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iHE  JEditor  of  this  coUe^ion  of  papers, 
relating  to  Ireland,  here  offers  to  the  public 
the  fruit  of  many  yeats  refearches  ;  and 
they  will  find  in  the  Collectanea  many  va-, 
luable  trails  -never  yet  publiihed  ofthbfc 
learned  and  induftrious  antiquaries,  Ufher,. 
Davies,  Barclay  and  Lhwyd. 

HE  nioft  gratefully    acknowledges  .his 
obligations  to  the  fenior  Fellows  of  Trinity 
Oollcge,  Dublin,  for  the  free  accefs  givea 
him  to  many  valuable  papers  in  their  libra- 
ry.   Matter  of  the  ancient  language  of  Ire- 
land, he  has  copied  and  .tranflated  all  the 
iragments  he  could  difcover  of  the  ancieat 
Brehon  Laws  of  this  country,  fome  of  whjclv 
are  evidently  of  an  asra  antecedent  to  ChritW 
tianity  in  this  ifland,  being  the  edids  of 
Modha  Nuadha,  who  was  flain  in  battle  at 
the  clofe  of  the  fecond  century.     The  ori- 
ginal of  one  volume  of  thefe  Laws  is  in  the' 
College  Library,  and  many  fheets  oa  the 
fame  fubjcd  being  among  the  fragments 
colleded    by  that    great  antiquarian  Ed, 
Lhwyd,   for  the  Chandos  Library,  were 
obtained  for  the  Editor  from  Sir  John  Sea- 
bright,  by  the  favourable  interceffion  gf  the 
EarlofCnarlemont, 
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Toilpe  E^rl  of  R^ftden  he  is  obliged  for 
/  a  Colle<Sanpa  from  the  Liber  Lecanusy  once 
the  property  of  the  College  of  Dublin,  but 
now  in  t^hq  Jiljrs^ry  ,pf  the  Irifh  College  at 
Pai^B.  ^  Lor€  Moiint-Fforetice  hai  alfo  ob- 
ligingly obtained  for  his  ufe,  a  moft  valua- 
ble manuf6ript  containing  the  various  tri- 

ices  to.thepro- 
lly  by  thcie  to 

SHai!es<>Con- 
tbihe  fragments 
e  Duri-Sheana- 
)f  Ireland,  and 
All  thefe  will 
^^     ,^-._^   -^  _-  _„„-  in  an  EnglUh 
<lrm  111  the  doiii-fe^o^^        work. ,  The  an- 
dertt^'LA^siviit^'eiHibrt  atid  impar- 

fial,ji(i(3fufe  6^^  manners  and  po- 

licife'cif  t^  P^^PN  5  **^!^y  ^l^'  demonftrate 
^al  fe  far  0'Ofti  bfetng  favagc  and  barba- 
fousl/diey  w^Teyefi^^  poliihed  atid  learn- 
edj  tJjey  Will  deftionllrate  that  Sh:  John 
Da vie^  ahd  others  who  have  treated  of  thefe 
;^awsj^  Were  igtibt'ant  of  their  force  and 
ctfntfentSi  and  thai  O^Maherty  and  Keating 
itix^idtifly  avoided  them,  as  they  would  have 
forced^  "^them  from  that  fabulous  path  in 
Wfiidfi  the  bards  and  poets  had  bewildered 
diextt.  (^Flaherty  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
cfd'language  in  whicli  thefe  laws  were  writ- 
tin  to  Mr^  Lhwyd^  (fee  Lhwyd's  Letter  to 
fheRoyd  Society,  Phil.  Tranf,  No.  336.) 
yet  it  is  evident  from  the  numetoiis  poems 
he  tranflated  in  his  Ogygia  to  fervc  his  own 
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^rpofes,  wrftt*fi  ill  itoc  fame  cjialcia,  djat 
tius  V9Tas  an  evafive  excufc. 

Many    Itinetarfes   twade   through    this 
country  by  learned  den;  arc  in  the  cabinets 
of  the   <!:uri(yus  attd  in  the  college  library^ 
Among  the  latter  colledion  is  the  foUowhg 
cholnographical  dclcription  of  the  ccmnty  of 
Weft-Meath,.  ^hi<ih  we  offer  to  the  pnbhc 
as  the  firft  niittiber  of  this  wbrJc,  to  which 
we  have  Added  a  map  of  the  county,  di- 
vided into  baroiiiis  and  pariflies  as  a  more 
perfeft  bafis  for  fomc  future  pen  to  proceed 
on.     En^and,  l?rance  and  Italy  aiboiind 
with  Topographical  writers.     This  deline- 
ation of  a  cottnty  by  a  private,  gentleman, 
may  perhaps  ptckk  a  like  fpirit  among  our- 
ielves,  fo  that  in  thte  knowledge  atleaft  of 
our  country  it  may  flot  be  laid  as  in  other 
iciences,  that  we  are  two  centuries  behind 
our  neighbours. 

The  antiquities  of  this  ifland  bear  un-' 
common  andindeliblc  marks  of  very  feirio.te 
times..  Phoenician  monuments  are  fcattcr- 
ed  over  thefurface  of  it,  and  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  Phoenician  names  of  things 
and  places  are  ittained  even  at  this  day. 

To  convents  and  monks  wc  are  indebted 
for  the  prefervation  of  numberlefs  monu- 
ments of  antiquity,  and  this  refledion  ought 
to  mitigate  ourdifguft  on  perufing  their 
dry  r^gifters  of  nam^s  andtranfadions.  At  ' 
the  reformation  our  antiquities  were  on  the 
point  of  bcin^  involved  in  the  ruins  of  diefe 
religious  foundations.  Sir  James  Ware  fiirft 
undertook  to  refcue  them,  and  to  :vindicate 
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their  utility,  and  confidering  his  ignorance 
of  the  Irifh  language  he  did  much.  His  works 
are  the  outlines  and  materials  of  a  great 
plan  which  he  enjoyed  neither  life  or  abili- 
ties to  finifh,  and  it  is  much  to  be  lament- 
ed that  he  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  fo  experienced  and  intelligent  an 
amanueniis  as  Mac  Ferbifs  fooner. 

The  pagan  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  pre- 
ferved  the  primitive  Phoenician  idolatry  of 
the  worftiip  of  the  Sun  and  heavenly  hoft, 
as  types  of  a  Supreme  Being,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  firft  Chriftian  miffionaries.  Our 
druids  like  thofe  of  Gall,  conftituted  aca- 
demies to  promote  learning,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  devote  twenty  years  to  ftudy 
before  they  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
dodtor*  They  were  allured  to  application 
by -the  many  privileges  of  ftudents  and  the 
great  authority  their  ancient  dodors  ob- 
tained. Caefar,  lib.  6.  fays  of  the  druids 
of  Gall,  that  they  ^uoere  exempted  from  war 
and  paying  tribute  5  and  that  thefe  privi- 
leges defcended  to  the  Chriftian  clergy,  and 
to  the  bards,  will  appear  from  the  frag*s 
ments  of  the  Brehon  Laws. 

The  druids  affeded  various  and  alraoft 
all  kinds  of  Philofophy,  (Strabo,  lib.  4.) 
and  Pliny  grants  to  them  ikill  in  medicine 
and  magic.  Of  their  opinions  in  ethicks^ 
Diogenes  Laertius  in  the  proeme  to  his 
book,  gives  us  this  account,  and  they  fay 
the  druids  were  nvont  to  philofophize  enigma-- 
tically  i  that  the  gods  were  to  be  worJhipped\ 
that  no  evil  was  to  be  done  5  that  fortitude  was 
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to  he  embraced.  This  enigmatical  mode  of 
philofophixing,  fo  prevalent  among  the 
orientils,  they  learned  from  the  ancient 
Phoenicians,  who  had  it  from  the  Jews. 

That  the  druids  v/ere  {killed  in  geogra- 
phy, aftronomy  and  natural  philofophy, 
we  learn  from  Casfar  \  and  Mela  declares, 
they  taught  that  the  foul  was  eternal. 

Our  Irifh  druids  firangers  to  the  lad  of 
the  Grecian  and  Roman  deities,  and  to  the 
grofe  idolatory  of  the  more  modern  Phceni-  " 
cians,  enjoyed  the  pure  worftip  of  Baal  or 
the  Sun,  as  the  type  of  one  Supreme  Being. 
Hence  in  the  days  of  paganifm(as  we  learn 
from  Avienus  an  author  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury, who  took  it  from  more  ancient »  au- 
thors,) this  was  called  the  Holy  Ifland,  and  1A' 
after  Chriftianity  the  Ifland  of  Saints/  No 
image  of  Jupiter,  Mars,  Venus,  or  any 
other  pagan  deity  was  ever  found  in  Ire- 
land, but  the  rough  unhewn  pillar  ftill  pre- 
fents  itfelf  in  every  parifh. 

The  druidical  tenets  yet  prefcjrved  in 
feme  fragments  of  our  ancient  manufcripts, 
ftall  be  more  largely  treated  of  in  the  courfe 
of  this  work.  We  (hall  prove  that  our 
Irifh  druids  confidered  Baal  as  the  name  of 
tbc  true  God  j  that  the  Aflyriins,  Chal- 
deans, and  Jt^hoenicians,  applied  this  facred 
name  to  the  Sun,  after  which  the  Lord 
commanded  the  Ifraelites  to  call  him  no 
more  by  that  name,  as  in  the  (ixteenth 
vcrfe  OT  the  fecond  chapter  of  Hofea,  And 
itjballhein  that  day  that  thou  Jhall  call  me 
yki^  and  Jhall  no  more  call  me  Baal. 

That 
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'  That  we  may  leave  no  material  fubj«^ 
rclfrfing  to   Irdaod  uncUfcuiTccJi  ye  3^^ 
give  an  ample  detail  of  the  records  in  Bir^ 
mingham  tower,   with  the  fubftanca  of 
each  :  an  article  the  fflpreimpQ^aniasfi>fne 
of  the  rolls  have  been  latclv  cpni^cd  by 
fire,  and  others  rendered  ilje^blc  W  vdr^ 
min  andtime«    A  copapSleat  jxiih^^l^ 
library  w?)!  glfo  be  introduced*    In  a  wpxd, 
it  i$  pr^pofed  to  give  the  ppblic  every  in^- 
tereftiing  mattea:  that  fopcerw  this  km^ 
dom  and  its  antiqnitie^r  P^T%  f^^^  9Vt 
own  UbonrSf  in  fuch  numbers  as  fHal^  not 
exceed  the  price  of  Three  Shillinig?  eapb, 
and  frequently  under  that  value  ,  aad  wc 
hope  from  the  extent  ^the  plan  now  I?,i4 
before  the  publo^  that  the  fele  of  this  ^i^ 
nomber  will  be   fucb  as  to  encourage  the 
publication  of  another,  as  foon  ^  itxai}- 
be  prepared  for  tbe^  prets  j   and  we  l;)fg 
leave  to,  add,  that  the  publication  will^U 
together  depend  on  the  eaf ly  attentioaii  mar^ 
nifefled  tp/the^ndqr^akjpg.  .     ;     . 
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RIGBT  REV.  FATHER,  11^  GOD    ^ 

A      isT      T      H      O      N     Y, 

LpRB  Bishop  qf  MEAI'H, 

One  of  his  Majefty's  Moft  Honourable  Privy 
•    Council  of  IrIland,  and  Vice-CbaftcelloroSf 
the  Univerfity  of  Dub  lin- 

W  H  EN  at  y(?ur  l^s^}^^£p%  coiiaraandl  I 
wrote  ajKlj^efentcd  to  ydUr  Lorflbipthat  incoa- 
fidcrable  trifle^,  iny  reiparks  of  this  county  of 
"Weft-lWeath^  you  were  j^afed,  f^ch  and  fo 
great  is  your  humanity,  to  declare  aaeft^m  for 
it,  far  beyoAd  its  valij^  ;  when  after  I  had  the 
honour  and  happinef^;  of  kiijing  ypur  Lprd/hip's 
handy  apd  receiviijg'  your  Ueffing  at  your  vifita- 
tiop  .at  MuUingar^  you  were  pleafed  t)o  enjoin  rap 
to  i^aew  my  inquiries,  and  try  what  niore  I  could 
l^ean  up  of  remiarks  to  add  unto  thofe  before  pre- 
fented. .  I,  who  think  my felf  highly  honoured  in 
ondertakiogany  employment  at  your  Lord  (hip's 
command,  could  not  omit  to  make  anew  atterafpt, 
and  altho^h  I  hay^  met  with  very  little  more 
than  what  at  firft  I  oflfered,  yet  being  thus  brought 
en  a  review  of  what  I  had  written,  I  have  not 
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only  given  a  few  thing?  new^  but  have  attempted 
In  feme  places  by  way  of  elTay  or  conjefture  at 
the  rcafon  of  thofe  phoenomena,  which  at  firft,  fo 
diftruftful  am  I  of  my  own  judgment  in  enquiries 
of  that  kind,  I  durft  hardly  adventure  at;  and 
now  rcflc6king  on  what  1  havedone^I  have  too 
great  caufe  to  fear,  that  my  performance  hath 
illuftratcd  nothing  more  than  my  own  wcakncfs 
and  ignorance  in  the  great  works  of  the  Almigh- 
ty's hand-maid,  Nature. 

But  what  apology  (hall  I  make  for  my  over 
long  excurfion  in  that  of  the  effort  of  the  air  on  the 
water  of  the  ocean  f  Surely  nothing  lefs  than  that 
goodnefs,  I  have  already  fufficicntly  experienced 
in  your  Lordfhip,  can  make  atonement  fw  it. 

There  are  now  many  years  clapfcd  fince  1  firft 
met  with  the  elaborate  difcourfe  pf  the  incompa- 
rable pbilofopher,  the  honourable  Mr.  Robert 
Boyle,  concerning  the  weight  and  preffure  of  the 
air,  which  firft  miniftrcd  to  me  thefe  fancies, 
which  I  have  here  adventured  to  fpread  before 
your  Lordfliip  ;  and  though  I  fecm  to  write  with 
as  much  affurance  of  them,  as  if  they  were  revera 
thofe  doors  and  bars  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Job,  which  the  all- wife  and  powerful  Creator 
hath  fct  unto  the  ocean,  faying.  Hitherto  Jbdt 
thou  come  but  no  further  ^  and  here  jbail  tbf  proud 
waves  be  flopped^  yet  1  here  let  your  Lordfhip 
know  I  have  3;one  all  only  by  way  of  effay,  not 
at  all  prefuming  that  what  I  write  is  the  real  truth 
of  the  matter  ;  we  know  that  the  ways  of  the 
t,ord  are  unfearchable  and  pad  finding  out  :  he 
is,  as  the  philofopher  fays  of  him,  i  K^9w(mf,  If 
I  have  overftrained  Mr.  Boyle's  fprings  b^eydnd 
either  his  defigrf  or  their  own  ftrefs,  yet  I  hope! 

have 
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have  not  cracked  them.  Mis  do6lrine,  and  v^hat 
he  with  great  candour  and  modeft  j  builds  on  it, 
is  nothing  weakened  by  my  bolder  attempt,  nor 
am  I  concerned  whether  my  fancies  fink  or  fwim. 
If  your  Lordftiip  thinks  I  have  overftiot  the  mark^ 
I  am  very  well  contented  to  fit  down  with  the  re- 
proof I  find  old  Phoebus  gives  his  over  hardy  fon; 
when  nothing  muft  ferve  him  but  he  muft  up  and 
ride. 

Magna  petis^  Phaeton ;  et  qua  non  viribus  ifli^ 

Munera  convmunt. 

Your  liordfliip  will  find  the  accounts  I  give  you 
of  fome  places  enlarged,  efpecially  thofeofAth- 
lonc  and  the  battle  of  Rochenell ;  indeed  what  I 
g^vc  before  thereof  was,  methought,  flight  and 
defultory,  far  fliort  of  the  merit  of  the  matter, 
inafmucH  as  the  actions  of  Athlone  fend  Roche- 
nell  comprife  all  that  was  of  remark  in  this  coun- 
ty during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war  :  for  from 
the  battle  of  Rochenell  which  was  in  the  begin- 
ning of  February,  1642,  forward,  this  county 
being  altogether  within  the  Irifli  quarters,  here 
was  no  fpenc  for  a<ftion,  I  thought  them  I  fay  too 
flenderly  reprcfented,  although  I  gave  your  Lord- 
fliip  all  I  then  knew. 

I  therefore  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  get  further 
Knowledge  of  thefe  things  by  application  toa  very 
worthy  commander  yet  living,  et' quorum  pars  ipfe 
fuit  nonparva,  who  with  no  lefs  candour  and  in- 
genuity, than  fidelity  and  fincerity,  hath  given 
me  the  moft  of  what  your  Lordftiip  finds  rcprc- 
iented  of  that  time,  whofe  memory  not  retaining 
the  numbers  of  the  flain  on  feveral  occafions,  and 
other  circumftanccs,  be  chofe  rather  to  be  fiient  in 
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mKny  particulars,  thai  to  giy^^  tny  thing  which 
he  hbn&lf  had  not  a  particulac  remembrance  of  ^ 
What  I  .ha4  not  of  that  worthy  gentleman,  I 
gleaned  up  among  the  natives,  ^d  being  no  way 
to  their  advantage,  I  thought  I  n:>ightmorefafely 
infert  it :  It  is  only  wl^it  you  find  ci3iicernipg  the 
county  of  Longfcird  forcesjf  which  came  up  late 
a^d  yet  too  foon.for  them fclvcs^,  and  which  aftcj 
a  coiirfc  of  forty  years,  1  little  wonder,  haying 
hadiio  monitor,  if  that  w:Qrthy  ^^entley^[^^ri'j(hbula 
have  omitted. 

If  any  thing  here  prefented,  be  worth  your 
Lordihip's  pains  in  reading,  oyer,,  1  befi^b  your 
JLordlhip  to  afcribeit,  wherp  only  due,  to  the 
influence  your  Lordftip's  conomands  have  over 
me,  not  only  begetting  in  me  a  rcadinefs  to  under-r 
take,  but  eniaSling,  me  in  fomc  meafiire  to  per^ 
form  ;  which  give  nae  leave  to  prefent  to  your 
t<ordlhip  in!  the  nporc  polite  Arain  of  our  Britilh 

Ut  quod  ab htgemo  iMmfferar^ft^q^ihani^ 
peheretagemforfifaniJlatHo.    , 

OByCHANAK. 

MY    LORD, 

Yfiwr  Lordibip'£ 

Moft  Humble  Servant^     ; 
HEN  R Y    PIER  S 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHOROGRAPHICAL 
DESCRIPTION 

OF   THE  COUNTY  OP 

WEST- MEAT   H- 


TH  E  county  of  Wcft-Meath  is  boundcd^^'*"^ 
on  the  Eaft  with  the  county  of  Eaft* 
Mcath,  on  the  Welt  with  the  county  of  Rof- 
common,  (from  which  it  is  parted  by  the  river 
Shannon)  on  the  North  with  the  counties  of 
Cavanand  Longford,  from  which  it  is  parted  for 
the  moli  part  by  the  river  Inny^  and  on  the  South 
by  the  King*s  county. 

It  is  extended  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  viz.  fromg^j^j^ 
Caftic  town,  near  Athboy  in  Meath  to  Athlone  on 
the  Shannon,  about  ^g  ^^^^  miles,  (which  might 
ftrike  hard  on  50  hnglifli  miles)  and  generally 
not  more  than  14  or  15  in  breadth,  containing  ia 
this  Turround  more  than  1 80,000  acres  of  profit- 
able land,  plantation  meafure,  befides  bogs,  lakes 
and  heathy  mountains,  accounted  unpfofitable. 

It  is  cantoned  into  1 1  baronies,  whereof  on  the 
North- Eaft,  Delvin  ;  on  the  North,  Demy -four*,  S*'**'^^^^ 
Corkcry,  M(>ygovfti,  and  Rathconrath;  on  the 
North  and  Weft,  Kilkenny;  on  the  Weft  and 
South,  Clonlonan  •,  on  the  South,  Moycaftiell, 
I  B  and 

•  I.  c.  The  Half  Barony  of  Forr. 
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and  Fartullagh ;  on  the  Sbulh-Eaft,  Fairbill ;  and 
in  the  centre  the  barony  of  Moyafhell  and  Ma- 
hercdcrnari.     The  moft  Weftern    part  of  the 
barony  of  Kilkeriny,    where  it   drawcth   near 
Athlone,  is  ftiled  the  territory  of  Brawny,  con- 
taining about  3  or  4000  acres. 
Nature  of    This  county  is  for  the  moft  part  of  a  pleafant 
the  foil,  and  fruitful  foil,    in  which   refpedt  fome  have 
*^-         called  it  the  garden  of  Ireland,  well  watered  with 
many  fmall  rivers,  brooks  and  lakes,  in  all  parts 
ftored  with  excellent  arable,  meadow,  and  pafture 
pounds,  abounding  in  all  forts  of  grain,  Iheep 
and  kinc,  all  forts  of  tame  and  wild-fowl,  fruits, 
and  frelh-water  lifti  j  deficient  in  nothing  necef- 
fory  to  the  ufc  and   emolument  of  human  life, 
except  only  timber  of  bulk,  (wherewith  alfo  it  was 
antiently  well  ftored)  a  want  to  be  bewailed,  not 
^ijily  in  this  county,    but  in   moft  parts  of  the 
kingdom;  andy  what  is  yet  more  deplorable,  little 
care  is  taken  for  propagating  fo  ufeful  a  commodi- 
ty, amidfl  the  havock  thereof  made  by  iron- works, 
&c.  in  thefe  counties,  where  as  yet  oiJy  fmall 
remainders  of  timber  arc  :  So  that  it  is  much  to 
be  feared  that  pofterity  will  want  not  only  ne- 
ceflTaries  for    building,   but   even   where-withal 
to  drefs  their  leather,  and  make  vef&ls  for  ex- 
portation of  their   inbred    commodities,   unlefs 
by  a  careful  and  timely  prevention  (a  work  wcl^ 
booming  the  wifdom  of  our   Parliament)  pro- 
vifion  be  made  for  planting  and  raiftng  all  forts  of 
foreft  trees,  even  in  this  our  generation :  Nevcr- 
Conf       thel^fs  this  ouf  county  is  well  ftored  with  copfcs 
or  undcrwocxia,  the  poor  remainders  of  our  an- 
tientforefts. 
Hills  and     ^^  ^^  every  where  iraifcd  in  moft  pleafant  hills  and 
vallies.     hanging  grounds,  and  d^preffed  again  in  moft 
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fruitful  plains  :  Many  of  our  hills  are  excellent 
arable  even  to  their  very  fumniits  or  tops,  as 
Farragh,  Frevin,  Slewin,  Larahi  Knockaft>,  and 
divers  others  in  moft  parts  of  the  county. 

It's  principal  commodities  are  corn  of  all  kinds,  Commo- 
hides^  tallow,  flax,  hemp,  cheefe,  butter,  wool,<iitiw. 
wool-fells,  honey,  wax,  &c. 

T^rrafuis  «mienta  bonis^  ndn  iniiga  mercis. 

LUCAN. 


■■      ■ '  a  foil. 


The  plough  rewarding  and  the  merchant's  toil. 
!^iam  dives  mvnpecons^  quam  laSlisabundans. 

ViRO. 

What  ftores,  my  dairieS)  and  my  folds  contain. 

DitYDBN. 

It  is  watcicd  every  where  with  plenty  of  fpririgs,   . 
rivulets,  brooks,  lakes  as  aforefaid,  and  a  few  large 
rivers,  whereof  the  chief  are  the  Shannon,  which  shtnoon. 
only  bordcreth  our  county  on  the  Weft,  and  no 
where  that  1  know  of  runneth  within  it.    I  (hall 
not  undertake  to  give  a  defcription  of  this  the 
nobleft  of  all  the  rivers  in  this  kingdom,  naviga-r 
blc  for  60  miles  within  land,  fo  as  (hips  of  the 
greateft  burden  come  up  to  the  key  of  Limerick, 
In  which  refpcdt  no  river  which   I  have  read  or 
heard  of   in  Eufope,    can  vie  with   it,   unleft 
the  Dannow,  or  Iftcr  may  be  excepted.    But  aa 
this  famous  or  antient  river  (as  its  name  fcemeth  ta 
import)  only  toucheth  on  us,  I  only  touch  on  it,' 
and  proceed  10  give  fomc  account  of  others. 

The  next  liver  of  note  is  the  Inny,  before- fu,j- 

mentioned  only  as  a  boundary,   but  it  is  not  fo 

altogether,  (6t  it  holdeth  a  continued  coiirfi  of 

ten  railesj  wholly  Within  this  county,  dividlAg  the 
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barony  of  Moygoylh  into  two  half  baronies,  the 
upper  on  the  South- fide,  the  lower  on  the  North 
fide  thereof.  It  hath  its  rife  in  the  county  of 
Cavan,  in  ♦  Lough-Rower^  whei;c  palling  under 
Daily's  Brjdge  in  that  county,  it  fallelh  into  t 
Lough-^Selin  above  Finah  in  this  county,  thence 
gathering  itfelf  into  a  narrower  channel,  it  glideth 
under  a  bridge  there,  whence  after  it  hath  con- 
tinued its  narrow  courfe  for  a  while,  it  again 
expatiateth  in  the  broad  waters  of  Lough-KinuUyt 
from  which  again  it  holdeth  a  narrower  courfe  for 
5  miles,  and  then  lofeth  itfelf  in  the  large  and  finu- 
ous  lake  called  Lough-Direvreagh,  which  waters 
the  (hores  of  three  baronies.  From  this  lake  (where- 
in it  was  almoil  drowned)  it  recovercth  again  by 
much  ado,  and  glideth,  (for  I  cannot  fay  it  run* 
neth)  in  a  fmooth,  large,  deep,  and  muddy  chan- 
nel, by  fome  called  Louglj-Sallagh,  'till  it  water- 
cth  Ballybane ;  th|en  cloftr  girt,  it  fubmitteth  to  the 
bridge  of  Ballinglach,  an  antient  and  well  built 
bridge,  which  having  of  late  been  very  incommo- 
dious and  dangerous  for  travellers,  is  now  very 
well  repaired,  adorned  and  rendered  fafe  for  them 
at  the  charge  of  the  county.  From  this  bridge  in  a 
larger  and  deeper  channel,  it  vifits§  Lough-Iron, 
(but  in  its  paflage  as  it  were)  for  it  only  toucheth 
on  it  in  the  North  end  thereof;  from  which,  being 
not  any  more  willing  to  hazard  its  being  loft  in 
thcfe  lakes,  it  fpeedily  recovers,  and  in  a  deep, 
fmooth,  and  fometimes  a  very  broad  channel,  it 
Ballint-  falleth  under  the  bridge  of  BaUinacarrow,  a  late 
^rrow  built  bridge,  not  much  more  than  of  twenty  years 
^*-  ftanding. 


•  Lough  Ramor.  f  Lough-SUlin. 

§  Lour*  -Iron,  ortheLoughofTriftcniagh. 
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flanding.    Thi  fituation  of  this  bridge  (however 
it  was  not  built   *till  our  days)  feemcth  to  have 
been  laid  out  by  nature,  for  it  is  founded  on  a  rock, 
which  lay  always  confpicuous  funlefs  in  great 
floods)  in  a  ftraight  line  a-crofs  the  river,  and  at 
juft  diftances  to  receive  and  fuftain  the  arches  of  a 
bridge.    Henceforward  this  river  becomes  to  us 
a  boundary  again  between  us  ^nd  the  county  of 
Longford,  arriving  at  the  t  Abby  Shrewell ;  it 
divides  the  barony  of  Shrewell  in  the  county  of 
Longford,  as  before  it  did   Moygoyfli  with  us, 
into  two  half  baronies.     In  thiscourfe  it  falleth 
over  feveral  rocky  precipices,   and  under  divers 
new-buih  bridges,    until  at  laft  it  is  loft  in  that 
great  lake  in  the  Shannon  called  Lough-Ree  or 
the  King  of  lakes.     And  here  it  meets  with  the 
fate  it  fo  harrowly  efcaped  in  our  county,  for  hence- 
forward we  hear  no  more  of  the  Inny ;  unlefs  we 
hearken  afterit  in  the  Shannon,  or  Shannin,  as  fome 
will  have  it  (as  if  it  were  compounded  of  Shanno 
and  Inny)  and  to  countenance  this  they  tell  us, 
that  before  it  meets  with  our  Inny,  that  river  is 
called  only  Shanno  or  Shunno.   This  river,  werett 
not  for  thcfc  precipices  before  mentioned,  might 
be  made  navigable  unto  Ftnagh,  and  for  ought  I 
know,  higher.  Itis  well  ftored  with  bream,  pike, 
eel,  trout,  roach,  and  falmon.     About  Lough- 
Iron  and  Lough-Direvreagh,  there  is  found,  in  the 
month  of  May.  only,  a  fmall  filh  without  fpot,  of  ^ 
the  fliapc  almoft  of  an  herring,  a  filh  very  plea- 
fant  and  delightful,  but  not  taken  in  great  quanri- 
tics  i  the  natives  call  it  Goalke,  I  know  not  by  any  Goalkc. 
name  to  Englilh  it.    The  pike  and  eel  of  Lough-      ' 
Iron,  and  the  bream  of  Lough-Direvreagh,  ex- 
ceed 

t  Abby  Shrool. 
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re  inlfcUnd,  for  tbw  exg^Uctncyt 
^OQW,  any  in  the  whole  world. 
Bfofny.  y  rifcth  in  Lough-poyle,  whence 

gardens  of  Cullennaorc,  it  jhyctb 
e  chief  town  of  our  county,  and 
thence  to  Lough-Inniel ,  when  freeing  itfelf  from 
this  large  water,  it  is  called  forward  t\\c  Brofnyt 
the  word  fignifying  a  burthen  of  fticks,  but  why 
the  river  is  called  To  I  do  not  know.  It  watereth 
the  l^fge  barony  of  Moycalhell,  running  befide$ 
the  town  of  Kilbeggain,  it  fuftainpth  a  fair  bridge  ; 
leaving  this  barony,  it  fallcth  thro*  the  King's 
county^  and  after  a  long  courfe  there  it  payett^ 
tribute  to  the  Shannon  at  or  near  Eannagher. 
Gtme.  Gaipe  is  the  laft  river  }  0?all  particularly  de- 
^be,  a  fmall  but  very  pleafant  water  of  about 
four  or  five  miles  courfe,  traverfing  the  barony  of 
Corl^ery.  It  h^th  jts  original  from  feveral  fprmgs 
that  ifliie  frorn  th^  higjher  grounds  wh|cb  lie  to 
thp  E^  and  SpWh  of  NJonylea;  thefe  fprings 
centring  Aort  of  the  tpwn,  form  in  pne  chann^ 
9  veiy^ pretty  birotokt  wbif:h  thence  fppn  falleth 
ov^  a  ?nill  atKilttiagliftj,  and  aboijit  a  mile  further 
pver  another  at  Baliinegall;  thence  it  glideth  to 
l^nightfwoods  and  there  (like  a  fnow  ball  in- 
creafjng  as  it  goes)  fuftaineth  a  late  bpilt  foot- 
bridge ;  hence  forward  coaftino"  the  lands  of 
H^nlghtlwood  oj\  the  Weft,  and  Tifarnan  (belong- 
ing to  the  See  of  Mc^th)  on  the  Eaft,  it  paffeth 
to  Multifornan,  where  it  falleth  under  another 
large  bridge  ;  thence  to  a  mill,  whence  immediately 
it  watereth  the  groupd  of  the  late  Friery  of  Mul- 
tiferngn ;  this  dpnc,  after  a  mile*8  longer  courfe, 
itt  Ipfcth  ijtfclf  in  the  largp  lake  Lpugh-Qij:cvreagb. 
This  water,  tho*  fmall  and  of  a  (hort  courfe,  is 

plentifully 
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pleottfullj  fiored  with  the  beft  fmall  trouts  in 
Weft-Meath^  both  white  and,  ced,  and  £omc 
froall  pikes  alfo. 

Other  rivulets  and  brooks^  wherewith  thiscoun-Springf 
ty  is  weli  ftorcd,  it  is  ncedFefs  to  treat  ef ;  we^*°^ 
have  of  them  which  run  both  Baft  and  Weft  ;Wcft. 
I  myfelf  have  fometimes  with  pleafum  obienmd^ 
from  c^e  piece  of  ground  not  feemingly  high, 
very  good  arable,   with  pafture  intertniirod,  oiid 
within  tbf^  reach  of  lefs  than  half  an  hour's  eafy 
riding,  many  fimll  fprings,  which  miseting  from 
petty  brooks,  falling  both  Eaft  and  Weftward  : 
thofe  which  fell  Weft,  centred  in  theGaioe,  which, 
as   before    from    Multifornan,   loftth  itfclf  in 
Loligh-pirevreagh,  thence  being  incorporated  in 
one  channel  with  the  Inny,  it  fallcth  finally  from 
Limerick  into  dif  Weft  fea.    Thofe  which  fell 
Eaftward,  incorporated  together  in  the  river  Dcdl, 
which  frond  Ponour  in  the  county  of  Eaft-Meath^ 
fallcth  into  the  Bpyne,  and  finally  from  Drogheda, 
into  the  Eaftern  fta.    Thua  both  E^  and  Weft 
(hare  our   waters  of  Wcft-Meath.    .Hei^ee  it 
ftiould  feem  that  this  county  is  fcated  ;on  the  fum- 
mitor  ridge  of  Ireland,  and  is- perhaps  ^juaUy 
railed   with  thdfe  rougher  mountain^  in  (Aktr 
countries,  that  woidd  be  thoughtts  ^ertop  ife.' 

Loughs  or  Lakes,  this  country  affordeth  vf^^Loui,— r 
many,  well  ftored  with  aH  forts  :<tf  4ifh  h^J^xc 
named,  falraon  excepted,  which  is  imnid  \^^\^  m 
the  Inny  and  BrOfny,  coming  out  of  thfe  ^  "gj^artiton. 
Of  fome  of  thofe  I  ftiall  fp'ak,' ^^^4   f^rff  of 
Lough-Lene.  ■     "^         :. 

Lough-Lene   in  Irifti  founda     ^       ^y^^  i.^e  of L.  Unc 
,  learning,  featedwithm  half  ^       itteU^^oorctown, 

mthe  barony  of  Dertly.Fc   ^f;SJ^hichit  is 
•    .  *  parted 

♦Fore,  lathe^ 

^baroay  of  rorc 


Digitized 


by  Google 


8  A    DESCRIPtrON    OF    THE 

parted  by  a  fine  rifing  arabk  ground  on  the  South 
fide  of  the  lake,  unto  which  by  a  narrow  and  (hort 
channel,  not  above  fix  or  eight  foot  broad  and 
fcarce  two  perches  long,  this  lake  fends  a  rivulet^ 
which  at  the  end  of  ihis  fliort  courfc,  fallcth  into 
the  *  bowels  of  the  hill,  and  t raver fing  the  fame 
iffueth  out  on  the  other  fide  thereof,  in  the  town 
itfelf,  and  in  a  far  (horter  courfe  than  it  made  be- 
fore its  entry,  turneth  an  overfliaft  mill ;  that  c^f- 
fice  being  done,  it  watereth  the  town  and  adjoin- 
ing plains.     This  our  faid  little  brook,  before  it 
entcrcth  the  higher  grounds  aforefaid,  is  on  every 
ftorm  the  receptacle  or  retiring  place  of  the  fmall 
fifli  in  the  lake  ;  I  myfclf  on   fuch  an  occafion 
was  once  there ;  when  firft  1  came,  the  day  being 
calm  and  dear,  I  faw  nothing  but  the  fine  limpid 
water,  which  with  plcafure  1  beheld,  haftcning'tp 
hide  itfelf  in   the  bowels  of  the  adjoining  hill ; 
but  hiaving  flaid  there  a  while  (and  no  man  will 
readily  forfake  a  place  of  fo  much  delight)  the 
wind  rifmg,  began  to  curl  the  water  abroad,  and 
in  a  little  time  I  was  furprized  with  amazement 
and  plcafure,  to  fee  a  multitude  of  fmall  trouts, 
fome  fixi  fonae  eight  or  more  inches  long,  daik- 
ning  thecryftal  fiream,  but  had  jfled  hither  as  to  a 
fure  place  of  retreat,  from  the  more  rough  and  un- 
eafy  waters  abroad.     We  thought  we  might  take 
them  up  in    our  hands,    they  were  lo  thick, 
,   but  the  wary  fifh  eafily  avoided  us  ;  then  we  at- 
tempted them  with  our  rapiers,  hoping  to  kill  fome 
of  them,  but  id  this  trial  of  (kill  alfo,  they  were  too 
nimble  forqs  ;  at  laft  one  of  our  number  having 

ftudied 

*  V.  in  Sr.  Fechin^  Life.  (Colg.  •£L  Sa&a.  p.  140,  note' 
14.)  t  miracle  wrought  by  the  faint,  to  bring  the  water  tbro' 
Ae  hill^  to  fapply  a  mill  be  had  built 


Digitized 


by  Google 


COUNTY    OF    WESTMEATH.  $ 

ftudid  how  he  might  more  advantageoufly  deal 
with  them,  cries  out,  I  will  be  even  with  them 
prcfcntly  ,  and  fetting  htm  down  on  the  grafs, 
dofthis  boots  immediately,  and  taking  one  of  ^ 
tliem  into  the  water^  made  no  doubt  to  bring  me  . 
a  whole  boot  load  of  trouts  in  the  turning  of  a 
hand :  but  after  many  fruitlefs  aflays,  he  couM 
only  fill  his  boot  with  water,  and  us  with  laughter. 
At  laft  the  wind  ceafing,  and  we  having  fpent  our 
labour  in  vain  ;  the  fifti  went  forth  again  into  the 
broad  waters,  and  left  the  ftream  clear  and  limpid 
asatfirft,  and  us  very  pleafantly  diverted,  but 
nothing  enriched  by  our  labour.  The  natives 
report,  that  oftentimes  fome  of  ihefe  fi(h  force 
themfdvcs  thro*  the  ftraits  of  the  hill,  but 
they  that  got  thro*  (unlefs  of  the  fmalleft  fize) 
arcmiferably  (battered  and  torn,  their  fcales  being 
forced  off  in  tbe  narrownefs  of  the  paffage,  and 
their  fides,  fcratched  and  furrowed  by  the  (harp 
ftones,  between  which  they  drained  themfelves 
in  their  paffage.  This  rivulet,  after  watering  the 
town,  and  the  low  ground  adjoining  (as  before) 
vifiteth  the  town  of  Milcaftle,  under  the  naitie 
oftheGlore,  and  augmenting  as  it  runs,  watercth  Gjore. 
L'ckWae,  and  after  a  courfe  of  three  or  four  miles, 
pafling  by  Newcaftle,  lofeth  itfelf  in  the  Inny, 
'>efore  that  river  reacheth  the  great  lake,  Lough- 
Direvreagh  ;  it  is  a  very  pleafant  brook,  plenti- 
fully ftored  with  moll  excellent  trout.  And  here 
deleave  the  Glore  to  take  its  fortune  with  the 
'nny,  in  all  its  courfe  to  the  Weftern  fea.  R(*- 
turning  to  Lough- Lenc,  we  again  come  on  as 
pleafant  a  water  as  any  in  Weft-Meath,  (tho*not 
?5  large)  excellently  well  ftored  with  all  forts  of 
frelh-water  fi(h,  having  in  it  one  fine  ifland,  of 

which 
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which  hereafter.    At  the  Eaft  end  of  this  lake^ 

iflueth  out  another  confiderable  dream,  (tho*  it 

receive  none  into  it)  which  in  one  quarter   of  a 

ipile  turneth  a  mill  at  Cummeftown,    thence  at 

Grainftown  it  turneth  another,  whence  it  hycth  tc 

Drumcree,  thence  to  Ballinecutr,  and  fo  to  Kiliagb, 

lifter  to  Rathfarne  and  thereg^bouts,  it  encountcrcth 

with  thofe  other  fprjngs  before  mentioned,  which 

Deel.       we  (aid,  fell  into  the  river  Deel,  and  with  them 

h«|fteneth  to  the  Boyne  at  Donour,  in  the  county 

of  ;Mcath,  and  fo  into  the  Eaftern  fea  :  fo  ^s 

hence  it  is  manifeft,  we  have  one  lake,  which  by 

its  two  ftreams,  parteth  the  kingdom  into  two 

great  peninfulas,   (for  the   high  ground  before 

mentioned,  under  which  the  Glore  runneth,  hin- 

dereth  us  to  fay  two  great  iflands)  and  almoft  in 

the  middle ;  for  I  fuppofe  the  Northern  peninfula, 

^^king  within  it  the  whole  province  of  Connaught, 

and  county  of  Clare,  the  greateft  part   of  the 

county  of  Meath,   and  the  whole  province  of 

Ulfter  to  be  the  greater.    This  remark  confirming 

what  I  faid  before  of  the  high  fituation  of  this 

county,  &c.  although  on  firft  thoughts,  it  would 

hardly. be  thought  fo  to  be.     Hence  let  us  pafs 

South  and  Weftward,  and    about  three  miles 

diftancc,  we  (hall  nieet  with  the  great  lake  called 

L.Dircv-  Lough-Direvreagh,  which  in  the  Iri(h  language, 

TcsLgh.     foundeth  the  lake  of  a  fcvere  or  hard  Judgment, 

thvis  called  (I  fuppofe)  from  the  faid  exclamation 

of  a  poor  fellow,  of  whom  the  flory  goes,  that  in 

a  frofty  feaf6n  he  attempted   to  drive  a  cow  he 

bad  ftolcn,  a-crofs  the  lake.    The  ice  being  ftrong 

enough  and  heinhafte,  he  drove  fomewhat  hard, 

and  the  cow  chancing  to  ftumble  or  Aide,  fell, 

and  in  the  fall  broke  one  of  her  legs  :  hereupon, 

not 
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not  knowing  better  hovy  to  difpofe  of  her,  he  kills 
her  in  the  place,  and  \vjth  ;hf  h^lp  ^f  His  comp^ 
nions,  carries  oflf  the  hide  and  flcth.  When  fafib 
and  at  rfsil,  be  found  he  had  forgotten  his  knife* 
immediately  he  returns  to  the  place,  \yhere  the 
fabodand  the  entrails  of  the  cow  lay,  which  by  this 
tin^,  had  fo  far  ihav^cd  the  ipe,  that  when  he 
drew  near,  the  ice  broke  under  his  w^ght,  and 
falling  in,  the  ice  clofed  again  about  bi$  neck,and 
cut  off  his  head.  The  n)an  fallipg,  made  a  hide- 
ous outrcry,  (which  was  beard  at  4  great  diftance) 
to  this  purpofe. — Oh  !  Oh  !  I  have  received  a 
fad,  orfevcre  femencc,  or  judgment.      ' 

This  lake,  as  before  faid,  at  its  Northern  end, 
tcceivcth  the  Inny,  and  for  many  miles  together, 
vafteih  the  (horesof  the  baronies  of  Pemy-Four, 
Corkery,  and  Moygo)(h.  It  is  a  large  and 
winding  water,  branched  into  fevcral  long,  large 
and  deep  receffes,  infomuch  that  no  man,  from 
any  of  the  high  grounds  that  furround  it,  nor 
from  any  ftation  of  the  water  itfeif,  can  at  one 
view  take  in  ail  the  apartments  of  it:  In  one  of 
Ihofe  which  vergeth  Eaft ward,  itinfmuateth  itfelf 
between  two  riling  hills  ;  the  one  called  Knock- 
Rofs,  is  well  (haded  with  all  forts  of  underwood,  j^^^  * 
and  great  (lore .  of  low  fpreading  oaks,  and  rifcs 
to  a  vaft  height  above  the  water,  being  withal 
^ery  (teep  in  the  afcent  ;  but  the  other  hill. 
Knock- Ey en,  rifes  much  higher  than  it,  andfor^no^' 
JHore  than  half  its  height,  is  almoft  perpendicular  ^^* 

^iththe  water.     This  is  indeed  the  talleft  of  all 

W  hills  in   Weft-Meath.     To  be  in  the  water, 
at  a  full  view  and  juft  diftance  from  thcfe  hills, 

^crc  certainly  the  moft  agreeable   profpeft  in 
^ture ;   if  hereunto    were  added,  a  noife  of 

trumpets, 
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trumpets  or  Ioud*founding  inftrumcnts.  Major 
General  Reynolds,  towards  the  latter  end  of  our 
late  unhappy  war,  is  faid  (paffing  this  country)  to 
have  halted  here,  and  though  he  defcended  not 
into  the  water,  wasfo  taken  with  the  amenity  of 
the  profpedt,  and  the  beauty  of  the  landfcape, 
and  the  moftravKhing  echoes  that  redoubled  to 
him  the  noifc  of  his  trumpets,  that  he  exclaimed 
he  never  came  to  the  like  place,  and  it  is  faid  to 
have  wiflied  he  could  even  then  with  leifure  and 
fafety,  fit  down  and  take  up  his  reft  here. 

-  Me  nee  tarn  pattens  Lacedamon^ 
Nee  tarn  Lariffa  f^^cufftt  campus  opinue^ 

§^am  domus  Albunea  refonantis^ 
Et  pfMeps  Anio^  £*?  Tiburnikcus.  Hor; 

But  me,  nor  patient  Lacedsmon  charms. 
Nor  fair  Lariffa  with  fuch  tranfport  warms. 
As  pure  Albunea*s  far-refounding  fource. 
And  rapid  Anio,  head-long  in  his  courfc. 
Or  Tibur,  fenced  by  groves  from  folar  beams. 

Francis. 

The  water,  efpecially  under  this  hill,  is  exceeding 

deep,   (as  if  nature,  out  of  this  pit,  had  raifed  fo 

vaft  a  bulk),  never  yet  fathomed  by  fuch  as  have 

attempted  it.    The  hill,  although  it  rife  fo  fteep 

as  I  have  faid,  is  yet  in  all  its  afcent  cloathed  with 

trees,  that  naturally  and  fecurely  grow  here  (for 

no  hatchet  can  come  near  them)  which  rifingcon- 

tinually  and  gradually  one  above  another,  add  no 

fmall  grace  to  the  landfcape.     This  hill  hath  on 

that  fide  which  hangeth  over  the  water,  and  about 

Chapel  of  midway  from  it  to  ihe  top,  an  ancient  chapel  de- 

St.^ycn  dicated  to  a  faint,  called  Eyen  or  Keyon.    This 

^   *^^°*chapei  is  cut  out  of  the  natural  rock,  for  all  one 

fide 
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fide  of  it  appears  to  be  the  natural  ftone  inftead 
of  a  wall,  it  is  now,  and  long  hath  been,  with- 
out a  roof :  it  hath  in  it  a  curious  purling  brook 
of  cryllal  water,  which  itTuing  out  of  the  rock 
fide  of  the  chapel,  traverfeth  it,  and  falling  thro* 
the  oppofite  fide  wall,  hafteneth  down  to  the 
waters  below. 

Eft  infecejju  hngo  locus :  infulaportum 
Efficit  objcaulaterum  \  quibus  omnis  abalto 
Frangitur^  inquejinusfcinctit  fefe  unda  reduilos. 
Hinc  atque  bine  vafta  rupes^  gminique  minantur 
In  calumfcopuli :  quorum  fub  veriice  lali 
/Equora  tutaJUeni.    Turn  JUvis/cana  cortf/ds 
De/uper^  borrentique  airum  nemus  tmminei  umbra. 
Fronie/ub  advifJA /copulis  pendenttbus  antrum : 
Intus  aqua  dukes  ^  vivoquejediliafaxo  \ 
Nympbarum  domus.  Vi  R  o  • 

Far  in  a  deep  recefs,  her  jutting  fides 

An  ifle  projects,  to  break  the  rolling  tides, 

And  forms  a  port,  where,  curling  from  the  fea^ 

The  waves  fteal  back,  and  winds  into  a  bay. 

On  either  fide,  fublime  in  air,  arife. 

Two  tow'ring  rocks,  whofe  fummits  brave 

the  ikies  ^ 
Low  at  their  feet  the  fleeping  ocean  lies. 
Crown'd  with  a  gloomy  (hade  of  waving  woods, 
Their  awful  brows  hang  nodding  o'er  the  floods. 
Opposed  to  thefe,  a  fecret  grotto  ftands. 
The  haunt  of  Nereids,  framed  by  nature's  hands, 
Where  polilh'd  feats  appear  of  living  ft  one, 
And  limpid  rills,  that  tinkle  as  they  run. 

Pitt. 

To 
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T6  this  chapel  from  the  land  fide  leads  a  path* 
way  on  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  the  nearer  you  approach 
to  it,  the  narrower  doth  the  way  grow ;  at   laft, 
and  ^t  a  good  diilance  from  it,  the  Way  appeareth 
hewn  out  of  the  rock  fide,  rendered  cafy  and  fafc 
by  the  trees,  which,  as  aforefaid,  rife  from  the  wa- 
ter, and  range  over  one  another,  and  herri  up  the 
way  (o  clofe,  that  there  is  no  danger  cither  to  flip 
Pilgrim-  or  fall.  To  this  chapel,  on  the  firft  Sunday  in  har- 
ages.       ^^^^  ^j^^  natives  pay  their  devotions  in  pilgrimages, 
which  for  certain  ftages  they  undertake  barefoot ; 
but  when  they  come  to  a  certain  noted  place  in 
the  way,  they  hold  on  the  remainder  of  their  devo- 
tion on  their  bare  knees,  all  along  to  the  chapel, 
on  ftone  and  gravel,  intermixed  and  overgrown 
with  heath  and  grafs.  Their  devotions  performed, 
they  return  merry  and  (hod,  no  longer  concerned 
for  tliofe  fins  that  were  th«?  caufeof  this  fo  fevere 
a  penance  ;  but  as  if,  having  now  paid  oflfthe  old 
fcore,  they   longed  to  go  on  in  the  new  again, 
they  return  in  all  hafte  to  a  green  fpot  of  ground 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hill  towards  the  land,  and 
here  men  and  women  fall  a  dancing  and  caroufing 
the  reft  of  the  day  \  for  ale  lellers  in  great  num-^ 
bers  on  thefe  days  have  their  booths  here  as  in  a 
fiir,  and  to  be  fure  the  merry  bag- pipers  fail  not 
to  pay  their  attendance.     Thus  in  lewd  and  ob- 
fcene  dancing)  and  in  excefs  of  drinking,  the  re-* 
mainder  oftheday  is  fpent,  as  if  they  celebrated 
the  Bacchanalia,   rather  than  the  memory  of  a 
pious  faint,  or  their  own  penitentials  ;  and  often- 
times it  falls  out  that  more  blood  is  (bed  on  the 
grafs  from  broken  pates   and   dru[«ken  cjuarrels^ 
when  the  pilgrimages  are  ended,  than  was  before 
on  the  ftones  from  their  bare  feet  and  kaees  dur- 
ing their  devotions. 

This 
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This  chapel,  fohigh  above  water,  teingpaflfed, 
you  may  yet  continue  your  travel,  afcending  for  a 
good  way  within  treies  toward  the  top  of  the  hiH, 
which  now  in  climbing  becomes  more  eafy  in  the 
afcent.  But  after  a  while,  your  way  is  no  longer 
fliadcd  w\th  verdant  trees,  but  incumbered  with  ai 
more  hmtable  plant,  heath  intermixed  with  grafs. 
Having  at  lall  topped  the  hill,  if  in  a  fair  day,  youf 
have  a  profpe<5t  into  both  Eaft  and  Weft  feas, 
and  may  perceive  many  mountains  and  countries 
Mh  South  and  North,  fo  that  from  this,  our  coun- 
ty not  only  fendeth  ftreams  Eaft  and  Weft,  but  af- 
fordeth  a  pleafint  profpeft  of  both  feas.  This 
lake,  03  ahpoft  others  in  this  county,  affordeth 
"Winy  pleafent  feats ;  but  it  being- not  my  purpofe 
^odcfcribeev«ry  fine  place,  1  (hall  pafs  thofc  by, 
and  proceed  te  fay  fomething  of 

Lough  Foylc,  the  name  of  which  feems  to  im-L.  Foyl«: 
i^^tirac,  in  that  fenfe,  as  when  a  man  borrow- 
^th  for  a  time  on  promrfe  of  reftitution  j  fo  as  the 
word  may  denote,  a  lake  borrowed  for  a  certain 
feafon.  And  there  goes  an  ancient  fabulous  ftory, 
which  the  natives  blufti  not  to  own  as  a  traditional 
^^th,  which,  becaufe  it  feems  to  countenance  the 
Jn^pretation  I  have  adventured  to  give  of  this 
^^^e,  I  crave  the  reader's  l^ve  to  infert. 

There  lived,  in  I  know  not  what  ag6  of  thep^|,^lQ^g 
world,  twofiftersj  one  in  this  country,  the  other  ftory, 
'"the  county  of  Rofcoramon,  beyond  the  Shan- 
non, both  famous  for  their  (fciH  in  enchantments 
^nd  forceries,  as  indeed  were  all  of  whom  any  of 
^  ancient  febles  run.  The  fifter  who  lived  here 
^^  a  certain  day  (belike  Tuefday  or  Wednefday> 
''^t  to  her  fifter  in  Connaught,  to  let  her  know* 
^  flood  16  need:  of  her  lake  fbir  fome  great  db- 
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fign  (he  had  then  6n  foot,  and  prayed  the  loan 
thereof,  promifing  to  reftore  the  fame  on  Monday 
to  her.     The  Connaught  (good  natured)  fitter 
immediately  grants  the  requeft,  and  winding  up 
her  lake  in  a  Iheet,  (he  quickly  made  fit  for  the 
purpofe,  fends  it  to  her  fitter  over  hills  and  dales 
failing  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  into  this  country. 
Our  Leinfter  lady  places  it  here^  where  now  wc 
have  it,  and  makes  her  ufe  of  it.     At  laft,  Mon- 
day comes,  but  no  lake  is  returned  according  to 
capitulation  ^  the  Connaught  fitter  hereat  ftorms, 
and  becomes  as  turbulent,  as  the  lake  itfelf  is  on 
every  blaft  of  wind,  feiids  to  the  Leintter  lady  to 
demand  reftituiion  of  her  water,  challenging  her 
upon  her  promife,  but  in  vain,  (he  had  poflfclfion, 
and  likes  the  water  fo  well,  that  (he  refolves  not 
to  part  with  it.     Neverthclefs,  becaufe  (he  would 
not  feem  to  be  worfe  than  her  word,  (he  tells  her 
that  (he  had  borrowed  it  indeed  till  Monday,  but 
her  meaning  was,  as  the  Iri(h  phrafe  has  it,  till 
Monday  after  the  day  of  eternity,  or  as  we  fay  in 
Engli(h,    on   Monday  come  never  on  a  wheel- 
barrow, (behold  the  great  antiquity  of  equivoca- 
tion) and  thus  we  have  made  a  (hift  to  keep  our 
borrowed  lake  to  this  day.     I  will  not  overburden 
the  reader,  with  the  many  pleafant  arguments  our 
natives  make  ufe  of,  to  juftify  this  ftory,  as  that 
the  place  is  yet  remaining  and  to  be  feen  in  Con- 
naught, whence  this  lake  was  taken  ;  and  that  a 
certain  church  in  an  ifiand  in  this  lake,  the  walls 
whereof  yet    remain,    was  heretofore  a   parilh 
church,  having  been   of  ready  accefs  before  the 
lake  was  placed  here,  &c.  for  it  is  not  enough, 
that  we  ourfelves  believe  this  ftorv  infinitely,  but 

wc  would  fain   be  thought  fober  and  grave  in 

fo 
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fo  doing,  and  by  our  worlhipful  rcafoning  make 
all  the  world  as  wife  as  ourfelves. 

This  lake  js  fliimtcd  in  the  heart  of  our  coun- 
ty, and  almoft  in  the  very  height  of  it,  between 
the  baronies  of  Corkery  and  Moyafliell,  diftant 
a  large  mile  from  Mullingar,  and  Northward  of 
it,  a  very  large  long  and  high  feated  water,  and 
on  every  gale  of  wind,  very  tempeftuous.  Here 
is  abundance  of  all  forts  of  fi(h  above  named, 
falmon  excepted,  the  trouts  hereof  are  the  beft 
and  largcft  in  Weft-Meath.  Of  this  water,  this 
\»  patxkulariy  obfervable,  that  it  fendeth  forth 

continually  two  ftreams  or  rivulets,  receiving  none 
into  It,  except  a  very  fmall  one  at  Portnefliangan, 
which  at  every  drought  is  dry.     One  of  thefc 
ftreams,  being  the  beginning  of  the  Brofny  be- 
fore-mentioned, runneth  out  at  the  South  end,  and 
IS  by  the  natives  called  the  Golden  Hand,  or  arm ;  Golden 
the^odicr  iflueth  out  of  the  Northern  end  of  the "^** 
lake,  and  is  by  the  natives  called  the  Silver  Hand,  silver 
or  arm.    This  filver  ftream  is  of  a  very  (hort***^ 
courfe,  not  full  a  mile  in  length,  and  yet  it  turncth 
five   ovcffhaft  mills,   whereof  the  leaft   hath  a 
wheel  twelve  feet  diameter ;  and  one  might  have 
a  wheel  of  eighteen  feet,    befides   which,  feats 
might  ^e  found  with  convenience  for  more  mills, 
if  ourj  country  could  find    them  employment. 
Thefe^ills  are  perennial,  never  dry,  not  in  the 
greatel^  droughts  I  have  fecn.    This  brook  finilh- 
cth  its  mort  courfe,  in  the  lake  called,  Lough-Iron, 
wherein  to  it  falleth  at  the  Southend  v  and  at  the 
north  end  mingles  with  the  Inny,  and  together 
with  it,  falls  into  the  Shannon.  Hence,  and  from 
what  hath  been  faid  of  the  courfe  of  the  Brofiiy^ 
the  Inny  and  Shannon,   it  is  manifeft,  that  this 
C  Laugh-- 
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JLough-Foyle,  with  its  twQ  arms  and  the  Shannon^ 
cmbraceth  half  the  county  of  Weft-Mc.ath  ;  fome 
part  of  the  county  of  Longford  j  and  a  part  no 
way  inconfiderable  of  the  King's  county  j  of  all 
wWch,  it  maketh  one  entire  conipleat  iflaad^  eve- 
ry day  in  the  year.    This  is   a  remark,  not  ob- 
served in  any  chorographical  map  I  have  fecn  of 
this  county  i  no,  not  in  3ir  William  Pel ty's  great 
map  of  Ireland. 
Digrcffi-       W  hocver  qonGders  the  great  quantity  of  wa- 
on  con-    tcrs,  that  continually  rife  in  this  lake,  which  we 
Se^rSc  f^^^   repreiented  in    thefe  two  rivers,    always 
waters,    ftreaming  from  it ;    may  juftly  wonder,  whence 
the  fund  or  fource  thereof  (hould  be.     If  it  be 
Taid,  it  is  from  the  fea,  from   v  hence  the  waters 
by  fecret  paflages,  ft  reaming  and  percolating  thro* 
the  bowels  of  earth,  lofeth  its  brackilh  faltnefs, 
and  becometh  plealant  and  healthful,  both  for  the 
life  of  man  and  beaft,  I  oppofe  it  not.     Nevcr- 
thelefe  a  great  difficulty  ariieth  on  this  hypothefis, 
For  fince  it  is  a  known  and  received  maxim  in 
Ijiydroflaticks,  that  water,  unlcfs  forced,  will  not 
rife  higher  than  itk  firtt  fource  or  head  j  how  (hall 
it  rife  in  this  lake,  in  a  place   feemingly  mudi 
higher  than  the  fea  ?     For  if  we  confider  what 
falk  this  water  hath  in  its  Silver  arm  before-men- 
tioned, evien  in  the  (hort  courfe  of  one  fmall  mile, 
and^kfter  when  it  incorporates  with  the  Inny,  in 
the  feveral  weyrs,  over  rocks  and  precipices,  as 
^t  Shrewell,  >Jewcaftle  and  elfewhere,   before  it 
rfcacheth  the  Shannon ;  then  the  whole  courfe  of 
that  rivet  and  its  falls,  as  at  the  bridge  of  Ath- 
lone,   Portumny,  the  great  cataradt  at   Killatoe, 
and  dfcwhcre,  in  its  whole  courfe,  until  it  arrives 
at  the  fea  :  we  may  modeftly  enough  compute, 
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that  the  waters  rifing  in  this  lake  are  more  than 
two-thoufandfoot^  in  perpendicular  height,  above 
the  fca,  where  fhe  Shannon  falleth  into  it.  Now 
if  the  former  riilc  hold  good,  viz.  that  water 
rifcth  not  higher  than  its  firft  fource,  it  follows 
cither  that  thefe  waters  rife  rtot  from  the  fca,  or 
that  the  fea  muft  be  fomewhere  higher  than  at  the 
inflcx  of  this  river  into  it ;  that  fo  by  its  additl- 
lional  weight,  the  waters  may  be  forced  to  rife  in 
this  lake. 

That  all  waters  come  from  the  fea,  either  by  All  wa- 
exhalation  or  percolation,  or  both,  is  plain,  not*"rs  from 
only  by  proof  from  Holy  Writ,  from  whence  the ^^^  ^^•^ 
bcft  hints  even  of  natural  philofophy  may  be  ta- 
ken ;  but  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  writers, 
that  I  have  met  with.     And  that  the  fea  is  In 
fomc  parts  higher  than  the  land,  we  have  argu-g^^^ 
mcntsfrom  the  experience  of  mariners,  who  tell  higher 
us,  that  fhips  fettlng  to  fea,  tho'  with  a  favoura-*^  ^^ 
blc  wind  and  tide,  go  out  much  more  flowly,       • 
than  they  come  in  from  it  to  harbour,  tho*  they 
come  with  a    lefs   favourable  'gale :    and  the 
reafon  given  is,  that  fetting  out,  they  fail  agatnft 
the  height  and  as  it  were  up  hill,  but  coming  to- 
wards land,  they  fail   with  the  height  and  as  it 
were  down  hill,  and  confcquently  make  the  great- 
er fpeed.    They  tell  us  alfo,  that  from  the  tops  of 
their  mafts,  they  are  able  to  defcry  a  diftant  fliip, 
whereas,  yet  below  on  the  deck  it  is  not  vifible, 
which,  in  all  likelihood,  would  not  be  fo,  if  the  fea 
lay  on  a  level  j  the  reafon  fecming  to  be  no  other, 
than  that  the  arch  of  the  hill-rifmg  fea  opppfetH, 
hindering  the  viewof  the  diftant  (hip  from  the  deck 
bfelow,  which  it  doth  not  to  them,  that  arc  fo  high 
raifed  as  the  top  mail,  inafmuch  as  at  that  heighth, 
C  z  they 
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they  may  be  taken  to  equal,  if  not  furmount  the 
he»ght  of  the  interpofing  arch ;    and  indeed  to 
the  naked  and  unaffifted  c^e,  the  fea  fecmeth 
higher  at  a  diitance  froni  l^nd,  than  it  dpes  ^ear 
thefhore,     Taking  it  therefore   for  granted,  at 
the  prelent,  on  thefe  grounds  that  this  is  thus,  the 
great  enquiry  is,  whenqe  it  gomes  to  pafs,  that  the 
fea  doth  not  qvcrflow  the  land  •  at  Icaft  thefe  pai[t§ 
that  lie  firft  and  nigheft  expofed  to  it. 
Gencfif        We  find  that  in  the  third  day's  work  of  the 
ch.  1.9.  creaiiop,  God  is  (aid  to  have  thus  commanded^ 
Let  the  water?  under  the  t^e^en  b?  gathered 
together  un;o  one  place,  ai^d  I^t  the  dry  land  ap- 
pear; where  by  the  way,  the  earth  at  this  lime 
feems  to  have  been  overwhelmed  with  watery  s 
ana  elfewherc  >ye  find  \i  is  fajd  in  Holy  Writ,  that 
he  hath  fet  bounds  unto  the  fea,  laying,  hitherto, 
(halt  thou  9Qmet  and  no  further,  and  here  (hall  thy 
J*^^3?/    proud  waves  be  fta}ed.     And  indeed,  whoever 
cpnfidiers  how  inconfirtcnt  and  fluid  a  btod y   pf 
water  is  ;  how  readil)  it  fpreads,  if  not  pent  up 
or  bounded,  will  eafily  grant,  that  it  can  be  no  lefs 
than  the  hand  and  powier  of  Almighty  Gpd,  that 
ftints  and  keeps   \ip  the  pcean  within  bounds ; 
cfpecially  firice  we  have  granted,  on   the  reafoii 
before  alledged,  that  the  i'ea  in  fom?  parts,  at  leaft 
where  it  is  moft  diftant  from  land,  is  perpendicu- 
larly higher  than  the  l^nd.     Whofoever  confiders 
this,  I  fay,  niay  think  it  well  worth  his  enquiry, 
by  what  ways  and  mean?,  this  AJmighty  hand  of 
'  Providence  thus  fufpends  or  heaps  together,  thofc 
fo  vaft  and  unwieldy  bulks  of  unfleady  water, 
which  we  call  the  oceans  ?  for  as  that  great  phi- 
lofophcr,  the  lord  yerulam  faith  in  his  advance- 
ment of  learning,  that  final  or  material  caufcs 
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arenbt  fo  fitly  the  cnquify  of  a  philofoiAcr,  as 
formal  and  efficient  caufcs  are.    Since  therefore, 
we  do  not  afcribe  this  ftupendous  adt  of  God's 
Providence  to  a  miracle,  that  is,  to  his  over-ru- 
ling power,  whercb)  he,  whofe  ways  are  paft  find- 
ing out,  afts  fomething  quite  without,  befides, 
oragainft  ail  natural  caufes;  It  may  perhaps  be 
looked  upon  as  no  undutiful  part  in  ut,  toendea* 
vour  modeftly  to  fearch  into  the  caures,methodr, 
w  ways,  which  he  in  his  wifdom  takes, for  efFea* 
>ng  ihis    fo  wonderful  a    phocnomenon.     For 
mfcBof  this  nature,  when  found  out,  or  per* 
*ap»  but  narrowly  fcarched  after j  oftentimes  mi- 
Mcr  matter  of  praifing,  admiring  and  adoring 
the  infinite  abyffes  of  his  wifdom  and  almighty 
power.      If  \t  be  true,  what  fome  iffirm,  that 
Ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  it  muft  be 
onlyoffuch  blind  and  fuperftitious  performances, 
as  fuch  men  endeavour  to  beget  in  their  devotion*. 
For  certairily,  a  true  and  generous  admiration  and 
adoration  of  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  God 
can  never  have  rifcn  from  dull  ignorance,  or  blind* 
ncfs  ;  and  I  remember  our  late  cited  author,  the 
lUuftrious    Bacon,     writes  foraewhere    to  *  this 
J>urpofej  that  alhort,  dull",  and  fhallow  enquiry 
into  the  natural  cadfes  of  things,  or  (which  is  the 
f»me  in  eflFeit)  a  (light  and  fuperficial  knowledge 
in  natural  Philofophy,  tends  to  Atheifm  and  irreli- 
gion,  which  I  place  but  one  degree  beyond  reno- 
unce, or  rather  look  on   a»  an  higlier  itaprove- 
nient  therer^f ;  whereasa  full,  rtrenuous  and  deep 
fearch  after  the^fiaufes  of  things,  tends,  diiwiWy  hot 
only  to  the  findmg  ^t  that  there  is  a  God^  but  tbe 
adoration  of  him  when  fovind.  •  And  thus  it  was 
«ri»ly  faid  of  the  heathen  Philofopbcr,  that  iiMiii, 
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thcpricft  of  natiire,  that  is,  who,  on  all  occafions, 

ofFcrcth  iip  unto  his  maker  facrificcs  of  praifes 

and  thankfgivings,  for  thdife  excellencies  he  finds 

out  in  his  fellow-cre^ture6  ;  and  thofe  wonderful 

operations  they  perform,  tho'  they  be  altogether 

inferifible  of  thefe  aftings  themfelves. 

.    To  endeavour  thorefore  to  give  fome  probable 

hint,  if  it  may  be;  towards  folving  this  great  pro- 

pofed  difficulty,  wKy  the  vaft  ocean,  being  granted 

faij^er  thin  the  land^  doth  not  overiSow  it  ?  I  havfc 

confidered  what  I  fiQd  very  ingtnioufly  propofed 

and  fiifficientiy  made  out,  by  the  no  lefs  learned, 

-than   truly  hon€>tirabl€  virtuofo,  Robert  Boyle, 

Efq;  in  his  tra^  of  Phyficomechanical   experi- 

tnepU,  and  that  is,  that  the  air  hath  in  it  both 

weight  and  ^ring^  or  a.  coritintial  endeavour  bf 

exjxinding  itfelf.     This  fpriftg^  the  fame  authoV 

.makes  out  to  be  ftrohger  A^Wc^h  is  here  near  the 

«arth,  thin  it  IS  higher  up  and  at  greater  diftance 

&om  us,  be'mg  incrcafed  here  by  its  own  weight, 

^5  we  fee  in  artificial  fprings,  the  more  we  ftrain 

or  prefs  on  thert',  the  more  forcible  are  their  en- 

tlfeayours  of  j-efiftance  or  expanfion.    By  thefc  two 

properties  (which  in  his  faid  work  4ie  makes  oiit 

beyond  exception)  of  the  air,  he  folveth  all  the 

4>haBnomenathftttthe  world  of  philofophers  before 

him  thoughtfuffici^ntly  anfwered,  when  they  told 

us,  for  inftance,  that  heavy  bodies  under  fuch  and 

fijch  jcircumlftanCes;   will,  of  their  own  accord, 

-fiiipend  as  it  were  their  own  innate  gravky,  and 

T«Uiily. move  upwards,  to  prevent  that  great  evil 

:ofadbafm,  hiatus,  6r  vacuutn  in  nature,  herein 

.mfcribing  to  fenfeiefs  and  inanimate  bodies,  the 

'  operation  of  eleftion  and  iinderftanding  ;  for,  ob 

^fitam  ^^^  mn.tfii  niji  fotiuf  natura  intelligentis : 

t  .  but 
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ixit  to  him  who  well  confiders  and  weighs  what 
our  faid  author  delivers  in  his  faid  excellent  piecc> 
it  is  manifcft  thar  they  move  upwards  in  fuch 
cbannels  and  under  fuch  circumftances  nbt  of 
their  own  accord,  but  as  they  are  impelled  and 
forced  by  the  fpring  and  weight  of  the  outward 
ar,  where  the  counterbalance  of  the  air^  that  be- 
fore was  within,  is  removed.  For  dear  maili* 
fcftation  of  thisdoftrine,  I  refer  my  reader  to  the^ 
learned  author's  work  itfclf,  wherewith  whofoever 
(hall not  reft  fatisfied,  Irequeft  him  to  produce: 
a  mote  rational  hypothefis^  or  eUd  in  plain  terms 
kt  him  aflert^  that  the  fucker  in  his  pneumattcal 
«Jg/ne  (which  being  let  flip,  when  the  receiver 
was  almoft  emptied,  did  with  fuch  impetuofity 
and  hade  afcend)  was  an  intdligent  animal ;  of^ 
if  he  like  not  that,  let  him  go  a  wool-gathering 
with  Moor's  Anima  Mundi,  or  enjoy  the  fancy 
of  liney's  invifible  unaccountable  hooks  und' 
wires  •,  for  my  part,  I  (ball  here  take  for  granted 
and  la^'it  down  for  an  uncontroukd  principle, 
that  the  a\r,  or  atmofphere,  hath  thefe  two  pro- 
praties  of  weight  and  fpring  in  it. 

Now  on  this  ground  I  |f)roceed  to  confider  thfe 
whole  aggregate  globe  of  the  earth  and  water,  in 
that ftate  we  may  fafely  imagineit  was  in  before 
the  Almighty  pronounced  thefe  word&befofe  cited 
in  the  work  of  the  third  day  ;  or^  if  you  fdeafe, 
as  it  was  during  the  height  of  Noah*s  flood.  And 
4us  we  may  fuppofe  the  whcde  earth  covered  with 
water,  as  the  text  plainly  fliewettf  it  was.  Iwthi 
^^  placc^  fuppofe  here  the  whdie  atrnofpher^ 
Qt  body^of  air^  now  beginning  to  aft  on  the  aggrc-t 
gate  of  earth  and  water,  whidiitehcompaiTethoa 
*W  parts  by  the  force  of  its  fprings  and  prcfliire 
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of  its  weights,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  earth  beieg  ^ 
body  confident  and  compact,   whofe   parts  will 
not  eafily  feparate,  or  give  way  to  the  activity  of 
thefpringand  weight  of  the  air,  ihall  flilJ  keep 
its  own  place,  and  the  fituation  of  all  its  parts 
intire,  notwithftanding  the  effort  of  the  air  upon 
this  aggregate  :  whereas  on  the  other  fide,  the^ 
water  being  a  body  fluid,  and  whofe  parts  eafily 
feparate,  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  give  way  to 
this  now  incumbent  weight  and  a^ivity  of  the 
ttmofphere,  which  if  it  do,  it  cannot  otherwife 
do  it,  than  by  receding  from  fome  parts  of  the 
eairth,  and  confequently  rolling  back  upon  itfelf ; 
or,  as  the  expreffion  of  Holy  Writ  runs,  by  ga- 
thering together  unto  one  place  or  portion  of  the 
earth.    And  thus  gathered  together,  it  feems, 
to  be  even  at  this  day  •,   for  whoever  views  the 
whole;  habitable  continent,  as  reprcfented  in  our 
geographical  maps  or  globes,  ftiall  fee  it  lie  in 
form  of  two  great  iflands  (for  whether   the  ex- 
ttreme  North  and  South  parts  be  land  or  water  is 
not  yet  certain,  and  each  alike  to  the  matter  in 
hand)  and  the  ocean  as  one  great  water,  bounding 
it  (every  where*    Now  this  operation   of  the  air, 
ftill  continuing  on   the  whole  fphere  and  adting 
uniformly,  will  not  ceafe  thus  to  drive  and  force 
the  waters  from  the  face  of  the  earth  upon  them- 
felve^,  till  the  air  and  waters  be  brought  into  an 
equ^l  balance,  that  is,  till  the  power  of  the  weight 
and  fpring  of  the  air  can  force  no  more  waters 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  nor  raife  them  higher, 
nor  keep  them  fufpended  if  they  were  higher 
raifed.     For  it  is  manifeft,   if  we  fuppofe  the 
weight  and  fpring  of  the  air,  really  to  furmount, 
or  but  equal  the  weight  of  the  water,  the  opera*- 
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tlon  would  not  have  rcftcd  where  it  docs,  but  the 
a\T  would  have  removed  the  waters  quite  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.     The  infinite   wildom  of  the 
Almighty  having  (for  the  advantage  of  the  whok) 
ib  proportioned  and  balanced  the  weight  of  the 
one,  with  the  fpring  and  weight  of  the  other,  that 
there  is  yet  water  enough  kft  in  the  fea^  to  poffcfs 
and  fill  his  decreed  place  which  he  brake  up  for  it^ 
and  yet  are  they  not  fo  high  raifed,  but  that  the 
weight  and  fpring  of  the  air  (which  as  doors  and  Job,  58« 
bars  he  hath  fet  to  it)  are  fufficient  and  ftrong  ^^ 
cnoii%hto  fuftain  and  lock  it  up  from  overflowing 
the  face  of  the  earth :  a  confideration,  though  but 
in  this  one  inftance,  fufficient  to  filence  alt  athe- 
iftical  cavils,  and  eternally  to  open  the  mouths  of 
the  admirers  and  adorers  of  the  infinite  wifdom  of 
the  Deky,  in  fongs  and  praifes  of  tliankfgiving. 
For  further  dilucidation  of  this  matter,  I  (hall 
inftance  a  part  only  of  the  vaft  ocean,  as  under 
the  mentioned  circumftances.    Let  us  therefore 
take  that  limb  thereof  that  interpofeth  between 
our  European  (hores  and  thefe  opf)ofite  in  Ame- 
rica ;  fuppofe  we  them  both  covered  as  before  with 
water,  and  then  the  air,  by  force  of  its  fpring  and 
weight,  adting  as  before  on  them,  the  cffedt  cari 
be  no  other  than  that  the  waters  that  cover  Europe 
fliali  be  driven  from  it  towards  the  American  (here, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  means,  (hall 
the  water  that  covereth  thefe  parts  of  America> 
that  oppofe  us,  be  driven  thence  towards  us  :  the 
effect  of  the  whole  operation  can  be  no  other  than 
that  the  waters  muft  rife  higheft  between  both 
ftorcs,  cvenin  themidft,  and  there  remain  fuf- 
pcnded,  or  heaped  up,  when  fartheft  from  the 
land  •  and  this  is  the  thing  I  contend  for.    Thus 
therefore  we  imagine  the  whole  ocean  to  be  raifed 
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and  fufpended  between  itsoppofite  (hores,  every- 
where in  form  of  a  rifing,  or  every  way  hanging 
ground  in  the  midft  of  a  plain ;  or^  if  you  pleafe^ 
like  an  higher  raifed  ridge^  between  two  others 
that  are  flatter  and  lower  than  it.  1  (hail  yet  at* 
tempt  further  to  illulbate  my  apprehenfionsin  this 
whole  matter,  by  inftancing  the  operation  of  the 
air  in  one  of  the  fmalleft  portions  of  water.  Sup- 
pofe  we  then^  but  one  drop  of  water  trickling 
down  from  an  height  and  hanging  on  the  point 
of  a  reed,  not  yet  grown  weighty  enough  to  part 
yrith  it  :  you  may  perceive  this  faid  drop  (during 
the  fufpenfion)  to  hang  in  fhape  and  form  of  a 
fphere  or  globe,  and  in  this  form  to  continue, 
even  when  it  falls,  until  it  readi  the  ground. 
Now  I  afk,  why  is  the  form  or  fhape  of  this  drop 
fpherical  i  I  remember  an  ancient  grave  perfon» 
well  i£ad  m  the  philoTophy  of  the  fchools,  did 
long  fince  with  a  compofed  countenance,  and  ma- 
giflcrially  enough,  anfwer  me  to  this  very  qucf- 
(ion,  much  after  this  manner  :  Sweetheart,  thou 
muR,  underfland,  that  this  fpherical  figure  is  of  all 
other  the  moft  entire  and  compact ;  this  drop  of 
water  therefore  cafls  itfelf  into  this  figure  to  pre- 
fcrve  all  its  p^irts  entire,  for  it  is  not  poffible  that 
in  any  other  figure  a  quantum  equal  to  this  drop, 
can  cpntraft  all  its  parts  fo  near  the  centre,  as  in  this 
form.  This  he  fpake  with  gravity  and  refcrvcd- 
nefs,  enough  to  have  filenced  all  oppofition  from 
one  of  my  lUtion  at  that  time.  But  to  return  to 
}iis  anfwer.  Is  not  this  the  fame  error  I  not  long 
fmce  reproved,  of  afcribing  to  inanimate  bodies 
gdtions  of  reafon  and  choice  ?  Is  not  this  plainly,  as 
the  poet  hath  it,  cum  ratione  infanire  f  However, 
with  this  anfwer  coming  from  fo  grave  a  fenior,  to 
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whom  for  his  ancient  ftanding  I  had  a  gi>eat  reve- 
rence, I  refted  fatisfied,  though  I  confefs  very 
Ktde  wifer.  And  certahily  had  he  well  confidered, 
he  could  hardly  have  fit  on  a  lefs  rational  an- 
fwer ;  for  can  any  one  imagine,  that  water,  which 
of  its  own  nature  is  not  kept  within  any  bounds, 
(hould  for  prefer vatiori  of  continuity,  eontra<5k  it^ 
fdf  within  the  riarrowell  and  moft  imaginabte 
compadt  of  all  bounds,  even  thiat  of  a  fphere. 

But  for  anfwer  to  this  queftion.    Let  us  look 

on  this  drop,  or  fmall  portion  of  water,  as  it  is 

cxpofcd  in  the  open  air,  bounded  every  where  by 

a  body  which  endeavoureth  every  way  to  expand 

itfelf;  it  is  very  eafy  to  conceive^  that  every  mi^ 

nute  part  of  this  water  (hall  be  forced  by  the  fpring 

in  that  portion  of  the  air  which  bears  upon  it;  from 

the  air  itfelf,  and  confequendy  inwards  updn  itfelf, 

(o  that  all  parts  being  at  once  fo  equally  born  up^ 

on,  both  under,  over  and  on  all  fides,  the  refult 

of  this  adtion   can   be  none  other,   than  to  caft 

this  fmall  quantity  of  water  into  our  mentioned 

fpherical  figure.     This  will  appear  yet  farther  if 

we  take  this  drop  and  lay  it  gently  on  a  Hard 

body,  as  a  b(>ard  orftone,  you  (hall  find  it  will 

immediately  aker  the  fhape,  and  become  from  a 

fphere  to  an  hcmifphere.     The  reafon  being,  that 

by  tending  or  leaning  cin  the  harder  body,  the  ak 

becomes  excluded  from  thefe  parts  that  touch, 

i^hich  being  now  no  lionger  afted  on  by  the  air, 

tiie  fluid  body,  from  its  own  weight,   fpreads, 

^nd  here  clearly  (hews  what  it  would  teve  done 

btfore,  if  it  had  n^t' fuffered  violence  from  the 

ambient  air.    And  to  evince  tJiis  farther,  let  it  be 

confidered  that  fo  touehof  our  drop  as  yet  re- 

nniins  expofcdto  the  a<aivity  of  the  air,  retains 
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fiill  its  globular  figure  in  the  hemifphere  before 
mentioned. 

But  if  after  all  this^  our  drop  be  taken  and  laid 
on  other  waterj  it  then  immediately  difappears^ 
for  mixing  and  incorporating  into  its  congcnite 
liquor,  all  the  parts  of  it  are  excludedi  from  the 
aftion  of  the  air,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  the  upper- 
moft  of  all,  and  thofe  (if  any  protuberance  you 
will  imagine  yet  left)  will  forthwith  be  deprefTed 
into  an  equality  of  fuperficies  with  the  former 
water.  But  1  apprehend,  fome  one  may  object  tq 
all  this,  that  I  take  on  me  here  to  illuftrate,  the 
effort  of  the  air,  on  the  grcatell  imaginable  quan- 
tity of  water,  from  what  it  workcth  on  the  kaft^ 
and  that,  altho*  the  fpring  and  weight  of  the  air 
may  be  imagined  to  have  fuch  a  power  over  fo 
fmall  a  portion  of  water,  it  is  not  reafonable  to 
imagine  it  (houldhave  the  like,  on  fo  great  a  bulk^ 
as  is  the  entire  ocean«  To  this  I  anfwer  in  (faort, 
that  the  mentioned  effort  of  the  air,  on  one  fmall 
drop  is  of  no  more  parts  of  air,  than  what  imme- 
diately furround  it.  Hence  therefore  I  infer,  that 
if  fuch  be  the  eflfort  of  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  air,  on 
a  portion  of  water,  equal  to  it,  why  may  we  not 
imagine  that  the  whole  atmofphere,  or  the  whole 
united  body  of  the  air,  that  furrounds  this  aggrc* 
gate  of  earth  and  water,  which  bears  yet  a  greater 
proportion  to  the  ocean^  how  vaft  foevcr  it  be, 
may  have  a  conformable  operation,  on  the  whole 
waters  expofed  to  it. 

I  (hall  yet  attempt  one  inllance  more.  Fill  a 
glafs  or  other  veffel,  with  water  or  other  liquor, 
till  it  be  full,  and  if  you  yet  continue  gently 
to  pour  pn,  you  will  find  that  nfJore  liquor  will  yet 
be  heaped  on  the  glafs,  than  really  the  glafs  doih  . 
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contain,  even  to  the  height  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
grain  of  barley,  or  more,  and  there  itf^^ill  K^hg, 
on  the  fubjacent  liquor  in  the  glafs,  which  I  fup- 
j)ofc  to  be  what  Virgil  meancth,  by  his  vina  coro- 
nant.    The  reafon  of  the  liquor  being  thus  fuf- 
pended,  and  not  falling  oflf,  I  take  to  be  none 
other,  than  what  we  have  been  all  this  while  dif- 
pourfing,  and  need  not  here  repeat.     But  if  you 
(hall  attempt  to  pouronftill  more,  the  liquor  will 
rife, 'till  it  hath  attained  fo  high  above  the  lip  of  the 
glafsythat  the  weight  of  this  heaped  water,  begins 
now  to  over-balance  the  weight  and  activity  of  the 
portion  of  air  that  hitherto  fuftained  it,  which  is  no 
more  than  what  equals  the  periphery  of  the  glafs 
itfelf;  and  now  by  reafon  that  the  Ipring  of  the 
air,  is  overpowered  by  the  weight  of  the  over- 
heaped  water  ;  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  the  liquid 
body  difflow  and  fall  off,  which  it  had  done  at  firft, 
if  it  had  not  been  been  upheld  and  forced  together, 
ty  the  fpring  of  the  air.     And  now  you  may  be- 
hold the  water  continue  falling  off  'till  the  over- 
balance, or  fomcwhat  more  be  run  off,  and  then 
ag;ain  it  (lops,  and  that  before  the  heaped  liquor 
be  quite  got  off;  for  now  again,  the  effort  of  the 
air  prevailing,  it  checks  the  reniainder  and  fup- 
ports  a  qonfidcrable  quantity  of  water,  after  the 
head  is  brought  to  an  equilibrium,  or  perhaps 
\inder  It,  with  the  portion  of  air  that  a<Slcth  on  it. 
I  (hall  here  ceafe  from  farther  inftances,  and  if 
by  this  time  it  may  be  granted,  that  the  ocean  is 
fuftained  and  fufpended  by  the  weight  and  pref- 
fure  of  the  fpring  of  the  air,  to  any  pitch  above 
the  higheft  mountains  in  land,  and  thereby  with- 
held from  returning  and  overflowing  the  fame, 
it  will  then  be  eafy  to  anfwer  all  the  cavils  that 
(opic  have  brought,  againft  the  polfibility  of  fuch 
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an  univerfal  deluge,  as  we  find  recorded  in  holy 
writ  to  have  been  in  the  days  of  Noah  ;  for  if  we 
ftiall  fuppofc,  that  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  at  that 
time,  but  to  fufpcnd  or  withdraw,  for  the  punilh- 

Daniel3.  ment  of  mankind,  the  weight  andadtivity  of  the 
air,  as  we  feehe  did  that  of  the  mod  fubfile  and  vib- 
lent  of  all  natural  agents,  that  we  arc  acquainted 
with,  even  the  fevcn  times  more  than  ufually  excit- 
ed fire  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  furnace ;  what  can  be 
then  imagined,  but  thefe  vaft  heaps  of  water  being 
now  no  longer  fuftained  or  prefled   together  by 
the  countcrpoife  and  adivity  of  the  atmofphere, 
(or  if  we  may  make  bold  with  the  forementioned 
exprcflion  out  of  Job)  the  doors  and  bars  which 
the  Almighty  had  fet  unto  the  vaft  ocean,  being 
now  opened  and  withdrawn,  thefe  waters,  I  fay, 
muft  needs  (as  it  were)  of  their  own  accord,  from 
the  law  of  their  innate  weight  and  fluidity,  djf- 

Genefis    ^^^*  fpr^ad  abroad  and  prevail  over  the  face  of 

7.  II.  the  earth,  as  we  read,  they  then  did.  And  who 
knows  if  by  the  fountains  of  the  deep,  that  arc 
faid  to  have  been  then  broken  up,  any  other 
matter  or  thing  be  intended,  than  this  great  ir- 
ruption of  waters,  on  the  withdrawing  the  adi- 
vity  of  the  atnlofphere.  And  if  all  this  be  ima- 
gined too  little,  (as  perhaps  it  was)  to  beget  (o 
great  a  deluge,  as  that  was,  for  it  is  faid,  that  the 
higheft  mountains  on  earth,  were  covered  fifteen 

Vcrfc  i^  cubits  deep  ;  Behold  then,  hereunto  added,  the 
auxiliary  waters  of  thefe  vaft  catarafts  and  fpouts, 
that  fell  for  forty  days  continually. 

EfJ  nonprofuntfingula^  jurt^la  juvant.     Ovid. 

In  union  mighty,  though,  divided,  weak. 

Agafn, 
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Again,  (which  ftill  makes  for  our  Hjpodiefis) 
wcfind,  ch.  8.  when  it  pieafed  God  the  waters 
(hould  abate,  it  is  faid  that  God  firll  made  a  wind 
topafs  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  fuppofe  all 
men  conclude  that  wind  is  nothing  elfe  than  air^ 
forced  or  driven  in  fuch  a  channel ;  and  I  believe^ 
no  man  of  reafon  will  imagine,  that  the  activity 
of  the  fpring  of  the  air,  which  we  fuppofe  now 
again  reftored,  was  any  way  impaired  by  its  being 
now  itfelf,  put  into  a  more  brifk  motion.  And 
who  knows,  if  by  the  wind  here  mentioned,  be 
TMQl'mtcndcd,  this  very  thing  I  drive  at,  viz.  the 

weight  and  fpring  of  the  air,  now  not  only  rc- 
&orcd^  but  invigorated  on  this  extraordinary  ecca- 
lion,  we  fee  the  eflfed  followed,  for  it  is  exprcfly 
faid,  that  the  waters  returned  from  off  the  face  of 
the  earth,  continually.     Behold  we  here  the  uni-^^  ^'  3' 
form  efFed  of  the  weight  and  fpring  of  the  air  re-    ' 
tiifned,  an  effedt,  furpafling  the  power  of  the  mind, 
if  we  fuppofe  it  void  both  of  fpring  and  weight. 
To  my  imagination,  not  only  the  whole  current 
of  thefe  texts  feem  fully  to  confirm  our  Hypothe- 
cs, but  the  Hypothefis  itfelf  feems  plainly  to  ex- 
pound what  elfe  is  dark  in  them  ;  and  certainly 
there  is  fuch  a  connexion  between  the  word  of  God 
and  his  works,  that  they  bell  elucidate  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  tho*  the  main  current  and  defign  of  the 
holy  fpirit  in  the  fcripture,  is  chiefly  the  delivery 
of  fuch  truths,  as  being  affented  unto  both  in  the* 
ory  and  practice,  render  a  man  happy,  both  in  this 
life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  yet,  cxfupcrabun- 
dant,  we  have  in   them,  not  only  the  beft  pre- 
cepts of  moral  philofophy,  but  interfperfed  fuch 
excellent  hints  of  natural  philofophy  alfo,    as 
^hen  rightly  apprehended,  lead  us  to  a  more  ex- 
cellent 
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cellcnt  and  certain  knowledge  of.thc  works  of 
nature,  than  all  the  mighty  voluminous  writings 
of  many  of  our  modern  commentators  on  Ari- 
ftotle,  can  do  without  them.     But  this  by  the  by. 
Now  therefore  to  draw  towards  a  conclufion  of 
this  matter.     If  on  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  be 
thought  fit  to  admit,  that  by  the  cfFedt  of  the 
air,  on  the  water  in  the  ocean,  they  are  higheft 
raifed,  where  farther  diftant  from  land,  then  it  is 
cafy  to  give  an  account  how  the   waters  here  in 
Lough- Foyle,  as  alfo,  in  all  other  places  elevated 
fo  high  above  the  fea,  at  the  influx  of  their  feveral 
torrents  into  it,  may  be  faid,  and  that  without  in- 
jury to  our  forccited  Hydroftatical  maxim,  viz. 
that  waters  rife  not,  unlcfs  forced,   higher  than 
their  firft  foufce,  to  come  from  the  fea  :  for  it  is 
clear  as  what  hath  been  faid,  that  waters  heaped 
on  themfelves  may,  at  diftance  of  many  leagues, 
fui  mount  our  propofed  heigh th  of  two  thouf^nd 
foot;  if  fo,  then  the  higher  parts  of  thefe  heaped 
waters,  prefling  on  thefe  fubjeded  unto  them,  as 
our  forementioned  accurate  author  makes  manifcll 
Mr.Boyl^jj^^y  ^^^  j,^  j^jg  Hydroftatical  experiments,  con- 
trary to  the  axiom  of  the  fchools,  Elmenta  nongra- 
vitant  in  propiis  hcis.  Thefe  lower  parts,  thus  prcff- 
cd,  when  they  find  fecret  paffages  and  pores  in 
the  caverns  of  the  earth,  are  through  them  forced 
by  that  higher  and  greater  weight  abroad  in  the 
ocean,  to  rife  and  fpring  wherever  their  conduits 
lead  them,  (as  for  inftancc  in  this  our  lake)  and 
ftream  from  them  continually. 

And  now  at  lalt,  for  anfwer  to  our  great  propof- 
ed queftion,  why  the  water  in  the  ocean,  being  on 
our  Hypothefis  higher  than  the  land,  overflow  it 
not.    It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  that  power  in 
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the  air,  that  we  now  fuppofe  tbie  to  fdrce  back 
and  heap  up  tbe  witeraon  themfelvei)  is.alfo  able 
to  ke«p  them  up  and  fufpend  them,  where  tbua 
forced  bock.  And  to  put  us  out  of  all  fear  of 
their  returning  to  overflow  the  earth  again,  we 
have  the  pro^Jfe  of  tbe  Almighty,  in  thia  cafe^^^^'** 
exprefety  afluring  ua,  that  the  watera(haU  no  more^*  '^* 
become  a  flood  to  d^ftroy  all  flefh. 

I  have  in  this  difcourfe,  adventured  to  e^cpofe 
tbefe  fentiments  1  judged  rational  to  infer  from 
the  princrptea  laid  down  to  my  hand,  by  that 
truly  able  and  exoeilent  author  befbrenamed,  de- 
figning  not  in  the  leaft  to  tmpofe  upon  any ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  I  ferioully  offer  to  the  reader,  what  I 
And  very  ingenioufly  propofed  by  the  poet,  for 
his  imitation  ( 


Si  iinid  nmHi  reffius  iSis^ 


Candidus  imptrti  %  Ji  f¥in%  Ms  Ut^e  tne^m, 

Hoa; 

If  abetter  lVftem*athipe, 


Impart  it  frankly^  or  make  ufe  of  mine. 

PaAKOia« 

And  now  for  clofingupthis  difcourfe,  too  long 
to  be  filled  a  digreflioft,  tho*  it  be  no  other,  I  (hall 
horrow  a  few  lines  from  our  Britifb  Virgil,  out 
of  his  mafter-plece,  his  paraphrafc  pn  the  one 
bundred  and  fourth  pfalm. 

Tererum,  Deusafme^  canam,  dominUm^pairemque: 

Magne  parens^  fanilx  quam  mijtltiteverendm^ 

j^tberu  dfternas  reliof  mo/iris  hahin^. 

Tedicor^  our  aits  ambit  teghria  pennis^ 

Ei  circUthfu/uMvefHt  prote^mtnelumeH. 

Tu  tibi  pro  veto  nitidi  tenMria  c^li 

Ei  Uquidas  curvofujpendu  prnice  fymphas  j 
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Et  levibus  veniorum  aks  per  ifumiavtilus^ 
Franas  ecu  cekres  voUtantia  nubila  currus^ 
jipparent  accinSa  aura  flammaque  minijira, 
Utjufta  accipiant.    Stat  nuUo  mcbilis  ato 
Terra^  fuper/olida  nitens  fundamina  molis^ 
Polkntiftabilita  manu^  terra  obruta  qumdam 
Fluaibus^  utfujo Super  arduaculmimveh: 
Scd  ftmul  increpuit  tua  vox^  tonitruque  tremendo 
Infonuere  aura^  pauJatm  af vender e  montes 
Cernere  erat^  fenfimque  carvas  Jubfidere  valles^ 
'    Inque  cavas  valks  trepidas  decurrere  lympbas. 
Neve  iterum  immiffa  tellus  ftagnaret  ab  unda^ 
Limit  ibus  compreffafuis  refonantia  pangit 
Littoray  prefcriptas  volitans  tranfcendere  metas. 

BUCHAK. 

Awake,  my  foul,  to  hymns  of  praifc  ; 

To  God  the  fbng  of  triumph  raife, 

O  clothed  with  majefty  divine. 

What  pomp,  what  glory,  lord,  arc  thine ! 

Light  forms  thy  robe,  and  round  thy  head 

The  Heavens  their  ample  curtain  fpread. 

Thou  know*ft  amid  the  fluid  fpace 

The  ftrong-compadted  beams  to  place. 

That  proof  to  wafting  ages  lie. 

And  prop  the  chambers  of  the  flcy. 

Behold,  aloft,  the  King  of  Kings, 

Borne  on  the  wind's  expanded  wings, 

(His  chariot  by  the  clouds  fuppHed,) 

Through  Heav'ns  wide  realms  triumphant  ride. 

Around  him  rangM  in  awful  ftate 

Th*  afTembled  ftorms  miniftrant  wait ;. 

And  flamesj  attentive  to  fulfill 

The  dictates  of  his  mighty  will. 

On  firmeft  bafe  uprear'd  the  earth 

To  him  afcribes  her  wondrous  birth. 

He 
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He  fpake ;  and  o*cr  each  mountain's  head 
The  deep  its  watery  mantle  fpread  : 
He  fp^k^  \  a  fid  from  the  whelming  flood 
Again  therr  tops  emergent  ftood  j 
And  faft  ado wn  their  berfHing  fide 
With  refluent  ftream  the  currents  glide  : 
Aw*d  by  his  ftern  rebuke  they  fly. 
While  peals  of  thunder  rend  the  flty. 
In  mingled  tumult  upward  borne 
Now  to  the  mountain*s  height  return^ 
.  Uovr  lodg'd  within  their  peaceful  bed 
A\ong  the  winding  vale  are  led, 
Ar.d,  taught  their  deftinM  bounds  to  know, 
No  more  th'  affrighted  earth  overflow, 
But  obvious  to  her  ufe  (their  courfc 
By  nature's  ever  copious  fource 
Supplied,)  refrefti  the  hilly  plain, 
And  life  in  all  its  forms  fuftain.  MsRiticfC* 

And  now  torelurntoour  Silver  Hand  or  llream, 
iflliing,  as  we  faid  before,  out  of  the  northern  end 
of  Lough-Foyley  whofe  many  falls,  in  fo  (hort  a 
courfe,  hath  led  us  fo^  long  a  dance,  1  (hall  give  one 
remarkabJc  paflage  concerning  it,  which  you  may 
take  on  my  own  certain  knowledge.     In  a  very 
cold  feafon,  about   twenty  years   fince,  Lough- 
Iron,  rwhereinto  I  fold  you  this  brook  falls)  being 
frozen  ail  over,  infomuch  as  men  and  horfes  went 
over  it  without  hazard  ;  this  Silver  Hand,  when 
it   had   attained  the  lake,  held  on  its  conrtV^  I 
may  rather  fay  channel,  thro*  the  whole  length  of 
the  lake,  liquid  and   unfrozen  5    and,    which  is 
more  to  be   admired,  the  ftagnant  water  of  ihe 
lake  itfelf,     continued   frozen .  Under  the   Hqui4 
running   ftream  ;   infomuch  as  both   men  and 
Women,  with  horfes  loaden,  did,  at  that  time,  f^fe- 
ly  walk  on  the  ice,  thro*  the  ftream.  I  m>  fclf,  be- 
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ing  one,  walked  ancle  deep  in  the  water  on.  the  ice^ 
where  I  am  certain,  there  was,  of  ice  and  water 
together,  the  depith  of  no  left  than  fifteen  foot. 
This  continued  t;hus  for  many  days^  during  the 
coldfeafon,  an4  i^semijjg  to  admire  it,  I  was  told 
by  an  ancient  and  grave  perfon,  that  it  had  been 
fo  once  before  in  my  grand -father's  days :  and 
tradition  tells  us,  it  was  once  fo,  when  th^  monk;s 
dwelt  here.  The  caufe  hereof  may  be,  for  that 
the  water,  by  falling  ovcrfomwy  precipices  and 
mills,  in  the  ftort  coqrfe  befpi;e  def^ribed^  hath 
its  fpirits  fo  excited  and  made  adive  or  tremulous 
in  it,  fo  as  th&t  the  cold  cannot  fo  eafily  fix  the. 
parts  thereof,  as  of  the  more  dully  phlegmatic 
and  fiagnant  water  in  the  lake  itfelf,  as  we  fee 
running  rapid  ftreams,  dp  not  fo  readily  freeze, 
as  more  quiet  wj^en  This  I  offer  only  by  w;ay 
d[^6t  fpr  I  conf(^i^  I  know  not  why  %  this 
n^afon  i^  <^uld  not  be  always,  thus  in  great 
^9i^^;  and  yet  I  have  feverajl  times  known  thia 
la^c  froan  over,  without  any  appearance  of  thia 
^eam^on^it.  l^t  I  Ifcaye  the  more  accurate  and 
Tilqt  inquiiltion  into  this  odd*phcenomenon,  to  the 
curious  witsof  this  inquifitiveage  whereiii  welive* 
And  now  to  return  to  Lough- Foyle,  whenc? 
we  hayca,  long  time  deviated.  Toward? the 
foiithern  end  of  it  there  is  an  ifland,  before-men- 
tipwd,  and  in  it  a  chqrch,  faid  to  have  been  of 
^td  a  place  of  pilgrimage.  In  our  laft,  long  and 
unhappy  wars  of  forty-one,  towards  the  liattejr 
end  thereof,  when  the  power  of  our  Englilh  arms 
l^SgiEfn  to  prevail  in  this  country  ;  this  ifland  was 
ir^adca  garrifon,  or  a  place  of  retreat  apd  fafety 
^r  the  natives,  whohitharto,  andto  all  fuchlike 
placesi  flocked  for  fecuring  their  perfons  and 
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goods,  dhtH  tbey  cdtild  ttidke  their  t6rtip6fit!on. 
From  ihxk  iHand  then.  Were  jfent  two  riien  in  ii 
cot  to  1>ring  in  ttnf,  Aroiti  n  heighbourihg  tx)^ 
whdre  it  ftooi^  ftack^  up  and  diry  :  haviilg  Ibad^ 
tbtir  cot,  ttey .  took  in  a  young  woman,  whom 
they  fe^ed  ih  the  midft  of  the  cot  upon  the  tur^, 
md  fitohched  forth.    It  fbi^tuiied  the  cot  fpruhg 
an  unufual  lake,  tod  before  they  heeded  it,  it 
IWIS  inorc  than  half  full  of  water ;  the  nieh  pfiecl 
^b£ft  they  could  to  j^et  to  laiid,  but  the  water 
prmited  fo  that  the  cot  funk  •,  the  men  hot 
MMtn  fwintimihg  were  both  loft  ;  the  woman, 
in  fogreat  a  confternation,  giving  herfclf  for  loff,, 
cocfejvourtd  no  way  t6  fave  htrfetf,  but  fat  ftiU 
Without  motion  and  almoft  without  fenfe ;  yet 
ttplcafcd  the  Almighty,  Whb  oftentinieis  wohdi^* 
my  and  beybnd  hope  ap(k)inteth  means  of  de- 
fiftrance,  when  the  cot  funk,  (he  continuing  ftill 
in  the  pofture  (he  was  fir  ft  feated  in  jSoated,  f^ 
foniuch  of  the  t\ 
coats  as  buoyed  hi 
on  the.lake,  (he  c 
anoth^  cot,  fent 
received  afmoft  fcr 

hath  been  confirmed  to  me,  hot  only  bv  an  eye 
Witnefs,  but  by  one  of  thofe,  who  in  the  other 
cot  relieved  her ;  and  I  am  told  the  woman  is  yet 
living.  This  paSage  verifieth,  that  of  the  poet^ 
tho*  in  a  feiife  different  froni  his,  for  had  Ihe  en- 
deavoured to  fave  herfelf,it  is  like  (he  had  e(aip- 
cdno  better  than  thfe  other  two  did  : 

Umfahis  vi^s^  mlkin  fperare  faktem.      Vi ro^ 

Giteh  one  laft  beam  of  fafety  frob)  defpalr: 

Pitt. 
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>  look  a  little  to  the  north  weft,  and 
Ulrcm*  Lough- iron .  (of  which  fomethuig 

ull  mile  diitant  from  Lough-Foylc ; 
I  from  north  to  fouth,  a  full  mile 
>readth  not  half  fo  much ;  it*s  name 
ngliihed,  but,  as  tradition  goeth,  it 
is  occafion  ;  it  is  faid,  that  of  old 
lake  at  all^  all  wood,  meadow  and 
Bs,  only  our  Silver  brook,  affifted  by 
»  from  the  neighbouring  grounds, 
ow  ground  in  a  fmall  rivulet,  over 
)ping-ftones  was  a  pa0age  for  foot'- 
itry  farmer  pafling  near,  chanced  to 
v-irqqs,  which  he  was  carrying  tp 
the  br-ook  i   hence  it  got  a  name, 
rilh  tonsue  founds,  the  Iron-brook  ; 
eld  UiU,  for   when  the  water  after 
ir  the  low  ground^    the  name  was 
;  of  the  Iron  lake,     This  liory  1  con? 
lewhatodly,  favouring  of  thole  fa- 
\  oid  traditions  abound  fufficiently 
ieleis,  it  gaineth  mqch  op  thofe  who 
ke,  aiid  the  bogs  and  low  grounds 
t  ii  i  for  fiift  this  lake  is  not  fo  deep 
r  lakes  in   this  country  are,  for  it  is 
no  where  above  fixteen  foot  deep,  whereas  the 
(hallo weft  of  our  other  lakes  are  fo  many  fathom 
and  more.     Again  towards  the.  banks  or  margin 
ofitj  (ftrand  it  hath  none,  except  where  the  Inny 
falleth  into  it  and  near  it)  are  feen  under  water, 
trunks  and  ftumps  of  trees,  efpecially  near  the 
verge  where  it  is  ftiallow,  lying  in  the  mud,  and 
indeed  the  whole  bottom  of  the  lakQ  is  nothjng 
but  "mud  •  and,  what  I  efteem  a  very  great  evi- 
dence in  this  cafe,  I  myftlf  have  foupd  in  our  Ihal'' 
•    '  low 
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low  water  neat  tJic  banks,  and  taken  up,  ftagp 
boms  much  decayed  and  rotten.  ^   After  aU  thus,  at 
^  northern  end  o£  this  lake,  where  the  {any  ruo;^ 
oeth  into  it  (as  aforefaid)  in  a  fmr,  calm  ahd  cleai; 
iiunmer's  day,  you  may  be  ahk.to  uace  the  ol4 
channel  of  the  Inny,  and  plainly.  dt&Brn  in  eight 
or  ten  foot  of  water,  the  antieot  banks  the  tivtz 
had,  on  both  fides  thereof,  beforp  it  oyerflqwed 
and  drowned  all.    Hereof  I.  mjjfclf  and  manjf 
Qthas,  are  witnefles.  This  fo  uifiufuaUmetamor? 
phofis,  fcemstQiiscto.havebeen  occafionedby  fomii 
(ubfedcnce,  or  fettling  downwards  of  the  latid, 
tho*  it  occur  not  readily  to  gucfs.^t  theeaufe  there- 
of and  may  confirm  and  be  cpnfirfncd,  by  what 
of  this  kind  hath  been  written,  by  ^ntientand 
modem  cofmographcrs,  in  their  accounts  given 
of  other  countries.    Of  tht  like  changes  of  habi* 
table  places  intofianding  pools,  the  poet  fings,  [* 

V 

Si  quieras  Heluen  el  Burin  acbaidas  urbes  j 
Imjenies  fub aquis  ;  Ovii>  Max* 

If  Burin  and  Hclicc  (Grecian  towns) 

You  feek,  behold  the  fca  their  glory  drowns. 

.  Sandys. 

In  the  ditches  that  have  been  lately  cut  tn  the 
ikirts  of  this  lake,  are  conftantly,  from  Septem* 
bcr  to  March,  found  in  an  incredible  abundance; 
the  fry  of  young  fifti.  A  youth,  one  of  my  fons, 
about  feven  years  ago  difcharged  a  fmall  piece  at 
this  fry  in  the  water  ;  of  this  (hot  were  reckoned, 
that  floated  and  were  ferved  up  to  the  table  in  one 
AA,  of  young  roach  and  bream  more  Aan.twb 
hundred  and  fifty,  befidcs  more  than -fixty  that 
ftmk  and  were  told  as  they  lay  in  the  mud  at  the 
•   bottom.  This  hath  feemed  incredible  to  all  that 
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emhwditi  yethathbcmitteftcdby  tbc  Right 
Key.  M  kte  U>rd  ^lOiop  of  M^ttb^  Adt .  iUberi 
Ware  wd  others  thrn  at  m>  hoafe^  fladk  to  Irt^y  own 
itfxm  knowtodge  is  no  &^ioii,  wbc4lood  by  v^ea 
^  gun  WAs^  difciulrged  »nd  faw  the  filh  ^Ni^ 
tdl4  out.    Sirt:  what  tb  me  fcon^d  a  greater  wott^ 
der  ft,  I  <hd  nolt  #i)d  that  toany  of  the  Oam  vMtt 
^oundedi  ^1  iibagiile  if  any  were,  they  \ifet^ 
thefe  tbii  funk.    M6ft  of  the  fl0i  ^hiit  wereta^ 
Im  up  feetiied  ^whole  arid  untouched^  only  a 
lew  feetikd  foaiched  rather  than  wounded  da 
their  fid^s,  hy  the  (hot  that  had  grteted  on  tNem^ 
iflfomochthal  a  man  might  juftly  Wonder^  how 
they  bedube  bereaved  of  their  lived.    This  I  ton^ 
Wve  to  have  been  bccftfioned  by  the  fudden  Jm^ 
prtBotl  and  violent  contuffion  of  the  ambicttt 
Vfkter  on  the  fife,  from  the  like  made  in  the  don^^ 
tiguouaair,  by  ttvs^  violent  ihuption  of  the  ighft«d 
fulphurondifchargeofthegun.  fiut  the  great  dif- 
ficulty fitems,  todeVei'mine  uhai  nbble  part  of  the 
fifli  it  Vlf^a  that  was  fo  affedcd,  or  vitiated  on  the 
.difplofion,  as  to  exanimate,  them  fp  luddenly,    I 
find  that  all  thofc  fmall  fiA,  and  many  other  (llf 
not  all)  grcalfc  fifh,  have  within  ihem  between  the 
Beairtand  back -bone,  a  fmall  bladder  ful^  of  ai^  in 
Ihape  fomcwhat  refemb^ing  a  Ipng  egg,  whigh 
fome,  for  want  of  other  nanie,  call  the  fvifi^n  j 
the  oflSiccof  which,  I  take  to  be  to  counter-poiie 
iheir  own  weight  in  the  water^  fo  that  by  contra<fl- 
ing  or  dilating  it^  the  fi(h  may  at  pleafurc,  with 
«^e  and  rea^inefs,  wove  higher  and  lower,  on  this 
|Mr  on  th^  hand  in  the  water.    I  find  alfo,  ths^  C9 
i^^ward.  ^pearai^:^  their  btain  feemeth  to  be  a^ 
t^  ali9Q4^9  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^r  ^^^^^^  ^^  were  an 
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bily  tnoifture^  and  conlio^uently  more  eafily  reeip^ 
tive  oFalterdtioa  in  im  tfexturf^  on  the  rtpid  <ion^ 
culfion  of  the  whter  before  Upoken  6f.  Hence  I 
m  apt  to  dedulse  it,  the  fi(h  Which  floatbd^  Were 
vidated  in  the  bratni  by  the  fudden  and  viokm 
imprdffioay  nmle  in  tht  water  bef6r^  mentioned  % 
attd  confequentiy  (q  ftunned,  as  to  be  rendered 
quite  deadi  or  at  kait  motionlefs  for  the  timev 
Whcrenpon  their  mentioned  bladder,  being  n6 
ivaysover-powcued^  by  thevolttntary  tttotioh  of 
the  fUh  exerting  its  own  Ain£tion,  booyed  them 
dp  to  the  top  of  the  water,  their  backs  as  the  mor6 
heavy  and  flelhy  oart  wcijjhing  downwards,  and 
df  confequende  their  belhea  upwards,  as  is  ufual 
in  dead  fi(h.  But  for  the  fifh  we  mentioned  to 
have  funk,  <Whitb  fcarce  were  a  fourth  part  of 
the  whole)  I  fancy  they  were  fihttten  in  their  fwims 
or  bladdtfSi  whereby  the  included  air  evaporate 
ing,  tho'  perhaps  not  quite  kilted,  they  were  now 
ddSrated  of  their  natural  buoy  or  counterpoife  to 
^beir  own  weighty  and  muft  of  confequence  be 
for  want  thereof  depreifed  and  funk.  This  I 
cthibitonlyasmy  own  conjeAure  in  this  matter; 
tu)  way  pretending  to  a  demonltratian  in  any  in- 
t^uiry  fo  nice  )  but  leave  the  thorough  difcuilioA 
thereof^  and  of  bther  phoenbmena  herein  exhibit^ 
^1  to  the  more  accurate  and  phildfophical  genius 
of  this  our  inquifitive  age ;  altho'  I  adventure  to 
give  on  them  my  own  conjafturcs. 

I  (hall  take  leave  for  the  preftnt  of  this  our 
Iron- Lake,  when  I  have  told  you,  that  we  have  in 
the  margin  of  it,  an  excellent  meadow,  which  in 
the  feveral  feaforts  of  the  year  yields  hay,  grafs, 
fSh  tnd  fowl.    But  other  low  grounds  near  our 
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lakes  in  this  county,  yielding  the  like  al(b,  I  will 
no  longer  infift  hereon,  but  pafs  now  foulhward 
about  fix  miles,  to  the  more  noble  water 

Lough-lnniell,  the  largeft  and  moft  extended 
L.IiimdLofaU  our  waters  in  Wcft-Meath,  if  Lough  Dt- 
revreagh  and  Lougb-Foyle  do  not  conteft  with 
it  in  this  refped.  It  is  five  miles,  long  and  full 
half  as  broad.  The  fabulous  account  given  of 
the  name,  I  (hall  not  burthen  this  paper  with,  but 
(hall  acquaint  the  reader,  that  it  is  feated  on  the 
weft  and  fouth  of  Mullingar,  and  of  the  fame 
diftancefrom  it  on  the  one  hand,  asLough-Foyle 
|s  on  the  other,  that  is  to  fay,  a  large  mile  or  more. 
It  aboundeth  with  all  forts  of  fifti  before- named, 
and  is  hemmed  of  all  fides  with  excellent  arable, 
meadow  and  pafture.  On  the  fouth  fide  thereof, 
jetteth  out  into  the  lake  a  very  pleafant  peninfula, 
being  about  three  or  four  acrcsof  ground,  joined 
to  the  main  land  by  a  very  pleafant  neck  of 
ground,  of  about  forty  yards  long  and  about  half 
fo  much  in  breadth.  The  Cherfonefe  is  cloathed 
with  all  forts  of  foreft  trees,  which  fill  the  ar.va 
except  one  green  fpot  in  the  centre,  a  place  very 
delightful  and  fatisfadory  to  the  beholder  ;  for 
even  at  a  diftance,  it  affoideth  a  very  pleafing  pro^ 
ipe£t  to  fuch  as  travel  weftward  from  Mullingar, 
or  fouthward  to  it.  Into  this  water,  as  aforefaid, 
the  Golden  Hand  of  Lough  Foyle^  falletb  from 
Mullingar  at  the  eaft  end,  and  is  united  at  the 
weft  end,  under  the  name  of  the  Brofny.  In  this 
lake  is  an  ifland  belonging  to  the  land  of  Difert, 
which  was  in  fome  fort  fortified  by  the  Irifti  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  late  wars,  and  held  as  a  garrifon 
by  them,  and  made  one  of  the  chief  repofitorics 
of  their  wealth  -,  yet  notwithftanding  it  was  taken 
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OR  compofition  by  the  EngUlb^  who  beid  it,  until 
b)  the  treachery  ofoneR>  hng  of  MulUngar, whom 
the  governor  of  it  trufted  with  his  cots,  for  ex- 
portation of  goods  ;  he  delivered  the  cots  unto 
ibme  of  the  Irifh  captains,  who  by  this  means 
inadaik  night  landed  their  men,  and  fet  on  the  * 
governor   unawares,  and  furprifed  him  and  his 
garrifon,     I  hear  of  no  great  flaugjiter  committed 
in  the  aftion,  they  were  all  made  prifoners,  'till 
the  Englifh  getting  together  a  good  force  of  cots, 
forced  them  to  furrender  again.    From  this  wa- 
ter, let vis  look  eaftward  again,  and  two  miles  be* 
yood  Muliingar,  you  (hall  meet  with 

iough-Drin,  fo  called  from  an  high  hill,  under  l,  0^0. 
which  it  is  fituate.    This  lake,  one  of  the  leaft  in 
Wcft-meath,  is  indeed  a  mere  (landing  pool,  for 
ought  appearing,  unlefs  it  has  a  fecret   vent  by 
feme  of  the  neighbouring  fprings,  which  in  this 
trad  life  very  plentifully  ;  it  is  of  depth  iricredi- 
blc,  >et  fcarce  covereth  an  acre  of  ground,  and 
remarkable  only  for  the  quality  of  trouts  there 
found;  for  whoever  eateth  of  them,  falteth  foon 
after  into  exceflive  fits  of  vomiting,  which  con- 
tinueth  not  without  pain  *till  the  whole  maw  be 
difcharged.     This  account  1  had  of  a  fcrvant  of 
mine,  who  was  my  fiftier  and  lived  many  years 
with  me.     But  being  willing  to  be  more  fully  in* 
formed  of  the  truth  of  this  matter,  I  lately  dif* 
courfed  with  that  worthy  gentleman,  in  whofc 
land  this  pool  Hands,  who  gives  me  a  full  confir- 
mation of  it,  and  that  from  his  own  experience  ; 
for  he  once  eat  of  them,  and  found  the  operation 
conform  to  what  is  above  related.     But  not  con- 
tent therewith,  for  tryal,  fearing  fome  other  thing 
might  occafion  the  vomit,  he  attempted  yet  once 
'  more 
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More  la  tet  of  them^  and  found  the  efibfl  ai  be- 
fore. Tbb  gentfemfln  fui^r  la^dck^  thit  a  cert^ih 
£flier  having  taken  good  Rorc  bf  ihehi,  (bid  thdti 
In  the  town  of  Nfuffinga^ ;  coiMmg  thi^ir  agaih 
with  morb  of  the  famefifh^  he  Mr^s  laid  hold  ^n  by 
•  the  inhabimnts^and  well  dfubted  forhiisjkiiils^  his 
fiih  thrown  about  the  ftreets^  and  With  timch  it)- 
treaty  was  he  permitted  to  tfeape  with  lAibrt^dE^b 
bones.  Enquiring  at  tht^aufe  thei'^f^  tht  fM 
gentleman  loid  me,  dxat  before  the  r^beHibn  of 

1641,  one  St. -  Veale  lived  at  YAi  fothtsr^ 

tenant  at  Monylea  near  this  pool^  who  dl'ew  a 
drain  from  the  river  Gain  up  into  this  |k)6}y  by 
which  the  trduts  then  got  up  to  thia  ^ter.  He 
ifanher  addis^  that  thits  drain  not  being  kept  cvpen, 
hath  fo  grown  up  long  fmce,  as  that  the  t¥Outsare 
therein  intercepted,  itnd  fo  pent  up  in  the  pond 
feom  running  water,  asthat  they  are  hereby  alter*' 
cd  and  become  emetick.  This  he  gives  as  his  ac- 
count hereof,  wherewith  I  am  not  fo  fatisfied  as  t6 
take  it  for  the  QAe  caufe  of  this  quality  in  the  fiib,^ 
aitho'  I  deny  not  but  by  accident  it  may  contri- 
bute unto  it,  if  it  be  trUc  that  before  this  drain 
made,  thare  were  no  trouts  in  this  water,  which 
this  dory  ieems  to  infinuate ;  I  rather  imagine 
there  may  be/ome  mineral  fprings  in  this  wata*, 
that  may  have  fecret  and  undvfcovered  vents, 
Thefe  fpriflg^,  probably  are  rtot  without  gravd 
where  they  rife,  in  vjbich  this  fort  of  fifli  iis 
known  to  delight.  But  this  fuppofitiotl  of  mine- 
ral fprings^  being  biit  a  meer  conjecture,  I  (hall 
not  enter  into  the  enqtiiry  hbw  far  the  feeding 
of  the  fifti  in  fuch  fprings,  rmght  alter  thcit  n^ 
ture,  and  make  them  from  an  >Vholiefomc  fdbd, 
to  become  a  mediciiie-:  and  yet  the  fame  g^^^ 
tkman    farther    adds,    that     the   eels  found 

in 
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in  dns  pool  are  exceeding  gfX)dt  and  iMvse  no  fuch 
(^)«»tion,  wbi^h  if  w^  could  lay  any  ftrefsi  oti  ow 
former  guefsk,  pighjt  nAt  be  held  inconfiftcnt  witfei 
it,  for  that  it  is  tcnowQ  tf^s,  dcU^  n»oft  in<  tnu^t 
«fld  confequcntly  froqt^nt  not  the  fiippofed  minc^ 
lal  fjffings.  r  fliftll:  now  Iqid  my  ncadcr  moro 
northcrty,  even  tQ  ^bo  v^cge  of  the  county^  to  the 
yet  more  adnii^bte  wa^te^",  which  (hj>H  bcjthc  1^ 
of  our  lakes  I  fliall  p^ullariy  gtye  account  of 

Lough-BancanrAnofigb,  which  may  be  fcendcr-LBancau 

tdthe  white  lafejof  the  pii&gc.    This  lake  is  tn^«^'*- 

&e  north  of  our  cpun^y,  being  a  boundai;*y;  bet 

twccn  our  balf-batony  of  Four^  and  that  in 

Meath;  fituat^  bftv^een  two.hJlU,  which  fa  pen 

it  Dp  t^t  it  beajretjh  t^  proportion  in  its  bce^dth^ 

with  itslengtb.    That  whidh  is  mofi  admirable  of 

this  water  is^  tbat  dwtng  the  winter  fisafon,  when 

all  other  waters;  art  at  thefuUeft  and  ovcrfidw,  ^a 

only  then  ia  M  tll^'  lowefll  dab,  ^.  thus  commuedi 

conftantly  dni^ng  th^  Iwgheft  wtfetert^  floods,  and 

conunua^  rains^    3vit  toyrafd^  /Vpril,   wtiea  al) 

other  fV>od6  dp  abate  and/i||l^.it  beginnethtoii&i 

and  continuetli  fo  to  dd  gradaaUy  'til^  about  the 

middle  of  June,  by  which  time  tt  is  htghe^  and 

thusco^tinuethdtiringthewbole  fummer -s  dcougbt 

nnlii  ^ut  Michaelmas,  and  then  whenallother 

waters  begin:  to  fwell  this  only  abates,  and  gradu^ 

ally  fall^  'till  about  the  midft  of  December,,  and 

^  it  is  at  loweft  ebb,  and  (&  continues  'til! 

March:  again.    This  hath  been  and  15  its  conftant 

habit  timeout  of  mind.    It  rifeth  when  at  higheft 

more  than  twenty  foot  of  perpendicular  water  all 

fumn^er  long  ^  it  looks  in  colour  green  as  the  fea 

water  is,  tat  al  ways&c%  §  in  the  winter  when  low. 
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it  is  limpid  and  clear,  as  our  other  waters  are. 
A  gentleman  of  good  efieem,  who  lives  near  this 
kike,  aflures  me  of  the  truth  of  this,  and  adds, 
that  in  the  winter  feafon,  while  it  is  low,  it  re- 
cciveth  a  ftream  of  water  into  it,  from  other 
neighbouring  lakes,  that  at  this  time  are  higher 
than  it,  yet  no  ftream  was  ever  known  to  iffue  out 
of  it  at  any  time,  nevcrthclefs  he  farther  faith, 
that  one  fummer,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years 
fince,  the  water  rofe  fo  high  in  this  lake,  that  about 
midfummer  it  overflowed,  and  that  the  fame  chan- 
nel by  which  in  the  winter  before,  it  had  received 
waters  from  one  of  thefe  lakes,  did  now  return 
back  unto  them,  a  ftream  no  way  inconfider- 
able ;  and  farther  he  adds,  that  he  hath  often- 
times about  Chriftmas,  made  coverts  and  laid 
fnares  at  one  end  of  this  lake  to  catch  foxes,  in 
more  than  forty  perches  of  ftrand,  in  a  pbce 
where  he  is  certain,  had  he  ftood  the  fummer  be- 
fore, and  had  the  additional  height  of  four  men, 
(this  was  his  expreflion)  to  his  own,  he  had  been 
drowned.    Enquiring  of  him  the  caufe  of  fo  ad- 
mirable a  phenomenon,  he  could  not  aiiign  any, 
but  fwth,  this  matter  hath  proved  the  fruitlefs 
inquiry  of  all  the  learned  in  the   neighbouring 
countries,  who  have  feveral  times  had  their  folemn 
meetings  and  reafonings  about  it ;  their  rcfult 
being,  that  this  overflow  is  occafioned,  by  the 
opening  of  thp  pores  of  the  earth  (as  their  phraft 
is)  at  one  feafon,  and  their  being  again  (hut  at 
another.    But  to  my  apprehenfion  this  feems  but  a 
general  defuhory  account,  and  I  confefs  it  is  much 
more  eafy  to  obje(£k  againft  this  hypothefis,  than 
to  eftablifli  a  better,  efpecially  for  a  man  that 
liveth  at  diftance  from  this  water,   which,  for 

ought 
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ought  I  yet  ever  met  with,  hath  not  a  parallel  ia 
the  univerfe »  neverthelefs  I  (hall  venture  here  to 
caft  in  my  mite,  but  I  fhall  intreat  my  reader  to 
look  on  it  but  as  a  conjedure  at  the  caufe,  and  no 
adequate  account  of  fo  rare  a  phenomenon. 

I  look  therefore  on  this  rife  and  fall  of  water, 
to  be,  as  it  were,  the  only  annual  tide  in  nature, 
that  we  hear  of,  and  offer  it  to  be  conCdered  of 
as;hc  refult  of  the  influence  of  that  great  lumi- 
nary of  the  heavens,  the  fun.     For  as  all  philofo- 
pners,  that  I  have  met   with,  afcribe  the  daily 
influx  and  reflux  of  the  fea,  to  the  influence  of  ' 
the  moon  obferving  that  the  higheft  tides  that 
we  call  fpring  tides,  keep  their  conllant  courfe 
with  the  full  and  waine  thereof;  fo  perhaps  we 
Jn  the  inftance  in  hand,  may  afcribe  the  great  over- 
flow of  this  lake  to  the  fun's  approach  to  us,  for 
as  I  have  told  you,  that  about  March,  which  is  the 
time  of  the  year  that  our  fun  caufeth  allgermina- 
tion  in  our  horizon,  this  water  beginneth  its  flow, 
and  by  the  time  he  comes  neareft  to  our  zenith  urc 
nave  the  flood  at  the  higheft,  foconfequently  at  the 
fun's  recefs  it  falls  again,  and  when  the  fun  is 
fanheft  diftant,  and   that  all  germination  and 
growth  of  the  year  ccafeth,  then  is  the  loweft  ebb 
ot  th.8  tide.    I  fhall  not  defcend  to  inquire  over 
nicely  into  the  manner  of  the  fun's  influence  on 
thwocccaGon,  as  whether  it  be  by  the  effort  of  bis 
impreffion  on  our  hemifphere,  in  hisapproach  unto 
<w,  which  then  bearing  harder  as  it  were  on  our 
air,  might  be  thought  the  more  to  invigorate  the 
fpnng  thereof,  and  fo  by  the  fecret  conduits  or 
pores  (as  the  phrafe  of  our  philofophers  is)  to 
twee  more  violently  the  waters  from  the  ocean 
abroad  to  rife  and  fpring  in  this  lake,  to  the  height 
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above  tnentioned*    But  againft  this  accouat  of 
this  matter,  it  may  be  faid  that  for  thii  reaibn  the 
effbafliould  bs  the  fame  in  all  other  lakes  that 
.have  water  continually  fpringing  in  them,  as  in 
Loug^Foyle  before-mentioned ;  to  which  I  an* 
fwer,  that  for  ought  I  know  it  woukl  be  fo  in 
all  thofe  other  lakes,  had  they  not  continual  vents 
which  carry  off  the  rifmg  water,  as  it  rifed  con- 
tir^ually,  whereas  this  lake  having  no  vent  at  all, 
except  that  one  by  which,  as  before  faid,  it  did  one 
^rear  (end  forth  its  ftream  unto  the  neighbouring 
'  lakes ;  the  waters  that  arife  in  it  in  the  fummer 
are  (till  heaped  up  on  them  (elves,  for  want  of  a 
channel  whereby  to  fall  off,  and  at  the  fun's  re- 
^^Sy  they  as  leifurely  return  whence  they  came 
and  by  the  fame  paflfages,  aa  upon  his  acce(&  they 
&ow)ed  unto  us.    However  this  matter  be,  I  have 
adventured  thus  to  exhibit  this  my  conjecture, 
indeed  with  a  great  deal  of  he(itancy,  for  I  look 
0n  the  matter,  being  new  and  never  handled  by 
any  I  know  of,  as  too  nice  for  me  to  be  politive  in 
an  account  of  this  or  any  other  hypothe(is,  and 
think  it  enough  to  ex^fe  the  hint,  given  rather 
as  a  fubjedt  of  difcu(fion,  than  any  way  as  yet  to 
be  initfted  upon  as  a  real  account  of  the  phoBii^- 
menon.    I  (hall  therefore  now  proceed  to  acquaint 
my  reader,  that  the  gentleman  before-mentioned 
farther  telh,  that  he  has  founded  this  water  when 
loweft  and  found  it  eighteen  fathoms  deep, 
.    It  hath  in  it  plenty  of  pike  and  eel,  the  largcft 
arid  bigge(t  he  hath  feen  $  fome  of  the  eels  he 
hath  taken  have  held  out  thirteen  inches  in  cortfr 
pafs.    Of  this  admirable  water,  I  have  beard 
many  years  fince,  but  of  late  made  my  rnqtiiry 
morepartteolar,  and  1  find  the  fiime  things,  as^  to 
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the  •ri  confirmed  by  divers  others :  more  parti- 
cularly by  a  worthy  gentleman,  who  hath  been 
about  fourfcore  years  a  near  neighbour  to  this  lake, 
and  he  affureth  me  of  the  truth  of  every  matter  of 
faft  above  related,  and  that  it  was  never  otherwife 
in  the  memory  of  man.  I  (hall  here  clofe  up 
what  I  have  to  fay  of  our  lakes,  for  I  find  nothing 
more  to  be  faid  of  any  of  them,  that  is  peculiar 
and  deferving  a  more  particular  i^elation,  though 
many  more  we  have  well  ftored  with  fifli  and  very 
pleafant  waters. 

Having  too  long  perhaps  detained  my  reader  in 
the  waterSj  we  fhall  now  make  towards  land.  But  ^'' 
brfore  we  come  at  it,  we  are  forced  in  many  places 
to  trace  the  bogs,  wherewith  Wcft-Meath  is  for 
certain  well  ftored.  I  do  not  remember  that  I 
have  at  any  time  fecn  in  this  county  any  large 
farm,  that  hath  not  a  bog  in  one  fkirt  or  other  of 
it ;  and  indeed  were  it  not  for  thefe,  our  country 
being  neither  ftored  with  timber  for  fuel,  or  coal, 
would  either  be  a  defolate  wildemefs,  or  at  leaft  a 
yery  uncomfortable  habitation. 

Our  bogs  are  of  two  forts,  one  we  call  red- 
bogs,  from  the  colour  t)f  the  turf  or  peat  therein  R«d-bog* 
found.  Thefe  naturally  produce  only  mofs,  a 
little  fhort  heath  anda  certainilrong  fmellingflirub, 
which  fome  from  the  bitternefs  call  Moreg^Il, 
the  natives  call  it  Riddogc.  This  fort  of  bog 
i«alfo  ftoFed  with  an  high  raifed  and  oftentime3 
conical  berry,  of  a  (harp,  four,  piquant  tafte  and 
yet  not  unpleafant  i  it  makes  an  excellent  faqce  } 
^hc  natives  call  them  Moonogs,  I  kno\y  not  by 
^hat  name  to  make  them  fpeak  Eaglifh,  unlefs  by 
the  general  name  of  bog-beriries.  We  have  alfo 
E  iu 
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in  thofc  bogs,  a  certain  round,  flat,  berry,  full  of 
j  uicct  fomewhat  fwect,  called  bill- berries,  in  colour 
purple,  which  leave  the  hand  and  face  of  the 
cater  for  a  time  black  and  blue^     On  this  fort  of 
bog  is  alfo  found  Ros  Solis,  in  great  abundance, 
cfpecially  inthe  flutches  thereof,  and  in  deep  (land- 
ing pits  of  water,  overgrown  with  flobby  nrfofs. 
The  other  fort  is  the  black-bog,  it  is  rather  a 
^'^     kind  of  meadow  or  pafturc.    It  affordeth  a  fort  of 
^*        black,  hard  turf,  which  we  call  ftone  turf,  and  is 
a  more  lafting  fort  of  fire,  but  not  fo  pleafant  or 
fweet.    This  kind  of  bog,  (if  not  incumbered 
with  water  to  which  it  is  often  fubjcft)  will  caft 
good  ftore  of  grafs,  and  is  reducible  by  draining, 
to  excellent  meadow.     Our  red- bogs,  tho*  drain- 
ed, are  not  fo  eafily  improved.    I  have  known 
many  of  them  lye  many   years  after  draining 
(unlefs  other  husbandry  be  ufed)  and  call  little 
grafs.     The  bell  courfe  to  reduce  them  after 
draining,  is  firll  to  raife  up  the  uppermoll  fcruif 
or  fod,  which  when  dried  and  burnt  in  heaps,  tlic 
alhes  mull  be  fcattered  abroad,  the  bog  lightly 
plowed  and  fown  with  barley,  which  it  will  yield 
in  great  plenty }  this  done,  leave  it  out,  keep  open 
your  drains,  and  you  may  in  time  hope  to  fee  a 
good  head  of  grafs. 

Of  this  kind  of  hulbandry  by  draining  fome- 
Adfan-  thing  is  done  amongft  us,  more  Cfor  what  I  can 
drawing.  ^^^)  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  former  ages,  yet  far  (hort 
of  the  merit  of  a  matter  conducing  fo  much  to 
the  general  advantage.  I  have  not  feen  any  bog 
lefscapable  of  being  improved,  than  thofe  about 
our  Iron-lake  aforefaid.  They  lie  fo  level  and 
low,  that  in  an  hundred  perch  you  Ihall  hardly 

find  two  foot  fall  above  the  high  water  mark  in  the 

lake, , 
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lake,  and  withal  fo  extraordinary  full  of  old 
pits,  that  after  as  much  water  as  is  poffible,  with-  , 

out  the  ufe  of  engines  to  lead  it,  is  drawn  oflT, 
the  pits  ftahd  many  of  them  feveral  foot  deep  of 
the  llagnant  waters  from  the  lake ;  neverthelcfs  by 
draining  (this  I  mention  to  encourage  others  in  fo 
good  a  work)  it  doth  become  pafturable,  and 
where  heretofore  you  could  not  without  hazard 
have  walked,  you  may  now  ride  fecurely. 

In  thefe  bogs  are  found  fometimes  at  four  foot, P°^^^*'> 
and  fometimes  more  deep,  the  roots,  bodies  andj^gj^^ 
branches  of  oak,  alderandother  forts  of  foreft  trees, 
which  tho'  foft  when  firft  raifed,  yet  if  left  to  dry, 
become  ufeful  timber,  but  always  black.     I  have 
often  taken  up  leaves  of  willows  and  other  trees, 
found  under  four  or  five  foot  of  perfeft  turf,  in 
their  perfedt  fize  and  (hape,  no  way  impaired,  only 
by  their  long  lying  in  their  mpift  beds,  they  be- 
come difcoloured,  inclining  to  yellow  :  I  have  alfo 
found  five  or  fix  foot  in  turf,  hazel  nuts  whole  ahd 
unbroken ;  neverthelefs,  when  opened,  there  was 
nothing  found  within  the  (hell,  but  a  thick  blackilh 
water.     Thefe  certainly  may  feem  to  flrcngthen 
our  former  conjcdture,  viz.  that  Our  Iron- lakie  and 
the  bogs  that  now  bound  it,  were  formerly  woody 
paftures,  and  alfo  ferves  to  add  ilrength  to  whalt 
I  obferved  in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe,^ 
that  of  old  we  had  in  this  country  many  forefts/ 
and  the  name  that  the  foreft,  whereof  now  not 
one  tree  remains,  that  was  ia  this  barony  for^<>"*  of 
feveral  miles  both  in  length  and  breadth,  remainshogf^*^  ' 
to  this  day  ambngft  us,  viz.  the'Foreft  bf  the 
Black-hog.  .       ^  ^-^ 
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In  a  large  bog,  not  far  from  hence,  are  found 
many  large  portions  of  juniper,  yew  and  deal  or 
fir  trees;  one  of  thefe  about  eight  foot  long,  and 
fix  inches  fquare,  I  have  this  day  in  a  floor  in  my 
houfe,  the  grain  plainly  (hewing  it  to  be  fir  ;  yet 
by  long  lying  in  this  bog,  it  is  become  of  a 
duiky  blackifh  hue. 

But  not  only  trees  and  leaves  have  been  thus 
found,  fomehave  found  veflels  of  butter,  very 
deep  and  over-grown  with  found  turf.     And  I  re- 
member a  worthy  gemleman,  now  dead,  hath  told 
m?,  that  digging  in  hi^  bc^,  fome  years  before 
the  rebellion  of  1641,  for  turf,  h^  found  fome 
links  of  an  antient  gold  chain,  and  what  I  more 
wonder  at,  the  bowl  and  a  piece  of  the  ftem  of  a 
tobacco  pipe.    How  thefe  (hould  fettle  fo  low, 
cfpecially  the  leaves  and  nuts  above  mentioned, 
occur  not  eafily  j  for  my  part  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
they  kept  the  firft  ftation  or  level,  in  which  they 
fellorwerecafually  lofi^  and  that  the  bog  hathfince 
rifen  or  grown  over  them,  from  the  fedin^ent  or 
flime  wWcb  water  leaveth  behind  it,  in  places 
where  it  hath  long  lain.    And  this  I  the  lefs  doubt 
of,  having  read  fomewhere  in  the  writings  of  our 
eieccllent  author  before-mentioned,  Mr.  Robert 
Boyle,  that  he  hath,  for  trial,  fet  by  fome  portions 
of  the  moft  clear  and  limpid  waters  he  co\rld  meet 
with,  in  very  clear  glafles,  and  after  fotne  time 
he  hath  found  therein  a  fediment  of  a  wbitifli 
flime  or  mud,  by  which,  with  other  his  expcri- 
rn^nts  in  that  piece,  he  clearly  demonftrates  that 
•'  the  elements  amongft  us  are  no  where  found  pure; 
and  unmixed.     And  yet  farther  to  confirm  this, 
^^       that  bogs  do  grow,  I  (hall  relate  what  I  have 
^^^^*     often  been  affured  of  by  an  old  farmer  of  my 
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own,  who  hath  avowed  to  me,  that  he  hath  twice 
in  hi6  own  ti  me  raiied  perfect  good  tinrf  in  oneaad 
die  iame  pit,  vu.  a  fecond  growth  in  the  place 
where  he  had  the  fcwmer  ;  and  I  myfelf  knowr  n 
certain  piece  of  ground  in  this  country,  which  t^ 
an  i%h  banging  ground  and  a  Moori^  foil  for 
two  fpade  fpit  at  top,  but  then  grav^y  diiy;, 
whereon  I  have  often  ieen  tlie  inhabitants  raife  , 
their  tniff  this  year  aod  fleet  it  to  the  gravel,  aini 
in  Icfs  than  ten  years  it  will  have  a  coat  grown 
over  as  good,  and  as  deep  torf  as  before.  I  \^%c 
oftentoBes  roa4e  thisobfervarion  in  my  travel  by 
and  thro'  this  ground,  by  all  which  it  is  manifeft 
SDtonly  thftt  bogs  do  grpw,  but  fevcral  of  them 
h  lefs  time  than^  man  wo^ild  be  apj  to  imagine; 
^itnefe  the  tobacco  pipe  fo  Ipng  fince  fou^  fy 
deep  in  that  turf,  fince  it  is  not  much  more  thm 
one^e,  fince  tobacco  wasiirft  in  ufeanionjg  us. 
But  what  (hall  I  fay;  if  our  whitifti  foft  play 
grounds  (whence  is  fometimes  digged,  what  we 
call  marl  for  manure  of  our  landa)  do  grow  ? 
I  (hall  relate  a  ftory  that  may  feem  to  give  coun- 
tenance hereunto.  About  the  -beginning  of  the 
reign  of  our  late  fovexeign  king  Charles  the  firft, 
of  bkfled  memory,  a  certain  gentleman  of  this 
county,  by  name  Thomas  Nugent  of  Collamber 
Efq;  riding  not  far  from  his  owA  houfe,  faw  lying 
on  the  ground  a  prodigbus  pair  of  ftag'§  hpras, 
«^hichhad  beenfojund  fevenor  eight  foot  deep  in  Horns 
*  pit,  whence  the  farmers  had  digged  their. marl,  fo^^d  in 
The  gcptlcman  -on  wbofe  credit!  relate  this  ftory,"**^  "^'"! 
i«  fon  to  this  Mr.  Thomas  Nugent,  now  about 
^ghty  yeat;s  ©Id,  a  perfon  of  good  repute  and 
^orth.  This  ^nlleman  .(hewed  me,  not  long 
Jincc,  the  pliccin  the  -great  hallof-th^t  houfe^wlidfe 
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thefo  horns  were  created.  The  fpacc  of  the  wall 
they  filled  (when  there  fixed)  being  from  the 
^^ihjaey  to  the  end  wall  of.  the  room»  is  no  left 
than  twelve  foot  in  length,  the  hall  at  that  time 
having  no  loft,  would  have  received  their  height, 
had  they  been  higher  than  they  were,  but  their 
juft  height  he  rcmcmbereth  not.  The  palms  out 
of  which  the  fmalleft  horns  branched,  were  as 
broad  (he  fays)  as  the  targets,  which  in  thofe  days 
men  of  the  blade  ufed  to  wear.  They  were  much 
decayed  by^eafbn  of  their  long  lyingin  their  raoift 
bed,  iTlany  of  the  (harper  points  being  quite 
rotted  off.  They  were  then  the  only  wonder  of 
thofe  talcyon  days,  and-th^talk  of  all  thofc  who 
had  not,  as  well  as  who  had  feeh  them ;  infomuch 
as  that  the  report  of  them  being  carried  to  the 
court  of  England,  his  majefty  wias  very  <iefirous 
to  fee  them,  and  fent  his  command  in  writing,  to- 
gether with  his  pafs  under  the  royal  fignet  to 
Mr.  Nugent,  to  bring  them  to  him.  Nugent 
obeyed,  and  went  in  perfon,  and  prefented  them 
fome  timebefore  the  lateunhappy  contcft  that  had 
arofe  between  his  majefty  and  his  parliament,  for 
which  his  majefty  rewarded  him  with  a  cancorda- 
turn  of  five  hundred  pounds ;  what  became  of 
thefe  horns  after  this  I  find  not,  but  remember  to 
have  heard  the  relation  of  thefe  things  frefti  in 
this  country  almoft  thirty  year's  ago.  -  Some  have 
thought  them  the  horns  of  an  elk ;  but  if  they 
were,  they  are  the  only  proof  that  ever  I  heard  of, 
that  elks  have  been  in  this  kingdom.  But  whe- 
;  ther  ftagS  or  elk's  horns,  two  things  I  find  rc- 
*  m^rkable  on  the  whole  relation,  firft  their  prodi- 
gious largeneft,  and  then  the  great  depth  they  were 
fouh'd  at  underground.    The  firft  fpeaks  what 
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vail  bodied  beafts  we  have  fometimes  had  in  this 
kingdom ;  the  other  muft  imply,  either  that  they 
funk  fo  deep  into  the  ground,  which  is  not  pofli- 
ble  in  (q  tenacious  and  ftiflf  a  body  as  this  fort  of 
clay  is,  unlefs  we  fuppofethem  to  be  vaftly  heavier 
than  their  equal  bulk  in  clay,  or  that  this  clay  hath 
grown  to  this  height  over  them,  which  I  take  to 
be  the  more  rational  fuppofition,  for  from  thefc 
inftances,  and  others  deducible  from  the  fod  that 
we  fee  daily  grows  even  in  a  few  years,  where  our 
pafture  grounds  have  been  flayed,  and  from  the 
frcflinefs  and  fatnefs,  not  to  fay  growth  alfo  of  our 
arable,  when  fuficred  to  lye  out,  for  if  any  growth 
it  hath,  it  is  fo  flow,  and  the  age  of  man  fo  (hort, 
that  no  man,  that  ever  I  heard  of,  hath  recorded 
any  obfervations  concerning  it.  From  thefcj^^  ^^^ 
rcafons  I  am  apt  to  conclude,  there  is  nofuchde-cayin 
cay  in  nature,  as  fome  men  have  been  prone  to^^^^^- 
complain  of;  but  from  the  continual  influence  of 
the  celcftial  bodies  communicated  to  the  earth, 
chiefly  by  thefe  dews  that  during  fummer  and 
harveft  fall  in  great  plenty,  when  our  fun  is  nearer 
to  us,  for  the  reception  whereof  the  earth  had 
been  by  the  frofts  and  cold  of  the  preceding 
winter,  during  his  diftance  from  us,  exceedingly 
well  fitted  and  prepared  ;  hereby,  I  fay,  the 
nature  of  the  foil  is  continually  redintegrated, 
and  what  may  feem  by  the  labour  and  induftry  of 
man  to  be  drawn  from  it,  is  fufjiciently  and  to 
advantage,  by  thefe  influences,  repaired.  Info- 
much,  that  if  God  had  not  declared  in  Holy  Writ 
that  an  End  ftiall  be,  I  ftiould  be  apt  to  imagine, 
fuch  is  the  care  and  concern  of  the  Almighty, 
whofe  mercies  are  renewed  every  mometit  for  his 
whole  creation,  that  never  any  Ihould  be. 
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Bog-mof-  But  to  return  to  our  bogs.  In  them  is  found, 
^^"  cfpedally  in  flimy  jrits  covered  with  water, 
a  certain  (hell  fifh,  which  we  may  call  the  bog- 
murde,  in  (hape  and  fi^e  like  the  fea  mufcie, 
but  flatter  and  broader,  the  (hell  in  colour  much 
brighter  and  greyi(h,  by  many  degrees  thinner, 
very  brittle  and  eafily  broken*  They  arc  not 
found  any  where  in  great  plenty,  nor  arc  thofe 
that  are  found  much  eaten,  altho*  faid  to  be  harm- 
lefs  by  fuch  as  have  eaten  them. 
No  poi-  ^^  h**  ^^^^  obfcrved  of  this  ifland,  that  it 
fonous  foftereth  no.venomous  or  deadly  animal  in  it,  whidi 
animal  in  ^cruinly  is  a  very  great  bleffing,  whereof  few 
countries,  that  I  hear  of,  partake,  except  ir  be 
true  what  fome  have  written  of  the  ifland  of  Maha 
in  the  Mediterranean  fea  *,  neverthele(s  we  have  a 
certain  reptile  found  in  our  bogs  and  moorifli 
Coxmdgh  paftures,  called  by  the  Irifli  the  Connogh,  it 
^^^°^'  pafleth  my  (kill  to  make  it  fpcak  Englifh.  This 
is  an  ugly  worm,  fometimes  as  thick  as  a  man's 
thurnb,  about  two  or  three  inches  long,  having, 
as  all  reptiles  have,  many  (hort  feet,  a  large  head, 
great  goggle  eyes  and  glaring,  between  which 
rifelh  or  jetteth  forth,  one  thick  briftle  dlmoft  in 
(hape  like  an  horn,  which  is  prominent  and 
bendeth  forward  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch. 
Whatever  beaft  happeneth  to  feed,  where  this  ve- 
nomous worm  hath  crept  (fome  fay  if  he  do  but 
tread  there)  is  certainly  poifoned,  yet  may  be  in- 
fallibly cured,  if  timely  remedy  be  applied.  The 
cafe  is  two-fold,  yet  in  efFedl  but  one,  both  pro- 
ceeding from  the  very  worm  itfelf.  Some  there 
arc  that  take  this  worm,  putting  it  into  the  hand 
of  a  new-born  child,  clofe  the  hand  about  it,  tying 
it  up  with  the  worm  clofcd  in  it,  'till  it  be  dead. 
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This  child  ever  after, by  ftroking  dw  bcaftaflfeaed, 
recovers  it,  and  fo  it  will,  if  the  water,  wherein 
the  child  wiUfaetb,  be  fprinkled  on  the  bead.  I 
have  known  a  man  that  thus  wouM  cure  his  neigh- 
bour's cattle,  tho*  he  never  faw  them.  The  other 
method  of  cure,  which  I  Uke  much  better,  is  by 
boring  an  augur-hole  in  a  well  grown  willow  tree, 
and  in  it  imprifoning,  but  not  immediately  killing, 
the  worm  fo  clofe  by  a  wooden  peg,  that  no 
air  may  get  in,  and  therein  leaving  him  to  die  at 
Icifure.  The  leaves  and  tender  branchesof  this 
tree,  ever  after,  if  bruifed  in  water  and  the  afFefted 
beaft  therewith  be  fprinkled,  he  is  cured.  The 
all- wife  and  ever  gracious  God,  having  thus  in  his 
providence  ordered  it,  that  not  only  this  venomous 
reptile,  but  divers  others,  and  who  knows  if  not 
all,  did  we  know  the  right  method  of  ufing 
them,  (hould  have  in  themfclves  their  own  an- 
tidotes, that  fo  we  might  have  a  i^medy  at  hand, 
as  the  poet  fayeth, 

Una  eademque  mams  vulnus  ofemquefemt.     O  v  i  d  . 

The  hand  that  wounds  applies  the  healing  balm. 

We  have  alfo  in  our  bogs  and  low  paftur6  grounds, 
and  likewife  on  high  moorifli  pafture,  and  moun- 
tains, a  certain  fmall  animal  (rarely  met  with)  in 
length  about  a  fpan,  having  four  feet  refembling 
the  hands  of  a  man,  palm,  thumb,  and  fingers, 
from  the  hind  foot  backward  it  is  as  long  as 
thence  forward,  but  not  fo  bulky,  for  it  tapereth 
forth  in  length,  and  ends  in  a  very  fmall  tail^ 
without  any  (ling  that  I  could  ever  find.  The 
beft  portrait  that  I  can  give  of  it  is  the  crocodile 
in  the  maps  and  cuts  of  travellers  and  fome 
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geographers,  which  it  fecms  to  me  in  all  parts  to 
refemblc,  and  to  outward  appearance  is  none  other 
than  a  diminutive  crocodile.  They  are  of  difierent 
colours ;  thofe  found  on  the  mountains  are  grcyilh 
and  azure ;  thofe  in  our  bogs  are  betwixt  grcyilh 
and  brown,  fpeckled ;  fome  call  them  in  thelrilh 
Arglogh- tongue,  Arglogher,  which  may  be  rendered  the 
^'  rufli-pig,  and  others  Alkeloagher,  or   ru(h-eel. 

This  animal,  thus  terrible  to  our  outward  view,  is 
altogether  harmlefs;  and  tho*  its  jaws  be  very  wide 
and  he  at  pleafure  exerteth  thereout  a  very  long 
and  flender  branched,  forked  tongue,  refembling 
at  full  extent  an  anchor,  the  outwings  of  which  he 
draweth  up  clofc  fo  as  not  to  be  vifible  at  pleafure, 
yet  it  never  ofFereth  to  fling  or  cjedl  any  poifon. 
It  is  a  ftrange  vivacious  animal ;  for  being  kept  in 
the  open  air,  it  will  live  a  twelvemonth  together 
without  food  or  fuftenance,  more  than  what  the 
element  affords  it.  I  have  known  a  young  man 
who  for  feveral  months  together,  kept  one  of  them 
prilbner  on  his  hat,  tyed  by  a  thread  to  the  hat- 
band :  it  had  more  than  half  its  long  tail  or 
hinder  part  cut  off,  yet  this  poor  creature  lived, 
and  fcemed  lively  and  ftrong  enough ;  how  long 
he  kept  it  in  the  whole  time,  and  whether  it  died 
for  lack  of  food  or  not,  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  told 
you  this  creature  was  no  way  noxious,  I  (hall  now 
tell  you  wherein  it  is  helpful  to  man,  and  that 
under  one  of  the  faddeft  accidents  or  difafters, 
that  fomctimes  befal  usj  whoever  therefore  fhall  be 
fo  hardy  as  to  take  thisliitle  formidable  animal,  and 
ftroke  the  belly  and  tail  thereof  three  times  againft 
his  tongue,  drawing  it  againft  the  fcalesof  it,  will 
ever  after  perfeftly  and  fpeedily  cure  any  burn  or 
fcald,  and  that  by  licking  the  part  affedled.  This 
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bath  been  confirmed  to  me  from  the  certain 
knowledge  and  experience  of  a  very  honed  gen- 
tlctmn,  and  a  near  neighbour. 

Having  too  long,  I  fear,  detained  my  reader  in 
our  lakes  and  marfhes,  we  will  now,  with  his  good 
likiog,  range  the  more  firm  and  flable  champaign 
ground  ;  and  here  you  (hall  be  fure  to  meet  with 
moil  pleafant  and  fruitful  fields,  either  cloathed 
with  corn  of  all  forts,  or  ftudded  with  white  or 
black  cattle,  meadows  in  their  feafons  flowring,  or 
pafiures  always  verdant,  no  rough  or  impafiable 
mountains,  but  inftead  thereof,  pleafant  and  fine 
rifing  hills,  feated  at  fuch  juft  diftances,  as  if  by 
them  nature  defigned  only  to  delight  the  elevated 
fpeftator  with  a  more  advantageous  and  chearful 
view  of  the  adorned  fields  and  plains ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  as  before  I  complained  of  our  great  want  of 
timber,  fo  here  I  muft  of  another  deficiency,  of 
almoft  as  bad  a  confequence,  want  of  hedges  and 
fences ;  a  defeat  that  we  cannot  hope  to  find  in  01  r  -^        . 
days  thoroughly  removed,  nor  is  it  likely  it  everhcdgcs 
will^unlcfsour  propri  etors  become  inhabitants  alfo;and 
for  adventurers  and  other  gentlemen,  fet  out  their  ^^^*'* 
eftates  at  the  higheit  rent  to  the  poor  farmer,  and 
from  him  little  of  improvement  is  to  be  expefted, 
who,  if  he  be  able  to  pay  his  rent  and  live,  thinks 
himfelf  happy  and  rich;  nor  indeed  doth  the  genius 
of  the  Irilh  farmer  incline  to  be  at  any  prefent 
expence,  in  cxpetlation  of  a  future  greater  bene- 
fit ;  he  will  fence  indeed  his  corn,  but  fo  flightly 
and  without  any  manner  of  quick^  that  before  it 
can  be  reaped,  his  own  and  his  neighbour's  cattle 
force  him  ufually  to  a  renewal  of  his  labours ;  and 
if  at  any  time  he  makes  a  fence  likely  to  hold  out 
*  whole  year,  he  triumphs,  and  with  confidence 
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pronouDoeth  it  a  year's  ditx:h,  which  among  them 
pztkdi  for  a  very  ftrong  fence. 

In  this  our  furvcy  of  Weftmeath,  we  muft  not 
expe<^  to  meet  with  Aatdy  cities,  nor  great  towns 
of  ijiitrt,  for  being  an  inland  country,  having  no 
la  vigableriver,  nor  eftablifljcd  mannfa^ory  among 
us,  our  inhabitants  live  more  fcattercd  in  fmall 
villages,  confifting  moftly  ©f  poor  fmall  cottages, 
which  ftand  not  much  longer  than  thdr  fences; 
neverthekfs,  you  will  now  and  then  meet  with  a 
few  towns-corporate,  fbme  antient  caftles,  and 
fome  abWcs  and  mohaftcries,  whereof  I   (hall 
here  give  you  the  beft  account  I  can. 
Rathwire.     Rath  wire  is  the  firft  place  of  note  tliat  prefcnts 
itfelf  to  our  view,  and  that  at  a  diftance  if  you 
come  from  the  Eaft,  fituate  in  the  barony  of 
FarbiU,  on  a  high  rifing  ground,  built  as  of  dc- 
fign  not  to  overlook  but  to  awe  the  whole  coun- 
try founded  (as  tradition  goes)  by  Sir  Hugh  de 
Lacy,  who  was  one  of  our  firft  Englifh  conquer- 
ors, and  fixed  in  this  country  in  or  very  near  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Second.     It  feeros  by 
.  what  to  this  day  remains  of  the  ruins,  to  have 
been  a  ftrong  well  built  fort  for  the  manner  of 
building  at  that  time,  capacious  and  of  good  re- 
ceipt, now  remain  only  fome  portions  of  ttie  out- 
walls,  and  heaps  of  rubbifti, 

Fuil  Hium  et  ivgms 
Gloria  Dardmia.  Viae. 

Here  Ilium  flood  Dardania*s  mighty  boaft. 

Very  near  this  but  in  a  valley  behind  it,  is  feated 
^  Killucquin,  the  largeft  of  all  the  parifli  churches 

quin.^"    I  have  feen  in  this  county.     It  beareth  fome  pro- 
portion with  the  mind  not  the  body  of  the  founder 
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(for  Sir  Hugh  was  a  fmall  timbered  man)  and  not 
only  (o  but  with  the  parifh  itfelf,  which  is  com- 
raenfuratc  with  the  barony.     For  the  barony  of 
Farbill  and  the  parilh  of  Killucquin  are  terms 
fynonimous.     The  church  hath  a  large  and  well 
built  ftccplc  or  tower,  in  the  weft-end  thereof,     ' 
wherein  hang  to  this  day  two  or  three  fair  bella^ 
wbidi  have  bad  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the 
rapine  and  fiffy  of  the  late  wars.    On  the  eaift- 
end  is  a  fair  large  chancel  raifed  almoft  to  tha 
height  of  the  body  of  the  church ;  the  whole  well 
roofed  arxl  Ihingled.     On  the  north  wall  of  the 
chancel  at  the  eaft-end,  ftands  a  fair  handfomo 
caAle,  now  without  roof,  the  manfion  houfe,  I 
fuppofe,  of  the  vicar  or  curate  j  adjoining  to  this         / 
church  are  two  or  three  chapels,  whereof  one  called 
St.  Mary's  is  a  large  one  but  without  roof,  all 
built  in  after  ages  for  burial  places  to  divers  of  the 
beft  families  of  the  country-,  not  far  .from  the 
church  yard,  on  the  fouth  of  it,  ftands  what  is  left 
of  theantient  parfonage  h6ufe,a  fair  large  building, 
according  to  the  antient  nuxle  of  building;  it  is  ta 
this  day  (probpudor)  wafte  without  ftick  or»ftone, 
after  a  thus  long  fettled  and  well  eftabliflied 
peace.     This  feems  indeed  an  univerfal  malady, 
and  I  take  it  to  be  one  of  the  many  inconveni- 
cndcs  that  follow  non-refidence,  (an  evil  too  fre- 
quent among  our  clergy)  which  certainly  here  in 
a  parifli  fo  large  and  of  very  good  revenue,  is 
Mly  excufable, 

fe  this  diurch^  as  in  all  churches  I  (hall  hereafter 
WMmtion  to  be  in  repair,  divine  fervice,  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England,  is  con- 
ftantly  celebrated,  &c.  Hence  north- weft  let 
us  travel  to 
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Delvin,  in  the  barony  from  it  named,  a  large 
oblong  fquare  caftlc,  high  raifed,  having  at  each 
corner  a  large  round  tower,  which  equallcth,  if 
not  furmounteth  the  caftle,  a  ftrufturc  fpeaking 
antient  magnificence.  It  is  now  wholly  waftc, 
without  roof  or  inhabitants.  It  giveth  the  title 
of  a  Lord  Baron  to  the  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Nugent,  Earl  of  Weftmeath,  of  an  anticnt 
illuftrious  family  defcended  from  Baron  Jones, 
who  (without  the  ftile  of  Lord)  was  of  the  firft 
EngWh  conquerors  and  feated  here. 

Of  the  title  of  Barons,  not  Lords,  there  are 
feveral  families  that  yet  remain  in  this  kingdom, 
many  are  extindt,  and  fome  (as  this)  are  advanced 
to  higher  degrees  of  honour.  Of  old,  befidcs  this 
family,  we  had  in  this  county  the  Baron  of  Moy- 
Titular  afhell,  (Tuitt)  the  family  remains  in  good  repii- 
^^"-  tation  and  port,  altho*  the  title  be  almoft  obfo- 
lete.  The  Baron  of  Rathconrah,  (Owen)  the 
family  now  reduced  to  one  poor  brogue-maker, 
the  chief,  and  a  few  mean  cottiers.  In  the  coun- 
ty of  Meath,  the  Baron  of  Navan,  (Wangle)  the 
Baron -of  Galtrim,  (Huffey)  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  the  Baron  of  Burn-church  (Fitzgerald) 
in  Munfter,  the  Baron  of  Loughmoe  (Purccll) 
and  feveral  other  families  in  this  kingdom.  This 
honour  is  hereditary  to  the  feveral  families,  tho' 
the  ftile  (by  I  know  not  what  negledt)  be  almoft 
worn  out  every  where.  The  honourable  family 
of  the  Nugents  came  to  their  honour  and  eftatc, 
by  marriage  with  the  daughter  and  heir  of  the 
laft  Baron  Jones,  *as  fome  fay  that  Jones  alfo4iad 

done 

*  Mr.  Lodge  obferves  (peerage,  vol.  i.  page  ii8,  note 
d.)  that  it  appears  from  the  patent  roll  of  the  12th  year 
of  king  Richard  II.  1389,  that  William,  baron  of  Delvin> 
was  then  in  ward  to  the  king,  by  the  name  of  WillisuD 
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done  fome  ages  before  to  an  heir  general  of  the 
Nugcnts,  and  have  fince  in  many  generations 
ferved  the  crown  faithfully,  and  fometimes  in 
ftations  of  the  higheft  truft.  This  is  peculiarly 
obfcrved  in  this  family  for  many  latter  generati- 
ons, that  the  grandfon  fucceedeth  to  the  honour 
and  cftate,  the  father  intermediate  dying  in  the 
days  of  the  lord  in  poffeffion,  and  thus  it  is  at 
this  day.  In  this  town  is  a  fair  and  large  church 
ID  good  repair.  Hence  weftward  about  fix  miles 
we  meet  with 
Fourc,  an  antient  corporation,  fending  two 
I  kirgeffes  to  parliament,  feated  on  the  north  fide  of 

I  ihehill  or  rifing  ground, whichinterpofeth  between  Fourc. 
it  and  Lough-Lene  before- mentioned.  This  town 

isfaid  to  have  been  antiently  a  town  or  univerfity 

of  literature,  and  that  its  name,  fignifying  in  the 

Irifh  tongue,  the  town  of  books,  and  the  menti-. 

oned  lake,  the  lake  of  learning,  may  feem  to  give 

countenance  to  this,  as  alfo  an  ifland  in  the  faid  lake 

bearing  the  like  name,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 

the  retiring  place  of  the  learned,  who  taught  here. 

But  if  this  town  were  not  a  mart  of  learning,  furely 

it  was  of  devotion,  there  being  in  it  no  lefs  than  the 

ruins  of  three  parilh  churches,  more  by  two  than 

the  greateft  and  beft  town  of  our  county  hath, 

one  monaftery,  one  church  or  cell  of  an  Anchorite, 

the  fole  of  the  religious  of  this  kind  in  Ireland. 

This  religious  perfon  at  his  entry  maketh  a  vow 

never  to  go  out  of  his  doors  all  his  life  after,  and 

accordingly 
Fitz-Richard  Nugent,  baron  of  Delvin ;  "which  circum- 
ftance,  together  with  his  appointments  in  1401  and  1402, 
of  iheriff  of  the  county  of  Mealh,  &c.  by  that  title,  over- 
^owi  the  received  opinion  of  the  honours  accruing  to 
Wm  by  his  aforefaid  marriage  in  1 407,  and  proves,  that 
he  not  only  bore  that  title  nineteen  years  before,  whilft  he 
was  under  age,  but  that  he  very  probably  fuccceded  his 
^atiier  Richard  therein. 
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accordingly  here  he  remains  pent-up  all  his  days^ 
every  day  he  faith  mafs  in  his  chapeU  which  alfo 
is  part  of,  nay  almoft  all  his  dwelling-houfc,  for 
there  is  no  more  houfe,  but  a  very  fmall  caftlc, 
wherein* a  tall  man  can  hardly  ftrctch  himfelf  at 
length,,  if  he  laid  down  on  the  floor,  nor  is  there 
any  paflage  into  the  caftle  but  thro*  the  chapel. 
He  hath  fervants  that  attend  him  at  his  call  in  an 
out-houfe,  but  none  lyeth  within  the  church  but 
himfelf.  He  is  faid  by  the  natives,  who  hold  him 
in  great  veneration  for  his  fandlity,  every  day  to 
dig  or  rather  fcrape,  for  he  ufeth  no  other  tools 
but  his  nails,  a  portion  of  his  grave  *,  being 
cfteemed  of  fo  great  holinefs,  as  if  purity  and 
fandtity  were  entailed  on  his  cell,  he  is  conftanlly 
vifited  by  thefe  of  the  Romi(h  religion,  who  aim 
at  being  eileemed  more  devout  than  the  ordinary 
amongft  them ;  every  vifitant  at  his  departure 
leaveth  his  offering  or  (as  they  phrafe  it)  devotion 
on  his  altar;  but  he  relieth  not  on  this  only  for 
a  maintenance,  but  hath  thofe  to  bring  him  in  their 
devotion  whofe  devotions  are  not  fo  fervent  as  to 
invite  them  to  do  the  ofBce  in  pcrfon ;  thefe  are 
called  his  ^o£kors,  who  range  all  the  countries  in 
Ireland  to  beg  for  him,  whom  they  call  the  holy 
man  in  the  ilone :  corn,  eggs,  geefe,  turkies,  hens, 
Iheep,  money  and  what  not ;  nothing  comes  amifs, 
and  no  where  do  they  fail  altogether,  but  fomc- 
thing  is  had,  infomuch  that  if  his  proftors  deal 
honeftly,  nay  if  they  return  him  but  the  tenth 
part  of  what  is  given  him,  he  may  doubtlefs  fare 
as  well  as  any  priefl  of  them  all ;  the  only  recre- 
ation this  poor  prifoner  is  capable  of,  is  to  walk 
on  his  terras  built  over  the  cell  wherein  he  lies, 
if  he  may  be  faid  to  walk,  who  cannot  in  one 
line  ftrctch  forth  his  legs  four  times. 

One 
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One  of  thefc  churched  before  mentioned  isSt.  re- 
called St;  Fechin's,  one  of  our  Iri{h  faints.  The^'^'^- 
^ief  entrance  ^nt0  this  church  is  at  the  weft-end, 
by  a  door  about  \hree  feet  broad,  and  fix  feet  high* 
Xhis  wall  is  hard  upon,  if  not  altogether,  three 
feet  t'hick ;  ;thfe  lintel  that  trayerfetb  the  head  of 
the  door  is  df'6tit  entire  ftohe  of  the  full  thicknefs, 
or  near  it,  of  the  wall,  and  to  the  bell  of  niy  re- 
lihcnlbrance,  about  fix  tobt|lQng, pr  perhaps  more, 
and  in  heijjht  aoout  two  Foqt  or  more  ^  having 
takeh  nolice  of  it,  as  the  lir^eft  entire  ftonc,  I  toid 
it  any  time  obreryed,  eipccialljr  fo  high  in  any 
building,  and  (^ifcovrfing  of  jt  \5rith  m  antfent 
dweller  in  tbe  towq,  lobferved  to  him,  that  of  old 
tijbc  they  wanted  .hot  their  enginqsi  even  iq  thit 
country,  fpr  thejt  liruflti^rjes  ^  tlipgentkrtito,  fmil- 
ineasat  my  miftake,  told  me  that  the  filint  him- 
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only  as  can  immediately  apply  their  force  urttajt ; 
however  I  aflure  you  this  ftory  in  tliat .  formafity 
related,  is  infinitely  believed  by  a  generation  cre- 
dulous enough,  and  who  boaft  of  miracles  and 
adhere  to  tradition  how  unlikely  focvcr  it  be,  if  it 
feem  to  fet  but  the  leaft  glofs  or  varnlfli  on  that 
religion  or  the  relatives  thereof,  that  they  fo  tena- 
cioufly  adhere  unto. 
Monaftc-  Befides  the  churches  and  the  cell,  this  coi^w- 
p  ^f  lion  hath  adjdning  to  it  one  monaftefy,  "^^  ^^^ 
but  neat  and  of  firm  compofurc,  of  canons  regular, 
built  by  the  fame  St..  Fechin  about  the  year  630 ; 
this  monaftery  is  ferd  to  ht  built  in  a  bog,  and  fo 
it  is,'  but  founded  on  a  fe-m  fpot  of  ground  Which 
&  wholly  pofleffeth.  This  town  of  Foure,  after 
all  that  is  ftid  of  it,  is  at  this  day  but  very  mean, 
the  inhabitants  very  poor  and  jiV'c?  in  fmall  cot- 
tagei.  Hende  let  ijs  pafs  to 
Fahatty.  -  P^^tij^  on  the  Eaftcrn  banks  of  Lough-Dirc- 
vcreagh  before  defcribed  ;  the  word  may  import 
orfignifiea  joyful  reception  or  welcome.  This 
was  the  retiring  place  of  Mortimer  Earl  of  March, 
who  married  Philippa  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  fon  to  Edward  the 
tbir4  and  an  elder  brother  to  John  of  Gaunt  Duke 
of  Lancafter,  the^  ftther  of  Henry  the  fourth. 
This  Mortimer,  after  king  Richard  was  depofcd, 
tiwthe  might'bc  out  of  harm's  way,  procula  Jo^f 
proculaf4dmme^  mth  his  princefs,  in  whom  after 
the  death  bf  Richard  without  heir  of  hjs  body  the 
i^htofi  fucceffion  remained,  fixed  his  refidencc, 
as::tradition^goes,  amongft  us  at  this  place,  a 
ptace.  not  more  fafc  than  pfcafant,  not  above 
a^  :  mite  diftant  from  the  chapel  before  fpo- 
ktii  (^  <m  tbe-fidc  of  Knock-Eyen. '  By  mar- 
a"^:::,:    ^  .         ^     riagC 
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riage  with  the  daughter  and  heir  of  this  bed^  and 
flot  by  the  paternal  line,  the  houfe  of  York  got 
their  claim  to  the  crown,  whereof  in  the  fourth 
generation^  they  got  into  the  poflfelTion  in  Edward 
the  fourth.  This  Fahatty  (Mortimer's  Latium) 
by  its  ruins,  for  it  is  now  little  elfe,  fpeaks  itfelf  to 
have  been  the  refidence  of  a  prince^  as  the  name 
feems  to  denote  his  Welcome,  and  as  in  a  decayed 
and  out- worn  face  you  may  trace  beauty^fointhc 
niins  hereof  you  may  yet  behold  the  lineameats 
and  foot  fteps  of  antient  ftateand  magnificence. 

And  not  unlikely  it  is,  that  the  rc^ence  of  thefc 
princes  here  in  \ht  *  meditullmm  zXmo^  of  this 
kingdom,  joined  to  the  winning  fweetnefs  of  a 
free  and  eafy  converfetion,  whcrdn  princes  iq 
diftrefs  are  never  dcficieht,  together  with  the  inju- 
ries they  might  fcem  to  fufFer^  being  kept  out  by 
an  ufurping  prince  of  their  lawful  right,  might 
have  given  the  firil  rife  to  that  great  affisftion  this 
nation  is  obferved  by  hiflorians  to  have  borne  to 
thehoufeandfanaily  ofYork,  for  nothing  takcth 
morethan  ihe  unjuft  fufferii^s  of  arightful  prince, 
and  perhaps  alfo,  that  the  fiiccefs  this  family  at 
laii  found  in  Edward  the  fourth  and  his  father 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  might  have  given  coun- 
tenance to  that  Clying  that  to  this  day  is  common 
in  th^  mouths  of  many^  he  that  England  would  / 
win  mull  with  Ireland  firft  begin }  and  this  af* 
feOion  was  no  doubt  then  IngMy  enhanced  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  by  the  winning  carriage  of 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  a  wife  and  ambitious 
prince,  during  his  admi^iftration-  here  as  Lord 
Lieutenant  underking  Henry  the '  fixth.  Tbeqcc 
^uta  mileeaftwsird,  we  }iave  the  church  of 

}  ;F  2     .         •     Ballinegrgfi, 
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Balline-  Balltm^cofs^  a  ocwfabrick  upon  new  founda- 
S^^^  doqty  large  and  capacipui^  havif^  a  handfome 
taw€r  or  fteeple  at  the  weft  endt  wherein  hang 
two  fair  bdls.  The  patron  hereof  ia  Walter  Fol- 
lard,  Eiq;  who  befiowed  the  ground  thereof  and 
afaiir  church  yard.  The  church  was  built  at  the 
charge  of  theharony,  and  confecrated  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Henry  Jonea  late  Lord  Bi(hop  bf  Meatb,  in 
i68o.  Hence  weft  ward  about  four  or  five  miles 
we  meet  with 
MuItifSer-  Multifernin^  a  monaftory  of  Franc^ibtn  friars, 
founded  by  \ViUiam  Delamere  t,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  thirds  feated  on  the  Game,  in  the 
barony  of  Corkory.  The  firame  or  fabric  is  ra- 
ther neat  and  coihpa£t  than  fumptuoua  or  tower* 
in^  having  m  the  the  midft  between  the  body  of 
th^  church  aqd  the  fJiancel,  an  handfonte,  ftrait, 
but  very  njiirow  fteeple.  After  the  diflblution  of 
monafteriea  it  became  the  property  of  Alderman 
Jana  of  Dublin,  who  or  his  fuoceflbrs  permitted 
die  friara  to  enter  again  and  here  fitttle  in  as 
great  or  greater  fplendouf  than  ever :  here  at  and 
before  1641,  they  hkd  their  diurcb  not  only  in 
very  good  repair,  but  adorned  (pardon  the  ex* 
prcflion)  with  images,  pictures,  rdiques,  &c.  here 
in  fhe  choir  or  chandel  they  had  their  organs 
and  chorifters  ;  they  had  not  only  apartments  fuf- 
fi^ient  for  thefa-  own  number,  but  for  the  reception 
of  many  horfe  and  foot  at  any  time ;  here  they 
^alfo,  all  houfes  of  c^ltces  fit  to  make  prepara- 
fion  for  entertainment  of  fuch  as  came  at  all  times 
fo  vifit,  or  otherwife  to  confolt  or  debate  their 
ioxif^s  ;  and  here  it  waatfaat  the  fatal  rebellion, 
v«;hich  broke  out  M^th  lb  much  fury  and  havock  on 
diefeglifh  andPtoteftants  hi  this  kingdom  in 

1641, 
f  la  the  year  113& 
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164U  yf^  hiitch<^  and  cohtriv^d :  for  this  pUd 
bdhg  conven^htly  feat^  ^Imoft  in  the  cditteof 
the  kingdom  dhd^dfo  of  ^eat  recdpt ;  that  ^jfeiu^ 
^  feme  ydurs  before,  ^reat  and  frequeht  were 
tfte  meetings  here  of  the  Popjlh  clcr^  of  aH  tfi«ds; 
from  alt  pkrts  of  the  kingdom;  m&mudi  thAt 
riicn  great  notfce  was  taken  (Hereof,  afidth*  iVfl 
confequences  of  their  great  frequency  dreaded  IfJ^ 
fech  weening  fouls  as  kn^w  iiothifrg  in  pHt^tiidat 
of  the  niachihitions  and-  contrivances  t'htt-  Albbt 
amongft  fhcte ;  wherdipon  fomccvtii  thefi  fp^tii, 
not  to  diviitg*  tfeeir  apprehfehftotfe,  «Atf  pftWift'- 
larfythelMeLbrd'Biffiop^of  Ardiagh,  D^riRftSf- 
ardf^n,  #hothdfUi>nmer  brf6reth^w&'lM'6K^<M^ 
on  no  other  ^ound,  as  I  ha^cf  hieard  he  fil&t  himl- 
fclf;  witlKlr<iw  with  aH  his  ftibftdnci^  into  Bdglaiwd. 

Hinc  iiy  Idchryma.    ■  . 

Ah !  hence  tfee  folirce  of  duir  latd  cftielw^b*.      ' 

This  d}by  is  at  this  time  alt6getfe<Jr  ouft  of  re- 
pair, yet  the  friars  of  this  cbnvertt  hkd  brf<iW  the 
difcovcry  6f'  thfe  latie  Po^ilh  plot  in '  Eriglahd^  a 
friary  and  convent  on  aj^edd  of  land  near- ^s 
place,  beingapardel  of  Krii^A^Woodbfelon^njg 
toSirThomasf  Nugeint  baroHiet,  ^^Hfeirfe  they^  Ksid 
buflt  all  manner  of  convcrtientieirboth  fbf  the  rt!- 
ccipt  of  ftrangerS  and  for  thcSr  dvm  life,-  b#atU 
thatched  cabins  which  arcPto  this  day  to^tu)^ in 
good  repair,  and  arte  ready  for  tfetii'  redSjpiWn 
whenever  they  (haU  plcafe,  0r  find  thfeojipfei-ttiifi- 
ty  of  re.entferihg,.and  fomei  fay  that  it  is  not  now 
altogether  void  of  them,  alrhd*  he' whttownsto  be 
an  inhabitant  therein  is  faid  to  be  a  Proteftant. 
Not  far  hence  eaftward  on  the  north  fide  of  an 

high 
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high  hill  after,  you  have  afcended  more  than  half 
the  height^  we  meet  with  a  great  holbw  or  cave 
i/i  the  bowels  of  the  hill,  by  the  natives  called 
Cattv  Catt's-hole.  The  firft  entry  is  very  low,  fo  as 
hole.  you  raoft  crecp^on  all  fours  if  you  will  enter  j  whai 
in  this  poilure  you  have  proceeded  fourteen  or 
fifieen  foot,  you  may  rife  and  walk  upright,  for 
here  the  cave  is  fcvch  or  eight  foot  high,  and  if 
y<m  bring  light  with  you,  you  may  behold  a  piece 
pf  nature's  architcfture  ;  for  as  art  is  faid  in  other 
jthin^  to  imitate  nature,  fo  here  nature  may  be 
iaid  to  imitate  art,  fo  handfomely  the  vault  fecms 
aicfaf d  :  the  firft  room  that  entertaineth  you  is 
peetty  large,  about  ten  or  tv^elve  foot  in  fquarc  j 
Jjefice  are  divers  narrow  apartments  verging  eaft, 
fouth  and  weft  ;  two  of  thefe  of  the  length  of  one 
perch  or  two,  grow  fo  narrow  and  incommodious 
for  farther  travel,  that  they  give  but  little  invita- 
tion to  a  farther  fearch ;  the  third  towards  the 
weft,  admits  a  curious  perfon  to  a  farther  fearch, 
yet  this  alfo,  growing  at  laft  both  uneven  and  nar- 
row, I  was  difcpjaragcd  to  go  as  far  as  I  migh^i 
fearing  I  might  have  fallen  into  feme  unheeded 
precipices  ;'  tji^  natives  tell  us,  tlio*  one  had  need 
of  a.large  portion  of  their  credulity  to  believe  it, 
that  it  endeth.at  -Croach-Patricli  in  Connaught. 
4a  this  cave  towards  the  latter  end  of  ©ur  laie 
unhappy  war  of  1^41,  the  chief  tory  of  Weft- 
,  Mcalh  is  faid  for  a  time  to  have  luiked  ;  but  on 
better  confideratton  he-foon  flighted  bis  garrifon, 
:  for  altho*  here  one  man  might  keep  out  a  thoufand, 
.  yet  it  were.eafy  for  one  man  without,  the  wind 
fet ting  convenient,  by  a  fmokc  to  force  a  great 
number  within  toa  furrender,  or  death.  At 

Kilmacahill, 
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Kilmacahill  *,  are  the  ruins  of  a  didblved  friary  Killma- 
ornionaftery  of  Francifcans,  whereof  remains  to  «»*"''• 
this  day,  only  fome  part  of  the  walls  of  their 
church  ;  if  other  buildings  they  had,  time  iiath 
rendered  them  invifible ;  thisftandeth  in  that  part 
of  the  county  that  I  told  you  was  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Inny,  as  alfo  did  three  or  four  miles  far- 
ther northward  on  the  lands  of  Clonmore,  the 
nunnery  of 

Kenard.     Hence  let  us  hafte  again  to  the  foutb 
of  the  Inny,  and  within  a  fliort  mile  of  it  on  the^°"^ 
weftern  banJks  of  the  Iron-lake  before  defcribed, 
we  .meet  an  antient  diffol?cd,monaftery  or  priory 
6f  Augufiin  monks^  called 

Trifternaugh.  The  word  feems  to  denotCTrifter- 
thorns,  thiftles  pr ..briers ;  this  monaftery  is  built,  asnaugh. 
inany  antierit  collegiate  churches  have  been,  in  the 
form  of  a  crbfs,  having  in  the  centre  thereof  a  tpw- 
cr  or  ftecple,  rgifed  on  the  four  innermoft  corners 
of  the  crbfs..  from  each  of  which  corners  the  wall 
as  it  nfetl  f  untjj  tlje  whole  is  brought 

mtoanoi  ;npe  forward  the  tower  rifeth 

about  tbi  iight,§de5„ineachofwhiQh      . 

IS  a^  wind;  II  of  'thji&  church  and  ftceple, 

tho*  witfi  me  qm  oJf  mind,  remains 

to  this  da;  and  fu^a»tial,'  -  This  abby 

was  foqn(  JepffryConftant^ae.whowa^ 

one  of  oui  iqfierprs^  ior.  or  foon  after  ^le 

days  of  k  he  fecpnfi-,  ,(a,  whom  for  bis 

fcrvice  w,  ,e  territories  .«f^^ijbixy-a«d 

Kathroari  charter, of  dpijfitiontaibii 

and  tells !  >unded  tWs.abbyJnhigiem 

ritory  on  is  gpr^aiyj  fpundei!,  ,am6o© 

other  his  large  donations  to  this  abby,  gives  his 

•  Or  KiUmacCahal.  ^^^^ 
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lands  in  Connauglit  without  nanfiiqg.afiy  paj:tifu- 

lars,wncrcasih^hehaii.befor^^^  I 

tloiisas  not  coriten^  with  barely.  tiaijilVig  th<^ni,  he 

deicribcs  their  very,  mears.andj'boqnci^.;  a^yjfmg 

^itn  an  ant|ent  a^d  judicious  pcrjoi^^  '>YhAt.  he 

could  imagine  mignt  be  .t|ie  r^afoii  hereof  ^^r^^,^ 

xnfe  idiat  this. was  uruijl  with  great  warriors  ap^ 

cJon^uerors  of  old,  whq  confi^injg^  on  their  ojAjn 

prow^efs  and  good   fortune,  oftentimes  defigned 

lands  to  fuch  and  fuch  ufes  ^ven  l^^offe^they  had 

,    i  conquered  them  ;  hence  we  may  Conclude,  thfit 

Connausht  was  not  yet  conquered  wl^en  this  ajbby 

was  founded,  and  whether  our  conqueror  did^o)r 

not  after  this  time,  make  any  iijnpreffion  on  <Pc^- 

naught  I  cannot  learn ;  furc  I  am^  that  there,  ap- 

'       pears  nothing  that  our  monks. t^at  were  here,  cv«f 

had  any  pofleffions  in  Connaught,  anc|  of  thpfp 

that  they  had  here,  of  which  there  femaineth  rcy 

cord,  rnany  were  fold  and  ajiened  in  their  ov^ij 

^linc,  atid  many  were  Joft.  at  the  time  of  the  fup: 

jjreffiori,  for  want  of  due  care  or  faithful  dealing^ 

mthofe  diat  were  at  that  timji  by  the  crown  em" 

ployed,  fo  as  neFtherthe  crown,;nof  ^n  y  by  or  upr 

tier  the  title  thereof;  evTcr  held' them  toihfsday. 

O'Doffh-'  '^"^  thedemeftfes^beloiiging.to  this  abby,,the 

aity's      ^^i*eat  G*Dc!ghir ty;  With  his  followers ^nd  forces 

^°^P-      but  of  Gonnatight,  to  the  number'offi^  hundred 

^cn,  is  faid  tiS  haveeticamped  lat^sln  hUJockwhcre 

greV^^  a  thorri  btiftf,^  eillfed  by  the  hayVes^^ from  tijs 

drfeat,  i0^t>6glht<if^'  bufh/  artH6Minee;that,  ^on 

MOthef  occiafioit  itliathf  anoth^ti^me  V  he  havii^ 

£rtliere  for  miihy  days,  was  at  jaft  fet  qpon  by  one 

cff^he  Qgceri*sf  tJaptaiiis,  Ms  name  nor  the  pe(?ulw)f 

time  Icould.never  icarn ;  after  a  brifh  ehg^ement 

on  both  fidcsi  fi)&fie  of  0*Dogharty 6  chief  mc^. 

.       '.    *'     * --         *    falling, 
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fallin,  pd  rcniwd^,  toping  to 

be  re  yNw^cjit^Acfttcqaat, 

witbi  i^Nii^cmt/  tbo*  it,  is.  iald 

he|ja^_  i  before^  twnj  him  fly 

andtJieC^een's  foFces^at  his  heds,  denied  htm 
entrance  V  thus  he.  aqd  his  meQ  miifin^^  of  this 
hope,  made  but  very  weak  refjftjwicp,  mfomudb 
that  they  were  ajli  miiie^bly  fl^in  under  the'  walls 
oftheabby,  fewer  none  efcapipg  ;  ^-ll^^^^^y 
found  quarter  iG^nnot  fi^d  ;  the,ilaintoragrcj|t 
hat  micertain  number  were.bui[ied,on^hf  ipot,a$ 
daily  experience  (hews  us^  when  09qa^pfliis{giv«a 
of  digging  in  our  gardens  any,  thing :  more  ihsm 
ordiaary  deep.  T^his.  accpunt,  tlip*  jamCi  is  the 
hefljthat  ever  I  qould  k^rn  of  this.a^Wi^ujd  the 
grwt negligence  of  our  forefatber^ia  trufljng 
'^'  '"^^        ^  ^      ' '     'it  uneertain  ti»ditiom 

qnly^  in  xbi^  but  in 

Q,  (q^^  whereof  wc 

oavhe^&<^r>< 

of  a,  wlehiSrCwtediaoiapcl  of 
now>  ip  gopd  repafc,Tcmpk 
bel|,3  wi^filfc  bad  tbc^^^^- 
lujy  an4^  ^npinciof  the 
::i  our  lat^;biibppof 
at  onft^meij^wcnoir 
ndjat,  anptherj  tbnei  Ox 
5tk  tbe^  d^e#)  ofioitr 
out  ofji^pjaif  ^^     :    > 
el  y^d,  it  tn?^yrfl©t  bt  Corpooo, 
►ur  rcgd^r  with  a-cci>- 
imetinpe  wrp^^bti  rrtr 
P^^./^^r^^p^^y,yiUch  vencff^Ier  tradition 
giTOi^tp  thi^effi-^;; :  we  have  from^iwt  diys 
*«|t^,relique,  rewaii^iflg.  cyenji^^r  a«iopg.U9^ 

Kept 
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keptbyacertaingentlcmah,  iagrcatzealot  of  thcRo 
-mifh  church,  with  no  fmall  veneration  j  they  cal 
it  Corpnou  *,  that  is  in  Englifli,.  the  holy  or  yc0 
ed  body  V  if  it.be  meant  or  intended  of  thebod^ 
of  our  bleffed  Lord-and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
fear  it  is^  it  falls  very  little  ffiort  of  blafphemy  *;  th< 
thing  itfelf  is  nothore  thin  a  fmall  piece  of  Wood 
(haped  fomcwhat  like  a  bible  of  the  fmaller  vo 
iumc,  laced  about  with  laces  of  brafs,  and  on  Cpnu 
parts  ftudded  over  oh  the  one  fide  with  pieces  oi 
cryttal  all  ifet  in  filver,  and  here  and  there  larded 
^ith  Glwtttct  or  chafed  into  the  wood  and  fallen- 
ed  with  hisiils,  fome  brafs  and  fome  filver  5  on  the 
-oth^r  fide  appears  a  crucifix  of  brafs,  and  wheihci 
it  have  ariy  thing  hidden  within  it,  is  known  I  be- 
lieve to  ho  man  living,  but  it  hath  been  and  fe 
Jleld  to  thisday  tn  great  veneration  by  all  of  the 
Romifh  perfuafion  that  live  hereabouts  ;  onoo- 
cafion  it  is  offered  to  them  4s  a  ftcred  oatH,  by 
which  none  tlare  fwear  fitlfcly  for  fear  his  mouth 
^  _  r .    flioUld  run  awryup  to  his  ears,  or  fome  pthcrgrcat 
-  .       ^diefcarmity  or  fudden  death  (hould  betide  him;  iior 
'  are  we  without  ttories  of  judgments  of  thia Tort, 
ahat  have  ibifalten  falfe  fwearers;  tho' no  man  liv- 
ing 4::an  fay,  that  he  ever  faw  any  perlbn  that'  thus 
became  defomied  ;  but  the  ftory  of  the  miracle 
*4*un6  thiis-:  In  old  times  wheri  the  monksr  dwelt 
Jiore,'  one  of  their  young  Trfars  ,h^d  occafioh  to 
carry  thfe  rdkjite  over  the  lake  ;  tarrying  it:  upder 
J  his  arm  in  the  cot,  it  chanced  to  fall  intp  the  Jake, 
where  bcing^  over- laden  with' brafs,  filver  ari3 
cryftaHl  fbnk  ;  the  young  friar  returns  and  re 
ports  this  grieat  misfortune  and  lofs  -hereupon  the 
whole  convent  is  diffolved  irtto  lamentation,  for: 
row  and  mourning,  and  ccrtiirt  days  of  fafirng 

arc 

♦  Properly  Corp*naomli. 
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areindided,  notonl/intheconvent  tut  throughout 
the  adjoining  ptfrifh^;  when  the  days  of  grief  were 
over,  and  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  precious 
reli<)ue  were  given  up,  behold  on  a  certain  day 
all  the  Twine  ^at  were  about  this  land,  w^re  feen  to 
compafs  a  little  hillock  that  is  yet  in  this  chapel 
yard,  in  a  poftureof  great  devotion,  being  crtGt  on 
their  hinder  legs^  with  their  four  legs  held  upwards 
as  men  uTe  in  their  devotions  to  kneel  with  hands 
lifted  up ;  the  unufu^lnefs  of  this  fpe6\acle  did, 
as  no  wonder  it  fliould,  attradt  the  eyes  of  the 
beholders  into  admiration,  to  fee  fwine,  which  by 
all  men  are  eftecmed  the  emblem  of  ingratitude, 
with  their  eyescre£t  unto  heaven ;  the  curiofity  of 
the  beholders,  when  the  fcene  of  wonder  was  over, 
engaged  them  to  fearch  in  the  faid  hillock  fo  un- 
ufually  befet;  on  fearch  made,  a  large  fquare 
ilone  is  found,  having  in  the  centre  thereof  a  large 
fquare  hole  engraven  about  five  inches  deep,  and 
herein  was  found,  when  none  fo  nruch  as  dreamed 
thereof,  the  fo  much  bemoaned  relique  $  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  but  that  hereupon  was  great  joy  and 
triumph,  and  on  this  occafion  the  xeUque  becomes 
iiKM-c  than  ever  adored.  This  ftory  is  believed 
by  the  vulgar  hereabouts,  with  a  faith  little  fliort 
of  Jhat  whereby  they  profefs  to  believe  the  gof- 
pel,  infomuch  that  if  any  man  would  be  heard 
ferioufly  toaffert  any  thing  he  would  pafs  for  truth 
without  making  ufe  of  other  oath,  he  avers  it  in 
words  to  this  purpofe,  by  the  Corpnou  that  arofe 
at  Tc^mple-crofs,  fo  is  the  chapel  called,  and 
fometimes,  if  our  ferious  man  were  born  on  the 
demefnes  of  this  abby ,  he  adds  by  way  of  triumph 
and  exultation,  under  it  was  I  born.  Weftward 
hence  and  north,  about  a  mile  diftance  is  feated, 

Kilbixy, 
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Kilbi^y  J  Kilbfaty,  the  chief  feat  of  otet  mcntibiied  em- 
qucr(»r^s  reiidence,  and  head  of  hh  temtciry ;  of 
oM  a  town  of  great  rtote,  having,  as  ttadWon 
teJIcth  us,  fweke  burgcflfes  ift  thcfr  fc»let  ^Wta^ 
a  mayor  or  fovereign,  with  other  officers  fuitiabic 
to  (b  great  a  port.  Of  thi^  fo  grctft  fljittf,  fo 
fmall  arc  now  the  remaine,  thdf  you  it^f  fii&ly 
%  of  k,  what  the  hiftorian  fay  a  of  the  Veil  in 
Italy, 

Labors  amtatiumjtdes^  ur^eiosfuiffecredarnks: 

Florus. 
Hillory  cveni  doubts  whether  the  Vcii  ever  cxiftcd. 

The  only  remaining  foot  ftep^  tiiai  I  have  met 
with  hereof,  is  firft  a  large  piece  of  an  old-  fijuaie 
caftte  cailied  the  Burgage-callle,  and  forty,  atres 
of  ground  adjoining  tb  it,  called  aifo,  the'Burgsge- 
land,  corrufHly  for  the  BUrgefles  caftle  and  Bur- 
geffes^land,  thefe  being  Believed  to  have  beetithe 
town-houfeand  the  land  belonging' to  the  corp6ra- 
tion ;  there  is  alfo  on  the  bank  of  our  Iron-lake, 
not  far  from  hence,,  a  place  which  in  the*  Irifli 
dialed  founds  the  Haven  of  the  market,  thi&  likely 
having  been  the  landing  place  of  fuch  as  from  the 
eaftem  banks  had  occafion  to  this  market.  Whe- 
ther this  town  of  old,  font  burgeffes  to  parliament 
or  not,  r  do  not  find;  but  tradition  fays,  that  our 
crofs  and  market  were,-  in  what  age  I  know  not, 
transferred  hence  to  Mullingar,  and  perhaps  with 
them  our  right  of  fending  burgeffes  to  parliament 
alfo.  Other  remainders  of  ancient  (late  1  find  none, 
unlefs  you  wHI  take  for  fuch  the  ruins,  or  rubbift 
rather,  of  many  ancient  houfes  and  caftles,  befides 
which  and  fome  late  built  cabbins,  nothing  is  to  be 
feen,  but  excellent  com  of  all  kinds,  fo  asit  was 
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never  more  truly  &id  of  Troy,  thgn  it  may  be 
M  this  town, 

Jam/^ges  ^  uhi  Tr^n/M.  Ovip. 

j-The  goid^ili  corn  no^v  jgrpws  where  ftpod  proud 
i       Troy. 

^^[(a  this  tourn  ftandsthe  remains  of  an  andentand 
J^Vtli  butlt  church,  the  another  of  many  churches 
^  ind  chapels  about  it,  wbt^  had  at  the  weft  end 
,a  very  well  built  high  tower  or  fteeplc.  Here  be- 
a.ing  mt  this  day  nothing  more  of  remark,  let  ua 
ij^^low  our  croft,  8ro.  Hence  to  the  fouth  and 
l^ihout  fix  rpiles  off  we  meet  with 

MuUingar*,  the  chief  town  of  the  county,  feat^ 
!:«d  very  near  the  centre  thereof,  a&iaiaid  before, ^^^IliA- 
sop  the  river  iffuing  out  Lough- Foyie, which we^^* 
^  fiall  the  Goldenrhand  or  Arm,  and  in  the  midft 
ifber^een  the  two  great  lakes  of  Lough-Foyle  and 
^  l^iMg^Inniel.  The  name  of  the  town,  if  Eng-> 
^\mfid^  ifnporta  the  (bort  mill;  indeed  in  my  timet 
^^JMp^  bath  been  an  ovor-ihaft  mill  of  tbrn  leaft 
^  ^ritf9\  tbAt  ever  1  (aw,  which  with  buckets  and 
I:*  9tt  was  not  ^ight  foot  in  diameter,  btrt  now  it  is 
i^a^y^rUd  into  a  bread  mill.  There  are  alfa  in 
Q»  tilis  town  QQ  the  (ame  watec,  |wo  other  mtUs^ 
1^^  Here,  were  aiv^l^ntly  two  mioiu#eri(e8,  one  whereof 
a  i^i^y  of  Cannonsi  regular  t,  founded  by 
}e  Pe^,  Bi(hofi  o^  Meath ,  the  other  a  ooa^ 
\  9f  friws;pre4v;wll  ^  one  of  tbeie  ilood  in  tSm 

eaft 

*  Qr,  MoiUbgfiar. 

f  About  the,  jemt  123;^.    This  priory  yftzs  ancicntlf 
by  the  name  o£  the  houfe  of  Qod  of  MtiUi^gar. 

^.'founded  In  1237,  by  theNugenti^  feveral  chapters 
^if  the  order  being  held  here,  (hew  that  it  was  a  great  mo* 
^^aftery  $  part  of  the  bell*tower  and  ibme  other  ruinf  re* 
^^^nsitt^    Burgh's  Hib.  Dom.  pag.  a  18. 
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caft  end  of  the  town,  the  other  on  the  weft  end  o 
the  town,  the  ruins  of  which  are  this  day  feared] 
vifiblc*  The  ancient  buildings  here  were  ok 
fa(hionablecaftles,fomcof  which  renaain  yet,  anc 
fome  are  demolifticd,  and  better  or  at  Icaftmon 
commodious  houfes  arc  built  in  their  room 
Here  are  held  continually,  all  affiles  and  fcffions 
four  fairs  yearly,  and  all  public  meetings  of  thi 
county.  It  is  alfo  a  great  thorough  fare  or  roac 
from  Dublin  to  Connaught,  all  houfes  here  ar( 
ale  houfes,  yet  fome  of  the  richer  fort  drive  ai 
other  trades  alfo ;  diey  fell  all  forts  of  cominodi 
ties  to  the  gentry  abroad  in  the  country,  and  (om 
befides  have  large  farms  abroad.  Here  is  a  new 
goal  built  on  the  county's  coft,  for  the  old  one 
was  very  weak  i  the  old  feffion  houfe  alfo,  being 
very  narrow  and  inconvenient  in  all  refpcfts, « 
new  one  is  a  framing,  very  large  and  fpacious  ac- 
cording to  the  modes  of  modern  archkcdurci 
the  church  alfo  of  this  town  is  handfomcly  reb* 
This  town  was  formerly  a  corp(»ration,  had  in  it  a 
public  magiftrate  called  a  portrive,  and  always  ft^^ 
two  burgefles  to  parliament ;  but  now  the  wW 
town  and  commons  being  given  in  fee  to  tW 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  of  Granard  and  hishci^i 
the  ancient  corporation  is  diflfolved,  and  the  whol< 
town  and  liberties,  with  other  hislordmip's  J^^* 
in  this  county  are  by  his  maje%  er^dted  intoJ 
manor,  wherein  adions  without  limit  may  ^ 
tried,  and  court  leet,  court-baron,  &c.  ar^held  a^ 
cording  to  law ;  this  manor  by  a  new  Md  un 
prefidented  grant  from  his  majefly,  hath  liberty  t< 
fend  two  members  to  parliament,  but  wbctb« 

und^ 
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under  the  ftilc  of  burgeCfes^  as  formerly,  ^e  muft 
flicve.  This  town  giveth  the  ftyle  of  v\fcount  to 
ihc  Earl  of  Carbcry  in  Wales.  About  five  miles 
hence  weftward  we  have 

Rathconrath,  where  ftands  a  church  in  good  ^^th- 
rqjair,  in  our  way  to 

Ballimore,  a  market  town  having  two  fairs  in  theBallimorc. 
year,  feated  on  the  weft  fide  of  LoughrScudy. 
He^e  was  formerly  a  ftrong  garrifon  of  the  Eng* 
life  forces,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  war ;  this 
gajiifon  feated  on  the  Ikirts  of  the  lake,  was  divid- 
ed from  the  main  land  by  it  graff  deep  and  large, 
with  ramparts  of  eafthand  bulwarks;  the  ditch 
was  fo  low  carried,  aa  to  receive  three  or  four  foot 
of  the  reftagnant  wateir  of  the  lake,  over  which  was 
hy.  a  draw-bridge  thp  entry  into  the  fort.  This 
wa&the  chief  forircfsof  this  county,  feated  in  the 
mid-way  betwixt  Mullingar  and  Athlone,  from 
eadi  diftant  ten  miles ;  here  is  now  a  church 
built  OQ  the  old  foundation  in  repair  except  only 
the  eaft  end.  Adjoining  to  this  town  is  the  old 
diffolved  monaftery  of 

Plary;  here  was  formerly  both  a  friary  andpj^ 
nmincry,  but  in  fepat;ated  buildings*,  both  of  the 
Ciftertian  order;  the  land  hereunto  belonging  are 
Cud  to  belong  to  the  bifhop  of  Meath,  yet  are 

■  withholdcn  from  that  fee  j  either  by  the  adventurer, 

■  or  the  Lord  Nettcrvillc.    Weft  and  north  from 
•^bcnce  about  half  a  mile,  we  have  a  fair,  large  and 

^ttdous  field,  by  the  read  to  Athlone,  all  excellent 
%  arable 

.  .^  Founded  by  tIi<e:Lacy's.  I  think  it  was  of  the  order 
of  Gnbertioes.  K.Ji^Qicy  Btk  converted  the  church  of  this 
abbj  into  the  cathedral  of  the  diocefe  of  Meath ;  I  knew 
not  how  long  it  io  contiQU^d.    WmrMt  n»rmft. 
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antl^le  tiDd  as  (Vhooth  ia6  a  die,  caHtd  in  the  Iriffa 
tongufe^ 
^Jj^  Magbera-Tibbot,  that  is  the  fidd  of  Theobald, 
from  the  defeat  of  Sir  Theobald  Verdon^  who 
here  fought  a  battle  in  king  Henry,  the  eig^^s 
days^  againft  fome  party  of  the  Irilh,  and  wasia 
the  field  MiA  i  this  Sir  Theobald  had  his  quar- 
ters and  ^rrilbn  in  Balliinore  ieidjoining^  biit  what 
force  he  commanded^  or  who  tht  enemy  was 
that  engaged,  br  of  the  fuccefsof  the  day,  I  hive 
not  been  able  to  learn  one  word ;  tho'  it  is  much 
to  be  feared  our  chief  dying  in  the  field,  that  the 
Englilh  came  by  the  worft  {  for  it  is  Tekloni  met 
with  m  hiftory,  that  diiefs  are  viAors  in  deadii 
as  the  great  Guftavus  Adotphus  Was.  And  here 
again  I  cannot  but  comfdaiti  of  the  great  neglcd 
of  former  age^,  in  not  tommitting  to  writing  the 
afttons  of  their  time»,  bm  leaving  all  to  the  un^ 
certainty  and  hazard  of  tradition^  Infomuch  that 
the  beft  accounts  that  we  are  able  to  rtfcne  fr^m 
oblivion,  are  fo  hme  and  jejune,  and  that  in  (o 
fhon  a  revolution  of  time  as  fince  king  Henry 
the  eighth's  days^  that  it  is  more  than  prbbiiible} 
had  not  th*  very  name  onfy  preferved  fom^  fiipcr- 
fidal  memory  of  this  a^iofi,  we  had  not  mJw 
occafion  tmniftred  unto  us  of  this  compiaint  on 
thisfiibjcft.  Hence  yet  weftward  and  nortH  wc 
meet  with 

Ardnacrana,  a  mcmaftery  or  as  fomifay  a  hun- 
ncry,  whether  is  uncertain*^;  I  flwU  only  obfcrvc 

and 

•  Foimded,  for  Carmelitesr  ifi  tW  r4th  Mitttry,  Iff  ito* 
bert  Dillon  of  Dramrany;  Bui^g^tf  Rib.  Ddilif.  j^^,  7S^\ 
March  20y  1545,  the  landf  \^elt  ghaiit^tb^Sit  Rohert 
DUlon,  of  Newtown,  aad  tk^iii  itP  ir  dalled'  di^iiio- 
naftery  of  the  Friars  preachers  of  Athnecarne.  hodgt*t 
peerage,  vol,  I.  pag.  153. 
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Hhd  (b  pafs  it  by,  that  the  WQird  {n  thelrilh  language^ 
foundfetfi,  the  high  place  of  the  Sow.  Hence 
fotitbwiird  add  fomewhat  weft;  we  meet  with 

Kilkeiiny,  which  for  diftinftion  fakefronri  theKilkemy 
city  of  Kllkehny^  is  many  times  called  Kilkenny- "w«ft* 
Weft.  Here  art  yet  to  be  feen  fome  reliques  of 
an  abby,  or  rhonaftefy  belonging  to  the  Knights 
Tetttplars*.  In  this  place  alfo  ftandeth  st  church  in 
good  repair.  From  hence  well  and  a  little  north, 
even  till  we  arriVe  at  the  great  lake  Lough-Ree 
in  the  Shannon,  in  a  promontory  that  jetteih  into 
the  lake^  difiant  from  Athlone  five  miles,  and  to 
the  north  of  it,  was  befdre  the  year  i64t,  anun- 
riery  called 

Bethlem,  the  oflly  one  that  1  have  fic^rd  of  tdttlcitu 
that  was  of  late  days  in  this  kingdom,  of  thcf 
order  of  St.  Clare,  the  mother  abbefs  whereof 
was  a  lady  of  good  extra<5tion,  the  daughter  of 
Sir  Edmund  Tuit,  who  fometime  lived  irt  this 
county  at  Tuitftown.  On  the  firing  c(  thtit 
nunhery  towardsthc  end  of  the  firft  year  of  the  War, 
not  long  after  the  tord  prelident  h*d  received  the 
Englf/h  forces,  whither  they  retreated  is  ilot  cer- 
tain, I  rather  think  they  difperfed  and  fcattered ; 
but  are  of  late  united  again  at  Athlpne,  and  under 
the  fame  mother  abbefs,  a  lady  now  of  great  years. 
But  the  firing  of  their  nunnery  was  a  piece  of 
fervice,  if  1  may  fo  call  the  burning  of  a  houfe 
wherein  none  but  women  dwell,  thjtt  was  attended 
with  a  very  fad  circumftance;  for  ^wo  foot  com- 
panies of  Englilh  forces;  before  mention9(|,  were 
commanded  to  quarter  at  Ballinedoffy,  i  ftroirg 
G  caftte. 

*  It  was  fotmcted  for  Crofe-bauritt^  if  I  f&iSilie  i«ot. 

:    .;,  :c  '        '?  w^^^j^A 

founded  by  Tlioqaak  a  prieft  (great  gran^oi)^  of  Sir  Hen^  ^ 
Dillon,  who  came  iMb  1r<nbi)td^in  Ti65.)r  Who  ^ats  buried  i 
thereiflu  Lodge's  Peerage,  vol.  i.  p.  t4S. 
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caftle  zni  i^b/>clliiig  houle  jo(  a  gentleman  of  an 
antieat  fam^'and  good  eftate,  (iuatc  in  the  pro- 
montory befi^^nentioncd  j  thcfc  were  command- 
ed by  a  gentleman  of  a  very  noble  extradion^ 
captain  Bertie  or  Bartue,  brother  to  thcjord  cham- 
berlain of  England,  the  earl  of  lindfey,  who  was 
general  for  the  king  at  the  battle  of  Edgebill. 
Thefc  men  bearing  of  the  nunnery  hard  by,  ina- 
mcdiatelymarched  thither,  whetherwithorwithout 

command  of  their jofiicer  1  have  not  learned,  and 
plundered  the  feme  j  I  do  not  hear  of  any  force 
there  to  rcfift  thcra,  nor  that  any  violence  was 
offered  to  any  of  the  virgins  j  however,  after 
rifling  of  the  place  they  burnt  it,  and  leaving  the 
hcmk  in  flames  they  returned  to  their  quarters  at 
BaUjnecIojQfy  aforefaid,  which  had  been  deferted 
by  the  inhabitants  on  their  appearance,  but  left  well 
Itoxed  .  with  excellent  ftrong  beer  and  aquavit*, 
and  all  forts  of  provifions  for  food,  and  to  it  the 
whole  party  fell^  officers  and  (bldiersi^  without  fear 
or  wit,  not  fearing  Of  fufpe^ing  any  enemy,  who 
y^t  was  too  near  unto  them.  BaHinecloflfy  is 
fcated.  in  the  mentioned  promontory,  which  jets 
out  into  the  lake  or  Shannon,  nearer  to  the  main 
l^d  than  Bethlem^  and  hath  over  againfl:  it  on 
the  other.fide  of  the  Inny,  which  here  falls  into 
Lough-Ree  in  the  Shannon,  a  place  called  Portc- 
nprc,  whecc  a  certain  young  gentlemari  lay ;  I  do 
not  hear  that  he  was  then  in  arms  for  the  Irifti, 
however,  being  informed  at  what  rate  the  Eng- 
lifli  ai  'Ballinecloffy  then  drank,  and  knowing 
tlic  houfe  to  be  fuincientLy  ftored  to  diford€;r  them 
alL  rf CjfolveH  to  try  if  he  could  advantageoufly 
farr.Qftitbi^.i  insn^atelyhegetdtt^etherabo^ 
fiiffg^  jmen>  who  to  be. the  more  expedite  ftrip- 
p^ihci^htH^^  and  wjthiucb  w^a- 

:l'\  ^    '     .*    '  pons 
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pons  as  they  had  in  readmefs,  haftcd  to  the 
flaughter,  having  wafted  themfelves  over  the 
Annagh,  fo  thfcy  call  the  water  paflkge,  they  hafte 
immediately  to  Ballinecteffyi  wherfe  they  find  our 
Efigliih  by  this  time  of  day  neither  nicn  not 
foldiers^  but  tnere  brUtcs,  neither  capable  tb  make 
tJefence^  or  fo  much  jejto  apprehend  thcnrdanger^ 
iwoft  of  thetti  being  afleep  or  fo  difabted  \jirith 
driftk,  las  not  lo  be  in  a  conditian  tb  pat  thetn^* 
felves  in  n  pc^re  of  defentCw    >*w^er  wii  the 

ImaduHt  m-hvmfwf/ifiovithqwefepultvm        Vm; 

Buried  in  wine  and  fleepthe  Trojans  laj^ 
The  wily  Greeks  furprifed  their  heedlefs  prey. 

m^it  tfueof  Ttoy,  th^ti  at  thrs  time^Balfiftedof- 
fy;  ibiffaewas^thftcapt^ih,  w!th(bttieoFtheofifcferi 
and  rbldieffe  wew,  tb  the  ttumbtfr  bf  0)tty,  rtilfetti^ 
bly  butehered ;  tieverthrfeft,  fotiie,  who  h^  nbt 
lb  ttitfctably  befbtted  flletnfelvfels  u  xht  teft^  6f-^ 
c^ped,  tb  bfirtg  the  fed  tfdings  i^:^  ttie  nixt  gat-^ 
rifoA,  CbftrtofftbWtl  i  nbt  did  th^fe  iiihuttiiii 
bufchiirs  rattefy  thdr  cruehy  in  thfe  flaughttr  of 
the  ttieii  only,  (for  fohre  bf  the  fdldieri^had  wives) 
the  wbjfien  aifb  hiaft  die,  and  theearcaffes  oFbbtH 
men  and  wom^h  be  ftripped  and  expofed  naked  \ 
neither  did  their  inhumanity  end  hete-^^-^s^btkt 
modefty  and  (hame  here  arreft  my  pen,  dtld  buf- 
fer mc  not  to  write,  what  they  barbarbufly  ^Aedj 
they  dragged  the  dead  bodies  of  the  rheh,  arid 
covered  thefe  of  the  women  with  thefti,  ai>d  cX* 
pofing  them  in  Ibch  a  poftutc  a$  1  KaVe  to  Ihi 
reader*s  imarfriafiod  to  niake  btit.  Let  xxi  hb# 
range  more  fehwjard,  an4  inlhefearofty  of  1^ 
caihcl  wc  xnecf  with        . 

'iS%  i6lbeggatj> 
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Kilbcg-        Kilbcggan,  a  corporation  and  market  town, 
^^'        fending  two  burgcffes  to  our  parliament.     This 
town  is  fcatcd  on  the  Brofny  before  dcfcribcd, 
over  which  it  hath  an  antient  bridge,  but  now  of 
late  repaired,  of  lime  and  ftone.    Here  flood  a 
monaftery  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  founded 
anno  laoo,  and  replentftied  with  monks  from  the 
Ciftertian  abby  of  Mellifont ;  of  this  abby  re- 
mains only  the  name  of  the  ftrudture,  not  fo  much 
as  the  rubbifh  to  be  feen  this  day,  nor  of  the 
houfe  built  here  by  the  late  lord  Lambert  before 
the  late  war,  more  than  the  ruins;  for  it  was 
burnt  in  the  late  war,  and  is  not  to  this  day  re- 
paired. In  this  town  now  flands  a  church  in  repair. 
Hence  let  us  vifit 
Ardnof      Ardnorchor,  in  the  fame  barony,  called  alfo 
chor.       Horfe-leap;  an  antient  (lately  flrudure,  as  the 
ruins  thereof  this  day  (hew,  founded,  if  not  finifli- 
cd,  by  the  fore-mentioned  Sir  Hugh  dc  Lacy : 
tradition  telleth  us,  that  in  this  place  and  during 
the  building  hereof,  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  was  un- 
worthily (lain,  by  a  meer  villain,  a  common  la- 
i>Ourer  and  a  native ;  as  he  was  ftooping  down  to 
give  fome  diredlions  to  the  workmen,  the  villain 
taking  advantage  of  his  pofture  knocked  out  bis 
brains  with  his  mattock  or  fpade  :  this  gendeman 
is  faid  of  flature  and  limbs  to  have  been  but  low 
and  fmall,  and  hence  by  nick- name  to  have  been 
called  Petite,  and  from  him  for  this  reafon  the 
tetits  of  our  country  would  fain  derive  their  de- 
jTcent  y  be  was  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  of  him 
there  is  a  tradition,  that  he  leaped  on  horfe-back 
over  the  draw  bridge  of  this  place ;  a  thing  al* 
together  incredible,  notwithftanding  the  name, 
Horfe-leap,  is  alledged.  for  proof  or  countenance 
,    of  the  fad.    Here  is  a  late  built  church,  but  oc^ 
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old  foundations,  the  roof  whereof  1$  a  mod  curi- 
ous frame,  and  according  to  the  new  model  of 
arcbitedture ;  this  is  a  mother  church  to  fixteen  or 
more  churches  and  chapels  in  this  and  the  King's 
county.  At  Newtown  alfo  in  this  barony  is  ano- 
ther church  in  repair,  as  alfo  at  Ballioughloe  in 
tlie  barony  of  Clonlonan,  and  at  Moylicker  in 
the  barony  of  FertuUagh.  Let  us  now  for  a 
while  look  weftward  again  as  far  as  the  Shannon, 
and  on  the  eaftern  bank  thereof  we  (hall  meet 
with 

Clonmac^nois,  now  indeed  reputed  as  part  <>f aonmac* 
tbc King's  county,  but  of  old  not  fo,  for  this  place  Bois. 
and  three  hundred  acres  of  land  was  in  1638,  by 
the  management  and  procurement  of  Mr.  Terence 
Coghlan,  through  the  favour  of  Dr.  Anthony 
Martin  then  lord  bifbopof  Meath,  for  what  reafons 
1  know  not,  taken  from  our  barony  of  Clonlonan, 
and  annexed  to  the  barony  of  Garri-caftle  in  the 
King's  county,  and  much  I  fear  to  our  great  lofs 
in  all  taxes  and  fubfidies ;  for  I  am  afraid  this, 
county  bears  the  quota  of  this  three  thpufand  acres, 
on  all  occaiions  to  this  day.  From  hence  we  pafs 
unto 

Athlone*  ,a  corporate  town  fituate  on  both  banks 
of  the  Shannon.  The  part  on  this  fide  the  river  was 
heretofore  much  the  better  built.  The  other  part 
together  with  the  king's  caftle  fituate  on  the  wef- 
tcrn  banks,  is  in  the  county  of  Rofcommon,  both 
parts  united  into  one  town,  by  a  very  ftrong,  high- 
raifed  and  well-built  bridge,  in  the  middle  whereof 
flands  a  fair  monument  with  fome  figures  well 
cut  in  marble,  together  with  queen  Elizabeth's 
fcutcbeon  of  arins,  and  fome  infcriptions  declaring 
the  time,  and  the  founders  of  the  building. 

This 
*  Athluain,  i.  e.  fSit  ford  of  Luan. 
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This  bridge,  Xhf/  the  archw  tihwf  of  \^  wiie,  ?n4: 
large,  caudCeUi  the  nver,  whfch  hjBjrq  ^  vesy  doep,, 
to.  rife.  gn<ifwcll  hack>jrard^  (b  th^ft  un4^,  'u  tho 
river  hath  ^  gf c^t  faJJ,  which  gtveitfe  ap  adyan^^gp- 
ous  fitualion  toi  fey;eral  i|ndjC?Hiaft  ipUls  at,  e^ch 
end  of  the.  bridge.  Oae  towe^?  on  ^be  qorwT  ^ 
the  caftlc  walji  is  fQ  J^dvantageoufly^  fp^^  ^bat  it 
commaindeth  the  wbQle  bridge,  which  peverthelclsi' 

hath  a  great  drawbifidge  on.  that  ei;id.  Thk^a^ 
was  founded  by  ktog  John  on  ^  p»rceji  pf  knc} 
belonging  to  St.  Peter's  abby ,  which  is  on  that  f^ 
of  the  rive?:,  for  which  he  grants  j^  QPrnpi^fetic^i 
Qtherwife  *,  it  is  built  on  an  high  r^iijed  roi;m4  W^ 
refembling  one  of  our  Panifli  ratl;^  or  fo^^te,  tk^ 
walls  whereof  dp  alawft  ftiut  up  the  whokt 
ground  i  in  the  centre  wherepf  ^  an  hiigbreai^d: 
tower,  which  qverlpoketh  the  waJte  and  conptejr 
round  about ;  on.  the  fide  that  fac^  the  rive^  a^, 
theroonjs  aqd  apartments  which  (erved  al^rays 
for  the  habitatipn  of  the  lord  pre^dent  of  Coa-r 
naught,  and  governor  of  the  caftle ;  the  mididie, 
tower  being  the  repofitojry  or  ftpr^-hoi^e  for  apir 
munition  and  warlike  provifipn^  of  all  forts^ 
Of  late,  fmcc  the  prefidency  was  diffolved,  this, 
caftie  and  the  demefnes  of  it  s^nd,  ajl  reve&ne^  a^ 
granted  in  fee  by  his  gracious,  majefty  now  reigf)* 
ing,  to  the  right  honourable  Richard  Jon€?s,  qaijl 
of  Ranelagh,  grandfcm  toRogef  lord  Ranelggh,. 
who  wasprefident  of  Connaught  in  1641,  and 
his  heirs.  The  prefidents  heretofore  here  held 
their  courts  of  juftice,  which  are  now  difiblved. 
This  town  on  both  fide§  the  river  was  in  ti«ne  of 
the  late  ufurpersvery  well  fortified.  The^partioa 
this  fide  bath  very  ^ng  walls  with  largQ  6ank$ns: 
of  lime  and  f^nc^  according  to  the  Rrfeir  ci: 

modern 
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modem  fortifiGatioa.  The^  rafideof  tibcfo  waHs 
aod  bulwafksi  wflSi  linjcd!  with  a  kcge  vam^pait  of 
ftoae  aad*  earthy  theoutiide  was  naaden^t  eafily 
acoeiliblebyalairgedqepgraflr;  round  ^jbom  on 
tfafs  fl^nk^ra  were  moiHited  Jeverd  greart  guns. 
The  tbwA  cm  the  othm?  fide  was  alfo  forfflfied  with 
^eat  i^mparisrc^  eafth  flanked,  and  a  lai^edee^ 
gcaffl  The  works  hdre*  were  fet  wilh^a  quicfc-fet 
hedge,  which  was  well  loBptaitdmeatly  ftitorn,  and 
hadobtamed  a  confiderarble  growth  at  the  time  of 
his  majcfty'is  happy  reftonatton,  fe  tha^  here  Was  i 
lifrngftrttigth  both  pleafimt  and  afeful^^ 


-  tuiii  duicL 


The  ufeful  blended  with  the  hect. . 

as  the  poet  bath  it.  Biit  all  this  beauty^  all  ^s 
ftrcRgth  is  of  la«e  vanilhed,  elpecially  that  oiv  the 
bxAiet&de^  and  the  old  caftle  only  afkr  the  oM 
fafhion  is  upheld.  At  whofe  door  to  leave  this 
great  ncgle^  Hcnow  li^t.  The*  town  on  this  fide 
was  before  the  war  fairly  built  astJo  outwafd  ap- 
pearance, m&(t  houfea  boafting  of  theii*  neatly 
hewen  ooyos  and  arthes ;  but  moft  efpccialty  the 
curious  worbmanfliip  of  the  funnels  of  their 
chimnies ;  and  one  boufe  built  backward  from  the 
ftrcet  by  one  Devenifti  exceeded  all  the  reft  fot* 
politenefs  of  arcbite(fture ;  But  this  beauty  was^ 
all  without  doors,  for  within  they  were  iH  fliapen 
and  ill  contrived.  In  the  fury  of  the  late  war  this- 
town  was  wholly  deftroyed  by  fire,  but  fince  it  hath 
in  a  good  meafure  been  repaired,  until  by  a  very 
We  fire,  nineteen  of  thefehoufeshave  been  again 
turned  into  cinders,  the  market-houfe  on  this  fide 
the  water  hardly  having  beein  j»efcrvcd»    Hcire 

were 
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were  of  old  two  convents  or  monafteries,  the  one 
on  theConnaught  fide  called  St.Peter's^ttheotheron 
this  fide  of  Francifcans  founded  by  Cathal  Criu- 
yarig,  (or  of  the  red  fill)  but  he  lived  not  to 
6ni(h  it,  that  work  being  afterwards  done  by  Sir 

^- Dillon  in  1 244*  •  On  this  fide  of  the  river 

likewife  fiandeth  the.parifh  church,  a  low  but  weU 
built  fabrick,  and  in  good  rep^r.  This  oaftle 
gave  the  fiile  of  vifcount  to  the  right  honourabk 
the  late  earl  of  Ranelagh;  and  the  whole  corpora-^ 
tion  fendeth  two  burgefles  to  our  parUament. 

This  cgfile  and  town,  during  the  firft  years  of 
the  late  rebellion  and  war  in  1641 9  were  holdenand 
commanded  by  the  right  hon.  Roger  Jones  lord 
vifcount  Rapela^h,  lord  prefident  of  Connaught, 
but  with  what  forces  at  fird  or  ftrength  I  have  not 
learned;  fure  I  am,  the  nambor  was  not  great; 
no  doubt  there  was  the  conftant  ward  that  s^lways 
was  in  th(  king's  caille,  and  I  believe  but  very 
little  additional  ftrength.  For  all  the  country* 
that  li^s  nigh^ft  Athjone  pn  both  fides  the  Shan*? 
non,  were  then  for  the  moft  part  of  the  popifh 
religion,  fcarce  fix  famiHe$  in  the  county  of  Weft- 
Meath  were  proteftants ;  but  more  particularly 
this  town  of  Athlone  were  then  all  papift^.  The 
town  itfclf,  being  of  ftone  houfes,  without  other 
fortification  was  ftrong ;  neverthelefs  it  had  walls 
and  two  towers  or  gate-houfes,  or  towers  that 
fcoured  the  principal  ftreets.  The  people  were 
rich  and  very  early  gave  th?  lord  prefident  their 

faith 

*  Sir  Hen.  Dillon  of  Drumrany,  who  came  into  Irelan4 
in  I  i85,hewas  hereburied.  Lodge's  peerage,  vol  i.  p.  M^- 

In  1241,  Albert  archbiftop  of  Armagh,  confecratcd  ^M 
grcft  church  of  this  monaftery.  Mac  Geoghtgons* 
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faith  and  tflurance  to  keep  tnd  defend  their 
town  tgftinft  all  Irifti  rebels  whatfoever,  and  in 
their  affurance  the  lord  prefident  thought  fit  to 
withdraw  his  forces  out  of  the  town,  trufting 
themfelves  with  the  guard  of  the  town  on  this  fide 
the  bridge.    But  it  was  not  long  before  they  ap- 
peared in  their  true  colours,  for  in  a  few  weeks 
time,  finding  that  the  prefident,  trufling  to  them, 
went  every  Sunday  with  few  attendants  and  no 
apprehenfion  of  treachery  in  them,  to  the  church 
which  is  on  this  fide  of  the  town  and  near  Dublin 
gate,  they  invite  Sir  James  Dillon,  who  at  this  time 
commanded  ail  the  Irifii  forces  within  twenty 
miles  of  Athlone  on  this  fide,  to  come  to  them^ 
and  opening  the  gates  late  on  a  Saturday  night, 
receive  all  his  forces  into  their  town  without  any 
noife,  defigning  to  furprife  the  lord  prefident, 
his  daughters  and  attendants  next  day,  as  they 
ihould  go  to  church,  and  having  him  in  their 
cuftody  to  attempt  the  caftle  and  garrifon.    The 
Irifh  foldiers  lay  quiet  till  next  morning,  not  one 
appearing  abroad.   The  time  for  the  execution  of 
their  defign  drawing  nigh,  the  lord  prefident  being 
ready  to  go  to  church,  and  the  ladies  taking  coach, 
one  of  the  Irifii  foldiers  fitting  and  preparing  his 
mufquet,  it  went  ofFunawares;  the  others  who  lay 
f^ady,  miftaking  this  for  their  fignal,  poured  in 
their  fliot  upon  the  caftle  windows,  which  altoge- 
ther oppofe  that  part  of  the  town  on  this  fide, 
for  as  yet  the  lord  prefident  had  not  appeared  on 
the  bridge,   and  by  this  miftake,  altho*  fome 
damage  was  done  to  the  houfe,  the  prefident,  his 
family  and  the  king's  caftle  were  preferved. 
Sir  Jamesbeingdefeated  in  his  expectations,  layeth 
'    (lofe  fiege  to  the  caftle  on  this  fidCiand  on  theCon- 
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nMght:  (idt  the  IrUb  did  the  like,  bh)€ktng;up  ati 
pa^gf^s^andoiaiuiiiflgall'cailteB.neftf  haodon  both 
fK}es  the  river ;  axid  thu£  befieged  and  Mocked 
up^  doth  the  prefidenjt  remain  for  tweivty-two 
weeks  time,  nor  wcue  all  the  Protcftanl  iarccs  in 
Ireland  able  to  relieve  ihom,  till  fupplks  came 
fiom  £aghtnd. 

At  laft  ia  April  164Z,  four  regiments;  of  vo- 
luateers^  confiftingof  four  thoufand  mefv  befides 
officers,,  rendezvoufed  at  Chefter  for  tbe  bi(h 
fervice ;  the  colonels  were  the  lord  pRefidcnti  of 
Munfter,,  Sir  Michael  Earnly,  colonel  Hunks  and 
colonel  Croniwell.  This,  being  now  an  unhappy 
conjan^ure  of  time,  by  reafon  of  the  diSerrace 
between  the  king  and  his  parliament,,  the  four 
regiments  being  alib  detained  by  crofs  winds  from 
the  rea,.theiicommanders  thou^t  it  tHehr  duty  to 
offer  their  fervice  to  his  majefty  then  at  York, 
rcfolving  to  march  to  him  thither,  if  here  weiie  wil- 
ling to  accept  their  fervice,  and  command  them  to 
come  :  that  pious  and^pacious  prince,  tho^  he  re- 
ceived the  offer  of  thei«  fervice  gracioufly,  yet  re- 
fufed  to  accept  thereof^,  faying,  that  being^  raifed 
for  the  fervice  of  Ireland  and  relief  of  his  protcftant 
fubjefts  there,  he  would  not  for  any  ftnefs  he  him- 
felf  was  put  to,  divert  them,  and  advifed  them 
witb  all  diligence  to  purfue  the  war  there ;  a 
manifeft  evidence  of  that  excellent  king's  tender- 
nefs  towards  his  proteftant  fubjeds,  then  indeed  in 
great  diftrefs  in  this  kingdom,  and  enough  alone 
to  refute  all  obloquies  that  in  after  and  the  worft 
of  times,  were  call  out  againft  the  beft  of  pxinces, 
whom  all  the  ages  of  mankind  had  fecn. 

The 


Digitized 


by  Google 


COUNTY    OF  W^ST^MBAXa        f^ 

The  wind  a(  Uft  putting  fair  tp  warcU  the  end  c£ 
May,  the  feid  re^meuta  wUh  three  ox  (mi  ttoops  ^ 
of  horCe  and  dragoons  land  in  DuUjii^  and  after  /  ^  ^/  '^ 
fometiroc  of  refre(bment^tbey  draw  into  theficld, 
under  the  command  of  the  wl  (now  duke)  of 
Ormond,  who  then  waa  lieutenant  general  of  the 
army  in  Irelai^  who  with  them  marcheth  to  the 
rdkf  of  Athlone,  and  by  flow  but  wary  marches 
he  comes  to  BaHimore,  within  ten  miles  of  Ath- 
lone,  the  Irilh  in  all  his  march  not  daring  to  at- 
tempt them,  yet  fiill  attended  clofe  at  his  rear^  in 
hopes  of  pickii^  up  fome  ftragglcrs  or  tired  per- 
fons.  *  Hither  came  the  lord  prefident  to  attend 
the  general,  for  now  the  Irilh  had  drawn  off  all 
their  block;ade8,  and  here  received  from  him  two 
full  regiments  of  foot,  his  own  and  Sir  Michael 
Earoly's^and  two  troeips,  the  Lord  Digby*s  of 
horfe,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Moyle'si  of  dragoons, 
but  without  any  manner  of  pravifion,  not  fo 
much  ajB  one  bifcuit ;  they  being  to  be  received 
into  a  pUpe,  that  had  been  blocked  up  and  defti- 
tute  of  all  ncceflaricjs.  In  the  whole  condudl  of 
this  afl&ir  the  care  and  vigilance  of  the  general 
wascon/picuous,  who  in  all  this  time  lodged  not 
one  night  from  the  army,  nor  was  known  fo 
much  as  once  to  have  his  boots  pulled  off.  The 
prefident  having  received  thefc  forces,  fent  them 
to  fcveral  quarters,  fome  to  Ballinecloffy,  of  whofe 
hard  fatc(ii  bad  omen  to  the  whole  patty)!  fpokc 
before,  fome  toCqnnprftownjand  fome  elfewhere^ 
and  it  was  expcdted,  that  having  a  force  now  fo  ' 
con(iderable,,he  might  have  lived  of  himfelf,  and 
on  the  Wood  of  his  enemies,  making  thefe  who 
hi  been  before  fo  hardy  asto.befiegehim,  now 
^0  maintain  him^  but  the.  prefident,,  of  temper 
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exceeding  good,  juft,  and  honourable,  was  fitter 
for  ruleand  command  in  time  of  peace,  rather  than 
war ;  neverthelefs  he  often  made  impreffions  on 
the  enemy,  never  met  them  but  had  advantage 
of  them,  yet  wanting  fait,  and  having  but  little 
bread  and  that  very  bad,  in  a  Ihort  time  his  men 
began  to  fall  into  fluxes  and  other  emaciating  dif- 
eafes,  and  tho*  he  was  now  free  on  all  hands,  was 
under  as  bad  or  worfe  circumftances,  as  when 
blocked  up ;  his  men  began  to  die  apace  of  all 
manner  of  difeafes,  which  idlcnefs  (the  ruft  of  men 
of  the  blade)  want  of  bread  and  employment 
ufually  bring  along  with  them,  infomuch  that  in 
one  month's  time,  the  foldicrs  died  fafter  almoft 
than  their  furviving  comrades  could  make  graves 
for  them. 

At  this  time  it  was  that  fixtccn  refolute  blades, 
rather  than  die  at  home  like  rotten  (hcep,  refolvcd 
to  attempt  to  make  their  way  with  their  arms  in 
their  hands  toDubliq.  They  take  their  journey  out 
of  Athlone  by  night,  but  were  met  at  tiowbafkin, 
about  nine  miles  from  Athlone,  and  were  there  by 
the  Irilh  miferably  butchercd._  Things  going  thus 
ill  at  home,  about  the  middle  of  July  the  prefi- 
dent  takes  the  field,  andmarcheth  intoConnaught, 
with  a  force  of  niac  hundred  foot  and  two  qr  three 
troops  of  horfe  with  one  good  battering  gun ; 
they  fat  down  with  this  force  about  the  caftlc  of 
Ballymartell  feven  miles  from  Athlone,  in  the 
road  to  Rofcommon ;  this  he  forceth  to.  yield. 
Thence  he  immediately  advanccth  before  Ballin- 
tobber,  the  chief  feat  of  O'Connor :  here  were 
in  a  body  about  three  thoufand  horfe  4nd  foot  of 
Mayo  forces  under  the  command  of  one  Butler, 
together  with  the  county  of  Rofcommon  forces 
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under  O'Connor  himfelf.  The  prefidcnt,  that  he 
might  draw  them  into  the  plain  grounds,  makes 
Ihcw  of  retreat  for  about  three  miles,  when  facing 
about  he  chargeth  the  enemy  who  had  followed 
him,  but  in  very  good  order,  and  were  drawn  Up, 
and  after  a  (hort  difputc  he  defeated  their  united 
forces.  Thus  wherever  he  faw  an  enemy  he  was 
vidorious;  and  yet  fo  unfortunate,  as  by  all  to  be 
nothing  advantaged,  nor  have  his  men  better  fed 
or  better  clad,  but  ftill  to  remain  under  the  fame 
ficknefles  and  hard(hips  as  before,  a  clear  demon* 
ftration  that  the  prefident  knew  better  how  to  get 
than  how  to  ufe  a  vidtory.  After  this  vidory, 
having  neither  provifions  and  fcarce  ammunition^ 
he  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf  a  little  too  early 
in  the  year  to  his  winter  quarters,  and  dividing  his 
forces,  fome  he  quarters  with  Sir  Michael  Eamly 
in  Rofcommon,  and  fome  he  marches  back  to 
Atblone.  During  his  abfence  in  Connaught,  Sir 
James  Dillon  was  not  idle  Tn  Weft-Meath  j  he 
hadmade  a  blockadeand  encamped  at  Ballagheron, 
three  miles  eaft  of  Athlone  upon  a  pafs,  and 
from  thence  took  the  opportunity  of  the  prefidcnt's 
abfence  to  ftorm  the  town  on  this  fide,  being  at 
this  time  but  weakly  manned ;  the  foldiers  for- 
fook  the  walls,  and  betook  themfelves  to  the  de* 
fence  of  the  houfcs  that  were  in  themfelves 
ftrong  and  flanked  each  other.  He  prevailed  not 
^nft  any  but  the  hofpital ;  that  he  forced  and 
fired,  and  in  it  twenty  fick  foldiers  were  miferably 
burnt ;  but  he  enjoyed  not  his  triumph  long,  for 
captaiti  St.  George  advancing  from  the  caftle 
fide  with  his  company,  beat  him  out  again  with  the 
bis  and  flaughteir  of  many  of  his  men,  and  forced 
him  back  to  his  former  ftation  at  Ballagheron« 

Soon 
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Soon  after  thisSir  Michael  Eamly  was  oommtndcd 
to  attack  htm  in  his  camp,  whidi  he  did  and  forced 
him  to  retire  to  his  ftronger  cafUes  ef  Killiimrt 
and  KilfiAg-faughny.  But  as  foon  as  his  back 
was  turned  he  took  up  his  old  ftation'  again,  and 
thenoe  continued  to  diftrefs  the  town  as  formerly^ 
fuffering  no  provifions  to  be  brought  in,  andthul 
agam  thro'  famhie  and  the  badnefs  of  riiat  fmaB 
diet,  the  foldiers  began  to  die  apace,  and  the  prefix 
dent  being  now  under  greater  diflkulties  than  ever, 
ordered  lieut.  col.  Moyle,  an  expert  foldier,  with 
Ws  troop  of  dragoons,  to  attempt  to  make  his 
way  to  Dublin,  to  folicit  for  relief.  He  marcfics 
out,  but  after  fomp  miles  travel,  is  met  by  very 
coofiderable  forces  of  the  Iri(h,  and  the  alarm  ilill 
tncreafing,  he  was  forced  to  retire  fighting  every 
ilep  back  again ;  and  thus  filling  up  all  the  mea^ 
fures  of  a  gallant  commander  and  expert  foldier, 
he  made  a  gallant  retreat  without  lofs  of  one  man. 
Being  hereat  nothing  difcouraged,  he  undertakes 
after  a  few  days  the  fame  march,  and  thro*  many 
difficulties  and  hardfhips,  often  fighting  in  ff^^ 
hazaid,  he  at  laft  made  his  paflage  and  brou^t 
his  troop  fafe  to  Dublin ;  there  he  fets  forth  the 
deplorable  cafe  of  the  Englifli  regiments  at  Ath^ 
lone.  But  alas  I  the  ftatc  was  then  in  no  condition 
toaffi)rd  relief,  Aey  were  at  that  time  themfclvcs 
under  great  preffures;  pity  and  commiferatc  their 
eftate  they  could,  help  or  relieve  they  could  not. 
The  lieutenant-col.  feeing  be  couH  not  prevail, 
takes  up  his  ftation  clfewbereinthewar,  fdrinaP 
much  as  he  couM  not,  with  Noah's  dove,  bring 
with  him  the  olive  brancb,  be  refolvcs  with  her, 
at  her  third  going  forth^  to  return  to  the  ark  no 

more. 
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Things  going  every  day  worfe  and  trorfe  at 
Atbbae,  tiht  prefidcnt  is  forced  to  conclude  a  cef- 
fation  AA^Uh&r  laBDeaDiilom,  by  which  tlie country 
was  parmiRted  and  encouraged  to  iupply  and  fur- 
nilh  the  markets.  Bat  aka !  >the  poor  ibldiera 
were  little  Advantaged  thereby^  for  having  no  mo^ 
ney  wherewith  to  buy,  they  weretanttaliBed,;iiot 
relieved^  by  the  plenty  of  irfie  markets. 

Owing  this  treaty  <^{  ce&tton,  the  prefident 

had  Several  roeetiogs  al)road  with  Sir  James  Dillon 

and  his  party,  in  one  of  whidh  one  ftflc  Dailon^ 

the  Urn  and  heir  of  John  Dalton  of  Mullin* 

Mihaa,   who  had  matrried  the  lord  iHhop  of 

Eljsfhta's  daughteri  a  very  hooeft  gentleman  and 

a  good  proteftant,  who  had  ail  along  continued 

cortftant  and  £aithfui  to  the  Engliih  party  at  Ath* 

k>ne,took  a  fancy  to  ilep  abroad,  in  theprefident*^ 

company,  to  fee  his  kinfmen  and  fuppofed  friends. 

They  flock  about  him,  and  maldng  (hew  of 

great  kwc,  engage  htm  in  drink,  and  detain 

him  beyond  ihe  time  of  the  parley,  fo  tbatuna-^ 

wares  he  Aaya,  after  the  prefident  was  retired  to 

Athlone,  aimidft  his  fuppofed  friends,  but  indeed 

Peal  enemiea,  who  now  firfl  made  him  a  prifoner, 

teDing  him  the  time  of  the  truce  was  over,  &c,  and 

imraediaitely  they  fend  to  acquaint  his  father  old 

Dalton  of  MuUin-Mihan,  and  dennind  to  know 

whart  he  would  iiave  done  with  him ;  he  out  of 

bravado,  whether  really  defirous  his  fon  fhouW 

foflfer  or  jiot  is  uncertain,  aiked  why  they  had  not 

Ranged  the  rafctl  ?  With  this  kind  of  anfwer  the 

mcffcager  mcturns,  and  they,  in  whofe  cuftody  he 

vra$^  miideno  moiseado,  butimmediately  trafs-up 

the  poor  geralenwn,  merely  for  being  a  protclVant 

tnd  prcferving  his  faith  and  loyalty  to  his  king. 

His 
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His  widow  remains  with  us  to  this  day,  a  lady  of 
excellent  parts,  and  a.  livmg  tcftimony  of  thii 
cruelty  and  perfidioufnefs.    But  let  us  return, 

llie  prefident  being  under  thefe  ill  circum- 
ftances,  was  very  defirous  to  have  at  leaft  his 
daughters  and  feme  other  ladies  in  a  place  of  com- 
fort and  fafety,  refolving  in  his  own  perfon  to 
abide  all  hardlhips  to  the  uttermoft,  giving  feveral 
diftant  meetings  to  Sir  James  Dillon,  he  prevailed 
with  him  at  laft  to  procure  from  the  great  council 
then  at  Kilkenny,  free  pafTage  for  his  daughters 
and  other  ladies  and  their  menial  fervants  towards 
Trim}  andSir  James  himfelf  undertook  the  con- 
voy, and  very  honourably  performed  his  under- 
taking therein ;  for  foon  after  he  delivered  up  the 
ladies  and  his  charge  fafe  to  Sir  R.  Greenvill  at 
Trim,  which  proved  that  happy  occafion  of  the 
moil  confiderable  defeat  that  the  Irifti  got  in  the 
firft  two  or  three  years  of  the  war.   For  foon  after 
that  excellent  and  incomparable  lady,  the  lady 
Catharine  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Corke,  and  wife 
to  Mr.  Arthur  Jones,  fon  to  the  lord  prcfidcnt, 
now  lady  vifcountefs  dowager  Ranelagh,  who 
indeed  had  been  the  chief  of  his  charge,  being 
come  to  Dublin,  and  having  audience  before  the 
flate,  in  a  moft  elegant  and  polite  oration,  fo pathe- 
tically fet  forth  the  difirefs,  under  which  the  poor 
remains  of  the  Englifti  at  Athlone  laboured,  that 
maugre  all  the  neceflities  and  preffure  under  which 
the  ftate  then  groaned,  a  convoy  to  bring  off  the 
diftreffcd  Englifti  is  refolved  on,  altho'  if  that 
convoy  had  mifcarried,  it  might,  as  things  then 
flood,  have  hazarded  the  lofs  of  all  the  Engli* 
and  proteflants  in  Ireland,  at  leaft  about  Dublinr 
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And  accordingly  that  gaUtnt  commander  Sir 
Ricbar(|  Grenvill  is  pitched  t)pon  for  this  U>  iiMh 
poftant  a^ >fovice,  ta  v4iom  all  the  fosces  that 
could  be  fpared  from  Dublin,  Trim  and  aA^;ar- 
rifons  withtii  caU,  i]iaE.aot^cxoee4ulg  ckTen 
hundred  horib  and  fiaot^  wBereof  proporcioiiaUy 
but  very  few  borfe,  wereeonfigfied.  Withthefe 
he  niarches  to  Athlona,  in  all  tna  way  not  knh 
pcded,  oaly  with  fome  little  appearanew  and  iSf- 
tant  frirmiil^cs  not  worth  mentiorling«  At  Af^ 
kie  ht  days  a  (ew  dayauatihhe  feattered  parties 
veie  united  from  their  feverai  ganifofM,  when 
ail  come  together  they  were  not  above  four  hox^ 
drcd  and  fifty,  whereof  matiy  were  fo  fiok  and 
weak  that  they  were  not  able  to  march,  fo  mifer- 
ibly  bad  they  been  waded  with  femine  and  fick- 
neb  in  abooit  leven  monlhs  time,  fof  it  was  now 
a^ut  the  beginning  of  February,  164a.  The 
ficli:  ibldiers  werecarried  on  their  captains  waggons 
tad  pther  ways  alfo  of  carriage  were  prepared 
for  them.  Tlie  Kind's  c^le  was  committed  to 
the  cuftody  of  the  lord  vtfcount  Dillon  of  Cxjf- 
tdloe. 

Thus  aH  be|i(ig  in  ^  f eadineft,  not  the  jbldiota 
^y,  but  afU  the  BngkUh  and  proteftants  refoh<e 
00  diismasch,  and  with  them  1  Aall  intreat  my 
Ttader  to  take'hiiB  (hare  ta  the  toila  and  hazards 
tfaertttf  asfarasRcxhoiMAy  the  jaft  of  tlnsceim** 
^  I  flbaU  gcfe  any  aacount  of . 

'         H        M  RoolioMtt 
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Rbcho-  Rochoncll  is  feated  two  miles  cafl:  of  MuUin- 
ndl.  gar^-  in  ihe  ^siftor  ©aWii),  upon  a  pa&,  1  believe, 
not  above  fixty  yards  in  breadth  of  good  channel 
groitiKi.  The  ncdc  ,^f  ground  thit ^aere  divides 
between  two  large  and  fpacious  moors,  is  not  long 
before,  it  opc^s  and  enlarges  itfelf ;  not  much 
4ibdye  one.hi^dred  yards  within  it  is  a  highrifing 
grouiKl,  whetein  is  ieatcd  a  caflle,  and  fome  part 
of  ah.cfldb^ra^s^attf.faavinga  foiall  round  turret 
ci>(^  eod^a^wliidi  onis  above  another  command 
tWsjoiOTQ^  paft*  The  moor  on  each  hand  this 
p^f$  bftth  in  fAi  ji^es  hwti  elleemed  hnpaiHble  for 
hor^rmen,  /beitig  of  a  jow  meadowiih  ground, 
interlarded  in  many  piarts  with  very  deepfloughs 
.or  guts,  where  water  (bmetimes  falls,  neverthelefs 
they  arc  traverfeWe  enough  b^  light  foot-men. 
yh^ctaoQts  or  low.tp'^itunds  are  fo  widely  extend- 
ed, :  that  withojat  a  mile  or  two's  travel  backwards 
and  fetching  a  compafis  of  much  more  ground, 
there:  is  no  pafiage  oq  either  hand  for  horfc  or 
cfar.t. :  This  place  hath  its  name  from  an  ancient 
leader  of  the  IHOi  nation  called  OCoimell  Car- 
nagh,  who  here  in  fo^ie  age  of  the  world,  by  I 
know  not  whom,  wa#  defeated,  the  memory  of 
which  aftion  By^  pnly^  in  > the  name  of  the  place, 
for  Rochonell  being  interpreted,  imports  O 
jConneli*s  route  91:  defeat.  On  this  fo  advantageous 
a  piece  of  ground  to  oppofeor  difputea  paifage, 
-J»d  no  left  a  perfon  thin  the  great  general  Prefton, 
^\t\t  fill  the  choiije  fqrces  not.  only  of  Weft- 
JVfciitb,  but  aH  lie  could  for  the  time  get  together 
^throughput;  ^U  Wnfter,  feated  hirofclf;;  and  to 
iMif^{va^  woflc,^be  9aufed  a  trench  tp.be  made 
and  a  redoubt  or  bresdftrwockto  bcxaft  up;  quite 
jQfofrtbe  fcMreme^tioQcdfieck  of  ground,  where 
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ttarroweft  from  moor  to  moor,  wherdii  he  poiled 
his  fon  col;  Inigo  or  Diego  Prefton,  fincc  lord 
of  Tarah,  who  had  lately  arrived  frori  fcrvioe 
in  Flanders,  with  three  hundred  choice  men. 
Within  them  where  the  groiind,  as  I  faid,  enlarges 
iifelf,  was  the  whole  army  drawn  up  in  very  good* 
order,  their  feveral  battalions  of  foot  appeared 
flanked  with  their  horfe,  the  caftle  alfo  aboyc  the 
walls  was  manned.  Their  whole  army,  as  I  have 
heard  fome  fay,  confifted  of  ftvtn  thoufand  horfc 
and  foot,  others  have  not  owned  fomuchj  how* 
ever  the  additional  multitude  of  fpedlators^  whoc 
covered  i  lie  adjoi  ning  ground,  encreafed  very  tntsdi 
the  rqDutatioa  of  their  numbers;  They  flocked^ 
hither  this  day  in  hopes  to  fee  a  certain  old  pro* 
phecy  fulfilled  in  favour  of  thenxfelves^  whidh 
was,  that  a  battle  fhould  be  fitxui^  at  RochoneU 
between  the  Enghdi  and  Iri(h,  and  that  the  fide 
or  party  that  Ihould  win  the  battle,  Ihould  alfo 
win  all  Ireland.  In  this  ihanner  and  pofturc  did 
general  Prefton  attend  the  arrival  of  the  EngFifc. 

The  Eaglifli  btiing  but  an  handful  in  compa-^' 

rifon,  had  now  paffed  MuUirtgar,  with  their  fick 

and  tired  men.     When  behold !  thdr  fcouts  bring 

in  the  hafty  news  to  Sir  Richard  Grenvill,  who 

commanded  the  field,  of  a  great  formidable  irmy 

drawn  up  at  RochoneU  to  oppofe  his  pafTage. 

Immediately  Sir  Ridiivd  draws  tip  his  forces, 

1  wWch  were  in  their  march,  into  a  pofiure  of  fights 

ing,  for  which  lie  prepares.     Being  advanced 

)^ithin  kennmg  of  his  enemy,  he  finds  his  fcouts 

M  ttuly  informed,  that  col.  Diego  Prefton,  (a 

advantageoufly  polled,  fo  well  lined,  nmft  be 

I  attacked,  muft  be  beaten  out  of  his  breaft  work^ 

after  that  the  whole  army  engaged  and  beaten 

H  a  too^ 
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Battle  of  tM,  cf  elfe  no  pifiage,  and  if  no  pa0age  all  mui] 
Jdl^^"  peiUh  by  the  for6r4  i  Sir  Richard  delays  not,  com- 
nnuKb.  firft  oije  l>ody  of  foot  to  advance  to  the 
breaft  work  and  force  their  enemy  thence.  Thej 
advance  up  clofeand  fire,  but  Prefton  appears  rc- 
folutc  to  keep  his  ftation  5  he  receives  out  fliot, 
tod  letwnB  his;  thefc  firft  failing  in  their  at- 
tetDfit,  another  Jbody  is  commanded  up  to  relieve 
and  fecond  them  i  they  alfo  make  their  impref- 
fions-hut  to  tto  purpofe,  Prefton  will  not  cafily 
quit  his  poft;  thiia  all  the  foot  take  thdr  turns 
and  all  in  vain ;  at  length  the  weak  Athlonc  re- 
gents, who  in  this  day's  march  had  the  rear  are 
iome  up;  they  muft  on  alfo  and  try  their  for- 
Hioes.;  but  here  it  was  well  worthy  the  oourage 
of  Englifhmea  to  fte  with  what  alacrtty  and 
tbcsrfidDefs  thofe  poor^  weak  men  addrefii  them^ 
fidv^&fo  the  fiq^,  even  the  very  fick  men,  who 
hidi^fto  had  lain  groaning  in  tb^'rimeafy  waggons 
and  carts,  now  forfake  their  beds  of  fornow,  apd 
forgetting  they  had  hitherto  been  fick,  they  fpring 
put  as  cheaful,  as  if  they  had  not  laft  night  ftrivcn 
witj^  the  pangs  of  forrow  and  death.  In  ^^ 
tbey  advance  with  as  much  courage  as  the  ftroDg' 
eft  mcji  thc^ro,  and  what  is  wanting  in  thcif 
^Wgth,  is  fMpplied  in  their  hopes  of  being  fo^ 
cJther  viftors  or  ending  their  painful  lives,  in  * 
lefe  lingering  and  more  glorious  death.  The  lorgj 
prefident's  r^ment  attempt  with  pike  and  ftof 
as  clofe  as  hand  and  foot  could,  and  try  if  not 
force  of  their  arms,  yet  by  the  terror  oft 
gjiaftly  countenance  to  frighten  Prefton  out 
hif  fi>  well  defended  redoubt;  but  in  vM^^ 
pi^p,  who  had  learned  ateoad  what  ^^^^^ 

WW  not  moire  cafy  to  be  fifiglued  dim  forced  ^ 
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quithisilatbiii  be  had  by  this  time  once  or  twict 
been  relieved  by  frefli  men  £raBi  their  gretter 
body,  and  a}^&red  now  as  refolute  as  at  the  firft 
onfet ;  however  no  refpite  was  given  him,  wd 
the  repulfed  parties  ftill  relieve  one  another  by 
turns.  Sir  Richard  bdng  refolvod  dther  to  force 
tts  way,  or  here  end  his  days.    During  this  en- 
gagement, Sr  Michael  Eamly  had  been  oort*- 
manded  to  fftca  their  horfe  on  the  bog  fide;  he 
o^jofod  their  right  wing  of  horfe  conwnatod  by 
capt.  Brycn,  and  plied  them  with  his  fmall  fliot. 
This  gendeman  was  that  day  one  of  their  beft 
officers;   he  had  been  a  German  foMier,    and 
came  over  in  the  Englifh  fervice,  h^d  been  cornet 
unto  Sir  Thomas  Lucas,  but  at  this  time  was 
Tcvoked,  and  took  to  the  Irifli  fide ;  he  had  'till* 
now  flood  manfully  all  their  (hot,  when  at  laft 
receiving  a  (hot  in  his  thigh  bone,  he  fell  from  his 
horfe ;  his  fall  fo  difcouragcd  his  followers,  that 
they  now  no  longer  flood  their  ground,  but  drew 
back  under  fome  covert  from  Sir  Michael's  (hot. 
This  gentleman's  fall,   and  the  retiring  of  his 
party  that  enfued,  I  look  on  to  be  the  firft  ftep  to 
that  glorious  victory  that  Toon  after  followed,  for 
hereby  was  opportunity  miniftered  to  that  worthy 
Pcrfon,  major  Moricc,  major  to  tbe  carl  of  Or- 
mond,  who  commanded  as  major  this  day  in  the 
field ;  he  feeing  what  was  done,  and  the  ground 
being  no  longer  incumbered  by  thofe  horfe,  at- 
tempted to  ride  over  oM  of  .thefeguts  orfloughs 
in  the  moor,  eftemed  •tiU  now  impaflfable  fpr  horfe, 
but  he  found  it  otherwife,  and  retiring  back  again 
be  was  immediately  ad  vifed  by  Sir  Michael  Earn^, 
to  acquaint  Sir  Charles  Coot,  who  that  day  com- 
manded 
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nanded  theiiorfe  that  were  in  the  field ;  he  readily 
sdvanced  aad  paffing  with  his  horfe  charged  that 
:wtog  that  bad  already  retired  on  the  fall  of  their 
leader ;  they  ftood  not  his  charge  but  fell  back  in 
difcwrder  5  at  which  the  whole  field  take  the  fame 
courfc  and  fly  ;  young  col.  Prefton  that  hitherto 
had  defended  his  pcA  fo  manfully,  thinks  now  fit 
^s  haftily  to  quit  it;  in  a  moment  the  whole 
ground  is  cleared  of  the  enemy,  having  broken 
all  orders  and  ranks,  they  flee  on  all  hands  and  the 
Englifti  purfue.  Many  officers  look  to  the  caftie, 
and  yielded  therafelves  prifoners  of  war.  Eleven 
foot  colours  and  one  horfe  colours  were  taken ; 
col.  Prefton,  that  fo  gallantly  had  maintained 
his  ftation,  was  taken  in  the  purfuit,  having  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  the  head.  The  new  French 
arms,  and  the  fine  collars  of  bandoleers,  are  now 
taken  up  apacc,the  Irifti  foldiers  difcharging  thcm- 
felves  of  them  as  clogs  5  for  as  the  matter  ftands 
now  with  them,  one  pair  of  heels  is  worth  two 
pair  of  hands.  The  (laughter  of  this  day  was  not 
proportionable  to  the  number,  or  eagernefs  of  the 
conteft,  more  by  odds  fell  in  the  purfuit  than  in  the 
adtion.  On  the  Englilh  part  fell  very  few  5  Sir 
Abraham  Shipman  was  deeply  wounded  in  the 
breafl:  on  the  firft  onfet,  but  recovered  afterwards. 
The  Englifli  continued  the  chace  on  all  hands,  and 
bad  the  fpoil  of  the  field ;,  but  to  them  whofe  lot  it 
fell  to  follow  the  chace  northerly  foon  appeared  a 
femblance  of  new  work,  for  by  the  time  they  had 
purfued  as  far  as  Lough-Foyle,  not  two  miles, 
behold!  our  county  of  Longford  neighbours 
appear  as  auxiliaries  in  a  full  body,  who  now 
make  hafte,  hoping  to  put  in  for  (hare  in  the  glory 
of  the  aftion.    1  will  not  fay,  that  they  might  have 
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appeared  fooner,  if  thej  had  pleafed,  as  fomeiik 
ifais  oouotry  have  reported,  I  am  Aire  they  came 
too  foon  for  themfelvet,  for  finding  they  had  now 
a  vi^koriout  enemy  to  encounter  with,  they  retire 
in  the  &me  ^Kibrder  they  found  their  neighbours 
ia,  and  about  the  verges  of  this  lake  met  their 
&te  they  made  fo  great  haftt  to  overtake,  fuch 
only  outliving  the  dt(bonour  as  had  the  good 
fortune  to  betake  themfelves  timely  to  their  heels. 
It  fared  better  with  the  county  of  Cavan  gentle- 
men, who  al(a  ware  making  all  fpeed  imaginable 
on  the  (ame  errand,  for  meeting  at  good  diilance 
hy  thofe  that  fled  ere  they  could  resch  the  bridge 
of  Ballinelsck,   with  the  tidings  of  the  defeat^ 
they  fairly  retire  without  fo  nmch  as  feeing  tn 
enemy,  and  march  home  in  as  good  order  as  they 
came  forth,  thinking  it  no  matter  of  prudence  to 
provoke  a  victorious  enemy.    This  was  indeed  a 
fignal  day,  a  day  of  deliverance,  for  if  all  cir- 
cumftances  be  confidered,  there  was  but  little 
ground  for  the  EngH(h  to  have  hoped  to  cfcape, 
but  that  God,  not  themfelves,  ordered  ways  be* 
yond  hopes  for  their  prcfcrvation.    The  number 
of  the  (lain  in  this  adtion  from  firft  to  laft  19  un- 
certain, many  more  efcaped  by  flight  than  fell. 
The  victorious  Engli(h  reunite  under  their  colours, 
and  march  fafe  to  Dublin,  fending  before  them  the 
joyful  news  of  this  good  day  by  captain  Vaughan; 
who,  as  well  for  his  good  fcrvice,  as  news,  wai 
knighted. 

Having  now  traced  thro'  the  places  of  molt 
note  I  know  of  in  this  county,  I  (hall  attetriirtCttftomt 
to  fpeak.of  the  manners  and  ciiftoms  of  this  mS"* 
people,  and  then  conclude  theft  my  remarks.    JM 
'this  I  (ball  be  more  general,  for  tb«I  find  fittte 
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or  Dotbiag  that  ^aa  be  f«H}  m  th^ooiaii^  in  this 
rdTpea^  thui  mi^  not  be  C$Ui  ij^i/Sktmtly  of  Idk 
The  ctrikms  tb^efore  «fid  imtaoerB  of  ttnft 
pecjp^e  of  old  were  ia  many  infbmoes,  what  we 
term  rude  and  bsirhardiisv  mudi  after  the  habit 
of  our  JFormtr  Britoite  aiid  othei'  Enropeant  and 
more  eafterly  natkAis,  before  xhi  power  of  th^ 
ancient  Romans  prevailed^  \iidio  by  conquering  and 
bringing  them  under  fut^eaion^  wtought  anil 
moulded  th«m  into  politeheis  of  manners  and 
civil  conflitutions.  In  like  manner  onr  Engl^ 
after  they  had  in  Henry  the  fecoikl's  days  asid 
fucceeding  times  got  foothig  m  this  ifl^nd^  took 
care  by  ftatute  laws^  to  aboli(h  the  worft  and  tinoSt 
rude  c^  their  u(ages,  and  in  their  iftead^  to  intro- 
duce the  )uigU(h  etiftoms,  laws,  fasUt  and 
language. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  this  wdirk,  tho'  a  matter 
of  great  good  and  concern  to  thisiiation,  ha  gene* 
ral  went  but  flowly  on,  it  reviving  many  interrupt 
tions,  efpecially  whcai  any  difquiet  haippened  in  the 
^i^liih  nation,  and  the  people,  tenatioUs  ctongti 
pf  their  ancient  habits,  did  but  (lowly  come  into 
(he  Englilh  lure  in  this  affair ;  fome  countries  eoh- 
tinned  rude  a  long  time,  and  fome  are  not  quite 
civilized  to  this  day  v  and  hereunto  many  tMtIgs 
concur.  Firft^  The  many  diftradtions  of  England 
by  civil  war  and  cohtefts  withm  itfeif^  wbidi  not 
only  pccaiioned<iivifions,  from  minding  the  inter- 
efts  of  this  nation,  but  gave  advantageous  oppor- 
tunities to  the  people  to  (hake  off,  if  pofiifbte)  the 
Eoyglilh  yc^e.  ^  We  need  not  trnvel  far  bad;:  iiito 
^  ^  antiquity  Su  an  inftamce  hereof;  Svefaav]ii  one  too 
*  fieifh  in  pur  own  memory,  the  rel>d&on  and  war 
0^  i^i,  entorforifiAd  ata time,,  whenlUe  kfh^  and 
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fais  psriiamcnt  ^ere  «t  vaAu^py  ^amnce  with 
etch  other,  aad  ^eftiintaiiied  daring  tin  raging  wftr 
tfatt  enfiied  on  thefe  <Hfiercnc6i,  tix  £ngliiid»  are 
fluent  teftitnonies  not  only  what  influences  tfae 
dKi^niers  of  Ei^and  haire  oror  Irdaml^  one 
wbcreof  was  the  withdmwing  oar  armies  hence, 
when  we  were  in  a  fair  profpoft  of  giving  a  fpee*- 
dy  »d  to  tb^  unnatural  rebeUion  ami  war.  But 
what  ufe  the  natives  endeavour  to  otakeof  th^n, 
mtmfefted  in  their  useaty  widi  ft  foreign  prince,  to 
berccdvcd  by  him  unto  bis  proteAion,  that  wkh 
molt  cafe  and  fecurity,  t^y  mig^l  (hake  off  the 
En^ifti  yoke. 

In  the  new  -place  I  risink  the  degeneracy  of  Disgcne- 
ratny  Englilh  families,  afi  a  great  hindrance  of^^^^^.^ 
the  reducing  this  people  to  civility,  occafioned  not 
only  by  foftering,  that  is  having  their  children  Foftermg 
ntittfedand  bred  during  their  trader  years  by  the  and  Mar- 
Itiih,  but  much  more  by  marriages  with  them,  by  "*^ 
mttms  whereof  our  Engliih,  in  too  many  great 
famiKcs,  became  a  few  generations,  one  both  in 
manners  and  interefts  with  the  Irilh ;    idfomuch  Irifc 
as  many  of  them  have  not  doubted  to  affume  even  i^*"^«^- 
Irilh  names  and  appeHations  ;    inllances  hereof 
are  but  too  many  even  this  very  day :    thus  a 
Birmingham  is  called  by  them  Mc.  Yores,  Fitz- 
Simmbns  Mc'  Kuddery ,  Weyfly  Mc  Falrene,  &c. 
and  froin  men  thus  metamorphofed  what  could  be 
expefted  >  But  to   evidence  the  great  evils  that 
cnfue  on  thefe  mixtures  we  have  a  very  late  in- 
ftanee  in  one  Tarrington  fome  years  fince  hanged 
ia  Connaught,  as  a  tory ;  this  feUow  was  the  fon 
of  ati  Engliih  foldier,  >yho  came  over  during  the 
late  war  and  quartered  at  Athlone ;  he  marrying 
aa  Irifti  woman  and  dying  left  a  young  fon  to  her 
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tuition ;  ihe  bred  him  up  after  her  manner,  and 
he  had  fo  far  degenerated  in  his  generation,  ttet 
on  his  trial  he  could  not  fpeak  one  word  of  Ei^ 
lifli,  and  appeared  with  lefs  eidier  of  EngKfti  man- 
ners or  demeanour,  than  the  meaneft  of  the  Irifli 
themfclves.  But  too  many  inftances  of  this  fort 
could  be  brought  nearer  home ;  I  know  the  fons 
of  Engliflimen  in  my  neighbourhood,  who  al- 
ready are  become  Irilh  both  in  intereft,  education 
and  religion,  and  very  little  differing  from  this 
\  Tarrington  of  whom  we  have  fpoken. 

Emulati-     ^  ^^ird  caufe  why  the  Irilh  were  not  fooner  r^ 
ons  be-    duccd  to  the  Englilh  cuftoms  and  manners,  was  the 
^^^j?^^ emulations  and  ftrifesthat  have  been  between  the 
"^  *  *  greateft  of  our  Englifli  families  themfclves,.  who 
for  many  generations  together  being  fuccicffively 
at  ftrife,  minded  more  their  particular  fplenctic 
difcord  than  the  public  good,  or  their  common 
intereft  j  whence  often  it  fell  out,  that  inftead  of 
reducing  the  Irifli  to  good  order,  they  themfclves 
fomctimes  became  obnoxious  to  them,  and  were 
forced  to  make   fuit  unto  them  for  aid   in  tbcir 
hereditary  contefts  ;  and   thus   weakening  each 
other,    they  become   the  fpqrt  and   may-game 
of  them,    who  made  a  gain  of    their  mutual 
loffes. 

A  fourth  caufe,  was  the  negled  of  feveral  of 

Ncglca    our  former  kings,  many  of  them  feeming  little  to 

of  our      regard  or  efteem  Ireland,  looking  on  it  as  a  place 

°^''      of  charge  and  burden  without  any  advantage  to 

the  crown  ;  and  indeed  it  haih  proved  fo  for  many 

generations  together.    But  I  may  imagine  that  the 

caufe  proceeded  moftly  from  their  own  neglect  or 

it.     But  the  fmall  regard  that  one  of  the  wifcft  ot 
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our  princes,  Henry  thefeventh,  htd  hereof  in  the 
firft  years  of  his  rejgn  had  like  Co  have  cod  him 
dear  ;  for*  both  Lambert  Simneil  and  Perkin 
Warbeck,  two  mock  princes,  found  here  pro- 
tection, encouragement  and  fupport ;  fo  great  af- 
fection had  this  nation  borne  to  thehoufe  of  York, 
that  they  willingly  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  cheat- 
ed by  any  that  had  but  the  impudence  to  fay  they 
were  of  that  houfe.  ^od  volumus  facik  credimus. 
From  hence  the  one  immediately  and  the  other 
after  found  countenance  and*  relief  in  Scotland, 
invadied  England,  and  bad  not  the  providence!  of 
God  and  the  good  fortune  in  arms  of  that  prince 
interpofed,  they  might  have  fhaken  his  throne, 
and  tumbled  his  crown  into  the  mire.     . 

To  thefe  may  be  added  the  corruption  of  fomeCornipti- 
inferior  officers  of  juftice,  as  fenefchals,  fub-flie-oflfcen. 
riffs,  &c.  and  fuch  alfo  as  have  bbtained  grant, 
from  the  crown  of  forfeitures  or  penal  ftatutes, 
Thefe  wliofe  duty  it  is  to  enquire  after  and  punifh 
fome  fort  of  offenders  againft  law ;  as  for  infiance,  ^ 
fuch  as  plow  or  draw  their  horfes  by  the  tail,  burn 
corn  in  the  ftraw,  &c.  thefe  very  perfons  in  fomc 
parts  of  this  kingdom,  inftead  of  fupprefTing 
thefe  barbarous  and  evil  cuftoms  do  encourage 
them,  by  taking  a  general  fmall  compofition,  as 
one  penny  per  houfe  to  licence  or  connive  at  them, 
to  ufe  their  barbarifms  without  puni(hment ;  and 
this  I  have  on  good  authority  heard,  is  this  day 
done  in  that  great  lordfliip  of  Borclhoole  in  Con- 
naught. 

I  might  farther  add,  at  leaft  for  this  laft  century, 
the  religion  generally  profcflTedby  the  natives,  the 
Roman,  to  which  they  make  it  their  glory,  that 
they  fo  tenacioufly  adhere  ;  and  they  fecm  to  do 
it  as  it  were  in  contradiftin^tion  to  the  Englifh, 

who 
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who  generally  have  embrftced  the  reftMrmed^  not 
unlike  the  Indian  m  the  poet. 


>  who  heaven  wou*d  forbear. 


Becaufehe  heard  the  Spaniards  wet«  there. 

CLfiVfelAHD. 

Thefe,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  reckoned  among  the 

caufea  of  the  lk>w  progrefs  this  nation  hath  made 

towards  civility,  and  acconnnodation  toourEngr 

Kfli  lawaand  cuftoms;  yet  thefe  nolwithftanding, 

this  people,  efpectally  in  this  and  the  adjoining 

countries,  are  in  our  days  become  more  polite  a^d 

civil  than  in  former  ages,  and  fecm  very  forward 

to  accommodate  themfelves  to  the  Etiglifh  modes, 

particularly  in  their  habit,  language,  and  furnames, 

which  by  all  manner  of  ways  they  ftrive  to  make 

Engliih^  or  EngliffalilK;  thisi  fpake  of  die  infe- 

Irifli  nowrior  rank  of  them.    ThiK  you  have  Mac  Gownc 

thdr^''    furname  himfclf  Snuth ;  Mac  Killy,  Cock  i  Mac 

uamcs      Spollane,  SpeiK:er  5  Mac  K^ry,  Leftrange  ;  &c. 

into        Herein  making  fome  fmall  amends  for  our  dcgc- 

Englifh.   ^^^^^^  Englifli  before  fpbkcn  of.    All  the  youth 

of  this  age  learn  to  fpeak  Engtifh  in  their  p^y 

]^an.       fchools,  the  only  good  they  iearn  there,  nor  is 

guagc.     there  now  any  more  appearance  of  the  Irilh  cap, 

mantle,  or  trowfcs,  at  lead  in  thefe  countries ;  and 

altho'  the  language  yet  remains,  it  is  neverthclcfs 

fo  aduherated,  by  the  multitude  of  Englifli  words 

adopted  to  it,  that  it  remains  no  where  now  in  its 

purity  ;  I  know  feveral    perfons  of  worth,  who 

not  only  fpeak,  but  write  and  read  their  tongue 

exceedingly   well,  who  profefe  they    not  odj 

meet  with  many  hard  words   they  underfttfc 

not, 
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not»  but  (bme  whole  Irifli  book$,  of  which  they 
areoot  able  to  give  any  munner  of  account. 

Th^  noWlity  and  gentry  vi^lue  thcn(ifclvc$  veryAntlqua- 
high  on  the  ftock  of  their  antiquity  and  defcent,"^- 
and  in  this  refpedt  they  little  fet  by  others  j  you 
Ihgll  meet  with/one  or  mure  antiquariea,  as  they  arc 
tenoedy  that  ia  deducera  of  their  pedigreea*  in  Pedigrees. 
ewy  great  family,  who  will  with  as  much  oonfi*^ 
deoce  and  aflUr^uice,  rip  up  even  unto  Adam,fuch 
aperfon'a  progenitors^  as  if  Adam  were  but  of 
yefierday :  he  moutft  up  as  high  as  Noah  as  af*^ 
batdlf^  as  if  unto  hirti  he  had  as  good  authority^ 
for  what  he  deltverSf  aa  he  has:  from  Koah  to 
A4am,  and  what  thefe  mea  £>  dcHver  is  believed 
with  equsl  afiuraac4 :  neverthelefs  they  are  forced 
by  ihe  way  to  ftep  into  Spain,  and  then  again  to 
toucbat  ^ypt»  in  both  which  places  I  date  ven^. 
tare  my  credit,  very  little  win  be  fouxKl  oninqui-^ 
ry,  that  can  fuftain  thefe  their  confident  deduc^ 
tions.    As  for  England  they  love  it  not  fo  well  as 
to  honour  it  with  their  pe^grees  ;  and  yet  in  all 
likelihood  this  ifland  mufthave  been  iirft  {Peopled 
Ottt  of  it ;  for  he  who  in  enquiries  of  fo  g^^eat  an- 
tiquity, whereof  no  unqueftionable  records  are  to 
beniet  with,  makes  his  dedufHon  with  moft.fliew 
of  probability,  ought  to  be  efteemcd  the  rooft 
en^  accountant  of  time*;  now  let  all  men  judge 
whether  is  moft  likely  that  Ireland  (hould  be  peo- 
pled from  Britain  or  Spain,  the  one  being  in  view 
of  it  at  one  end  and  of  the  main  continent  at  die 
other  end;  whereas  the  nigheft  coaft  of  Spain  \s 
not  to  be  reached  under  feveral  weeks  fail,  even 
vith  a  fair  wind,  and  that  in  thefe  our  days  where* 
iothe  art  of  navigation  hath  attained  to  a  bi^ 
pcrfeftion. 

But 
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But  leaving  every  man  to  enjoy  his  own  fenti- 
ments  in  this  matter  )  I  (hall  here,  if  my  reader 
pleafes,  attempt  to  divert  him  with  a  pleafant  ftory 
of  one  of  thefe  pcdigreers,  whereby  will  appear 
what  value  they  have  for  thefe  genealogies ;  a  cer- 
tain gentleman  of  Englifli  defcent,  and  that  no 
higher  than  queen  Elizabeth's  days,  whofe  father 
linked  with  one  of  the  antient  Irifli  families,  hap* 
pened  to  be  prefent  when  one  of  thefe  genealogifts 
was  with  great  fatisfadtion  and  veneration  received 
by  the  hearers.    This  gentleman  merrily  requeft- 
^  the  antiquary  to  rip  up  his  pedigree  aUb;  the 
confident  time-talker  replied,  that  I  can  do  wkh 
great  eafe,  for  yon  are  the  (bn  of  fuch  a  perfon^ 
naming  his  father,  the  fon  of  (uch  a  perfon,  nam- 
ing his  grand  father,,  the  fon  of  fuch  a  great  per- 
fon, naniing  his  great  grand  father  by  his  fumame, 
who  came  over,  and  there  ftops  ;  what  fjiys  that 
merry  gentleman,  can  you  go  no  farther  ?  No  fays 
the  geneak)giff,  4iot  by  your  father^s  fide  ;  but  if 
you  will  have  your  pedigree  by  your  mother's  fide, 
I  will  fet  you  up  to  the  devil's  houfe  !  fpeaking 
thefe  laft  words  in  a  far  differing  tone,  and  as  a 
man  rapt  up  in  an  ecftacy. 

One  great  evil  of  this  vanity  in  our  Iri(h 
gentry  is,  that  you  (hall  hardly  meet  with  any  of 
them,  that  fcorns  not  to  take  up  any  manual  craft, 
whereby  they  may  earn  an  honeft  livelihood,  as 
if  like  cameleons,  they  could  live  on  thefe  airy 
vanities,  that  thus  puff*  up  their  minds.  They  will 
walk  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  their  greyhound, 
their  conflant  attendant,  and  fpend  their  whole 
age  in  idle  wandring  and  coftiering,  as  they  term 
it,  and  Uve,  as  If  they  were  born  only  fruges 
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mfitmere.  Agdnft  thefe  were  our  ftatittes  made 
of  colbering  and  idle  wandring.  But  aks  not  in 
thisinftancc  oajy,  but  in  immy  more  tnay  we 
complain  with  the  po^^ 

^id  iriflei  ^ntrhnma 
Sinm/upplicio  culpa  reciditur  ? 
^d  leges  fate  moribus 
Vmaproficiuntt 

Horace. 

But  wherefore <lo  we  tiius  complain, 
Ifjiiftice  wear  her  awful  fword  in  vain  ? 
And  what  are  lawa,  unlefs  obeyed 
By  the  fame  moral  virtues  they  were  made  ? 

Francis. 

And  againft  fopb  fnutlefs  idle  perfbns^  the  fame 
judicious  poet  thus  very  ingeniouily  elfe where 


Pamafervit  ineptus  : 


^iftupet  in  titulis  et  imaginibus  :  ^uid  oportet 
Nifs  facer e  a  vulgo  hnge  lateque  remotos. 

Horace. 


•  flaves  to  fame 


And  with  a  (tupid  admiration  gaze 
When  the  long  race  its  images  difplays ; 
But  how  (hall  we,  who  differ  far  and  wide 
Ftom  the  mere  vulgitr,  this  great  point  decide  ? 

Francis. 

This  people  of  old  were  very  famous  for  their  Learn- 
learning;  and  indeed  in  thofe  dark  ages  of  theirs- 

world^ 
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wofH,  wherein:  bafbflrifm,  like  a  torrea^^  over* 
flowed  aU  x>xw  European  couotries,  faeee  only 
fetmiog  fowA  (^nikwTf.  Here  then  weit  many 
famous  fchools,  and  ma^  pf  letters,  whereof 
Foure  before  mentioned  was  ohe,  and  hither  from 
all  parts  of  Europe  they  traded  forthiff  commo- 
dity. - 

Efcemphpatrum  commotus  amorcU^^^ 
.  Ivit  ai,  fJibermSy  fopbiS  mirabiliclaros. 

Nurtured  from  youth  in  learning's  mazy  ftore^ 
He  fought,  for  wifdom  £am*d,  Hibernians  (here. 

And  altho'  learning  in  this  our  age,  and  for  ibme 
ages  paft,  hath  again  got- footing  in  Europe,  iflrfb- 
much  as  hew  it  feems  to  exceed  in  arts  and  fciences 
all  former  times,  no  country  that  I  hear  of  on  this 
fide  th^Boiphorns,  ocept  Greidcebnce  the  nitflveft 
of  all  learnifig  itfelf,  being  void  thereof,  yet  hath 
fhe  not  yet  quite  forfaicen  thisifland,  for  thje  peo^ 
pie  (till  retain  an  ardmt  dfclire  for  learning,  and 
both  at  home  aod  abKoad*  do  attain  untcgood 
meafures  thereof.  There  are  from  the  bigheft  to 
the  loweft  daflft^  of  them  thftt  are  very  ingemous 
and  docik  ;  in  this  only  unhappy,  that  they  will 
not  breed  their  youth  in  our  univerfities,  neither  in 
this  kingdom  nor  in  England^  becaufe  of  the 
religion  therein  profeffed,  but  choofe  rather,  being 
not  permitted  to  have  public  fchools  of  their  own, 
to  educate  their  children  under  private  profefibra, 
orielfe  fend  them  abroad  into  France  or  Spain  for 
tiieir  breeding.  Neither  is  a  prieft  now  among 
them  of  any  repute,  if  he  has  not  fpcnt  fomc 
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years  abroad.    They  arc  much  given  to  HoTfHta^  Hofpiu- 
Mty  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  even  the  mean-  ^^^ 
eft  will  receive  into  his  houTe  a  Uranger,  and  im* 
part  the  beff  of  his  fare  unto  him  :  in  this  gene- 
rofity  they  feem  rather  to  exceed  on  occafions 
than  fail  fliort,  efpecially  when  they  makt  any 
public  treats,  for  at  fucb  time  i^t  is  ufual  with  them 
not  to  fuffer  their  gucll  to  part  until  their  whole 
ftock  of  provifion  be  fpcnt.    Their  women  ^rewombi 
generally  beautifuf,  and  love  highly  to  fet  them-laad- 
felves  out  in  the  moft  falhbnable  drefs  they  can*^°*^ 
attain. 

Every  Irifli  fumame  or  family  name  hath  either  g^^. 
Oor  Nfac  prefixed,  concerning  which  I  havef onnd  names. 
fome  nrnke  this  obfervation,  but  I  dare  not  under« 
take  it  fiialF  hoH  untverfally  true,  that  fuch  as^ 
have  O  prefixed,  were  of  oW  fupertor  lords  or 
princes,  as  O  Neal,  O  Donnell,  O  Meltaghlin^ 
fee.  and  fnch  als  have  Mac,  were  only  great  men, 
viz.  lords^  thanes,,  as  Mac  Gennis,  Mac  Loghlin, 
MSfccDtmdio,  See.  But  however  this  obfervation 
hold,  it  IS  certain  they  Utke  mnch  liberty  ,^ and  feem 
to  do  it  with  dcfight,  in  giving  of  nick-names ; 
if  a  man  have  any  imperfeaion  or  evil  habit,  he  Ntct 
flidi  be  fure  to  hear  of  it  in  the  nick-name.  Thus  "*«»«•• 
if  he  be  bfind,  lanle,  fquint-eyed,  grey-eyed,  be 
a  ftammerer  in  ^cch,  left-handed,,  to  be  fure  he 
(halt  have  oner  of  thefe  added  to  his  name ;  fo  aUb 
from  his  colour  of  hahr,  as  black,  red,  yellow, 
brown,  &c.  and  from  his  age,  as  young,  old,  ot 
from  what  headdidls  himfclf  to  or  much  deKghtsr 
in,  as  in  draining,  building,  fencing,  or  the  Iike^f& 
as  no  man  whatc«r  can  efcipe  a  nick^name,  who 
fives  among  them  or  converffeth  with  tbemf,  andf 
fomcdmes,  fo  Kbtdinous^  are  they  in  this  kind  of 
I  ^  raillery. 
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raillery,  they  willgive  nick-names  per  antiphrafim, 
or  contrariety  of  fpeech.  Thus  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent parts  and  beloved  of  all  men,  (hall  be 
called,  Grana,  that  is  naughty  or  fit  to  be 
complained  of  5  if  a  man  have  a  beautiful  coun- 
tenance, or  lovely  eyes,  they  willcallhim,  Cuiegh, 
that  is  fquint-cyed  i  if  a  great  houfe- keeper,  he 
(hall  be  called,  Ackerifagh,  that  is,  greedy. 
Land-  ^^^  landlords  of  old  were,  and  ftill  are  great 

lords  op-oppreflbrs  of  their  tenants  and  followers,  and  very 
preffors.  much  given  to  cdher  upon  them,  that  is,  to  come 
for  fome  time  with  their  family  and  live  on  them; 
neverthelefs  they  arc  very  induftrious  to  preferve 
them  from  the  wrongs  and  oppreflions  of  others ; 
and  if  this  were  the  utmoft  of  their  kindnefs  to 
their  tenants  it  were  truly  commendable,  but  in 
this  they  too  often  exceed,  for  many  of  them 
will  not  fpare  to  protect  their  tenants  againft  the 
payment  of  their  juft  debts  ;  infomuch  as  after 
you  have  been  at  coft  and  charges  in  the  law,  and 
come  w;th  your  execution,  you  happen  well  if  you 
find  not  all  your  debtor's  goods  feized  on  by  the 
landlord  for  his  rent^  and  fo  mean  a  matter  it  is 
with,  an  Iriftiman  to  be  proteAed  by  his  landlord 
,  frpm  the  injuries  of  others,  that  it  is  a  common 
ikying  in  the  mouthjs  of  moft  of  thenr>.  What 
]^ts  it  me  to  have  a  landlord,  if  he  defend  me 
not,  both  in  Juft  and  unjuft  caufes  j  and  another 
(drying  'they. have  as  rife  as  this.  Defend  me  and 
fpend  me,  infomuch  that  it  feems  they  give  them- 
^ves  up  to  their  landlord's  pleafure,  as  to  what 
h^  wilieth  for  himfelf,  in  cafe  he  will  fuffcr  none 
dfc  to  do  the  like.  Thefe  things,  tho^  true  as  to 
the,  niain,  admit  of  many  exceptions :  for  I  know 
fcveral-that  are  truly  juft  and  confcicntious  in 
..  '  their 
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their  ways,   both  fupcriors  and  inferiors;  jBLfid' 
this  matter  of  exception  holds  not  only  in  this 
inftance  but  in  moft  of  what  I  have  written,  or 
(hall  write  of  all  degrees  of  this  people.  :.  • 

As  to  the  inferior  rank  of  hufbandmen  called,  g^^UQ-^g 
ScuUoges,   which  may  be  Engliflied,  farmer  or  crafty, 
hulbandman,  or  yet  more  properly,  boors,  they 
are  generally  very  crafty  and  fnbtle  in  all  manner 
of  bargaining,  full  of  equivocations  and  merual 
refervations,  efpecially  in  their  dcalmgs  in  fairs  r 
and  markets;   whereas  if- lying  and  cheating^^: 
were  no  fin,  they  make  it  their  w^rk  to  over  readu 
any  they  deal  with,  and  if  by  any  flight  or  fetch 
they  can  hook  in  the  leaft  advantage,  they  arer: 
mighty  tenacious  thereof,  and  will  not  forget  the 
fame,  unlefs  over-powered  by  the  landlord,  ?whaf 
is  the  party  addreffed  to  for  jullice. 

1  will  crave  the  reader's  patience  to  fuflfer  mc  ap  ^^ 
while  to  give  an  inftance  of  the- dealing  iDf  thi&inCom 
fort  of  men,  and  their  cuftoms  in  the  manage  of  mon. 
their  hulbandry  one  with  another.    Every  town- 
land  held  by  them  is  grazed  in  common,  that  is, 
every  man's  ftpck  goes  indifferently  over  all  the 
paftures  of  the  town.     The  difference  lies  here, 
he  who  holds  thcvgrcateft  number  of  acres  in  the 
arable,  is  fuppofed  the  more  able  farmer,  and  con- 
fequently  is  allowed  to  have  more  cattle  on  the 
paftures  of  the  town,  than  he  who  holds  fewer 
acres,  or  a  leffer  holding  ti  they  call  it.    The 
great  evil  hereof  generally  is  overftocking  their 
ground,  by  means  whereof  it  is  too  often  feeri 
once  in  three  or  fbur  years,  that  they  hazard  th6^ 
lofs  of  their  ilock ;   as  they  grasse  in  common,^ 
ft)  one  who  is  hot  acquainted  With  iherii,  would  ^ 
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tlUnk,  that  they  plough  in  common  too.  Bor  k  is 
ufual  with  them  to  have  ten  or  twelve  |:dou^s  at 
once  going  in  otiefmali  field;  neverthelefs  every 
one  here  hath  tillage  diftin^t,  tho'  all  appear 
fenced  up  in  one  mear  or  ditch.  They  divide  ufu* . 
ally  one  field  into  acres^  half*  acres,  fiangs^thatis 
roods  i  and  of  thefe  they  make  fo  many  lots  or 
equal  (hares,  as  there  are  {Roughs  in  the  town ;  fo 
aa  a  man  whofe  (hare  may  amount  to  three  acres, 
ihall  not  have  perhaps  half  an  acre  together^  but 
f<?attered  up  $nd  down  in  all  quarters  of  the  field. 
Thisarifeth  thro*  thai  great  care  and  concern  every 
man  hath  left  he  fhould  be  over-reached  by  his 
neighbour ;  and  they  will  take  upon  them  to  be 
judges  to  an  extreme  nicety  of  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  each  rood  of  ground ;  and,  to  make 
fure  work,  will  bring  their  ropes  to  meafure,  as 
formally  as  a  furveyor  his  chains.  Their  manner 
of  divifion  is  thus.  To  each  plough  th^  reckon  a 
certain  number  of  acres^  wh^  by  a  general  name 
is  called  afhare^eadiftiare  bath  particularly  fuch 
apd  fuch  half  acres  or  fiangs  aiffigned  to  it  by 
name  to  make  up  the  given  number,  and  for 
greater  equality  fake,  thefe  are  not  given  as  they 
lie  in  the  ground,  but,  as  they  call  it,  they  lay  a 
large  acre,  dang  or  half  acre  to  a  lies  (nor  mat- 
ters it  where  it  lies}  and  on  a  good  a  worfe,  in  all 
this  pretending  the  greateft  indifference  imagina*- 
We ;  when  they  huve  perfeded  this  work,  which 
ufutfUy  they  take  time  enough  to  confider  of,  a 
firjmger  might  thi^k  they  might  now  permit  any 
Qpe  to  chooTe  his  fharc;  neverthelefs  ftill  one  or 
tyfio  of  the(e  (hares  are  left  worfe.  than  the  reft, 
and  this  they  all  know  too,  but  they  diflemble. 
their  knowledge  thereii^  purfuing  ftill  the  grand 
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dcfign  of  over-reaching  one  another,  While  eveijr 
man  hopes  the  worft  will  not  fall  to  his  lot  -,  and 
now  at  laft  they  proceed  to  caft  lots  for  theif 
fharcs ;  herein  alfo  are  they  very  nice,  even  to^^ 
ridiculous  folly ;  for  comnlonly  they  will  call  lots 
with  agreement  before  hand,  not  to  be  tied  ut^ 
to  tHs  lot,  but  only  to  try  how  their  lots  will 
light ;  this  done  to  no  purpofc,  at  laft  they  will; 
caft  lots  in  good  eamcft,  the  manner  whereof  is 
thus,^  They  call  one  ftiare,  made  up  of  certain' 
acres  or  ftangs  as  afore,  the  firft,  and  lay  down  for 
it  a  ftone  or  turf  on  the  ground ;  another  they 
call  the  fccond,  made  up  as  the  firft,  and  lay  down 
for  it,  a  ftone  alfo  or  a  turf;  and  thus  they  do 
for  as  many  ploughs  as  there  are  in  the  town :  this 
done  each  plough  agree  among  themfelves  on  one 
to  give  in  a  lot  for  each  particular  (hare,  then  the 
firft  puts  into  a  hat  it  miay  be  a  fmall  flick,  anothet 
a  pebble  ftone,  a  third  perhaps  a  fcrap  of  iron,  a 
fourth  a  ftited  of  cloth  or  rag,  or  a  flower,  &c. ' 
and  every  man*s  lot  is  taken  notice  of  by  tht 
whole  number  •,  this  done  they  call  a  child  or  a 
ftrangef,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  privity,  and 
he  takes  out  any  of  thefe  and  places  it  on  the 
firft,  then  another  on  the  fecond,  &c.  and  thus, 
every  man  comes  to  know  the  lot  or  ftiare  of  his 
plough ;  this  done,  and  not  before,  begins  the 
buftle  and  wrangle,  for  they  to  whom  the  worA 
lot  falls  are  fure  to  cavil  at  all  that  is  done,  and 
now  he  tells  exactly  all  the  faults  of  his  ftiare, 
which  before  the  lots  caft,  he  feemed  not  to  know, 
and  there  is  no  peace  'till  all  muft  fall  anew  to 
divide  more  equal  again,  and  if  they  have  not  a 
landlord  that  can  over-rule  them,  they  will  hinder 
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ooc  another  from  their  labour  for  a  mppth  or  two 
Ipjjger.  I  have  known  when  a  wrangle  hath 
continued  fo.longJthat  they  have  be^n: forced  to 
fafreak.  up  their  fallow  in  conamon,  and  fo  likewife 
tp  barrow  it^  and  then  atlaft  ratheroat  of  neccf- 
ftty,  than  ^py  love  to  peace  or  equity,  they  agree 
iri.  making  their  lots  either  more  equal,  or  take  to 
it  with  more  quiet ;  yet  fometimes  are  they  not 
tjiius  itfelf  fatisfied,  for  fo  jealous  they  will  be  of 
ope  anothers  pradices,  that  no  divifipn  can  fervc. 
or  fatisfy,  bAit  that  which  is  thempft  nice  that  can 
be  imagined^  and  certainly  the  worft  and  moft 
incommodious,  and  that  is  by  the  ridges ;  yet  to 
this,  if  peace  cannot  be  had  amongft  them  other- 
wife,  it  comes  at  laft  4  and  this  divifioh  they  call 
by  a  term,  that  I  may  Englifli,  the  gut  divifion. 
By  all  which  appears  how  unequally  and  hard  they 
will  bear  one  upon  another ;  and-  yet  feem  out^ 
wardly  to  pretend  to  nothing  but  equality. 
Joining  in  When  the  fquabble  about  dividing  is  over,  they 
Plough,  as  oft€n  fall  by  the  ears  again  about  joining  toge- 
ther or  coupling  to  the  plough,  for  fometimes  two^ 
three  or  more  will  join  together  to  plough.  This 
they  callcoar,  which  may  import  an  equal  man, 
fuch  another  .as  "my  felf,  and  with  a  little  alteration 
of  the  found  m4y  fignify,  help,  right,  or  juftlcci 
Jn  thisalfothey  are  often  very  litigious,  weighing 
the  ftrengths  of  one  another  to  mere  niceties. 
But  in  cafe  of  difagreiement,  their  cuftoms  hath 
provided  for  them,  that  with  confidence  they  may 
come  before  their  landlord  and  demand  from  hini 
their  coar,  or  equal  man,  or  helper  to  plough, 
which  they  count  the  landlord  bound  to  provide 
for  them,  and  if  he  cannot,  he  is  obliged  to  affift 
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idm  himfelf;  fomctimc  it  fo  fallethout,  that  a 
crofs-grained  boor  rrfufeth  to  afford  his  help,  gijd 
when  required  theiieio  by  his  landlcj^d,  looking  on, 
himfeif  as  fufficient  enough  for  his  own  need 
without  any  coadjutor,  in  this  cafe,  thoVthe  cuftom 
obliges  him  that  fecks  the  aid  to  bring  qvery  day 
into  the  field  his  horfes  and  his  tackle,  and  offer 
alfo  his  own  labour  to  the  refufing  paxtj,  to  offer 
alfo  his  proportion  of  feed  in  its  proper  feafon, 
and  then  altho'  the  refufer  hath  denied  through- 
out, the  demander  is  to  reap  at  har^eft  as  good 
a  portion  of  the  crop  out  of  the  refufer's  labours, 
as  if  he  had  been  at  expence  all  the  year  long.  Bearded 
This  cuftom  they  call,  the  law  of  Owen  with  theOwcn's 
beard,  who  was  one  of  their  antient  Brehons*^^* 
or  judges. 

la  towns  fet  to  farmers,  every  houfe  hath  ap-?^^*"*  ^^ 
propriated  to  itfelf  a  (hare  or  portion  of  the  bog 
for  turf  cutting,  by  known  roeafures  and  bounds, 
^hich  whoever  comes  to  that  houfe  is  to  enjoy  fo 
long  as  he  livesl  in  it,  as  u  cU  as  the  garden  thereof. 
Thismuft  lie  wafte  and  untouched,  until  the  own- 
er be  at  leifureto  cut  his  turf,  nor  may  his  neigh- 
bour, if  more  early  at  his  work,  lay  one  fod  on  his 
portion  of  the  bog.  If  he  does,  immediately  the 
complaint  comes  before  the  landlord,  or  bis 
fteward,  who  fupplies.his  place  in  all  thefe  toils, 
who  is  holden  to  do  right,  by  caufing  the  turf  thus 
injurioufly  laid  on,  to  be  thrown  intotlic  pit  again. 
If  the  landlord  refufes  or  delays  his  j  uftice  herein, 
nioft  ufually  they  will  fall  to  loggerheads,  and 
oftentimes  they  do  fo  before  the  matter  comes  be- 
fore the  landlord,  and  then  likely  the  ftrongeft 
hand  carries  all.  Hence  they  have  a  faying  ufual 
on  thefe  or  the  like  occafions  founding  much  to 
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this  purpofe ;  a  tewB  without  s  kn^rd  and  a 
bull,  »  a  tdwn  turned  topfy  turry. 
Tenants      Thcy  hold  but  (torn  year  to  year,  n0r  do  they 
from       ddire  lon^  term,    Thcy  have  a  coAom  on  a 
Tcar.^    ftated  day  every  year  to  come  and  give  warning 
to  their  landlord  to  provide  other  tenants  for 
their  holdings  and  houfes,  and  this  they  will  do  as 
forinally,  as  if  they  were  in  eameft,  and  yet  after 
all  they  intend  nothing  lefs,  for  they  will  not  leave 
the  place  with  their  good  will,  where  they  and 
their  anceftors  have  fat.    In  this  cafe  you  Ihall 
have  fome  of  them  tcU  their  landlord,  that  they 
and  their  forefathers  have  been  there  as  long  and 
perhaps  longer  than  he,  and  thcy  will  Jiot  out  fpr 
him  ;  whither  (hall  they  go  ?  and  the  like  fluff  i     J 
and  this  their  (hinefs  of  leaving  their  ancietftr  I 
habitation  is  not  without  fome  caufe.     For  if  ont    ^ 
of  them  remove  but  to  dwell  in  the  next  county, 
nay  the  next  parifti,  provided  it  be  under  another 
landlord,  he  is  on  every  little  picque  with  his 
neighbour  reproached  with  terms  importing,  vaga-* 
bond,  or  a  forfakenoutcaft,.S£c«  and  fo  keen  is  his 
anima  redeundi,  that  be  is  not  at  eafe  within  him- 
fclf,  'till  he  make  way  for  his  return  again,  to  the 
place,  as  he  phrafes  it,  where  he  ought  to  be  ^ 

Ne/cio  qud  natakfolum  dukedine  cunSos 
T^ngity  et  mmemores  nonfim  effcjui. 

Whence  fpringsthislove  of  home,  thisfond  defire. 
This  longing  after  our  paternal  foil. 

In  cotmtries  that  are  rocky,  as  fome  part  of 
Tuomond,  where  corn  is  not  to  be  had  in  fo  great 
plenty,  for  in  the  barony  of  Burren,  fome  part  of 
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CoK-kinroe  tnd  etiewrhere^  their  greateft  lidds  ^Mt 

bate,  little  cuofb ;  they  h»re«  coftom  every  Mty- 

da;^,  which  they  count  their  firft  day  of  fummeft 

to  iMtre  to  their  meal  one  format  di(h,  whatever 

e\tc  they  have,  which  fome  oatl|  fliraboutor  haftySdrabout 

pudding,  thatifiloTir  and  miHc  boiled  thick ;  and 

this  is  holden  aa  an  argument  of  the  good  wives 

good  hufwifery,  that  made  her  €om  hold  out  fo 

wdl,  as  to  have  fuch  a  difli  to  begin  fummer  fare 

with ;  for  if  they  can  hold  out  (b  long  with 

bread,  they  count  they  can  do  well  enough  for 

what  remains  of  the  year  till  fiarveft ;  for  then 

miik  becomes  plenty,  and  butter,  new  cheefe  and 

curds  and  Ihamrocks,  are  thefbod  of  the  meaner 

(ort  all  this  feafon ;  neverthelefs  in  this  mefs,  on 

lIUs  day,  they  are  fo  formal,  that  even  in  the 

p4entifidleft  and  greateft  houfes  where  bread  is  in 

abundance  all  the  year  long,  they  will  not  fail  o^ 

this  difli,  nor  yet  they  that  for  a  month  before 

v^snted  bread. 

On  the  firft  Sunday  in  harvcft,  viz,  in  Auguftj^lj^. 
they  will  be  furc  to  drive  their  cattle  into  fomcmmg  of 
pool  or  river,  and  therein  fwim  them  j  this  they  ob-^*^"** 
fcrve  as  inviolable  as  if  it  were  a  point  of  religion, 
for  they  think  no  beaft  will  live  the  whole  year 
thro*  unlcfs  they  be  thus  drenched ;  I  deny  not  but 
that  fwimmingef  cattle,  and  chiefly  in  this  feafon 
of  the  year,  is  healthful  unto  them  as  the  poet 
hath  obferved ; 

Balantumque  grigemfluvio  merfarefalubri. 

VlRO. 

In  th*  healthful  flood  to  plunge  the  bleating  flack. 
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i)M  pre^ifely  to  do  this  on  the  firft  Sunday  in 
harveft,  I  look  on  as  not  only  fupcrftitious,  but 
profane.  :  . 

In  their^  marriages,  cfpccially  in  thofe  countries 
Martiag^5  where  cattle  abound,  the  parents  and  friends  on 
each  fide  iiteet  on  the  fide  of  an  hill,  or  if  the 
weather  be  cold,  in  fome  place  of  (helter,  about 
midway  between  bbth  dwellings ;  if  agreement 
cnfue,  they  drink  the  agreement  bottle,  as  they 
call  it,  whjch  is  a  bottle  of  good  ♦ufqucbaugh  and 
this  goes  merrily  round ;  for  payment  of  the  por- 
tion, which  generally  is  a  determinate  number  of 
cows,  litde  care  is  taken ;  only  the  father  or  next 
of  kin  to  the  bride,  fends  to  his  neighbours  and 
friends,  fui  mutua  viciJfHudinis  obtentUy  and  every 
one  gives  his  cow  or  heifer,  which  is  all  one  in  the 
cafe,  and  thus  the  portion  is  quickly  paid ;  never- 
tHelcfs  caution  is  taken  from  the  bridegroom  on 
the  day  of  delivery  for  reftitution  of  the  cattle, 
in  cafe  the  bride  die  childlefs  within  a  certain  day 
limited  by  agreement,  and  in  this  cafe  every  man's 
;  own  beaft  is  reftored ;  thus  qare  is  taken,  that  no 
man  fhail  grow  rich  by  often  marriages  ;  on  the 
day  of  bringing  home,  the  bridegroom  and  his 
friends  ride  out,  and  meet  the  bride  and  her  friends 
at  the  place  of  treaty,  being  come  near  each  other 
the  cuftom  wa^of  old  to  caft  (hort  darts  at  the  com- 
pany that  attended  the  bride,  but  at  fuch  diftance, 
that  feldom  any  hurt  enfued  -,  yet  it  is  not  out  of 
the  memory  of  man,  that  the  lord  of  Hoathon  fuch 

^^ 

*  i.  e.  Whifkey,  the  Trifli  Aqua-vitae,  and  not  what  is  now 
underftood  by  Ufquebaugh. 
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an  jcx:qarion  lolt  an  eye  ^  this  cuftom  of  cafting 
darts  is  now  obfolctc. 

On  the  patron-day  In  mod  pariihes,  as  alfoon 
the  fcafts  of  Eaftcr  and  Whit-funtidc,  the  more 
ordinary  fort  of  people  meet  near  thealc-houfe  inPatrou    . 
the  afternoon,  on  fome  convenient  fpotof  ground  *^' 
and  dance  for  the  cake ;  here  to  be  fure  the  piper 
fails  not  of  diligent  attendance  \  the  cake  to  be 
danced  for  is  provided  at  the  charge  of  the  ale- Dancing 
wife,  and  is  advanced  on  a  board  on  the  top  of  a^*°^^^^ 
pike  about  ten  foot  high  -,  this  board  is  round,  and^*  ^* 
from  it  rifeth  a  kind  of  a  garland,  befet  and 
tied  round  with  meadow  flowers,  if  it  be  early  in 
the  fummer,  if  later,  the  garland  has  the  addition 
of  apples  fct  round  on  pegs  faftened  unto  it ;  the 
^hole  number  of  dancers  begin  all  at  once  in  a 
large  ring^  a  man  and  a  woman,  and  dance  round 
about  the  bufh,  fo  is  this  garland  called,  and  the 
pper,  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  hold  out ;  they 
that  hold  out  longeft  at  the  exercife,  win  the  cake 
and  apples,  ancj  then  the  ale-wife's  trade  goes  on. 

On  May-eve  every  family  fets  up  before  their 
door  a  green  bufti,  ftrowed  over  with  yellow  .  ^ ,.' 
flowers,  which  the  meadows  >ield  plentifully;  in*  in 
countries  where  timber  is  plentiful,  they  eredt  tall 
fl!er|dcr  trees,  which  ftand  high,  and  they  continue 
almoft  the  whole  year,  fo  as  a  ftranger  would  go 
^nigh  to  imagine  that  they  were  all  figns  of  ale- 
fcllcrs,  and  that  all  houfcs  were  ale-houfes. 

On  the  eves  of  St.  John  Baptift  and  St.  Peter, 
they  always  have  in  every  town  a  bonfire,  late  in«    - 
the  evenings,  and  ^rry  about  bundles  of  reeds  on  St. 
fail  tied  and  fired ;  thefe  being  dry  will  laft  long,  John's 
and  flame  better  than  a  torch,  and  be  a  pleafmg^^*'  *^* 
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<fivertive  prafpe&  to  the  diftant  beholder;  a 
flranger  would  go  near  to  imagine  the  wliole 
country  was  on  fire. 

^^▼«-  On  Twclvc-eve  in  ChrHlmas,  they  ufe  to  fet 
up  as  high  as  they  can  a  fiere  of  oats^  and  in  it  a 
dozen  of  candles  fet  rounds  and  in  the  centre  one 
hnrger,  all  lighted ;  tUs  in  memory  of  our  favioor 
and  hisapoftles,  lights  of  the  world. 

Wakes.  At  funerals  they  have  their  ws^es,  wWch  as 
now  they  celebrate  were  more  befitting  heathens 
than  chriftians ;  they  fit  up  commonly  in  a  barn 
or  large  room,  and  are  entertained  with  beer  and 
tobacco ;  the  lights  are  fet  up  on  a  table  over  the 
dead  ;  they  fpend  moft  of  the  night  in  obfcenc 
ftojies,  and  bawdy  fongs,  until  the  hour  comes 
for  the  exercife  of  their  devotions;  then  the 
prieft  calls  on  them  to  fall  to  their  prayers  for  the 
foul  of  the  dead,  which  they  perform  by  repetition 
of  Aves  and  Paters  on  their  beads,  and  clofe  the 
whole  with  a  de  prtfundis^  2tnd  then  immediately 
to  the  ftory  or  fong  again,  till  another  hour  of 
prayer  comes ;  thus  is  the  whole  night  fpent  till 
day :  when  the  time  of  burial  comes,  all  the 
women  run  out  like  mad,  and  now  the  fcenc  is 
altered,  nothing  heard  but  wretched  exclamations, 
howling  and  clapping  of  hands,  enough  to  deftroy 
their  own  and  other*s  fenfe  of  hearing ;  and  this 
was  of  old  the  heathenifh  cuftom  as  the  poet  hath 
obferved ; 

„.,     omnes  magno  circum  clamore  fremebani 

Haud  morafefihkmtflentes. 

Vine. 

The 
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The  gaping  croud  around  the  body  ftand, 
AH  weep—  *ip^—  —  —  —  —  his  fate. 
And  haftcn  to  perform  the  funeral  ftate. 

Drydbk. 

P(  Thta  they  fail  not  to  do,  efpecially  if  the  deceafed 

f,  were  of  good  parentage,  or  of  wealth  and  repute^ 

or  a  landlord,  6cc^  and  think  it  a  great  honour  to 

;  the  dead  to  keep  alt  this  coyl,  and  fome  have  been 

^  fo  vain  as  to  hire  thefe  kind  of  mournera  to  attend 

their  dead  ^  and  yet  they  do  not  by  all  thii  attain 

the  end  they  feem  to  af  m  at,  which  is  to  be  thought 

to  mourn  for  the  dead  ^  for  the  poet  hath  well 

obfcrvcd, 

Forfker  ilk  dokl^  ({uifini  ttfte  dokf. 

The  truly  griened  in  fecret  weep. 

At  fomc  Cages  where  commonly  they  meet  with 
great  heaps  of  (lones  in  the  way,  the  corpfe 
is  laid  down,  and  the  pried  or  priefts  and  all 
the  learned  fall  again  to  their  Aves  and  Paters, 
tec.  during  this  office  all  is  quiet  and  hu(hed; 
but  this  done  the  corpfe  is  raifed,  and  with  itthe 
out-  cry  again ;  in  this  manner  the  corpfe  is  brought 
to  the  grave,  where  during  the  oflke  all  is  hufhed 
r  again';  but  that  done  and  while  the  corpfe  is  laying 
down  and  the  earth  throwing  on,  is  the  laft  and 
moft  vehement  fcene  of  this  formal  grief  5  and 
all  this  perhaps  but  to  earn  a  groat,  and  from  this 
Egyptian  cuftom  they  are  not  to  be  weaned. 

In  Tome  parts  of  Connaught,  if  the  party  de- 
ceafed were  of  good  note,  they  will  fend  to  the 

wake 
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wake  hogflieads  of  excellent  ftalc  beer  and  wm( 

from  all  parts,  with  other  provilions,  as  beef,  &c 

to  help  the  expencc  at  the  funeral,  and  oftca 

times  more  is  fent  in  than  can  well  be  fpent. 

Month's       After  the  day  of  interment  of  a  great  perfon 

fcaft.       age  they  count  four  weeks,  and  that  day  foui 

weeks,  all  priefts  and  friars,  and  all  gentry  far  and 

near  are  invited  to  a  great  feaft*,  the  preparation 

to  this  feaft  are  maffes  faid  in  all  parts  of  th< 

houfe  at  once  for  the  foul  of  the  departed;  il 

therooni  be  large  you  (hall  have  three  orfouf 

priefts  together  celebrating  in  the  feveral  corner^ 

thereof  J  the  maffes  done  they  proceed  to  their 

feaftings ;  and  after  all,  every  prieft  and  friar  ia 

difcharged  with  hislargefs. 

Innytbe      This  county  is  wholly  comprized  within  th^ 

^'J^^^^'Tdiocefe  of  Meath,  except  only  the  half  barony 

oGcfe  of  of  Moygoifli,  which  in  the  beginning  we  told  you 

Mcath.    was  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Inny,  and  in  lie« 

thereof  it  taketh  in  that  part  of  the  county  of 

Longford,  that  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fame, 

fo  as  the  Inny  from  the  time  it  toucheth  on  the 

diocefe  of  Meath  till  it  lofe  itfelf  in  Loughreein 

the  Shannon  is  the  boundary  to  this  diocefe, 

but  no  where  that  I  know  of  runneth  within  the 

(ame. 

♦  Ufually  termed  the  inonth's  icnind. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  Editor  prefeats  to  the  public  in 
thU  number^  two  valuable  tra^b  oa 
a  fubjea  not  thoroughly  underflood  by 
Ware,  SpcUmani  Du  Cange  and  Harris^ 
each  ofwhom  has  attemptied  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  lands  caUed  Corbani  CoalN 
borbaoy  Errcoaicb  and  Teai^iaon. 

The  word  Corba  it  a  corruption  <^Cobb* 
orba,  i,^  c.  tribute-landj  or  land  endowed 
to  the  duircby  or  any  other  fcrvice*  Cobb 
fignifies  rent,  or  tribute^  and  ofba  is  lands 
hence  Corba  Talinhumi  iignifies  alfo  a  par* 
eel  of  laix},  foa:  which  a  rent  or  tribute  ia  to 
be  paid. 

Comhosban,  is  eompounded  of  the  word 
Comhy,  fignifywg  a  wanrdy  prote^or^  or  pre^ 
^erver^  and  Ochan^  a  patrimony^  henoe 
Cotnhorbaa  fignifiedv  a  AiccefTor^  that  is^ 
the  ward  of  a  certain  patrimooy  §  this  title 
was  not  originally  confined  to  the  churdb 
pr  clergy  ;,  it  often  occurs  In^  the  Brehon 
Iaws|  meaning,  an  heir,  and  BeaiirCom}ik 
otban  is  a  dowager, 

K  2  Errenacli^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t32        ADVERTISEMENT. 

Errenach,  or  Brrcineach^  is  compounded 
of  Err^  noble,  and  Eineach,.  liberality  ^ 
alluding  to  the  land$  appropriated  or  be- 
ftowed  to  the  church  :  this  officer  was  alfo 
named  Arceincach,  and  Oirchindeach,  the 
firft  exprefsly  means,  liberality  to  the  body, 
and  Oirchindeach  implies  providential 
which  in  ancient  records  fignified  provifion 
of  meat  and  drink.  Hence,  with  the  mo- 
derns, Errenach,  Arceinfeach  and  Oirchin- 
deach, are  fynonimous  names  for  Archdea- 
con, whofc  offict  it  was  to  take  care  of  the 
church,  its  property  and  the  indigent  poor. 

Tearmon  implies  a  fanduary,  protedioflj 
orafylum,  and  is  frequently  written  Tom- 
ran,  and  Tomharn,  which  are  fynonimous 
names  with  Tearmonn.  Tearm-naomh  isa 
patron  faint;  Tearmonn-icai,  a  houfc  of 
defence,  and  Tearmcmn  Magcraidhe,  was 
the  antient  name  of  St.  Patrick's  Purgatory. 

Some  have  erronequfly  thought  that  the 
Greek  and  I>atin  Terminus  (Dcus  T^nni- 
ndrum)  was  derived  from  this  Testrmonn 
^hich  has  a  different  fignification.  Ter- 
minus IS  from  the  Celtic  Tir-muin,  J-  ^' 
Tir,  Terra. and  muin,  patrimonium ;  the 
t)Oundsof  which  being  diftinguiftied  by  large 
unhewn  flones,  the  Greeks,  according  to 
their  ufual  cuflom  of  converting  Celtic 
jRords  to  the  fcnfe  of  the  ncarcft  in  found 
:.:-    :    .  ifl 
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in  their  own  language,  from  thence  formed 
Tcrmon  from  t^u  i.  e*  finis.  Terminus 
was  reprefented  by  a  large  unhewn  lloncj 
even  in  the  temple  built  for  him,  by  Nu- 
ma  on  the  Tarpeian  rock,  but  was  after- 
wards honoured  with  a  human  body,  placed 
upon  a  pyramid.  Plutarch  traces  this  cuf- 
torn  of  land*marks  and  boundaries  no  far- 
ther back  than  the  time  of  this  Numa  Pom* 
pilius  ^  but  Virgil  proves  it  to.be  as  old  as 
that  famous  legiilatrice  Ceres,  fartiri  li^ 
mite  Campum.  We  are  not  to  fcek  for  an-, 
cient  ufages  amongft  the  Greek  and  Latin 
authors,  this  amongft  many  others  was  de- 
rived from  the  Egyptians,  who  received  it 
from  the  Hebrews,  for  as  M.  de  Boze  ob- 
ferves(Memde  I' Acad.  t.  i.  p.  50.)  Mofes 
does  not  appoint  his  people  to  fet  bounds 
to  their  lands,  fince  the  thing  was  eftablifti- 
ed  every  where,  but  only  forbids  them  to 
encroach  upon  them. 

Ter-muin,  or  Terminus,  therefore  im- 
plied a  limited  property  of  land,  whofe 
bounds  were  diftinguiihed,  and  is  of  the 
feme  fignification  as  the  Hebrew  rn*7i3  ga- 
belut,  i.  e.  limis,  confinium,  termination 
from  whence  the  Iberno-Ccltic  famed  gabh- 
altas,  which  at  this  day  means  a  farm. 

It  remains  only  to  explain  the  term  luach 
impighthe,  mentioned  p.  1 87  of  this  num- 
ber 
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}^r.  The  literal  meaning  of  this  expreffioR 
is^  tie  fee  of  the  fietitron,  that  i9y  the  fee 
paid  by  the  Brcenach  to  his  biihop  on  pe- 
titioning for  lil)erty  for  his  dau^tcr  to 
marxy. 

The  Editor  talces  this  opportunity  of  ac- 
knowledging hb  obligations  to  Ardhdeacon 
Mahoft  for  the  fragments  o(f  a  valuable  code 
of  the  Brehon  laws.  Part  of  this  fragment 
is  in  the  colledion  belonging  to  Sir  Joho 
Seabright^  mentioned  in  the  ifirft  number 
of  this  work  j  they  do  not  follow  in  the 
fame  order,  and  are  mixed  with  others  ap- 
parently of  a  more  modern  date.  This  is  a 
ftrong  proof  that  thefe  laws  are  not 
the  reveries  of  a  Monk  or  a  Bard,  but  that 
they  were  the  eliablifhed  laws  of  this  ifland. 

The  tranflation  and  revifal  of  tbelelaw? 
will  take  up  a  confiderable  time  ^  the  Edi- 
tor, unwillmg  to  with-hold  fo  curious  a 
fubje^S  from  the  public  until  the  whole  are 
compleated,  propofcs '  foon  to  give  theft 
laws  in  chapters,  in  fome  fubfequent  nutn-r 
bers.  The  Irifh  to  be  printed  in  the  Romgu 
letter  on  one  page,  and  the  Englifh  traof- 
lation  on  the  other. 

Dublin^  20thofiMajf,  177A 
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w&tTlfftM  »k  tuft  vfuHt  OU^  Mv 
Sir  J  O  BIf    D  A  V  f  S,   KiTt. 
ATTORNEY  tilt^ttftAL  Oft  UELAH/t^. 
to 

KOBEkT,  EAfcL  ar  SALIdltyfttl 

I  AM  not  ignorant  how  little  my  adveriiie^ 
ment8do  add  unto  your  lordlhip's  knowledge  of 
the  affairs  of  (hb  kingdom  i  forafmuch  as  I  know» 
Toor  lord(hip  doth  receive  fuch  frequent  dif<* 
(latches  from  the  lord  deputy  and  council  hera^ 
tt  nodiing  worthy  of  any  con(klerattcn  is  left 
By  them  unadvertifed.  Becaufe,  they,  knowing 
things  a  ^ioru  in  that  they  fee  the  caufcs  and 
grounds  of  all  accidents,  can  give  your  lordfhip 
nodre  full  and  perfect  intelligence,  than  (ucli  an 
inferior  minifter  as  I  am,  who  come  to  under* 
<tand  things  apfteriori^  only  by  the  etfcft,.  and 
by  the  fuccefs.  Kotwithiianding,  becauie  the 
diligence  of  others  cannot  excufe  my  negligrocc^ 
if  I  omit  duty  in  this  behalf^  I  prefumefiillto 
Write  to  your  lordthip  ;  and,  thou^  I  wr4te  th6 
fame  things  as  are  written  by  others  in  fuUlaned^ 
yet  perhaps  I  may  fometimes  addacircumftanoey 

which 
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which  may  give  light  to  the  matter  of  fubftance, 
and  make  it  the  clearer  unto  your  lordihip. 

After  the  end  of  the  laft  torpi,  my  ,lprd  deputy 
t(¥2)&a  refolution  to  iifit  threti  counties  in  UMer, 
namely,  Monaghan,  Fermanagh,  and  Cavan^ 
which,,  bei^git)|^;Q«ft  qifettltd  and  nnieformed 
parts  of  that  province,  did  mod  of  all  need  his 
lord(hip*t  vifttatgloi;  atthjia  tiqae. 

For  Monaghan,  otherwife  called  M^Mahon'i 
country,  Sir*  WUliaai.  Fit27WtHiarni,  ^  i|Rpi|  th? 
attainder  and  execution  of  Hugh  Roe  M^Ma- 
hon,  chief  of  his  name,  4id  with  good  wifdom 
and  policy,  divide  the  greateft  part  of  that  coun- 
if  aiBHxig  ihc  OJjtives,  thereof,  except  tjie  churclf 
lands,  which  he  gave  to  Englifh  fervitors,  in 
which  divifion  he  di^ allot  unto^v^  pr^  fix  ^^Ic* 
men,  fundry  large  ,demelnes,  with  certain  rcntts 
and  fcrvices,  and  to  the  inferior  fort,  feve^al  frcc- 
iiolds,  and  withal  refervcd  a  yearly  rent  unto  the 
crown  of  four  hundred  and  odd  pounds ;  wjicrebjf 
that  county  fcemed  to  be  well  fettled  for  a  year 
or  two.  Notwlthftanding,^  the  late  rebellion, 
wherein  the  M*Mahowns  were  the  firft  adtprs,  rc- 
verfed  all  that  was  done,  and  brought  thin^ii^ 
this  country  to  the  old  chaos  and  confiriiop.  Vo^ 
they  credted  a  M*Mahon  mnong  thepi,  wjio  l)f- 
came  matter  of  all,  they  revived  the  Irif^^  cut^ing;^ 
and  exactions,  detained  the  queen*s  renj,  reduc^ 
the  popr  freeholders  into  thei^;  wonted  flavcry ; 
and  in  a.  word,  they  broke  air  the  covenants  and 
conditions  contained  in  their  letters  patents^  an4 
thereby  entitled  the  crown  to  rcfume  all  again  \ 
they  having  now  no  other  title  to  pretend,  but  only 
the  late  lord  Heutcnant^s  promifc,  and  the  king's 
mercy.  I  fpeak  of  the  chief  fords  and  gentle- 
men, 
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men,  whofc  cftatcs  were  fubjcd  to  conditions . 
albeit  there  was  y«t  no  office  found  of  the  breach 
of tbofe  conditions ;   but  as  for  the  petty  free- 
ix)Uers,  whofe  eftates  were  abfolute,    many  of 
tbem  wbofe  names  were  yet  unknown,  were  (lain 
ia  the  late  rebellion,  and  fo  attainted,  if  any  in- 
quifition  thereof  had  been  taken.    Of  fuch  as  did 
fcrvicc  in  the  wars,  and  had  their  pardons^  fAmc 
were  removed  and  tranfplanted  by  the  tyranny 
of  the  lords,  and  fome  were  driven  out  of  th^ 
country^  not  daring  to  return  to  their  freeholds 
without  fpecial  countenance  of  the  flate.     And 
thusftood  theeftate  of  Monaghan. 

Touching    Fermanagh,  otherwife  called  Ma- 
guirc's  country,  that  country  was  never  reduced 
tottea*own  fince  the  conqueft  of  Ireland,  nei- 
ther by  attainder,  furrcnder,  or  other  refumption 
whatfocvcr,  until  Sir  John    Perrot*s  government, 
who  caufed  Co-connaught  M*Guire  (father  of 
Hugh  M*Guire,  who  was  a  principal  ador  in  the 
late  rebellion,  and  flain  in  Munfter  upon  an  en- 
counter with  Sir  Warham  St.Lcger)  to  furrender 
all  the  county  of  Fermanagh  in  general  words  to 
the  laic  queen,  and  to  take  letters  patents  back 
again  of  all  the  country,  in  the  like  general  words, 
to  him  and  his  heirs  ;  whereupon  was  referved  a 
rent  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  beeves,  arifing 
out  of  certain  horfc  and  foot,  and  a  tenure  in  ca- 
pU(.  But  this  Englifh  tenure  did  not. take  away 
hislrifli  cuftoms  arid  exadtions  ;  he  was  fufFered 
ffiHtohold  his  title  of  M*Guire,  and  to  exercife 
•^tyranny  over  the  queen*s  poor  fubjefts,  of  whom 
the  ftatetook  no  care  nor  notice  ;  albeit  there  are 
roany  gentlemen  who  claim  eftates  of  freehold  in 
Aat  country,  by  a  naorc    ancient    title    than 
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M'Guire  bimfelf  doth  claim,  the  chiefry.  Co 
connanght  M^Guire,  having  thus  obtaiaed  letter 
patents,  died  feized  of  the  country,  tnd  afldrM 
death,  Hugh  M*Guire  being  hU  eldcft  fon,  t6cl 
poSeirioa  thereof,  not  as  heir  ibt  common  iaw 
but  as  tanift,  and  chief  of  his  name,  was  aeatd 
M^Guire,  and  held  it  as  an  Irifli  LcM-d,  undlln 
waft  (lain  in  actual  rebellion,  which  we  hdd  an 
attainder  inlaw  in  this  kingdom,  Hcieupon  ar 
.  office  being  found,  that  Hugh  M*GuircwaskilW 
in  rebellion,  one  counfellor  Roe  M*Guirc,  trhoft 
anceftors  had  been  chief  Lords  of  the  qotifltry, 
and  whp  being  received  to  grace,  had  pefform<4 
good  fervice  in  thefe  parts,  had  a  patent  ^f  the 
whole  country  granted  unta  hrm  by  the  lati^lorf 
lieutenant,  and  held  it  accordingly  during  the 
wars  ;  when  young  Co-connanglft  M*G«ire^  \m^ 
ther  to  Hugh  M*Guire,  and  fecond  fon  to  the  old 
Co-connaught,  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  late  lord 
lieutenant  ;  his  lord(hip  promifed  him  to  divide 
the  country  betwixt  him  and  counfellor  Roc*  I^ 
performance  of  which  promife  the  ftate  here  by 
diredlion  out  of  England  perfuaded  counfdtor 
Roe  to  furrendcr  his  patent,  which  he  did,  and 
thereupon  fet  down  a  divifion  of  the  country,  «!• 
lotting  the  greater  portion  to  Co'-connaught,  ac- 
cording to  which  divifion,  they  have  fincc  held 
their  fcx^eral  portions  ;  but  hitherto  they  bavcno 
letters  patents^  my  lord  deputy  having  made  ftay 
thereof,  till  he  had  feen  and  underftood  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  and  eftaWiftied  a  competent  numb^^ 
of  freeholders  there,  which  will  be  more  convenient- 
ly and  eafily  cflTeacd  now,  while  the  land  isinhifi 
majefty's  difpofition,  than  it  wduld  be,  ifthofe 

Irifli  lords  had  cftatcs  executed  or  paft  unto  thto» 

Upon 
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Upon  thefe  terms  ftood  the  dlates  of  the  chief 
lords  of  Fermanagh.  But  tomcbing  the  inferior 
gentlemen  and  inhat>ttant8,  ic  was  not  certainly 
known  to  the  ftate  here,  whether  they  were  only 
tenants  at  will  to  the  chief  lords  (whereof  the 
uncertain  cutting  which  the  lords  u&d  i^^onthem 
might  be  an  argument)  or  whether  they  were  free- 
holdersy  yielding  of  right  to  the  chief  landlord 
certain  rents  and  (ervices,  as  many  of  them  do  al* 
i^gCt  affirming  that  the  Iri(h  cutting  was  but  an 
ufurpation,  and  a  wrong.  This  was  a  point 
wherein  the  lord  deputy  imd  council  did  much  ' 
defire  to  be  refolved,  the  rcTolution  whereof  would 
give  them  much  light  how  to  make  a  juft  and 
equal  divifion  of  the  country,  and  to  fettle  every 
particular  inhabitant  thereof.  Thus  much  touch- 
ing the  eftate  of  Fermanagh* 

hs    for    Cavan,    otherwife    called,    Breny 
OT^^cilye,  or  O'Rcilyc's  Country,  the  late  trou- 
bles had  fo  unfettled  the  pofTeilions  thereof,  which 
indeed  were  never  well  diftinguilhed  and  efta- 
blilhed,  as  it  was  doubtful  in  whom  the  chiefry 
of  that  country  retted,  or  if  the  chief  lord  had 
been  known,  yet  was  it  as  uncertain  what  demefnes 
or  duties  he  ought  to  have,  and  for  the  particular 
tenants,  they  were  fo  many  times  removed  and 
ge£ted,  ai  thd^  title  and  polTeflton  were  as  doubt- 
fiil  as  the  lords.    True  it  is,  that  Sir  John  Ferrot, 
being  deputy,  purposed  the  reformation  and  fet- 
tfiog  of  this  country,  and  to  that  end  indentures 
were  drawn  between  himfelf,  in  behalf  of  the  late 
queen,  on  the  one  part,  and  Sir  John  0*Reilye, 
tbe  chief  lord  of  the  country,  on  the  other  part , 
whereby  Sir  John  O'Reilye  did  covenant  to  furrcn- 
der  the  whole  unto  the  queen,  and  Sir  John  Fer- 
rot 
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rot  on  the  other  part  did  covenant  that  letters  pa- 
tents (hould  be  made  unto  him  of  the  whole ;  how- 
bcit  there  followed  no  effect  of  this,  for  neither 
was  thereany  furrendermadeby  Sir  JohnO'Reilye's, 
neither  was  there  any  patent  granted  unto  him 
during  Sir  John  Pcrrot*stime ;  marry  afterwards, 
when  the  Utt  lord  chancellor  and  Sir  Henry  Wal- 
lop were  lords  juftices,  certain  commanders  wert 
i'cnt  down  to  divide  the  country  into  baronies,  and 
to  ftttfe  tlie '  chief  fepls  and  families  therein ; 
which  they  did  in  this  manner.    The  whole  coun- 
try being  divided  into  fcven  baronies,  they  affigncd 
two  to  Sir  John  O'Reilye  free  from  all  country 
charges  and  contHbutions ;  a  third  barony  they 
allotted  to  PWlip  O'Reilye,  brother  to  Sir  John 
O'Reilye ;  a  fourth  to  Edmond  O'Reilyc,  uncle 
to  Sir  John  O'Reilye  ;  a  fifth  to  the  fons  of  one 
Hugh  O'Reilye,  furnamcd  the  Prior ;  and  out  of 
the  three  baronies,  whereof  Sir  John  O'Reilye  was 
not  poffeiTed,  they  rcferved  unto  him  a  chief  rent 
of  ten  (hillings^  out  of  every  poll,  (being  a  por- 
tion of  land  containing  fixty  acres,  or  thereabouts) 
in  lieu  of  all  IrHh  cuttings  and  taxes.     As  for  the 
other  two  baronies  poffeffcd   by    the  fepts  of 
M^Kernan  and  M*GaurolI,    being  remote,  and 
bordering  upon    O'Rork's  country,   they   were 
negleded,  and  left  fubjed  dill  to  the  Iri(h  exac- 
tions of  the    chief   lord.      But  to    the  cro^vn 
they    rcferved    upon   the    whole   country    two 
hundred  and  twenty  beeves,  which  the  deputy 
ever  fmce  hath  taken  for  his  provifion.     This  di- 
vifionoreilablifliment  was  made  and  reduced  to 
writing  as  one  of  the  commiffioners,  who  is  yet 
living,  told  nje;  who  told  me  withal  that  they 
were  well  paid  for  their  pains ;  for  he  that  had 
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leaft,  had  one  hundred  fat  bacons  given  him  by 
the  country  ;  yet  cannot  we  find  any  return  for 
thiscommiflion,  either  in  the  coypcil  b^ook,  or  in, 
the  chancery ;  fo  as  hitherto  there  were  only  pro- 
jects made  for  the  fettling  of  the  country,  but 
nothing  was  really  or  cfFcAuaUy  done;  none  of 
the  rules  or  ceremonies  of  the  law  obfervcd,  either 
by  accepting  furrenders,  or  regranting  the  land 
back  again,  or  by  any  other  lawful  conveyance, 
or  execution  of  efiates. 

After  this.  Sir  J6t\n  O'Reilye  died  in  rebellion; 
whereupon  his  brother,  Philip  O'Rcilye,  took 
"pon  him  the  name  of  0*Reilye,  and  poflefled 
hitnfelf  of  the  country  as  tanift  and  chief  lord, 
according  to  the  Irifli  cuftom,  and  being  fo  pof* 
feifed  was  (lain  in  rebellion.  After  his  death, 
Edmond  O'Reilye,  his  uncle,  entered  in  like  man- 
^,  and  was  killed  in  adtual  rebellion ;  fince  the 
death  of  Edmond  none  of  that  fept  was  elefted 
or  created  O'Reilye,  but  the  chiefry  of  the  coun- 
try flood  doubtful  till  the  end  of  the  wars. 

Then  a  niece  of  the  earl  of  Ormond's,  being 
»be  widow  of  MuUinora  0*Rcilye  (eldcft  fon  of 
Sir  John  O'Reilye,  which  Mullinora  had  been  al- 
^a)s  loyal,  and  was  flain  on  the  queen's  part) 
ftppofing  that  Sir  John  O'Reilye  held  the  country 
by  grant  from  the  late  queen  (which  indeed  he 
never  had)  caufed  an  inquifition  to  be  taken^^ 
thereby  it  was  found  that  Sir  John  O'Reilye  was 
ieifed  of  the  country  in  fee,  and  died  feifed, 
after  whofe  death  the  country  defcended  to  Mul- 
linora, who  like  wife  died  feifed,  his  heir  being 
within  age,  aitdin  his  majcfty 'sward;  and  there- 
upon (he  made  fuit  to  Sir  George  Carew,.  then  lord 
deputy,  as  well  for  the  grant  of  the  waird(hip,.as 
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lor  t!ie  aflignment  of  her  dower;  whereas  Indeed 
the  land  never  defeended  according  to  the  coorfe 
of  the  common  law^  but  was  ever  held  by  tan- 
iilry,  according  to  the  Irifli  cuftoro,  wlwrcby 
there  could  grow  nettfaer  wardfhip  nor  dower ; 
for  the  tanift  coming  in  by  ek£tion,  neither  did 
his  heir  ever  inherit,  neither  was  his  wife  ever  en- 
dowed .  Howbek  Sir  George  did  affign  to  her  the 
third  part  of  tht  profit  of  the  country,  and  gave 
her  withal  the  cuftody  of  the  body  of  her  fon, 
but  the  cuftody  of  die  land,  during  the  king's 
pleafure,  he  committed  to  the  care  of  one  Mui- 
finora  O'Reilye,  great  uncle  to  the  fuppofed 
ward,  whereof  the  poor  gentleman  halh  made 
httle  benefit ;  becaufe  not  being  created  OHeflye 
by  them^  they  would  not  fuffer  him  to  cutaad 
fxadt  like  an  Engliih  lord,  neither  would  they 
fuffer  him  to  receive  the  eftaUifhment  made  by 
the  commlflioners,  becaufe  it  had  been  brcdcen 
and  rejected  by  Philip  and  Edmond,  who  fitbeace 
held  the  country  as  tanifts,  or  Irifh  cheftains. 
fit  thefe  uncertain  terms  ftood  the  pofition  of 
Brcny,  which  we  now  call  the  county  of  Cavas. 
I  riiought  it  not  impertinent  to  (hew  unlo  your 
lordfhip  how  unlcttled  the  poffeffion  of  thofc 
countries  were,  before  my  lond  deputy  began  his 
journey,  that  it  may  appear  how  needful  it  was 
that  the  ford  deputy  fhould  defcend  in  perfon  to 
vffit  thofe  countries ;  whereby  he  might  have  op- 
portunity to  dtfcover  and  undferftand  the  true  and 
particular  eftate  both  of  the  polTeflions  and  pof- 
fellbrs  thereof,  before  he  gave  warrants  for  pac- 
ing the  fame  by  letters  patents  unto  any,  and 
thareby^  prevent  that  error  which  halh  formerly 
been  committed  in  palfing  a?f  Tyrone  to  one^  and 
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TyroDiinel  to  floother,  and  two  other  Urge  terri* 
Cories  to  CDoghcrty  and  Randal  M^Sor^,  whb* 
o«t  any  rcfpc^k  of  the  king'b  poor  fubjeae,  who 
inhiUl  end  hold  the  lands  under  them »  wherebjr 
t^ifaUttltea  are  imde  Httk  Idnga,  6t  rather  ty« 
vMta  over  them,  in  fo  o^uch  as  tbey  now  bong 
wooed  and  prayed  by  the  ftaiet  cannot  yet  be 
dfliwn  to  make  fiireehoidert  for  the  iennee  of  the 
commoawealtb^  whieh  before  the  paffing  of  th<^ 
jMtenti^  th^  wouM  e^adly  and  humbly  have 
yMod  unto. 

The  efiate  therefore  of  die  three  coaattea  before 
nimed  ftanding  in  fuch  terma  aa  I  have  before 
^xpreflbd^  my  lord  deputy,  aeeompanied  with  the 
loni  ohanoellor,  the  lord  ehldf  jufttce,  Sir  OKver 
iambert,  and  Sir  Garret  Moore,  and  being  alfo 
waiitd  upon  by  myftlf,  who  was  for  the  fervice 
Joined  in  commlflfion  of  aifize,  and  gaol  delivery 
with  (fee  ehlefjuftice,  began  his  journey  the  15th 
day  oT  My,  1606,  being  Saturday,  and  lodged 
that  tligkt  and  the  next  at  the  abbey  of  Mellifont, 
Si  Oifret  Moore^s  houfe ;  on  Monday  night  his 
IwMltp  camped  in  the  field  upon  the  borders  of 
ftmey,  wWch  is  the  inheritance  of  the  earl  of 
Bft(,  and  aH)ett  we  were  to  pafs  through  the 
vAcSk  and  vileft  parts  of  the  North,  yet  had  we 
only  for  our  gnard  fix  or  feven  fcore  foot,  and 
fil^  or  fixty  horfe,  which  is  an  argument  of  a 
goad  Ifene,  and  a  confident  deputy.  For  in  former 
times,  (when  theftate  enJo3red  the  beft  peace  and 
fscnrity)  no  lord  deputy  did  ever  adventure  him- 
i<df  kito  thoTe  parts  without  an  army  of  800  or 
1900  men.  The  third  night  after  our  departure 
from  Mellifont,  we  came  to  the  town  of  Mo- 
nigban,  which  doth  not  defcrve  the  name  of  a 
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good  village,  confifting  of  divers  fcattere^  cabbini 
or  cottages,  whereof  the  tnoft  part  are  po&ifed 
by  the  caft  foldiers  of  that  garrifoD^  in  the  north - 
weft  part,,  whereof  there  is  a  iittle  fort,  winch  is 
kept  by  the  foot  company  of  Sir  Edward  Blayoey, 
i;rbo  is  fenefchal  or  governor  of  that  county  l^ 
patent:    In  the  midft  of  this  village  there  is  t 
foundation  of*  a  new  caftk,  which  being  raifed 
ten  or  twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  and  fo  left 
and  negkdted  for  the  fpacc  almoft  of  two  years,  is 
now  ready  to  fall  into  ruin  again ;  albeit  his  ms- 
jefty's  charge  in  building  hath  bten  already  iiux I* 
at  lead.    My  lord  deputy  was  as  much  difplcsfed 
at  the  fight  hereof,  as  the  chief  lords  of  the  coun- 
try are  pleafed  and  comforted  therewith ;  bccalift 
if  it  were  ereded  and  fini(hed  in  that  ftHtn  as  was 
intended,  it  would  at  all  times  be  a  bridle  to  their 
infolency.    For  the  M^Mahons  undoubtedly  sre 
the  moft  proud  and  barbarous  fept  among  the 
Irilh,  and  do  ever  fooneft  repine,  and  kick,  and 
fpurn  at  the  Englilh  government.     My  lord  de- 
puty having  pitched  his  tent  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  town,  did  prefently,  diftinguilh  the 
bufinefs  that  was  to  be  done,  the  determining 
thematter3.of  the  crown;  and  the  hearing  all  pci- 
fpnal  petitions  touching  debt  and  treipafs,  hckft 
wholly  to  the  juftices  of  aifize,  and  gaol  delWeryt 
and  referved  only  to  himfclf  and  the  lord  chancel- 
lor, the  confideration  of  fuch  petitions  as  ibould 
be  made  unto  him,  touching  the  lands  and  poflef' 
fions  of  that  county  ;  which  bufinefs,  becaufc  it 
was  the  principal,  and  taken  in  hand  by  my  io[d 
deputy  himfelf,  I  will  firft  trouble  your  lordftip 
with  the  relation  thereof. 
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His  lordftiip  firft  propounded  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  country  two  principal  queftions  in 
writing,  viz.  Firft,  what  lands  they  were  at  that 
initant  poifefled  of;  and  fecondly^  what  lands 
they  claimed  eiihcr  by  patent  from  the  crown,  or 
by  promife  from  the  ftatc.     When  they  had  given 
their  fcveral  anfwcrs  to  thefe  queftions,  my  lord 
deputy  thought  meet  toinform  himfelf  of  the  par- 
ticular cftate  of  the  country,  by  perufing  the  book 
of  divifion  made  by  Sir  William  Fitz-Williams, 
which  remaining  among  the  rolls  in  the  chancery, 
the  lord  chancellor  had  brought  with  him  of  pur- 
pofe  For  this  fcrvice.    By  that  book  it  did  appear, 
that  the  county  of  Monaghan  was  divided  into  five 
baronies,  viz.  Dartrey,  Monaghan,  Cremorne, 
Trough,  and  Donamayne.    That  thefe  five  ba- 
ronies contain  an  hundred  Ballybetaghs,  viz.  Dar- 
trey 21,  Monaghan  ai,  Cremorne  22,  Trough 
15)  and  Donamayne  2 1 .   That  every  ballibetagh 
(which  fignificth  in  the  Irilh  tongue  a  town  able 
to  maintain  hofpitality)  contain  16  taths,  each 
fath  containeth  60  Englifli  acres,  or  thereabouts ; 
fo  as  every  ballibetagh  containeth  960  acres,  the 
extent  of  the  whole  containing  100  ballibetaghs, 
is  96000  acres,  befides  the  church  lands.    All 
this  country,  albeit  it  were  rcfumed  and  vefted 
actually  in  the  crown  by  the  a£t  of  attainder  of 
Shane  0*Neal,  riotwithftanding  the  M'Mahons 
being  ftill  permitted  to  hold  the  pofleflion,  no 
man  fought  to  have  any  grant  thereof,  until  Wal* 
ter,  carl  of  Eflcx,  obtained  the  whole  barony  of 
Donamaine  (olherwife  called  the  Fcrly  and  Clan- 
kavel)  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  ;  and  afterwards, 
upon   the  execution  of  Hugh  Roe  M*Mahon, 
chief  of  his  name,  Sir  William  Fitz-Williams 
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divided  and  difpofisd  the  other  baronies  in  this 
manner.  In  the  Dartrcy  five  ballibetaghs  were 
granted  in  demefne  unto  Bryan  M^Hugh  Oge 
M^Mahon,  then  reputed  chief  of  his  name,  and 
the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  rendering  30 1.  rent, 
vi?.  61-  for  every  ballibetagh,  the  other  1 6  ballibe- 
taghs were  divided  among  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  that  barony,  fomc  having  a  greater  portion  al- 
lotted, and  fomc  a  iefs-,  hbwbcit  every  one  did 
render  a  yearly- rent  of  aos.  out  of  every  tath, 
whereof  la  s.  6d.  was  granted  to  Bryan  M*Hugb 
Oge  M*Mahon,  as  a  chief  rent  in  lieu  of  all 
other  duties,  aad  7s.  6d.  was  refcrved  to  the 
crown ;  which  plot  was  obferved  in  every  of  the 
other  baronies,  fo  as  out  of  every  ballibetagh  con- 
taining fixteea  tatht,  the  lord  had  10 1.  and  the 
king  61. 

InMonadian,Ro{sBaneM*Mahon  had  like- 
wife  five  balliBetaghs  gmnted  unto  him,  with  the 
like  efiate,  rendering  to  the  queen  30 1.  rent,  and 
the  like  chief  rent,  as  aforefaid,  out  of  nine  bally- 
betaghs  morc^  and  in  the  fame  barony  Panicle 
M* Alt  Moyle^bad  three  ballybctaghs  allotted  unto 
him  with  the  like  cftate,  rendering  18 1  rent  to 
the  queen,  and  :^he  like  chief  rent  out  of  tlic 
othjsr  four. 

In  Cremorne,  jEver  M^Colla  M*Mahon,  who 
w^  the  firft  of  that  name  that  entered  into  the 
lat^  rebellion,  and  is  now  farmer  to  my  lord  of 
Effex  of  ^  all  his  lands  in  that  county,  had  five 
ballybet^is  in  demefne  granted  unto  him,  and 
the  heirs  males' of  his  body,  rendering  50I.  tent 
to  the  crown,  and  the  like  chief  rent  out  of  twelve 
dtherballybttaghaii  and  in  the  fan«  barony  one 
Patrick  Dnflfc  M^Collt  M^Mahon  had  twdial- 
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lybetaghfl  and  an  half  affighed  to  him  iii  demefne, 
rendering  1 5I.  rcnt^  and  the  like  chief  rent  out!  of 
tifb  other  baronies  and  a  half. 

Ih.thfe  Trough  containing  only  fifteen  bally- 
bttighs,  PitrickM'Kcnna  had  three  ballytaghs, 
and  twelve  taths  in  demefne,  gven  unto  him,  with 
the  like  eftate  rendering  zz\.  rent  as  aforefaid^ 
^nd  the  Hkc  chief  rent  out  of  the  feven  other  bally- 
tetaghs,  and' in  the  fame  bdrony  one  Bryan  0%t 
M*Mahbwhe,  brother  to  Hugh  Roe*,  who  was 
executed  arid  the  Kke  eftate  granted  unto  him  in 
three  ballybetaghs,  rendering  18L  rent  in  like 
ntanntr,  and  the  like  chief  rent  out  of  two  other 
ballybetaghs,  and  under  this  condition,  that  if 
the  pitfcnlccs  or  their  afGgnal,  did  not  within  five 
yeark  build  a  caftle  upott  fome  part  of  this  land, 
com^ihed  in  th^  jpatfents,  theirfeverdgrtotstobe 
void. 

Thui^  it  appeared,  that  thefe  four  baronies  were 
then  beftdWed  amon^  the  chief  lords  or  gentlemen 
of  thdt  county,  and  as  they  had  their  demefne  and 
rchts  allotted  urito  them,  fo  the  inferior  inhabit- 
ants, which  >Vere  fo  many  in  number,  as  it  is  not 
fit  to  trouble  your  lordlbip  with  the  lift  of  their 
partieuhr  names,  w^re  all  named  in  the  book  of 
divifion,  and  had  their  feveral  portions  of  land 
granted  unto  them,  and  to  their  heirs ;  howbeit 
the  eftates  itade  to  thefepetty  freeholders  were  not 
fubje£t  to  ally  conditions  to  defeat  the  fame,  but 
only  to  a  nomspe  pent  for  non  payment  df  the  fe* 
vcral  rents ;  whereds  in  evety  graht  made  to  iht 
lords,  there  was  a  threefold  provifo,  viz.  that  If 
any  of  them  took  Upon  him  the  rtarne  of  M*Ma"* 
hon,  or  did  fail  bf  payment  cJf  thci  qufefen*s  rent, 
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or  entered  into  rebellion,  and  were  thereof  at- 
tainted^  their  letters  patents  (hould  be  void. 

Thus  the  temporal  lands  were  difpofed.     For 
the  church  land,  the  abbey  of  Climis,  which  was 
the  only  abbey  of  any  value  in  that  county,  was 
formerly  demifcd  to  Sir  Henry  Duke  for  years ; 
but  the  reft  of  the  fpiritual  lands,  which  the  Irifli 
call  Termons,  they  were  granted  tofundry  fervi- 
tors  rendering  los.  to  the  crown  for  every  tath ; 
which,  out  of  all  the  church  lands,  amounted  to 
70L   per   annum,  or  thereabouts;  but  as  wel 
thefe  patentees,  as  the  former,  did  all  fail  in  per- 
formance of  the  conditions,  whereupon  their  fe- 
veral  eftates  depended ;  fo  as  there  wanted  nothing 
but  an  ofHce  to  be  found  thereof  for  the  making 
void  of  all  their  patents ;  and  therefore  as  foon  as 
the  (late  of  the  pofTeiUons  of  this  country  did  ap- 
pear unto  my  lord  deputy  to  ftand  in  fuch  fort  as 
is  before  exprcflcd,   his  lordfliip  forthwith  com- 
manded me  to  draw  a  fpecial  commilfion  directed 
among  others  to  the  chief  juftice,  and  myfelf,  to 
enquire  as  well  of  the  breach  of  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  grants  before  mentioned,  as  alfo  of 
all  efcheated  and  concealed  lands  in  the  county. 
Accordingly  the  commiflion  was  drawn,  and  feal- 
cd  in  the  hamper,  in  the  execution  whereof  we  im- 
pannelled  as  many  of  the  patentees  themfelves  as 
appeared  at  the  felTions,  to  enquire  of  the  articles 
contained  in  the  commiffion,  fo  as  they  them- 
felves found  their  own  letters  patents  void,  fomc 
for  non-payment  of  the  king's  rent,  and  others 
for  not  building  of  caftles  within  the  time  pre- 
f<;ribed;  bcfidcs  they  found  divers  of  the  infe- 
rior freeholders  to  have  been  flain  in  the  late  re- 
bellion, whereby  eight  or  nine  ballybetaghs  ef- 
cheated 
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cheated  to  the  crown,  every  ballybctagh  (is  I  faid 
before)  containing  960  acrcs^  or  thereabouts; 
which  office  being  found,  there  retted  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  crown  the  greateft  part  of  that 
county. 

This  being  done,  my  lord  deputy  entered  into 
council,  in  what  manner  he  might  beft  difpofe 
and  refeUle  the  fame  again,  according  to  his  in* 
fimdtions  received  out  of  England  in  that  behalf; 
wherein  albeit  his  lordfliip  did  refolve  to  determine 
of  nothing  finally  before  his  return  to  Dublin, 
wherewith  the  reft  of  the  council  be  propofed  to 
digeft  all  the  bufmefs  of  his  journey ;  yet  having 
an  intent  to  make  fome  alteration  of  the  former 
divifion,  his  lordttiip  acquainted  the  principal 
gentlemen  and  lords  therewith,  moving  them  to 
give  their  free  confents  thereunto,  to  the  end  that 
thofe  fmall  alterations  might  not  breed  any  dif- 
ference or  difcord  among  them ;  fo  thereupon  his 
lordfhip  did  in  a  manner  conclude,  that  Bryan  ^ 

M'Hugh  Oge  Ihould  be  reftored  to  all  that  he  had 
by  the  former  divifion,  except  one  or  two  bally* 
betaghs,  which  he  was  well  contented  (hould  he 
difpofed  to  two  young  children,  his  near  kinfmen; 
for  which  he  was  permitted  to  receive  recompence 
out  of  the  land  efcheated  within  his  barony. 

That  Patrick  M'Art  Moyle  (hould  likewife  be 
reftored  in  integnm^  howbeit  he  was  not  well 
contented  therewith ;  alledging,  that  my  lord  lieu- 
tenant, when  he  received  him  to  grace  promifed 
to  make  him  equal  in  pojQTeflions  with  Bryan 
M'Hugh  Oge ;  but  my  lord  deputy  found  an  eafy 
way  to  perform  that  promife.  Notwjthftanding 
his  lordlhip  defigned  unto  him  one  ballybetagh 
more,  being  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Trough^ 
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whjdi  lying  upon  ^  border  of  Tyropc  hajh 
been  pofle^d  of  late  by  the  ear),  who  pretendeth 
that  it  is  parcc}!  of  his  Coqntries. 

That  Kofs  Bane  M^M^hown  ^ould  ilkewifc  be 
eftablKhed  in  all  his  former  pofTeffions,  one  bally- 
betagh  excepted,  ,  ^hich  he  franl^ly  gave  to  pne 
of  his  kinfmpn^ho  was  forgotten  in  tte  ^ft  di- 
vifion. 

That  Patrick  M'Kcnna  and  Bryan  Oge  M^Ma- 
hon  (hould  hold  all  their  lands  and  r^nts  with- 
out any  alteration  at  all.    Bqt  the  greateft  change 
was  to  be  rnade  in  the  barony  qf  Cremorne, 
the  grcateft  part  whereof  was  by  the  forn>f r  di- 
vifion  affigned  to  Ever  M'Colla,   who  not^ith- 
ftanding  nercr  enjoyed  any  part  ;hereo,  becaufe 
that  one  Art  M'Rory  M'Mahon,  an  aAive  and 
defperate  fellow,   who  had  a  very  fmall  portion 
given  him  by  Sir  William  Fitz- Williams,  making 
claim  to  that  whole  barony  did  ever  fince  by  ftrong 
hand  withhold  the  poffeffion  thereof  from  Ever 
M*ColIa';  therefore  not  without  confent  of  Ever 
himfelf,  his  lordfliip  affigned  to  Art  M'Rorye  five 
ballybetaghs  in  that  barony ;  and  becaufe  a  place 
called  Ballylurgan,  containing  two  bailybetagl^s, 
lyeth  in  the  midway  between  Monaghan  and  the 
Newry,  which  two  towns  are  dift^nt  the  one  from 
the  other  twenty-four  miles  ^  arid  for  as  much  as 
Monaghan  being  an  inland  town,  cannot  be  fup- 
plied  with  visuals,  but  from  the  Newry,  and  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  in  time  of  war,  to 
convey  vifSkuals  twenty-four  miles,   having  no 
place  of  fafety  to  reft  in  by  the  \yay,  therefore  his 
lordfliip  thought  it  very  neccflary  for  the  fervicc 
of  the  eft  ate,  to  reftrve  thofe  two  ballybetaghs, 
and  to  pafs  fome  el^ate  thereof  to  the  governor  of 
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Monagbdn,  who  doth  undertake  wkbin  (bort  time 
to  build  a  caftle  thereupon  at  hie  own  charges. 
Thefe  fevw  ballibetaghs  being  refumed  firomEver 
M^ColJa,  he  hath  ^t  allotted  unto  him  and  his 
fons  in  demefne,  and  in  chiefry  ten  balMbetaghs, 
or  thereabouts ;  albeit  Patrick  Duflfe  M^Colla  his 
kinfman^  doth  dill  hold  his  five  ballibetaghs  ac- 
cording to  the  firft  divifion.  This  reiumption 
wa^  made  upon  Ever  M^Colla  for  two  caufes, 
firft  in  regard  die  fiate  (hall  not  put  him  in  quiet 
poflelBon  of  a  good  part  of  that  barony,  whereas 
before  he  did  not  enjoy  any  part  thereof:  fecondly, 
becaufe  he  holdeth  a  whole  barony  in  farm  from 
my  lord  of  Eflex,  wherein  he  hath  fo  good  a  pen- 
nyworth, as  he  is  grown  fince  the  wars  to  be  of 
greater  wealth  than  all  the  reft  of  his  name  be- 
fides. 

This  much  was  intended  fpr  the  principal 
geatlcmen  and  lords  of  the  country.  As  for  the 
petty  frecholderis,  fuch  of  them  as  have  furvivod 
the  wars,  and  not  being  attainted,  have  been  fmce 
pardoned,  do  owe  good  eftates  in  law  ftili,  and 
need  only  to  be  eftabliftied  in  their  feveral  poifef- 
fions,  all  which  his  lordftiip  hath  a  purpofe  to  do 
by  a  general  order ;  but  the  lands  of  fuch  as  were 
flain  in  rebellion,  his  lordfliip allotted  two  or  three  ^ 
ballibetaghs  thereof,  lying  in  the  barony  of  Mo-  ^ 

naghan,  unto  divers  caft  foldiers  dwelling  in  that 
poor  town,  which  will  be  a  good  flrength  to  that 
garrifon,  the  remnant  being  fcattercd  in  other  ba-  v 

ronies,  his  lordlhip  hath  difpofed  to  fuch  of  the  in-        \  \ 
habitants  as  were  commended  for  their  inclination         '  \ 
to  prove  civil  and  loyal  fubje^ts.    Lafily,  the  pa- 
tentees of  the  fpiritual  or  itrmoa  lands  mak'mg 
fuit  to  his  lordftiip  to  be  reftored  to  their  feveral 
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portions  granted  to  ihcm  upon  the  former  divifion, 
his  lordftiip  thought  fit  to  extend  the  like  favour 
unto  them  Iriihrie.  And  this  is  thecfFe(ft  of  that 
bufmefs,  which  his  lordfhip  refervcd  unto  himfclf, 
wherein  his  lordlhip  doth  make  this  a  year  of 
jubilee  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  county  of 
Monaghan,  becaufe  every  man  (hall  return  to  his 
own  houfe,  be  reftored  to  his  ancient  poffeffions, 
and  withal  have  the  arrear  of  his  rent  to  the  king 
remitted ;  which  is  indeed  a  great  matter,  for  the 
arrear  of  this  county  doth  amount  to  6000I.  at 
leaft. 

Touching  the  fervices  performed  in  this  county 
by  thejufticesof  affize,  albeit  they  found  few  pri- 
foners  in  the  gaol,  the  moft  part  being  bailed  by 
Sir  Edward  Blaney,  to  the  end  the  fort  where 
the  gaol  is  kept  might  not  be  peftered  with  them, 
yet  when  fuch  as  were  bailed  came  in  upon  their 
recognizance,  the  number  was  greater  than  we 
expcfted.  One  grand  jury  wasfo  wellchofen,  ^s 
they  found  with  good  expedition  all  the  bills  of 
indidlment  true :  but  on  the  other  fide,  the  juries 
that  were  impannelled  for  trial  of  the  prifoncrs, 
did  acquit  them  as  faft,  and  found  them  not 
guilty  ;  which,  whether  it  were  done  for  favourer 
for  fear,  it  is  hard  to  fudge  ;  for  the  whole  coun- 
ty, confiding  of  three  or  four  names  only,  name- 
ly, M^Mahon,  M^Kenna,  M*Cabe,  and  O'Con- 
nolly,  the  chief  was  ever  of  one  of  thofe  names, 
and  of  thefe  names  this  jury  did  confift,  fo  as  it 
was  impoflible  to  try  him  but  by  his  kinfmen  j 
and  therefore  it  is  probable,  that  the  malefadlors 
were  acquitted  for  fi^vour ;  but  on  the  other  part 
we  were  induced  to  think,  that  fear  might  be  the 
caufe ;  forafmuch  as  the  poor  people  feemcd  very 
>  unwilling 
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unwilling  to  be  fworn  of  juries,  alledging,  that  if 
they  condemned  any  man,  his  friends  in  revenge 
would  rob,  or  burn,  or  kill  them  for  it ;  and 
that  the  like  mifchief  bad  happened  to  divers 
jurorft  fmce  the  laft  feifions  holden  there ;  fuch  ia 
the  barbarous  malice  and  impiety  of  thefe  people : 
notwithftanding  when  we  had  puniflied  one  jury 
with  good  round  fines  and  imprifonment,  for  ac* 
quitting  fome  prifoners  contrary  to  dire£t  and 
pregnant  evidence,  another  jury  being  impannell- 
ed  for  trials  of  others,  found  two  notorious  male- 
faftors  guilty,  whereof  one  was  a  notable  thief,  and 
the  other  a  receiver  of  thieves,  both  Which  were 
prefently  executed,  and  their  execution  ftruck 
fome  terror  into  the  bed  men  in  the  country  i  for 
the  beef  which  they  eat  in  their  houfes,  is  for  the 
mod  part  (tolen  out  of  theEngli(h  pale  ^  and  for 
that  purpofe  every  one  of  them  kecpeth  a  cun- 
ning thief,  which  he  calleth  his  caterer.  Bryan 
Oge  M*Mahon,  and  Art  M*Rorye,  two  of  the 
pintncipal  gentlemen  before  named,  were  indidted 
for  the  receiving  of  fuch  Healths  ^  but  they  ac- 
knowledging their  faults  upon  their  knees  before 
the  lord  deputy,  had  their  pardon  granted  unto 
them  5  fo,  as  I  beh'eve,  ftolcn  flefti  will  not  be  fo 
fwcct  unto  them  hereafter. 

When  we  had  delivered  the  giiol,  we  impan- 
ncllcd  another  jury  to  enquire  of  the  ft  ate  of  the 
church  in  that  county,  giving  them  thefe  fpecial 
articles  it)  charge,  viz.  how  many  parifh  churches 
there  were  in  that  county  ?  who  were  patrons?  who 
were  incumbents  ?  which  of  the  churches  were 
fufficiently  repaired,  and  what  decayed  ?  of  what 
yearly  value  they  were  f  what  glebe,  tythes,  or 
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iQtbcr  duties,  belong^  un^  every  church  i  and 
«ho  took  the  profits  thereof. 

Tbi3  we  did  by  virtue  of  that  great  ^omaiiffion 
avhtch  was  fent  out  of  England  about  tw^ve 
jnoRthsfince;  whereby  the  conuniiBoncrs  have 
lHith<»ity  among  other  things  to  enquire  of  tbefe 
points,    and  thereupon  to  take  order  for  the 
re-edifying  and  repairing  of  thedmrches,  and  for 
the  placing  of  fumcient  incumbents  therein.  Tlus 
point  of  that  commiiffion  was  not  before  time  put 
in  execution  any  where,  albeit  it  was  fundry  times 
moved  at  the  coundl  table,  that  foofiewhat  might 
be  done  therein.    But  the  biihops  that  fit  at  that 
board,   being  not  very  well  pieafcd,  that  lay- 
men fhould  intermeddle  with  ecclefiaftieal  mat- 
ters, did  ever  anfwer  that  motion  in  this  manner, 
**  Let  us  alone  with  that  bufmefs,  take  you  no 
**  care  for  that,  we  will  fee  it  effefted  we  warrant 
*'  you."    Notwithftanding  there  hath  been   fo 
little  care  taken  as  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
churches  within  the  pale  lie  ftill  in  their  ruins :  for  as 
the  common  people  (whereof  many  without  doubt 
would  conform  themfelves)  have  no  place  to  re- 
fort  unto,  where  they  may  hear  divine  fervice,  this 
confideration  moved  us  to  enquire  of  the  ftate  of 
the  church  in  thefe  unrcformed  counties ;  the  in- 
quifition  prefentcd  unto  us  in  this  county  was  In 
Latin,  becaufe  the  principal  jurors  were  vicars 
and  clerks ;  it  appeared  that  the  churches  for  the 
moft  part  are  utterly  wafte,  that  the  king  is  pa- 
tron of  all,  and  that  the  incumbents  are  popilh 
priefts,   inftituted  by  biihops,  authorized  from 
Rome.    Yet  many  of  them,  like  our  old  priefts 
of  queen  Mary's  time  in  England,  ready  to  yield 
conformity.    When  we  had  received  this  parti- 
cular 
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c#inforn;i$tiQn,jt  w|is  ^hoygb^  pKiict.  Ip  refcryp 
it,  and  fufpead.^nd  flay  all  pwjceediRgs  tli^^ 
upon  until  the  bi&op  of  Derry,,Rfly>hoe,  aQ4 
Cl(^her  (which  three  dioccfo  coiijprehciided  t)^ 
|r?ateft  part  of-lJ)fta:^  albeit  they, be  now  uait^ 
lor  oQcmm*s  beDefit)  (hall  arrive  out  of  png^^Qd; 
whofeabfeoce,  heipg  two  years  fioce  he  ^yasf^left- 
cd  by  his  m^jefty,  hath  been  the  chief  caufe  that 
nopourfc  hath  hitherto  been  taken  to  reduce  this  ' 
poor  people  to  f^^iriftianity,  znd  Xk&^fotie  nu^m 


Lallly,  for  Jthe  civil  government  of  this  c^punty, 
we  made  fcveral  orders  ;  firft,  for  the  building  of  a 
gaol  and  feffions-hpufc  we  impofed  a  tax  upon  the 
county  (by  confent  of  the  chief  gentlemen  and 
freeholders)  of  jpl.Jfcr.  aikl  for  wc  furplyfage  of 
the  charge  we  moved  my  lord  deputy  and  council 
to  promife  an  allowance  put  of  the  fines  and  ca- 
sualties df  that  county.  Next  for  the  erecting  of 
afreefchool,  aijd  maintenance  of  a  fchoolmafter 
inMpn^ghan,  we  prevailed  with  the  chief  lords 
fofar,  as  they  yielded  to  contribute  aol  a  year 
^0  that  ufe;  finally,  \^e  received  and  enlarged 
Sundry  former  orders  made  for  the  mending  of 
highways,  clearing  of  places,  ^nd  bringing  of 
%  and  idle  men  to  juftice,  8cc. 

This  is  the  efFe£k  of  all  our  proceedings  in  the 
county  of  Monaghan. 

From  Monaghan  we  went  the  firft  night  to  the 
^ins  of  the  abbey  of  Clonays,  where  we  camped ; 
and  paffing  from  thence  through  ways  almoft  im- 
Paflable  for  our  carriages  by  reafon  of  the  woo4s 
and  bogs,  we  came  the  fecond  night  after  to 
the  fouthfide  pf  Lougherne,  and  pitched  our 
tents  ovq:  agajnft  tl^e  iflaixd  of  pevewfli,  a  place 
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being  prepared  for  the  holding  of  our  feffions  for 
Fermanagh,  in  the  ruins  of  an  abbey  there.  H^re 
my  lord  deputy  diftinguilhed  the  bufmefs  as  he 
had  formerly  done  in  the  county  of  Monaghan, 
rcferving  unto  himfelf  the  difpofition  and  fettling 
of  the  lands  of  inheritance,  and  leaving  unto  us 
the  ordinary  matters  both  criminal  and  civil. 

For  the  lands  of  inheritance  m  Fermanagh,  they 
flood  not  in  the  fame  terms  as  the  lands  in  Mo- 
naghan.   For  the  fignoric  or  chiefry,  and  the  de- 
mefne  lands,  that  were  the  inheritance  of  M'Guirc 
himfelf,  were  reduced  and  vefted  ih  the  crown  by 
two  feveral  inquifitions  found  after  the  death  of 
Hugh  M*Guire,  the  arch-rebel,  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken  before,  the  one  found  in  Munfter,  where 
Ihortly  after  he  was  flain  in  a6lual  rebellion  there, 
by  fpecial  commiffion,  and  the  other  in  Ferma- 
nagh by  the  late  lord  chief  baron,  by  virtue  of 
his  office  of  chief  baron  two  years  fince,  when  he 
was  juftice  of  affize  in  that  county,  both  which 
offices  are  returned  and  remain  of  recor^l,  the  one 
in  the  chancery,  and  the  other  in  the  exchequer. 
But  forafmuch  as  the  greateft  part  or  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  country  did  claim  to  be  freeholders 
of  then:  fev(^ral  pofTeffions,  who  furviving  the  late 
rebellion,  had  never  been  attainted,  but  having  re- 
ceived his  majefty's  pardon,  flood  upright  in  law; 
foas  we  could  not  clearly  entitle  the  crown  to  their 
land,  except  jt  were  in  point  of  conqueft,  (a  title 
which  the  flate  hath  not  at  any  time  taken  hold  of 
for  the  king  againft  the  Irifli  which  upon  the 
conqueft  were  not  difpoffeffcd  of  their  lands,  but 
were  permitted  to  die,  feifed  thereof,  in  the  king's 
allegiance,  albeit  they  held  the  fame  not  according 
to  the  courfc  of  common  law,  but  by  the'cuftom' 
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of  taniftry^whereby  thccldcft  of  every  fcpt  claimed 
a  chicfry  over  the  reft,  and  the  inferior  fort  di- 
vided their  poffcffions  after  the  manner  of  gavel 
kind}  therefore  it  was  thought  meet  to  impannel 
a  jury  of  the  mod  fufficient  inhabitants  to  enquire 
and  prefent  how  many  freeholders  there  were,  and 
what  lands  they  held  in  this  county,  and  what  cer- 
tain rents  and  fcrvices  they  yielded  to  the  M*Guire 
or  other  chieftains  and  tanifts  in  ancient  time, 
though  this  were  a  bufinefsof  fome  labour,  becaufe 
the  cu  ftom  of  gavel  kind  had  made  fuch  petty  fac- 
tions and  divifions  of  the  poflfeflionsof  this  coun- 
ty, as  the  number  of  freeholders  were  exceeding 
great;  yet  within  two  days  they  brought  in  their 
inquifition  in  Irifh,  which  being  trandated  into 
Englilh,  appeared  to  be  confufed  in  general,  and 
without  method  ;  wherewith  my  lord  deputy  not 
being  fatisfied,  his  lordlhip  having  taken  a  refolu- 
tion  to  vifit  the  fort  and  cafile  of  Ballyfhannon 
and  Tyrconnel,  being  fituate  in  the  north-weft 
end  of  Lougherne,  and  not  diftant  from  our 
camp  above  twenty  Engli(h  miles,  commanded 
me  in  the  mean  time  of  his  lordfhip's  abfence  to 
call  the  grand  jury  who  made  the  former  prefent- 
ment,  and  with  them  the  chief  inhabitants  of 
every  barony,  and  by  conference  with  them  to 
digeft  the  bufmefs  againft  his  return,  which  was 
done  in  this  order. 

Firft,  we  thought  meet  to  diftinguifh  the  pof- 
Teilions,  next  to  enquire  of  the  particular  pofTef- 
fors  thereof.  Touching  the  poffeffions  we  found 
Fermanagh  to  be  divided  into  feven  baronies, 
namely,  Magheryboy,  Clanawley,  Clankelly, 
Maghery,  Stephanagh,  Tirkennedy,  Knockrinie, 
and  Lough  Lurgh.  Every  of  thefe  baronies 
contain  feven  baUibetaghs  and  an  half  of  land, 
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chatga^blc  with  M*Gdlre*s  rertt,  and  other  con- 
tributions of  the  country.  Every  ballibetagh  is 
divided  into  four  quarters  of  land,  and  every 
qtjartw  into  four  taths,  fo  as  a  ballibetagh  con- 
taineth  fixtecrt  taths,  as  it  doth  in  Moniaghan, 
biit  the  meafure  of  this  country  Is  far  larger;  bc- 
fide^  the  free-land,  whereof  there  is  good  quan- 
tity in  every  barony,  is  no  parcel  of  the  feveii 
bdllibetaghs  and^  a  half,  wherfeof  the  barony  is 
faid  to  fconfift.  Fbr  thefe  reafofts,  Fermanagh, 
containing  but  fifty-one  ballibetaghs  and  art  half 
of  chargeable  lands,  is  well  nigh  of  as  large  an 
citent  as  Monaghan,  which  hath  in  it  an  hundred 
ballibetaghs. 

Touching  the  free-land,  we  foiirid  them  to  be 
of  three  kinds.  ^ 

I.  Chutch-Iand,  or  termon-lands,  astbclrifli 
call  it. 

z.  The  menfal  land  of  M*Guire. 

3.  Lands  given  to  certain  fepts  privilcgrf 
anaong  the  Irlib,  viz.  the  lands  of  the  chroniclers, 
rimers,  and  gallbglaifes. 

The  church-land  was  either  monaftcry  land, 
corbc-land,  or  Erenach*s-land ;  for  it  did  not 
appear  unto  us  that  the  biftiop  had  any  land  m 
demefne,  but  certain  menfal  duties  of  the  corbcs 
and  Erenachs  j  neither  did  we  find  that  the  par- 
fons  and  vicars  had  any  glebe  land  at  all  in  this 
country. 

For  monaftery-land,  we  found  not  othct  than 
that  which  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Lifgoo'^» 
which  doih  not  exceed  the  quantity  of  two  balli- 
betaghs, and  licth  for  the  nioft  part  in  the  barony 
of  Clanawley.  But  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
corbes  and  Erenachs  are  of  a  far  greater  quan- 
tity, and  arc  found  in  every  barony.     I  M 
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lie«dof  the  name  of  a  Corbe,  arid  6f  anfirtnach 
divefs  times  fince  I  came  into  this  kingdom, 
and  would  gladly  have  learned  of  our  clergymefl 
« Dublin,  what  kkd  of  fdjgious  pcrfons  they 
were  but  I  could  never  be  Satisfied  by  any  ;  and  ' 
tlwefore  at  this  ti«W  t  vns  the  more  curious  arid 
wqaifitivetoinforfti  myfelf  of  thefe  cddefiafticat 
PWons^  the  Uke  whereof  ate  not  to  be  found  in 
My  ether  part  of  Chriftendom,  nor  in  Ireland  riei- 
w,  but  only  in  the  countries  that  are  mtit  Irlfli 
wheath*refoft  we  came  to  en<iuire  of  the  quan- 
J  of  the  temion  lands,  I  called  unto  me  one 
•*  ttebcft  kara«d  vicars  in  all  the  country,  and  ' 
fne  that  had  been  a  Brehon,  and  had  fome  Ikill 
»the  dvH  aral  canon  laws,  and  with  much  ado 
fl  got  from  bini   thtia  much  light  for  the  under- 
Moding  of  this  matter.    They  told  me  that  the 
I'^J'JJcrmoij,  doth  fignify  rn  the  Irilh  tongue 
j»  liberty  or  freedom,;  and  that  all  church-lands 
jjMtfeever  are  called  tcrnjon-lands  by  the  Irift 
i«aufe  they  were  ever  free  from  all  impofitions 
;JM  cuttings  of  the  temporal  lords;  and  had 
!|*privilegc  of  fanduary,  fo  as  no  tehiporal  fer- 
Ntoroffioer  might  enter  to  arreft  any  perfon 
"Ponthefo  lands,  but  the  bifliops  officers  only. 
"o*beJt  in  common  underftanding  among  us  that 
*«Engli(h,  we  call  only  fuch  tertnon-lands  as 
jwe  in  the  poffeffion  of  corbes  or  Erenachs. 
*e  name  of  Corbe,  I  could  not  learn  that  it 
■^  any  fignJfication  in  the  Irift  tongue  j  fome 
^l  Wm  in  Latin,  Cmverbius,  but  fuch  as  are  of 
Wft  underftanding,  call  him  Plebanus,  and  they 
ywIdtHereafonof  that  namc^  guia  pkhieeclffi^ieai 
Ml.   I  coIlcA  by  that  which  they  teii  me, 
"i«  he  was  a  prior  or  prcfidcnt  of  a  collegiate 
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church,  for  he  did  not  only  poffefs  a^od  quan- 
tity of  glebcland,thc  tenants  and  occupiers  whcrt-* 
of  were  called  termon  men,  and  had  privilege  of 
clergy,  but  he  had  alfo  fome  rectories  appropri- 
ate, whereof  he  had  that  portion  of  tyihcs  which 
belonged  to  the  parfon,  and  had  withal  the  pre- 
fentation  of  the  vicarages.  He  had  always  his 
place  or  feat  in  a  mother  church,  where  he  had 
a  certain  number  of  priefts  ferving  with  him;  in 
the  cathedral  church  he  had  a  ftall  in  the  choir, 
and  a  voice  in  the  chapter,  and  this  Corbefhip  is 
named  a  dignity  in  the  regifter  at  Rome ;  for  all 
dignities  in  cathedral  churches,  and  all  benefice* 
of  value  in  this  k'mgdom  arc  contained  in  a  regi- 
fter at  Rome,  and  the  Pope  at  this  day  doth  col- 
late unto  them,  and  until  this  day  the  perfonspre- 
fented  have  enjoyed  the  benefices  in  thefe  mere 
Irifli  countries  by  colour  of  the  pope's  collation. 
Laflly,  this  Corbefhip  was  in  a  manner  hcredi-! 
tary ;  for  though  the  Corbe  were  ever  in  orders, 
yet  was  he  in  thefe  Irifli  countries  ufually  manicd, 
or  if  he  were  not  married  he  had  children,  and 
after  his  death,  if  any  of  his  fons  were  quaKfied 
with  learning,  he  was  chofen  by  the  dean  and 
chapter  to  be  Corbe ;  and  if  none  of  his  fons  were 
capable,  another  of  that  fept  or  furname  was 
chofen  without  doubt.  Thefe  Corbefliips  being  in 
the  nature  of  collegiate  churches  are  veiled  in  the 
crown  by  the  ftatute  of  diffoluiion  of  monafterics, 
and  accordingly  fome  of  them  have  been  reduced 
into  charge;  but  there  are  yet  many  whereof  no 
inquifition  hath  been  found,  but  concealed,  as  de- 
tained by  the  Iriftirie  unto  this  day.  And  that 
your  lordftiip  may  perceive  I  weave  not  tiiis  web 
out  of  my  own  brain,  but  that  I  have  authority 
,  for 
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for  it,  which  I  deliver,  I  will  here  infert  k  ctfti-^ 
ficate  in  Ladn  made  unto  me  by  an  IrUh  fchol^, 
vfaofe  opinion  1  required  in  this  mi^tter  ^  which  I 
have  now  by  <:haDce  am^ng  my  papers ;  for  the 
moft  part  of  thefe  things  I  have  ^t  down  out  of 
rpy  memory,  being  noyr  at  W^terford,  aodhay^, 
in^kft  the  hot^  pf  our  fqrmcr  journey  at  i>Hbtin., 

The  Schdar^s  oph^on  wai  tlus : 
p0fmt ;  \^t^mmmrm  f^dMm^ji  cpll^^ 

vmpfipm  f  f«*??fe  Jimm^  Rni^^  4*!i» 


g"  tbefe  ddrh^ftui)*,  the  bcil^n  thefe  parts  wW 
pnys  m  tjwL  county  of  ^dbpa^han^  ^hic)^ 
Ki^Mahop  htmfcifra|^ured  to  be  conferred  upon 
Ks.ckicftfoti,  Vmg  but  a  boy  intiie'time  otthp 
^^  rebcUibn.  It  wi^  .lori|;  >cf^ 
^Hphry  Duke  f9rjcark,.  and  '^  now/in  the  pot- 
ion of  Bk  Frauds  ^Ai(p,  who  married  one^f 
Sir  Mairy  Piece's  daughjters.  Thprc '  )s  pother 
atlDtrough  in  fermana^b,  wliich  is  Kkewile 
brdtftht  into  charge.  There  are  pthWs  ]^ 
P^J^ourkc^  cdUntry,  others  in  Upper  Oflbiry, 
^d  in  Ormond,  and  in  many  other  places  wUch 
wc  not  yet  difcovered. 
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Thus  much  touching  the  name  and  nature  of  a 
Cprbe. 

For  tlic  Erenach  there  arc  few  pariihes  of  any 

\  there  is  hot  an  Erenach, 

if  the  church,  took  bc- 

]  When  any  lord  or  gen- 

)  build  a  church,  he  did 

portion  of  land  to  fomc 

faint  or  ot:ber,  vfkpm  he  chofe  to  be  hi$r  patron . 

then  he  founded  the  church,  and  called  it  by  the 

flaitlfe  tff  that  faint,  and  then  gave  the  land  to 

(bmfe  clerk,  not  biing  in  orders,  and  to  his  heirs 

for  ever ;  wifh  this  intent,  that  he  (hbuld  keep 

the  church  cleitnand  well  repaired,^  keep  hofpi- 

tility,  and  give  alnis  to  the  poor  for  the  foul's 

health  of  the  foohtier.    This  man  and  his  heirs 

iiad  the  name  of  Erenach.    The  Erenach  was' 

iClfo  to  make  a  weekly  coramcmoratron  of  thcr 

fpuittier  fn  the  <:hirrch^  he  hitd  dwzys  j>rimm 

tm/urimj  but  took  no  other  bribers;    He  had  a 

*oice  in  the  efeptcr  when  they  ^coiifulted  abbut 

fttfrtfevcnues,  and  paid  a  certain  yearly  rent 

to  the  biihop,  befides  a  fine  upon  marriage  of 

*3t^rs,  which  they  ca|l  a  Loughi- 

tubfidy  to  the  bifhop  at  his^ 

r  tiftioprick..    The  certainty  of 

air  in  the  bi(hop''s'regifter  ;  arid 

yf   unto  thi^irtiop,    firft,  b^- 

hxould  not  Be  created,  nortfe 

I    without  the  confent   of  the 

yet  doubtful,  whetherthefc  lands 

?nach   be  yet   reduced  to  the 

:ke  fiatute  of  Chaunteries  Is  not 

bis  kingdom  ^  .|>ut  certain  it  js^ 

.      '  that 
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that  thefe  rticn  pofltft  all 
belongeth  to  fuch  as  have 

And  therefore  Whch  t) 
were  meet  thdy  Ihould  be 
and  vicaragt^,  whereby  t 
petent  livings  folr  able  rt 
placed  hereafter  in  thefe 
there  be  in  cVci'y  parifh  b( 
yet  both  their  Kvings  be;! 
fliffibietit  to  feed  anhonei 
ef  every  parlfh  within  th 
prehetideth  Monaghan,  ar 
are  divided  into  four  parts 
ing  no  prieft,  hath  two  | 
ever  a  prieft^  and  lerveth  tl 
part^  and  the  biftiop  ham,  anotncr  fourth  part ; 
vHiidi/God  krtoweth^  in  thefe  poqr  W^ftecoun-j 
Ities  do  arife  to  ve;ry  fmall  portions,  And  thus ' 
we  found  the  J(tate  of  the  church  jr^  \h\fi  coqnty, 

T6u(JhJhg;lVt Quire's  menfal  kx\4l^  which  wfW, 
feefrornan'cqhirwpn  Charges  Vani  jqo^ittibutlonsr 
<<Pthecountr^;fc*<iaurc  tir       '  •'  '    " 
portion  of  buHef  and  meal 
for  M^Ouii-e's-  table,  alheii 
hk()!tant8  did  f^  /orth  the 
tiitity,  whi<jh  lying  in  fev 
tjainttty  exceed  foui^  ba 
tRercof  beirtg  in  the  polR 
arid  his  fepf  i'  yet  touchin 
duties  or  prbvifirtts  yield* 
thefe  menfal  lands,  they 
sh  old  parchmeiit  roll,  whi 
t«re,  remaining  in  the  ha 
chronicler,  and  princijfml  b 
whereupon  O^Brilhn  waa 
f^  from  the  camp,  w  her  v 
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air  unto  lu  |  whca  jb^. 
■him  a  light  of  that  an-; 
ire  in(x)rmc<l,  not  ooly 
mcnfal  duties  did  aj>- 
ir  rents  and  other  fer- 

0  M^Girirt  out  of  eve- 

1  old  ;man>  feemtng  to 
}  dehiandy  made  an-, 
[tnhis  kjccpia^  before 

late  reunion  it  was. 
I  papers  and  books  by,* 
ve  were  told  by  fome^ 
was  not  true;  for  they 

tlieroil  in  his  handi 
V  my-lordphanccllor. 
[for  he  did  hot  a(ccocn-. 
UyAiann^i  bift  Haiil. 
inmifter  an  oath  unto, 
irrous  charge  to  infona. 
i(i\\txo%   fhepqfor 

af  that  H  was  drarer fco^ 
)re,liLe  w6«|d  never  de-T 
il^fe;  my.  l^d  dHmocl- 
,  that  ih^  roU  ihould^ 
?  my  Iprddianoelior; 
td /hrsword,  that  hc^, 
w^duptohira,  if  he; 
y^  and  a  cow  thereof, 
jon^lfew  the  roll  ni^% 
(d  continually  bc^  it 
Jairge,;  but  it  was  writ^ 
ii)i  dbarader ;  howbeit. 
19  worn  and  defaced 
vpfhtupe  wdilUfcctpiiig,    WcG»ifed  itforth- 

t;-..::   :    ;  -   ,:       with 
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uritiito  betnnflated  into] 

perceived  how  many  velleli 

many  meafures  of  meal,  ai 

and  other  fucb  grofs  duties  c 

out  of  his  menfal  hinds  1  th 

I  could  have  exprefled  if  I  h 

fatted  copy  of  the  roH  atDufc 

are  not  worthy  to  be  prefen 

knowledge  ;  it  it  fufficient 

tities  thofe  menfal  duties  % 

lities  thereof,  though  it  we 

llie  land  out  of  whidi  thefe  ] 

which  beini;  laid  altogether 

biltibetaghs,  as  I  faid  befoi 

in  thefe  parts  are  of  little  01 

fore  he  never  made  any  ci^ 

fpent  them  waftefully  in  a 

tnanner  among  his  loofe  an< 

tides  thefe  menfais,  M'Guirc 

forty  beeves,  or  thereabouts,  yearly  paid  unto  him 

out  of  thefeven  baronies,  and  about  his  caAle  a^t 

Inniflcillen  he  had  almoft  a  ballibetagh  of  land^ 

Mfhich  he  manured  with  his  own  churlcs. 

And  this  was  M^Guire*s  whole  (dilate  in  cer* 
tainty  ;  for  in  right  he  had  no  more,  and  in  time;  of 
peace  he  did  exaA  no  more  ;  marry,  in  timeix)|f 
war,  he  made  himfelf  owner  of  all,  cutting  wh^ 
he  lifted,  and  impofing  as  many  bonaghts,  or 
hired  foldiers  upon  them  as  he  had  occafion  to  ufe. 
For  albeit  Hugh  M*Guirc,  that  was^ain  in  Mua- 
fier,  were  indeed  a  valiant  rebel,  and  the  Qouteft 
that  ever  was  of  his  name,  notwithfl^nding  ger 
nerally  the  natives  of  this'  coimtry  are  feputed  the 
worft  fwordfmen  of  the  nprlh,.beingi9therincliiir 
td  to  be  fcholars  or  huibandmen,  than  to  be 
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of  action,  as  they  term  rebels  in  tiii 
i  for  this  cauie  M*Guire  in  the  late 
and  wage  the  greateft ;|)aFt  oflvs 
Connaught,  aodout  of  the  Bicoy 
I  made  his  own  countrymen  feed 
;reforc  the  jury  enquiring  of  efcheats 
p  freeholders  in  this  coqnty,  beiides 
e  himfelf,  to  have  been  (Iain  in  the 
hereby  your  lordfliip  may  per<^« 
>f  lord  M'Guite  (hould  have  been, 
\n$  and  power,  he  (hoiUd  have  bad 
the  Qate  here  had  hi  former  timei 
o  the  Aate  of  this  cmintry,  and  bad 
e  Eng^ifh  lawS)  and  ju&tce  among 
y  every  man  might  hive  enj<^«d 
your  lordfhip  may  likewife  conjee 
jrcatne^s  the  bcft  of  this  fur-nanje 
will  be,  when  the  chiefry  of  this  country  JhaJlbe 
divided  between  two  M*Guires,  and  i;he  freehoi- 
ders  (hall  be  cftabliflied  in  their  fcveral  poffeffions, 
without  any  dependency  upon  the  lords,  paying 
only  their  certain  rents  and  duties.    Affurcdly 
thefe  Irifli  Iprds  appear  to  us  like  glow-wornas, 
which  afar  ofFfeera  to  be  al(  fire  j  but  bang  ta- 
,Tcen  up  in  a  man's  hand,  arc  but  Wly  worms : 
and  yet  this  young  Co-conna^ght  M'Guirc  (whofe 
TwbtherHugh   was  the  Alpha,  and   himfelfthe 
Omega  of  the  laft  rebellion  ;  for  Hugh  was  the 
Ifirft  that  went  out,  and  himfelfthe  laft  that  came 
in)  will  in  no  wife  be  fatisficd  with  the  grcatcft 
part  of  the  chiefiy  of  his  country.     Such  is  the 
pride  of  hfs  own  heart,  and  fuch  is  the  encou- 
ragemenf  he  receives  from  fome  of  place  and  pow- 
er in  this  kingdom  ;,  and  to  the  end  he  muft  be 
Thought  a  perfon  fit  to  ba  pleafed  with  e^ctpprr 
'  '  dinary 
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tfnary  good  terms,  he  gave  out  a  falfc  alarm 
fbme  Few  days  before  our  coming  into  Fermanagtu 
ftathlmfelf,  with  the  carl  of  Tyrconnel,  wert 
gone  into  Spain,  a  common  and  a  poor  Irilh  po- 
licy, pradifed  m  this  realm  ever  fincc  the  con- 
queft,  to  amufe  the  ftate  with  ruijlours  that  ait 
mtcriyftilfe;  which,  notwithftanding  informer 
times  hath  prevaHed  to  do  hurt  in  that  kingdom, 
according  to  the  obfervation  and  faying  of  the  old 
cardinal  of  Lorainc,  that;  a  He  believed  but  for 
anhotir,  doth  many  times  produce  effeAs  of  fe- 
Ten  years  continuance.  1  have  digreft  a  fittle  too 
rtmh  in  this  place,  for  which  I  humbly  crave  par- 
don, if  your  lordftip  fliall  not  think  it  pertinent 
to  this  dffcourfc,  wherein  I  meant  to  fet  down 
tlic  quantity  and  quality  of  the  M*Guirc*s  menfal 
duties. 

Concerning  the  free-land  of  the  third  kind, 
namely,  fuch  land  as  is  poffeffed  by  the  Irilh  of- 
ficers of  this  country,  viz.  Chroniclers,  gallog- 
laffes,  and  rimers,  the  entire  quantity,  if  it  were 
laid  down  together,  as  it  is  fcaitered  in  fundry 
baronies,  doth  well  nigh  make  two  ballibetaghi, 
*nd  no  more ;  which  land  (in  refpedt  of  the  per- 
fons  that  merit  no  refpc<ft,  but  rather  difcounti- 
nance  from  the  ftate,  for  they  arc  enemies  to  the 
Englilh  government,)  may  perhaps_be  thought 
meet  to  be  added  to  the  dcmefne  lands  of  the 
chief  lords. 

In  this  manner  were  dillingui(hed  thfj  poflef- 
fions  of  Fermanagh,  which  being  drawn  into  me* 
thod,  were  prefcnted  to  my  lord  deputy  upon  hfe 
teturn. 

For  the  feveral  poffeflbrs  of  alf  thefe  lands  wfe 
took  this  coUrfe  to  find  them  out,  and  fet  them 
down  for  his  lordlhip's  iriforrftation.    We  called 
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ruifo  U9  the  inlmbiijMiU  of  ^veraJbarqiu:  fevoraUf  ^ 

beginning  with  the  barony  of  Nkjgnecyboy,  whoii- 

in  we  enoimpedi  and  fo^calUn|(  one  b^oay  af^r 

'another,  we  Had  prefent  certain  of  tbe  cterka  or 

fcholawof  the  country,  who  knew  all  the  lepls 

^and  families^  aqd  their  hraoches^  and  the  digniQr 

^oi  one  fept  above  another ;  and  what  families  or 

Ijcrfons  were  chief  of  every  fept,  and  who  wcit 

,  next,  and  N^ho  were  of  a  third  rai^,and  (6  forth, 

-  till  they  defcended  to  the  moil  inferior  man  in  all 

the  barony  :  moreover  they  took  upon  them  to 

tell  what  quantity  o^  land  every  man  ought  U) 

'have  by  the  cuftomr  of  their  countcy,  which  is  of 

.the  nature  of  gavei  kind^  whereby  as  thmr  fepts 

or  families  did  multiply,  their  poflcflions  have 

been  from  time  to  time  divided,  and  fubdivided, 

and  broken  into  To  many  fmalt  parcels,  as  almoft 

every  acre  of  land  hath  a  feveral  owner,  who 

termeth  himfdf  a  lord,  and  his  portion  of  land 

bis  country.    Notwithftanding  as  M^oire  him- 

ielf  had  a  chiefry  over  ailthe  country,  and  Come 

^demefne  that  did  ever  pafs  to  him  only  who  car- 

jrlcd  that  title,  fo  was  there  a  chief  of  every  fcpt 

who  had  certain  fervices,  duties,  and  demefnes, 

that  ever  pafled  to  the  tanill  of  that  fept^  and  ne* 

ver  was  fubjedt  to  divifion.     When  this  was  un- 

derftood,  we  firft  enquired  whether  one  or  more 

jfcptsdid  poflTefsthat  barony,    which  we  had  in 

hand,  that  being  fet  down,  we  took  the  names 

of  the  chief   parties   of   the    fept,    pr   fepts, 

that  did  poflefs  the  barony,  and  alfo  the  names 

oiF  fuch  as  were    fecond   in   thcin,    arid  fo  of 

others  that  were  inferior  unto  them  again  in  rank 

and  impofitionSb     Then  whereas  every  barony 

containeth    feven    ballibetaghs.    and    an   hall^ 

we  caufed  die  name  of  every  ballibetagh  to  b^ 

written 
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viiiim  down^  wid  tbeitu|)oa  w(  imde  ^tqutry 
whit  portion  of  bad  or  fervtces  every  nmn  bdd 
in  every  btUibetaght  begiuining  with  fiich  &ft  ^ 
hid  Und  and  lervicet,  and  after  naming  fuch  m 
had  the  greateft  quan%  of  land^  and  (b  defoend- 
log  unto  fuch  as  po^ficd  only  two  tathi^    Thetfe 
we  ftayedy  for  lower  we  could  not  go,  beeaufe 
we  kaew  the  purpofeof  the  fiate  waaonly  toefta* 
Uiflifuch  freeholders  as  were  fit  to  ferve  in  juries  i 
St  lead  we  had  found  by  experience  in  the  county 
of  Monaghan,  that  fudi  as  bad  le(s  than  two^utlu 
sUotted  unto  them,  had  not  40s.  fteebold  per 
mmm^  ubra  rtprizas^  l^ld  therefore  were  not  of 
competent  ability  for  th^t  fervice.    And  yet  the 
number  of  freeholders  named  in  this  county  was 
above  two  hundred  ;  and  in  this  order  and  me- 
thod wedigeftedthe  bufinefs  touching  thepoflef- 
lions  and  pofleilbrs  of  this  county  of  Fermanagh, 
which  we  prefented  to  my  lord  deputy  upon  his 
return  from  BallyAiannon  %  his  lotdfbtp  having 
received  it,  and  taken  fome  confideration  of  it, 
called  the  principal  inhabitants  before  him  in  the 
camp,  told  them  he  came  of  purpofe  to  under- 
hand the  eftatc  of  every  particular  man  in  that 
country,  to  the  end  to  eftabliih  and  fettle  the  fame 
according  to  his  majefty's  diredtions  out  of  £ng« 
land,  and  that  he  had  received  fome  information 
thereof,  which  gave  him  fome  good  fatisfa^oiii 
howbeit  that  he  would  not  fuddenly  take  any  final 
order  touching  die  fame,  but  wouklrefdlve  what 
>vai  tit  to  be  done,  and  finilh  his  fervioe  the  next 
term  at  Dublin.    His  lordfliip's  ()>eech^  and  good 
demonftration  to  the  people,  gave  them  great 
contentment. 
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It  rchittins,  IThocikl  M<irm  ydtit  terdiWp;^dlp6- 
what  oFthe  fcrvicc  performed  by  thcjuflicift'bf 
affizein  this  county  ;  albdt  they  had  littli'ttfdD 
here,  no  matter  being  prepared  for  them  td'^wk 
upon,  for  the  gaol  delivery  muft  needs  be  quick- 
ly difpatthed,  when  there  were  no  jiiftices  of  peace 
that  biad  dthef  ^  will  or  the  (kill  to  commit  rfwi- 
lefa€tbr$,  and  where  there  was  no  gaol  of  any 
r  faflnefs  to  keep  them,  being  committed.    How- 
beit,  we  had  a  full  appearance  6f  all  the  country, 
and  therecame  in  upon  recogniranccs,  taken  un- 
ikilfuUy  enough  by  the  IherifF,   and  other  Irifli 
juftices  of  the  peace,  twenty  per  Ions  in  number, 
ot  thereabouts ;  the  greatdt  part  whereof  were 
loefe  and  idle  people,  bound  over  to  find  maf- 
"tersor  fureties  for  their  behaviour;  others  were 
committed  for  felonies,  whereof  fome  few  were 
in^ifted,  but  in  the  end  all  were  acquitted  for 
want  of  evidence,  which  happened  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  juftices  of  peace,  who  had  not  bound 
their  accufcrs  to  profecu^  them.    We  rebuked 
the  juftices   of-   c^aiDe    for  this  omifliohi    and 
iH[ipofed  fines  upon  them^  and  fo  ended  our  gaol 
dellvcqr.  .^THen  made  we  the  like  irtquifiticn 
here  touching  ecclefiaftical  living,  and  publift- 
cdthe  like  orders  for  the  civil  government  of 
this  county,  as  we  had  done  in  Monaghan  ^  and 
fodiflblved  ourfcffions.    The  erefting  of  a  frec- 
fchool  in  this  county  was  deferred,  till  the  com- 
ing of  the  biftiop  of  Clogher.    The  building  of 
a  gaol  and  feffions-boufc  Was  likewife  refpitcd 
until  my  lord  deputy  had  refolved  of  a  fit  place 
for  a  market,  and  a  corporate  town.     Fortlic 
habitationsof this  people  are  fo  wildly  tranfitoi^i 
as  there  is  not  one  fixt  village  in  the  whole  coun* 
ty.    His  lordlhip  took  a  view  of  two  or  three 
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pbicei'for  that  purpoCe,  of  whidi  he  «x)ac«iveth 
thciibbey  of  Lifgoaie  to  be  the  fitted  i  and  Icoo- 
jefture  that  the  next  term,  when  the  pridcipal 
geotkmen^f  this  country  IhaU  r^r  to  Dublin, 
toi^ttie  thardRate«t  his  lordOup  will  make  choice 
of  tlat  {dace  for  the  dure  town  of  this  county, 
ukI  then  take  order  for  the  erottiag  of  a  gaol 
and  boufe  of  feffions. there. 

Having  fpent  fix  or  feven  days  in  this  walte 
dmtjt  we  raifed  our  aimp,  and  returned  the 
'wjftway  which  we  paffed  before  into  the  county 
jf  Monaghan ;  and  lodging  the  feoMid  night  not 
w  &otn  the  abbey  of  Ci^pnays,  we  came  the  third 
%  to  the -Ca van,  and  pitched  our  tents  on  the 
fcuth  fide  of  that  poor  Irifli  town.  The  appear- 
woeof  this  place  was  very  full;  for  not  only  the 
Mives  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  but  alfo  many 
«M)itants  of  Wcllmeath  and  other  parts  of  the 
P^i  bordering  on  this  country,  (whereof  fome 
J«tended  title  to  land,  others  came  to  demand 
"^t*,  and  others  to  give  evidenceagainft  felons,) 
'paired  to  this  feffionsj  the  chief  of  which  was 
^  baron  of  Delvyn,  who  came  attended  with 
•"wy  foUowcra. 

My  lord  deputy  having  a  puipofe  to  puN 
w  the  lame  courfe  in  the  fervice  here,  which 
JM  been  holden  in  the  other  two  countries,  caufed 
"TtHwith  a  commilfion  to  be  drawn  and  pafs  the 
'«»ls,  whereby  the  judges  of  aflize  and  others  were 
wthoiizcd  to  enquire  of  all  lands  efcheated  to  the 
*^wn  in  this  county  by  attainder,  outlawry,  or 
*^«»1  killing  in  rebellion  of  any  perfon,  or  by 
*jy  other  means  whatfoever.  For  the  difpatch  of 
*»  bufmefs,  a  jury  was  impannelled  of  tlje  beft 
«"ghts  and  geaUcmen  that  were  prefent,  whereof 
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.  Anne  wefe  (br^n  hihtbitami  6F  the  pafe,  andyk 
fi«€hold«rs  of  ritis  countiy,  md'tfae  reft  weredie 
€Vkf  of  ev^ry  irKh<ftpt^  httivesof  this  comitrf; 
We  received  two  prefentfiieflts  firomthem ;  the 
firft  of  fundry  freehoklers  who^  were  flkiti  in*  the 
i»te  rebellion,  and  of  fneh  binds  as  they  tirere  fa^e- 
DsUy  ieizedDf  «Mhe^time  of  thdrldBings.  Hie 
fccond  was,  that  Philip  O'ReSlye,  who  was,  ac* 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  created 
O'Reilye,  and  was  lord  and'chieftam  of  ^  whofe 
country  being  feiaed  of  all  lands,  tenenientSi 
and  hereditaments  in  Breny  01R.eiiye,  indomm^ 
Jm  it  Afath  it  jure-  (for  thefe  arc  the  words  of 
the  inquifition)  was  flain  in  a^ual  rebelliort ;  and 
again  they  found,  that  after  the  death  of  PhiTip, 
one  Edmond  0*Ret!ye  was,  after  the  like  cuftcfm 
of  the  country,  created  O^Reifye,  and  was  in 
like  manner  feized  of  the  country,  and  being  fo 
ieized,  was  flam  in  rebellion .  They  found,  Isftly, 
that  Sir  John  O'Kcilye,  who  was  chieftain  ^nd 
tanift  of  the  country  long  before  PWlip  ftnd  Ed- 
mond, did  adhere  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  and 
other  rebels,  and  died  an  srftual  tcbetiigainil  the 
crown.  This  inquifition  was  found  with  fome 
difficulty,  bccaufc  the  jurors  thcmftlvcs,  all  claim- 
ing and  pretending  to  be  freeholders  of  land 
'  within  that  county,  were  jealous  leaft  their  parti- 

cular freeholds  might  be  found  efcheatcd  by  this 
office ;  becaufe  in  the  time  of  rebellion  thefe  lords 
or  chieftains,  by  their  Irifti  cuttings  and  exaftions 
took  the  profits  of  the  whple  country  at  their 
pleafure,  and  fo  might  befaid  to  be  feized  of  all 
the  country  in  demefne,  when  they  were  flain  in 
rebellion.  But  fome  of  the  jury  being  learned  iti 
the  law  informed  the  reft,  that  by  the  words  (^ 
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Jmm^fm  a  Mf^if  $t  jun^  not  oniy  Uhdt  in  do* 
^  #l!«(bc  or  pofleifion,  but  a  fisniory  ^  obidfry  may 
^  te  uodierfiQQdi,  Md  thereopon  (bey  were  coMtcnt 
I  t9  put  their  T<pai«  tp  tbe  inquHition^  ^hich  being 
"^.  dnwi  aod  engrofled  ki  par«hmettt4>y  due  of  tbb 
^  CMumiiEomrs  was  prefentediinto  them.    ByUiefe 
p  two  dHcesthe.greateft  part  of  thia  eounty  (if  not 
,   all)  ia  veiled  in  the  poOeffioQ  of  the  ctomn^  but 
\  heeauie  my  lord  49pufiy  cotticei  wd  hia  mijtAy% 
pleafwe  to  be^  that  the  nativea  of  the  oouatryt 
to  whom  hia  higbne(a  hath  granted  h»  general 
pirdoa  (hail  be  re-e(labU(bed  in  their  pofle^na^ 
wluch  they  peacpat>^  Md  before  the  late  war; 
(ilbeit  I  do  1lpt(^n44rftind  ihat  hia  lordihip  hath 
tny  particular  diredion  touching  the  difpcfitioA 
olp  this  country  :of  Bveney  D'Jleily^)  hia  lofd(hip 
therefore  th|Oi}ght,fit;to  look  back  td  the  time  be^ 
fore  the  late  rebqllion^  and  toJnjfiprm  himfelf  Jiow 
every  nnan'^  poiflfeiBon  fiood  at  that  timei  and 
t^f^qpon  Qprnmimdedi  one  of  uy  to  lAke  ihe  like 
pain  as  was  ttlieiRiinJBennanaeh^  ;aiid  ia  the  like 
Ofderfm)  method:  to  jdiftinguUh  the]x>i&iroraanil 
pofle^rona  of  thla  ootm^y  %  which  waa  the  more 
qiiily  pprfom^d^  hecftiiib  in  the  Iri(h  eountriea 
wb^thecttftom  dP  tenifiry  isJuot  extingufifliedt 
the  tenures  are  e^wy  whene  aUke.    There  ta  firft 
a  g^eiel  chiefWjQ  <^.  every  country  or  territory^ 
wi^eb  htUi  fpme  dombfoet  and  fome  honfliokl  pro« 
vifiqni  yieUixlriinto  htm  by  all  the  itAnbitantt 
under  himt  evciry  SagX\  or  fur^mune  hatha  fiarti^ 
cttbur  <^ieflain  orclaiift^  /whidi  hath  fikearife  hit 
pceuUhr  detnefiie^  and  dutiea,  and  thefe  pdlOif^ 
fitvis  goby  fiioceffion  or  ekdion,  entirely  without 
my  divifioni  but  all  the  other  landa  holden  by' 
tfarinferior  inhabitants^  are  partible,  in  courfe  of 
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gflppct  kihdv  wber^ti  thdre  k  no  difference  rtii6e 
between  legitimate  Tons  arid  baflards,  and  there- 
fore bodi  thefe  cuftoms  both  of  tanUlry  and  gavei 
kind  in  this  kingdom  are  lately  by  the  opmion  of 
all  the  judges  liere  adjudged  to  be  utterly  void 
and  ejcttnguifhed  either  by  furrender  or  rcfump* 
fion  of  all  the  lands  which  are  fo  holden. 
'  My  IcHd  dqjoty  having  received  the  like  fur vcy 
of  the  lands  and  the  like  diftiniftions  or  M  of  tbe 
freeholders  in  this  coumy,  as  was  prefented  tottts 
Idrdlhip  in  M*Guirc*s  country,  deferred  the  dif-* 
pofing  and  fettling  thereof  until  his  return  to 
Dublin,  having  a  purpofe  in  Michaelmas  term^ 
to  make  a  perfeA  euabKIhnneiit  of  thefe  thtet 

counties. 

The  Aate  of  the  by  pofielfions  being  difco- 
vered,  v^edid  not  omit  to  enquire  of  the  numbef' 
and  value  of  the  parfonages  and  vicai-ages,  of  the 
DKparatbn  of  die  churcheiB,  and  of  tl^  quality  of 
tfaeir  incumbents,  by  whicfc  ihqfiifitioh  We  Ibtiad 
that  the  greatcfl  iaimber  of  the  piffonages  are 
appropriate  unto  two  gretft  itibfei^ng  ^Wih 
the  Englilb  pale,  namely,  -  the>  ihhtf  bf  Fore  irt 
Wcftmeath,  giafttcid  to  the  bdsron  of  Ddviii,  ia* 
the  abbey  bf  Kdte,  whereof  ofic  Qerraitf-Fleinft^ 
is  farmer.  To  the  firft  of  thefe,  ftur«!iGf#2^ 
i^^iages::Wtthin  this  county^  Oi^  ^pprcipriate-f  iEfid 
to  the  other  eight : :  belides  there  are  two  or  iluii^ 
belonging  in  the  like  nialiner  i o  iHe  dbhi^d 
Cavan  in  this  county^  beingrpow  in  the  poffefflon 
of  Sir  Jartics  Dilloh.  A$  for  the  vicarages,  tiOf' 
are  fo  poorly  endowed,  ais  ten  of  them  bwag 
united  will  fcaroe.  fufficc  to  mmmma  m  honeft 
miniftar:  r  ; .:  •  ;       - 
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For  the  diurches»  they  are  for  the  mdji  part  in 
ruio }  Tuch  as  were  preTented  to  be  in  tepanuion, ' 
arecovered  only  with  thatch  i  but  the  incumbenta,  * 
both  parfons  and  vicars^  did  appear  to  be  fuch 
poor,  ragged,  ignorant  creature*  (for  we  (aw  ma- 
ny of  them  in  the  camp)  as  we  could  not  efteem 
any  of  them  worthy  of  the  roeaneft  of  thofe  liv-- 
ingg,  albeit  many  of  them  are  not  worth  above 
408.  fw  «mwOT, 

This  country  doth  lie  within  the  diocefe  of 
Killmoie,  whofe  bilhop  always  was,  and  is  parfon 
of  Trim,  in  Meath,  which  is  the  beft  parfonage 
in  an  the  kingdom  |  whofe  bilhop  is  a  man  of 
this  country  birth,  worth  well  nigh  4oqI.  a  year :. 
he  doth  now  live  in  thefe  parts,  where  he  hath 
two  bilhopricks:  but  there  is  no  divine  fervice  oc. 
fernion  to  be  heard  within  either  of  his  diocefesi. 
Hii  lordftjip  might  have  faved  us  this  labour  of 
enquiry  touching  matters  ccclefiaftical,  if  he  had 
been  as  careful  to  fee  the  churches  repaired  and 
fupplied  with  good  incumbents,  as  he  is'diligent 
in  yifiting  his  barbarous  clergy,  to  make  benefit 
out  of  their  unfufficiency,  according  to  the  jiara- 
ble  whFch  is  common  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  ouv' 
great  bifliop^  here »  that  an  IriHi  prie(t  is  better 
than  a  milch  cow. 

Laflly,  our  gab!  delivery  was  greater  in  this, 
county,  and  the  civil  caufes  were  more  in  num- 
ber, and  of  better  confideration  and  value,  than 
thofethatdidarifein  the  other  two  fhires,  which 
w^  had  pafled  before.  Yet  we  finilhed  all  our 
bufinefs  here  within  five  or  fix  days,  and  after, 
jetutncd  to  Dublin  about  the  zzd  of  Auguft. 
This  report  of  our  fervice  in  the  county  of  Cavan, 
I  have  contraacd  and  delivered  fummarily,  a? 

well 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i^  «IR   JdHM  DAVIS 

#eR  for  -that  I  ^oobt  I  have  been  too  large  in  the 
precedetifl  difcouHe^  as  alfo  becauTe  we  hold  a 
nRtfoitn  proceeding,  and  did  in  a  manner  the  fiun« 
ditngs  whTch  wehad  performed  in  the  other  places 
of'feflSon. 

Now,  may  it  pleafe  your  lordlhip,  upon  con- 
fideration  of  the  whole  matter,  in  my  weak  ap- 
prehenfiori,  1  conceive  thus  much,  that  If  ray 
brd  deputy  dp  finilh  thefe  beginnings,  and  fettle 
thefe  countries,  as  I  aflurc  myfelf  he  will,  tius 
WiU  prove  the  moft  profitable  jourpey  for  tbtftr- 
vice  of  €od  and  his  majefty,  and  the  gennal 
good  of  this  kingdom,  that  hath  been  made  in 
this  time  of  peace  by  any  deputythelfe  many  yean. 
For  firil,  his'lordlhip  having  gotten  a  true  and 
dear  uridcrftanding  of  the  ftate  of  ihe  clergy,  in 
thefe  parts,  many  will  take  a  direft  fpeedy  cotirfe 
^  the  planting  <if  religion  among  this  rude  peo- 
^c,  who  are  apt  to  take  any  impreffion.  For 
his  lordfiiip  knowing  the  number  and  valujs  of 
the  benefices  in  every  county,  may  dkufe  a  uniori, 
or  rather  a  fequeftration  to  be  taade  of  fo  roar^ 
as  will  wake  a  competent  living  for  a  folc  rtint- 
fter ;  then  may  he  give  order  for  the  building  of 
many  churches,  as  there  (hall  be  4iompetent  liv- 
ings for  miniftersin  that  county  j  and  this  prtpa- 
ration  being  made,  his  lordfhip  ttiay  laftly  provide 
fufficient  to  ftrvc'  in  ihofe  churches.  Next  for  bis 
inaj<fty*s  profit,  there  will  be  revived  and  affured 
to  the  crown  500 1.  $tr  amium,  out  of  Monaghs"; 
which  though  it  was  formerly  refcrved  was  never 
paid  to  thtf  king's  fcofFers;  arid  put  of  the  <Jthef 
two  comities  there  will  be  raifed  500 1,  a  year  nav 
at  leaft  for  rent  and  compofitipn.  Befides,  the 
crown  is  rcftored  to  aU  the  patronages  of  ecclefi- 
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aiUcfil  promotioo&t  which  heretofore  were  uforped 
i>>  tk  fopo^  and  utterly  n^le£ted  by  the  fiate 
here.  Lafiiy,  his  nuyefty  fiiall  have  wardfliip$y 
efcbeats^  fines^  amercements,  and  other  cafualties^ 
uhich  Si  ere  never  had  nor  heard  of  in  thcfe  parts* 

Finally,  for  the  common  good  not  only  of  theft 
|»fts^  but  oTall  the  kingdom  befides  ;  his  lord-* 
feip  io  this  jowoey  ha(th  cut  off  three  heads:  o£ 
that  hydra  of  the  Noy th,  namely,   M^Mahon, 
M*Gaife,  and  O^Reily  \  for  thcfe  three  name&oj 
cbkfry  wjth  th^ir  hiih  duties  and  exa£tions  (hall 
be  utterly  aboliOied,  the  caftom  of  taniilry  smci 
^vil  kind  being  abfuid  and  unreafonabde,  as  thqr 
are  in  ufe  here,  and  which  have  been  thecaofe  of 
many  murthcrs  and  rebellions  (hall  be  clearly  ex- 
tinguiih^d^,  ^1  th^pofleffipns  (hall  defcend  and  be 
conveyed  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  common 
law,  every  man  (hall  have  a  certain  home,  and 
know  the  certainty  of  his  eftate,  whereby  the  peo- 
ple will  be  encouraged  to  matiure  their  land  with 
better  induftry  than  heretofore  hath  been  ufed> 
to  bring  up  their  children  more  civilly,  to  provide 
for  their  pofterity  more  carefully  ;  this  will  caufe 
tbem  to  build  better  houfes  for  their  fafety,  and 
to  love  neighbourhood  j  thence  will  arife  villages 
and  towns,  which  will  draw  tradefmen  and  arti- 
ficers 5  fo  as  we  conceive  a  hope  that  thefe  coun- 
tries in  a  (hort  time  will  not  only  be  quiet  neigh- 
bours to  the  pale,  but  be  made  as  rich  and  as  ci- 
vil'as  the  paleitfelf. 

This  is  the  efFeft  of  the  fervice  which  was  per- 
formed in  that  journey,  which  my  lord  deputy 
tnadc  into  Ulfter  this  fummer  vacation  ;  whereof 
1  have  made  unto  your  lord(hip  a  broken  and'dif- 
jeintcd  relation  5  for  which  I  humbly  crave  par- 
N  don. 
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don,  the  rather  becaufe  I  was  continually  inter- 
rupted in  the  writing  thereof,  being  employed 
upon  my  return  out  of  the  North,  together  with 
my  lord  chief  juftice,  in  a  new  commifllion  of 
aifizeand  nifiprius  for  the  counties  of  Waterford, 
Wexford,  and  Wicklow  j  fo  that  I  have  been 
enforced  to  take  fractions  and  ftarts^  and  almoft 
inftants  of  time  to  finilh  the  feyeral  periods  of 
this  rude  difcourfe  :  in  which,  notwithftanding, 
I  hope  your  lordftiip  will,  according  to  your 
wonted  noble  difpofition  to  me,  accept  .in  good 
part ;  and  fo  with  the  prefentation  of  my  humble 
fervice,  I  leave  your  lordfhip  to  the  div'me  preferr 
vatioa 

JOHN    DAVIS. 
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Of  the  Original  and  firft  Inftitiilion 

of  CORBES,  ERENAGHS,andTER- 

MON  Lands* 


Written  byJAMESUSttER,  afterwirdfi 
Archbishop  of  Armagh,  Anno  1609. 

[Thidtraa  is  in  the  LihrzTj  df  die  College  of  Dublin,  all 
inUfher's  own  Hand-'writingy  and  figned  byliini  J.  V. 
1609.] 


A^  OR  the  declatation  of  the  original  and  firft 
inftitution  of  Gorbes,  Ercnachs,  and  Tcrmon- 
'ands,  it  is  to  be  confidcrcd,  ift,  of  what  nature 
thefe  lands  be.  2.  How  they  oameto  be  pofleff- 
cdbythcTermoners.  3.  WhothefeCorbesand 
Erenachs  may  feem  to  have  been^  who  now  are 
the  chief  of  the  Termon  men.  4th,  and  laftly. 
Who  had  intcrefts  in  the  profits  of  thcfit  lands. 

Touching  the  firft,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in 
times  paft  it  was  jKovided,  that  whoever  founded 
a  church  Ihould  endow  the  fame  with  certaitt 
poffeffions^  for  the  maintenance  of  thofc  who  were 
^0  auend  God's  fervice  therein,  infomuch  that  a 
Kfliop  might  not  confcerate  any  church,  before 
an  inftrument  of  filch  a  donation  was  delivered 
by  the  founder.  ConciL  Braccarcm.cap.  $.  *Unuf- 

quifqucepifcopus  meminerit,  ut  non  prii^  dedicct 

'ecclefiamaut  Bafilicam,  nifi  antea  dotemBafiU- 

N  2  f  cfie. 
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*  cae  ctobfcquium  i  pfiuspcrdonationcm  chartulae  con* 
'  firmaTurti  accipiat.  Namquc  non  levis eft ifta  tcmc- 

*  ritas,  fi  fine  Iuminariis,velfineAiftenlationecorum 

*  qui  ibidem  fcrvituri  funt,  tanquam  domus  privata 

*  ifa<cbnfecr«ur€ccleria/  And  after  this dorfatiori» 
the  founder  was  no  longer  to  have  the  difpofal  of 
thefc  pofleflions,  but  the  ordering  thereof  apper- 
tained unto  the  bifhop.     Whereupon  thSfr  canon 

TdeuTik  ^*®  cnadked  in  divers  councils,  (a)  '  Muiti,  contra 
cip.  i^.'  *  canonum  conftituia,-iic  ecclefias,  quas  aedifkavc- 
M<i^nt.  *  rint,  poftulant  confecrari,  ut  dotem,  quam  eidem 
^o,^c!iJ!^i/  cccleliaecontulerunt,  cenfeantadepifcopiordinati- 
^'»*-  .  *  onem  non  pertinere,  quod  fadum  et  in  prcteritum 
cnfe^^tp!"  •  dSf^ilicet^dt  in  fmtwoprehibeitJiF/  Hence  iteanJe  to 
"^"  pafs,  Ihit  every  thurch  had  allotted  to  it  a  certain 

proportionofland  (with  fervantsappcrtainingthcre- 
unto)  free  from  all  temporal  impofitions  and  ttr 
rfftibiW,  asmayappdarby  the  ftatutcof  Ctode- 
Ih)  Cipitu-  raagiW^*)*  Statutumr  eft  ul  unicoique  ecdrii^omis 
iir.  ab  An-  ^  ffldtrfuft  itttcgcr,  abfcpic  alio  fervitio  aidrifbuator/ 
SS^iib!',.  &C.    And  theeooncit  of  Cologne,  hM  itt  *^ 
"P-  ^-      tittte6f  Chartes^tegroflc/Nequc  ex  dote  ccclefiaef 
•1*.  t\  eH  imo  nattjrfo  «t  qaatuor  niiancf]piis^  ^^"^ 
*exigfal!«/  Neither  b  it  to  be  dotibted,  but*at 
thofe  v^^lfe  ftmrtded  cbtirches  opon^  that  fands,  be- 
ing virilling  ta  afltgn  ata  endowment  imtotbcm  in 
pJaccs  moft  corivenient,  would  for  Ais  ptfrpofr 
efpCci^Ily  make  choice*  rf  the  latida  next  adjoin^ 
ii!ig'um<5  tlie  hbtife  which  they  had  buiWed,  as 
M  rtift.     Bede  (c)  particularly  recordeth  in  his  hJftory  of  bi- 
^^'^^  ihop  Aidan,  •  that  hcf  had  no  proper  poffcflion, 
*  except!  ccclefia  fui  et  adjacentibus  agelfis/ 

l!^w  Erenacft  fed  Tcrmon-land^  being^c^ 
from  afi  Charges  of  temporal  lords,  as  all  ccclen- 
aftical^  poffeflions  were  by  the  fourth  cdnftitot^^J 
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of  tbe  council  held  at  Ca(h^|,  Anno^iya,  (rf)  theWj>«rti^^^ 
bilhops)being the  chief  Ipr^^pf  them,  and  church€;3Hib.  Exp. 
being  commonly  burlt  upon  the^n,  the  i?eps^ration*'  "*  ^'^^ 
^f  agrcat.pj^rt  whereof  lay  continually  upoa  the 
Erenaqhs  that  belonged  to.^m,  there  is  np  fturf- 
tion  to  be  made  but  that  thoy  were  of  this  nature ; 
and  forafmiich  as  unto  thj^fc  lands  certain  free- 
doo^s  vf^c^  annexed,  narnel^^^the  privilege  of  fiinc- 
tuary  (as  appeareth  by  the  office  f  taken  for  the t  »•«>««.  p. 
comity  of  Ovan)  the  land  from  thence  was  called  ^*^\ 
Tcrnaon,  or  free  and  preceded  land  :  for  the 
word  tearmuin  is  ufed  in  ^the  Irifti  tongue  for  a 
fenftuary  (whence Tcrmoa-fiechin,a town  belong- 
ing ur^to  the  archbiihop  of  Armagh  hath  his  deno- 
mination, as  it  were  thefanftuary  <^f  F^Wn,.(^)W^«^qoo^ 
oneof  the  country  faints)  and  may  well  he  thought  topog.  Hib. 
to  have  been  borrowed  by  the  Irifti  (as  many  other  ^l^;  uwT 
words  are)  from   the  Latin  terminus,  by  p cafon  *?""*  *^* 
,  tnat  luch  privileged  places   were  commonly  de-^^4^<»?^7 
%ied  by  fpecial  marks  and  bounds.    TirmimsVbut^^^C' 
Jmaihcibabeatfgm  circa  fi^  fays  an  ancient  fynod**"'  "3°- *• 
of  (/)  Ireland  ;  and  the  old  law  of  the  Bavarians,  l/)Cojut 
(Hb.  4.  §  I .)  *  Si  quis  fervum  .ecclefiae  vel  ancillam  h*SitCrin 
'  ad  fugiendum  fuaferit,  et  eos  foras  Terminum]^'JJ;j^'  bJ; 

*  duxerit^et  exinde  probatus  fuerit^revqcetcum  cc-Co*<«»- 

*  leriter,'  &c.  1  conclude,  therefore,  that  Tccmons 
were  indeed  free  land,  but  free  from  all  claim  of , 
temporal  lords,  not  of  the  church,  being  Iruly 
territoriumecciefiafikum^  land  merely  eoclefiaflical, 
Bot  of  fuoba  middle  nature  as  the  jurors  of  Gan- 
gall  found  that  land  to  beof,^  Wherein  thdirmo- 
oaftery  was  feated^  whofe evidence  is  thus  record- 
ed, (f )  *  Koftri  jurati  dixerunt,  quod  noftfum  mo-  ^h'trttrum 

'^nafterium  in ^loco libero,  non  in  fifco,  non  interra*  ooWtfto 

*  ecclcfiaftica  effet/  &c.  Our  Tcrmons,  I  fay,  were  ^Ll^'  *' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


XS2  USHEJl   OF   CORBES,   &c. 

not  free  after  this  fort,  but  tributary  unto  the 
church,  as  may  be  fccn  in  the  regifter  of  Cloghcr, 
Glebe  iMwU  ^'^^^^  Matthcw,  bifliop  of  Clogher,  is  (aid  to 
bekmsing  havc  granted,  certain  lands  unto  one  Philip 
Swdi  in  0*Heogan, '  pro  duobus  folidis  fingulis  annis  fibi 
i^^Oiire,  4,  g^  fyjg  fucccflbribus  et  ecclefiae  Clogherenfi  fol- 
wefteoun.  ♦  vcndis  nominc  tributi  -,*  aiifl  a  little  after, '  quam 
Sw  W*  terrae  peciam  feci t^  pat riciusfufcus  O'Heogain 
tutry^undt,  c  gj enachus  diaae  ecclefiae  nobis  et  ecclefiae  Clog- 
muia  in  the*  rcnfi  trfbutariam,  reddendo  inde  nobis  et  fuc- 
ftiS^j'tttfy.*  ^^^^^^"^^5  noftris  ex  ci  fingulis  annis  unumfo- 
lun?.         <  lidum  ufualis  monetae.* 

So  the  tenants  of  the  Erenach  and  Termon- 
lands  were  tributary,  otfnviecckftaftici^  which  is 
the  fecond  point  to  be  enquired.     For  the  under- 
Handing  whereof  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  the 
temporal  lands  appertaining  to  the  church,  were 
occupied  by  laymen,  who  hulbanded  the  fame, 
both  for  the  behoof  of  thcmfclves  and  their  fami- 
lies, and  likewife  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  In 
(i)Pith«m**  admonitione  (A)  Caroli  apud  Piftas  :  **  Ut  co- 
'•j^^io&no  *«  loni,  tam  fifcales  quam  ecclefiaftici,  &c.  pon  de- 
aopcrii,  '  *•  negent  (i)  carropeia  et  mariopera  ex  antiqua 
^^.'^"••"*'"  confuetudine.  Ibid,  ut  quoniam  quibufdam  in 
(/)  cerritge  <«  i^^is  coloui  tam  fifcalcs,  quam  dc  cafis  Dei  fuas 

end  menur-       ...  .  r  *. 

ing.  «  haereditates,  \.  e.  mania  quae  tenent,  non  folum 
^*  fuis  paribus,  fed  et  clericis,  canonicis,  ac  villanis 
**  pre(byteris,  et  aliis  quibufcumque  vendunt,  et 
•*  tamtummodo  cellam  retinent ;  et  hac  occafione 
•'  ficdeftrudtae  funt  vill^,ut  non  folum  cenfus  de- 
•*  bitus  inde  non  poflit  exigi,  fed  etiam  quae  terrae 
**  dc  fingulis  manfis  fuerunt,  non  poflunt  cognofci 
**  conftituimus  ut  pr^ecipiatur  a  noftris  miniftriatt- 
**  buset  aminiftris,  ut  hoc  nullo  hkhIo  de  caetcro 
**  fiat,iievillae  deftrui5te  atq;  confufae  liant.'*  Thefc 
occupiers  of  the  land  were  of  two  conditions,  as 

appeareth 
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appeareth  by  the  fentence  of  Anaftafius  the  emper* 
or.  (k)  **  Agricolarum  alii  quidetn  funt  ^dfcripti-W^^^^ 
^^  til,  et  eorum  peculia  dominis  competunt  \  alii  ve^  tir.  Art. 
'^  ro  tempore  annorum  triginta  coloni  fiunt  liberi^^22|^f 
^^  manentes  cum  liberie  fuii,  et  ii  etiam  coguntur>'* 
'^  terram  colere  &  canonem  preftare  ^'^  and  in  the 
fame  title,  in  the  laft  law  fave  one^fe^t.  ult.  no  man 
may  ^*  vel  adfcriptitium  vel  colonum  alienum  fci- 
^*  enti  prudentique  in  fuum  jusrecipere  \*  but  h$ 
muft  reilore  him  ^^  admonente  domino  vel  ipfiua 
*^  adfcriptitii  vel  terras.  Dominus  terras  (the  land* 
**  lord)  was. lord  of  the  adfcriptitiua,"  but  not  to 
the  free  colon,  who  had  for  his  lord,  the  land,  ra- 
ther than  the  landlord.  Whereupon  the  emperors 
Thcodofius  and  Valcntinian  (/)  give  this  note  con- J^^J^  ^^ 
ccrning  them  :  **  Licet  condiilone  videantur  *^*i!^'^ 
^^  genui,  fervi  tamen  terras  ipfius,  cui  nati  funt,ThnNn(^. 
**  exiftimentur,  nee  recedendi  quo  velint,  aut 
^*  permutandi  loca  habeant  facultatem/^ 

Such  were  the  cohni  liberie  who  by  thirty  years 
pofTeiTion  obtained  from  the  landlords  an  efiate  of 
Inheritance,  remaining  free  tenants,  tho*  holding 
by  a  bafe  tenure.  Forafmuch  as  (even  by  the  com- 
mon law)  (m)nolandholden  by  villenage,  nor  any  (">)  titiiu 
cuftotn  rifing  of  the  lands,  can  ever  make  a  free-iliSTtf?/^ 
man  villein.  A^criptitii  were  the  fame  with  thofe 
whom  the  Grecians  call  %fn$ii\ut  rS  J^^m  agri  iffius 
cofffervus  ;  our  common  lawyers,  viUeifu  regardant 
to  a  manor;  and  the  Fvtnch^ homines manus morttui^ 
who  could  not  be  alienated  away,  but  were  perpe- 
tually bound  unto  thofe  lands,  whereunto  at  nrft 
they  were  appointed  \  in  which  refpedt,  manctfia 
rujlica^  in  the  civil  law,  are  reckoned  among  thofe 
goods  which  are  immoveable.  **  Nominatim  Ju» 
**  lianus  ait  mancipia  effe  veluti  membra  rerum  im« 
^*  mobilium ;  atqut  ideo,  I  3.  D.  de  divers,  temp. 

prefcrip. 
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^^  prefcrip.  Long»  poffeffionis  Toefcri^fio  iocam 

^'  hab^c  dfcitur  tarn  in  prsbdiis  ^juam  4h  "mahCipHs, 

ttc."  Thus  Cuja^itis  in  his  expofitkm  'of  Jwftini- 

itn^s  ^\h  rtovd,  where  the  ftatute  of  Leo  the  em- 

ihtM^^ou  P^^'^  ^^  recited,  **  Vuit  Xp)  ilia  (Leonis  ncmpe 

ut.  a.  Til.  ^*  conftitutto)  net^ue  Deo  attiabilem  archiepifco- 

*•  piim,&c.  neqoe  tcconomtim  venderre,  ant  do- 

^*  tiare,  ^t  aliter  alienare  tctn  immobilem,  do- 

*•  mum  forfali  aut  agrum,  aut  colonum,  aut  man- 

^*  tipia  ruftica,  iaut  tdvilcs  annonas  (nam  et  tec 

"**  inter  immbbilia  funt  numeranda)  quse  competunt 

^*  CohftantinopolitanaefanCkiffimaemajoriccclefise, 

silvan^*.    ^*  fitc.  In  like  fort,  the  council  held  atSenlis,"(o) 

eKfii^Dtr**  Nulli  iiceat  alrcnare  rem  immqbilem  ecclefia» 

erewutti    <<  five  domum,  five  agrum,  five  hortura,  five  ruf- 

GftiKeMHi.  "  ticum  mancipium."    Thefe  fervants  were  often 

itfict^iV  manumitted  and  made  free,  remaining  yet  ftill 

tribuftary  unto  their  landlords,  of  which  condition 

were  they  who  in  France  of  old  were  called  Li^^ 

oxLiti%  in  Italy,  y#Wi(?«^^  i  of  whom   menticm  is 

made  in  this  conftitution  of  Ludovicus  Pius,^i^ 

Anfeglfum^Xih.  4.  cap.  1202  (in  the  copy  which 

itX^iiT  Reiiurus  Reincccius  (j>)  ufed  ;  for  in  Pithoeus's 

OroH  ro»c-cditionI  do  iiot  find  it ;  **  Aldioncs  Vel  Aldianaedl 

n»-  'S^  '^*.iege  vivant  in  Italia  in  fervitutem  dominorum 

^^  fuorum,  qua  Fifcalini  velLidi  vivunt  in  Francia." 

And  in  the  laws  of  the  Rinuarians.  tit.  64.  §.  i. 

^*  Si  quisTervum  fuum  tributarium  aut  litum  fece- 

"**  rit,  fi  quis  eum  interfecerit   36  fol  culp.  jud." 

.     .Of  thefe  divers  conditions  of  fervityde  mention  is 

^made  in  the  laws  of  the  emperors  Arcadius  and 

(f)Ojd.rib!Honorius,  (j)  *'  Servos  vel  tributarios  vel  inquili- 

Agriciet   .**'nosapud  dorainos  fqos  volumus  remanerc ;" 

j^j^j'^^.andin  thcfecoiul  council  of  Challons,  (r)  **  Q^ia 

(r)  c^di!"  conftat  in  eoclefeL  diverfarum  conditionum  ho- 

n^^'S's.  '*  chines  effe  ut  fint  nobiles  &  ignobilcs  fervi,  co- 

^*  loni, 
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"  loiH,  inquHini,  ct  caetera  hujufmodi   nomina, 
**  <^9ortet  ut  nuicunquc  ds  prclati  funt  clerici  fire 
**  kici  ckmcBter^rgo  cos\agant,  ct  mifcrecorditcr 
**  eoa  tra£tent,  five  in  exigcndis  ab  eis  opcribuSf 
**  five  in  accipicndis  tributis,  &  quibufdam  de  vi* 
•*  tis,"  &c.  Thus  in  times  paft  thofe  who  endow; 
cd  churches  and  abbeys,  beftowed  not  only  bare 
lands,  but  hinds  ftocked  as  it  were  with  certain 
fcpts  and  races,  tied  there  perpetually  to  perform 
all  fervlces  for  the  behoof  and  benefit  of  thofe  to 
whom  they  were  given.    Such  a  deed  of  gift  wc 
find  made  by  one  Erfoinus,  (j)in  the  tune  of  El-(/)Cent«r. 
pcricus  or  Chilperic  the  French  king,  about  860c^JJfftf 
years  ago  :  '*  In  loco  qui  dicitur  Openwilarc  tra-»^<Y*^**' 
'^dimus,  S,  Galloni  (he  meaneth  Callus,  oneofiao.iuui«' 
**  the  old  worthies  of  Ireland,  from  whom  the  fa-****^' 
**  mous  monaftery  and  town  of  Gangall  in  Switz- 
"crland,  had  the  name)  viginti  inchos,  et  in 
"  Eberinlien  unum  inchum  de  vincSt,  et  de  colonis 
**  meis  Erfoinum  cum  uxore  fuk,  ct  cum  omni  a|)- 
*'  pertencntii  fu^,  cum  caft  et  cum  terrSl,  et  cum 
*'  omnibus  fuis,  et  alium  fervum  nomine  Waldol- 
**  fum,cum  ca&,  cumterri,et  cum  omnibusad  eum 
"  per  tinentibus."  Hence  it  is  that  we  find  fo  often 
la  old  .grants,  men  numbered  among  other  pof- 
fcffions  given  in  Frank-Almoigne  ;  as  in  a  char- 
ter of  K.  Henry  II.  ratifying  a  former  donation  of 
earl  Strongbow,  in  thefe  words  :  **  Sciatis  quod 
•*  ego  dedi  et  conceffi  et  h&c  mcSl  charts  confirma- 
*'  vi  Thomx  Dominico  meo  clcrico  dignitatem 
"  quae  dicitur  abbatia  de  Glendaladie,  et  per- 
^*  fonatum  intus  et  extra,  et  omnes  res  et  poflef* 
**  fiones,  et  homines,  et  redditus  in  ecclefiis,  ct  ob- 
"  lationibus,  et  decimis^  &c.  ct  cum  omnibus  aliis 
•*  rebus  ad  abbatiam  illam  pertinentibus  in  perpc- 
I*  tuam  eleemofynam,  ficuti  melius  Richardus 

**  Comes 
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^*  Comes  fu2l  chartSL  confirmavit."  Thus  there  ap- 
pertained unto  churches  two  forts  of  tenants, 
••  ferv!  ecclefiae  cum  onere  in  the  nature  of  vilfeins, 
"  et  libcri,  or  coloni  ecclefiaftici,"  as  may  evidcnt- 
dently  be  feen  in  the  TaWs  of  the  old  Almayncs, 
where  fcveral  fines  are  fet  down  for  the  killing  of 
cither  of  them^  fuch  as  the  Irifh  cz\l  ericb^  or  pre- 
pumjanguinis^  and  like  wife  a  taxation  of  ihe  ordi- 
nary duties  which  both  of  them  were  bound  to 
perform  unto  the  church  whereunto  they  werera- 
gardant.  The  firft  is  to  be  read,  tit.   8.  and  9. 
**  Si  quis  ecclefiafticum  fervum  vel  regium  occidc- 
**  rit,  tripliciter  componetur,  hoc  eft  xlv.  Sol. 
**  Quicunque  liberum  ecclefiae,  quern  colonum  vo- 
**  cant,  Occident,  ficutalii  Alamanni  componalur.*' 
Theolher,  tit.  aa.  and  23.  "  Servi  ecciefiae  tri- 
**  buta  fua  legitime  reddant,  xv.  ficlas  dc  cervifii, 
•*  porcum  valentem  tremiffem  unum,  panum  mo- 
•**  dia  duo,  pullos  v.  ova  xx.  Ancillac  autem  opc- 
*•  ra  impofita  five  neglecto  faciant,  &c.  Libcri  au- 
*•  tem  ecclefiaftici,  quos  colonos  vocant,  omncs 
*•  ficut  &  coloni  regis,  ita  reddant  ad  ecclefiam.*' 
That  the  holders  of  the  Tcrmon  lands  were  at  the 
firft  tenants  in  one  of  thefe  kinds,  fcemeth  to  me 
more  than  probable.   I  mean   that  thofc  were 
no  other  than  •*  originarii  (as  Gelafius  (/)  termcth 
toE^!*^"'"  them)  originales  inquilini,  tributarii,  or  pcrfonae 
LvctBic.    4«  colonariae,**  as  Sidonius  ApoUinaris  \u)  doth  en- 
Epift.*!/'  title  them,  or  adfcriptitii,  or  fome  fuch  thing. 
Whereupon  John  Walton,  archbifhop  of  Dublin, 
ann.  1473$   giving  out  a   fcqueftration  of  the 
Corbeftiip  of  Glendalach,  diredelh  it  in  this  fort. 
{v))  **  Johannes,  miferatione  divina  Dublinien- 
g^l^fh!'**  ^*s    archiepifcopus  et    Hibcrnise  Primas,  cle- 
DuWb.      *«  j}qs^  vaffalis,  adfcriplitiis,  et  aliis  habitatoribus 
**  vill»  et  totius  dominii  noftri  de  Glendelache, 
**  terrarum,filvarum,ncmorum.,  etallorumlocorum 
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^ipfiusmanerii  noftri,  faiutem,  gratiam,  et  bene-  - 
'^  didionem."  A  ftrip  of  which  fervitude  may  feem 
toremain  to  this  day  upon  the  Erenach,  who,  be- 
lides  an  anauai  rent  payed  nomine  tributi  (as  before 
I  noted  out  of  the  regifterof  Clogher)  doth  like- 
wife  give  to  the  biihop  a  fine  upon  the  marriage 
of  every  of  hisdaught^s,  which  they  call  Luach 
i  impigche,  as  the  biihop  of  Kilndore,  who  doth 
Qfiiaily  recdve  it,  informed  me ;  fa  that  I  take 
'  iiohold  of  the  words  of  Dermicius  O  Cane,  one 
[  of  the  Corbes  of  the  north,  and  one  of  the  jurors  in 
'  llic  inquifition  for  the  church  lands  in  the  county s«e  tbit  i». 
of  Coleraine,  ufed  to  the  biftiop  of  Dcrry  (as  hisg^^* 


told  mcj  were  to  this  efFeft.    *  Non 

*  debet  dominus  mutare  cenfum  antiquum,  fed  fi 

'careat  rebus  neceflariis,  vaccispinguibus,  &c.  de* 

'■*  bet  ad  nos  mittere,  et  nos  dcbemus  illi  fubminif- 

[^trare.    Nam  quaecunque  nos  habemus  domini 

'^  funt,  et  nos  etiam  ipfi  illius  fumus/ 

Nciiher  will  it  feem  ftrange  that  the  original  of 
•We  matters  Ihould  be  fetched  from  this  kind  of 
'atlTalage,  if  it  be  well  weighed,  that  the  tenure 
» little  better,  whereby  the  northern  people  hold 
••icirland  generally  (as  appeareth  by  the  taillages, 
<»cuttmg8,  wherewith  the  Irifli  lords  oppreffed 
ftcir  tenants  at  their  pleafure)  and  likewife  that 
*  limes  paft,  the  buying  and  felling  of  fervants 
(which  now  is  grown  out  of  ufe)  was  a  matter  fo 
^wnmon  in  this  country,  that  in  an  ancient  fynod 
!<^  Ireland,  a  bilhop's  legacy  out  of  the  church 
joods  is  proportioned  by  the  price  of  a  wife,  or  a 
•^Jdfervant,  as  may  be  feen  in  two  ancient  books 
*f  canons,  written  about  700  years  fihce,  the  one 
JJ^ining  in  Bennet-College,  and  the  other  in  Sir 
Robert  Cotton's  library.    </  Princeps  (faith  that 
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^  fynody  meaning  thciw^y  the  biflMp,  jas  idfe- 
^  wh^w  ordinarily)  in  fuk  niiorte  etiam  de  rebus 
^  ecclefi^  comroendare  potef^,  hoceft,  pr«tiiima!i- 
^  cillse,  five  dc  mobili  fubitanti^,  Hve  de  agro.* 
Wiiereunto  may  be  added  another  caofon  of  that 
(»)1ji  vet.  Irifli  council  {h)  ('Whidixometh  more  near  to  the 
iiMJotton,^*^*^^''  ^  hand)  '  De  corom€ndati<Mie.mqlicrifi  dc- 
*"gentisfubconjugio,  fi  habuertt  ecde(i$tm  cuifcr- 

*  vicritquamdiacum  virofiwrit,  ex  conCenfuwi 
^  tertiam  partem  fubftantteedabit  ecck&d&fKm  (fed 
'^  rircjqsdiftribuet)  cs^tera  autcm  viri  et  fifortt© 
*>ejusenint.l 

Wheroby  I  take  it. to  be  clear,  that  the  churches 
of  Ireland  in  old  time  had  not  only  fervants  be- 
longing to  them  in  the  way  of  vtUenagey  but  fifo 
kberi  ^cckju^kh  who  had  a  propriety  in  the  goeds 
^hich  they  acquired,  and  might  freely  diQ)de  (f- 
them,  =and  yet  ought  fcrvicc  to  fome  fpccial 
church ;  in  which  refpedt  (though  otherwifc  Ida) 
ly)  ctpitu.th^  were  ufually  termed  j&c«m^j  ecckju^ich  as  in 
M   Ml?'  *  Cap»^^l'>s  Carolinis  (y)  a  Benedifto  Leviia  Col- 

*  ledis.  Pro  nimiJt  reclamatione  quae  ad  nos  venitde 
<  hom'inibus  ecclefiafticis  feu  fifcalinis,  qui  non 

*  crant  adjuranti*  and  in  the  old  laws  of  the  R»p«- 
Brians,  tit.  10.4  i.     *  Siquisfseminamrcpam^ut 

*  ecclefiafticam  parientem   interfeccrit,  ccc.  fo'* 

*  culp.  jud.  tit.  21 .    Quod  fi  ingenuus  aut  rcgios 

*  vel  ecclefiafticus  homofervoosfr^eritj  viii.fol. 

*  culp.  jud/ 

I  come  now  to  the  third  point,  which  concern- 
-eth  the  original  of  theCorbcsand  Erenachs,  who 
t>ear  themfelves  as  head  lords  over  tbefe  hmi^^ 
M  Condi.  ^^^^^9M^'-  Where  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  for  the 
^hticcd.  *  receiving  and  difpofing  of  the  dburoh  goods  it  wjs 
cJ^;ufN«-**'«>^^^  expedient  (z)  that  every  church  ftp*^ 
ceii.a!an.*  jbave-anceconomus,  cui  res  ecclefiaftica  guber* 
"•  *  nanda 
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*  nandia  mandalKitar.  *  For  &>  this  officer  15  dtfined 
ifl  the  conftitution  of  riie^  emperors  Leo  and  An- 
thcmius,  lib.  i.  Codicis^Juftmiani,  tit.  i.  (dc  fa- 
CFofanft.  ecclirf.)  reg.  14.  The  law  there  (eniargcci 
%wardsby  Jufttatan  (a)  inNovd.  conftitut.  y.^'^kft**"^' 
andcxtended  to  all  the  provinces)  is  thiB:  "  Ju-tit.i.  *** 

*  beimiis,  nulli  pofthac  archiepifcopo  in  hoc  urbet 

*  regia  facrofanftae  orthodoxso  ecclefise:  pr^idutr 

*  nulli  ^Bconomo,  cui  res  ecclefiaftica  gubernan- 
!*damanditur,  efle  facultatem  fundos  vcl  prat- 
|*(lia,  five  urbana  five  ruftica,  !«&  poftremo  inir* 

*  mobiles  aut  in  his  prsediis  colonos  vd  mand** 

*  pia^  conffituta,  aut  annonos  civileis  cujufcunquc 
*ft!prtttt^  vel  fuperftitis  voluntate  ad  rcligiofias 

t^ceclcfias  devolutas,   fub  cujufqae  alicnadonis 
1*015  ad  quamcunque  transferre  perfonam,  &c. 
Occonoitius  autcm  qui  hoc  fccerit,  imo  ficri- 
^Prfte  fucrrt,    vd   quacunque  prorfus  hujuf- 
^itJocfivcnditione,  feu  don^tione,  vd  commuta* 
^  (nifi  ea  qua&  prefcnti  lege  concedimus)  pof- 
trcrao  m  quacunque  alienatione    confenferit^ 
^^tniffa  fibi  ceconomatus  adminiftratione  pri- 
•vctur,  deque  ejus  bonis,   qubdcunquc  estinde 
incomtnodum  ecclefise  contigerit,  teformetur: 
Haredcs  ejus,  et  fuccefforcs,  ac  pofteri  fdper 
•hocpado  fiveconfenfu  competenter  ab  ecck- 
'fiaftfcis  pcrfonis  aaioiie  pulfentur/     The  ex- 
*^tion  of  this  office  was  in  times  'f)aft  committed 
^thofc  who  are  archiprefbiteri,  or  archidiacotti- 
2^<^^  ttincmarus,  archbilhop  of  Rheims,  in 
JS^iflte  to  the  church  of  Tournay,  willeth  the 
•"Wp,  ♦  Ut  pro  conftituendis  minifterialibus  ec- 
cl^fticis  praemium  non  accipiat,    fed  arcbn 
^tf^itet65^  et    arcbididconos   eligat,   faciiltafum 
^  ccdcfiafticarum  difpenfatores,  qui  in  fide  fint 
;  finccri,  et  in  moribus  probati/     And  the  fa- 
thers 
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W <^«- «sthcrs  of  the  firft  council  of  Baccara  (i)  givm^ 
order  for  the  difpofing  of  a  portion  of  the  church 
goods  towards  reparations  and  lights,  fetitdown 
thus,  *  De  qui  parte  five  arebiprejbiter^  five  arcbi- 

*  diaconus  illam  adminiftrans  cpifcopo  faciat  ra- 

*  tionem/  The  archidiaconus  and  the  Ercnach 
have  in  the  Irifti  tongue  both  the  fame  hamc^ 
viz.  Eireinneach,  or  (as  fome  would  write  it) 
Oirchindeach,  and  the  name  of  the  Corbc,  Corp^b^ 
or  Corbacb  (for  the  Irilh  ufe  the  letters  p  and  b  in- 
diflferently)  and  the  Chorcpifcopus  feemeth  to  me 
lo  have  his  original  from  the  fame  with  aichipref- 
biter.     Synod.     Auguftan.  ann.  1548.     '  Quc» 

*  Gratci  Chorcpifcopcs,  hoc  eft,  certarum  r^- 
^  unoularum   in  qualibet  dioecefi,   fpeculatores, 

*  alii  archidiaconos,  alii  archipre(biteros  vocant : 
^  in  noftri  ecclefil  cathedral!,   archidiaconi,   in 

*  rcliqui  yero  dioeccfi,  dccanorum  ruralium  no^ 

*  mine  cenfcntur.'  Our  Corbes  and  Erenachs^ 
befide  the  office  of  gathering  up  the  bi(bc>p!s 
rents,  were  likewife  charged  with  maintaining 
of  hofpitality,  relieving  the  poor,  and  entertain- 
ing travellers  and  ftrangers.  That  the  Chorc- 
pifcopus of  old  had  fome  efpecial  care  over  the 

(f)v.ciii.  poor,  appcarelh  by  the  laft  canon  fave  one  of 
TriifuSL'''  the  council  of  Neocaefarea.  But  that  charge  pro- 
v«^«c««n>  perly  belonged  to  the  deacons,  (c)  who  had  the 
ct  onuphri.overfight  and  difpofing  of  the  ecclefiaflical  mo- 
nm  in"rr' tiies,  as  Origen  noteth,  tractat.  16.  in  Mattheum, 
uur'^  and  the  caire  of  providing  for  the  poor  and  ftrangers 
ecciicirt.  (whence  in  times  pad  xenodocBia  were  called  did' 
verb.  di«».  ^^^j^>^  ^^  ^j^  ^Q  ^Q  ^j^  archdeacon,  a«  tfre  princi- 

(^Jj*-j|^*'pal  of  that  order :  I  mean  the  ancient  archidiaconi^ 
a.yit«Gre.who  in  degree  were  inferior  to  the  prefbiteri,  not 
|^»»ctp.   the  archdeacons  of  higher  rank,  that  exercifejur 
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lifdiftion  under  the  bi(hop.  And  to  that  former 
kind  of  Archidiaconi  do  I  refer  the  Erenachs,  Virho 
therefore  were  fo  many  in  number  in  every  die- 
cefc,  and  (for  aught  that  I  can  learn)  were  wont  to 
be  admitted  ad  primam  tonfuram  et  diaconatum, 
and  not  promoted  ad  prefbiteriyim.  But  the 
Corbe  (whom  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  fame 
with  Chorepifcopus,  or  archiprefbiter)  was  of  a 
higbcr  dignity,  and  ftated  in  ecclefia  matricc  9 
and  had  alfo  in  many  places,  one  or  more  Ere- 
Bachs  under  him.  In  Latin  he  was  called  Pleba- 
nusjt  as  it  is  found  in  the  office  taken  for  the^  t^te,  p. 
county  of  Cavan.  Now  the  Plebanus  was  tht^^^ 
fame  with  the  rural  dean,  Archiprefbiter,  or  Chor- 
cpifcopus,  may  appear  by  the  teftimony  of  the 
canonifts,  dtcd  by  Ifidoi'us  Moponius,  lib.  i.  dc 
n^jcftatc  militantisecclefiae,  part  i.  ch.  13.  *  Ru- 
*wlis  archiprefbiter  vel  decanus  (fays  Moponius) 
4lioinomine  Plebanus  regimine  plebis  nuncu- 
P^tur;  unde  fi  habit  capellanos  perpetuos  in  , 
ftii  ccclefik  dicitur  effe  cum  dignitate,  vel  (i 
^  in  coUegiata  ct  in  parochiali  curata.*  Where- 
^th  compare  this  certificate,  Corbanatus^  &?r.  (vide 
1 157.)  delivered  unto  fir  John  Davis  three  or 
*^  years  fince  by  an  Irilh  fcholar  in  the  north. 

Thcconfidcration  of  all  thefe  circumftances  put 
Jjgcthcr,   have  induced  me  to  think  that  our 
*^  at  the  firfl  inflitution  was  Chorepifcopus, 
W  whofe  name  and  dignity  being  unknown  untoR«npuiK 
Jcriider  Infti,  no  marvel,  though  fome  of  themSul" 
wcdctorted  the  name  of  Corbe  to  Converbius^'«  p^**- 
^fo  fome  of  them  in  Latin  ftile  him)  or  Con-^c^'ohtm 
*ri»ch  in  Irifti,  which  importeth  as  much  as^/^^' 
Contcrrancus.    In  the  Irifti  annals  (f)  the  name'^'j^  *-^»i«>- 
*  written  thus,  Comrba,  or  Comliurbft  where?/")  t^ii 
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the  grft  mention  of  a  Corbc  tbat  I  find  is  at  thc^ 
858th  year  from  Chrift*s  nativity,  or  859  fro©  his 
incarnation,  after  the  computation  of  the  church 
of  England ;  there  it  is  recorded^  *  that  O  Canrdl 

*  king  of  Oflbry^  affifted  with  other  Irings^ 
^  brought  his  army  into  the  field  againft  the  king 

*  of  Taraughe;  hut  Imfeathna,  Patrick's  Corbe^ 
^  and  Imfuarlech  Finno  his  Corbe,  interpofing 
^  themfelvcs,  O  Carrol  was  per fuadcd  to  yi^ld  to 

*  St.  Patrick  and  his  Corbe/  So  in  the  fan>e  an- 
nalSy  at  the  year  of  our  Lord  920,  or  921  after  the 
commqn  account,  is  noted  the  death  of  Moenach 
MacSiadhaiel,  St.  Comhgall  his  Corbe,  the  chief 
head  (as  he  is  there  called)  of  all  the  learning  or 
antiquities  of  freland. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  the  Corbes  and  Ere- 
nadis  always  ufed  to  marry,  and  therefore  not 
like  to  have  been  Archiprelbiteri  or  Archi4iacoBi. 
But  unto  this  I  anfwer,  that  in  Ireland^^whcn 
churches  were  there  firft  erected,  no  fu<?h  law  was 
admitted,  which  iBhould  rcftr^in  Prelbiteri  or  Dia- 
conifwm  the  ftate  of  wedlock  5  for  pfoof  where* 
of  I  alledgetheteftimony  of  him  whofe  atiihority 
fe  of  hlghcft  efteem  with  our  people  of  Ireland^ 
I  mean  St,  Patrick,  who  had  to  his  father  Cal- 
phurnium  Piacpnum,  and  to  his  grandfather  Po- 
titum  Pi)efl>iterum,  as  Probus  fettethdown  in  the 
firft  book  of  bis  life  ;  and  he  Wmfclf  faith  alfo  in 
bis  confeflion,  *  Patrem  habui  Calphumium  Dia^ 
.  *  eonum,  filium  quondum  Potiti  Prefl>it3eri/  In 
a  very  ancient  bopk  which  belonged  to  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Worcefter,  and  may  now  be  feen 
in  Bennet's  cplfegc  library,  in  Cambridge,  there 
are  extant  certain  canons  bearing  this  infcription, 
Synodus  Epifcoporum,  i.  e.  Patricii,  Auxilii, 
Iflferainij  which  otherwhere  I  Have  read  alfo  cited 
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by  the  name  of  Synodus  Patricii,  as  held  by  our 
great  St.  Patrick,  in  whofc  days  Auxilius  and 
Ifcrnrnus  flourifhed,  as  may  ht  proved  not  only 
by  our  IrHh  authors,  but  alfb  by  Ncnnius  tthct^i^-^^^f- 
Briiifli  writer,  atxd  Matthew  of  Weftminftcr  (s)M)J^^^* 
Among  other  canons  of  that  Synod  this  is  one;/uian.49i. 
"  Quicunque  cleridus,  aib  oftiario  ufque  ad  faccr- 
**  dotem,  fine  tunica  vifus  fuerit,  atque  turpitu- 
"dinem  vcntris  et  nuditatcm  non  tegat;  et  fi 
*^  non  more  Romano  capilli  ejus  tonfi  fint,  et  uxor 
"  ejus  fi  non  velato  capitc  ambulaverit,  pariter 
"  a  laicis  contemnetur,  et  ab  ecclefiSi  feparetur.** 
And  as  it  is  manifeft  by  this  canon,  that  the 
clergy  at  that  time  were  not  debarred  from  mar- 
riage, fo  is  it  apparent  that  afterwards  iii  the  very- 
fee  of  Armagh,  for  fifteen  generations,  the  pri-^ 
raacy  hath  pafled  to  the  chief  of  the  fept,  as  it 
were  by  a  kind  of  Inheritance,  and  that  before 
Cclfus  (a  married'  bifliop,  who  dcceafed  aboutt '""•«»- 

jt  .      .  '4  van  3,  mo* 

fe  year  1129)  jam  odto  extiterant  viri  uxoratiyn«'»«g»tuni 
A  abfqiie  ordinibus,  literati  tamcn,  as  Bernard SSiu-  * 
writeth  in  the  life  of  Malachias,  which  is  rightjljj^^^^f- 
tlic  ftatc  of  our  Corbes  and  Erenachs;  for  as  thofe^-  ste^tn'i 
intlrric  poffeffcd  themfelves  of  the  ^laeeof  thecoSS^^t 
arohbiihop,  fo  did  others  in  like  manner  keep  ia^Sii  ul^ 
tlieirfept  the  dignity  of  the  Archiprelbiter,  f  by^Jj^^j^^^"*  fi^ 
Ac  nanie  of  Corbes,  and  others  of  the  archd^con^pat^^^ 
by  the  name  of  Erenachs;  very  littk  difFeringfiSlrSc!^, 
from  thofc,  which  in  Wales  were  called  Lay-ab-  *»jn^  qMem- 
oots,  of  whom  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  (^6)  thusr<|iftro  cjut 
Writeth,  which  is  a  teftimony  very  pertinent  tOvh^AiJhl^ 
tbls  piirpofe:  "  Notandum  quod  haac  ecclefia^^"' ^^^' 
^  Bcutetaliae  per  Hiberniani  et  Walliam  plurcs,(i&)w«»er. 
^^.abbafcm  laicum  habet.  Ufus  enim  inolevit  8b  ab^^^'JJ^. 
pravactonfuetudo,  uf  viri  in  paroch^  potentes,  4- 
O  '   •*  prime 
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^^  primo  tanquam  oeconomi,  feu  potius  eccle^-* 
**  arum  patroni  ct  defenfores  a  clcro  conftituti, 
*^  pollea  proceflu  temporis  auda  cupidine  totum 
**  fibi  jus  ufurparcnt,  ct  terras  omncs  cum  cxtc- 
'*  riori  poffeflionc  fibi  impudentfer  appropriarent^ 
^'  folum  altaria  cum  decimis  et  obventionibus 
**  clcro  rcHnquentcs,  ct  hac  Ipfa  filiis  fuis  ct  cog- 
"  natis  aflignantcs/'    Our  Corbcs  and  Erenachs 
do  commonly  fpcak  Latin,  and  arc  in  account 
as  clergymen,  being  fubjed  unto  the  bifliop^s  vi- 
fitation,  giving  unto  him  a  fubfidy  at  his  entrance, 
and  remaining  chargeable  with  proxies  and  refec- 
tions; whereof  in  the  firft  office  taken  for  tlic 
county  of  Tyrone,  27th  of  July,  1608,  this  evi- 
dence is  given  ;  **  Ac  ultcrius  jurali  praed.  fuper 
^*  facramentum  fuum  dicunt,  quod  in  qualibct 
^'  didarum  baroniarum  pra&ter  illas  terras,  qux 
"  antehac  poflidebantuf ,  ac  modo  poflidentur  ab 
/^  hominibus  nunc  laicis,  funtalis  quxdam  terrs 
*♦  dc  quibus  quidam  clerici  five  homines  literati  qui 
'*  vocantur  Efenaci^  ab  antiquo  feifiti  fucrunt, 
**  &c.  Nihilominus  quilibet  didlorum  Erenacho- 
**  rumfolvebatetfolvcredebebatarchicpifcopofi* 
**  vc  epifcopo,  in  cujus  dioeccri  terrae  quaspolfide- 
**  bant  fituatse  fuerunt,  quoddam  charitativura 
•*  fubfidium,  refeftioncs,  ac  penfionem  annua- 
^  Icm  fecundum  quantitatem  terr«  ct  confuetu- 
**  dinem  patriae/'     The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the 
Corbeftiip,   which  was  in  like  manner  fubjcA  to 
the  biftiop's  vifitation,  arid  fomctimes  alfo  by  him 
fequeftred  no  lefs  than  other  places  ecclefiaftical 
were,  whereof  I  find  this  precedent  in  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Dublin's  regifter;  "  Quia  ex  quibuf- 
^^  dam  rationabilibus  caufis  coram  nobis  deduAiSf 
**  animum  noftrum  juftc  movcntibus,  officium 

**  Corbanatus 
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"  Corbanatus  ibidem  cum  omnibus  emolumcntis 
^^  et  pertinentiis  fuis  duximus  fequeftrandum,  et 
"  fequcftramus  per  prcfentes :  Tadcum  OlkcUy 
"  cicricum  ejufdem  villae  et  ecclefiae  Glindcla- 
"  chenfis  ipfius  fequcftratorem  cuftodem  depu- 
"  tantes,  juriuitiqttc  et  pertinentium  difti  officii 
"  antiquitus  excrcfccntium,  et  cxcrefcerf  valcn- 
"  tium,  ufque  noftram  vifitationem  ct  ccclefise  et 
"  popularium  de  Glindelach  prscdidt.  ratioqinio 
"  cmolumentorum  ipfius  officii  ct  rerurq  ad  illud 
"  pertinentium  nobis  refervato^  &c.  etiam  ex 
*^  fcrutatis  antiquis  ecclefiae  noflrae  Dubliniei;if^8^ 
'*  fcripturis  et  monumentis  Teu  chartis,  difpofitior 
**  ncm  didti  officii,  cum  illud  vacare  contigcrit,  ad 
"  nosetnoftrosfuccefforcs  pcrtincre  dcbere,  ctnul- 
"  lum  alium  (fede  Dublinienfi  duntaxat  plenJl  et 
"  confult4  archiprefule)  pronuntiamusdecernimus 
"  ct  declaramus  in  his  fcriptis.  Datum  in  manerio 
"  noftro  dcB'^inglas,  i  imo.  die  menfis  Decembris, 
"  A.  p.  1473»  et  noftrat  confecrationis  anno  ado." 
This  IS  the  fcqueftratiphgivenoutby  JohnWalton, 
archbiftiop  of  Dublin^  whereof  I  made  nientioa. 
It  now  refteth  in  the  laft  place  that  I  (hould 
Ihew  who  had  intereft  in  the  profits  of  thefc 
church  lands  i  whefe  for  latter  times  it  appeareth 
by  the  regifter  of  Clogher  and  other  records,  that 
thcErenachs  held  thcJfe  lands  by  grants  from  the 
biftiop,  dean,  and  chapter,  which  by  order  were 
ftill  to  be  renewed^  both  at  the  firft  entry  of  every 
Ercnach,  and  upon  the  confecration  of  eyef y  jic w 
hifliop.  The  Erenachs  were  tied  to  manujccthe 
Termon  lands,  to  refidc  upon  them,  and  in  no 
^ife  to  alienate  them  unto  any  ftranger.  Out  of 
the  profits  thereof  they  maintained  hofpitality, 
kept  up  their  part  of  the  fabrick  of  the  cHUrchcs^ 
O  2  and 
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rcarly  rent  to  the  bilhops :  a  certain 
c.lahd  remained  unto  themfelycs 
alfHonorcm  villa)  not  chargcatlc 
,  In  turning  over  the  regifters  of 
^  of  Armagh,  which  by  meims  of 
i  lord  primate,  I  had  ocCafion  to 
with  thr^ evidences  tending  to  this 
e  cont^meth  the  grant  of  an  Ere- 
y  Mit6,  archbiftiiipdf  Armagh,  anno 

b  r"^ft^'  ^^^»  ^^^  *'  Univerfis  S.  Matris  ecclc- 

KichoUi  s  litefas  vifuris  vcl  audVturis,  Milo, 

Ar^d^    **  Dei  et  ipoftdiieae  fedis  gratis,  archiepifcd|>u9 
f.  6i.       a  Arinach.  Hiberriiae  primas,  falutem  in  Domino 

it  univerfitas  veftra,  nos  de 
voluntate  decani  et  nofiri 
i,  dediffe,  concelTifle,  et 
noftrSl  confirmafle  diledto 
rillielmo  et  Arthufo  Mac 
Arthuri  Mac  Bryn,  terras^ 
feheinento  tioftr6de  Kyi- 
itn  niagifter  Arthurus  de 
^chitina,  8rc*  Habendum 
tas  terras,  Cunii  earumperti- 
fco  &:  piano,  fire,  quas  et 

!\j:thurus  confuevit  habere. 
-»     •  »^  f 

^  et  omnibus  viiset  femitis,  pratis  et  pafcuis,  et 
^  brtnibuslibertatibtisctliberisconfuetudinibasad 
^  pra:di£tas  terras  fpeftantibus,  fecundumi  pfa- 
^^  rum  terrarum  debitas  et  antiquas  limitationes, 
^  "daihi  pleno  jure  Ercnachlae  in  toto  tenements 
^''edciefi^  de  Kellmore,  nobis  et  fuccefforibus 
5*  noftris,  quoad  vixerint  et  quilibet  corum  vixerit 
^^  pd^dcndas,  quamdiu  nobis,  noftrae  eccleCd^ 
^^  Armachands,  noftrifque  fuccefforibus  et  mini- 
Jf  iWs  grati  fuerint  et  obedientes,  et  quilibet 
"  "  "  eorum 
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^*  eorum  givtui  fuerit  et  obediens^  et  di^t  torrai 
**  coluerint,  feu  colucrit,  ac  eas  in  part?,  vd  in 
^*  totOy  nulli  laicoextripfecQcolendaa  tradidennt^ 
^.^  feu  tradiderit :  falvo  tamcn  jure  charm  di^ta 
^^  Artburo  fuper  iifdem  terris  couhSin  ad  totftni 
*^  vitam  ipfius  magiilri  Arthur!  i  quam  chartaia 
*^  volumus  pro  vit&  fuft»  preftnti  chartft  non  ob^ 
*^  ftante,  infuo  robore  permanere.  Reddendo 
^*  inde  annuatim  praedift,  WiUelmuiet  Artburua 
^^  filiua  praedi£k,  magiilri  Arthuri^  et  quilibet  fa> 
*^  rum  qui  rppervixerity  nobia  et  fucceflbribua 
**  noilria,  unum  marcam^  et  o&o  denarioa  ftcr^ 
V  iingoruniy  ad  fefta  apoftobrum  Philippi  et  Jw> 
*^  bi|  et  omnium  (andtorum,  per  portionea  ^qua* 
**  lc8|.  unum  cum  aUis  omnibus,  et  (trvitiia  inde 
*^  4^bitie9  et  confuetia.  In  cujusrei  teftimonium^ 
*'  ftgrHum  noftrum,  et  figillum  commune  noltri 
**  capituU  antedi^  prefentibus  funt  appenfft. 


Datum  apud  Dunum. 
bri«,  A.  D.  1365" 


die  at.  menfia  Novei^i- 
Thelecond  is  a  grant  of 
ceruin  lands  in  the  di^cofe  of  Drpmorei  mad(9 
during  die  vacancy  of  thajt  f<^,  anno  14271  of 
John  Swayne,  then  ari^hbift^op  of  Armagh,  in 
thcfe  wprdSjVia.  *•  ya|vprfisfaiji0»  matrisecole^ 
<*  fise  filiis  prsefentes  literal  vifuri*  vel  auditwriSf 
<*  Johannes,  &c.  Cuftos  fpiritualium,  et  fpiritu^ 
*^  alis  jurifdidtionis  ac  tempore litafum  f pii^p^ua 
^^  Promorenf)8  ipfo  cpifcopatu  nonpleni  cpni^lto^ 
**  falutem  in  Domino  fcmpiternam.  JsTpvcrit  vef» 
*^  tra  univerfitas,  quod  i^os^  ratione  cuftodiii^  fu^ 
^*  pradid^ae,  jq^cta  antiquam  et  laudabilem  cpn-» 
^^  (uetudinem  ecclefisp  noftr^t  Ardma^hai^fBi  lyxH 
**  tf nus  inyiplabiter  obfervatatp,  t^rra^  de  jr^achre^ 
**  gfihit,  Dyrke,  Drpmorenfif  diowefis  vHlgariter 
^*  iMwcupvataii  diled^'inr  Qyi^o^  filip  Mauritid 
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"  Mac  Bryn  Erenacho  (habendum  ct  tenendum 
*^  pradidtas  terras,  cum  omnibtis  Aiisjuribus,  et 
*f  antiquis  limitationibus)  quoufque  ecclefiae  Dro- 
•*  morenfi  pleni  confulatur,  feu  de  legttinio  pro- 
*  videatur  paftorc,  qonccflimus  et  conccdimus 
*^  per  prscfentes,  ratione  cuftodiae  fupradiftse, 
"^indc  annuatim,  nobis  ct  fucccflbribus  noftris 
^'•'pro  tempore  exiftcntibus,  reddendo,  reditum 
^*  folitum  et  antiquum  bona  et  ufualis  monc- 
"  tae  AngHcanae  rnedietatem,  \\z:  ad  feftum 
.  *'  kpoftolorum  Philippi  et  Jacobi,  et  iaiiam  rpc- 
"  dietatcm  ad  feftum  omnium  fanftorum  ;  cum 
•*  iliis  fervitiis,  et  omnibus  ordinariis  et  ex- 
**  tifaordinariis  et  confuetis,  quamdiu  nobis,  ut 
**  ftipra,  femper  Falvo.  In  quorum  fidemet  tef- 
**  timonium,  has  literas  noftras  fieri  fecimus  pa- 
•*  tehtes,  noftri  appenljone  figilli  munitas."  The 
thifd  cbntaincth  the  confirmation  of  an  Erenachie 
(*)Exr«gif-C*)S^^^^^^  '^y  John  Mey,  archbifhop  of  Armagh, 
tro  johtnnitanno  1455,  ^^  ^^^  whofe  anccftors  had  formerly 
J5!fc  "*  ''enjoyed  the  fame.  ^^  Univcrfis  fandae  matrisec- 
^^  clcfiee  filiis,  ad  qiios  praefentes  literse  pervene- 
^^  rint,  Johannes,  permiflione  divinii  arcbiepif- 
*•  copus  Armachanus,  Hiberniae  prifnas,  falutcm 
**  in  Domino  fempiternam.  Veftra  noverit  uni- 
**  verfitas,  quod,  exponcgte  et  fupplicante  nobis 
<*  dileftofilio  Patricia  Mackaffaid,  Erenachode 
♦•  Twkiha,  CO  quod  ipfe  ab  olim  a  noftris  praede- 
**  ceiToribus  (ficuti  et  progenitores  fiii  noftri  fuc- 
^  ruht)Erenachiam  de  Twjnha  et  terras  noftfas 
*^*  ibidem  quas  per  fui  particulas  ddximus,  prse- 
•^  fentibiis  vulgaritcrplcniusfpeciflcandas,  confe- 
•^  cutiis  fuiflct  in  iifdem  debitd  inchartatus; 
'♦  de  aritiqui  fui  juris  confirmationect  noftri  novi 
**  inveffituift,  qud  fio  firmiiis  et  focuritis,  vateat 
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*^  permanere; ex  certislicitiscaufisnos  moventibua, 
*^  adfupplicationemruam  hujufmodiannuentesbe* 
*^  nevoldet gratantdr, nedumju8omnimodum,quod 
^^  in  antea  hucufque,  ex  conceflfionibus,  ac  char- 
**  tis,  et  indc  fecutis,  in  Erenachia^  et  terris  pre- 
^^  didtts,  cum  fuis  pertinentiis  fuertt  aflfecutus,  in 
^^  omni  fui  robore  ratum  habentes,  confirmamuay 
^^  et  prefentis  fcriptt  patrocinio  communimui; 
^^  verum  etiam,  pro  modo  et  forma  noflrae  ratione 
*•  inveflituree,  deconfenfu  et  voluntate  unanimii 
^^  decani  et  noftri  capituli  Armachani,  dedimus, 
^*  conceflimus,  et  hac  prefenti  charts  no(lr&  con^ 
*^  firmamus  predidto  Patricio  MackaiTaid  tena^ 
**  noftrasde  Twynha,  fic  per  fui  particulas,  hie 
^*  quo  fupra  vulgaritdr  fpecificatas,  viz.  Stc.  cum 
^^  fuis  pertinentiis  et  antiquis  limitationibus.  Ha* 
^*  bendum  et  tenendum  fibi  et  haeredibus  fuig 
i  ^  de  nobis  &  fucceflbribus  noftrisdi^as  terras  cum 
^^  fuis  particulis,  pertinentiis,  et  limitationibus  ante- 
**  diflis ;  indc  nobis  reddendo,  et  noftris  fucceflb- 
*^  ribus,  annuatim  ad  fefta  omnium  fandtorum 
*•  et  apoftolorum  Philippi  et  Jacobi,  sequis  por- 
^*  tionibus  quinque  marcas  et  duos  (blidos  fler* 
**  lingorum  bonac  et  Icgalis  moncaet  AngUse,  cum 
•^  aliis  fervitiis  et  oncribus  ordinariis  et  cxtraordi- 
»•  nariis  indc  dcbitis  et  confuetis,  quamdiu  didlus 
*•  Patricius,  et  hsercdes  fui,  nobis  et  fucceflbri- 
*•  bus  noftris,  ac  ofiiciariis  noftris  grati  obcdientes 
••  et  fidelcs  fuerint,  atque  diftas  terras  inhabita- 
**  vcrint,  et  cas  coluerint,  ac  nuHi  laico  extrinfeco 
"  colendas  tradiderint,  et  reditus  fuos,  fervitia  et 
•*  onera  prjedida  pro  temporibus  debitis  fideliter 
•*  et  plend  perfolverint.  Alioqui  fi  in  aliqup  fo- 
"  lutionis  dcbiio  defecerint  in  pramiffis,  liceat 
«•  nobis  ctfuccclforibus  noftris  de  diftis  terris  dif- 
**  poncre,  conceffione  prsedidtSt  pro  aliquo  non 

•*  obftante, 
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«*  ob(lantc,  jure  altcrm^  cujufquajp  f^mper  (aWo.  i 

**  Etdiijtvim  Patricium,  ppftruqi  Erwa^urn  inj 

**  ecclefia  dc  Twyoha^  cpm  opam  indc  on^e  ctj 

*  •  cmolumcnto,  fecimus,  confti  tu'miu?,  ct  in  formi 

**  praemifla  tenore  prefentiumordijwrous,    Nihil- 

**  oriiinus,  quidem,  per  has  noftra$  opnceiBoncm, 

,**  conftitutionem  ct  ordlAaliojiem,  nobis  vd  fuc- 

*'  ccffpribuis   noftris,   d.c   novo   introitu  r^ktionc 

••  novae  conccffionis  feu  invcftiturge,  cum  qovitx- 

f^  gcrit,  pro  aliqi^oBolumusderogare.    Incujus! 

*•  rci  teftimonium,  figillum  noftrum,  miicumfi.*. 

^*  gillo  communi  qapituji  noftjri  pr^didti,  prefen- 

**  tibus  eft  appenfum.    Patuni  Arniachiae  ^"^  die 

V  Augufti,  A.D.  J455,  et  nofirpeconiecrationis, 

*•  anno  iz**. — By  theft  evidences  (and  others  that 

rrvght  be  produced  out  of  the  regifter  of  Clogbcr, 

pituitr/ur' which  for  brevity  I  oipit)  may  eafily  be  collected  in 

(il'E^ft!  *;what  fort,  and  upon  what  terms  thefe  church-lands 

JjJJ^*«jg«"^!-have becnheld  inlatter days.  Atthefirft  beginning, 

tinm'et  sc-I  ponccivc,  the  fame  order  to  have  been  here,  which 

OOEpiftftdCommonJy  was  ufed  in  other  parts  of  Chriftendcm, 

•?^*J''J^^that  the  tythes  and  profits  of  temporal  lands  ap- 

tfaum  tr-  pertaining  unto  every  church,  were  taken  up  by 

ciwMnttt'*  common  receiver,  and  dlftributed   into  four 

BrSSjJ^  equal  portions,  (/)  one  whereof  was  allotted  to  the 

0)  Epift.'  bifhop,  another  to  his  clergy,  the  third  upon  the 

Mixli^m.Jf^paration  of  the  fabric,  and  a  fourth  towards  the 

e^mT'*^    relief  of  the  poor  and  ftrangers.    This  was  the 

^)  Afrad   cuftom  of  the  churches  of  Italy,  as  may  be  feen 

tiB./tMir'in  the  epiftlesof  Simplicius,  (w)  Gelafius  {n)  and 

j?^j^g^Grcgorius,  (o)  bifliops  of  Rome,  (alledged   by 

edit,  ingoi-  Graii^n,  Cauf.  12.  queft.  2.)    The  fame  was  alfo 

(/)  Tom.  ^^.rqceivcd  in  the  churches  of  France  and  Germany, 

^f^**;    as  appearcth  by  the  letter  of  Gregory  (p)  th?  fc- 

edit.  Binii.  cond,  ad  Carolurii  Martellum,  and  (y)  ad  clenyp 

ctplf^cnpThur}i>^i«;  by  the  ^th  canon  of  the 
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council  <^  Worms^  et  lib.  7:.  iQs^pitvlar.  ca.  999. 
Laftiy*  Gregory  the  x ft  malang  ^nfw,cr  to  the  ift 
qi^ioa  of  Auftin,  hiftvop  pf  Gijitcrbviry  (r)  **  Mos(r}  Bede 
^*  fedis  apoftolics  eft  (faith  he)  ordiiiatiscpirc<^silbfi.*cifL 
"preccpta  tradere,  ut  dc  om^i  ftipcndio  qwdV* 
**  acridity  quatuor  debent  fieri  portioncs:  una^  viz. 
**  cpifbopo  etfamili»,  propter  hofpitalitatem  atquc 
**fofceptionem;  alia  clero;  tertia  paupcribus; 
"  quarta  epclefiis  reparandii^/*   In  Spain  the  divi- 
lion  of  the  church  revenues  wa$  made  into  three 
jxirts,  as  is  plain  by  divers  councils  held  theie^ 
and  namely,  the  iftof  Braccara^  cap.  25.  "PJa- 
"  cuit,  ut  de  rebus  ecclefiaftieis  trcs  ^eque  fiant 
**  portiones,  1.  e.  una  epifcopi ;  alia  clericoruiji, 
"tertia  inreparatione,vel  in  lunainariisecclefwe/' 
And  the  council  of  Tarragona,  (i)  Can.  8.,  ^'  Qjjug(,)  Tom.  i. 
"  tertia  pars  ex  omnibu$,  per  antiquam  traditio-^^^'^P' 

nem,  ut  accipiatur  ab  epifcopis,  novimus  ftatu-B'"";  ^^ 
"turn.*'    In  the  prefent  flat?  of  our  nprthfrnSTrteA* 
dmrchiss,  if  we  weU  mark  it,  fome  Jraceg  of  tbeft?r8;.TSe. 
ancient  orders rnay  be  obferved.    ForHrft  in  the*'"> *^*"' 
carjons  which  have  been  cited,  this  may  be  noted,s*^*^ 
that  in  thefe  days  the  pari(hioners  were  not  tied  to^'  '*'' ''' 
the  reparation  of  their  churches ;  but  the  charge 
theseof  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  church.    "  Ex  omnibus  iftis  capituiis  collige 
"  (faith  the  gloffe  (/)  upon  the  decrees)  laicos  non 
'I  effecompellendos  ad  r^psrationem  fabrics,  fedml^tn  wl 

tantum  clcricos".    Now  this  old  order,  wKcb^^*^^*^' 
other  where  is  grown  out  of  yfc,  remaineth  ftjll  in 
;hc  North.     "  We  find  (fay  the  jurors  of  the 
^  county  of  Cavan  t)  that  the  parfon,  vicar,  and,s*eWi« 
^  crcnach,  arc  to  repair  and  maintain  their  pro-^'^'?  ' 
^^  per  parifli  chur<;h  at  their  own  charge,  out  of*^^- 

their  benefices  and  the  Termon-knd,  unto 

'J  which 
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**  which  work  the  pariftiioners  did  oftentimes  vo- 
**  luntarily  give  their  benevolence/*  Again,  by  the 
fame  canons  the  bifhop  was  to  have  vel  quartam, 
vel  tertiam,  fecundum  locorum  diverfitates,asGta- 
J'ij^*^*'tian  («)  noteth.  And.fo  (according  to  the  diverfity 
'  of  places)  the  bifhop  enjoy eth  his  fourth  in  Con- 
naught,  and  in  the  diocefs  of  Clogher,  as  likcwifc 
in  the  diocefc  of  Derry  and  Raphoe  his  third 
part,  which  alfo  Hill  retaineth  the  name  of  quar- 
ta  &  tcrtia  epifcopalis.    The  taking  up  of  the 
colledtions,  and  diftribution  of  the  church  profits 
into  their  feveral  portions,  was  in  thofe  days  the 
fpecial  charge  of  the  archidiaconus,  as  may  ap- 
I'^ii^r**  P^^^  ^y  ^^^  epiftlc  of  Gregory  (w)  ad  honoratura 
Kpiita^   archidiaconum  Salonitanum  ;  and  of  Ifidorc  W 
p'5is.  edit,  ad  LindifredumCordubenfemepifcopum^thusdc- 
Fwu.  timo  fcribing  the  office  of  an  archdeacon.    *'  Collcftani 
**  pecuniam  dccommunione  ipfe  accipit,  ctepif- 
**  copodefcrt,  et  clericis  proprias  partes  idcmdif- 
**  tribuit."    The  archdeacon  to  this  day  is  termed 
by  the  Iri(h,  Erenach  (as  before  I  have  declared;) 
and  we  find  that  this  was  one  office  of  our  Ere- 
»ach,  to  be  the  bi(hop's  collecflor,  as  in  the  in- 
t  Antt  p.  quifition  for  the  county  of  Donegal  t  is  particularly 
*3^5-         fct  down  of  0•^florrefon  the  Erenach  of  the  parifli 
of  Clonemanny^  **  that  he  was  anciently  accuftonr 
cd  to  collcft  all  the  bifhop's  duties  throughout  the 
whole  barony  of  Ennifowen." 

Now  by  the  Canonica  difpofitio  quj^rtarum  (as 
Gregory  (y)  calieth  it)  the  bifhop  being  to  have 
KjS!^J;  ^^^  f*^^^*  '^^^  ^^  ^he  fpiritual  and  temporal  profits 
of  the  church  in  Clogher,  he  receivcth  accordingly 
the  fourth  part  of  the  tythes  of  fuch  pariflicsas 
are  within  that  diocefe.  Befides  this,  every  Ere- 
nach payeth  unto  him  a  certain  yearly  rent  out  of 
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the  Termon-laiais  bdoi^ng  unto  hiis  church, 
^rhich  rf  I  fliould  guefs  to  have  been  in  confidcra- 
tion  of  the  Quartatlue  unto  the  bifliop  out  of  the 
temporal  poflcflions  of  that  church,  I  fuppofe  my 
conjedure,  would  be  found  to  have  in  it  more  pro- 
bability and  conformity  to  the  ancient  church  go- 
vernment, than  that  which  By  fomc  of  the  northern 
jurors  (men  not  very  Ikilful  in  matters  of  fuch  an- 
tiquity) was  delivered,  viz.*  that  when  the  tempo-  ♦  see  letter 
ral  lords  in  their  fcveral  wars,  and  upon  other  oc-^^^/* 
cafions,  began  to  charge  and  tax  the  Termon- 
lands  with  divers  exadlions  and  impofitions,  the 
Corbes  and  Erenachs  fled  unto  the  bilhop  of  the 
diocefc  wherein  they  lived,  and  befought  his  pro- 
teftion  againft  the  wrongs  and  injuries  of  the  tern* 
porallords,  and  therefore  voluntarily  gave  unto  the 
bilhop  a  rent  or  penfion  out  of  their  land."    But 
to  let  this  pafs.  The  bilhop's  portion  being  deduc- 
ed in  fuch  fort  as  hath  been  (hewed,  there  ihould 
remain  a  fourth  both  of  the  tythes  and  of  the  tem- 
poralities to  be  allowed  unto  the  minifters  that  at- 
tended the  cure,  another  fourth  to  be  fperit  in  re- 
parations and  keeping  up  of  the  church,  and  a 
fourth  like  wife  pauper  ibus  et  peregrinis  fideliter 
^foganda,  as  the  canons  (2)  require.    When  there- («)  cdtf. 
fore  the  receiving  of  the  church  goods  into  a  com-^fem.*! 
n^onhand,  and  the  Iharing  of  them  into  their  fe- ?'«*>:.  Brnn- 
^eral  portions  began  to  be  abufed  (he  which  waso°rituiSrin. 
^heoEconomus carving,  as  it  is  like,  very  favour-^' ^*- 
%  for  himfelf)  or  upon  fome  other  refpcA  was*^^  ^'*!^ 
oifufed,  and  every  one  was  willing  to  be  the  ftewr  ^'^cuJ!u 
ard  of  his  own  portion,  the  preflbiteri,  (that  is,  th^ft^^oJ:. 
pai^fon  and  vicar)  and  the  a»chidiaconus,  or  Erer«*-^wirm. 
^ach,  may  be  thought  to  have  grown,  to  this  comr  47°* 
Kition-the  Erenach  charged  himfelf  with  the 
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reparttion  of  two«  thirds  of  the  fabric^  (taking 
upon  him  the  care  of  tl^c  lower  part  or  body  d 
the  church)  the  parfon  and  vicar  undertook  the 
charge  of  the  other  third  part.    There  beiag  to 
divide  betwixt  them  the, three  quarfers  of  the 
dmrch  goods  which  remained  above  the  biftiop'g 
allowance ;  for  more  quiet  and  eafe  the  preibyteri 
took  wholly  unto  themfelves  the  three  quarters  of 
the  tythes(f wo  whereof  fell  into  the  parfon *s  lots, 
and  one  to  the  vicar's)  without  challenging  any 
ber^e^t  in  the  temporal  profits  (except  ibme  fmall 
i|uantity  of  glebe- land  they  were  to  dwell  on)  the 
^rchidiaconus  or  erenach  for  keeping  of  hofpttalityi 
jfnd  entertainment  of  grangers  (befides  the  com- 
jnon  c^re  of  reparations)  had  afligned  unto  him 
the  commodity  of  the  three  quarters  of  the  tem- 
poral lands,  which  he  raifed  out  of  fuch  rents,  cut- 
tmgIB  and  fervices  as  were  to  be  exadted  of  thie 
Coloni  Ecclcfiaftici,  or  Termoners.     Thus  were 
things  ordered,   where  the  diftribution  of  the 
c}iurch  goods  into  four  parts  was  admitted,  a$  may 
be  obfcrved  in  thofe  places,  which  belong  to  the 
diocefe  of  Cloghcr,  viz.  in  a  part  of  Tyrone,  in 
Fermanagh,  and  in  the  county  of  Monaghan, 
called  in  times  paft,  Ergallia,  where  Quarta  Epif- 
copalis,  is  faid  to  have  been  granted  to  the  bilhop 
pf  Cloghcr,  by  Innocentius  the  fecond,  at  the  rc- 
queft  of  Malachias.    For  fo  we  read  in  the  regif- 
t^r  of  that  bifliopriclj:.  **  Malachias,  archiepifco- 
*^  VMB  Ardmachanus,  apoftolicae  fcdis  legatus,  ab 
••  Innocentio  Ildo.  impetra  vit  quartam  epiicopalend 
*•  per  totam  Ergaliam  dari  cpifcopo  Clogherenfi, 
*•  licut  in  pontifical^  ejufdem  ccclefiae  combufta 
**  continetur ;  quam  vidimus,  legimus,  et  apprcf- 
^*  bavimu?."  Howbeit,  it  appeareth  by  Bemar4> 
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ihat  thii  Malachias,  all  the  time  that  he  was  bi- 
(hop  enjoyed  not  the  benefit  of  any  tythes,  nor 
yet  of  land?,  either  raenfal  or  cenfual  |  but  lived 
rather  by  coftiering  after  the  Irilh  falhion.  **  Noa 
" fcrVos (faith Bernard  (a) inhis life)  non anclllas.j;) "^"Jl^; 
•'  non  villas,  non  viculos,  non  denique  quicquamu«h. 
•*  riditum  ecclefiafticorum,  feculariumve,  vel  in 
**  ipfo  habuit  epifcopatu.   Menfe  epifcopali,  nihil 
*'  prorfus  conftitutum,  vel  affignatum,  unde  eplf* 
**  copus  viveret  i  ncc  enim  vel  domum  propriam 
'^  habuit  t  erat,  autem,  pen6  inccflanter  drcuiena 
**  paraecias  omncs,  evangelio  fervicns,  et  dewan* 
•*  gelio  vivens,  ficut  conftituit  ei  Domlnui ;  dig- 
**  nus  eft,  inquiens,  operarius  mercede  fiiSt."  But 
to  return  to  the  matter,  whence  I  have  a  little  di- 
greiTed.    As  in  Clogher  the  Canonica  difpofitio 
quartarum  was  in  ufe,  fo  in  the  diocefes  of  Derry 
andRaphoe  the  diftribution  in  tertias  was  obferved. 
There  the  Erenach  taketh  up  tertiam  epifcopalem 
of  the  tythes,  which  he  delivereth  not  in  kind,  but 
payeth  in  confederation  thereof  a  yearly  rent  unto 
the  bifliop.     He  giveth  unto  him  in  like  manner^ 
a  certain  annuity  out  of  the  Termon-lands,  which 
pofflbly  might  have  been  due  (according  to  my 
former  conjedture)  in  regard  of  the  bi(hop*s  inie- 
reftin  the  third  of  the  temporal  lands  belonging 
unto  that  church.    So  there  (hould  remain  two 
thirds  both  of  the  tythes  and  of  the  temporalities. 
The  two  thirds  remaining  of  the  temporalities  the 
Erenach  held  for  the  maintenance  of  his  charge  i 
the  parfon  and  vicar  contented  themfelves  with 
the  two  thirds  of  the  tythes  (which  were  equally 
divided  between  them;)  the  parfon,  vicar,  and 
Erenach,  charging  themfelvesin  common  with  the 
keeping  up  and  reparation  of  the  church.    This 
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is  the  order  obfcrved  in  Derry  and  Raphoc.  Id 
thedioccfe  of  Armagh  (from  which  alfo  the  ftatc 
of  thedioccfe  of  Kilmore  diffcreth  not  much)  the 
tylhes  arc  divided  into  three  parts,  whereof  the 
parfon  hath  two,  and  the  vicar  one ;  the  arcb- 
bi(hop  challenging  only  certain  menfal  tythcs 
out  of  the  lands  lying  about  the  city  of  Ar- 
magh. ThcErenachpoficflcththctcmporallands 
of  the  church,  yielding  a  rent  unto  the  bilhop, 
and  intermeddleth  not  with  thetythes  j  yet  bcar- 
cth  together  with  the  parfon  and  vicar,  the  charge 
of  reparations.  So  in  divers  diocefes,  divcrfe  cut- 
toms  are  held  for  the  diftribution  of  the  church 
revenues:  whereupon  it  falleth  out  fomeiimcs, 
that  in  one  and  the  fame  county  very  different 
Qiftoms  are  obferved  in  that  behalf.  As,  namely, 
in  one  part  of  Tyrone  (belonging  to  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Clogher)  the  biftiop  and  vicar  have 
one  half  of  the  tythes,  and  the  parfon  the  other  j 
in  another  part  (belonging  to  the  diocefe  or 
Derry)  the  parfon,  vicar,  and  erenach  divide  the 
tythcs  betwixt  them  in  fuch  fort  as  formerly  bath 
been  declared ;  and  in  another  part  (belonging^^ 
the  diocefe  of  Armagh)  the  parfon  takcth  up  two 
third  parts  of  the  tythes,  and  the  vicar  one;  the 
archbiOiop  and  erenach  claiming  no  part  thereot. 
And  thus  have  I  delivered  my  judgment,  oot'o 
much  of  the  prefent  ftate,  and  much  lefs  of  ^"^^ 
which  were  meet  to  be  fettled  hereafter  (the  order- 
ing whereof  I  wholly  refer  unto  the  higher  powers^ 
not  minding  to  interpofe  my  felf  in  ftate  af&ifs)  ^ 
of  the  original  and  firft  eftate  of  Corbes,  Erenacbs 
and  Tcrmon-lands ;  wherein  as  I  myfelf  F^*^ 
that  I  have  carried  an  .indifferent  hand,  without 
any  partiality  or  private  refpeft  whatfocvcr,  (J^]  ^ 
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emm  iflhic  nee  feritur  nee  m^itur)  fo  would  I  have 
none  to  imagine,  that  I  take  upon  me  peremptorily 
to  determine  any  thtng  in  this  matter  of  antiquity ; 
as  being  not  ignorant  with  what  obfcurities  quef- 
tionsof  that  mmire  are  involved,  efpecially  where 
help  of  ancient  monumeijits  is  wanting.  My  pur* 
pofe  only  was  to  point  unto  the  fountains,  and  to 
compare  the  prefent  Hate  of  things  with  the  prac^ 
(ice  of  antienter  times ;  thinking  I  have  done  well^ 
if  hereby  I  may  give  occafion  of  further  enquirf 
unto  thofe  who  Imve  greater  judgment  and  more 
Icifure  to  hold  out  the  truth  of  tUs  bulinefs. 
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ANCIENT  INSTRUMENTS 

LATELY    DISCOVERED; 

WITM    A    SMORT 

INTRODUCTORY   PREFACE. 


iN  EXT  to  the  laws,  policy,  and  government 
of  a  people,  the  arts  and  fciences  known 
amongfi  them,  deferve  our  attention,  becaufe  fuch 
difcoveries  have  had  their  origin  and  their  ini- 
provements  in  fettled  and  civilized  focieties.  Their 
difcovery ,  and  more  efpecially  their  improvement, 
are  the  work  of  well-regulated  focieties,  particu- 
larly of  fuch  as  have  fettled  early,  and  have  in- 
habited the  fame  fpot  for  a  long  feries  of  time. 

As  we  propofe  to  treat  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  ancient  Irifli,  this  work  would  be 
effentially  defedlive  did  we  not  defcribe  fuch  mo- 
numents of  antiquity  as  have  been  difcovered  m 
this  ifland.  There  is  an  intimate  relation  between 
the  manners  of  a  nation,  and  the  arts  and  fciences 
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which  it  cultivates.    Their  influence  upon  each 
other  is  reciprotaL 

All  poliiical  focieties  have  dot  hiade  equal  im-^ 
provements  in  the  arts ;  thefe  have  been  carried 
to  different  degrees  of  pcrfeilion  by  different  peo- 
ple. In  this  ifland  we  may  mark  their  progrefs. 
Tools  and  implements  of  ftone^  fuch  as  ufed  by 
the  favage  American,  are  frequently  difcovered ; 
hammers  of  Hone  have  been  found  in  the  copper  • 
mines  of  Kerry  »  heads  of  arrows  made  of  flinty 
are  often  dug  up  and  are  now  efteemed  the  work 
of  fairies  ;  nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the  Irifb,  all  nati- 
ons were  originally  in  the  fame  fiate  of  ignorance. 

The  Egyptians,  Perfians,  Phoenicians,  Greeks, 
and  even  the  felf-opinionated  Chinefe,  acknow- 
ledge, that  their  anceftors  were  once  without  the 
tfeoffire.  Mela,  PMny  and  Plutarch,  fpeak  of 
nations  who  at  the  time  they  wrote  had  but  juft 
learned  it,  and  feveral  modern  travellers  atteft 
fafts  of  the  fame  kind  in  our  days. 

The  ufe  of  copper  fucceeded  that  of  ftone.  AU 
aiunent  authors  are  unanimous  that  mankind  were 
lateft  in  learning  to  .work  iron.  The  fragments 
of  the  Brehon  laws  of  Ireland  inform  us,  that  iron 
luis  an  imported  commodity  into  this  illand. 
Iron,  wine  -and  leather  were  the  chief  imported 
comnxxlities. 

Arms  and  tools  for  hufbandry  were  all  of  cop- 
per for  many  ages.  The  writings  of  Homer 
kave  usno  1:00m  to  doubt  of  this  ;  (i)  even  at  the 
Trojan  war  iron  was  very  little  ufed.  Copper,  in 
<^word,  fupplied  its  place,  and  this  metal  was 
i^ed  both  in  making  of  anns  and  all  kinds  of  tools 
P  and 

fW  a  L  4.  V.  511.  1.  5.  t.  723.  Odytf.  1. 5.  T.  a44-  ^* 
«yf.Hsa.l.4.p,aai. 
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aiftduteniib.  The  Sabeam  prielhcut  their  Mr 
with  a  knife  of  brafs  (r) ;  Job  fpeaks  of  b6wi  of 
brafs  id) ;  andHerodotofi  afibres  us  that  thifc  Maf- 
AgertK  had  their  axes,  (^ekrs,  quiveris,  hatchets  atid 
their  vftry  horfe-trappingfe  of  this  m^fal  {t). 
Swords  compofed  of  copper^  fpeltur  and  ii*oh,of 
the  fame  (hape  and  of  the  fame  ttiikture  it  to 
Quantity  and  Icjuality  of  each  ittctal^  haVe  bciai 
.  found  in  Ireland  and  oh  th*  plaint  of  Catin*,  fo 
fimiMr  in  fortii  as  to  appear  to  be  caft  in  th^  ftftti 
inould  ;  may  we  ilot  conjtefturc  thai  ttiiy  ^cfc 
niadeby  orieandthc  fameartifr,  fed  if  ftrehgth- 
ened  by  further  evidences  may  we  not  affert  thtt 
the  very  people  who  wielded  thdfe  Avorfs  at 
Cann«  extended  th«r  idortclilclte  to  Irelind  ? 

'  H^  the  airciems  ha«id«d  down  to  us  dt^w^ 
of  thefe  implements,  maily  difficult  poinds  ^Kf* 
tbry  itoight  have  betcn  de4rtd  up;  Nuiiife&feftip- 
I^ent  ^cbn^tocieSfaave  been  rdc6hciled  li^  tfie 
labours  of  theindefktigable  MdAt&ticd^^  iKim' 
jleftur^  df  the  very  teaWied  B4^yart^,  tl^Hhc 
Egyptian  and  Arkke  Wdrfhip  e^fbilded^  td  tte 
Rilift  iftds,  isiti  a  manbi^tonftrtiifed  By  tfifi  mo- 
nument dug  up  at  Thor  in  Weft*c*efetft^  *it^ 
an  inftiriptibn  dedicated  to^^  Jovi  Sera|dv  pr^ftrvcd 
i^  ^^QTonemorabfe  n»aga2tne  mdn^cr  3y}vefl!rts 
Urban  (/).  In  Ireland  we  have  ftrongiir  j^obfe 
of  tfee  fir^  worfhip,  wc-ceftbrate  thfe  fh%  feaftof 
feal  lb  tftis  day^  and  Pitf tetWa^  or  fere  toWdft, 
,  are  coimnon .  !n  this  iCfehd^  (dnxQ  d^alfi^mt^ 

lectin  Scotland* 

-  .   _     .  .Of 

^  fe^}  tfif se^ob.  Sit  L  5.  c  i]9«. 

^tif  Ch.  20.  V.  24.    The  orig^al  Hebrew  implies  brafi 
or  copper,  and  {a  the  Vulgate  has  tranflated  k  $  but  the 
EHlHQb.yeKpoji  caH»  tbpm bows  of  ftcel, 
(f)  Herodot.  i  i.n.  215- 
(fj  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  8.  p.  417. 
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Ofalfttiele  the editor  propbl^V  to  treat  ot  ill, 
their turris^  and  in  tliisntim W prcifeBts hiis w^^ 
CIS  with  tlie  drawings  of  two  remarkatfe^irifffu-i 

niciits  not  IiTtherto  defcriBcd.-  ..  ^ 

FtAfTEE  - 

Fig.  iJrcprefentsa  filver  inftrument lately  turn- 
ed up  by  the  ^ougtj  in  a  field  near  the  cathedral 
of  Calhcl  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

C  D.  is  a  ring  of  folid  filvcr,  one  inch  and  quar- 
ter in  circumference  :  the  diameter  of  the  ring 
from  C  to  D  is  5^  inches, 

E  E.  are  two  bofles  or  knobs  of  folid  filvtr  fixed 
to  the  ring ;  one  (ide  of  each  of  which  is  curi- 
oufly  wrought  with  fmall  pyramids  of  a  qua-- 
drangular  bafe,  terminating  iti  a  point 

AB.  isa  fpear  of  folid  filver^  13J  inches  long^ 
terminating  in  a  point,  and  fo  flender  as  tocon^ 
vince  us  that  it  is  not  a  weapon  either  offenfivc 
or  dcfcnfive  jit  is  fo  weak,  t^at  if  held  near  the^ 
point  B,  the  weight  of  the  ring  and  bofles 
bend  the  fpear.  One  fide  of  the  knob  of  this 
fpear  is  alfo  ornamented  with  {)yrdmids  as 
tbofe  of  the  knobs  E  E  t  this  fpear  is  moveable 
round  the  ring  C  D. 

The  fuperficies  of  the  buttoil  F  is  ehgi'ayed  in 
fonn  of  a  crofs,  as  reprefented  a?  G.    The 
weight  of  this  inftrument  is  18  ounces. 
Another  inftrument  of  filver,   fimilar  to  the 

Fove,  has  been  lately  dug  up  from  under  a  rock 

P  Ballinrobe. 

pg.  2. 1 1,  are  two  globes  of  folid  filver^  fattened 
to  each  end  of  the  ting; 
.  another  globe  which  moves  round  the  ring. 
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Ti&8  is  the  only  defcription  ^ven  of  this  inftm- 
ment  in  Exlhaw's  Magazine  for  the  month  of 
February  lad.  If  this  work  (hould  fall  into  the 
hands  of  Curio,  he  is  requefled  by  the  editor  to 
^vethe  exa£t  dimenlions  and  weight,  and  to  ob- 
ferve  if  the  fpear  point  as  at  K.  has  not  been  brok- 
en, from  the  moveable  globe  or  bofs  H. 
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NUMBER     III. 

A 

CR  I TICO -HISTORICAL 

DISSERTATION, 

CONCERNING    TH£ 

Aatient  Iri(h  Laws,  or  National  Cuftoms,  called 
Gavel-Kimd^  aadTaiMisTRT  or  Senior  Go« 
vernment. 

PART      I. 

SHEWING, 

The  Nature  and  primitive  Intent  of  thefe  Laws»  and  the 
rational  Grounds  of  their  original  Inftitution.  lUuftrat* 
ed  by  remarkable  Inilances  of  fimilar  Laws,  antiently 
obferved  by  other  great  and  flouriihing  Nations,  both 
European  and  Afiatic. 

ALSO, 

A  (hort  Sketch  (from  the  Leabhar  na  Gceart,  or  Book  of 
Rights)  of  the  Subftdies  which  were  furnilhed  by  the 
Provincial  Kings  of  Ireland,  to  the  different  Princes  and 
Dynafts  of  their  refgedive  ProvinceSi  and  of  the  State 
Retributions,  and  Fifcal  Supplies  annually  paid  to  the 
Provincial  Kings  by  thofe  iubaltem  Princes  and  their 
People. 


The  whole  intended  aa  an  EiTay  towards  fumifhing  fome 
Lights  for  future  Enquiries  into  the  Origin  of  the  anti- 
entlriih  Nation. 


DUBLIN; 
LUKE       WHITR 
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Advert  ifement. 


As  an  Introduction  to  the  Irifti  laws,  which  we 
intend  to  give  the  public  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work,  the  next  number  will  contain  a  critical  and 
luftorical  diflertation  on  the  gdvel  and  thaniftry 
laws  of  Ireland  ;  wherein  will  be  proved,  that  the 
afifertions  of  Sir  John  Davis,  Sir  James  Ware,  and 
others,  making  thefe  laws  peculiar  to  the  ancient 
Irilby  are  falfe,  and  arofe  from  their  ignorance  of 
the  bws  (^  other  nations,  and  even  of  their  own. 
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QFthc^e-gfvel,  ,    ?agea?5 

Of  the  Thaniftiy-h^  qr  ^or-fucceffion,      t74 

Of  fhe  ^tQrl«)«ff  of  TfibWe?  ap<J  Etfcal 
r^htrf  irtclently  obfftrved  by  the  Irifli 
kings }  and  their  fubordinate  princes  and 
ftates  refpcftively,  '  '  |^j 

(^'ih&Xri^  briiuld  fovlioiaicidc  accord- 
ing to  the  antient  Brehon-law  of  Ireland, 
compared  «rith  dtelavw  «f  odier ^nations,    401 

An  oBgr»l  1  ao^t  plm^g  ki.  Simur  of. 
^eiwMr-fucceffion,  withftranflation,  410 
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preface:, 

MIR  Johij  P^vis,  Sir  James  Ware,  and  other 
writers  of  Iri(h  affairs,  having  efteemed  the  an- 
cient Iriih  fy  ftcm  of  ^[overnment,  ^nd  particularly 
the  conftitutional  law  of  fucccffion,  called  Tba- 
nifiry,  not  only  as  abfurd,  but  alfo  as  fingular 
and  unprecedented  in  other  nations,  has  induced 
the  author  of  the  following  Diflertation  to  take 
up  his  feeble  pen  in  its  defence  i  in  which  lie 
has  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  a  umilar  form  of 
government  may  be  found  in  other  political  con- 
uitutions,  and  that  this  Thaniftical  law  of  fuc- 
ceffiop  was  firft  introduce^  among  the  Irifli,  by 
their  Celtic  ftnceftors. 

Whoever  re^ds  Procopius^s  Hiftory  of  the  Van- 
4alic  war^  and  the  foundation  of  the  empire  eftg- 
blifhcd  by  Geferic,  or  Gizeric,  •  conqueror  of 
An^alufia  arid  Africa  foop  after  the  fifth  century, 
will  there  find  a  true  counterpart,  if  not  an  exadk 
copy  of  the  ancient  Irilh  fyftem  of  government, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  conftitutional  law 
of  fucceffion  called  T|ianiftry.  As  this  hiftorian 
n^ay  be  regarded  as  an  ocular  witnefs  of  fnoft  of 
the  h(\^  and  feats  of  the  Vancjalip  war,  he  has 
'^ecn  often  referred  to,  the  author  has  therefore 
given  the  quotations  ^t  length,  as  alfo  from  Gre- 
gory of  Tours,  to  fave  the  reader  the  trouble  of 
ftcking  books,  riot  to  be  found  in  every  library. 

Rodcric  O  Flaherty,  author  of  the  Qgygia, 
(v?hom  the  Irilh  erroneoufly  eftcem  as  th?  Hiber- 
^Jan  Procopius)  feems  to  have  confidered  the 
Thaniftical  law,  rather  in  its  abufes,  and  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  manner  of  executing  it  in  fubfequent 
ages,  than  in  its  primitive  inftitution  or  original 
intent  and  meaning.  This  author,  among  others, 
is  an  example  of  the  great  lofs  it  is  both  to  hif- 
tory  and  to  law,  that  they  have  too  little  contri- 
buted their  mutual  aids  to  each  other.  Lawyers 
themfelves  feldom  give  hiftorical  dcdudions  of 
laws,  and  hiftorians  fcldomer  meddle  with  laws 
at  all,  even  with  thofe  which  gave  occafion  for 
the  conftitution  of  a  ftaie,  and  on  which,  more 
than  on  battles  and  negociations,  the  fate  of  it 
doth  often  turn. 

For  this  rcafon,  it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  fcvc- 
rafrevolutions  of  the  feudal  laws  of  dcfccnt  in  any 
one Hate  of  Europe;  nor  could  fuch  revolutions 
be  often  traced  at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  lights 
which  the  hiftories  of  public  fucceflions  afford. 

Before  Edward  I.  proceeded  to  hear  the  claims 
of  Bruce  and  Baliol,  for  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
he  put  the  following  qucftion  to  the  parliaments 
of  both  kingdoms  aflcmbled  together  :  *  By  what 

*  law  of  fucceflion  is  the  right  of  fuccej3ion  to  be 

*  determined  ?'  The  anfwer  made  unanimoufly 
by  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  was,  *  That 

*  the  right  of  iuccefTion  to  the  kingdom  is  to  be 

*  judged  by  th^  rules  obfcrved  in  cafes  of  counties, 

*  baronies,  and  other  fuch  like  tenures/  Hence  we 
fee  that  the  fame  rules  which  regulated  private, 
were  likewife  the  meafures  of  public  fuccelBon. 

The  author  of  this  difTertatioa  agrees  with  Sir 
John  Davis,  that  the  laws  of  Thaniftry  and  Ga- 
vel-kind would  not  be  deemed  rational  laws  in  this 
improved  age,  and  that  fuch  laws  would  (to  ufc 
his  own  words)  va  en  deflrueim  del commoh'weal^^''' 
et  pour  ceo^  noftre  Ley  eft  le  melior  Ley  de  mouff^ 

four  fair  ^  prejerver  un  commonweaUb:  the  intent 
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of  this  effay  is  to  prove  that  thcfc  laws  were  Hot 
un  cuftme  perfonally  peculiar  to  the  Irifti,  but  in  ^ 
common  to  moft  other  nations  on  the  globe. 

The  beft  hiftorians  allow  that  the  Englifli  an- 
tiquities are  involved  in  mift,  and  the  Scotch  in 
the  moft  profound  darknefs  regarding  feudal  fuc- 
cciEon ;  ;they  knew  that  the  inheritance,  without 
fixing  upon  the  eldeft,  or  indeed  any  fon  at  all, 
was  equally  divided  amongft  all  the  fons,  but 
they  knew  not  from  what  law  or  cuftom  this  pro- 
ceeded. 

This  divifion  of  lands  amongft  the  male  off- 
fpring,  the  ancient  Irifli  called  Gabhaltas-cinne 
orGavail-kinne,  from  which  Iri(h  word,  literally 
fignifying  ^  famHy  fettUment  \  the  Engli(l\  formed 
the  term  Gavel-kind.  The  word  Gavail  or  Ga- 
valtasin  the  old  Irifli  language  fignified  any  land- 
ed fettlement  whether  by  inheritance  or  cojiqueft ; 
thus  by  the  words  Leabbar  na^  Gabbala  is  meant 
the5(w*  of  Omquefisj  Md  in  an  old  manufcript 
now  before  me  the  eftates  which  the  OBriens  of 
Thomond,  and  thofe  of  Arra  poffeffed  themfelves 
of  in  the  country  of  Arra  in  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, is  called  GabbaUas^  though  fubjeft  to  no 
fervice  or  rent  in  thofe  days. 

The  learned  Somner  is  as  much  miftaken  ia 
deriving  the  word  Garoel  kind  from  the  Saxon  Ga^ 
fd  or  Gavek^  i.  e.  veaical^  vel,  redditus^  a  tax 
or  tribute,  and  Qnde^  i.  e.  natura^  ^^nus,  modus^ 
a  mode  or  quality,  as  others  arc  in  deriving  it 
from  Gifj  or  Gheall-kind.  Taylor  is  certainly 
right  in  deriving  it  from  (a)  Gt^ael^x.  e.  tenura 
and  cmedl^  i.  t.  generation  i.  t.fundutgentiUs^  five 
bereiiimus^  and  this  agrees  perredtly  with  the  Irilh 
Oavdl'cinne.    Sec  the  root  of  this  word  explained 

in 

(«)  Clarke's  Preface  to  Hywd  Dda's  Code  of  Wdfli's  Uwi. 
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in  the  preface  of  the  former  niinibcr  of  this  Col- 
leAanea. 

The  Frafnks  \Wrt  not  the  only  pcbple,  befide^ 
thelrUh;  that  dl^fcrvcd  this  tuftom  of  Ga\r6ling 
<*  dtvidSng:  Itik!^  pri^^  betw^e^  the  pof- 
feflfort  children.  The  Anglo-Saxons  p^^dtifed 
the  like  ciiflorn,  ^hich  they  caHedf  ip  their  latr-; 
guage  Gifeahkm ;  a  word  of  almdH  the  like  foutid 
attd  letters,  as  #cll  is  ef  the  (krtd  figirificalibit 
wkh  the  Wfti  QMSl-ciiine:  The  Welfll  alfo, 
who  arc  the  remains  of  the  old  Britons,  obfcrvid 
it  uAtil  the  thirty-feebnd  yckV  of  Hcriry  Vfll. 

Sir  John  makes  ik>  dilTmdtiort  of  the  Irifti  Ga- 
vds,  of  which  there  were  too  kinds,  as  we  have 
eiKplamed  by  eMttnples  at  page  26j<>f  tHis*6rk. 
He  treats  oiily  of  the  general  gavd  or  reparfi- 
tton,  at  the  extiiiaioh  of  fome  btdnches,  as  may 
b^underffipbd  froni  his  own  words,  *  Ceft  Qii- 

•  finny,  oii  chlefc  dc  Sept,  apres  Ic  mortdechfi' 

*  fcunter-tfenant que avbit  corhpcierit  plortibndfe' 

•  terre,  afl^mliloit  tout  le  Sept,   S  aiant!  riiift 

•  touts  lour  poffeflfeJns  en  Hotchpotch,  fcfolfhbvfel 

•  partitibrfde  tbilt;-^^— et  il  aliotlioU  at  chefcuri 

*  del  Sept,  folbrique^fohamiquity,  le  itifelitSur  ou 

*  greinder  purparty.*  A^ain,  this  author  fiys; 
the  M(h  cuftott*of  Gav^l-kindv  *  fiiif  agrciabk 

*  ^f  cuftbifec  die  GaveKKinde,  qui  fuit  cil  ufc  ti 
*^orthgales.*'  It  is  very  probable  that  it  origitialtf 
was,  as  the  inciciit  Britons  deHvdd  this  cuftbrrt 
from  the  fanie  fburee  as  the  ancieiil:  Irifli.  A'<^* 
cirdingly  we  fi^rfthat  the  chief  Strbrigbbmin  fa^ 
rfiiie^,  ekcrufiVeof  tHbfe  Who  were  cbtifihed  with; 
in  the  Englfffl  paK  obfefved' this  gavcffing  ciif- 
tdrii,  yet  they  did'  riot  regard  tlie  rule  of  equal 
fltares,  as  1  have  noticed'  at  page  a66,  wbcfc  a 
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gavd  of  the  Burks  is  tranflated,  as  I  find  it  re- 
corded in  the  aforementioned  old  manufcript. 

The  Thaniftical  fucceffion  of  the  O  Brien  fii- 
raily  has  been  recorded  from  the  earlieft  account 
of  Irifli  hiftory  down  to  the  XVth  century,  in 
the  book  of  Munfter  and  in  the  annals  of  Ire- 
land. The  tranfadtions  of  this  family  are  intcr- 
fperfed  with  many  hiftorical  anecdotes  of  the  va- 
rious tribes  of  Belgians,  Livonians,  Pruffians,  Po« 
meranians,  Danes,  and  Norwe^ans,  8rc.  who  in- 
vaded this  country  at  different  periods  to  the  end 
of  the  ninth  century,  under  the  name  of  Mair- 
tini,  Leatmaimi,  Lochlanni,  &:c.  &c.  in  which, 
diftio£Uoii  is  made  between  thote  invaders  whom 
the  Irilh  denominated  Fin-galli,  and  DufF-galli^ 
(or  white  and  black  foreignen^  names  which  have 
perplexed  our  modern  hiftori^ns.  This  Ihall  t)C 
the  fulijedt  of  the  fucceeding  number  of  this 
CoUedtanca. 

The  author  being  unacquainted  with  the  terms 
of  law,  hopes  the  indulgence  of  fuch  gentlemen 
of  the  robe,  into  whofe  hands  the  following 
flieets  may  fall.  He  flatters  himfelf,  that  on  an 
impartial  perufal,  it  will  appear,  fome  new  lights 
have  been  thrown  on  thefe  very  ancient  conftitu- 
tionallawsof  the  Celtic  nations,  and  that  the  an- 
cient Irilh  are  freed  from  the  reproach  of  barba* 
fijmy  fo  wantonly  and  fo  illiberally  beftowed  on 
them  by  former  writers. 

DuBLiNT,  July  1774. 
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DISSERTATIONS 

ON   THE 

NATIONAL     CUSTOMS, 
AND    STATE-LAWS 

O  »     T  BK 

ANCIENT     IRISH. 

PART      I. 

CHAP.     I. 

Of  tie  ofaient  Irijb  Jaws  or  tiatimat  ci^ms^  etdkd 
Gavel-kmd  or  Male-giavd,  md  Thaniftiy  or 
Tanifiic  Succeflion. 

SECT.     1. 

Of  /fe  MALE-GAVEt: 

A  S  the  primordial  and  fundamentftl  laws  of 
all  kingdoms  and  fovcrcign  ftatcs  are  natii-^ 
rally  coeval  with,  and  calculated  for  the  paf-^ 
ticular  fyftcm  of  government  orij^nally  in- 
tended and  cftaWifhed  by  their  rdp^ivc  foun- 
ders :  fo  all  fuch  primitive  cuftonl^^  or  ufages  atf 
My  pafs  either  for  (late-maxims  or  for  iigiional 
Q^  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


126  DISSERTATIONS  ON  THE 

and  conftitutional  laws  univerfally  adopted  by  the 
body  of  people  of  which  the  (late  was  firll  form- 
ed, muft  have  flowed  either  from  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  the  maxims  of  the  primitive  times,  or 
fropi  the  particular  genius  and  fpirit  that  charac- 
terized each  different  nation,  and  the  political 
drcumftances,  in  which  they  primitively  hap- 
pened to  be  fituated  with  regard  to  their  neigh- 
bours and  their  own  national  views  and  public 
interefts ;  or  from  the  cafual  combination  of  fome 
or  all  of  thefe  different  principles  together. 

Thus  that  national  and  llate-maxim,  which  had 
been  antiently  eftablifhed  among  the  Franks,  and 
wasbyanexprcfs  conftitutionallaw  tobe  moftftfiA- 
ly  obferved  by  them  after  their  firft  fettlement  in 
Gaul,  I  mean  that  law,  by  which  all  female  heirs 
were  excluded  from  any  part  or  portion  in  fuch 
inheritances  as  they  called  Salic  lands ;  was  not 
only  the  natural  refult  of  the  military  genius  of 
that  people,  as  well  as  a  meafure  of  public  ex- 
pediency for  extending  their  conquefts,  and  fecur- 
ing  their  national  fettlement  in  that  part  of  the 
then  decaying  Roman  empire ;  but  was  alfo  very 
plainly  fuggefted  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nature  and  the  reafon  of  things :  and  far  from 
being  peculiar  to  the  Franks  alone,  the  fame 
maxim  wds  common  to  feveral  other  nations,  who 
equally  obferved  it,  efpecially  with  regard  to  all 
properties  and  tenures  of  a  like  conllitution  and 
condition  with  the  Salic  lands. 
.  The  military  benefices  that  had  been  inftituted 
by  the  Roman  emperors,  before  the  Franks 
had  any  fixed  fettlements  in  Gaul,  particularly 

aud 
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and  even  primitively  according  to  the  general  opi'* 
nion,  by  Alexander  Severus  in  the  year  of  Chrift^ 
aaa,  and  afterwards  by  Probus  in  476,  were  of 
the  fame  nature  with  thofe  tenures  which  the 
Franks  called  Terrse  Lasticae  and  Terras  Salicse, 
fo  denominated  from  the  principal  tribes  of  that 
nation,  with  whom  all  the  others^  except  the  Ripu- 
arians,'  were  incorporated  by  Clovis,  who  at  his 
firft  fetting  out  was  only  king  or  chief  of  that  par-* 
ticular  tribe.  By  the  tenour  of  Alexander's  infti-" 
tution  (a)  of  thole  military  benefices,  which  con- 
fided in  certain  lots  of  ground  fet  apart  for  the 
fupport  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  that  were  ap^ 
pointed  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  provinces,  it 
exprefsly  appears,  that  though  thofe  lands  were 
always  properly  and  ftridly  to  belong  to  the  ftate^ 
yet  they  were  to  defcend  by  way  of  inheritance  to 
the  fons  and  pofterity  of  thofe  they  were  firft  fet- 
tled upon,  provided  they  continued  in  the  fame 
fervice :  whence  it  evidently  follows  that  all  female 
heirs  weri^  excluded  from  having  any  (hare  in 
thofe  militaty  inheritances,  as  their  fex  difcjualified 
them  to  fulfil  the  condition  of  their  tenure,  and 
the  obligation  to  which  they  were  fubjeded  by 
their  very  nature  and  inftitution.  Probus  not  only 
enadted  the  fame  perpetual  obligation  of  military 

Q^  z  fervice 

(a]  Sola  quit  dt  hoftibus  capta  funti  Dmitaiieii  diicibtti 
ee  militibuf  donavit»  ita  ut  ebrum  it^  6flexit»  fi  hiextdci  ily 
lorum  milicarent,  neb  uoquam  ad  privatoi  pettlxieitnt,  di* 
cens  attentii^f  cot  militacUros  fi  etiam  Aia  rura  defenderent  | 
slddidit  fane  his  et  anicnalia.  et  ferlrot  ut  poifeAt  colere  quod 
'  Bcceperant,  he  per  inopiamnominum  vel  ptrfen^autem  pof* 
iidentium  defercntur  rura  vicinia  Barbarts^  <l<|od.tepii&. 
mum  nie  ducebau    Lampridius  b  Alexandro« 
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fervice  (^)  as  a  noceflary  condition  for  the  en- 
joytocttt  of  thofc  landed  benefices,  but  alfo  re- 
quired, that  the  fons  of  die  veterans  who  were 
po^bifcd  of  fuch  lands^  (hoiild  be  enrolled  in  the 
fervice  at  tbe  ag!b  cf  ei^teen^  to  the  end,  faya  this 
emperor^  that  they  may  learn  to  fetve  their  fove-- 
reign  add  their  country^  before  they  are  of  an 
age  to  become  plunderers  or  highwaymen;  it  ap^ 
pears  firom  a  remark  of  St.  Atiguftin  in  one  of 
nia  fermo!)s  (c),  that  the  Roman  emperors  alio 
required  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  thofe,  who  were 
to  ht  poifeflfed  of  fuch  benefices,  by  which  they 
bound  themfelves  to  the  obligation  of  military 
fervjce^  a^  well  as  to  fealty  and  alle^nce  to  the 
Imperial  crown ;  it  further  appears  by  the  aok* 
nc^K?ed   paflSige  of  Sevenis  Sulpitius  concerning 
St.  Martin  (d)^  that  by  a  law  of  Conftantine  the 
Oieat)  it  wa^  not  l^t  to  the  free  opuon  of  the 
male  faetra  <cf  the  benefioed  veteram,  either  to 

ei^gage 

.  ^}  BarUromm  qui  a^  Bkaros  funt,  vel  per  terrorem 
▼el  per  voiuntatem^  loca  mgrefliis  eft :  qu«  qoum  peragraf- 
fet,  hoc  dixit,  facflius  eft  ab  iftis  locis  ktrones  arceri  qaam 
tdlii.  V43tera3ili6oiBaiaiUaqa9eanguftdadeiintiirk)capri- 
va^  daaavit,  addtns^iit  e<Hiun  fiUt  ab  anno  odavodecimo 
mares  duntaxat  a^  militiam  mitterentur,  ne  ante  latrocina- 
ri'43tiam  militiate  difcefent.  Vopifcos  in  Probo. 
:  v)  Notum  eft,  quod  milites  laeculi  beneficia  temporalia 

nilitaribus  facra- 
fe  ferraturos  pro- 

veteranorum  filii 
qui  felicibus  ejus 
idecim,  raptus  et 
;uiB  eft.    Siidpitiuis 
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ctigage  m  the  {ervkt,  or  forfeit  the  fucoeffion  ^ 
but  were  abfolutely  forced  to  enn^  and  bind  them- 
felves  by  the  military  oath  above  mentioned, 
even  at  the  age  of  fifteen :  and  here,  to  obfcrve 
it  by  the  l^e,  we  have  the  trtie  ori^nal  and 
pattern  both  in  matter  and  form,  of  thofe  landed 
pofleflions,  whidi,  towards  the  decline  and  period 
of  the  Garlovingian  race,  ^ere  efiabHfhed  in 
France  and  Germany,  under  the  name  of  Feqds 
or  Feuds,  otherwife  called  Fieft^md  Fees,  held 
under  the  obligation  of  fealty,  and  homage  or 
milttary  fervice,  fworn  to  the  proprietary  kird^ 

It  was  doubtlefs  to  leave  no  fort  of  room  for  a 
female  fucceffion  into  thofe  miUtary  benefices  t>f 
the  Roman  emperors,  that  die  words  Mtres 
dutumai^  were  inferted  by  Probus  m  htsjuft  citfed 
law ;  as  if  he  had  forefeen  that  in  cafe  of  failt^e 
of  male  iflue,  the  daughters  of  the  beneficed  tc* 
terans  might  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  land  that 
was  enjoyed  by  their  father  under  pretext  o£  a 
nominal  enrolment  in  the  fervice,  and  think  them* 
felves  qualified  to  enjoy  them  by  only  employ  ifig 
a  mercenary  foldier  to  acquit  the  obligation  in* 
cumbent  on  the  benefice.  This  in  reality  hap* 
pened  to  be  the  cafe,  in  after  ages,  with  regatd 
to  feveral  of  die  military  beneficea  of  the  French 
nation,  wherein  after  the  diforders,  which  hap- 
pened under  the  laft  kings  of  the  fecond  race, 
and  when  thofe  benefices  were  converted  into  fiefs 
of  perpetual  property,  tho*  fiill  under  the  obliga- 
tion of  military  fervice,  a  female  fiicceilion  ytts 
introduced  and  admitted  of,  efpecially  in  the 
grand  feodal  provinces,  on  condition  of  furnilh* 

ing 
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'  tng  the  due  contingent  of  officers  and  foldiers, 
to  perform  this  fervice  in  behalf  of  the  feodal 
bdrefa. 

Bat  before  we  proceed  farther  on  this  matter, 
or  come  to  the  explication  of  the  confequences 
that  enfued  from  the  diforders  juil  mentioned,  it 

..  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Franks  after  their  firft 
fettlement  in  Gaul,  enjoyed  two  forts  <^  landed 

:  properties  of  different  coiiftitutions  and  conditi- 
ons ;  their  very  firft  fettlcmcnts  in  that  part  of  the 
then  declining  empire,  confifted  in  what  they 
called  Salic  lands,  which  in  reality  were  but  mili- 
tary benefices  of  the  hereditary  kind,  granted 
them  by  their  firft  adventuring  kings,  and  chiefly 
by  Clovis;  and  which  of  confcquence  they  held 
from  the  ftate,  under  the  obligation  of  military 

-  fervice.     Thofe  Salic  lands,  according  to  a  late 

-  fnd  well  approved  French  writer  (e)j  were  not 

*  only  of  the  fame  conftitution  with  the  Roman 

*  benefices  eftablifhed  by  Severus  and  ^^robus,  but 

-  alfo  confifted  moftly  of  thofe  individual  lands  that 
had  been  aifigned  by  them  and  other  emperors 
to  the  imperial  veterans;  Clovis  having  diftri- 
buted  them  amopgd  ^ht  officers  and  foldiers  of 
his  army,  according  as  th^y  fell  vacant,  and  in 
$he  mean  time,  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
befipVed  on  others  a  CQnipet4:nt  (hare  of  the 
lands  that  belonged  to  the  domain  of  the 
emperors,  or  were  other  wife  at  hi$  own  difpofal, 
virhether'from  devolution,  difinhcrit^nce,  ^rcon- 

fifcation ;  for,  accordicrg  to  thi?  author,  Clovis  did 

^'      ■      •■■'''■■  not 

(#)  Abbe  Diibos  Hilk.  Crit  d^  la  Monar.  Frame,  id.  ^. 
lib.  6«€h.  13* 
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not  difpoflcfs  the  old  inhabitants  of  Gaul  of  the 
ieaft  part  or  portion  of  their  properties^  for  >¥hich 
opinion,  tho'  contrary  to  the  general  notion^  he 
gives,!  thiidc,  very  plaufible  re^ons,  if  not  quite 
fatisfa£tdry  proofs;  thofe Salic  lands  or  hereditary 
benefices  being  held  of  the  Hate,  in  whofe  direct 
dominion  they  always  remained,  fubjedted  as  they 
were  to  the  obligation  of  military  fervice,  could 
not  therefore  be  efteemed  of  ftridt  property  to 
the  pofleffors,  tho*  they  may  be  deemed  a  perma- 
nent intereft,  as  defcending  perpetually  from 
father  to  fon,  while  the  obligation  and  condition 
of  their  tenure  was  complied  with  and  fulfilled. 

The  fecond  kind  of  landed  property  which  the 
Franks  became  pofleifed  of  by  degrees  after  their 
eftablifliment  in  Gaul,  efpecially  under  Clovis, 
was  called  Allodium  or  AUcudium  and  terra  AU 
lodia,in  EngliOi  Allodial  land,or  Alieud,  whereof 
there  is  queftion  in  the  6ad  title  of  the  Salic  law^ 
wMch  was  firft  digefted  and  reduced  into  writing 
under  the  reign  of  Theodoric  or  Thiery  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Oovis  or  Clodowic.  Bolandus  explains 
Allodium  to  be  prxdium  feu  qusevis  pollelfio  li- 
bera juri(que  proprii,  et  non  m  feudum  Clientarii 
onere  accepta.  Infhort,  it  may  be  defined,  a 
man's  own  land,  or  whatever  he  poffeffes  freely 
and  merely  in  his  own  right,  without  obligation 
of  any  fervice,  or  payment  of  any  rent  to  ano- 
ther; and  therefore  may  be  called  property  in  the 
higheft  degree ;  this  name  of  Aljodium  at  firft 
waspeculiar  to  the  lands,  that  were  left  in  pro* 
perty  to  theantient  poffeffors,  the  old  inhabitants 
of  Gaul,  both  Romans  and  Celts.    The  Franks 

acquired 
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tequired  by  degrees  feme  of  the  Allodial  ktids, 
eiAer  by  purchafe  or  by  mhcritaik*,  in  confe- 
qaenee  of  marriages  contraaed  with  fuch  of  the 
GwriiAi  womwi,  as  kherited  lands,  that  devohrod 
to  them  thro*  feilBrc  of  mate  heirs,  whidi  jn  all 
likelihood  was  the  only  cafe  in  which  fematcs 
could  enjoy  any  fljarc  of  htidtt  of  whatever  kiad, 
among  the  Gauls  or  Celts,  as  may  appear  in  tlM 
ftqud.  And  as  to  the  Franks  it  is  plainly  ap- 
parent from  the  faid  62d  title  of  the  Salic  bw, 
winch  is  de  Alfodiis,  that  it  was  only  in  cafe  of 
foch  failure,  their  women  foceeeded  to  the  Al- 
lodial properties,  which  happened  to  be  acquired 
tetiiem. 

I  have  juft  obferved,  that  the  term  Allodium 
was  appropriated  to  the  landed  pofleffions  of  the 
Old  inhabitants  of  Gaul,   whether  Romans  or 
Celts;  the  woitl  in  itfelf  is  mere  Celtic,  and  its 
plain  and  natural  root  is  ftiB  prefervcd  in  the  old 
Wfli,  allowed  to  be  the  pureft  and  moft  perfeA 
diafcft   now    fabfifting  of  that  mothw-tongoe 
which  was  primitively  the  oniverfal  language  of 
the  Europ^n  nations,  very  fsw  or  perhaps  none 
at  all  ex^pted.    AU6d  and  Aljfld  in  the  Cdto- 
Bxrnian  tongue  fignifics  antieot  or  old,  as  by 
prefixing  the  praepofition  an,  or  in,  it  means  an- 
tiently,  iri  former  times,  or  of  old,  and  hence  the 
latmiaed  ^rd  Allodium  or  AUendhim,  in  Englifli 
Alleud,  v»hich  fignifies  an  independant  hereditary 
property  of  anticnt  ftanding  or  po0effion.    In 
like  manner  i$  the  root  of  the  latini?«d  Celtic 
word,  Feudum  or  Feodum,  plainly  to  be  found  in 
the  irifl?  language,  wherda  tite  words  Fdd  art4 

Podl^n, 
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Vodnrij  though  vulgarly  fignifytng  the  fed  or 
upper  mould  of  any  ground,  do  mean  as  pro- 
perly any  one  particular  lot  or  portion  of  land, 
that  it  cut  out  for  any  ufe  whatfoever.  Thus 
Podan  Duthchais  fignlfied  any  piece  or  parcel 
of  land,  that  was  of  permanent  or  hereditary 
property  in  any  family,  tho'  fubjcdl  to  either 
chief-rent  or  fervlce.  But  AHodium  and  Feodum 
are  not  the  only  words,  whereof  the  etymolygifts 
and  glolTary- writers,  have  laboured  in  vain  to 
find  out  the  radical  meaning,  for  want  of  knowing 
the  Celto-Ibernian  language,  fo  unhappily  nc- 
gledled  now  very  near  fix  hundred  years.  But 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  candid  acknowledg- 
ments of  certain  lateEnglifti  Writers,  particularly 
Mr.  Edward  Lhuyd  (/),  in  favour  of  that  antient 
tongue;  and  the  celebrated  Leibnitz's  f^)  opi- 
nion of  its  great  ufe  tqwards  illuftrating  the  re- 
mote antiquities  of  Gaul  and  Germany,  will 
excite  the  learned  and  the  curious  to  encourage 
the  improvement  of  that  trueft  dialeil  of  the 
antieqt  Celtic  tongue, 

But 

(/)  Archialog.  Brit.  WcMh  Praf. 

Ig)  Poftremo  s4  perQciendam,  rd  eerie  vakle  proaioveii. 
dam  litteraturam  Celticam,  diJige^tius  linguie  H%enM«aB 
ftudiiim  adjungendum  cenfco  ct  Lhuydius  cgregie  faccre 
cxpit ;  nam  ut  alibi  'fim  admonui,  quemadmooum  Angli 
fuerc  Colonia  Saxonum,  et  Britanni  cmiffio  veterum  Cclta- 
rum  Gallorum,  Cimbrorum :  ita  Hibemi  funt  propago  an- 
tiquiorum  Britanniae  habitatorum,  colonis  Celticis  Cimbri- 
ciU|ae  npi^pulUftt  et  vl%  fie  dicam»  mediia  anterlonitt.  Ita- 
que  ut  ex  Axiglid^  Ungoas  veterum  Saxoaum*  et  ex  Ctmini- 
cis  veterum  Gallcttum  j  ita  ex  HiberoiciB  vetuftiorufn  ad 
Hue  Celtarum  Germanorumve  et  ut  geaeraUter  dieam»  ac- 
colarum  oceani  Britannici  Cifmarinorum  AmJquitates  tl* 
luftrantur.  Et  fi  ultra  Hiberniam  eiTet  aliqua  iniula  Celtici 
fermonisy  ejus  filo  in  multo,  &c« 
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But  to  purfue  our  explication  of  the  different 
kinds  of  properties  that  were  enjoyed  by  the 
Franks  after  their  tranfplantation  into  Gaul,  it  is 
to  be  obfervedy  that  befides  the  Salic  lands,  and 
the  Allodial  lands,  the  French  antiquities  make 
frequent  mention  of  certain  landed  pofleffions, 
which  are  merely  and  peculiarly  called  benefioesi 
and  to  which  the  obligation  of  military  fervice 
was  fo  ftridtly  and  particularly  aniiexed,  that  by 
the  firft  article  of  Charmelagne's  capitular  of 
the  year  807  (b)^  all  thofe  that  enjoyed  them, 
were  to  march  againfl  the  enemy  at  the  firft  alarms 
and  to  appear  in  the  field  before  all  other  fubjefts* 
Abbe  Dubos,  Who  is  the  late  French  writer  I  have 
pointed  at,  is  plainly  of  opinion,  that  thofe  bene- 
fices, fo  frequently  mentioned  in  the  capitulars  of 
the  kings  of  the  fecond  race,  were  individually 
thofe  very  Salic  lands  of  which  there  is  queflion 
in  the  Salic  law  ;  and  which  in  thofe  capitulars 
he  fuj^fes  to  be  otherwife  called  benefices,  as 
being  held  from  the  ftate  on  account  of  military 
fervice;   his  chief  reafon  is,  that  as  the  Salic 
lands  are  exprefsly  oppofed  to  the  Allodial  lands 
in  the  above  cited  title  of  that  law ;  fo  in  the 
capitulars  of  Charlemagne,  the  benefice  ftands 
oppofed  to  the  Allodium  or  AUeud,  particularly 
in  the  19th  article  of  his  capitular  of  the  year 
979  (0>  as  in  the  margin. 

Abbe 

(jh)  In  prlmis  qnictmque  Beneficia  habere  videator,  om- 
nes  in  hoftem  veniant.    Capitol.  An.  807.  Art.  i .  «• 

(i)  Et  fi  Deo  donante  fnper  fe  et  fuper  familiamfuamattt 
in  Beneficio»  ant  in  Alode  annonam  habuerit,  et  yeniwoare 
voloerit.    Baluz.  Capitol.  An  779.  Tom.  i .  p.  45^ 
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Abbe  Dubos  has  indeed  very  fufficiently  proved, 
that  the  Roman  benefices  inftituted  by  Severus 
and  Probuus,  and  the  Salic  lands  fettled  upon  the 
Franks  at  their  firft  eftablilhment  in  Gaul,  were 
cxadly  of  the  fame  nature  and  condition ;  and  it 
is  really  what  appears  evident  to  whofoevcr  com- 
pares the  above  cited  conftitutions  of  thefe  two 
emperors  with  that  part  of  the  6ad  title  of  the 
Salic  law,  which  referves  the  fucceflion  and  (^ 
cures  the  inheritance  of  the  Salic  lands  to  the  male 
heirs  of  the  pofleifors ;  utterly  excluding  women 
from  (haring  in  that  kind  of  property :  an  ez- 
clufion,  which  plainly  (hews,  that  thofe  lands 
were  fubjed  to  the  obligation  of  military  fervice, 
of  which^women  are  naturally  incapable.  And 
as  the  faid  lands  were  at  the  fame  time  to  defcend 
by  inheritance  to  the  male  oflfspring,  it  evidently 
fellows,  that  they  were  of  the  fame  nature  and 
conftitution  in  all  effential  refpe£ts  with  thofe  mi- 
litary benefices,  that  had  been  eftabliflxed  by  the 
ijLoman  emperors  above-mentioned. 

Now  therefore  if  Abbe  Dubos  had  made  it  ap* 
pear,  that  the  French  benefices,  whereof  frequent 
mention  is  made  in  the  capitulars  of  the  Carlo^ 
vingiai}  kings,  were  of  the  fame  nature  and  con- 
ditions with  thofe  of  the  above  emperors;  it 
\fo\jAd  follow  of  courfe,  that  they  were  alfo  of 
the  fame  natqre  and  conftitution  with  the  Salic 
lands;  but  yet  it  would  not  follow,  that  thofe 
fame  benefices  were  individually  the  very  pro- 
perties, which  are  called  Salic  lands  in  the  text 
of  the  Salic  law.  For  I  prcfume  it  fliould  be 
fonfide^ed  that  the  kings  of  the  fecond  race,  as 

well 
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well  A$  thtfk  of  the  fird,  might  have  oectfioaally 
ifHtde  gmnts  of  other  latkled  poffeffions  jto  thdir 
offieeraand  foldiery/on  dceoum  ie>f  miliiiary  f<^- 
viee^  jEls  it  is  evident  fttm  hiftory  that  ttey 
really  did,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  their  ownd6- 
main  \  as  alfo  that  they  may  very  jufily  haye 
diftinguHhed  by  the  name  of  beneike  fuch 
Dew  granted  pofieifions  from  the  anei^nt  Salic 
lands  ^hat  had  been  fettled  upon  the  ptimitive 
Franks  at  thek  firft  eftabli(bment  in  Gaul  Aixl 
Ic»tnot  but  think  fuch  a  difiin(ftion  k  the  more 
reafonably  to  be  fuppofed,  as  the  Salie  lands  w«fe 
firft  granted  to  thofe  adventurers,  not  orily  as 
their  pay  for  aiflual  and  future  fervlce,  but  aBb 
as  a  juft  reward  of  their  paft  conduA  and  brsver; 
to  the  profecution  of  a  war,  whereby  their  kings 
^  bad  obtained  fo  happy  and  glorious  ian  ^ablilh- 

ment  in  ohe  of  the  moft  grateful  foik,  atid  moll 
agreeable  clitnates  of  Europe  j  after  a  Iciig,  fa- 
tiguing courfe  of  roving  and  plundering,  fincc 
the  time  they  abandoned  their  former  haWtstions 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

But  by  what  I  have  juft  faid  of  the  difliafiion 
that  rtii^t  reafonably  have  been  made  between 
the  new  benefices  and  thofe  of  theSaliclands;  I 
would  not  be  underftoed,  as  if  I  meant,  that  it 
ihould  be  or  reaUy  was  a  mere  nominal  diftindion; 
for  I  humbly  think  there  was  a  real  and  cf- 
fcntial  difference  between  them,  atleaftinone 
refpcft,  as  I  ftiall  foon  explain.  The  ingenious 
writer  I  have  repeatedly  mentioned,  no  way  ap- 
prehenfive,  it  feems,  of  the  leaft  doubt  or  fuf- 
picion  concerning  fuch  a  difference,  firft  fuppofo 

^  without 
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withdtit  heikation/that  the  term  benefice  fo  oft^a 
lAode  ui^of  io  the  capitalars,  is  always  to  be  ua^ 
derftood  as  meaning  the  Salic  lands  (k) :  and  thai 
for  Supporting  his  opinion,  contents  himfelf  with 
the  reafpn  above-mentioned ;  I  mean,  the  bene^ 
ficc  being  plainly  oppofed  to  the  Aileud  in  Oiar- 
teraagnc's  capitular  of  the  year  1779,  in  the  fame 
mmtt  as  the  Salic  lands  are  of^oPsd  to  the  A.U 
lodial  lands  in  the  b%d  title  of  the  Salic  Jaw. 
This,  it  myft  be  confeffed,  is  a  plain  argument 
and  proof  of  a  natural  agreement  in  fome  ceruin 
Kfpefi  between  ih^  Salic  lands  and  the  beneikea 
fooftei)  Hjenlio^cd  in  the  capitulars:  ptherwife 
%  c(HiId  not  naturally  iiand  oppofed  to  one  and 
thefaQie  thing,  but  far  from  proving  thofe  be* 
n^s  to  be  the  very  Salic  lands  granted  by  Clovis 
aod  his  predeceflpr^i  or  th$t  the  term  benefice  is 
hut  another  name,  by  ivhich  they  arc  defigned 
by  Charles  the  Great ;  this  fuppofition  does  not 
evea  prove  them  to  be  of  a  fimilar  kind  or  con- 
^tioa  in  all  efiential  refpedls.    In  a  i^ord,  it  only 
proves  them  to  agree  in  one  refpeft ;  which  doubt- 
'^'s  is,  that  both  kinds  of  landed  pofTeinon  are 
dually  held  of  the  king  under  tfee  obligation  of 
Jnilitary  fervicfe.    But  at  the  fome  time,  Icannpt 
tut  affiire  myfelf,  that  they,  alfo  differed  in  ano- 
ther efiential  part  of  their  cooftitution ;  wbich  I 
plainly  think  to  be  this,   that  while  the  Salic 
Ms  were  a  hereditary  eftote  and  property  to  the 
n>ale  dcfoendants  of  thoffe  that  firft  Obtained  and 
dcferved  them,  the  benefices  roentipned  in  the 

oapttul^cs, 

(<)  Hift.  CriL  vd.  4.  p.  3%%. 
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capitulars,  were  but  a  mere  bounty  and  gift  of 
the  king,  granted  only  for  life,  to  hit  officers  and  * 
foldiery ,  on  account  of  military  fervicc  in  time  of 
war,  and  of  civil  offices  in  time  of  peace ;  for  the 
fi^me  officers  aOed  in  both  capacities,  as  we  (hall 
fee  in  the  following  fedion. 

That  thofe  benefices  were  not  hereditary,  1 
think  may  fuffidently  appear  from  the  very  texts 
of  the  capitulars,  that  are  quoted  by  the  Abbe 
Dubos  (/).  For,  in  the  firit  place,  thofe  bene- 
fices were  fut^e£t  to  forfeiture  for  bare  omiffions 
of  civil  duty,  fuch  as  the  negleA  of  difcovering 
or  deliv^^g  a  robber  into  the  hands  of  juftice  (m), 
and  ofiier  fuch  delinquencies  as  could  not  of  their 
own  nature  be  reputed  capital ;  and  confequently 
not  grievous  enough  to  caufe  the  forfeiture  of  any 
hereditary  property ;  inafmuch  as  the  innocence, 
as  well  as  the  intereft  of  future  heirs  is  generaDy 
confidered  on  thofe  occafions ;  excepting  in  feme 
countries  in  the  cafe  of  high  treafon,  or  of  rebel- 
lion ♦  rather  in  the  higheft  degree.      In  the 

next 

fi)  Fiift.  Crit  vol.  4.  p  323, 324. 

(m)  Qiialiter  de  latronibus  faciendum  fit  «.•.....•  ' 
Similiter  ^  Vaffi  noftriyfi  hocnon  adimpleverint  beneficlam* 
&  honorem  perdant.    Baluz.  capit.  torn.  i.  p.  197. 

♦  Mr.Cartc  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  lol.  i .  p.  364,  cite* 
the  Hiftoria  Blienfis  to  prove  there  were  fome  lands  held  hj 
the  Saxonsy  which  were  not  liable  to  any  forfeiture,  not 
even  for  rebellion  ;  and  thofe  he  fuppofes  to  be  fuch  as  had 
been  allotted  to  the  firfl:  adventurers,  when  a  partition  was 
made  of  their  conquefts.  If  he  is  right  in  this  conjedure, 
the  SaHc  lands,  being  in  the  fame  manner,  fuck  as  vftft 
^quired  to  the  Franks  by  the  conquefts  in  Gaul,  muft  i& 
all  appearance  have  enjoyed  the  like  privilege  of  not  being 
liable  to  any  fprfeiture ;  ina&auch  as  the  cuftoms  and 

ufagcs 
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next  place,  we  find  thofe  benefices  frequently  oi>* 
pofcd  to  property,  as  in  the  capitulars  here  re- 
ferred to  in  the  margin  (n) ;  what  doubtlefs  had 
not  been  the  cafe,  if  they  were  hereditary  lands  j 
lince  every  landed  tenement  that  defcends  to  a 
man's  heirs,  is  truly  and  really  a  property  to  him, 
though  it  may  not  be  free  and  independant,  or 
pprii  juris,  in  the  ftrid  fenfe.  To  all  this  I  (hall 
only  add,  that  the  beft  French  writers,  who  have 
treated  of  the  antiquities  of  that  nation,  generally 
agree  in  mentioning  as  one  point  of  the  ufurpa- 
tionof  the  dukes,  counts,  and  other  officers  upon 
the  monarchical  rights  and  prerogatives,  their 
rendering  hereditary  in  their  own  families  thofe 
royal  benefices,  which  till  then  they  enjoyed  on,ly 
for  life,  or  doubtlefs,  during  the  king's  pleafure 
in  cafe  of  mifcondu£t. 

The  confequence  of  this  laft  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  our  opinion  being  too  plain  to  want  an 
explicit  deduction,  I  (hall  conclude  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  from  what  I  have  hitherto  advanced, 

it 

oiages  of  both  nations  were  generally  the  fame,  as  that  au- 
tbor.juftly  obferves, though  he  plsunly  contradidt  himfelf  ts 
tothis  point  in  the  fame  place  as  ihall  appear  in  the  fequeL 
He  alfo  remarks  in  the  fame  paragraph,  that  the  Boclands^ 
fo  termed  as  being  granted  by  written  charters,  under  re*- 
fcrvation  of  rent  or  fervicc  to  the  king,  were  forfeited 
^J  for  murder  and  treafon,  but  that  their  forfeiture  did 
^ot  extend  to  the  children  of  the  guilty  perfon. 

(a)  Auditum  habemus  qualitei'&  comites  &  alii  homines 
qui  noftra  beneficia  habere  videntur,  comparant  fibi  pro- 
pricutes|le  tpCo  noftro  beneficio,  &  curtes  noftrse  remanent 
tiefertx.  Baluz.  cap.  torn.  1.  p.  453.  •••...  Qj^icunque 
beneficium  fuum  occafione  proprii  defertum  habuerit  &  in- 
^  annum  poftquam  a  comite  vel  a  miifo  noftro  ei  notum 
la^him  fuerity  illud  emendatum  non  habuerit»  ipfum  bene- 
ficium  amitut.    Capit«  an.  808.  lib.  4.  art.  38. 
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it  feeim  very  apparent,  if  not  quite  evident,  that 
the  Franks  under  the  firfi  and  fecond  race  enjoyed 
three  different  kinds  of  landed  poffcflions.  Firft 
the  Salic  land^,  whkh  in  all  eflential  refpeAs, 
were  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  hereditary  • 
Roman  benefices  firft  inftituted  by  Alexander  Sc- 
verus,  and  afterwards  extended  by  Probu3  and 
Confiantine.  Secondly,  the  benefices  for  life  that 
were  occafionally  grantai  by  the  kings  of  the  fe- 
cond race,  and  doubtlcfs  by  thofe  of  the  firft,  who 
were  fucceffors  of  Clovis  and  his  Tons,  to  their 
officers  and  foldier y  on  account  of  military  fervice. 
And  thirdly,  the  Allodial  land^s,  which  the 
Franks  gradually  acquired  from  the  old  inhabit- 
ants luider  both  races,  and  which  may  be  called 
property  in  the  moft  pcrfeft  fenfe,  and  hi^eft 
degree. 

But  thofe  diiUnAions  were  almoft  udverfaHy 
laid  afide  in  France,  before  the  eftabUflunent  oi 
the  Capetiaw  race,  having  been  all  xeduced  to  <wie 
common  form  of  tenure  or  pofleffion  known  by 
the  name  of  feud,  fief,  or  fee ;  which  in  nature 

and 

Angafttts  tilie  firft  Roman  emperor  fettled  t)enefices  dur- 
ing me  open  the  fbkKety  of  his  armies,  which  confiftcd  in 
laadt^  whereof  he  had  dtfpoffeffed  the  Roman  citizens.  AJcx- 
aflder  Snrenit  in  the  InlHttttion  of  his  benefices  granted  to 
the  fitmcier  troops,  aded  much  more  agreeably  to  jufticc 
attd  cquitjr,  as  well  as  to  the  maxims  ot  wife  governoicpt, 
Heffave  no  other  lands  to  his  officers  and  foTdiers,  th»n 
thole  that  were  recotered  ftom  the  Barbarians,  who  Hi 
encroached  pn  the  empire  in  its  frontier  provinces  a  aaJ 
fi)r  hi&  mahifig  thok  benefices  hereditary,  he  affigns  this 
feand  reeibn,  that  then*  pofleiFors  muft  be  the  more  W' 
fame  and  »dt¥e  in  repefifng  the  enemy,  as  they  were  tp  oc- 
fcnd  their  own  properties,  whilft  they  were  flghting  for 
the  fitfety  of  *he  empire,  diccas,  attentius  ho$.  mUiUttWos, 
ix  fua  rura  defi^ndorene. 
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and  condition  was  not  efientially  diffcreat  ^m 
ihe  Salic  lands,  and  perhaps  left  fo  from  the  he- 
reditary benefices  glinted  by  the  Roman  ernpe- 
rcffs :  as  we  know  fsom  the  above  cited  paffagc  of 
S.  Auguftin^  as  well  as  from  what  Severus  Sul- 

►itius  mentions  of  S.  Martin,  that  an  oath  of 
Ityand  homage  or  fervice  was  required  of  the 
beneficed  foldiery,  at  leaft  us  early  as  the  fourth  . 
or  fiftb^eaturies,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  WfeS 
a&crwaids  exadted  from  the  ficfees.  And  hence  ' 
Ifuppofejt  was,  that  fcveral  of  the  French  wri- 
ters, fuch^s  Bodin,  Du  Monlm,  &c.  have  ufed 
tbe  terms  feud,  Salic  land,  benefice,  alt  promif- 
cuoufly  and  in  the  feme  fignification  ;  though  It 
fcems  ceriaici,  thdt  there  was  an  edcntial  diffe- 
rence between  the  fiefs  under  the  thitd  race,  and 
the  benefices  that  were  granted  imder  the  king's 
rfthcfirft  and  fecond  race;  thofe  being heredi- 
tery,  and  thefe  only  for  life.    ^     -- 

This  great  change  in  thecohditibn  of  tfie  fub-* 
j^\  and  their  manner  of  enjoying  fends  *,  ihb 
general extiiiftioh  S^'the  Allodial  properties  was 
begun  foon  after  the  iirft  decHnc,  and  perfe<Sted 
towards  the  petidd  of  theCarlovingian  race ;  \^hen 
the  dukes  or  governors  of  proyincj^s,  the  county 
orgovemors  of  t6wns  and  their  lemtories^  with 
^ber  officers  of  inrfbrior  rank,  taking  ^dv^ntage 
of  the  weakneffes  of  the  laft  k}ngs  of  that  family  • 
from  Louis  ie'begue  to  Louis  le  faineant,  asall6 
Wiiling  themfelves  of  the  large  coiiceffions  and 
pants  made  to  them  by  the  ufurper'Raoui  to  the 
gteit  prejudice  and  xJiminution  of  the  royal  dor 
nnfin,  not  only  -appropriated  to  themfdves  the 
R  fovereign 
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(bvtreign  power  and  jurifdi^ion^  wbidi  till  then 
they  had  exercifed  in  the  king's  name,  but  alfo 
ufurped  the  perpetual  and  hereditary  property  of 
all  the  lands  that  were  fituate  within  the  limits  of 
their  refpcftive  governments.  In  confequencc  of 
this  ufurpation  they  obliged  the  Allodial  proprie* 
tors,  as  well  as  the  pofleflbrs  of  Salic  lands,  and 
thofe  who  enjoyed  royal  benefices,  to  hold  from 
and  derive  under  them  for  the  future,  fo  as  to  be- 
come their  immediate  vaflals  and  fiefees ;  all 
bound  on  oath  to  pay  them  fealty  and  homage 
or  military  fervice,  as  to  their  immediate  lords 
and  fovereigns,  to  the  great  fi^rejudice  or  almoft 
the  annihilation  of  the  regal  authority,  as  well  as 
to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  mod  ^cred  ri^ts 
of  the  king's  fubjcfts  in  general,  but  moll  efpc- 
cially  the  proprietors  of  Allodial  lands.  For,  as 
monarchy,  I  mean  regal  power  in  its  natural  ex- 
tent, and  rellrained  or  counterafted  by  no  other 
power  but  that  of  the  law,  is  the  bell  and  pro- 
perell  form  of  government  for  maintaining  both 
the  duration  of  empires  and  the  tranquillity  oip  the 
fubjedls^  as  the  chronologiqU  abridger  of  the 
French  hiftory  obferves  in  his  particular  remarks 
on  the  fecond  race  i  fo  nothing  could  be  more 
deftruftiveor  fatal  to  both  the  one  and  the  other 
of  thefetwoobjedts,  than  the  ellabliftimentof  the 
feodal  powers  or  ligniories,  that  were  fet  up  by 
the  great  lords  of  thofe  unhappy  times,  and  the 
feudatory  tenures,  to  which  they  reduced  the 
fubjeds  under  the  fworn  obligation  of  fealty  and 
homage  to  themfelves,  more  immediately  than  to 
their naturalJfcpr^rig^  and  kiB(g,  who  only  re- 
tained 
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tained  what  was  called  an  arriece  valTalage  over  . 
the  immediate  vaflals  of  thofe  ufiirping  lords* 
Thus  all  the  petty  feudatories  and  tenants,  ty- 
rannized by  thefe  new  maftcrs,  were  conftantly 
kept  in  the  moft  diftraded  condition  between 
their  immediate  lords  and  the  king,  not  knowing 
which  to  obey  upon  any  clalhing  of  interefts  be- 
tween the  two  powers;  fuch  efpecially  as  had 
brought  on  a  call  for  military  fervice  from  both 
the  one  and  the  other  at  the  fame  time  :  and  their 
fituation  was  the  more  perplexed,  as  the  feodal 
lords  to  whom  they  had  fworn  homage  or  fervice, 
did  confcquently  infift  on  a  right  to  march  ihem 
to  the  field,  in  order  to  make  war  upon  the  very 
king  their  fupremc  fovereign,  whenever  they 
judged  it  their  intereft  to  qparrel  with  him. 

A  like  ufurpation  aild  change  took  place  in 
Germany  much  about  the  fame  time,  at  leaft  in 
the  fame  century  ;  but  by  a  good  number  of 
years  earlier,  if  I  am  not  midaken,  than  it  hap- 
pened in  France.  We  find  that  the  German 
lords,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  le  debonnaire,  fon 
and  fucceffbr  of  Charlemagne,  alTcmbled  in  diet 
atNimegaen,  ann.  831,  were  powerful  enough 
to  rcftore  that  emperor  to  the  imperial  throne 
againil  the  joint  intereft  and  oppofition  of  his 
three  fons,  Lothaire,  Pepin  and  Louis,  who  had 
depofed  and  (hut  him  up  in  a  convent.  The  Wars 
and  divifions  that  were  afterwards  held  up  be- 
tween the  faid  Lothaire,  become  emperor,  and 
his  brother  Louis,  who  firft  was  king  of  Bavaria  / 

and  then  of  Germany,    whence  be  was  called 
Louis  Ic  Germanique,  could  not  but  favour  and  be 
R  2  tbe 
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tire  dccafion  of  carrying  to  a  higher  pitchy  the 
growing  jDoWcr  and  authority  of  the  Gcnnan 
princes.  The  partition  that  was  fubfcqutotly 
ma:de  of  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria  or  Germany, 
ht  the  year  877,  between  the  three  fons  of  Louis 
Ic  Gerttianiquc,  having  divided  the  fovercignty, 
and  thereby  weakened  the  regal  power  in  all  the 
divifionsof  that  kingdom,  muft  iikewijfe  have 
'given  a  favourable  opportunity  to  the  German 
lords  to  pufh  bn  more  and  more  towards  the  in- 
depetidency  they  always  aimed  at.  And  the  dif- 
putes  that  arofe  fiitt  between  Charles  le  chauve^ 
King  of  France,  and  his  nephew  Carloman,  fon 
of  Lotris  le  Germanique,  after  the  death  of  Louis 
n.  fon  of  liOthaire,  when  they  both  contended  for 
the  empire  in  the  year  875  :  and  after'wards  be- 
tween the  feid  Carioman  and  Louis  le  begtie,  the 
faid  Charles's  fon  arid  fucceflbr  in  the  French 
throne,  cbntencfing  in  like  manner  with  each 
otherfor  the  Imperial  crown ;  fumiflied  without 
dtmbttothe  German  grandees  the  next,  tod  in 
all  appeairance,  the  only  opportunity  they  then 
\i^ahted  to  complete  their  feodal  ufurpation,  and 
fix  their  fovercignty  upon  the  famet^is  it  ftands 
to  this  day.  Accordingly  we  find  that  thofc 
tjierMan  lords  now  become  fovereigns  and  chief 
Ixiembiersof  the  body  politic  of  the  occidental 
%Wipire,  had  fo  effcAualiy  ufurped  the  whole 
power  and  authority  of  the  llate,  that  they  took 
trpon  them  to  depofe  the  emperor  tholes  le  gros, 
^brother  and  fucceflbr  of  the  above  Carioman ; 
which  they  really  executed  ih  the  yeat  888. ' 

-  *  -  Now 
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Now  as  the  above  ^pofed  occa(tons.  of  s^g- 
grandizing  the  German  lc»rds,  by  which  tb<;y  w^r^ 
at  laft  enabled  to  aflumea  fcodal  fovereignty,,  k^v^ 
all  offered  before  the  year  8781  when  I^a  te 
heguc  was  weak  enough  to  pacify  his  male-con- 
tents at  the  cxpence  of  the  royal  domain,  whereof 
he  difmembered  and  diftributed  v^ry  confiderable  ^ 
parcels  amongft  thofc  factious  harpies,  who  hav- 
lag  afterwards  creeled  them  into  hereditary  lord-- 
(hips,  were  thereby  in  a  condition  to  make  the 
firft  ft^p  towards  the  ufurpation,  which  they 
thence-forward  carried  on,  and  at  laftcompletiely 
effcdled  before  the  extindtion  of  the  Carlovin^an 
race :  and  as  this  weak  condudt  of  Louis  le  begue 
was  the  very  firft  occafion  of  enabling  thofe  am^ 
bitious  courtiers  to  ufurp  a  feodal  fovereignty  in 
their  reQjeikhre  provinces  :  it  is  therefore  a  plain. 
OMifcqucnce,  that  the  French  lords  were  not  the 
firfl4hat  began  this  kind  of  ufurpation ;  bat  that 
they  only  followed  the  example  of  the  German' 
dukes  and  graves  or  county,  fuch  as  they  had 
been  appointed  by  Charlemagne;  as  governors  of- 
provinces  or  counties,  upon  the  model  of  thofe 
of  France. 

And  here  it  naturally  occurs  to  be  obferved, 
that  as  the  ufurpation  of  the  German  duke^, 
graves,  &c.  had  ferved  both  as  a  precedent  and  a 
model  to  that  which  was  carried  on  in  France  ; 
fodid  the  example  and  fuccefs  of  the  French  uf- 
virpersencotjrage  the  Anglo-Saxon  governors  to 
borrow  from  them  the  fame  pernicious  model  of 

^furpiagupon  the  regal  power  and  domain,  and 

affuming  the  fame  fafliionable  titles   of  dukes,* 

cbunts 
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counts  or  carls,  as  they  did  in  Ethelred's  rcign, 
in  imitation  of  thofe  on  the  French  continent. 
Our  Englifli  governors  did  not  indeed  begin  to 
ufurp  the  hereditary  property  of  their  rcfpedivc 
provinces  or  counties,  until  thofe  of  France  had 
completed  their  feodal  ufurpation  and  fovercign- 
ty  ;  which  it  is  plain  they  effedtually  and  univer- 
fally  had  compaffed  before  the  reign  of  Lothairc 
the  fon  of  Charles  the  fimple  ;  fince  we  find  that 
king  reduced  to  very  little  more  than  the  one  fm- 
gle  town  of  Laon  for  his  whole  domain,  juft  af- 
ter his  accelTion  to  the  throne  in  the  year  954, 
an  epoch  which  was  23  years  earlier  than  the  be- 
ginning of  the  weak  reign,  of  Ethelred,  under 
whom  the  Englifli  governors  affumed  the  titles  of 
dukes,  &c.  and  ufurped  the  hereditary  feodal 
property  of  their  refpeftive  governments.  It  is 
true  they  might  have  made  long  ftrides,  as  it  par- 
ticularly appears,  that  the  Mercian  and  North- 
umbrian lords  really  did,  towards  that  ufurpation 
under  the  ufurped  reign  of  Edgar,  and  even  Tome 
years  earlier  during  the  troubles  of  his  brother 
Edwy's,  againft  whom  the  former  rebelled  in  the 
year  956.  Their  uncle  Edred,  a  weak  prince, 
who  died  in  956,  had  indeed  unwifely  furnilhed 
a  precedent  to  thofe  ufurping  lords,  when  he  com- 
mitted to  Ofuolf  the  government  of  all  Northum- 
berland, with  the  right  of  inheritance  in  favour  of 
his  defcendants.  But  befidesthat  this  precedent, 
and  whatever  progrefs  of  an  ufurping  tendency* 
might  have  have  been  made  during  the  reigns  of 
Edwy,  Edgar,  and  Edward  the  martyr,  were 
but  preparatory  ftiepp  towards  the  ufurpation 
which  only  began  in  that  of  Ethelred  ;  as  all  thefe 
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epochs  were  pofterior  to  the  tune  of  Raoul's  u(- 
urpation  of  the  French  throne,  and  the  reign  of 
his  fucceflbr  Louis  d*Outremer,  when  the  feodal 
ufurpation  of  the  French  grandees  had  been  uni* 
verfaily  effected;  it  plainly  follows,  that  the 
Englifti  governors  did  not  begin  their  ufurping 
fcherae  until  the  French  had  finiftied  their  own^ 
andfurnill^  them  with  a  complete  model. 

And  this,  to  obferve  it  by  the  bye,  was  not  the 
firft  inllance  of  ufurpation  upon  regal  power  ; 
wherein  the  flate-officers  of  the  Anglo-Saxons 
followed  the  fteps  and  example  of  thofe  of  the 
Franks.  For  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  when 
thofc  officers  or  minifters,  whom  the  JFrench  call- 
ed maires  du  palais,  palace  mayors,  under  the 
kbgsof  thefirft  race,  and  who  originally  were 
but  governors  of  provinces,  had  rendered  here- 
ditary in  their  families,  not  only  their  provincial 
governments,  bift  alfo  that  of  the  king's  palace 
and  houfhoid ;  fo  the  Anglo-Saxon  eoldermen 
or  thanes  (for  fo  they  firft  were  promifcuoufly 
called,  as  we  find  in  the  recital  of  Alfred's  re- 
gulations and  laws,  tho'  afterwards  thofe  two  ti* 
tics  were  diflinguilhed)  who  in  the  beginning 
were  but  temporary  governors  of  counties  under 
the  kings  of  the  Heptarchy,  not  only  made 
themfclves  hereditary  go\'crnors,  but  alfo  con» 
verted  entirely  to  their  own  ufe  the  public  reve- 
nues of  their  refpeStive  governments,  and,  as  the 
palace  mayors  in  France,  ufurped  at  long  run  the 
regal  dignity  :"fo  we  find  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
hiftory,  that  WitlafF,  who  at  firft  was  but  chief 
eolderman  of  Mercia,  afterwards  became  king  of 
that  kingdom,  evep  in  the  great  Egbert's  time. 
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Incteed  the  very  titles,  of  the  French  mayors  attd 
-the  Saxon  eoldermcn,   were  of  »hc  fame  import 
..and  literal  fignificatic^  ^  afidfo  wete  their  offices 
aTid  powei^  of  the  fame  nature  and  extent.    The 
fenieurs  and  archi-fenicure  of  the  Franks,  oiher- 
~wife  called  maires,  Le.  mayors,  majors,  as  being 
majores  natu,  the  fame  as  feniores,  under  the 
kings  of  the  firft  race,  were  according  to  the  prt- 
.mitive  ufages^  and  in  confideration  of  their  age 
and  experience,  entrafted  with  the  principal  of- 
fices and  power  of  the  ftatc. ;  and  were  particu- 
larly employed  in  the  government  of  ftfovinccs, 
Tcfted  with  both  the  civil  and  rrrilitiary  power. 
The  eoldermenofthe  Anglo-Saxons,  a  title  which 
in  the  Saxon  language  fignifics  mayor,  fenior, 
or  elder,    were  cntrufted   with  the  like  double 
power  in  their  government  of  counties  and  pro- 
vinccsw    It  was  the  impolitic  union  of  thofetwa 
powers  in  one  and  the.  fame  pcrfon,  that  gave 
foch  a  general  influence  to  the  French  mayors  and 
the  Saxon  eoldermen,   as  enabled  them  to  carry 
iheir  ufurpation  tafo  great  an  ex4iefs,  as  the  for- 
mer did  at  the  decline  and  towards  the  period  of 
the  firft  race,  and  the  latter  dining  the  laftageof 
the  Heptarchy  ;  and  in  fome  mcafurc  under  the 
monarchy  of  Egbert  and  his  three  next  fucceflbrs, 
until  the  great   Alfred  wifely  feparated,  and  put 
into  different  hands  the  adminiftration  of  thofe 
fame  powers,  whofe  union  had  proved  fo  preju- 
dicial and  dangerous  to  the  regal  authority.    The 
Saxon  eoldermen  were  indeed  much  flower  in  con- 
ducting thcmfelves,  according  to  the  pernicious 
example  of  the  French  mayors,  than  iheir  fu<^* 
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ccffors  the  dukes  and  carls  were  in  Bthclrcd^s 
time,  in  following  that  of  the  French  dokes  and 
counts  under  the  Cailovingian  race. 

Two  ferious  refleftions  relative  to  the  ufurpa- 
don  of  the  French  mairea  and  Saxon  eoldermen, 
mofi  naturally  occur  to  the  reader  in  tins  place; 
the  one,  that  the  maxim  of  entruffing  feniors 
with  both  the  civil  and  military  power  in  the  go- 
vernment of  provinces,  feems  to  have  been  a  na- 
tional cullom,  which  was  common  to  both  the 
Franks  and  the  Anglo-Saxons :  and  as  the  latter 
were  certainly  compofed  of  various  tribes  or  na- 
tions of  Germans,  Saxons,  Frifians,  Angles,  Jut- 
landers,  &c.  it  is  rationally  to  be  prefumed,  that 
the  fame  cuftom  was  univerfal  and  common  to  all 
the  Germanic  nations,  founded  upon  their  great 
vHicration  for  the  perfons,  and  confidence  in  the 
integrity  and  experience  of  the  principal  feniors  of 
their  rcfpedive  tribes,  agreeably  to  the  maxims  of 
the  prifpitive  times.    The  other  refleftion  rela- 
tive to  thofe  ufurpations  particularly  that  of  the 
French  dukes  under  the  fecond  race ;  that  inaf- 
much  as  thofe  kings  of  that  family  whofe  weak 
condudt  encouraged  the  ufurping  meafures  of  their 
dukes  and  counts,  muft  have  known,  that  the 
union  of  the  dvil  and  military  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  palace  mayors,  was  what  enabled  their  own 
anceftors,    Pepin  Heriftal  and  his  baftard  fon 
Charles  Martel,  to  ftrip  their  royal  matters  of 
their  whole  authority,  and  thereby  pave  the  way 
for  Pepin  the  fon  of  this  Charles,  to  deprive  the 
laft  king  of  that  race  not  only  of  his  crown,  but 
of  Iris  liberty,  treating  at  the  fame  time  his  fon; 
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and  heir  Thiery  in  the  fame  infauman  manner ; 
as  thofe  Carlovingtan  kings,  I  fay,  mud  have 
been  well-informed  of  fo  recent  hiftoricalfads;  it 
is  very  ama^ng,  that  they  were  fo  infatuated,  as 
to  have  furnifhed  their  dukes  with  the  fame  means 
of  dethroning  themfelves,  that  the  above-named 
palace  mayors  had  made  ufe  of  to  extirpate  the 
whole  royal  family  of  the  Merovingian  race. 

The  reader  I  hope  will  excufe  the  preceding 
difcuffion  concerning  the  different  conftitutions 
and  conditions  of  landed  properties,  and  the 
changes  they  fufFered  from  the  ufurpation  of  the 
fcoda  Uords:  a  difcuffion  I  judged  naceflary  to  have 
premifed  by  way  of  introduction  to  what  I  am 
juft  going  to  lay  before  the  reader,  in  vindication 
of  the  ancient  cullom  of  male- gavel- kind,  which 
has  been  inviolably  obferved  at  ail  times  by  the  an- 
cient Irifh,  as  well  as  by  various  other  nations 
until  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  James  Stcu- 
art,  our  firft  Albano-Scotic  king,  who  then  abo- 
lifhed  that  primitive  and  national  cuflom,  whidi 
had  been  formerly  obferved  by  his  own  nation  as 
well  as  by  the  Irifti. 

The  Irifli  cullom  called  gavel-kind^  confiHed 
in  dividing  the  father's  hereditary  lands  among 
all  his  fons,  utterly  excluding  the  daughters  from 
enjoying  any  fliare  of  the  landed  inheritance.  The 
manner  of  this  divifion  (hall  hereafter  be  explained 
and  exemplified  by  feveral  inftances  of  particular 
family-gavels,  which  I  find  mentioned  in  the  Irifli 
antiquaries;  in  the  meaii  time  I  am  to  obferve 
and  prove  in  vindication  of  this  Irifli  cuftom, 
firft,  that  the  maxim  of  excluding  women  from 
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(baring  with  their  brothers  or  co- heirs  male  in 
landed  properties,  far  from  being  peculiar  to  the 
Irilh,  appears  rather  to  have  been  univerfal  or 
common  at  leaft  to  feveral  other  nations  in  the 
primitive  times;  and  next,  that  the  cuftom  of 
dividing  the  fatber^s  lands  among  his  fons,  was 
as  conftantly  obferved  by  many  other  ancient  peo- 
ple as  by  the  Ifiibj  and  feems  rather  a  maxim  of 
univerfal  praAice  in  all  the  primitive  nations,  than 
an  unreafonable  cullom  peculiar  to  the  Iiifli 
alone. 

Now,  as  to  the  maxim  of  excluding  the  daugh- 
ters from  (baring  with  their  brothers  in  the  landed 
inheritance  of  the  father,  we  find  it  as  ancient  as 
the  patriarch  Jacob,  whofe  daughters  were  to  en- 
joy no  (hare  with  their  brothers  in  the  land  of 
promife,  which  was  their  father's  inheritance  by 
divine  appointment.  Nor  do  I  find  in  fcripture 
or  ancient  hiftory,  any  inftance  of  daughters 
faring  with  their  brothers  in  their  father's  landed 
Fopertics  in  thofe  primitive  times.  I  have  ob- 
fevcd  and  (hewn  in  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
^urfe,  that  the  Romans,  as  well  as  the  Franks, 
deluded  women  from  enjoying  any  portion  of 
ftch  lands  as  were  fubjcd  to  military  fervice,  and 
were  therefore  called  military  benefices.  In  efFeft, 
it  is  plainly  againft  the  nature  of  things  that  lands 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  fword,  andeither 
rouft  be  maintained  and  defended  at  the  point  of 
^  fword,  or  elfe  are  enjoyed  on  condition  of  mi- 
litary feivice,  (hould  be  pofleflTed  or  (hared  by 
w^omen,  who  arc  naturally  excluded  from  the  mi- 
litary profeffion. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly,  not  only  the  Romans  and  Fmks, 
but  likewife  the  Ooths^  the  Burgundians,  an^all 
the  othcF  barbarians  who  \rere  firft  employed  by 
the  emperors  as  mercenary  ausiiliaries  living  upon 
military  benefices,  and  afterwards  fordbly  fettkd 
diemfiDlves  in  diffimnt  parts  o£  the  empire,  have 
aU  equally  obferved  th^  maxim  of  excluding 
women  from  ftiaring  either  in  the  military  bene- 
fices they  made  hereditary  in  their  dif&rent  fami- 
lies, or- in  any  other  laqds  that  were  acquired  and 
defended  by  the  fword;  this  plainly  appears 
through  the  whole  courfc  of  their  hillory,  as  it 
hath  been  delivered  to  us  by  Procopius,  Grcgorius 
Turonenfis,  Ifidorus,  Idacius,  &c.  In  a  word, 
all  the  Teutonic  or  Germanic  nations  excluded 
the  daughters  from  (haring  with  their  brothers 
or  other  heirs  male  in  the  father*i5  landed  inhal- 
tance  of  whatever  kind  or  condition,  all  being 
referved  to  the  fons  or  male  oflfspring  alone;  as 
appears  exprefsly  by  the  following  axiomatical 
Latin  diftich,  fetting  forth  this  fame  maxim  of 
their  ancient  laws : 

Teuttmicis  prijcis  patrios  fuccedit  in  (^ros 
Mqfculaftirps  ornnisy  neforet  ullapotens. 


As  to  the  old  Irifli,  they  were  fo  tenacious  of 
the  maxim  of  excluding  women  from  all  landed 
inheritance  in  their  different  tribes,  that  the  fa- 
ther's landed  properties  upon  failure  of  his  iffiie 
male,  devolved  entirely  to  his  brothers  or  next 
male  heirs  without  any  regard  to  his  daughters. 
^  The 
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The  oftMion  of  womca  from  IbaHflg  in  pa* 
tfifRonial  eftates,  was  (o  general  ^mong  the  Iridi 
asweBaslhc  ancient  GermaiKor  Teutonies,  that   • 
it  extended  to  all  forts  of  landed  properties  with- 
out diftinabn  of  Allodial  and  Feodal;  a  diftinc- 
tion  whdfe  origin  couki  not  have  been  earlier  than 
the  fifft  inftitution  of  military  beneficed  foon  after 
the  beginning  of  the  Aird  century  ;  the  landed 
propercici  of  tte  old  lri(h,  of  whatever  rank, 
were  all  6f  one  and  the  fame  natare  and  condi- 
tion, and  may  in  a  proper  fenfe  be  ililed  of  the 
ABodial  kind,  as  they  were  prbprii  juris,  fubje^t 
^  no  rents  or  feifvices,  nor  alienable  by  any  ex-?- 
prcfs  ftatt-law  for  any  failure  of  duty  towards 
the  fovereign,  though  far  from  beihg  iafe  frdm 
that  of  tte  ftrohgeft  hand ;    the  Dyhafts  and 
Toparchs  with  their  dependants  vfttt  indeed  in 
the  cuft6m  of  anfwering  the  military  tails  of 
ferir  |)rovincial  kings,  for  ttiarching  iiilder  thdr 
^onanand  to  wage  war  agaihil  their  ^enemibs  or 
Aofe  they  inclined  to  pick  a  quairrel  tvitb.    But 
*fe  kind  of  tnilitaty  fervice,  far  from  6ffe£ling 
the  knded  properties  of  tbofe  that  tendered  \U 
^as  Abfolutely  free  and  voluntaiy ;  inaftnuch  as 
^hofcfame  Dyhkftiimi  Topiirchs  eftetomed  theni*- 
fclves  not  the  Icfs  pdffelfed  of  the  right  ^(  mak- 
ing war  upon  thofe  very  kings,  as  often  ias  they 
wcteaWft^to  form  a  fufticient  aUianoei»  Vindicate 
«iy  grifcvande  they  pretended  to  hire  ftkfFdrcd 
Withem :  and  a^  to  thofe  kings  of  Meath  or 
Ttfa,  who  in<he  middle  ages  of  the  Stetic  go*- 
vertWent)  affuraed  the  tide  of  Monarch  or  King 
of  ril  Ireland,  or  ratheif  have  been  ftiled  fo  by 
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the  writer*  of  their  party,  moft  certain  it  is,  that 
the  provincial  kings  and  other  fovereigns  never 
acknowledge  any  fupreme  right  in  thofe  pre-* 
tenders  to  monarchy^  but  always  aiferted  their 
own  independency  againfl  them  at  the  point  of 
the  fword,  as  appears  moft  glaringly  from  the 
Irifh  annals ;  notwithftanding  any  cafual  and 
(hort  flarts  of  depredatory  power  in  fome  of 
thofe  nominal  monarchs,  who  never  failed  to  kt 
out  upon  ravaging  expeditions  into  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces,  whenever  they  happened  to 
have,  formed  a  fufficient  party  for  fuch  deprcda^- 
tions;  parallel  to  this^  without  doubt,  was  the 
cafe  and  flate  of  all  the  Germanic  and  Scythian 
nations,  and  probably  of  all  others  in  ancient 
times,  before  the  formation  and  firm  eftablilhment 
of  well  policed  ftatcs. 

But  to  return  to  the  male-gavel  and  the  ex- 
clufion  of  women  from  landed  properties,  I  cant 
but  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  univerfal,  I  mean 
common  to  all  nations  in  the  primitive  timcs^ 
and  that  it  feems  well  grounded  upon  the  princi* 
pies  of  the  law  of  nature  and  the  reafon  of  things. 
In  thofe  early  days  of  the  world  and  for  a  long 
time  after  the  difperfion  of  Noah*s  pofterity,  all 
landed  poffeffions,  whether  they  were  enjoyed  by 
the  right  of  primi  occupantis,  or  acquired  by 
force  of  arms,  were  all  equally  to  be  maintained 
and  defended  by  the  ftreiigth  of  hands  and  the 
ufe  of  the  fword :  funftions,  which  womankind 
was  exdudcd  from  by  nature,  notwithftanding  all 
the  ftories  of  the  pretended  feats  of  arms  of 
the  Afiatic  Amazons.    We  may  aflore  ourfclvcs, 
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that  matters  have  continued  in  the  fame  ftate 
even  after  the  cftablUhment  of  political  focieties, 
in  all  thofe  nations;  wherein  thefyftemof  genera! 
government  was  rudely  planned  out  and  the  fo- 
ciety  illpoliced,  efpecially  in  thofe  which  confifted 
of  different  independant  tribes  of  people,  all 
darning  and  conftantly  exercifing  the  right  of 
waging  war  with  each  other,  though  in  fome 
(hape,  politically  conncfted  together,  whether  by 
a  general  but  ill-formed  confederacy,  or  by  the 
aothority  of  one  common  fovereign,  which  was 
not  regarded  but  as  far  forth  as  he  had  power 
enough  to  enforce  it ;  in  this  fame  fituation,  we 
may  conclude  from  all  the  lights  furniflied  us  by 
hiftory,  human  affairs. have  always  remained  in 
all  thofe  parts  of  the  Celtic  and  Scythian  coun- 
tries, wherein  the  Roman  power  and  police  had 
not  been  eftaWiftied,  as  it  was  unhappily  the  cafe 
I  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  moft  parts  of  Germany 
\  and  throughout  the  Scythian  nations ;  hence  the 
primitive  maxims  were  always  maintained  anuMig 
*«  old  Irilh,  and  particularly  that  of  excluding 
j  women  in  all  cafes,  even  upon  failure  of  all  iflue 
I  roalc  in  one  whole  branch  of  a  tribe,  from  en- 
joying any  part  of  the  family  eftate  or  landed 
pw^rtics,  which  in  fuch  cafe,  devolved  to  the 
n^ales  of  the  next,  branch,  or  elfe  reverted  to  the 
<iiipofal  of  the  common  chief  of  the  whole  tribe, 
who  upon  fuch  occafions  new-gavelled  it  amongft 
the  different  branches. 

The  Franks  indeed  after  their  fettlement  in 
Gaul,  allowed  certain  women  to  inherit  Allodial 
lands;  a  cuftom   they  doubtlefs  borrowed  from 
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the  Romans  and  Romanized  Gauls ;   but  the 
liberty  they  granted  on  this  occafion  was  very 
much  ftraightened  and  limited,  (ince  it  only  ex* 
tended  to  the  mother  and  aunts,  both  {>atenial 
and  maternal  (with  the  preference  to  the  latter) 
of  the.  proprietor  who  died  without  ifiue  either 
female  or  male  ^  for  it  is  natural  to  fuppi^e,  ths^ 
if  he  left  a  daughter,  the  Allodial  property  was 
to  be  inherited  by  her.     As  to  collateral  female 
heirs,  even  were  they  fillers  or  nieces,  they  were 
all  exprefsly  exdudoi  by  the  law,  and  the  inherit- 
ance was  to  devolve  to  the  neareil  collateral 
kinfman  of  the  deceafed,  however  diftant  he  may 
be.    Leg.  Sal.  tit,  62.  de  Allodiis.     The  benefit 
here  allowed  of  to  the  above  limited  female  heirs 
ieems  very  jull  and  natural  among  the  Franks  of 
Gavd,  whofe  acquifitions  of  Allodial  Unds  muft 
have  pn)oeeded  chiefly  from  their  imermarriages 
with  Gallic  or  Roipano^allic  heirefles. 
;  Before  I  have  loft  fight  of  the  above  explaiflcd 
principle  or  corollary  of  the  law  of  nature,  whew* 
by  women  were  excltided  from  landed  propertiei 
\n  the  primitivei  tfeies,  I  fliall  obfcrve  it  was  the 
lame  prmcipfe  together  with  the  nature  of  the 
fun^ions    which    ta^ere    indifpenfably    required 
from  the  perfons  of  chief  governors  and  com* 
manders  of  jnatkxis  and  tribes,  that  gave  an  ab<- 
folate  and  natural  exclufion  to  womankind  iioin 
being  fupretne  rulers  c»r  fovereigns  in  any  nation 
wfiatfoever  during  the  primitive  and  middle  ages 
of  the  world,  and  generally  all  along  *tillwitlrin  a 
few  centuries  of  our  times.    One  fingle  Semi^ 
lamilB  in  Affyria,  one  Cleopatra  in  Egypt,  one 
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ambitious  and  monfiroufly  unnatural  Irene  in  the 

,  Oriental  empire^  one  folitary  Borana  in  that  of 

Pcrfw,  and  one  fabulous  and  ingcnioufly  fingU'- 

larizedold  Macha,  whofc  antiquity  this  Irifti  Saena- 

chy's  or  antiquaries  took  care  to  make  almoft  as 

,  venerable  as  Semiramis  :  thpfe^  .fingle  jnftanccs,  I 

fay,  of  feniale  government,  thcfe  rare  anomalies 

h  the  different  political  fyftenns  of  pur  wocid, 

<^n .  be  of  no  prejudice  to  the  principles  ^y 

,  which  wonien  hav^  b^een  excluded  from  ,th?  rc^l 

gp^vernn^nt  of  nations  and  kingdoms ;  natural^ 

.  ly  difqualified  to  enjoy  landed  properties  of  a 

private  condition  in  the  primitive  times,  they 

were  by  a  ftronger  reafon  incapacitated  to  enjoy 

.  kingdoms  and  govern  nations.  ^ 

The  naturcjof  the  pcrfohal  funftiotis  that  w*re 

iceqiiircd  of  kipgs  or  fovereign  rulers  in  the  jMri- 

mitivc  times,  and  which  they  generally.p^rformed 

m  perfon  until  within  a. few  centuries  paft,  were 

,  |i]pfe-of  commanding  their  own  armies  in  |he 

.^pld,  acid  jiidg^ng  the  cj^ufe^jof  their  .fubjedts : 

: ftipttions  wjii^h  wpmep  .^e  nawajly  4ifqtiaji6ed 

y  t9i  nic^ddle  with  ;  fthe  barbarian  kings,,  ^yen  the 

.,|iioft  unpplilhed  of  thqm,  did  flot  di(pRofe  them* 

..ftiyes  fxpm  acqyitting^thefc  diAt]cs»  nor.omitied 

V  jW>cr  of  thefe  two  (wRdtiops.    ,  A  Roman  writer 

jteUs  us  of  the  famQUfii  At,til%  l^ng.of  the  Httfis, 

.:tbat  after  fightings  little,  bi«;t«??t;^Wewai^to 

:;fit  on  his  tribunal^  ftud.. decide  jH?  jpwfc?  ftrid  4if* 

Mputeis.of  his  peppM*  1  but  in  i after,  ^ges,  when 

S  kiQgS 

%  .■...',• 

,  •v  iVttila  cgrf fli|«5  b^b/dt^tione,  gfayis ^jjjt^  .omnium  octt* 
.Ki  quaquavcrfusln  fb  converfis  incjidensi''ciirh  biiefigib  fe-' 
'  £t  |»r<r^ibxis,'  hie  eum  mufti  qip^us''  er^mt  lites  adiefitntf 
.  ^  ^uk juftitikm  cxcepcrunt.    Frifcus  Rett,  in  cxcerp. 
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kings  exempted  thcmfelvcs  from  thcfe  cffcntial 
-duties,  and  entrufted  different  particuUrs  with 
the  care  of  adminiftring  all  the  jufticc  that  was 
'  due  to  their  fubjc£ts,  as  they  likewifc  appointed 
particular  officers  to  command  their  troops,  and 
fight  their  battles ;  it  appeared  no  longer  un- 
natural or  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  of  things, 
that  women  (bould  become  fovereign  rulers  of 
nations,  inafmuch  as  generals  could  fight  with  as 
good  a  heart,  and  judges  decide  caufes  with  as 
much  integrity  beneath  the  fupreme  influence  of 
a  woman  as  under  the  abfotute  government  of  a 
roan. 

Spmc  modern  French  writers  fecm  to  think  it 
a  fingular  privilege  and  which  reflcfts  particular 
honour  and  dignity  on  the  crown  of  France,  that 
it  is  not  to  be  worn  by  women,  they  being  cx- 

-  eluded  from  the  fucceffion  by  a  fundamental  law 
of  that  monarchy  ;  and  this  law  they  derive  from 

-  no  other  fource  or  principle,  than  that  particular 
conftitution  of  the  6zd  title  of  the  &ilic  law, 
which  excludes  women  from  enjoying  any  part  of 

'  fuch  properties  as  were  called  Salic  lands ;  now 
•  thofe  Salic  lands  were  of  the  fame  nature  with 
i  the  miKtary  benefices,,  and  were  held  in  the  man- 
'-  ner  of  Fief&or  Feodal  tenures,  as  I  have  already 
.proved;  and  a  Fief  or  Fee  implies  a  depend- 

ancy,  and  its  poffcffor  is  neceffarily  fuppofcd  to 
'  <fcpend  on  a  loixi  paramount,  to  whom  te  owes 
•^  fervice  gr  chief*rent;  hence  it  follows,  that  if  the 
^  French  writers  would  found  the  exclufion  of 

women  from  the  regal  fucceffion  upon  tlw  above 

['  mentioned  text  of  the  Salic  law,  they  muft  fup- 

(.Vpofc,  as  they  really  do,  that  the  crown  and  its 

.     • '  -  '■  -  ^  domains 
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domains  are  to  be  confidered  as  a  mafculine  Fief; 
but  how  they  can  reconcile  this  notion  and  manner 
of  reafoning  with  the  independancy  of  their  king 
and  his  crowoi  is  what  I  cannot  conceive* 

At  the  fame  time  I  think  I  can  conceive  and  fee 
clear  enough  into  the  natural  principle  upon  which 
all  the  reft  of  German  tribes,  the  Burgundians^ 
the  Saxons  of  the  Englifh  Heptarchy,  the  Danes, 
Swedes,  Vandals,  Goths,  aswellasallthe  Scythian 
and  Celtic  people,  Gauls,  Britons,  Iri(b,  and  in  « 
wordi  all  tbcEuropemi  Afuticand  African  nations 
excluded  women  from regalgovemment  and  com- 
mand not  only  in  the  primitive  times^  but  even  ia 
the  latter  ages  of  the  world  ^  and  the  reafon  wa* 
plain  and  natural,  becauf<9  man  alone  and  no^ 
woman  kind,  was  defiined  and  capacitated  t?y 
nature  to.  command  apd  fight  at  the  head  of  ar- 
mies, to  jufdgc  of  difputf  sand  caufes,  to  govern 
multitudes,  and  dire  A  public  and  ftate  aflfain. 
I  can  conceive  the  reafon,  why  the  ambitious 
and  unfortunate  Amalafontha,  daughter  of  Theo^ 
doric  I;  King  of  the  Oftrogpths  of  Italy,.. found 
berfelf  obliged  to  marry  Thcodatua  a  prince  of 
her  own  tribe,  with  a  view  to  govern  under  his 
fan£tion  and  thereby  feize  «  fceptre,  which  (he 
other>yUe  was  naturally  difqualified  tu  fway ;  in 
which  however  (he  was  tragically  difappointed, 
vid.Cafiiod.  Varior.  lib.  lo,  I  can  alfo  fee  into 
the  plain  and  natural  reafon,  why  the  fundamental 
law  and  conftitutioq  pf  the  Vandalic  empire  in 
Africa  founded  by  Gcinferic,  abfc^utely  ewluded 
women  from  the  regAl,  fucceflfion,  by  exprefaty 
referving  it  to  the  male  defcendants  alone,  accord* 
ing  to  their  precedence  of  feniority,  as  I  (hall 
S  a  havis- 
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havcWsfldn  to  explkm  {n  tKc  fblfowlng  fefition, 
iccbfdlh'g  tbthc  dctiikd  aefcourit  of  Frocoj^iiJaf  dc 
bello  Vandal,  fib.  ircap.  7,  =8,9 ;  in  a  word,  I 
can  cafily  coriceJvc  flic  princiiple,  up6n  which  the 
ienfi][>6ror  Vakntintan*  rfl.  when  AttUa  klerfiartded 
his  After  Honoria  in  iiiarriage,  with  a  view  of 
liiating  m  the  empire  by  her  right,  undeceives 
tliit  atiibitious  barbariari'kingl^y  rbuildly  anfwer 
fiig'Wm;  that  in  cafe  he  wiis  rtiarried  t</Honoria, 
fitftbuH^riieho  fight'  from  her,  in^much  as 
^ofaheh'Md  noihe  tO'the  eftiprre;  neque  Imperi- 
\im'Hom)H«edcberi,  vitOMfti  enim j  nori  teulierum 
R6hiahiim  fmpleriiifn  jSlfe  •  Prifdus  RRetbr  Du- 
fchefhe,  torn,  i;^  p:  zd$. 

^NbW  inafmtich  aS  I  have  treated  the'  good  old 
Ikdic&'bf  ^htfent  titles  with *M  the  f^vcrity  of 
th%  i^iiMtii'*  toiaidriisby  ieidiiding  th^m'  from  the 
^njoyaittit  df  all^  latftdeSd  prbpcrties,  it  is^'fitind 
aW€iit,'fh4t  beforei  takeJiny  leavci  I-feklH  pro- 

•«»  ;i  te^fort^^cS-  aftd  natural  *ftabliffittenfs 
Wte^not  tfte^  kfe  iecari'F^^  futh  an  txtfefion, 
^h*y  wwc^underw)!  neAffity  of  providing  a  ttar- 
^fiiige  '^p^rClon  to  attraa ■  courtiers,  or  ftitisiy 
^(biandft^;  on  "the  contrary  their  hufbaiids  were 
-obliged  topportion  and'  enddw  tlieixl  aceibirding  to 
fte'wift  tnaxJms^'Uhe^^^/^^^  tkiies,  and 

otfrtthwiit  this  coadiiion^he^^  could  obtaif^'no  ftmalc 
^CtttffiWts;  ''Women  were  therefore  as  eartdUy 
rtouriap*  and  demanded  ih^  difintercft^d  tn^riage 
iin  thofe  ddys^  as  thej  a¥e  how  haunted  afld  in 
"  fdtae: Cduijttiei  run  ^ wiy  with  for  «heir  forftnes, 
•  tnorethanlbr  any  conjugal^ affbaion.  ^^Arld  hence 
I  ..'    i  .-        ;...'•  we 

4  ■"  1      '  L 
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wp  may  affure  oujcfclyes  the  unforfuoed  Mp4 
wpm?n  of  anticnt  times  foupd  the  ma^iagclfate 
much  happier,  thanfop^  of  ouy.  mQdeyn/l?id*^s 
find  it  with  all  their  thoufands.  i 

Tacitus  informs  us  that  the  German^  woinocji 
brought  no  fort  of  portion  or  fortune  tp  the^r 
bufbands,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  hujtban^ 
was  obliged  to  beftow  a  marriage  portiop  upo^ 
the  wife ;  a  plain  and  fimple  one  indeed  it  was, 
fine?  it  copfifted  not  of  any  §audy  ornaments,  but 
only  in  (brae  cows  and  a.w.ar  hprfe,  another  wjitb  a 
fliicld,  a  fword,  &c. ;  the  wife  in  return,  prefented 
fome  pieces  of  arms  to  the  hulband,  and  th^t 
was  aU  the  fortune  that  was  demanded  of  Ijer  : 
the  Franks  of  Gaul  always  continued  to  obfervc 
this  cuftom  of  their  Germj^n  anceftors  tiU  of  l^t^ 
centuries ;  the  learned  abridger  of  the  cbrpnpl^- 
gicalhiftory  of  France  remarks,  that  in  the  abby 
of  St.  Peter  en  Vallee,  there  ftill  fubfifts  a  Caftu* 
lary  or  Charter  of  Ceyen  hundred  years  antjqqity^ 
accordipg  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  cri^g  ^n4 
miqu^ry  M.  k  I^aboqrcur,  wherein  is  infert- 
ed  a  donation  made  to  that  cpnvent '  by  l^il* 
degarde  Countefs  of  Amiens  and  wi^pw  of 
Valeran  Count  of  Vexin  j  by  yyhich  inftruni^^nj 
this  lady  declares,  that  (he  gives  an4  beffowj? ,  ^p 
the  faid  abby  of  St.  Peter  anAll^u.pi;  APodj^ 
property  in  land,  which ihehad  received  ^  a  mi^r- 
riage  portion  from  her  lord  and  huj[hand  ^qcprcJr 
^tJgto  the  ufage  pf  the  galjic.Iaw,,  V£^(^  f^^Yf-^c, 
obliges  hufband  s  to  pprtip;!  their  .vj'iyss, . 

y^^^^ff^  ^^^^W  y^ Jf^^^^  by 

(^%^ipg;  tl^  n^  pik,:f^pt^  yf^^s^Sojim^ 

^  fuitable 
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fuitiible  to  their  ranks  or  birth,  was  general  in  the 
primitive  times,  and  much  more  antient  than  the 
Germans  of  the  age  of  Tacitus.    The  hulbands 
who  were  notable  to  give  theaccuftomed  fortuncor 
prefents,  were  obliged  to  purchafe  them  by  feme 
other  valuable  confideration.    Thus  Jacob  agreed 
to  fervtf  Laban  for  feven  years,  on  condition  of 
enjoying  Rachel  as  his  wife  at  the  end  of  that 
term  ;  Shechem  and  his  father  Hamor  king  of  the 
Sbechemites,  far  from  requiring  any  marriage 
portion  with  Dinah,  or  taking  advantage  of  her 
having    been   diflionourcd,  offered    her   father 
Jacob  and  his  fons,  whatever  marriage  portion 
and  gifts  they  would  be  pleafed  to  demand  for 
her;   and  what  plainly  (hews,  that  the  cuftotn 
was  univerfal  in  thofe  days  throughout  the  Eaftern 
nations,  Shechem  generoufly  propofes  to  Dinah's 
fether  and  brothers,  that  they  may  augment  or 
rather  multiply  (for  fo  the  Hebrew  text  and  that 
of  the  Septuagint  literally  exprefs  it)  the  mar- 
riage portion  and  gifts  that  were  ufually  given  by 
fuch  hufbands  to  their  wives ;  for  the  fortune  that 
Shechem  underftood  and  offered  to  be  multiplied 
at  hisexpence,  could  be  no  other  than  that  which 
was  cuftomary  to  be  given  by  hulbands  of  his 
rank  j  which  is  very  evident  from  this  circura- 
ftance,  that  Jacob  and  his  fons,  far  from  having 
prcvioufly  mentioned  or  demanded  any  particular 
marriage  portion  for  Dinah,  were  rather  pofitively 
reluftant  to  her  marriage  with  that  Prince,  not- 
withftandhig  her  misfortune. 

Now  I  have  only  to  proceed  to  an  explication 
of  the  ipanner,  in  which  the  male-gavel  or  parti- 
tion 
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tion  of  landed  properties  was  made  between  the 
Tons  or  heirs  male  among  the  old  Iri(h  ^  and  alfo 
to  (hew,  how  univerfal  that  ancient  and  equitable 
cuftom  was  in  the  Celtic  nations  and  others,  ac- , 
cording  to  all  the  lights  we  can  collect  from  an- . 
dent  hiftory.     To  fpeak  properly  of  the  manner 
of  thclriih  gavel  I  muft  firft  obferve,  that  there . 
were  two  forts  of  gavels  pradlifed  among  them : 
the  one  was  that,  by  which  the  father's  landed . 
eftate  was  divided  among  all  his  male  children, 
cither  by  himfelf  in  his  old  age,  or  by  the  chief 
of  the  tribe,  in  cafe  the  father  had  died  inteftate. 
The  manner  of  the  gavel  or  divifion  made  by  the. 
father  was  according  to  the  rule  of  exadt  equality 
of  (hares,  without  any  difference  in  favour  of  the 
eldeft  fon  during  the  father's  life  :  but,  after  the 
father's  death,  the  equal  (hare  which  he  had  rc- 
fcrved  to  himfelf,  and  which  comprehended  the 
manfion  houfe  of  the  family  with  its  demefnes, 
fell  to  the  eldeft  fon,  who  enjoyed  it  as  a  fecond^ 
portion,  conjointly  with  his  firft  equal  (hare,  ac- 
cording to  the  primitive  maxim  obferved  by  the 
patriarchs,  who  allowed  a  double  portion  of  the 
inheritance  to  the  eldeft  fon,  together  with  the^ 
priefthood  and  the  regal  dignity.     Vid,  Roberti 
Slephani  notas  ad  Gen.  cap.  xlix.  v.  3,  4.     The- 
(ame  rule  of  equality  of  (hares  was  obferved  in 
the  divifion  when  it  was  made  by  the  chief  of  the 
tribe,  without  any    other  difference  than  that 
wtech  the  faid  patriarchal  maxim  allowed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  eldeft  fon.    Of  this  fort  of  gavel  or 
divifion  of  the  father's  lands  between  his  fons^.' 
an  old  ipanufcript  now  in  my  po(rc(Eon,  furnifhes 
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a'ycry  cxa£t  pattern  in  a  partition,  which  Donogh 
0*Brien  fon  of  Srien-duff,  fon  of  Connor  king  of 
Thomond,  and  firft  founder  of  the  faftiily  of 
Carrigbgiriiol,  made  of  all  his  lands  between  his 
eleven  fons  towards  the  end  of  the  XVth  cen- 
tury f  in .  which  parti tioh  ah  equal  number  ot 
p^ow-lands,  all  made*  equal  in  diertfelves,  and 
whqfc  names  are  alt  fet  down  in  my  faid  manu- 
fcfeipt,  is  given  to  each  fon  :  but  the  manfion 
Jioufe  and  demefne  of  Carrigogihiol,  which  the' 
faid  Donogh  rcferved  to  himfelfwas  reverfihle  to 
theeldeft  fob  with  the  dignity  of  Lord  and  Chief 
of  the  famlW. 

Of  the  other  kind  of  gavel,  which  is  a  general 
(fivrfion  or  repartition  qf  all  the  lands  belonging 
to  a  whole  tribe  or  family  confiding  of  feveral 
branches,  a  repartition  which  became  neceffary 
ffom  time  to  time  through  the  detay  or  extin<5tion 
of  fome  bran9hes  or  particular  families,  my  old 
rAanufcript  contains  two  different  examples,  both 
regarding  O'Briens  of  different  houfes ;  the  one, 
^ich  is  the  mofl  Angular,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  njoft  ^ifintereftcd  and  generous  gavel  that 
could  b*  imagined,  was  made  in  the  XlVth  centui 
ry,  by  Conor  More  O'Brien,  chief  of  the  Cuan^h 
family,  who  divided'  that  country  in  the  firfl  place 
ihto three  equal  parts,  between  himfelf,  and  two 
other  families  of  the  fame  Cuanagh  flogk,  to  which 
Ke  was  but  renibtely  related,  viz.  the  family  and 
branches  pf  Palace,  ficcdefcended  from  Morrogh- 
Off  of  the  one  part,  and  thofe  of  Brien  Roe  o( 
Ballyclojgh,  ^c.  of  the  othej^.  In  the  next  place 
Ke  fubdivides  the  one  half  of  all  his  own  (hare  or 
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part  of  Cuatiagli  bietwefen  his  coufm-ger* 
numar  Turtegfe  and  Mahon,  fotts:  of  Tiege-aii- 
dtorrihraic,  who  was  his  father's  elder  brother: 
aftd  thfen  afto'  this  fubdivifion,  he  divides  as  yet 
all  ttelt  remained  to  hini  into  fix  equal  parts 
beiwigcn  himfelf  atid  his  five  brothers;  whereof 
one  was  a  n^iiral  fon,  referving  only  fome  chief 
rent  fi-om  bis  faid  brothers;  and  yet  the  fubdivifioW 
nt  carried  ftill  further,  for  he  riow  divides  \ni^ 
own  fixth  part  into  three  equal:  (hares  between  his' 
three  fons,  Mortogh,  Turlogh  atid  Conor^og; 

In  the  Arra  branch  a  gavel  v^as-  made  in  the 
XVth  century  by  Turlogh  0*Brien  of  Arra- 
caftle,  the  eighth  direft  defccndant  from  Bricn' 
Rtfadb  king  of  Thoniond;  who  divided  his- 
coofttry  between  his  four  fons,  Mbrto^h,  Turlogh^ 
Tiege  and  Morrogh :  my  manufoipt  contains  an 
a^le  detail  and  enumeration  of  all  the  lands  and 
caftlcs  afligned  to  each  of  thefe  four  fons :  and' 
itiscxprefsiy  obferved  in  the  fame  place,  that  thifif 
was  the  third  gavel  or  partition,  that  had  been' 
made  of  the  country  of  Arra,  fince  the  time  of 
Brlen  Ruddli*s  grandfon,  by  name  Brien  fon  6f 
Donald,  who  was  thfe  firft  of  this  branch,  that 
fettled  in  the  country  of  Arria,  after  his  defeat  at 
tile  battle  of  Difirt  O  Dea  in  the  county  of  Clare,^ 
ill  th^  year  1318,  by  which  event,  he  and  his  fa- 
mily were  difpofleffed  of  their  pretenfions  and 
titles  oif  kings  of  Thomond,  and  reduced  to  the, 
narrttwer  litnits  of  the  faid  country  pf  Arra.  Vide 
Caithreim  Tholrdhealbhaig,  or  the  hiftory  of  the 
wars  of  Thbtoond,  by  John  Magrath. 

The 
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The  Englifh,  WeUh,  Norman,  and  Frendi 
adventurers,  who  fettled  in  Ireland  in  the  Xllth 
century,  and  their  refpe^tive  defcendants  of  the 
firft  rank,  fuph  as  the  Fitz-Geralds,  the  Burks, 
the  Barrys,  &c.  were  all  as  obfervant  of  the 
gavelling  cuftom  as  .the  old  Irilh  :  but  it  feems 
they  did  not  always  obferve  the  old  rule  of  equa- 
lity of  Ihares  as  above  defcribed,  in  dividing^tbcir 
landed  efiates  among  their  male  children.  My 
manufcript  records  a  gavel  which  Walter  Burk 
baron  of  Caftle-Connuing,  now  called  Caftlc- 
Connel  near  Limerick,  third  dired  defcendant 
from  Richard  Burk  carl  of  Ulfter,  made  of  his 
eftate  of  Caftle-Connuing  bet  ween  his  three  fons, 
Richard,  Edmund  and  Tobias ;  to  Richard  his 
eldcft  fon  he  gave  twenty  plow-lands ;  hrs  fecond 
fon  Edmund  enjoyed  but  eight  plow-lands ;  and 
Tobias  his  third  fon  had  fcvcn  plow-lands,  where- 
of Brittas  was  one^  which  place  gave  the  title  of 
lord  baron  of  Brittas  to  one  of  his  defcendants ; 
it  would  feem  by  this  gavel,  that  an  equality  of 
fliar%s  was  not  obferved  even  between  the  fecond 
and  third  fons,  and  that  the  eldeft  had  more  than 
a  double  (hare  of  the  inheritance :  yet  we  know 
for  certain,  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  and  WeUh 
divided  in  equal  (hares  the  father's  landed  pro- 
perties between  all  his  fons,  which  hath  been  ob- 
ferved by  different  Engli(h  writers ;  Mr.  Carte, 
in  particular,  obferves  it  in  his  hiftory  of  Eng- 
land, vol.  I.  p.  365,  where  he  aho  very  juftly 
remarks  that  fuch  an  equal  divifion  of  the  father's 
lands  among  his  male  children  according  to  the 
Roman  law,  was  obferved  by  the  Saxons  rather  as 
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«n  ancient  cflflom  common  to  all  tlie  Celtic  na- 
dons,  Britons,  Gauls,  Genaara,  8cc.  than  as  a 
law  any  way  boirowed  or  derived  to  them  from 
the  Romatu.  In  effedt  all  the  Germanic  or  Teu- 
tonic nations  obferved  that  ancient  cuftom,  as 
sppeairs  by  the  old  Latin  axiom  exprefled  in  the 
before  cited  diftich,  from  which  it  is  likewife 
plainly  intelligible,  that  the  divifion  was  made  by 
giving  equal  (hares  to  each  fon,  as  the  words, 
nepotens  ullaforet^  naturally  imply  and  fufficiently 
exprefa  an  equality  of  fortune  and  power  between 
all  the  fons.  Every  reader  of  hiftory  knows,  tha^ 
the  Franks,  who  were  a  Germanic  nation,  or 
rather  a  confederated  body  of  feveral  nations  or 
tribes  of  Germans,  obferved  the  fame  gavelling 
cuftom  according  to  an  exadt  equality  of  (hares. 
Thus  the  four  fons  of  Clovis  or  Clodovic,  the 
founder  of  the  French  monarchy  as  it  was  after- 
wards called,  divided  between  them  their  father's 
dominions  in  (hares  exactly  equal  according  to 
Gregory  of  Tours  and  Agathias,  whofe.  words  are 
cited  in  the  margin  J.  And  when  two  of  thefc 
four  fons  had  moil  inhumanly  murdered  their 
brother  Clodomir's  two  fons,  in  vindication  as  I 
always  apprehended  of  the  law  of  fenior  fuc- 
cdTion,  becaufe  they  had  been  informed  that  their 

mother 

X  Defundo  tgitur  ClodoveA  Regc»  qnatuor  filli  ejus,  id 
eft,  Theodoricuti  Clodomerit,  Chiidebertus,  atque  Clott- 
chariut  regnum  ems  accipiunt,  atque  inter  fe  a^ud  lanct 
dividunt.    Greg.  Tur.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 

Chiidebertus  quidem  et  Lotharius,  prxterea  vero  Theo* 
doricus  et  Clotomerus  germant  fratres  fuerantK^hi  morcuo 
patre  Clotoveo  in  quatuor  partes  Regnum  partiti  fecundum 
^rbes  et  populos»  ita  ut  sequas  finguli  partes  acctperent. 
Agathias  de  rebus  Juftinianii  lib.  1 . 
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molherGlotikta  was  reftjyed  to  er^tjicoae^  t We 
two  young  boys,  her  graodfonsi  in  their  father's 
iMi^dom ;  the  three  furviving  brothers  divided 
tb^i^ingdom  of  the^  deceafed  Clodomir  in  three 
equal  part^  between  tJicfp,.or  raicher  renewed  and 
^on&med  th^  partition,  which  they  had  made  of 
k  before  the:  perpetration  of  the  faid  horrid  mur- 
der, afid  immediately  after  the  faid  Clpdomir's 
detatb,  according  to  the  author  of  the  receot 
rftednologicaJ  abridgment  of  the  hiftaryr  of 
France,  at  the  year  $$3^  See  alfo  AbbeJ)ubo^ 
Etalbif.  de  la  Monarchic  France,  vol.  iii.  r.  450, 
Htc.  Thx\s  alfo  the  two  furviving  fon^  of  Clevis, 
Clodomirus  and  Clotarius,  and  their  nephew  Tb^ 
odebertus,  fon  of  Thodoric,  divided  equally  be- 
tween them  the  whole  kingdom  of  Burgundy 
aficer  the  defeat  and  death  ot  its  king  Gondcmar) 
an.  534.  In  a  word,  the  fame  cuftond  of  gavel- 
ling  the  dominions  of  the  French  crown,  is  well 
known  to  have  been  eonftantly  obfervcd  among 
the  male  offspring  of  the  royal  family,  during 
the  firft  and  fccond  race  of  the  kings  of  France. 

Now  to  give  further  proofs  of  the  anti<|uity  of 
this  cuftom  of  male-gavel  kind,  as  it  hath  been 
iu>w  explained,  and  (hew  at  the  fame  time  how 
tmiverfal,  or  at  leaft  how  common  to  various 
ancient  nations  it  has  been  in  all  times,  till  within 
a  few  ages  before  our  own  days ;  to  what  I  have 
already  remarked  of  its  having  been  obfervcd  by 
the  oU  patriarchs  of  the  race  of  Shem,  I  (hall  add 
in  the  firft  place,  that  Lycurgus  whofe  wifdom  in 
inftttutinghis  laws,  without  doubt,  was  improved 
and  conducted  by  the  example  of  other  nations, 
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enforced  the  fame  cuftom  in  the  Lacedsmonkn 
dates,  by  dividing  all  the  lands  of  Laconia  into 
thirty  thoufand  equal  (hares,  and  thofe  of  Sparta 
into  nine  thoufand,  among  fo  many  different  fa- 
milies V  fo  that  each  and  every  family  were  all  6f 
qual  property  and  power,  agreeable  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  German  maxim  abovcrcited,  ne  potms  uIU 
forei.  From  the  Lacedaembniails  doubriefs  it  was, 
tliat  the  Romans  borrowed  the  fame  law  of  di- 
viding the  patrimonial  eft  ate  in  lands  among  all 
the  male  children,  together  with  the  other  la  W5  of 
the  twelve  tables.  And  as  to  the  Gauls  and 
Cclts^  that  they  alfo  obferved  the  fame-  cuftgra 
in  all  times,  I  think  may  very  rationally  be  in- 
ferred from  the  pradtice  of  the  Britons  or  Welfli, 
who,  being  their  defbeiidaltts,  :muft  have  derived 
that  ciiflom  from  them,  which  they  always  fol- 
lowed tilt  the  34.th  and  35th  year  of  Hertry  VIII, 
who  then  abolilhed  that  ancieht  law  of  tha  Britons, 
and  enacted  that  all  the  lands  in  Wales  Qiould  be 
defcendaHc  to  the  direft  heir  alone,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  the  modern  cortimlon  law  of  feng- 
land. 

This  general  proof  of  the  obfervande  of  the 
gavelling  cuftom  by  the  ancient  Gadl^'andCblte, 
as  founded  upon  the  praft tceof  their  defcendants 
the  Britons,  is  diredtly  and  exprefsly  confirmed 
by  Gregpry  of  Tours,  who  upon  mentioning  an 
edift  of  Child€bert,:tbe  fecond  foa^of-Sigibort 
hiftg  of  Auftfafia,  to  tlM/ye^r  575,  iMkfrtt  th^t 
it  tetfded  to  facilitate  the  cblleftiog  of  the  i;egal 
cenfe'  or  iil^al  revenue^f  as  they  weroanckcltlyaf* 
feffed  iipoh  the  diffcrtnt  denominations  of  lahds, 
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by  removing  the  difficulties  and  delays  which 
attended  fuch  coUedions,  all  arifing  from  the 
divifions  and  fubdivifions  that  had  been  made 
between  the  male  coheirs  of  the  (ingle  original 
properties,  upon  which  the  particular  refpeftive 
fums  recorded  in  the  rolls  of  the  Imperial  finances 
were  primitively  affcffed  and  levied  J ;  this  is  an 
evident  proof  of  the  male  gavelling  cuftom  being 
anciently  obferved  among  the  Gauls ;  and  as  to 
the  Franks,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  been 
followed  by  them  at  all  times,  as  it  was  by  all  the 
other  German  nations,  and  even  by  their  kings 
with  regard  to  the  dominions  of  the  crown.  I  have 
already  remarked,  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  always 
fcrupuloufly  obferved  it  in  common  with  all  the 
people  of  their  mother  country  :  and  our  modern 
Englilh  writers  take  notice,  that  it  is  dill  retained 
in  full  force  in  the  greatcft  part  of  Kent,  and 
in  other  places  of  lefs  note,  fuch  as  Urchenficld 
in  Hercfcrdlhire.    Now  the  reader  is  to  judge  if 
I  have  faid  enough  in  vindication  of  this  old  cuf- 
tom to  give  fufficient  confufion  to  our  good 
Englilh   lawyer  Sir    |ohn  Davis,  who  takes  fo 
much  pains  to  represent  it  as  a  barbarous  and 
pernicious  cuftom,  and  ieems  to  think,  as  if  it 
ad  been  peculiar  to  the  old  Irifh  alone. 

Before 

X  Multum  enim  jam  exad^bres  hujtts  tribuli  fpoliati  erant 
CO  cpnod  per  longum  tempus  tt  fuccedestium  generationes 
et  divifis  in  muhat  partes  ipfis  polTeflionibas  coUigi  riz  po- 
terat  hoc  tributum,  quod^  hie  Deo  infpirante  ita  pnecepit 
'  emendari,  ut  quod  fuper  hzc  fifco  deberentar,  nee  exz&o- 
rem  daotna  percuterenc,  nee  coltorem  tarditas  aliqaa  dc 
officio  revQ^aret.    Greg.  Tur.  Hift.  lib.  i  o.  cap.-  7 » 
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Before  I  have  done  with  this  fubje£t  I  maft 
remark  concerning  the  above  Irilh  gavels,  firft, 
that  the  Seniors  or  Chiefs  of  fiamilies  generally 
obferved  the  natural  and  equitable  rule  of  exa^ 
equality  in  the  (hares  or  partitions  they  made  be- 
tween th^  males  of  each  family :  of  which  we  fee 
very  pcrfife^  examples  in  the  preceding  gavels  of 
Cuanagh  and  Carrigoginniol ;  fecond,  that  the 
natural  Tons  had  tl^tr  equal  (hares,  as  well  as  thofe    • 
who  were  born  in  lawful  wedlock  v  a  maxim, 
which  was  likcwife  obferved  by  the  Franks,  inaf- 
much  as  Theodoric  or  Thiery  the  eldcft  fon  of 
Cbvis  had  an  equal  (hare  of  the  regal  dominions 
with  the  reft  of  his  brothers,  though  it  is  allowed 
that  his  mother  was  onf y  a  concubine ;  a  drcum- 
ilance  which  proves  that  thiscuftom  was  groundtd 
upon  the  patriarchal  and  primitive  law  of  nature^ 
and  derived  from  an  origin  of  a  more  ancient 
e{Ubli(hmcnt  than  the  laws  of  Chriftian  princes, 
by  which  baftards  are  excluded  from  all  landed 
inheritance.  Agreeably  to  the  primitivelaw  Jacob's 
children  by  the  handmaids  of  his  wives  Leah  and 
Rachel,   are  ranked  amcmgft  the  heads  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael  upon  a  level  with  the 
children  of  his  faid  wives  folemnly  married  ;  and 
their  defccndants  enjoyM  their  (hares  of  the 
land  of  promife,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  other 
children  of  that  patriarch  ;  third,  it  is  remark- 
able, that  it  was  generally  the  fenior  or  eldeft  of 
the  family,  and  not  the  diredt  heir  in  lineal  defcent 
firom  the  common  ftock,  who  was  qualified  to 
make  this  equal  divifion  between  the  males  of  his 
family.     Of  this  we  fee  a  Ilton§  inftance  in  the 
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jEiboTe  Cuanagh  gavel,  which  is  made  by  Conor 
More  O'Brien,  whafe  coufm  german  Turlogbfon 
Y)f  Teige-an-Chomhraic,  was  thedircft  heir  v  thia 
'Teige  being  the  elder  brother  of  Mortogh  the 
-fether  of  Conor  Nforc,  who,  notwithftanding,  l^ 
the  right  of  fcniority  was  then  the  chief  of  the 
family,  and  folely  qiialified  to  make,  the  gavel  i 
:fburth,  it  is  fpecially  to  be  obferved,  that  though 
•  ^his  chief  or  fenior  iftihla  himfelf  in  the  partitioB, 
tto  a  bare  equality  of  Ihare  with  every  other  male 
of 'the  family ;  yet  he  refervesthe  chief  property 
of  the  eftate,  as  vefted-  in  himfelf  during  his  life, 
by  fubjediqg  the  other  (hares  to  a  chief  rent, 
iWhkb,  though  very  light  and  inconfiderable,  was, 
•fiotwithftandingy  a  f^afficient  proof  and  mark  of 
itheir  \mns  dependent  of  him,  as  principal  pro- 
,  piietor.  In  a  word, ;  the  equality  of  ihflires  fcewed 
tavexy  real^c^mmunity  of  goods,  and  necefi&irics 
,o£ilife  between  the  different  members  of  the  &- 
iJEriily ;  andv  the  referve  xjf  tomt  mark  of  chifcf 
eWxxU  \  both  fedttcd:  the  refpefk'  due  to  the  fenioft 
laod  dealatcd/.theiabfolutc  property. of  the  whole 
-fljbftance jiiid):cftate. to  be  veftcd .in  him  aloti*-, 
eaadj  hence  it  is  evidecjt,  thatiwhatJStiabo  applies 
rtQ^  another .^reat. ancient  natbn  i(t6£  Which!  hcre- 
oafter)  w^S:.as  naturally  apd  pro|»riy.  ^applicable 
^t^^elrifliiafprmer  times.  Jliii^nanifipcrfami- 
. )jasf cpmmunia. habent, , fed  is{imperat tX^rmtmt^ 
i^/mor  eft.  n  Straba  de  Iberis  Afiaticis. 
.  ,:It  is;  finally  td  bcjobfcrved,  thatas  the  refcrvc 
4,of;:f?hief  rent  upon  the^  gavelled. lands,  .not  only 
i:^bU(hed  the  fway  and  influenceiof:  the.  chief  or 

^ibead  of:  .the  f s^yf o ver  all  the  i  imetobcrs,  of  the 
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.  tribe,  and  likcwife  fecarcd  a  rfeveflioii  of  the  (xAl 
property  and  poffcflSon  of  the  fiiid  gavel  lands  un* 
totbefaiddiicf,  when  the  j^ftual  tenants  cither 
forfeited,  or  died  without  iffuei  fa  this  arlci^nt 
g^ellingcaftom  of  our  retndte' artceftorsi.  Was 
not,  and  could  hot  in  thofe  days,  be  attended 
with  any  confequences,  as  deftruitive  of  the  (pitw- 
dour  of  a  family,  as  it  muft  be  in  our  days.    In 
ancient  times,  the  dignity  of  a  chief  and  members 
of  a  family,  did  riot  depend  upon  pecuniary  re- 
venues, hut  confifted,  with  regard  to  the  chief, 
in  his  influence  and  power  ov&r  a  numerous  tribCf 
in  the  quantity  and  affluence  of  their  fupplierof 
provifion  of  all  forts  to  fuppoit  his  hottfliold,  and 
in  themirrfbef  of  fighting  men  they  could  fumifli 
him  to  vindicaite  his  right,  or  his  quarrels  with 
hisncfigbbburing  terds;  and  witji  regard  to  fe 
fplcndodrofth<i  tribe  in  general,  it  confifted  !h 
their  ntirnb^rs,  as  well  as  in  their  capacity  arid 
rafetnsof  ftirhilhhig  their  fartily- chief  with  thofi^ 
different  fuppK^. ' 

In  a  wdrd,  iM  gavd-kirhf  cuftoito,  aii  it  waSs 
*fierved  bytfurjificiftors,  whethe^  IriCh,  BntHW, 
Afigb-Sait6n^  of  Franco^Norrhans,  was  in  thtk 
lito*p6rftiaiy  i^oncileablt  wfth  all  the  natural 
t%nciesctf'  thtftate  and  dignity  of  any  chief- 
tiift,  were  he  even  a  foverrfgn  prince ;  and  why 
<K)l  ?  fincc  it  wtts  matiifeffly  grotihded  upon  t'fie 
jawof  nattirt  ahd  reafon,  th^  Ia\^  6f  diftribtrtii^e 
j«ftice  and  equity  \  atW  adapted  to  limes  aiid 
jSrcnmftan^ei  of  ]^olitical  government,  in  Which 
HcouMnot  bri  produdive  of  any  confequejiccis 
prejudicial  tc^hcr  public  or  prtvitb  deconoriiy ; 
T  it 
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it  fccurcd  at  the  fame  time  thdr  rcfpeftive  birth- 
rights not  only  to  the  eldeft,  but  alfo  to  the 
younger  brothers  or  members  of  the  family,  far 
from  ever  qualifying  the  younger  in  anycafual 
circumftancc,  to  deprive  the  firft  born  of  the  na- 
tural rights  and  privileges  attached  to  his  birth- 
rank. 

S    E    C    T.      U. 

Of  fbe  Tani/lry-lawy  or^miftic  manner  of  fucceffm 
among  tbe  ancient  Irijb. 

1  ANISTRY,  among  thelrilh  of  very  old  date, 
was  a  law  of  fucceflion,  whether  to  regal  power 
or  any  princely  dignity,  to  which  landed  proper- 
ty was  annexed  ;  whereby,  according  to  its  pri- 
initive  nature  and  infiitution,   the  oldeft  male 
among  the  near  kinfmen  pf  the  laft  ruKng  prince 
(legally  fucceeding)  and  of  the  fame  name  and 
ftock,  was  oonftitutionally  to  fuccced  him  by  the 
light  of  fenionty,  unlcfsfome  natural  or  acciden- 
tal infirmity  had  rendered  him  manifeftly  inca- 
.'pablcoiu  gpvcming.     I  have  faid,  aj:cordingto 
itii;  primitive  nature  and  inftitution,  becaufel  am 
^well  convinced,  and  it  appears  but  too  abundant- 
ly by  all  our  hiftorical  accounts,  that  with  regard 
Jto 'the  general  obf(?rvancc  of  .that  law,  in  proccfs 
pf  time,  the  jjsaloilfies  of  ambitious  princes  of  the 
Tame  blood    whofe    fucceflion  was  occafionaDy 
^i)oftponed,   have  frequently  raifed  factions  and 
p^fties  in  the  ftate,  whereby  tiimultuous  elcdions 
'and  illegal  inaugurations  were  gradually  intro- 
'   '  * "    '  ^  '  duccd, 
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duced,  and  the  fenior  prince,  or  chief,  fome- 
times  laid  a  fide,  if  not.worfe  ufed,  in  prejudice  of 
his  right  of  feniority,  which  made  him  the  natu-  . 
ral,  the  hereditary  arid  the  conllilutional  heir  and 
fuccelTor. 

But  that  the  original  intent  and  inflitution  of 
this  (late  law  of  regal  fucceifion,  Vi^as  fuch  as  I 
have  now  explained  it ;  and  that  no  election  did 
primitively  interfere,  nor  could  naturally  be  in- 
tended to  interfere  in  a  fucceffion,  which  was 
pointed  out  by  the  very  courfe  of  nature,  until 
it  was  unnaturally  introduced  by  ufurpation  and 
faaionj  that  fuch  I  fay  was  the  real  primitive  in- 
ftitution  and  pradice  of  this  law,  I  hope  the  im- 
partial reader  will  not  judge  me  ill-grounded  to 
think,  when  I  have  laid  before  him,  not  only  the 
example  of  other  ancient  and  flouriflling  nations, 
who  inftituted  and  obferved  a  parallel  law  of  re- 
g^l  fucceflion,  by  the  fole  right  of  feniority  and 
blood,  without  the  leaft  interventionof  an  eledtion ; 
but  alfo  other  plain  arguments  grounded  upon  the 
law  of  nature,  and  the  reafon  of  things,  as  well 
as  upon  the  principles  of  found  politics. 

Mean  time,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  word  Ta-  ^ 

niftry,  by  which  Engllfh  writers  have  exprefled 
this  lri(h  law  of  fovereign  fucceflion,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  Sir  James  Ware  thinks  it  derived 
from  the  Saxon  Thanes,  who  were  officers  of  fu- 
pcrior  rank  among  the  Anglo-Saxons.  It  >WR 
much  more  natural  to  have  derived  it  from  the 
Irilh  word  Tanaifte,  which  was  the  diftinguifliing 
appellative  and  title  of  the  fenior  and  prefumptive 
fucceflbr  in  every  princely  family.  But  to  under- 
T  a  fttirf 
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ftand  the  true  origin  of  the  derivative  word  Ta- 
niftry,  that  of  its  immediate  root  Tanaifte  muft 
certainly  be  ihveftigated  and  explained.  To  de- 
rive this  honourable  word  Tanaifte,  as  Mr. 
0*Flaherty  does,  from  the  Irifli  name  of  the  an- 
nular finger,  called  mcur  tanaifte,  feems  to  be 
the  fame  as  deriving  it  from  its  very  derivative, 
which  would  be  fuch  a  hyfteron-proteron,  as  de- 
riving the  caufe  from  its  own  efFcd  ;  it  may  feem 
much  more  natural  to  think  that  fuch  an  obje£t 
as  a  finger  fliould  rather  borro>^  its  diftindtive 
name  from  the  word  which  exprefled  the  title  and 
quality  of  the  fecond  perfonagc  6f  the  whole  ftate  • 
becaufe  as  the  Tanift  was  the  next  in  rank  and 
.  power,  as  well  as  in  right  of  fucceflion  to  the 
reigning  prince,  ib  the  annular  finger  is  the  next 
infoe  and  place  to  the  middle  finger. 

But  whether  the.Irilh  perfonages  called  Ta- 
nifts  derived  their  name  from  the  vulgar  appella- 
tive of  the  annular  finger,  or  rather,  vice  verfa, 
we  arc  ftillto  feek  for  the  original  meaninjg  of  the 
word  Tanift,  and  confequendy  that  of  iis  deri- 
vative Taniftry  ;  a  literary  kind  of  dilquifition 
J  fliould  be  ill  difpofecl  to  trouble  the  reader  or 
myfelf  with,  but  that  I  think  it  may  be  of  fome 
X^t  towards  difcovertng  the  origin  and  antiquity, 
4IS.  welUs  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  power  and 
.privileges  which  were  vefted  in  the  ancient  Ta- 
wfts; 

If  Mr.  OTlaberty^  who  appears  indeed  to 
iiBve  been  well  Acilled  in  the  Irifh  language,  had 
tskea  notice  of  the  old  Irifti  or  Celto-Ibernian 
madd  Tkn  or  T&in,  aqd  its  meaning,  he  might 
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cafily  have  perceived  it  to  be  the  natural  and  idenr. 
tic  root  of  the  word  Tanaifte  or  Tanii|.  This 
radical  word  Tan  is  to  be  feen  in  our  ancient  Irifli 
raanufcri]:^  (<?),  fignifybg  a  region,  country,  oc 
province  ;  as  alfo  its  derivative  T&nas  (p),  domi^ 
nion,  fovereignty,  governipcnt,  &c.  from  which 
root  the  word  Tanaifte  is  plainly  and  naturally 
derived,  to  exprefs  the  quality  of  the  perfon  wbo 
isvcftcd  with  that  fovereign  power  and  goy^rn** 
Hicnt  over  fuch  a  region  or  province ;  fo  that  tfcia 
word  Tanaifte  fignified  in  the  Celtic  language 
nearly  the  fame  thing  as  Dynafta  did  i&  the 
Greek.  And  if  the  Greek  word  Dunaftfes,  was 
not  formed  upon  the  Celtic  word  Tanaifte,  and 
derived  from  the  fame  root  Tan  or  Tain  (the 
letters  T  and  D  being  naturally  commutablc,  and 
formerly  ufcd  indifferently  in  feveral  laDg4ia^> 
I  (hould  think  it  not^  more  naturally  derivable 
from  the  verb  dunamai,  fo  as  to  fignify  lileraUy 
a  potentate,  than  from  dun,  another  Cckic  word,. 
which  fignified  a  fortified  town,  that  was  the 
centre  and  capital  of  a  fingle  nation  or  tribe  of 
people.  And  this  derivation  may  fcem  the  more 
natural,  not  only  as  Dunaftes  was  not  meant  by 
the  Greeks  to  fignify  a  powerful  kingormonari!:!^ 
but  alfo  any  potentate,  as  in  ancient  times,  every 
town  and  tribe  had  a  particular  king  or  fovere^. 
Of  this  we  have  many  inftances  in  the  fecond  book: 
of  Homer's  Iliad  ;  and  that  this  cuftom  was  uni- 

verfal 

(•)  Amongft  other  old  manufcripts,  the  anf  icnt  gcogra- 

Tuilfe,fea£iarEirinnOig,  fiic.     ,       -^p     .      -^^  * 

{f)   Vid.  Lfiujrd's  Diaiionanr,   ap  ihc  word  TalinaSs 

which  he  eiplains  by  Taaaiftcas;  V  •         rrwj 
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vcrfal  in  the  primitive  times,  particularly  among 
the  Afiatics  as  well  as  the  Greeks,  we  have  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  to  conclude  from  the  facred  hifto- 
ry  of  Jo(hua*s  conquefts  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
where  every  city  had  its  own  king,  as  is  parti- 
cularly fet  forth  in  Joih.  c.  lo.  1 1.  12.  where  we 
fee  a  multitude  of  thofe  kings  enumerated  toge- 
ther with  their  refpcAive  cities  or  kingdoms^ 
Nor  am  I  far  from  being  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  word  Tyrannus,  for  which  the  Lexicon-writ- 
ers alTign  no  theme  or  root,  may  have  had  it  in 
the  Celtic,  particularly  in  the  word  Tir,  which 
in  the  Celto-Ibernian  language  fignifies  a  large 
•  country  or  tradt  of  land,  comprehending  feveral 
towns,  regions  and  diftridls ;  fo  that  Tyrannus 
was  the  fupreme  king  or  monarch  of  the  whole, 
and  a  word  which  was  originally  taken  in  a  fa- 
vourable fenfe,  until  the  Tanifts  or  Dynafts,  who 
were  brought  under  his  fway,  and  could  not  be 
reconciled  with  fubordination,  gave  that  title  the 
odbus  fenfe  of  a  tyrant  and  ufurper.  The  Celto- 
Ibernian  word  (q)  Tierna  or  Tiearna,  which  fig- 
nifies a  fupreme  lord  or  king,  and  is  derived  from 
the  radical  word  Tir-land,  Lat.  terra,  Hifp. 
tierrn,  is  ftill  taken  in  a  favourable  fenfe  in  the 
Iiifli  language,  nay,  is  fo  far  from  having  any 
thing  odiou$ in  its  fignification,  that  they  exprefs 
the  fupreme  Lord  God  by  the  words  Tierna  Dia. 


fqj  TKc  Irifli  poets  have  put  an  afpirated  g  into  this 
word  at  the  end  of  the  firft  fyllable  for  the  fake  of  found 
and.  rhjFme,  ,a$  the  French  have  in  the  word  Seineor, 
i^hlch  is  now  written  Seigneur.  , 
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It  mail  not  be  omitted  that  it  was  plainly  upon 
this  Celtic  word  Tan  that  the  Greeks  formed 
their  Tania,  in  thefe  national  names  Mauritania^ 
Lufitania,  Turditania,  Aquitania,  Brittania,  fig* 
nifying  refpcdtivdy  the  country  of  the  Mauri,  of 
the  Lufi,  of  the  Turdi  or  Turduli,  of  the  Aqtm- 
tics,  or  Armories,  of  the  Brittsor  painted  people- 
Cambden  obferves  very  juftly,  that  Tania  figni* 
fied  a  region  or  coimtry  according  to  the  gloiTariesy 
but  feems  plainly  to  take  it  for  a  genuine  Greek 
word,  in  which  I  can't  but  think  he  was  miftaken. 
Nor  can  thofe  conjedlures  concerning  the  origin 
of  thefe  national  names  ending  in  Tania,  and  of 
the  words  Dynafta  and  Tyrannus,  be  efteemed 
merely  prefumptive,  fince  it  is  undeniable  that 
numbers  of  Greek  words  have  their  origin  in  the 
Celtic  and  other  foreign  languages.  Plato  in  his 
Cratilus  obferves  that  the  Greek  word  Cuon,  a 
dog  or  hound,  plur.Cunes  (in  Irilh  Cu,  andplur. 
Cuin,  Coin,  and  Cain,  Lat.  Canes)  and  matiy 
others,  fuch  as  Pur  fire  (Ir.  Ur.)  Hudor  water  (Ir. 
Dur.)  were  derived  from  the  Phrygians,  of  whom 
Strabo,  lib.^f.  p.  540,  fays,  that  they  were  ori- 
ginally Thracians,  and  thefe  were  anciently  of 
the  Celtic  nations*  See  preface  to  the  Iberno-Cehic 
grammar  lately  publijbed. 

But  however  it  may  be  with  the  words  Dynafta 
and  Tyrannus,  as  to  their  origin,  I  can't  hut 
think  with  fome  (hare  of  confidence,  that  the 
word  Tanaifte  or  Tanift,  is  very  plainly  and  na- 
turally derived  from  the  Celto-Iberman  root  T(^p 
or  Tain,  a  region  or  country,  and  primitively 
fignified  a  fovcrcign  governor  or  prince  of  a  region 

br 
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or  prowncf.  Thirt  the  Twifiiwl  pow«r  was 
originally  foMucign  in  tbc  raoft  jextenfivc  fenfe, 
purii  the  TftQtft  became  fiiboE<Iii>atfc  to  the 
^icQu,  the  fuprcrae  lord  pr  king,  I  t;hink  maj 
tatjHally  he  inferred  from  the  rights  and  privir 
l9ge$  ttit  Tanjlbs  nclaimd  as  intetcat  \n  Xhm? 
fthres,  ewn  after  their,  fubordination.  Qur  hif- 
toijans  iirform  us,  that  the  Tanift  was  by  fpe- 
C^  right  not  only  chief  commander  or  general  of 
the  army,  but  atfo  chief  Judge,  of  the  whole  ftate 
or  kingdom. 

Of  thofe  priw^cges  regarding  the  judiciary  as 
well  as  the  military  power  claimed  by  the  Ta- 
Difts,  the  moii  exprcflive  account  I  find  in  Iri& 
tiiftory,  16  in  the  reigu  of  Olliol-cium  kingcf 
•Wunfter,  towards  the  beginning  of  the  third  cen- 
tury according  to  our  chronologifts,  and  though 
this  is,  I  think,  the  earlieft  explication  of  this 
matter furniihed by  hiftorians,  yet  lam  perfuad- 
td  the  eftabliftimem  of  Tanifls  and  Taniftical 
cuftoms  among  the  Inih,  has  bera  of  an  artier 
date,  and  coeval  with  the  fitft  Celtic  or  Cek-lbe- 
riam  colonies,  that  fetded  in  thi^  l^ngdom.  In 
the  account  of  Olliol-olum's  rcign^  'tis  ofeferv^d, 
oitdccafion  of  his  having  exiled  Mac  Con,  adrf- 
cendant  of  Ithius  fon  of  Brcogati,  that  in  tbofe 
days  the  prmces  of  the  Ithian  family  ckim^  an 
ahemate  fuc(:e$on  with  thofe  of  the  Iberian  race, 
joS  which  OUiol-olum  was  then  the  chief;  and 
-that  when  a  prince  of  the  jat|er  branch  was  in 
iMTeffion  of  tl^  throrie,  an  Itinan  ci^imed  a  right 
to. be  Tanift  mi  chief  juc^  of  the  kingdom; 
.ittgonfequeooe  of  s^hich,prete?ifipfi  ii  is  faid  that 
: -Mac  Con  affumed  the  rank  of  Tanift,  with  its 
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annexed  right  of  judicature,  uadcr  OUid-olu©  3 
and  that  he  waspoffcfled  at  the  fame  time  of  th? 
chief  mititary  command,  appears  very  plainly 
from  wb^t  hiilorians  alledge  as  the  caufe  of  hi? 
baniflimcnt  j  they  inform  iu$,  that  011ioI-olum*B 
motive  for  bringing  this  ambitious  Tanift  to  coi^- 
d^n  puni(hment,  was  a  difcovery  he  had  made 
ofbis  having  abufed  the  influence  and  military 
PQwer  he  was  entrufted  with,  in  favouring  thie 
ambition  and  evil  defigns  of  Nemeadh  or  Nc- 
methus  fon  of  Srabhthine  an  Earnian  p-ince,  who 
bad  murdered  Conaire  the  chief  king  of  the  North 
raoiety  of  Ireland,  and  now  had  a  view  to  fucceed 
Una  on  that  throne  in  prejudice  pf  faid  Conaire's 
fona,  who  were  half  brothers  to  OUiol-olum's 
children ;  and  to  remark  it  by  the  bye,  this  king 
of  Munftcr  was  the  more  interred  in  fypprefling 
and  punifliing  this  confpiracy,  as  it  was  but  top 
plain,  that  Mac  Con*s  view  arid  expeijtation  froip 
Ac  iffue  of  it  was  to  fecure  his  fucceflion  to  th^e 
Moraonian  throne  by  the  afliftance  of  Nemethuf, 
inivejudice  of  the  rightful  heir  of  Olliol-olunj. 
But  the  cor\federacy  was  happily  diffolved  by  the 
%nal  viftory  gained  by  the  king  and  his  fons.an4 
thofe  of  Coixaire,  at  the  battle  of  Fenabhra,  ovj^r 
the  combined  forces  of  Nemethus  and  Mac  CoiJ, 
where  the  former  loft  his  life,  and  the  latter  W^ 
WQunded  and  expelled  the  kingdom  \  from  the 
circumflances  that  gave  occafion  to  this  battl^, 
and  Mac  Con  having  had  influence  enough  Xp 
feduce  and  command  a  part  of  the  Munfter  fo^:- 
ces^gainft  the  chief  fovereign  and  his^  it  appears 
very  plainly  that  this  Tanift  was  poffefled  of  the 
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right  of  bemg  chief  general  of  the  army,  as  wdl 
as  chief  judge  of  the  whole  ftate. 

For  further  evidence  of  the  right  of  military 
command,  as  well  as  the  judiciary  power  and  ci- 
vil jurifdiftion  being  claimed  and  exercifcd  by  the 
Tanifts,  I  Ihall  add,"  what  hiftorians  have  occa- 
fionally  obferved  of  the  reign  of  Fiacha  Srabh- 
thine  king  of  the  North  moiety  of  Ireland  towards 
the  end  of  the  third  century,  that  this  king  vett- 
ed his  fon  Muireach  Tireach  with  the  charge  of 
being  chief  commander  of  the  army  in  quality  of 
his  prefumptive  heir  and  fucceffor  ;  and  particu- 
larly for  this  reafon,  that  in  thofe  days  the  king 
never  expofed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  forces, 
his  life  being  of  fuch  importance  as  not  to  be  ha- 
zarded upon  the  iffue  of  a  battle.  From  this  hif- 
torical  accounjt  it  appears,  that  the  Taniftsand 
prefumptive  fucceffors  to  the  throne  were  ftill 
poffefled  of  the  right  of  chief  military  command ; 
but  by  another  hiftorical  fadi,  very  authentically 
recorded,  we  find  that  they  preferved  that  right 
even  as  late  as  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth.  Towards  the 
year  1096,  Dermod  0*Brien,  brother  and  after- 
wards fucceffor  of  Mortogh  O'Brien  king  of  all 
Ireland,  fubfcribes  to  the  eleAion  of  Malchiisfirft 
bifliop  of  Waterford  in  the  following  fiile,  Ego 
Dermod  Dux  frater  Regis  fubfcripfi ;  and  this 
charge  of  chief  commander  of  the  army,  he  ex- 
crcifed  *till  his  faid  brother's  death  in  the  year 
1110. 

But  though  the  privilege  of  being  chief  judge 
is  by  hiftorians  fo  exprefsly  afcribed  to  the  Iri/b 
Tanifts,  as  their  ancient  inherent  right,  flill  cx- 
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crcifcd  by  th?m  in  the  third  century ;  yet  I  find  no 
mention  made  of  any  particular  inftance  or  faft^ 
by  Mrbich  it  may  appear  that  they  contii^ued  in 
the  pofleifion  and  exercife  of  the  faid  right  after 
that  epoch,  notwithftandrng  the  no^v  cited  proofs 
of  their  having  poflcfled  that  of  the  military  com- 
mand fo  late  as  the  twelfth  century :  from  this 
filcnce  of  the  hiftorians  with  regard  to  any  judi- 
ciary power  being  exercifed  by  the  Irifh  Tanifts 
after  the  third  century,  I  think  I  may  probably 
infer,  that  the  Irilh  fovereigns  have  been  much 
^rlicr  than  thofe  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  in  depriv- 
ing the  Tanifts  of  fo  dangerous  a  power.     In 
the  Engli(h  hillory  we  find,  that  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Thanes  or.  Tanifts,  who  were  then  chief  gover- 
nors of  provinces,  prcferved  and  exercifed  the  ju- 
diciary power,  as  well  as  the  military  command 
until  about  the  year  896;  when  king  Alfred's 
laws  deprived  them  of  all  civil  jurifdidlion.    As 
for  the  Irifti  princes  we  are  the  better  grounded  to 
think,  that  they  aboliflied  the  judiciary  power  of 
their  Tanifts  earlier  than  the  time   of  Alfred's 
laws,  as  we  find  it  frequently  mentioned  by  their 
hiftorians,  before  that  epoch,  that  each  prince  had 
his  own  particular  judge  chofen  out  of  an  inferior 
and  dependant  family,    in  which  that  office  was 
hereditary,  and  who  had  fome  landed  properties 
afligned  them  by  their  prince  for  that  fervice  ; 
Thus,  the  Clancies  were  the  hereditary  judges  of 
the  chief  of  the  O'Briens  ;  the  Egans,  of  thtit  of 
the  Mac  Carthys,  kc. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  relatively  to  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  that  in  the  fame  manner,  as  amoh|g 
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die  Iri0i  famines,  the  fisnior  or  ekleil  prince  of 
fftch  houfe  was  by  pctmkive  right  the  Tamft  and 
prefumptive  fucceflbr  to  the  chief  r^egal  or  prince- 
ly  dignity,  and  waa  io  former  agea  veilied  in  the 
mflan  time  with  both  the  judiciary  aiki  miUtary 
power  and  jurifdi^tion  :  ib  aniong  the  /Vnglo- 
Saxona  di^ir  coldcrmcn,  (by  which  word  they 
nieant  feniorsy  were  ihofc  very  pcrfons  who  had 
the  titfe  of  Thanes^  and  we^e  govemors  of  pro- 
viocta  under  the  kings  of  that  nation^  Tefiod  at 
the  fame  tiqse  with  the  mittury  command  and 
the  civil  juiifdi^Uon,  until  king  Alfred  dieprived 
them  of  the  latter,  as  I  have  already  obfcived  ; 
and  were  in  that  mofaarch's  time  ftiled  cither 
Thanes  or  Eoldermen  indifferently. 

Nor  were  the  Anglo-Saxons  the  only  Germaoic 
people  that  aik) wed  tbofe  rights  and  privileges  to 
their  feniors ;  the  Frapfcs,  who  were  aifo  a  Ger- 
manic nation,  or  rather  a  confederated  body  of 
d^reat  German  nations,  held  their  feniors  or 
Ifenieurs,  as  they  cxpreflcd  the  word,  in  the  fame 
rank,  and  vcfted  them  with  the  very  fame  rights 
and  offices  both  civil  and  military  ;  the  reader 
may  find  ic  well  proved  by  the  learned  Adrian  de 
Valois  inhisboc^de  Geftis  Francorum,  and  af- 
ter him  more  minutely  and  correctly  by  the  late 
Abbot  Duhoa  in  his  excellent  hifiorical  work,  vol. 
4.  eh.  5.  that  among  the  Franks,  under  their  king 
Ciovis  and  his  fucceflors  of  the  Merovingian  race, 
^  chief  command  and  power  next  to  that  of 
the  fovcreign,  was  veiled  in  their  feniors  or  fe- 
niQura  (whidi  with  tbem  was  the  n6K>ft  honour- 
able, fiile  next  to  the  title  of  king)  and  were  by 
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fpecial  right  and  privilege  the  king's  principal 
officers  both  for  the  civil  adminiftratton  afid  thi 
chief  military  command  ;  and  had  a  great  (hare 
in  the  government  and  dfre^tion  oJF  ilate  affairs; 
As  alfo,  that  thofe  who  were  appointed  governora 
of  provinces  or  of  great  towns^  w6re  taken  out  of 
the  venerable  body  c^  feniors,  and  that  the  faid 
governors,  who,  during  the  peace,  had  no  con^ 
co-n  but  the  adminiilratton  of  juftice  and  civil 
affairs,  had  in  time  of  war  tl«  chief  military 
command  of  the  forces  of  their  refpedtive  pro- 
Tinces.  And  further,  that  thqfe  who  ferved  as 
their  fubalterns  in  the  civil  jurifdi£tion  at  home, 
were  the  very^perfons  who  aded  as  their  inferior 
officers  during  the  campaign;  it  is  likewife  ob- 
ferved  and  proved  by  the  fame  authors,  that 
among  thofe  fenicurs  of  the  Franks,  fortie  were 
filled  archi-fitnieurs,  of  whom  were  the  higheft 
officers  of  the  king's  court  and  palace,  and 
the  chief  governors  of  great  provinces;  thofe 
archi-fcnieurs  were  aftierwards  catted  mayors  of 
the  palace,  whereof  Ctotarius  Hid,  inftituted  one 
io  each  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  Aufira&u  Ne- 
^fia  and  Burgundy,  vefted  with  all  civil  and 
miKtary  power :  an  inditution  which  afterwards 
proved  fatal  to  his  own  family.  \ 

Of  the  fame  power  and  rank  with  thofe  French 
ardii-fenieurs  ^tvA  mayors  of  the  palace,  was  in 
dl  likelihood  that  chief  minifter  or  general  go* 
vernor,  who  among  the  Anglo-Saxons  was  (tiled 
tbeEoIderman  fm^larly  and  emirvently,  atid  whera- 
of  during  the  hiptarchy  it  feems  there  was  but 
one  in  each  kingdom,  as  I  think  majr  be  mferred 
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from  the  following  hiftorical  fadls.  Cunehard 
brother  toSig^bcrt  king  of  Wcffcx,  hairii^mar- 
dered  Kenewulf^  who  had  fuccecded  to  that  throne 
after  the  faid  Sigibert,  and  that  king's  friends 
being  refolved  to  revenge  his  death,  the  hiftory 

'  mentions,  that  Ofrick  the  Eolderman  and  Wiverth 
bis  Thane  at  the  head  of  thofe  friends  fell  upon 
Cunehard  and  his  people,  put  them  all  to  the 
'  fword,  and  killed  himfelf.  We  fee  by  thispaffage, 
that  there  was  fome  particular  Eolderman  in  that 
kingdom,  who  was  ftngularly  and  eminently  fo 
ililed,  and  that  he  had  a  Thane,  whoitfccmswas 
Jiis  lieutenant  or  fubfenior,  in  the  fame  manner, 
that  the  archi-fenieurs  of  the  Franks  had  other 
fenieurs  as  their  fubftitutes  $  the  fame  truth  ap- 
pears ftill  more  diftindlly  in  the  hiftory  of 
Egbert's  wars  againft  the  Mercians,  of  whom  it 
is  related,  that  after  tlie  death  of  their  king 
Luduan,  they  raifed  to  the  throne  Withlaf  tbcir 
Eolderman  -,  but  1  haveobferved  above,  that  after 
Egbert  had  united  all  the  heptarchy  into  one 
kingdom,  and  the  civil  power  and  jurifdiftion  of 
the  Thanes,  had  been  aboltfted  by  Alfred,  they 

^werecalkd  either. Eoldcr men  or  Tlianes  indiffe- 
rently, in  a  word,  the  archi-fenieurs  or  mayors 
of  the  palace  among  the  Franks,  and^thc  chief 
Eolderrrieriof  the  Anglo-Saxons,  (thofe  I  nnean, 
of  whofe  rank.there  was  but.ooe  in  each  kingdom 
of  the  heptarchy)  were  lex^dtly  of  the  lame  na- 

'ture  both  as  to  the  literal  fignification  of  the 
words *an4 the  import  and. extent  of  tlie power 
veiled  in  the  officers  lo  fliled.  Of  a  parallel 
nature  anc^  fignification  was  alfo  the  title  of 

...  :.     .  .   Maor- 
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Maw-mor,  orMor-mhaor,  among  the  Albaniaa 
Irifli  or  Scots,  the  word  Maor  being  the  fame  as 
Mayor,  and  Mor  Great,  the  compound  of  both 
fignifying  Grand  Major^  or  High  Steward,  as 
the  Lowland  Scots  exprcflcd  it  in  the  Saxon  lan- 
guage. The  Latin  writers  of  Anglo-Saxon  affairs 
called  their  chief  EoWcrman,  ThaniKegii,  which 
fliews  that  Thane  and  Eoldermen  were  words  of 
the  fame  meaning :  and  in  the  fame  fenfe  Bucha* 
nan  latinizes  the  title  of  High  Steward  of  Scot- 
lanp  by  the  word  Ab-Thanus ;  whence  it  follows, 
that  zi  Eolderman  is  the  fame  thing  as  felnior,  fo 
the  Arch-feniors  or  Mayors  of  the  Palace  among 
the  Franks,  the  chief  Eolderman  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  and  the  Ab-Thani  of  the  Scots,  were  all 
titles  of  a  parallel  nature  and  fignificatioil. 

To  go  on  a  little  further  with  my  enumeration 
ofthofe  nations,  wherein  the  pre-eminence  of 
rank  and  office  doe  to  Seniors  was  held  as  a  facred 
maxim,  I.  (hall  add  in  the  firft  place,  what  I  think 
may  reafonably  be  inferred  from  the  following 
paffage  in  Csefar's  commentaries,  that  the  fame 
maxim  feems  to  have  been  cohimon  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  Germanic  nations,  as  it  was  to  the 
Franks  and  Saxons.  In  Caefar's  account  of  his 
expedition  againft  the  Ufipetes  and  Tcnditheri, 
he  tells  uS,  that  thofe  nations  deputed  their  Princes 
mi  Eiders  to  his  camp  under  pretext  of  making 
their  fubmiflions  and  obtaining  favourable  terms, 
&c.  German!  frequentes  omnibus  principibus 
Majoribufque  natu  adhibitis,  ad  eum  in  caftra 
venerunt,  &c.  Com.  Lib.  4.  But  in  the  next 
place  to  produce  reafonable  grounds  for  con- 
cluding. 
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chiding,  rtiat  the  fiwnc  manm  Wat  even  unif^r* 
ially  obfetved  by  all  nationi  in  piitnttive  timet, 
ind  wbile  the  prtocipks  of  the  lawfi  6f  nature  were 
Aill  kc[^  in  view  before  they  were  either  clouded 
or  cancelled  by  the  general  corruJ)tion  of  fin ;  I 
have  only  ta  lay  down  as  a  general  pattern  of  the 
Irbole,  that  article  of  the  manner  of  the  Ifraclites, 
\ih\ch  regards  their  feni^rs  and  the  rank  and 
xefpedt  they  wefe  held  in.  As  this  particular 
article  of  the  cnltoms  of  that  ancient  nation  could 
Scarcely  be  fet  out  in  ftrotig^r  light  than  that  in 
.which  the  learned  M.  de  Flciiry  has  delivered  it, 
I  ihall  here  prefent  it  to  the  reader  in  bil  own 
words  and:  i)ieaning,  its  exaftly  as  I  caA  tra^flate 
.them  from  the  original,  in  his  excellent  wort, 
intitled  Maeurs  des  Ifraelites,  art,  24. 

*  The  feniors  or  elders  had  great  authority 
^  among  the  l&aelites,  as  they  had  anoong  sdl 

*  other  nation^  of  the  primitive  times.     In  tboft 

*  early  diys  of  the  world,  all  fdrtiof  perfonscn- 
^  truiled  with  any  power  or  aulthority,  aM  judges 

*  of  ptivate  affairis,  as  well  as  public  oounCdlors 
/  and  ms^iftrates^  were  chofen  from  among  the 

*  feniors  or  ancients  of  every  tribe  dr  nation} 

*  hence  were  farmed  in  Rome,  thef  very  apptl* 
/  ktives  of  Senaim  ct  Patres  Cottfcripti^  as  that 
.*,  great  council  Was  conapoTed  of  old  men  and 
^^  fathers  of  a  venerable  age  :  and  hence  alfo  that 
/  ^reat  veneraiion,  in  which  old  age  was  held  by 
:*  the  Romans;  a  maxim  they  derived  from  the 
/  LacedseflfK>nians.  Nothing  more  agreeable  to 
.*  theprinciples  of  the  law  of  nature,  than  pa)iing 

*  the  Wgbeft  refpedl  to  pcrfons  of  the  greateft 

*  age, 
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dge,    an^    allowing    ffaem   all  forts  of  pre- 
eminence jaxid  authority  from  a  conficjcnccjuftly 
dijc  to  their  experience,  wifdom  and  equity^  > 
Yoj^ng  pepple  are  poly  fit  for  mpycimcnt,  exer»- 
cife  and  adion,   bu^  old  age  knows  how  to 
infirud,   to  counfel,  and  to  commaQd.     The 
glory  of  yofing p^ki  fays, the  wife  nian,  Prov. 
20,  29.  is  fbeir  ftrengtb  of  body  4  but  the  d^mfjf 
of  old  men  is  their  grty  hairs.    It  fcarce  ever 
haj^ns,  that  firength  of  underftanding  inif 
prayed  by  ftudy  pan  well  fgppiv  the  place  of 
experience    and    knowledge   of  th^    worlds 
an  old  man  being  only  endowf  d  with  a  compe* 
tent  fhare  of  good  natural  fenfe,  will  h^ve  ac- 
quired knowledge  and  learning  by  ^experience 
alone.  Nothing  \ftittx  warritntedaod  afcertain*- 
ed  in  hiilory,  than  that  the  bell  governed  ftates 
ever  known  iq  the  world>  were  thofe  wherein 
die  feniors  or  old  people  had  the  principal  au^ 
thority;  and  tha^  the  reigqs  of  the  youngeft 
priaces  were  jal  ways  the  raoft  unhappy.     /SPir 
fe/p/Af  Zw/,  ^b^  hffg  is  bMfaboyy   fays  the 
wife  m^n,  EcK^lef.  10.  16.    It  is  this  fame  wofe 
apcj  fc^urge  that  Gocji  threatc;ns  the  Jews  with, 
)¥hq9  he  telfc  tifeei©  by  the  ncK>uth  ^  the  pro- 
pbet  li^as,  c.  3..  4.    73&^  be  mii  give  fbcm 
ymng  €bH4r€n  as  ibnr  princes. 
^  As  fooQ  as  the  Ifr^elites  became  qyamerpus  . 
tnough  to  foJim  a  .body  of  people,  they  wcHe 
governed  by  their  feniors  or  elders,  even  before 
ih^ir  deliyery  from  the  Egyptian  bcaidage-; 
y^hen  Mofes  went  to  Egypt  by  ,th4  order  df 
God,  with  his  affuranocs  of  itheir  fpeedy  dc- 
U  •livery. 
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livery,  he  affcrablcd  the  ciders,  who  were  thdr 

*  chiefs,  and  wrought  in  their  prefcnce  the  mira- 

*  ties,  which  were  to  be  the  proofs  of  his  divine 

*  legation,  Exod.  4,  29.  The  ancients  or  feniors 

*  of  Ifrael  were  the  perfons  who  aflembled  to 

*  honour  Jcthro  with  their  company  at  the  enter- 
^  tainment  given  him  by  Mofes,  Exod.   i8|  I2. 

*  When  God  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  coun- 

*  cil  for  Mofes  to  eafeand  alfifi  him  in  governing 

*  the  great  multitude  of  the  people  of  Ifrael ; 

*  choofe  out,  fays  the  Lord,  Num.  ii.  16.  and 
^  aflemble  before  me  feventy  perfonages  among 

*  the  old  men  of  Ifrael,  and  whom  you  know  to 
^  be  actually  the  elders  of  the  people  and  their 
^  governors  or  fuperintendants,  &c.  This 
«  (hews  that  the  elders  were  already  veiled  with 

*  authority,  and  in  the  a£tual  exercife  of  it  in  the 
^  natural  ftate  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  and  before 

*  they  received  the  law,  which  formed  them  into 

*  ^  political  body ;  and  ever  after  throughout  the 
«  whole  courfe  of  the  fcripture,  as  often  as  there 
^  is  mention  of  aflemblies  and  public  affairs,  the 
^  elders  are  always  named  in  the  firit  rank,  and 
^  fometimes  they  alone  are  mentioned  on  fuch 
^  occafions^  hence  that  expreffion  in  Pfal.  106. 
^  ^.  cxhortmg  all  perfons  to  praife  God  in  the 

*  a(&mbly  of  the  people  and  in  the/^;^  of  sic 
^  /emorsy  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  great  council  or 

*  fenate.    Such  were  the  two  bodies,  of  which 
-  ^  the  ancient  ftatcs  and  republics  were  compofed 

*  and  conftitutcd ;  the  aflembly,  which  the  Greeks 
'*  odled  Ecclefia,  and  the  Latins  Concio;  and 
^  the  fenatcor  coundlof  the  feniors  5  the  very 

*  words 
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*  words  by  which  ancient  perfons  were  cxprttttd 
^  in  different  nations  and  languages^  have  pafled 
I  into  title]}  of  dignity  j  from  the  Greek  word 
,  Prelbytero^,  is  formed  the  ecclefiaftical  title  of 
,  pricft,  and  from  the  Latin  fenior^  that  of  feig- 
« ncur»  We  may  judge  of  the  age  required 
I  among  the  Hebrews  to  be  admitted  into  the 

*  rank  of  feniors  by  that  which  thofe  favourites 
*of  Roboam,  whofe  counfel  he  followed^  mull 

*  have  attained  to  at  the  time  they  were  (liled 

*  young  men ;  ii.  Paralip*  cap.  x.  v.  10,  1 1.  It 
'  is  mentioned  on  that  occafion,  that  they  had 

*  been  bred  up  with  Roboam  from  his  infancy^ 

*  whence  we  may  fuppofe  them  not  lefs  than 

*  forty  years  old,  which  was  Roboam^s  age  at 

*  that  time/    ii.  Paralip.  cap.  iz.  v.  13^ 

To  M.  de  Fleury*s  remark  that  thd  Latin 
woffl  fenior  has  pafled  into  a  tide  of  dignity^  fuch 
as  feigneur  in  the  French  language,  in  Engltfli 
fignifying  lord^  I  fliall  add  that  the  appetlittion  of 
fenhr  has  been  at  all  times  and  ftill  continiies  to 
be  the  principal  title  of  honour  and  dignity  of 
atmoft  ail  the  kings  and  fovereign  princes  of  the 
Huropeaii  or  Celtic  nations  •  the  Sennor  of  the 
Spaniardis,  the  Sighore  of  the  Italians,  the  Sire  of 
the  French,  the  Sir  and  Sire  of  the  Englilh,  and 
even  the  Signior  in  that  ilile  of  Grand  Signior, 
appropriated  to  the  Grand  Turk,  are  all  but  fo 
rtlany  dialedtic  variations  of  the  word  Senior  ac- 
cording to  the  different  languages  of  thofe  Euro- 
pean kingdoms;  as  to  the  title  of  Roy,  Rey, 
Regc,  Koning  and  King,  &tC;  in  France,  Spain, 
ftaly,  Germany,  England,  &c.  rcfpcdkively,  it  di- 
U  a  reftly 
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rc£kly  regards  the  office  ^ikI  power  of  a  foverdga, 
asheislupfcme  ruler  and  commander,  which  is 
thelitcralmeaning  of  that  word,  however  diflfer- 
ently  expreffed  in  different  languages :  but  when 
any  of  thofe  fovereigns  of  Europe  are  perfonaily 
addrcffed  orfpoken  to,  they  are  always  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Senior,  according  as  that  word 
isvarioufly  uttered  in  the  different  dialefts  of  the 
European  nations. 

I  (hall  further  obfervc,  that  the  fole  appellative 
of  Senior  was  ufed  not  qnly  as  a  title  and  ffile  of 
regal  honour  and  dignity,  but  ferved  alfo  in  former 
times  to  exprefs  the  very  office  and  power  of 
fovcreigns ;  fothat  the  word  Senior  was  particu- 
larly «nd  flridtly  appropriated  to  mean  a  ifovereign 
ruler  or  cornmandeTi  That  this  affertion  is  far  from 
being  dcftituto  of  grounds,  I  prefume  may  fuffi- 
ciendycaf^^^rto  the  reader  by  the  following  hif- 
torical  paflagcs,    John  de  Biclaro  biXhop  of  Gi- 
ronc  in  Cataltmia,  relating  the  adkiowsof  Leovi- 
gHdus  Gothic  king  of  Spain,  about  the  middle  of 
the  fourth  century,  mentions  in  his  chronicle,  p. 
60,  that  this  monarch  invaded  the  highlands  of 
Arragoo,  where  he  vanquilhed  and  led  away  into 
captivity   Afjridius  the  Senior  of  th^t  country, 
together  with  his  wife  and  children ;  et  Afpidium 
terr»  Scniorem  cum  uxeor  et  filiiscaptivos  ducit, 
&C.    In  the  $£ks  of  a  council  held  uader  Thaf- 
fillo  duke  of  Bavaria^  in  the  time  of  Oiarlemagne 
and  towards  the' middle  of  the  eighth  century,  it 
is  decreed  that  all  thofe  who  for  the  future  may 
be  iicnt  as  deputies  to  the  general  affenJbly,  muft 
give  a  ftridk  account  of  their  place  of  abode,  and 
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Vfho  the  Seniors  are  of  their  refpeftive  countries, 
habeant  obftnfte  quaefitutn  ex  quo  loco  fmt,  et 
qui  fint  Seniores  eorum.  Stepbsnus  Stephanius  in 
his  notes  on  that  place  of  the  tenth  book  of  Saxo- 
Granunaticus  where  be  mentions  the  Senior  of 
Sialandia,  cites  other  hiftorical  inftances  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  concludes  that  the  word  Senior 
fignified  in  thofe  days  a  fovereign  lord  or  prince, 
or  any  perfon  who  ruled  with  fuprcme  power  • 
Senbr  eft  dominus  aut  princeps,  vei  qui  alioquin 
'  fumma  turn  potcftate  prseeft,  quemadmodum  Hi- 
fpaniseft  in  ufu  fuum  Senor,  Italis  Signore,  Gallis 
Sire,  &c.      ' 

Agreeably  to  the  feme  primitive  and  natural 
ftile,  the  ancient  Irifti  always  underftood  by  the 
Celtic  word  Seanoir  the  fame  as  the  Latins  did  by 
the  word  Senior,  which  they  formed  upon  the 
•Celtic ;  and  by  that  of  Sinfior,  another  Celtic 
word  derived  from  the  fame  root  and  nearly  fyno- 
nimous  to  Senior,  the  Irilh  meant  what  the  Latins 
underftood  by  Princeps  tribusautnationis-  hence 
it  was,  that  though  the  kings  of  England,  after 
giving  themfelves  the  title  of  Lord  of  Ireland, 
allowed  that  of  -King  to  the  chief  princes  of  the 
Irifti  nation,  fuch  as  the  O'Briens,  the  O'Neils, 
the  O'Conors  and  fome  others ;  yet  thofe  princes 
did  not  hold  the  title  of  King  in  higher  efteem 
and  honour,'  than  that  of  Senior,  which  they  un- 
derftood to  be  the  fame  in  meaning  and  import. 
Itwasforthisreafon,  that,  though  we  find  O'Neil 
ftilcd  king  by  Henry  Illd,  in  a  roll  of  the  36th 
year  of  his  reign,  as  is  like  wife  0*Brien  ftiled 
king  of  Thomond  by  the  fame  Henry  in  a  roll  of 

the 
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the  6th  year  of  his  reign,  yet  O^Ncil  in  the 
addrefs  of  homage  he  makes  to  Richard  lid, 
ftiles  himfelf  by  the  title  of  Senior  alone,  infiead 
oP^Rex  or  Princeps  in  thefc  words.  Ego  Nelanua 
O'Neil  Senior^  tarn  pro  meipfo,  quam  pro  filiis  mcis 
et  tota  natione  mea,  et  parcntclis  meis,  et  pro  om- 
nibus fubditis  meis  deveniae  ligeus  homo  vcftcr, 
&c. 

Nothing  is  more  natural,  or  more  pcrfcdtly 
agreeing  with  the  maxims  of  the  primitive  times, 
than  that  the  fovereign  power  (hould  have  bccrf 
one  of  the  appurtenances  of  the  right  of  ieniodty. 
Sovereignty  in  its  pure  nature  and  original  ufe 
among  mankind  has  made  its  firil  appearance  in 
the  world  in  the  pcrfons  of  SienicHrs.  The  pa- 
ternal authority  of  fathers  of  fi^mjtiea,  over  their 
children  and  bpnd-fervants,  was  the  very  fifft 
form  of  fovereign  govenm^ent:  »  U  JicedStfi^ 
mud  have  been  in  the  infancy  pf  th^  po^-diluyiaa 
world.  This  dorneftic  fovereignty  of  fathers  or 
heads  of  private  families  continued  long  after  the 
primitive  times  in  feveral  nations,  cver^  under 
political  governments,  whether  monarchical  or  rc- 
f«bltcan  i  "Tov^ibfolute  power  of  life  and  death 
over  their  children  and  flaves  being  then  veftcd  in 
all  fathers  of  families.  Sq  it  was  under  the 
Roman  government  both  republican  ^nd  Imperial, 
and  fo  in  Greece,  with  X\\\%  diflference  of  the  let- 
ter with  regard  to  Athens  in  particular,  that  there 
indeed  the  fathers  could  not  immediately  have 
ordered  capital  paniflinient  relatively  to  their 
children,  though  they  might  as  to  their  flaves, 
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but  muft  have  previoufly  proved  them  dtfobe- 
dieat  and  incorri^ble  htforc  the  fenate  or  public 
judges.    The  fame  reftriftion  was  pot  to  the  ab- 
folate  authority  of  fathers  with  regard  to  their 
cbildreD  amongft  the  liraelites,  after  their  political 
inoarporation  and  Theocratic  government  accord* 
ing  to  the  lawa  of  Mofes"^.  And  in  thofe  early  days 
of  the  poll-diluvian  wcu-Id,  while  the  children  of 
each  particular  father  of  a  family  kept  together 
in  one  body  or  fociety,  the  firft  born  fon  enjoyed 
by  natural  right  not jonly  the  regal  pre-eminence 
8nd  power,  but  alfo  the  facerdotal  dignity  and 
funftion,  together  with  a  double  portion  of  the 
father's  fubftance  and  inheritance.  Thus  the  fcep- 
tre,  iogtthcx  with  the  pontificate,  and  a  double 
Ihare  of  the  land  of  promife,  would  have  belonged 
to  Ruben  the  eldeft  fon  of  Jacob  had  he  not  for- 
feited that  threefold  right  by  his  unnatural  crime 
of  having  defiled  his  father's  bed ;   his  double 
portion  of  the  inheritance  was  given  to  Jofeph  : 
liCvi  had  his  pricfthood,  and  his  right  of  fove- 
rcignty  was  veiled  in  Juda. 

Of  this  triple  right  belonging  to  feniority  in  the 
perfonsof  the  firft  born  fons,  and  of  chief  feiliors 
of  regal  lines,  we  find  fevcral  plain  vcftiges  in  the 
tery  Pagan  antiquities.  Virgil's  Anius  was  king 
of  Argos  and  prieft  of  Phsebusat  the  fame  time. 
Rex  Anius,  Rex  idem  hominum  Thsebique  Sacer- 
dos.  ^neid.  9.  Mercurius  Trifmcgiftus  or  ter 
maximus,  was  fo  called  (according  to  Alexander  ♦ 
ab  Alex,  in  lib.  dicrum  genialium)  becaufe  he  was 

a  great 

♦  Vid.  Fleury  Mocurs  dcs  Ifrael,  cap.  a8. 
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fr^U  phib{b]»her^  t  gtMt  kitig,  ^nd  pri«ft  ill 
at  once.  The  Rortian  c^mperors  ^€tt  alfo  high 
prieft^  or  pont'rfkes  maximi;  and  that  the  de* 
ficendants  of  Juda<  tb  whom  thfe  regal  dignity  Was 
trtnsfierrod  upon  the  forfnture  of  Rub^n^  tiever 
lofl  f^  of  that  maxiAi  df  the  prittiitive  tim^, 
according  to  which  the  pricfthood  and  the  regal 
power  were  enjoyed  both  at  onee  by  oht  afid  tha 
ianie  fenior  or  firft  bom^  appears  lit  ^in  faft  frcrth 
the  hiftory  of  the  Afmonean  race^  or  the  Ma- 
chabees,  amongft  whofn  Johannes,  Simon,  and 
Johannes  Hircanus  exercifed  both  the  foverdigti 
power,  and  the  charges  of  the  pontificate ;  and 
their  example  was  followed  even  by  fueh  of 
their  fucceffors,  as  had  been  crowned  kings,  as 
Ariitobolus  and  Alexander  Janneus.  In  Ireland 
fcveral  kings  were  alfo  bi(hops  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  particularly  Coritiac  Mad  Cuillionah  who 
was  king  of  Munfter,  and  bi(bop  of  Caihel  at  the 
end  of  the  ninth  century  and  beginning  of  the 
tenth:  and  before  him  Olcobhar  who  died  in  851, 
and  Ccanfhaola  or  Cinfetedh  who  died  in  872, 
were  both  bifliops  of  Emly  and  kings  of  Mun- 
fter. The  ecclefiaftic  eledors  and  other  fovereigns 
who  are  bifhops  in  the  German  empire,  are  ftill 
in  our  own  days  an  inftance  of  the  fame  ancient 
hiaxim. 

As  to  the  fovereign  or  regal  authority  taken 
fingly  in  itfelf,  it  is  very  plain  by  what  has  been 
already  obferved,  that  in  the  primitive  ftate  of 
mankind  it  was  both  natural  and  neceffary  to  con- 
Bder  it  as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  right  of 
Teniority;  and  accordingly  we  have  remarked, 
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tbat  [o^tK^  jJowcr  Veas  jMrimitiv^ly  enjoyed  by 
ftnieh  alone  as  their  inherent  right.  The  fame 
roaxirh  muft  have  continued  to  be  held  &cr6d 
dqring  the  firft  ages  of  the  world,  and  before  the 
great  multiplieation  bf  ftiankitid ;  and  wheii  the 
poftcrity  of  Nbah*s  three  fons  became  numerous 
enough  to  fprcad  out  into  different  tribes,  at  their 
general  fcparaction  and  difpcrfion  throughout  the 
world,  then  foifming  themfelves  into  different  na- 
tions and  political  focieties ;  the  chief  regal  dig- 
nity or  fnpreme  power  (before  the  introduftion 
of  tyrailny,  and  while  the  principles  of  the  law 
of  nature  were  kept  in  view)  muft  naturally 
have  b^n  vefted  in  the  chief  fenior  of  that  branch 
or  family  which  f6rmed  the  diredt  line,  as  dc- 
fcendiog  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  common  dock, 
and  firft  father  of  each  feparated  tribe.  As  tq 
the  diredt  hereditary  fucceflion  of  regal  power 
from  fitther  to  fon^  which  has  been  eftabjlilhed  in 
the  poftcrity  of  Qavid  in  the  tribe  of  Juda,  it 
Was  fo  ordained  in  confequence  of  the  dcfigns  of 
Providence  with  regard  to  the  temporal  defcent 
of  Chrift  from  the  regal  line  of  Juda. 

But  if  we  examine  the  courfe  of  regal  fuccef- 
fion  in  other  kingdoms  belonging  to  the  feniority 
of  Abraham,  I  mean  thofe  of  Ifrael  or  the  ten 
tribes,  and  of  Edom  or  Idume  and  of  the  progeny 
of  Efau;  we  (hall  find  that  in  the  latter  (by 
vvhat  appears  in  I.  Chron.  jCh.  l.)  a  direct  here- 
ditary fuccefTion,  far  from  being  obferved  even  in 
any  one  fingle  inftance,  feems  rather  tq  have  been 
conflitutionalty  excluded  5  nor  do  we  fee  any  rea- 
son to  doubt,  that  the  chief  feniors  of  the  de- 
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fcendants  of  Efau,  fucceeded  each  other  i^larly 
in  iheir  refpective  times,  according  to  the  above* 
defchbed  maxim  of  the  primitive  ages.  For  as 
to  a  free  eleiStion  of  the  people,  or  any  ufurpation 
carried  on  by  high  hand,  the  facrod  text  affords 
us  no  grounds  to  fuppofe,  that  either  the  one  or 
the  other  of  thofe  two  meafures  might  have  m*^ 
tervened  in  the  fucceffion  of  the  kings  of  Edom, 
nor  even  in  that  of  its  dukes ;  and  with  r^ard  to 
the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  we  fee,  tlwt  not  only  the 
particular  judgments  of  God  upon  the  different 
families  who  fucceeded  to  that  throne,  have  fre- 
quently interrupted  the  direii  hereditary  fucccfli- 
on ;  but  alfo  that  the  eledtion  of  the  people  fome- 
times  interfered  as  in  that  of  Amri  and  Tbcbni, 
I  Kings,  1 6.  and  fometimes  ufurpation,  as  in 
that  of  Baaza,  i  Kings,  15.  and  of  Zainbri,  J 
Kjngs,  16. 

For  what  regards  any  inftances  of  a  lineal  and 
hereditary  fucceffion  that  may  appear  in  the  an- 
cient monarchies  of  the  Chaldaeans  or  Babylo- 
nians, of  the  Affyrians,  of  the  Egyptians,  &c. 
as  thofe  kingdoms  were  originally  founded  upon, 
and  fubfequently  governed  by  tyrannical  mea- 
fures and  defpotic  laws  5  fo  it  is  natural  to  think, 
that  the  primitive  maxims  of  government  ground- 
ed upon  the  law  of  nature  might  not  have  been 
regarded  in  fuch  kingdoms;  and  that  every 
reigning  monarch  employed  all  his  abfolulepow^'^ 
to  fecure  the  fucceffion  for  his  fon  or  natural  bcir. 
It  is  however  far  from  being  certain,  that,  evcnm 
thofe  defpotic  kingdoms,  the  regal  fucceffion  was 
regularly  carried  on  in  a  hereditary  manner,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  order  of  lines.  For  in  the  firfl: 
place,  as  to  the  feven  Chaldaean  and  fix  Arabian 
kings,  who  were  the  neareft  fucceflbrs  of  Nimrod 
in  the  Babyionian  kingdom,  according  to  Eufe- 
biu8  and  Georgius  Syncellus,  who  mentioned 
them  not  only  upon  the  authority  of  Alexander 
.  Polyhiftor,  a  cotcmporary  of  Sylla  the  Roman 
didator,  but  aifp  upon  that  of  more  ancient 
hiftorians,  Berofus,  Abydenus,  and  ApoUodorus : 
as  to  thofe  thirteen  Babylonian  kings,  I  fay,  it  is 
far  from  being  certain,  that  either  of  the  two 
races  of  them,  fuccceded  each  other  in  the  direft 
hereditary  manner,  inafmuch^s  we  have  only  a 
fiftof  their  bare  names,  without  the  leaft  mention 
of  thdr  rdatuMi  to  each  other. 

lathe  next  place,  for  what  regards  the  Aflyrian 
monarchs,  fucceffors  of  Ninus,  who  made  the 
Babyionian  kingdom  a  part  of  his  empire  by  the 
rcdudion  of  Babylon,  whofc  lad  king  of  the 
Arabian  race,  he  took  captive  with  his  wife  and 
children,  and  afterwards  put  himfclf  to  death : 
as  to  thofe  fucceflbrs  of  Ninus,  I  fay,  though  we 
find  by  the  accounts  of  Eufebius  (doubtlefs  upon 
the  authority  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  Juftin  and 
others)  that  Ninus  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Ninias,  after  the  ufurpation  of  his  mother  Semira* 
mis,  yet  we  fee  no  further  mention  or  proof  of  a 
hereditary  fuccelEon  according  to  the  order  of 
lines  among  the  following  kings  of  that  empire 
from  Nintas  down  to  Sardanapalus,  through  a 
feries  of  fifty  one  kings  according  to  Syncellus, 
though  Eufebius  reduces  their  nuniber  to  thirty 
three,  as  Diodorus  docs  to  thirty. 

In 


Digitized 


by  Google 


9M  DISSERTATIONS   ON  THE 

In  the  lad  pl&ce,  with  regard  to  the  %yptian 
kingdoms  we  likewife  fee,  that  among  the  fevea- 
teen  kings  of  that  dynafty,  which  began  with 
Themofis  and  ended  with  Sethofis  Ramaffcs,  ac- 
xording  as  Jofephus,  lib.  i.  c.  5.  has  fet  them 
down  upon  the  authority  of  Manctho,  there  ap- 
pears no  other  inftance  of  a  fon  fucceeding  his 
father  through  the  whole '  feries  of  thofe  kings, 
but  Chebron  alone,  who  fucceeded  his  father  Thc- 
molis ;  and  as  to  the  feven  kings  of  that  dynafty, 
whidi  began  with  Sethofis  and  ended  with 
Thuoris,  we  likewife  fee  none  but  Rhampfes,  who 
fucceeded  his  father  Sethofis  ;  but  as  to  that 
dynafty  of  the  Diofpoiites  confifting  of  a  feries 
of  twelve  kings,  the  firft  of  whom  was  Nechcpfos, 
and  the  laft  Vennephes,  according  as  they  are  fet 
down  by  Syncellus*  who  alone  has  prefcrved  their 
nameis,  we  find  no  mention  even  of  one  fingle 
inftance  of  a  hereditary  fucccflion  through  their 
whole  feries.  Nor  (hould  we  indeed  expeft  to  find 
many  inftances  of  a  diredt  hereditary  fucdeflion 
among  the  kings  of  Egypt,  inafmuch  as  Diodorus 
Siculus  treating  of  the  affairs  of  that  country, 
(lib.  I.  cap.  I.)  exprefsly  aflures  us,  that  in  an- 
cient times,  ^"^  kingdoms  were  not  enjoyed  by  the 
'*  children  of  thofe  who  had  reigned,  but  by 
"  thofe  who  were  the  moft  capable  of  contribut- 
*'  ing  to  the  happy  life  of  mankind.'*  Tbefe 
doubtlcfs  were  moft  naturally,  to  be  found  among 
the  feniors,  as  being  the  bcft  experienced  in  all 
worldly  affairs  5  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  the 
author  pointed  at  that  natural  maxim  of  the 
primitive  times,  according  to  which  all  power  and 
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pre-eminence  was  vefted  in  the  perfons  of  feniors 
in  virtue  of  their  v^y  right  of  fcniority. 

I  (hould  not  have  been  fo  diflfufe  upon  a  fubjei^ 
of  fucfa  felf- evidence,  as  thofe  principles  of  the 
law  of  nature  upon  which  were  grounded  the 
now-explained  rights  and  privileges  fo  religioufly 
allowed  to  feniors  under  the  difpenfation  of  that 
law;  nor  ihould  I  have  been  fo  minute  in  availing 
myfelf  of  tfaofe  maxims  and  general  culloms  of 
the  priraitive  times,  whereby  all  power  and  pre- 
eminence was  deferred  to  their  chief  feniors  by  all 
thofe  antient  nations,  wherein  tyranny  and  de- 
fpotifm  di4  not  prevail  againft  the  moft  facred 
rights;  Ifliould  not,  I  fay,  have  enlarged  fo  am- 
ply upon  thofe  general  heads,  but  that  I  thought 
no  argument  (hould  be  ovferlodced,  that  could 
contribute  to  remove  a  prejudice,  which  I  found 
fo  deeply  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  feme  EngUfti 
writers  with  r^ard  to  the  thaniftic  law  of  r^l 
fuccdSon  amongft  the  antient  Irilh,  that  they 
feem  to  look  upon  Jt  as  a  cuftom  of  extraordinary 
fmgularity,  and  even  of  a  barbarous  and  mipoliih'^ 
cd  nature.  Sir  James  Ware,  the  raoft  candid 
indeed  of  thofe  Englifc  writers  of  Iriih  afl&irs,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  beft  inftrudted  of  what  re- 
garded our  antient  cuilpms,  confiders,  notwitfc- 
ttanding,  the  thaniftic  manner  of  government  and 
regal  fucccflion,  merely  in  its  corrupt  and  abufive 
ftate,  according  as  it  was  pradtifed  in  latter  i^ts^ 
and  particularly  after  the  eftabUftin^nt  of  the 
Englifli  colonies  in  this  ifland  under  Henry  Ild^ 
king  of  England.  This  writer  gives  us  to  un- 
derftand,  (Antiq.  Hib.  cap.  8.)  that  the  fitcceflioii 
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was  promifcuoufly  carried  on  in  every  regal  and 
princely  family  by  the  law  of  force  and  higji 
hand  amongfi  thofe  of  the  fame  name  and  blood ; 
but  generally,  as  he  acknowledges,  in  favour  of 
the  moft  defervingfeniors  of  each  particular  race^ 
••  Qpi  viribus  et  clientcla  potentior,  plerumque 
^^  fenior  et  dtgniffimilis,  ejufdem  fiinguinis  et  cog* 
**  nominis,  defundto  (principi)  fuccedebat."  And 
though  this  account  of  the  thaniftic  manner  of 
regal  fuccei&on  moil  certainly  does  not  fuit  it 
otherwife,  than  as  it  may  be  confidered  in  its  de- 
clining and  abufive  ftate,  and  according  as  it  was 
generally  carried  on  in  the  latter  unhappy  times 
of  the  Iri(h  nation ;  yet  we  fee  this  author  is 
candid  enough  to  own,  that  the  chief  fenior  was 
generally  the  perfon,  who  fucceeded  to  all  regal 
power  and  property  j:mongft  the  Irilh  even  in 
their  declining  ftatc. 

Sir  John  Davis  in  his  hiftorical  relation  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  wherein,  though  it  muft  be  con- 
feflfed  that  in  other  refpeds  he  (hews  fome  marks 
of  candour  and  juftice  towards  the  antient  Irilh,  is 
pleafed  however,  page  $6,  to  throw  very  fevere 
refledlions  upon  the  taniftic  law  of  fucceffion,  as 
he  does  in  the  fame  page  upon  the  Brehon  law  $ 
and  in  the  following  page,  fumming  up  his  ar- 
guments, and  combining  the  thaniftic  and  gavel- 
kind cuftoms  both  together,  he  forgets  his  mode- 
ration, and  betrays  at  the  fame  time  his  (hallow 
knowledge  or  rather  utter  ignorance  of  the  gene- 
ral hiftory  of  nations,  even  that  of  his  own  eoun-^ 
try,  (as  I  (hall  hereafter  (hew)  fo  far  as  to  repre^ 
fent  thofe  two  antient,  I  may  fay,  almoft  general 
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cuftoms,  as  capable  of  introducing  nothing  better 
tbenbarbarifm  and  defolation  into  every  country, 
wherein  they  fliould  happen  to  be  eftabliflied ; 
and  as  to  the  Brehon  law,  and  particularly  that 
article  of  it,  which  he  thinlcs  to  be  the  mod  fm- 
gularly  unreafonable,  and  quite  unprecedented 
all  over  the  civil  world,  I  mean  that  of  puniftiing 
homicide  only  by  fine,  I  (hall  hereafter  make  it 
appear,  that  even  the  Anglo-Saxon  nation  in  the 
meridian  of  its*  fplendour  and  good  policy,  ob- 
fcncd  or  rather  imitated  the  Brehon  law  in  that 
Ycry  article,  which  is  fo  feverely  cenfured  by  this 
Englifli  writer  5  who,  confequently,  muft  have 
been  better  acquainted  with  the  Norman  law 
which  was  forced  upon  the  Englifh  nation  by  the 
conqueror,  than  he  was  with  that  of  his  more 
andent  countrymen  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

But  as  to  the  thaniftic  cuftom  in  particular,  or 
in  oAer  words,  that  law  of  regal  and  princely  go- 
vernment, whereby  the  fucceffion  was  to  be  carried 
on  through  a  feries  of  feniors  fupplied  out  of  the 
fame  family ;  inafmuch  as  we  find  the  prejudice 
againft  it  to  be  fo  ftrong  and  general  in  the  minds 
of  the  Engliih  writers,  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf 
that  what  I  have  hitherto  advanced  in  its  favour, 
agreeably  to  the  maxims  of  the  primitive  times, 
can  be  abfc  to  remove  that  prejudice,  unlefs  I  caii 
produce  fome  particular  inftances  and  precedents 
of  a  ftate-cuftom  or  law  of  regal  fucceffion  of  a 
parallel  nature,  as  having  been  conftttutionally 
cftablilhed  and  obferved  in  other  antient  and 
floiuilhing  nations  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
Such  precedents  and  fuch  particular  illuftrationi 
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of  thofe  general  maxims  of  the  primitive  ttrms, 
which  I  have  already  explained,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
may  be  prevafent  enough  to  induce  all  impartial 
readers  to  take  no  further  notice  of  the  cenfures 
of  fuch  Englifh  writers,  as  might  have  (hewn  their 
prejodice  againft  the  law  of  regal  and  princely 
fucceflSion  among  the  antient  Iriih. 

The  firft  precedent  of  a  law  of  fucceflion  paral* 
lel  to  that  of  our  remote  anceflors,  I  (hall  look  for 
in  at  leaft  as  antient  a  nation,  aqdin  fome  ftrong 
appearance,  thai  which  was  the  very  biigioal  Hock 
ik  ibme  of  the  primitive  cqlonies  of  this  ifland ; 
I  mean  the  Scythp  *  Iberian  nation,  antiently 
fituated  between  the  Euxine  and  (>fpian  feas.  Of 
this  antient  people,  Strabo  gives  us  this  high 
socion,  **  That  their  country  is  not  only  very 
**  well  improved,  but  of  a  climate  naC4iratty  happy 
^^  for  infaabttaotts ;  for  Iberia,  iays  he^  is  fall  of 
^^  citii^  and  inhabiaiaots,  they  Uve  m  tiled  faoules, 
^  and  l»ve  ed^ioes  oi  a  curious  ftrufStare  and 
**  ftone-work ;  they  alfo  have  x:ourts  of  jojfticc 
^  and  other  puHic  butkUngs."^  And  as  «  deci- 
five  proof  of  the  riches  and  happinefs  of  all  that 
Kglion  inhabited  by  ^bem  'and  the  Soanes  tfaeif 
cbie  neighbours ;  he  further  adds,  that  tfie  very 
rivers  and  torrents  threw  out  with  their  fand  vaft 
<|uamities  of  gold  duft  and  ore,  which  ^he  people 
ftrained  through  bored  planks,  and  received  into. 
woollen  fleeces  j  from  which  praftice,  he  fays,  tlie 
fable  of  the  golden  fleece  was  invented.  The 
fame  author  informs  us,  that  the  Iberian  nation 
con&^cd  of  four  orders ;  firft,  thofe  of  the  roy^ 
race,  in  which  the  regal  fucceffion  was  kept  up ; 
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tbefecond  order  was,  that  of  the  prieiU  and 
prieftly  tribes ;  to  which,  befides  their  religious 
funftions,  belonged  alfo  the  right  of  adminifter- 
ingjuftice  in  all  difputes  of  property,  and  coht 
ccrning  limits,  and  other  public  rights  betweea 
all  neighbouring  people  5  the  third  order  includ- 
ed-both  the  military  men  and  the  agricultors, 
thofe  two  profeflions  being  thus  held  in  equal  ef- 
teetn  in  that  great  and  flouriihing  nation  ^  the 
fourth  and  lall  order  was  the  common  people, 
who  weredeftined  for  ferving  the  kings,  and  fup- 
plying  ihem  with  all  forts  of  vlftuals  and  provifi- 
ons.  Such  were  the  four  orders  of  the  antient 
Iberian  nation  ;  and  it  appears  very  plain  from 
the  general  fcope  and  contents  of  hiftory,  that  the 
Irifli  Scoto- Iberian  ft  ate  confifted  like  wife  <Sf  the 
fame  number  and  the  fame  denominations  of  dif- 
ferent orders  or  ranks  of  people,  with  the  like 
privileges  and  duties  refpedtively  attached  to  each 
rank.  I  cannot  conceive  what  grounds  Mr. 
OTlaherty  might  have  had  to  exclude,  or  rather 
fay  nothing,  in  his  account  of  the  different  or- 
ders of  the  Irifti  nation,  of  the  military  men  and 
agricultors  ;  'two  puhTic  corps,  which  were  al- 
ways held  in  particular  honour  and  efteem 
annongft  the  old  Irifh.  The  antient  and  famous 
militia  called  Fcine,  and  the  agricultors,  who 
were  diftinguiftied  by  the  appellative  of  Biadh- 
tachs,  from  their  great  hofpitality,  were  remark- 
ably lionourcd  and  privileged  in  the  antient  ftate 
ofihelrifh  nation.  * 

But  to  return  to  the  four  ranks  of  people  in  the 

Schytho-lberian  nation  in  Afia,  our  author  ob- 

ferves  of  thofe  orders  in  general,  that  in  all  their 
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idtpc&wt  fcpts  or  fartiil?cs,  they  liad  cVciry  thing 
tilit  refeardfcd  fiibftincc,  in  common  between 
iWiiii ':  but  that  tfec  ftnior  or  cldcft  had  the  adlu- 
al  jioflfeflion  and  projicrty  rf  all,  together  with 
tire  fiiprcme  power  aid  command.  Hi  omnia  per 
fittiilks  communia  habeht,  fed  is  imperat  &  rem 
tfetitt,  (qui  fenjot;  eft.  In  thcfc  laft  words  we 
have  idchtically  the  ptam,  natural,  atnd  true  fotin- 
3aiion  of  our  Stito-tbdrian  fyftem  of  the  right  of 
tWef  power  and  property,  not  only  with  regard 
td^tticuterffeptsbr  fiitiiHcS,  but  alfo  rclativcty 
f6tlife  fupr^me  power  and  princely  fucceffion  ift 
|fe!ier^l,  as  grounded  on  the  right  of  feniority. 
A^din  the  preceding  fedlion  I  have  likewlfeob- 
feiVkl,  that  the  Irifh  or  Scotp-Ibcrlan  cuftom  oiF 
Thalc-jgaVd  Was  regulated  ihall  circumffanccs, 
a^^eijabiy  to  this  fame  maxim  of  the  Schytho- 
IbiilriiEihs :  it  being  mianifeft,  that  ian  eqtial  diftri- 
butibh  of  the  f^dmily-iUbftanCe  between  all  its  dtf- 
ftrfent  members,  as  it  wasobferved  by  our  anrtf-. 
IbrSj/fo^mcd  a  very  liaiural  community  of  goods  j 
inafttiucih  as  an  equal  participation  of  the  neccf- 
lariesoflife  out  of  the  feme  riiafs  offiibftance, 
was  tquiyalenlly  the  very  fame  as  living  in  coft- 
mon.  ,  Hi  omnia  per  famifias  communia  habent ; 
While  the  reftrvirig  a  chief  rent,  always  held  the 
Woperty  veiled  in  the  gavelling  and  commanding 
fenibh  Is  imperat  6?  rm /^/,  qui  fenior  eft.  I 
hiayebeen  oiften  thinking,  that  this  (hort  paflage 
of  Striabo,  defcribihg  the  political  oeconomy  of 
the  Iberians,  may  be  the  very  original,  upon 
which  {Sir  Thomas  More  copied  and  planned  out 
his  ideil  fyftem  of  the  coniniunlty  manner  of  lir- 
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iftg  ift  hfe  tftbpia,  u^diif  thfe  dOrtitAkiid  ofthtti- 
ftlorsttf  esRiH  FarriHy  «  ,Wfei<jh  tefs  b^Stf  aft«Vtti<f s 
frfc^fnccefefoily'ifeallied  in  Paraguay,  under  ilfe 
dHtdibnoftheJtfaitt.         '     •  ;  '. 

Kdw,  eXclufiWof  WhJit  Sti'abbobftfvcs  cotf- 
^SttWngtfifcrrgiitWrcAiorify  with  regard  to  tbfe 
fupreme  Command  in  each  teip^Etivfc  fatmhf  dt 
tribe  of  tW  differt*t  oftfei^  df  thri  Ibt^iahtf,  he 
etpliirts  itld  ifeprcferits  the  la*f  of fdgil  facceffidiJ, 
andthfe  tinivirfar  fovcftiignty  of  that  riatJotfih 
fueh  a  lig^t  aSdtehioiiftTatcs  it,  tb  h4ve  beenrtioA 
iitiaiy  ot  a  paraltei  nature  <^itlk  that  of  the  ancf- 
ttit  Irifh  bi  Scbtd-'Ibtriarts,  according  to  its  ori- 
giftil  inftltutibri  aAd  mfeiit,  that  k  td  fay,  that  tfie 
rtgdl  foverei^lt'  ^  t^  *^hbl4  ftate  was  by  rrg^ 
t>^  feniority  to  h6  ill\<raya  Vetted  in  the  eldcf!  of  ill 
thcjfe  prittces  bf  the  royal  iratJi  ^lio  were  thi 
KMreft  »«  Wood  t6ihe  direift  rtprefdmatite  of  its 
ftock  j  or  What  Sa  juft  eqtiali  thfc  eld<5ft  df  the  tttfit 
kiAfmeri  hfm^tm  M^  ind  blood  (ai  t1i«  IriA 
hiltbrldnd  ^«|>r«flM  th^tnfdvc^}  6f  fk  I&ft  rti^^ 
iflgp^lAcij  wh6  lt»l  CloAfli^tfotiitly  fuc^ei^ded 
byihfc  faWifc  flght  bf  ftriiority  in*  |)ihJiml!fy-6f 
i4bd.  Butf!  «ti  ^S«A t&taB^f  bit l^^iiii  the ikvr^ 
tt^  MSteH^m  affi§Ag^  thif:i:hytU6'-Aliifi6  Ibi^ 
t\itHii  atld  that  «r  ^t  ]i\{i^  scma-mmkhi  wlfi 
{italMy  af^af  fram  th((t«y  \;<^or^(if4Stfttfo,  ^ 
crib^  f h6  jpobltd  atd  Cbiiftrttiti6A8{  H^i  df  m 
ftttr  dfdiri  bf  the  ^oi?ftler  riSatibH  ?tt  ifhft  pia«e  ifttoVfe 
^ted.  If  His  k^thbr  Ma  fd^fh,  th(^  6ul  oT  tfK 
&m  o«d<<?,.ll»t  -df  th6  royal  Utm^^  ti^d  kf«p 
w«ife  (tfbnfihatfondHy)  4)3|}diiit«ll  ^  ^cc«eS  ^  dSf^ 
Who  hd4i  AepflEtedililby  er  I^^i«M»^  )Sf  iigHk 
X  a  of 
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of  hisfeniority  and  proximity  of  blood  (alter  fcili- 
cct,  qui  aetatp  6c  propinquitatc  antcccdit)  and 
another  who  was  tp  be  chief  Judge  and  general 
commander  of  the  national  forces  (alter  qui  jura 
det  Sc  exercitum  ducat)  or  as  Gurtlerus  has  it  in 
other  vords,  Judex  alter  &  Copiarum  Dux* 
Orig.  1. 1,  c.  10.  S.  58. 

To  perceive,  with  full  convidlion,  the  exadt 
parallel  and  identity  of  nature  between  this  Ibe- 
rian law  of  regal  fuccefEon,  and  diat  of  the  old 
Irifliy  as  above  explained,  we  have  only  to  take 
notice  in  the  firft  place,  that  in  Strabo's  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  natural  qualities  or  conditions  required 
in  the  chief  king  of  the  Iberians,,  for  enjoying  the 
r^ht  of  precedency  and  pre-eminence,  he  docs 
not  mean  to  compare  his  age  with  that  of  his  (e- 
condary  colleague  alone,  but  pl»nly  gives  us  to 
underftand  in  a  fubf^uent  explication,  that  he 
muft  be  theeldeft,  the  chief  femor  of  all  the  royal 
line  or  family.  This  follows  evidently  from  what 
^  he  afterward^  fays  colledively  and  in  general,  of 
all  the  rcfpedive  families  of  the  four  different 
orders  above  defcribed,  viz.  that  in  each  fimily 
or  tribe,  he  who  is  the  fenior  and  eldeft  of  all,  en- 
joys the.  right  of  fupreme  command,  as  well  as 
the  property  and  poifeiEon  of  the  whole  mafs  of 
f}ibftance,  whofe  ufe  is  in  common  amongft  all 
the  members  of  the  fame  tribe  ;  hi  omnia  per  fa- 
milias  communia  habent,  fed  is  imperat  &  rem 
tenet,  qui  fenior  eft  :  words  which  literally  and 
manifeftly  import,  that  in  the  Iberian,  nation  the 
right  of  ail  chief  powers  and  command,  whether 
fupreme;and  umverfal  as  in  their  prime  king;  or 
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fubaltcrn  and  particular,  as  itl  the  fdiior '  bf  eadi 
tribe,  was  attached  to  their  quaSty  of  being  the 
ddcft  of  their  rcfpeitiw  families.     >,  ' 

Hence  it  ts  to  be  iirferreii  afid  libtcd  ih  tht  fc 
cond  place,  that  inafmuch  iis  the  eldtfft-  pertbft  bf 
the  royal  family  could  not  always  be  the  neareft 
in  blood,  relpcftiVely  to  the  right  line  of  the  r^* 
prefentative^  fince  his  licphew  or  ^aild-nephevr 
by  an  elder  brotfier  muft  ttatufilly  bfe  nearer,  ^i 
a  coufin  gttman,  or  another  collateral ^  may  like- 
wife  happen  to  be,  if  is  thiJrfefdfe  that  the'proo£ 
mity  of  blood  required  tn  tlfc  prime  king  of  .tha 
Iberians,  muft  be  underftood  ifi  fio  *bther  fenft 
than  comparatively  'wFth  that  ^hfcf  judge"  ^ifid 
commander^ofthe  army,  who  was  his:  fecondaty^ 
In  the  third  and  laft  place,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that 
the uniforniity  between  the -Schytho* Iberian  law 
of  regal  fucceffion  and  form  of  governiftent,  ani 
that  of  the  old  Irifh  Iberians  is  entirely  compleated 
by  the  rights  and  funftions  attributed  to  the  te- 
condary  king  of  the  former  nation,  thofe  I  mean 
ofbcing  chief  judge  and  general  commander  of 
the  army.  The  reader  muft  have  remarked,  thai 
in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  I  have  proved 
that  the  Irifh  Taiiift  was  W?ginally  vefted  with 
the  fame  double  right.  As  to  the  title  of  king 
^vcn  by  Stfabb  to  the  ehief  judge  and  general  of 
the  Iberian  nation,  it  is  vtry  plain  that  it  muft  bfc 
underftood  in  afubordinate  arid  limited  fenfe,  in- 
afmuch  as  no  other  power  or  f undtton  Is  attributed 
to  him  by  this  author,  and  cohfe^uently  none 
that  could  properly  be  efteemed  regal  and  inde- 
pcndant.    From  his  great  authority,  and  parricu- 
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teitiwy  in  fipe.fJteper  fwfr  bp  ftjA^  ^i^l^  xeg/^y 
do  cxercitu  j  and  w}mfV-^sm§H9Sr  rt>iftgifff 

light  «n«i  «9i^tf*^WSftn,  5lf  ^.|?P,f%fne4  np. 

tbifig  Wp  |hM :».;  f<;cfi«*wx  ^»ngr-  ,:]^b^.^j^,of 

ftuBCBf  being  JMJsfidffffMi  l»«V>  fPWP?»4  «^  J»f?* 
f^tii,  Jb«  i»*aMb«^ween  4iifi.  IJ><W  forfp  f)f  j^t 
il  gowjrwwn,  s»4;th«  of  ||m  f^W  :feiftf  rfPHJ 

pffrfejftioB. . 

I.  iOm  fttrther  r«tn^  «n»«^-'*9.  ipf  ^ad«  jifi9ft 

ittOtfy  wi»f  I  haY«  44ywcpd  jf>  ^^e;bcgii»i?iiftgx>f 
lri»»iehftpttaF.  m  «lfl»*.»Og,  th»t<»ep(jwfdiflg  to  the  ^rir 
1^^  iB(ftimi)pa,ofi<ne  feniofriijf^cfljoB,  palle4 
the  T»n}fti<;-Uw,it  w^s  in^o^ftwi^  with  it^  p^r 
ewe  ibfti  wiy  ete^ion  Aijpuld  hs^c  ,in\tifsfp4  ^ 
tmv'mg  a»ru§h«  fnqf^ffio^  bpwtfP  .«hc  f»»ccefr 
IprSfiSfil^X?  po'ptpd  <?ut  J^  lhe-(CO|M-fp;9^o^T 
iHifl,  ^p  hl^  Tight  »nd  titlp  <fcpfiR<je«)  whpjjgf  wx? 
ftlely  HPPR  .^^  fcnjority  aqd  prwio^jty  of  ^jjopd  ^ 
09)d  by  cpef«!%«S0f?eWiB  fJ9t^ly  :Ki4f?peijfipn^  of 
fttttfrtrjnfw  §hwc(e. apfj  elcfajon  MfbfKfW"-  ^a 
tj^QP,  in  a  w<^,  is  as  jfii;9fi6ftfat  witli  ih? 
njimre  0f  ft  fwifir-fBcoe^fipfi  perppfajate^  M^ti?p 
^me  family,  as  it  is  with  that  of  a  direC\  beredi- 
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tary  wc,  cairi^  oq  froni  ^^\ftr  to  Cpifi,  qj:  tlj(^. 
nlext  heir,  acpQT^ipg  tp  thp^r4sr  pflipic^.;  tWf 
rjgbt  and  title  ojfiijaiQrs  bqi^g  ai^  opoifefitiy  rpar^- 
cJout  by  nature,  as  well  as  th^e  of  tl^  ^ir^  of. 
lineal  heirs.    Wh?PCC  I  fppft  wpcly4e,  tl^aif  ^n- 
alrouch  as  the  faipe  paiytal  ipj^^Kp  gnd  c^^ya^^^^^ 
I  mfj^i,  A^niority  and  pro^qrr^itjf  of*  blpyd  wcrf 
required  f^s  neceflary  cqnditioqs  fof  f  lyipy^ng,  tijf 
prime  re^  (iipc^flion    iji  }^ri?,  U  iad  ^e??^^ 
q\utC  j^onfil^ent,   that  wy  «k^oa,  prppeirijPi 
fpe»yiQg,  ihpuWbave  iptfrfcrftdfo  dUt»fii«:« 
th?  iropiBrwl  croMrn  of  that  «attQ«.    filer!*  i  ^rtffe 
but  think  it  xnapificft,  that  Strabo'sexpreffioo  •  titfi 
l§tiflg  to  tb^  two  Iberian  ifAAgsi  tlup  Reges  delin 
guutiir,  19  noit  to  be  undw8o«)rt  jn  ibe  |ve|ier.ad4 
rigorpfls  feqte^,  ^§  if  th?  aufJwT  h?4  n|§a^  thjtfc 
the  appqiji^n^t  of  bojb  tbefc  kUigs  depftntM 
qualiy  uppn  a  fr^q^  Cil^Qn,  wblle  the  eonditions. 
ttet  dcterminpd  thj  right  plEone  of  the  two,  I 
me^n  thp  prime  king,  d^pfsiodj^d  folcly  upoa^ 
cotlrfeofnati^re. 

After  ai)y  if  any  further  fcr^fde  fiiould  a^fo 
frotp  tb^  word  Peliguntur  being  in  the  plwA 
number,  ap4  icon&qu^ntly  applicable  to  the  primo 
king,  as  well  f^  to  his  fecondary^  I  would  d^ira 
it  may  be  cqniidered^  that  the  fame  word  may  itl 
our  pwni^ays  be  applied  without  any  impiropri*^, 
even  to  fornix  of  thofe  Idngs  whofe  fdccc^oh  j^ 
moftftriftly  hereditary.  In  thte  ceremoniali  rf 
their  coronation  wie  find,  that  a  herald  at  arifts, 
previoufly  to  tbe  a£t  of  crowning  the  king^  IcnttH^ 
eriesoutto  the  people,  afkingif  they  choofe  tbe 
prefent  prince  for  their  fiDYcreIgn  king  ?  to  wluch 
qucftion  it  is  very  plain^  that  their  anfwer  in  die 
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affirinativc  cannot  be  lefs'cxprcflivcdf  an  clc^on, 
than  is  the  word  deliguntur  ufed  by  the  Latin 
tranflatorof  Strabo,  with  regard  to  the  fuccei&on 
df  the  Iberian  kings. 

Aninftance  hitherto  not  mentioned  might  in- 
deed have  given  the  face  of  an  eleftion  to  the  af- 
ftmbly  in  which  the  fuccelBonof  the  kings  of 
Ibtria  tnuft  have  been  carried  on  and  folemnizcd. 
Af  iht   death  of  every  principal  king  of  that 
mtHiti^  it  is  natural  to  judge  that  the  national 
^tes  aflembled  on  that  oecafion,  firft  to  exa- 
mine which  of  the  princes  of  the  royal  family  had 
the  prior  right  of  fuccecding  in  virtue  of  his  fupe- 
rior  feniority,  and  then  to  proclaim  that  prince 
*h©fe  right  was  verified  and  acknowledged .  Such 
a  public  adt  might  have  carried  fo  ftrong  an  ap- 
pearance of  an  eleiUon  as  may  very  well  juftify 
Strabo,  or  any  other  ftranger  to  fpeak  of  the  Ibe- 
rian fucceflion,  as  if  it  were  properly  eleaive. 
And  heyc  I  think  it  material  to  obferve  that  this 
circumftance  of  a  public  conventioh  for  examin- 
ing and  vcrifyii^  the  natural  right  of  the  prince^ 
V^ho  fliQuld  fuccped  in  virtue  of  his  feniority,  was 
doubtlefs  what  gave  the  firft  occafion  and  feem- 
ing  grounds  of  an  infiringement  and  alteration  of 
the  original  inftitution  and  nature  of  fenior-fuc^ 
ceflSon,  by  introducing  thofe  fadious  and  tumul- 
lusiry  ele^ions^  of  which  I  fpoke  in  the  begin- 
»ing,  and  (hall  have  further  occafion  to  fpeak 
miH-p  at  large,  where  I  iptcnd  to  treat  of  the  dif- 
iml  cpnfequences  of  the  abufes-  of  and  deviations 
from  the  original  law  of  that  form  of  government. 
In  the  mean  tin»,  if  I  can  (hew  the  reader  by  the 
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example  of  another  antient  and  powerful  nation^ 
that  the  fame  law  of  fenior-fucceffion  has  been 
obfcrved  in  a  manner  fo  ftridlly  and  exadWy  agree- 
ing with  the  defcription  I  have  given  of  the  origi- 
nal nature  and  inilitution  of  theTaniftic  law,  that 
no  room  was  left  for  any  fort  of  eleAion  even  in 
the  fainteft  appearance  ;  fuch  a  plain  and  unex* 
ceptionable  example  being  produced,  will,  I 
hope,  convince  the  reader,  that  the  fenfe  and  in- 
tent of  all  thofe  nations,  who  preferved  this  pri- 
mitive maxim  of  fenior-fucceiTion  in  the  regal 
government,  did  originally  concur  with  plain 
reafon  and  the  niaiture  of  things,  in  excluding  all 
forts  of  eledion  from  interfering  in  fuch  a  fuocef* 
fion. 

The  antient  nation  I  mean  to  point  at  for  hav- 
ing furnifheda  perfect  model  of  fenior-fucceflion, 
conflitutionally  excluding  all  forms  and  even  ap« 
pearances  of  an  9le£tion,  was  another  Schy  thiant 
but  more  properly  ^  Celto-Schythian  people  of 
great  renown.  They  were  the  firft  in  rank  as  well 
as  hiftorical  fame  of  the  five  great  bodies  or  ag- 
gregates of  different  tribes,  under  >yhofe  gcneri- 
cal  (a)  appellatives,  the  whole  German  nation  far 
and  near  ai^  it  was  then  known  to  the  Romans, 
has  been  comprehended  by  Pliny,  lib.  4.  c.  14  j 
they  were  alfo  the  very  people,  who  of  all  the 
northern  nations  were  the  firft  that  made  them- 

felves 

(41)  Germanorum  ffencra  quinque  i  Vmdili,  quorum 
pa^i  Burffuxulionef,  Verrini,  Carini,  Guttonei  i  alterum 
irenus,  Ing«vonei  >  quorum  part  Cimbri,  Tcutoni,  ac 
Caochorum  gentcft  i  proximi   autem  Rheno,  Iftcvonei  1 

Sacrum  pan  Sicambriy  Mediterran«iy  Hermioneit  quorum 
ucvl,  Hermunduri,  Chatti,  Cherufci :  quinta  pan,  Pcu- 
cinif  qui  et  Baftamc  fupra  di^ii  contermi&i  Dacis.  Pli- 
nii,  lib.  3.  c.  14. 
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pi:pyin0C8  oJT  f^^^^ia  andi  '^l^acia^  (bpie  of  thjdr 
tribes  mvtded  and  w^'^ag^d  as  wly  ^5  the  yw 
25O3J  under  the  reign  pf  Pccius^  wbofe  ^fi^y . 
they  tojtaJly  defeated,  apd  prcffcd  hir^feif  Ib^lofe 
ID  his  precipitate  rctfc^t  or  Jfat^i^  %bt,  t^t  \)f^, 
fo/ced  hinpt  ipto  ^  mor^fs,  wtiofe  waters  pyoviden* 
^ally  4c^liy5crcd  the  wcvld  of  tl^at  ira  pious  pcric- 
cutor  of  the  ^briftian  church.  I  pn^^p  iq  f  wQf^ 
to  point  at  tl^a?  nytperous  jind  w%rliHi5  wWpf 
6er<na^^cs,  w$of(p  diflfer?t^^  tribp?  pijpy  coBOjtfe- 
bcnd3  vnder  the  gcnerical  ^  dcijominations  of 
Vjndcli,  bj  Tacitus  c^Upd  V^nd^fii,  pr  Van- 
d^i,  ^nd  of  whom  the  formiM-  fays^  ths(t  the 
Burgundioncs,  the  Varrini,  the  Carini  and  the 
.  Guttonesor  Gpthi,  w?re  only  a  part  ^  the  other 
tribe?,  which  befidc  the^  four,  WP^^  WPF^ 
hcndod  wdcr^  the  fame  n^pppal  ^^tm  of  Vw#j 
Cluvcrius^fiqds  in  other  authors  tp  be  tbp  fpllow- 
ipg,  viz,  thp  Longob^rdi,  by  JPatilus  Ri*?<)9"f 
cf |le4  VipilLfor  Vindali,  tbi?  Thupngii,  tfefi  Angli, 
th?Lempviit  ptbcnvifc  called  tbeHpruji,  th«p- 
^T,  thcSidinii,  t^e  Su^rdqijii,  thf^  Eudoq^fitbc 
Cavjoneis^nd  the.  Nijitopes.  fill  thofe  fovittm 
tribes  of  the  Vandalic  nation,  thj9  leaiM^Cltt* 
yepjis  places  between  thp  VIAhIs  ftnd  ife?  0^ 
6r^lJ5f5,  ^PW^i^ds  the  border^  ftf  tl^  B^tic(€a, 
'whpre  be  puts  put  their  rcfpj9<5tivi5  fe>tNW^> 
ffona  which  feveral  of  them,  fome  earlier  than 
others,  made  emigrations  into  the  European 
Surmalia,  and  firft  fettled  towards  the  Mo^otic 
lake,  or  more  probably  on  both  fides  of  tte 
Bprifthenesj  the  Roman  writers  of  the  dcdimng 
ages  qf  the  empire,  confoijnded  tlial  tribe  P^ 
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thfim  9j}^4  <5#i,  ^itb  tK^  p^piic  fiaJIfcl  Qpte^ 

Iw^c*  ipt9  PM*^  aq4  there  poflpffc4,thpt9fe|y(5f  pf 
the  »iM?ic«t  haWli^fipnf  ^^  ^'-^  '-^^^^ 

Tlnel^tin  writerfiQl 
^fpufidcd  an4  jumi 
^ribp9  f(  the  V^nd^lip 
i^Wgfld  all  the  qipft  d 
j^kf  ni^XH:  pf  Gothi,  ^v< 
^prOftrMptl^,  a^  if  tb 
ipw  »ncr  pational  den 
jBorwt  trjbci,.  inftca4 
yfi^fk  their  j^enierical  n 
^nd  PJIny ;  at  the  far 
sbanjged  tb^  gpnerical  i 
Ipiy  fjnal^ing  U  ppculi 
][c9(l  one  particular  b 
ipalled  tl?e  Qothlc  nati 
;9nUs  ih?  Lonapbardjai 
y^bich  be  muu  have  tl 
from  Vindili  or  Vanda! 
tbi(^  a  bloody,  war  had 
Vinili  and  the  Vandali 
jlpgl  n^turq  of  the  i 
mff^mg  between  the 
'^e  would  have  exprcfl 
^:afy  by  faying,  th^i 

^^f6  a  tribe. ot  ih%  Vandali  qx  Via||i,j  bad  bcpn 
f^\  wjir  with  another  tribe  of  the  fymp  name. 

iPcrtj^in  howeycr,  and  rcm^kably  certain  it  i^t 
that  the  comrnon  and  national  narpe  of  Vandali^ 
had  been  particularly  appropriated  to  one  ceitaip 
Vody  of  the  Vandaljc  people^  vhetbpr  cpnGAioj; 

only 
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6nly  of  iL  finglc  tribe,  or  of  a  confederacy  and 
coalition  of  feveral  tribes  of  the  fame  nation. 
Cluverius  exprefsly  afiures  us,  that  it  was  a  con* 
federated  body  of  the  fame  nation,  chiefly  confift- 
fjigof  the  Suardones,  theEudofes,  the  Nuithoncs 
and  the  Sidini,  that  the  generical  name  of  Vandals 
iliras  particularly  appropriated  to  by  the  Roman 
writers  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries.  It  was 
indeed  very  natural,  that  any  confederated  body 
confiding  of  dlfFetent  tribes  of  the  Vandafic  na- 
tion, (houtd  have  aflumed  the  commofi  and  nati- 
onal name  of  Vandals,  though  every  partlcidar 
tribe  was  known  by  its  own  peculiar  and  diffinc^ 
tivc  name,  while  they  cnjoytd  their  refpcdivc 
fettlements  feparatcly  from  each  other  cither 
at  home  or  abroad  j  thys  the  Gothi,  the  Hcrlt, 
the  Burgundiones,  the  Thuririgii,  the  M^U 
were, known  only  by  their  own  refpedtivc and 
particular  names,  though  they  were  all  properly 
Vandals,  as  being  but  fo  inany  different  tribes  of 
the  fame  Vandalic  nation. 

But  whatever  might  have  htcn  the  occaficn  of 
appropriatirig  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  common 
name  of  Vandali  to  thofe  tribes  of  the  Vandalic 
people,  who  of  all  others  were  the  very  firft  that 
gave  beginning  to  the  downfall^  and  afterwards 
had  the  moft  principal  part  in  compleating  the 
utter  ruin' and  deftruftion  of  the  Roman  cmfMrc 
in  the  Weft ;  this  fingle  point  I  have  further  to 
confidcr  relatively  to  thefe  fanfife  people,  that  inaf- 
rtiucli  as  they  were  the  very  nation,  in^wWchi 
(hall  find  a  moft  perfect  model  of  fenior-fucce^ion 
in  the  conftitutlonaF  manner  above  defcribed,  ftfs 

very 
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very  natural  and  becoming,  that  I  flioukl  give  a 
fliort  Iketch  and  account  of  their  progrefs,  fince 
they  firft  invaded  the  Roman  empire,  after  pair- 
ing the  Rhine  in  the  year  406,  until  they  fettled 
in  the  imperial  province  of  Africa,  whofe  conqueft 
they  compleated  by  taking  the  town  of  Carthage 
in  439,  To  difpatch  this  account  in  the  moft  fuc- 
cindt  manner,  I  (hall  only  make  a  capital  fum*- 
mary  recital  of  the  events  relating  to  this  people 
during  their  progrefs  through  Gaul  and  Spain,  re- 
ferring the  reader  to  the  authority  of  the  Latin 
hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  fome  of  whofe  words  I 
(hall  quote  in  the  margin,  as  often  as  it  may  be 
reafonable  to  trouble  the  learned  reader  with  an 
account  of  fa6\s  generally  known. 

1  ihall  therefore  obferve  in  the  firft  place,  that 
Stilico,  who  was  chief  general  and  prime  mini* 
fter  of  the  emperor  Honorius,  having  conceived 
ambitious  views  in  favour  of  his  own  family, 
tending  to  nothing  lefs  than  to  that  of  veiling  his 
Ton  Eucherius  with  the  imperial  purple,  at  the  ex«- 
pence  of  the  very  life  of  his  auguft  mailer,  whofe 
unreferved  confidence  he  daily  abufed  and  availed 
himfelf  of,  for  promoting  his  traiterous  defign : 
the  perfidious  Stilico,  I  fay,  a  Vandal  by  origin, 
did  for  that  end  treat  with  the  now  mentioned  - 
confederated  body  of  the  Vandalic  nation,  to 
whom  he  affociated  a  tribe  of  the  Sucvi  (*),  to- 

gether 

(b)  This  ancient  and  estenfive  name,  wai  then  particu* 
larljr  tnd  exclufively  attriboced  to  the  Hermundurt,  a  na* 
xtao  which  was  fituatcd  ia  thofe  days  between  that  of  the 
Franks  on  the  we(l,  the  Bojoarii  to  the  eaft,  the  Burgon* 
diani  on  Che  (bnth,  and  the  Thuringii  to  the  north.  Cl^« 
ver,  Gens.  Antiq.  1.  3.  c.  aS. 
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%ethcr  with  a  numerous  coij^s  of  the  Min\^  dr 
Afetini :  and  Fot-  thete  fhtfefc  different  people  hb 
ippbihted  a  rendezvous  on  the  banks  bf  the  Rhinfe 
In  the  yeat  406,  in  order  to  jiaft  that  river,  and 
tb'irtt^de  the  irtiperial  province  of  Gaiil  in  coii- 
dih  ^th  eaeh  dther  (c).  The  Vandals  ^riV<id  at 
the  place  of  meeting  feme  confiderabte  time bcforfe 
lB6  junAibri  of  the  Alauni,  or  any  other  cotifo- 
^ates :  during  which  interval  they  loft  hbi  only 
ihfeir  fciiig  GodegifiUus,  but  alfb  hear  twenty  th6u- 
ahd  of  their  men^  In  feve^al  blbody  ertjgi^tms 
with  the  Franks,  who  then  were  rnhabltamattf  thfe 
right  bahka  of  the  Rhinej  and  extended  them- 
felres  from  both  fides  of  the  Majiie  up  to  thfe 
Ncckcr,  accordiilg  to  GlaureriuS,  (Jertii.  AWi^. 
p.  6t8.  Thefe  vabrous  people^  Wftcfther  en- 
gaged by  a  preVibus  contra^  of  alliance  and  fide- 
lity 1^  the  RdtnWsj  or  influeneed  by  fortle  politi- 
dA  views  to  tbcii-  irtteririt,  opp^d  wHh  their  whote 
force,  and  attacked  the  Vandals  dn  their  march 
towards  the  Rhine^  and*  probably  would  haveci'- 
ther  entirely  cut  them  off;  or  forced  them  tp 

(p)  Exdcatto  ptfr  ^ilfconem  Rentes  V^dblorbAi  Suetth 
Cttoiy  Alanoruoaque,  amltxqae,  cum  hisalisB  Francos  {)rpte^ 
rant,  Rhenum  tranfeunt,  Gallias  inVstcTuhi,  diredbqbe  icS-' 
pttn  Pyrensbrti  uftjuc  penetratit.  Orofit^  Hlft.  IV^  f . 
Mt9L  a^$Ldvtfigtntf&tni  quadn^e(imft  qfiar^a  (fcilieet  tffi 
Au^ufti)  i.  e.  Atino  Chrtfli  406.  ante  biennium  irruptionli 
Rbmahs  Urbis   (duce  Alarico)  excitatK  per  SciliconeiDf 

gentes  Vandelorum,  Suevorum  et  Alanorum,  tranfa^o 
.^eno  Oftllias  iHimi^,  Uc.  IM.  Tifld.  Hift.  UMi  p.  70. 
V^dali  Maeotidis  palodi^  Ai^edttt  ad  Oenwmh^  qooii 
iMklid  Francos  noi^imnt  et  An^ifltt^JUwdtiAfe  vtoepcroiB^ 
thMSis  m  IbeieM^Kft  Ahthis.  Pi^dDp.  de-vBriL  Vaad^tt. 
>.eap.  3^.  Sttike  eongregsiiit^i^eMibuf  Fntnote  proteri^ 
Rhenum  tranfit,  GaUtas  per^a^tUPjL  d  ^  'Pfreii»oi>o^ 
perlabitur*    Gregor.  Turon.  Hift.  lib.  a.  cap.  9. 
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retreat,. «rere  it  not  for  this  feafonable  irririal  of 
t{je  Alani  or  Alauni,  after  whofcjtmAion  they  to- 
tifly  defeated  and  difperfed  the  Franks,  through 
Whofe  country  they  forced  their  way,  fword  in 
tand^  to  the  banks,  bf  the  Rhine,  which  ihey 
paffid  on  the  31ft  of  Deceftiber  of  thfe  ycalr 
406  (iff.  The  account  of  thefe  bloody  attacks,^ 
"which  the  Vandals  fuftained  from  the  Franks  'be- 
fdrc^funftion  of  the  Alani  dr  Alauni  (^)  has 
1)een  J)re{erved  only  in  a  frd^miSnt  of  Renaliis  Prof- 
faturus  Phrygeridus,    inferted   by   Gfegot'y  of 

Tours 

(^  Vbn^li  ct  Akmitrajeao  Rhei^o  Gallias  pridie  CUea- 
<Ias  Januarii  m^refli.  Profper.    Fall,  i^  an.  406. 

tjrtolemy  m  tis  maps  (Europ.  ta\5J  mentions  the 
Afatthi  as  a  trA>e  of  the  Norici,  iuhabitin^  ^^t  paf  t  of  Nb- 
TicacDy  whtch»  according  to  the  author  ofthe  i^idex  ptcBiM 
to  die  Amfterdam  edition  of  Ptolemy's  Maps  bj^  the  word 
A&mii,   is  now  called  Stiria,  between  VindeHcia  now 
hnth,  and  Pannonia  now  called  Hungary.    Afl^  as  IS. 
hme  in  hiis  epiflle  to  Ageruntia  herea&r  to  be  ^iKited, 
obferves,  that  even  the  Pannonians,  though  ibbk^s  of  i^ 
raipire,  had  joined  thofe  different  bodies  of  Barbarians^ 
wIk)  invaded  xhe  Gauls,  it  (eems  ibore  Itlrely,  t^at  the 
Alani  or  Alauni,  who  are  mentioned  among  the  idTsuiers* 
vere  rather  thofe.  whom  Ptolemy  places  in  his  m^,  as 
cloie  neighboui^  of  the  Pannonians,    than  thofe  ot  the 
ftme  name,  whom  he  niarks  do\^n  at  fuch  a  diilance  as  tlie 
Alauniam  mountains  a  greatf  way  ea'^lward  of  the  fouree 
of  the  Bofjilhenesy  and  northwefl:  of  the  Mxotic  lake. 
Nor  is  it  liiely»  that  the  Vandali  were  then  inhabitainu  of 
the  borders  m  that  lake  (Vandali  Maeotidis  paludb  accola^ 
as  Procopius  above  cited  mentions  them)  unce  they  were 
waiting,,  as  we  have  (een,  at  the>  place  of  ren4e2irouSt 
near  the  Rhme^  for  fo  confiderable  a  time  before  axly^ 
otilico^s  confederates  arrived  tqj  oJa  them .;  and  why  flioukl 
^cp  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  briai^tfig  Barba* 
Hai^  &joai  countries  (b  vaftly  didant  from  the  jimits  of  the 
Kfimaa  emipire,  while  he  could  procure  a  fufficien£  num- 
ber of  then^much  nearer  home»  and  con&quexzUy  moi?e 
ftcpi^rly  inclined  to  benefit  of  the  n^uur^l  coa.vca?isi?ci4< 
and  ncherof  the  imperial  provinces. 
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Tours  in  the  9th  chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of 
his  hiftory  (/),  by  which  it  appears,  that  Rctplcn- 
dialy  a  king  of  the  Alemanni,  who  was  to  join  the 
Vandals  at  the  inftigation  of  Stilico,  being  difcou- 
raged  by  the  news  of  their  loffes,  as  well  as  by 
the  defedkion  of  Goares,  another  prince  of  the 
fame  nation,  changed  his  refolution,  and  returned 
home,  leaving  the  Vandals  to  fight  their  own  bat- 
tles againil  the  Franks.  Here  I  (hall  obferve,  by 
the  bye,  that  the  fituation  of  that  country  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Rhine,  which  the  Franks  inha- 
bited in  thofc  days  between  the  Maine  and  the 
Nccker,  according  to  Cluverius,  feems  to  afford 
ibme  ground  to  ju^ge,  that  this  famous  paflage 
of  that  river  was  aflefted  by  the  Vandals  and  their 
affociatcs,  at  fome  place  between  the  two  laft  mca- 
tioned  rivers.  Ami  the  conjedlure  may  feem  the 
better  founded,  as  the  cities  of  MeAtz  and  Worms, 
which  are  fituated  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
oppbfite  that  fame  trad  of  land  which  lies  between 
the  two  faid  rivers,  are  mentioned  as  the  vcly 
firft  conquefts  of  thofe  invaders,  after  they  had 
pafled  that  river. 

But  where  or  whatever  the  real  place  of  that 
trajedt  may  be,  this  I  think  I  may  advance  upon 
good  grounds  relatively  to  the  Vandals,  that  they 
are  juftly  to  be  regarded  as  the  principal  and  main 

*  body 

(f)  Renatas  Profuturus  Frigcridus,  cujas  jam  fopra  rac- 
inininms,  cum  Roman  refert  a  Gotthis  captam  atqae  fub- 
Veitam,  ait:  Interea  Refplendial  rex  Alamannonim, 
Goare  ad  Romanos  traDfgTeflb^  de  Rheno  agmen  fuorum 
convertit,  Vandalis  Francorum  bello  laborantibus,  G^' 
egifillo  rege  abfumpto,  acie  vigrnti  ferm^  miliibas  icrro 
peremptis,  cundtis  Vandalorom  ad  internecionem  dcfendis, 
ni  Alanorum  vis  in  tempore  fabvenlflet.  Greg.  Tar.  bA 
lib.  2.  cap.  9. 
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My  of  thqfe  foff}^,  l^  whi^ba4  bfco  ^efiied 
ttetiTOcm0f^fe.f)aiftge  oif  thf  lUi^^,  aipi4i^t 
nsy  &rfL  irrofxioixpf  Battbdriaps  ipto  tfie  intenois 
of  the  Roima  eQ»|W,  t\m .  \m  be^a  sitt«e4ed 
Vitb  the  fuco^rs  qC  a  p^rf^itrt^t  ^ik}  indep^d^nt 

«r,an4  cbicfa^oisioith^ib  es^wditionSj.and  |bat 
tl«  Suevi  and  Al^.  arc  only  to  be  confidered  as 
thor  aimliades^  appedra,  I  thinks  veiry.  plmn^y 
ffois  thpfetwo  cirCttmftanoi»$.  Firft^  tl:uit  during 
^  tngdgcoifcniLg  wUb  ithc  Franks^  «nd  bcjfort 
^e  jtmitVi^ii  of  the  Alani,  vfo  find  wmcfttion: 
0^^, of  the  SiiQvi,  a9  having  bad  any  part  iti 
thofe  bioody  a£tion$:  and  fcoondly,.  that  the 
writers  of  thofe  timiefi.rfiprefiAt  the  Vbndabas  the 
prindpala^crs  in  thisii]kyafiQO  udd^  tbe  direi^A 
rf  &iK?<V  artd  as  the  main  bo<fy>  to  whkh  the 
Aknl  and  Sucyi  \m^  be^n  madk  Auxiliaries  or 
nrifaer  intermixed  tjroft^  ia  the  Vandalic  army, 
wisit  lite<aJly  appear^  by  t)i!^€^A^r4s  of  Zoamus» 
Ar^lo  fcxwwi  f  Sc ;  Prpbp  (H5>irfi4ibu«,  V^trfali 
Sutvis  &  Aiania  pepttiffti  nationea  'tranralp^aa 
vaftaverqnt.     J^?.  Lib.  Hift  6.  ad  ^a,  496. 

Npw  I  am  to  obferve  in  the  next  place,  that 
^he  Vandals  having  defeated  the  Franks,  and 
pi^  the  Rhine  under  the  command  of  Onn* 
d&iQ  (/),  fucceffof  of  Godc^fitlji^^  *  thcy  ?ad 
^  their  sflbciate$  befiegcd,  took  and  deftroyed  (I 

*  trapflate  the  wordsl)f  S.  Jerome,  in  his  eplftte 

*  ta  Ageruntia)  tbc  noble  city  of  MWW 1  th?t  of 

Y  *  Wotmfi 

- 1^)  l^oft  Ii5cc  Vaftdali  a  Iocq  fup  di^reflS  c^jrt(5rwd«ricp 
U^iftO#as  ruant,  Quibus  vjOi^  y^^tisA|J^^ 
pctimt; Grcg.Tiii:.  ffift.  Ub.  2.  cap.  a: 
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^  Worms  they  tHrncd  intoaheapof  ruins,  after 

*  having  fuftained  a  lorfg  ficgt.    The  powcrfill 

*  city  of  Rhcims,  thofc  of  Amifens  aiKl  Arras, 

*  and  the  capital  city  of  Morini,  fituatc  at  the 
-*  very  extremity  of  Gaul,  Tournay,  Spire  and 

*  Strafbourg,  are  all  poffcfled  by  the  Germans 

*  The    Aquitanias^    the    Novempopulania,  the 

*  provinces  of  Lyons  and  Narbona  have  been 

*  ravaged.    A  fmall  number  of  their  towns  have 

*  hitherto  efcaped  the  general  calamity,  though 

*  blockaded  m  fuch  a  manner  by  the  enemy, 

*  that  they  are  threatened  with  immediate  fa- 

*  mine.    I  ckn't  without  tears  in  my  eyes,  make 

*  mention  of  Tholofa,  whofc  prefervation  d^ 
>  pcnds  only  on  the  prayers  and  merit  of  its 

*  holy  bHhop,  Exfuperius.     Spain  which  is  juft 

*  at  the  eve  of  its  deftrudtion,  in  the  higheft  an- 

*  guifli  of  conikrnation.  What  a  tonentof  mif 
.•^  fortunes!  But  we  are  not  to  attribute  tbcm to 

*  our  pfinceSi  who  are  very  pious  and  religious. 
'*  All  thofc  evils  tire  owfng  to  the  treachery  of 
^Stilico,   that  barbarian,  difguifed  as  he  was, 

*  under  th*  appeaftince  of  a  Roman  (g). 

:..',..  .  From 

-     (4)  MojumHwitt  quondam  nobilis  ci vitas  CaptaJ^u* 

.  .-iubyerf?  eft,  et  in  ecclcfia  multa   hominuai  trocidata. 

jVafigionei  loiigja  obfidione  deleti.     Remorum  urbs  p«- 

riai  Tornacum  NcBuets,  Argentoratus  tranflat«  m  Gjr- 

nenfis^  et  NaAonenfis  provincix  prtctcr  paucas  urbcs  p^ 
C|>lllata  funt  cundta,  quas  et  ipfaa  foris  ^ladius,  intos  w 
tat  fames.  Non  poiitim  abfque  lachry  mis  Tholofe  fecerc 
mcntioncm,  qu«  ut  bucufque  non  ruerct,  fandi  Exftper>J 
'epifcopi  merfta  praeftiterunt.  IffasHifpaniae  jamquc  pe"' 
turas  qu€tidie'  ebttttemifcnnt,  5rc.,  Micron.  Epift*  *^ 
Agerunc  -     ^  ,  *  -     '      - 
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From  the  mention  here  made  by  S.  Jttome  of 
the  coriftemation  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  ap* 
proach  of  the  Vandals,  it  is  plainly  to  be  in- 
ferred, that  he  wrote  tnis  epiftle  juft  before  their 
entrance  into  that  province.  What  I  have  ob- 
fcrved  as  to  the  Pannonian  rebels  in  my  preceding 
note  concerning  the  Alani,  the  curious  reader 
will  find  juftified  in  the  beginning  of  that  fame 
epiftle ;  whereby  it  likewife  appears,  that  fome 
mher  German  and  Schy thian  nations  foon  follow- 
ed the  example  of  the  Vandali  in  invading  Gaul, 
Aichas  the  Quad! ,  the  Saxones,  the  Heruli,  the 
Burgundiones,  the  Gepides,  the  Sarmatae  (a). 
One  particular  circumftance  of  Stilico's  treacher- 
ous rocafures  naturaliy  occurs  to  be  iHentioned  in 
this  place ;  which  is  that  he  purpofely  called  away 
ftll  the  troops  then  quartered  in  Gaul,  that  could 
make  any  timely  oppofitipn  to  hia  barbarians  in 
their  paffage  of  the  Rhine,  and  tWs  under  pretext 
of  fending  thofe  troops  to  fight  the  Goths  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube;  this  circumftance  we  learn 
from  the  very  panegyrift  of  Stilico,  {b)  whofe  in- 
iquitous defigns  the  good  poet  may  very  proba* 
Wy  have  no  notion  or  fufpicion  of. 

But  to  return  to  our  Vandals,  I  am  to  obferve 
in  the  third  place,  that  the  Britilh  ufurper  Con- 
Y  a  ftantin, 

« 

.  H  Quidquid  inter  Alpcs  ct  PyrcnflBam»  quod  Occano  ct 
Kheno  incliiditur ;  Vandalus,  QjiadUs,  Sarmata,     Alani, 
C'cpides,  Herculi,  Saxones,  Burgundiones,  et,  olugeadft 
Refpubiica  I  hoftes  Pannonii  vaftaverunc.    Hieron.  ib, 
(i>  Agmina  quinetiam  fiavis  obje^a  Sicambris  , 
Q^seque  domant  Cattos,  immaxifuetofqae  Cherufcoc  f 
Hue  omnes  ventre  ininas,  tutumque  remotis 
EzcubiiSi  Rhenum  folo  terrore  relinquunt. 

Ciaudiu.  d«  IxvA*  Scilic^ 
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ftamhiy  ^h6m  the  ImpemI  troops  c^  Grei^  Bri- 
tidn,  htcenfed  at  the  treacherous  condod  of  Sd'^ 
fito  b^d  fet  up  as  an  efnperor,  btvmg  pafled  into 
Oaul,  artd  rduced  back  to  their  countries  a  great 
p^rt  tyf  the  barbarians,  altowmg  fonte  footing  to 
ihbfe  who  promifed  obedience  and  fklelity ;  the 
Vandaii,  Suevi  ai^d  Aiani^  who  by  this  time  had 
fettted  in  the  two  Aqultains,  found  tbemfelvea 
Under  the  i)eee0ity  of  attempting  the  paffage  of 
the  t^yrenttan  mbuntains,  with  a  viipw  of  acquir** 
ing  %mt  fettletnents  in  the  Spanifti  province ; 
fhis  rdbltttion  they  efteemed  the  more  expedient, 
as  Honorius  had  judged  proper  to  compound 
matters  with  Coriftatitin,  while  the  infotem  Aiaric 
king  of  the  Viftgoths,  encouraged  by  the  progreft 
ftnd   fuccefs  of  his  conntrymen  the  Vandals^ 
threatened  the  capital  of  the  Weftem  empire  with 
total  ruin  and  d^f6latiiD'n ;  in  thefe  circumftances^ 
the  Vandali  with  theik»  afibciafes  the  Alani^  and  the 
Suevi,  took  the  hardy  refoluti<^  of  forcing  thrfr 
pafiage  into  iSpain  through  the  Pyrcna&an  moim- 
tains,  ^hofe  gorges  hath  been  occupied  and  de* 
fended  by  the  Spaniards,  fince  the  firft  approach 
of  thefe  people  towards  the  other  fide  of  thofe 
hills ;  this  paffage  they  efffefted  fword  in  hand 
even  in  feparate  corps  one  after  another  in  tiK 
tnbnfhi^  of  September  and  OAober,  of  the  year 
409:  for  which  fa6ts,  the  reader  has  fuf&cient 
authotity  in  the  marginal  note  here  referred  to 
Uh  ^^  of  idatius  a  Spaniih  bifliop,  who  very 

poffiWy 

(c)  Vs^d^^  Alaai  et  Sttcvi,  Hifpaniaft  iogreflS  mtt  qua*- 
dringentefi^A  qttadrag«fioiafci?tip|?k  ^i  quarto  Cakaidas, 
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pt^bly  mi|^t|uivc  been  fpe^tor  of  thefe  partk 
ojhr  fcenesof  war,  as  he  wn>i;e  faisdimnicle abput 
the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  m\x&,  be  efteem^^ 
^)09e  ail  exception,  especially  «3  lie  is  fo  particular 
even  as  to  the  day^  and  months  of  the  fadls ;  and 
keoioe  it  mull  be  .concludei^  that  ^.  JjGtdpre  -(^ 
Seville'^  account  written  fb  late  as  towards  tj^s 
^of  thefixtb^  orbe^nning^f  the  eigbttf  cenr 
^Bi;^  by  which  he  pjaces  this  paffagc  oif  ib^ 
Vandais  in4o^».nHift  either  beoiiftakeo  l^ybin;i^ 
fcif,  or  corrupted  by  his  Copyifls.    ,      ..  -*    . 

As  to  the  Xubfequent  part  *of  the  Mftpi^y.pf 
tboTe  Vandalic  people  and  their  feints  of  wa^bp^ 
in  Spain  and  A.fricay  to  the  Epoch  of  tberpdp£|a^ 
of  Carthage,  and  all  th^t  Imperial  proyinceoandei 
their  dominion),  it  is  too  ttniyerfaUy  kpown^  an4 
too  circumftar>tially  fet  forth  by  different  ^uthora 
of  thofe  tioM^  to  want  any  further  expiicatloa  that 
1  could  fiwniil^.  The  curious  reader  of  aatiqui^ 
muft  have  taken  notice ;  fir^^  that  the  Vandala 
foon  after  their  paflage  pf  the  ^^rcn^a^ns  J[etUed 
in  Betica,  the  richeft  provmce  of  all  Spain,  ^vpj 
fincc  known  by  the  name  of  Vandalufia,  (now 
corruptly  Andalufia)  fo  called  from  thofe  Vandals  j 
fecond,  that  in  or  before  the  year  418,  their  king 
Gundcric  poficffed  hinrfelf  of  th»  pcoVifice.  of 
Galicia,  where  he  quarrelled  with  HcrmcHt  ki(ijfe 
of  the  Suevi,  whofe  army  he  entirely  inveflted^iisl 

ttiSfcrably 

tKi  tertio  Idibas  Oaobrist  Honodo  o^vum  e^  Tbeodojfijp 
Arcadii  filio  tertium»  ConfuUbus.  Idtt.  Chron.  ad  aa. 
409*  ^ra  qutdri^gentefima  xiuadi;agcfimi  Xtx/tSL^  Vim* 
dali,  Alaoi  et  SoevH  Hifpanxas  occvpanten »  N,ei»^  VajT- 
tttbiKii|iiecrttQBaUd^curuh»i,fiuunA^  A&diiir.  Hw*  ]bm. 
Vandal         
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ihiferably  flaughtcred  in  the  mountains  of  that 
province ;  third,  that  in  the  year  4*  i ,  they  gained 
a  complete  vidory  over  the  Roman  general  Caf- 
timis  at  the  head  of  z  numerous  army,  aflSfted  by 
a  corps  of  Gothic  auxiliaries  5  fourth,  that  Count 
^onifiicras,  to  maintain  hhnfclf  in  his  ufurped 
independancy  in  Africa,  invited  all  the  Vandals  to 
pafs  over  into  that  province,  which  paflage  they 
eflfifefted  in  the  month  of  May,  of  the  year  427, 
(tf)  under  the  command  of  their  king  Geferic, 
who>  fi:om  a  catholic,  according  to  Ifidorus,  (*) 
became  an  apoftate,  and  a  furious  profeffor  of 
Arianifm ;  fifth,  that  thefe  people  afterwards  ob-. 
tained  a  permanent  fettlemcnt  in  that  province, 
according  to  the  conditions  of  a  peace,  which 
Valentinian  Hid.  found  himfelf  under  the  necefli- 
ty  of  concluding  with  them  in  the  year  435  • 
fixth,  that  in  four  years  after  the  conclufion  of 
this  peace,  and  precifely  on  the  19th  of  Oftober 
m  the  year  439,  (t)  ttey  treacheroufly  furprifed 
and  poflcffed  themfelves  of  Carthage,  the  capital 
of  alt  the  Imperial  Africa,  and  thereby  became 

abfolute 


\  (d)  Gtiericus  Rex  de.Betic«  proyinciac  littore,  cum  Van- 
•44)18  omnibus,  eorumque  familiis,  Menfe  Mato,  a4 
Mturitaniam  et  Africam  tranfiit,  reli^tis  Hifpaniis.  fdat. 
-CkfCttic.  ad  an.  4*7 

*  (k)  Gifericus,  qui  ex  Catholico  effe^us  apoftata,  in 
Arianatd  fertur  primus  tfanfgreflus  perfidiam ;  hie  dc  pro- 
vincix  Betics  httore  cum  Vandalis  omnibus,  eorumque 
familiisy  ad  Maurltaniam  et  Afiicam  trajecit.  Ifid.  HifL 
,Vand. 

U)  A^tlo,  rebus  ^uc  in  GalKis  componebatur,  iutento* 
Geiferictts,  de  nijas  aioiicitia  nihil  metuebatur,  Cal.  14. 
Novembris  C^rdia^^^tetat  dolo  pacis  tnyadtt.  Fr^.  Chcoa* 
ad  ann.  445. 
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abfolute  maibers  of  that  vaft  prQyioce  (d).  An 
event,  which  may  be  juftly  regarded  as  the  imr 
mediate  caufe  of  the  downfal  of  the  Roman 
power  and  eo^ire,  (^)  and  at  which,  according  tq 
the  cxpreflioa  of  Salvianps  (f)  the  very  foul  of 
the  republic  was  feized  with  its  lad  agony.  It  if 
not  without  reafqn,  that  Salvianus  calls  Africa 
the  foul  of  the  Roman  republic,  iince  all  th^ 
inhabitants  of  Rome  chiefly,  ^nd  almoft  folelj 
depended  on  that  province,  for  their  corn-provi* 
fion  and  daily  bread,  the  main  fpring  of  hum^ 
life,  and  hei>ce  it  was,  that  Africa  wf^syery  jviftly 
calkd  the  granary  of  the  Roman  empire ;  it  wap 
therefore  very  natural,  that  the  mortal  convulfion? 
into  which  the  reduction  of  Caithage  and  all  the 
province  of  Africa  had  thrown  the  Occidental 
empire,  (hou}d  fiiortly  end  with  its  utter  diifolo* 
tion;  ail  it  cfFet^ually  did  in  the  year  475 :  whcji 
Odoacer,  a  prioce  of  the  fame  Vandalic  natiog» 
dethroned  and  confined  Augqftulus,  yery  juftly 
fo  called,  qot  only  for  his  puerile  age,  but  becaulje 
he  was  the  loweft  in  power  a^  well  as  the  la(t 
in  number  of  all  the  fucceiTors  of  the  great 
Auguftijs  Oaayianus  (g),  r 

By 

(d)  Cartl»a|rine  ftaude  dccept  J,  d«cimo  quarto  Calcndat 
Novcmbris,  omncm  Africim  Rex  Gifcricus  invadit.  Idtt. 
Chr(m.  \ 

(f).CarUi^Q  a  V^dalis  capta»  cu«i  omni  fimul  AfH(jas 
lachrymabiii  clade  et  damno,  Tipperif  Romant  potentiam 
dciecit;  ex  hoc  quipp^  a  VandaHs  pclBdctttr.  Proi]p. 
Caron, 

(/)  Africam  ipfam,  id  eft,  quail  animam  reipublicc, 

captivgyere.     SalYian.  de  Gub-  lib.  6.  cap*  1 1(. 

'    if)  Bafilifco  etArmato  Confulibus,  Odoacer  rejc  Go- 

tbdnun  Romam  obtinuit.   Qreftem  Odoacer  iilico  trucija- 

vit.     At^ftttltHBi  fiiivis  Oreftis  Odoacer  is  Luc\illauo 

Campania 
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%  thii  (atmikitf  accouhl  bt  thfe  ^^rtiaah,  «!{). 

p6tt6d  ais  It  is  by  Ae  att^efritie^  *1)d^«ited,  dte 

leader!  atn  c6nfi<kht,  #ill  be  fittislfeedastbthfe 

.^idencfe  of   ihdic  twb  pqihtsi  firftj  that  tte 

Vattdilic  jafebpte  Wkre  efteettwd  i  nitron  of  con- 

ii>feuo«s  iiaok  aftd  cbnfiaef«i6ii  ahongil  tW^irti- 

fent  Germahs  tti  the  tirtw  x)f  Tacitus  ahd  Pliny; 

.    Wien  the  htter  Sststhtf  fti  dd^'at  the  head  of  M 

fire  aenominatibns  of  the  peb|rfe,  '<rf"  whidi  tWJ 

'Wible  German  nation  was  cowpofedi  fcconfly, 

ftat  thofe  confederated  ^nbo^  of  the  fame  pcojiie, 

>  %bo  invaded  the  kbihaii  eft»pir«,  at  the  feftigk* 

^oh-bf  StilitoteHfieyekr  407,  'haveljy  Iheir  iflifitf 

«y  «xpl6itft,  ftdvtSittirts,  and  fiicceflfes  C6  itttist^- 

*ly  fignaliasd  thehrfelvei  in  their  fobfcqucntprt- 

•g«i6,  that  they  fauft  be  aflowW  a  prihcipal  ftatt 

*  the  ftioil  memorable  inftanoe,  that  ever  happen^ 

W  of  thaticind  cf  niohainal  hohbor,  -wbidi  is  ta. 

%mTcd  by  tmjuA  cbnqaefts:  they  bting  the  very 

^6ple,  who  tirider  the  guidance  tjf  providence 

^tte  the  firftihat  undertook  and  afterwards  prit^ 

e^aJIy  effeaed  the  arduous  work  of  ftaldng  this 

'fttjttdation of, and  then puHing downto thegroutid 

the  whole  pompous  fabric  of  ihe  Rbirtan  empire  -, 

Iwt  whatever  degree  of  honour  and  fplendoufi  ' 

whether  real  or  nominal,  may  be  allowed  to  thofe 

■PPPP^cfrm.  fheir  military  atcWv^raents  and 

conquefts   their  very  antiquity  in  quality  of  a  wd| 

fejbwft  natteh,  Jehig  a  title  they  have  an  indifpu- 

taUle  right  to.  ftiould  in  all  Juftice  oblige  as  to 

IjoM 
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hdld  ih  m  hOhdtirilUe  l)|(ht  iiny  Oidh  kw  4^f  ttt^ 
tGifi  <^i)ttiMit!  oMervMce  atddV^  tf^<K^,  M  tif Kf 
not  be  fiytwid  dnfc6rdfcft  with  the  jiHttdptes  of  i4i# 
law  of  nature ;  their  horrid  ravages  by  iea  tmtf 
khfl,  iifl^ihe  taking  of  Cstrthag^,  together  with 
theiriiniel  lind  rdehtlefa  peritcutions  in  that  pt&^ 
vihiSe,  htfWiyir  jtiftly  odious  aiW  eitecraMe  th^ 
bavfetendihd  t\tt  Vanditllc  nhtofe,  cahnot  reftctf! 
tarf  dilhonottf  upon  fuch  of  tlheir  tiatiohal  ciS^ 
tbmk  or  conftftutional  bws,  as  niuft  be  efteemed 
vifiMy  grounded  upon  reafohable  principles; 
and  ddrivMfl  fctkh  the  maxims  'of  prhnitive 
times.  And  ita  tb  thofe  perfecUtrdns  h  appear* 
as  if  the  Vandals  were  tnade  inftruments  and 
{cotirges  mthe  hand  of  God  to  puntfh  the  licen- 
lioUB  livte  of  the  Chriftians  of  Aftlca,  wher^ 
<8a!vtftnut  tetls  us  (a)^  that  the  preachers  of  thfe 
word  of  God  were  then  left  fafe  in  their  pcrfoni 
within  the  cities  of  that  province,  than  the  apof- 
tles  were  in  thofe  of  the  heathenilh  worid.  It 
is  therefore  I  very  confidently  aifure  myfdf,  *hat 
alljwKcious  rtaders  ofantient  hittbry  will  ttin^ 
didly  think  as  I  do,  that  if  a  law  of  regal  fucoef* 
fion  iy  ibe  file  r^k  of  Seniority  be  found  rn  thih 
anttent  Oclto-Schythian  nation  of  the  Vandalifc 
people,  it  will  not  only  be  eftccmcd  an  honourih 
bk  confirmation,  butalfo  a  particular  eicplicatiofi 
and  proof  of  the  original  nature,  as  well  of  the 

Schydio- 

(^}  Ecce  Afrorvm  ec  Carthagimenfium  fidem !  tutitis 
quondam  ApoftoKs  paranas  tirbes  licuic  intrare  ...  'fit 
iHAirmnur  fi  nutio  Barbados  illi  ^rfierunt,  cnm  VideamUt 
quod  fanlti  viri  BarbOros  pertukrtnt.  Taftus  et  Domi- 
nut,  eft  juAum  judicium  fuumi  de  Gub.  lib.  8.  cap.  5. 
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Scbytho-Iberian,  as  c^  the  Irifb  or  Sooto-Iborbnr 
cwftitution  of  regal  or  princely  fuccpffion,  throi^fe 
a  fcries  of  ciders  dcfccnding  ff  om  the  fame  roy- 
al itock. 

After  thefe  preambles  which  I  have  jud^d 
neceifary  for  reafons  now  made  very  perceivable 
to  the  reader,  I  proceed  to  lay  down  in  the  words 
c^nocopiusy  an  author  of  unexceptionable  credit 
on  this  occa^on,  the  law  of  regal  fucceffion  ob- 
served by  the  Vandalic  nation,  according  as  he 
found  it  explained  in  the  lad  will  and  teftanient  of 
th^r  king  Gefericus,  that  unjuft  conqueror  of 
the  Imperial  province  of  Africa  (A).  This  lufto- 
rian,  whom  we  may  regard  as  an  ocular  witnefs  of 
moil  of  the  fadts  and  feats  of  the  Vandalic  war, 
fets  forth  in  the  cleareil  light,  that  the  fundament 
tal  and  conftitutional  laws  of  the  African .  empire, 
founded  by  Gef^i<;,  fis  ?na^ed  ^nd  eitplained  in 

hU 


(h)  A  conqtteft  is  efteemed  juft,  according  to  tbe  laws 
of  nations,  when  made  bj  one  independent  forereign  upe 
OB  another,  who  had  been  the  s^g^refTor,  whether  by  open 
hofiilittesy  or  by  public  infults  which  might  be  ofiered  to 
him  or  his  fubjeds,  and  affe^ing  in  any  manner  the  dig* 
|iity  of  his  crown,  or  the  public  happinefs  of  his  people  in 
any  matter,  wherein  the  crown  or  people  had  a  juftright ; 
IM'OTided  always,  that  fatisfadHon  had  been  previonOy  de- 
^landed  by  the  s^rieved  party,  and  pofitively  dented  by 
the  o£Fender  ;  this  laft  condition  is  particularly  nece^ry 
for  juftifying  the  effufion  of  human  blood  of  either  dde. 
If  no  conqueft  can  be  efteemed  juft  without  the  conditions 
now  laid  down,  let  the  reader  of  Roman  hiftory  take  a  re- 
view of  the  different  conqueQs  made  by  the  Romans  in 
proiecution  of  their  aggrandizing  fcheme,  and  then  let 
nim  confider  within  what  diftance  of  the  walls  of  ftome, 
thofe  principles  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  may,  ob- 
lige hmi  to  fix  the  limits  of  their  juft  acquifitioos. 
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his  own  folemn  teftament,  exprefsly  imj^orted^  ^ 

that  after  the  death  of  his  ekleft  fon  Hpnoric  the 
right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne  (houMat  all  times 
be  vefiediQ  the  eldeft  prince  of  all  thofe,  who  de^ 
fcendedin  t  male  line. from  him  the  fakl  Geferic, 
as  the  common  fiock  of  the  family,  without  re* 
gard  either  to  the  r$inl^  or  order  of  the  lines,  or  to 
the  proximity  of  degree,  which  die  fucceflbr  may 
ftaml  in,  relatively  to  the  laft  preceding  king  (a)^ 
accordii^Iy,  after  the  death  of  Honoric,  his  foa 
Uderiewas  laidafide^  and  the  fceptre  came  in(^ 
the  hands  of  Gundjunund^  (who  was  the  fon  of 
Gcnfo,  one  of  Geferic's  fons)  the  faid-  Gunda- 
mund  having  then  the  right  of/emorify^  which 
gave  him  the  firft  rank  amongft  all  the  defcen- 
dants  of  Geferic  ;  extindto  Honorico,  in  n^anus 
Gundamundi,  cujus  pater  Genfo,  filius  Generici 
fucrat,  fceptTum  Vandalicum  devenit  atatis  jure, 
(juje  in  Geferici  ftirpe  principem  ei  locum  dabat* 

Procop. 

WHaud  diu  fupcrftes  Gizcncus,  grandsevus»  deceffit, 
condito  teft«iii«iito :  qoo,  prater  alia  muUa»  Ulud  Vanda- 
K*  mandayit,  ^t  Rcgnum  Vandalicum  ci  fccnper  obveni*  . 
ret,  qui  per  vxriUm  ftirpem  rcfta  fcric  propinquitatis  Gi- 
zericum  ipfum  attingcnsy  cognates  fuos  ^eute  pr«currcret, 
%imr  Gi£ericus»  cum  a  capta  Carthagine  annos  39  Van* 
(Wis  impcraflct,  feto,  uti  diximus,  fundus  eft.  Trocop. 
dcbcll.  Vandal,  lib.  I.  cap.  7. 

Regnum  Gefcricus  filiorum  maximo  Honorico  rdiquit ; 
«mb  demum  o€to.  Vindalis  dominatus,  morbo  oppetiit 
...»  extindo  Honorico,  in  manus  Qundamundi,  cujus 
pater  Genfo,  filius  Geferici  fuerat,  fceptrum  Vandalicum 
devenit  <r/^///ytfrf,  qu«  in  Geferici  ftirpe  princifem  ei  h^ 
cum  dabat  ;  prove^o  ad  medium  anno  rcgni  duodecimo^ 
implicilus  morbo  h  vita  deceffit ;  babenas  rcgni  capeffit 
TltfafamUndus  ipfms  frater  ^  .  Thnrfamundus,  poftquam 
Vandalis  annis  viginti  feptcm  impcraflct,  diem  fupremulxi 
abiii.  Procop.  ibi<£  cap.  8. 
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Tttleop.  ibid.  Cip.  8.  TlflrfltennBl,  who  vm 
6andiEimimd*8  brother,  fTCtoeded  ham  by  tke  fame 
figit  rffemmtf  %  prd^i^ftoad  nvediooiAniioYt^^ 
fH  dtiodedmo,  (^mltiminiiM  impKdtOB  imriM 
vita  deteiBt,  et  btbems  rtgni  cipeffic  Tboiat 
Itttmdusijpfius  f«rtfr.Proc6p.  ibid,  ftfter  Tkuflf 
Mund,  IfUerit  the  fon  of  Hmcmic,  being  ift  hii 
turn  the  f^il  prince  of  his  limily,  fiieomkd  to 
the  d^wn,  efVer  hb  two  couftng^rmans  now  msn^ 
tion«d  }  in  regnum  fwoeifit  Udtficus  Hcmrici 
fifius,  ac  Geftrici  Nepos.  During  the  rogiirf 
fldcric,  e  printe  of  the  ftrae  blood,  caHed  Gcll- 
itttr,  ^n  of  Gelarid,  who  was  the  fon  of  Genfo, 
fon  df  Gfefcric,  being  the  next  in  age  to  ihcw^ 
mgking  fldcric,  was  confequcn«y  known  wri 
tonfidcred  asTinp^orprefumptive  fucoe(for# 
This  confidcration  and  light  he  was  held  in,  txrth 
iBncouragcd  and  enabled  brm  to  form  a  party  and 
ftrong  niiftion  in  Ks  fevour  ;  by  the  mcaas  of 
which  he  not  only  depofed  and  confined  Ildcric, 
but  alfo  committed  the  greatcft  cruelties  towards 
aU  h&  friends:  a  circumftancc  which  greyly  ft' 
Vtmred  the  emperor  Juftitjian  in  die  war,  by  which 
Jie  both  ibon  put  an  end  to  Ge'Uimar^  nforpatron, 
and  dcftroyed  the  ^^andalic  emigre  in  Africa. 
Whefi  we  have  compared  the  Vandalic  manner  of 
regal  fuccelfion,  as  now  defcribed,  with  the  Ta- 

niftica! 

{t)  In  ttgnnta  lucccffit  Bdcricus  Honorlci  filitfs  ac  Gefc- 
«ki  Nepos  ....  .  qqidam  ^  Geferici  fl;irpe,  GcUimar  Ge- 
lan^i  JUitts,  Gcnfonu  Ncpos,  proncpos  Gcncrici,  ;<«• 
.grmidis  naiu  uao  precedence  Ilderico,  ideo  ad  regnum*  at 
^liAiniabatiir,  prci^dieai  perventurps  .  .  .  .  ita  doroina- 
!tum  ocoopat  Gellimar,  et  lldericum  feptem  annos  rtBf^o 
potitum  cam  Hoamere  ejufque  fratrd  Ev«igea  in.ci:(ftpaiaia 
tradit.  Ibid.  c.  9. 
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xuiUcd  law  of  iuQcdfiosi  in  the  ok)  Iri^ 
Md'prinoipiilitifit  whqriin  tb«  cUeit  brother  wap 
oftcKi  fttocofded  by  a  yonngari  and  this  latter  b^y 
a  Mpbewt  awl  he  again  by  a  coufio-german  or 
other  oollatoraly  before  the  firft  brother*!  Ton  was 
qioalified  tofncoeed  by  right  of  ieniorityi  the  read- 
er will  then  be  enablol  to  judgei  if  a  pevfe&  rer 
femhkindeor  rather  anexadt  unifornuty  b^not 
found  between  the  one  and  the  other»  aa  well  aa 
between:  the  abufet ,  to  which  both  the  Vandalic  * 
andtbelrifli  oonftttutiona  have,  and  mufthave 
given  room  by  very  natural  coniequencea.  Ovum 
non  4ik  ovo  fimillus. 

By  this  plain  account  of  Procopius  w^&e  with 
full  etidencpy  that  no  room  has  been  left  for  any 
kind  of  eleftion  to  interfere  in  the  regal  fucoelfion 
ofGHeric's  defcendams  according  to  the  tenour 
of  his  laft  teftamentary  n&  \  by  which  it  literally 
appears^  that  amongft  all  his  defcendants  through 
a  feries  of  male  lineage,  the  precedency  or  fupe** 
riority  of  age  was  oonftitutionally  to  determine  at 
all  times  the  right  of  fucceifion  to  the  VandaUc 
throne.  Ut  Regnum  Vandalicum  et  (bmper  ob* 
veniret,  qui  per  virtiem  flirpem  re^ferieGeftri* 
cum  attingtns  Cogtiatoe  fuos  aim  prmcnmrm. 
This  was  litterally  and  identioalty  thelriOi  confti^ 
tutionallaw  of  regal  fuooeifioOi  according  to  ita 
primitiye  inftituiion  and  meaning ;  atit  madiftil* 
ly  appears  by  that  aatient  axiom  of  national  law 
we  findexpndfed  in  the  word  Sififeari^  Mif^ : 
an  e9q>reffion,  which  though  confiding  but  of  Swo 
fubftantive  nouns,  basthe  energy  of  oomprehend*- 
ingthe  whole  meaning  of  the  following  Laisft 

fentence 
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fcntcncc  and  definition  of  the  Irifli  law  of  rcgd 
fncceffion,  viz.  Rex  regie  fucceffionisapud  Hiber^ 
nos  ea  eft,  ut  Regnucn  feu  fupremum  dominum 
ei  (emper  obveniat^  qui  a  prime  regie  famili« 
patre  et  Regni  fundatore  per  virilem  ftirpem  con* 
tinu&  ferie  defcendens,  cognatos  fuos  ejufdem 
fanguinia  et  cognominis  atate  dniecedit ;  in  Eng* 
lilh:  the  law  of  Tegal  fucceffion  amongft  the  an^ 
tient  Irilh  was,  ^  that  the  fupreme  power  and 

>  dominion  (hould  at  all  times  devolve  to  hia)» 
«  who  being  defcended  through  an  uninterrupt^ 

>  feries  of  male  anceftors  from  the  common  nock 
*  and  firft  founder  of  the  family,  preceded  in  age 
^  all  his  kinfmen  of  the  fame  name  and  blood." 
Every  Iri(hman,  who  is  (killed  in  the  antient 
Celto-Ibcrnian  dialed  of  the  country,  will  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  two  Irifli  words  above  ex- 
prcfled,  comprehended  the  whole  import  of  the 
Irifli  law  of  fucceffion,  according  to  the  above  de- 
finition in  the  full  extent  and  meaning  of  all  its 
words  ;  Sittfearacbt^  fignifies  not  only  EUerfi^  or 
&nimtyt^  but  alfo  Cbirftainjb^^  Superiority^  or  fu* 
prcmacy  of  power,  command  and  dominion  over 
a  particular  family  together  with  all  its  people  and 
properties ;  and  the  wwd  Feq/ig  which  fignifies 
Segrd^  being  added  in  the  genitive  cafe  to.  Sinr 
fearacbi^  means  that  fuch  a  fupremacy  is  due  to 
the  Eldeft'beard^  that  is  to  fay^  to  the  eldeft  man 
of  the  whole  family  or  kindred  defcending  frort 
the  fame  dock ;  and  inafmuch  as  amongft  theold 
Jrifli^.  nobody  was  ever  counted  a  member,  nor 
could  be  admitted  as  chief  of  any  family,  with* 
out  bebig  defcended  thro^  a  feries  of  male  an- 
'  .  ;-k-'  ceftors 
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ceftors  from  the  founder  and  flock  of  the  whole 
name  and  progeny;  it  was  of  plain  and  deceflary 
confequence,  that  the  chief  mud  be  of  the  fime 
name  and  blood  with  all  the  reft  of  his  kinfmen 
of  the  faihe  family ;  it  is  therefore  manifeft,  that 
the  two  Irilh  words  above  written  very  obvioufly 
comprehended  the  whole  meaning  of  the  preced- 
ing definition,  expreiled  as  it  is  in  fo  many  dif- 
ferent words. 

If  the  SatfC  taw  had  been  as  litterally  clear  and 
explicit  in  that  article  which  regarded  the  regal 
faccdfion  amongft  the  Franks,  as  the  IrKh  and 
Vandalic  conftitutions  have  been  by  determin*- 
ing,  as  above  explained,  that  belides  the  condi« 
tion  of  feniority,  that  of  being  a  male,  who  was 
defcended  from  the  conmion  ftock  by  a  feries  of 
male  anccftors,  was  abfolutely  ncccflary  to  con- 
ftitute  a  right  of  fucceeding  to  the  crown  j  it 
would  have  prevented  that  horrid  and  long  con* 
tinned  effufion  of  Chriftiati  blood,  which  was  oc* 
cafioned  by  the  famous  conteft  between  Edward 
Illd  of  England,  and  Philip  de  Valois  of  France 
after  the  death  of  Charles  le  Bel :  when  the  faid 
Edward  pretended  to  the  right  of  fuccelfion,  as 
being  the  (on  of  the  deceafed  king's  fifter,  Ifabelle 
of  France,  and  confequently  nearer  in  blood  than 

•  Philip  de  Valois,  who  >*ras  but  a  coufin-german, 
a  paternal  uncle's  fon  ^to  the  faid  king.  Con- 
fronted with  the  text  of  clear  and  litteral  evidence 
concerning  the  fundamental  law  of  regal  fuccef- 
iion  in  the  French  monarch,  fuch  as  that  of  the 
plain  words  in  which  the  Irilh  and  Vandals  have 

'  delivered  their  own  refpe£tire  laws  of  the  fame 

nature  ( 
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jp^\^rti  E4vff4  Vould  aot  in  thf  fstw  rfflll  Em* 

.Wfc,a»y'loigpr  infijft>  us  he. did,  upon  pri^nd- 

ing,  thfita  sight 4rf'<ilcci?$Qn.<:Qi|ld^^   hfm  de- 

mtd  to  hinp  frp#  Ins  grand  father  thf9M^  the 

jperfoa  of  his  giqihf^r.    Bi«  ap  the  Salic  law  fcm- 

jt^inqd  no  i^U  by  which  Ed  w«rd  the  ^hird*a  cJaw 

.may  with  ai^y  evid^me  appci^r  t^;  he  ill  ^f^mA- 

.<d»  it  waayery,nati|ral»  that  heiind  his  i^M:^ffi?a;8 

(houid  perfiil  in  the  fame  claim,  without  ^kno9- 

flo^gjuig.aay  fuperior  judge,  who  could  have  a 

jrij^ttoinitcrpretthatlawtotheir  prejudice,  cfpc- 

cialljy  as  £4  >y^d  the  thirds  though  a  feodal  fuh« 

jcd  of  the  French  nopo^chy »  did  not  think  pro- 

.per  to  fui^nait  to  ihcjudgm^nt  of  t^ie  twelve  peers 

pf  Ifranceon  that  poii^t. 

TheoderJQ  the  $rfi,  king  of  tjbe  Oftrc^ths  in 

Jtajy,.by  tlie  teAamentary  difpp^l  Ijie  made  of 

^hisprpwniA'theycar  5a$,  gav?  jauch  a  dearer 

'  interpretation  th^n  ev^r  .wasgiven  by  the  Franks, 

of  the  original  intent  and  natyce  of  the  regal  law 

,of  male  fuccefiipn  iimongft  the  difierent  people 

.  of  the  QermaDic.  nationa.    That  great  mon?^ 

iJhad  no  male  ifljaepfhi^  own  tpdy,  noran^  ptbcr 

.natural  heir?  of  his  crown,  (urvivix^attheendof 

.  his  days,  than  t Wofgrandfon?^  one  hy  Jhia ,  fecQod 

daughter,  hy  name  Tt?€;qdcgQtha,.wha.was  swr- 

xkd  to  Alaric  the  ifecGfnd  king  of  the  Yi%^h*i 

^  an4  the  Qtiher: by,  his:  third  daughter^  the  cclcbrat- 

,  ifd  and  unfortunate .  Afnal^tqniha,  with  her  firft 

-hufl?»nd  Euth vie  Cilli^a  of  the  fame  fi^roily  apd 

.  fto^k  of  the  Amateans  ^ .  another  gpapdfon  by  his 

.etd^eft  daughter  Qftrogatba,  and  her  huKhand 

.^iJ^Cnwinl.  ^^  9f  the  Burguadians,  'had  been 

'  /    ,  -  unnaturally 
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uanaturally  put  to  death  by  his  father  three  year« 
before  that  of  Theodoric;  this  I  only  obferve 
by  the  bye ;  for  this  Burgundian  prince,  had  he 
even  fiirvivcd  his  grandfiather,  could  have  no 
right  or  chance  to  fucceed  to  the  Oftrogothic 
crown,  as  we  (hall  fee  by  the  following  teftament- 
ary  aft  of  old  Theodoric ;  this  monarch,  agree- 
aWy  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of  governmeat 
and  law  of  fucceiTion, '  primitively  eftabfilhed  in 
his  ovn  and  probably  in  every  other  royal  family 
of  the  Germanic  nations,  prefented  at  the  end  of 
his  days  to  his  nobles  and  people  his  grandfoa 
Athalric  as  Hs  lawful  fucceflor ;  not  as  being  the 
fon  of  his  daughter  Amalafontha,  but  as  a  de- 
fcendant  through  a  male  line  from  the  common 
ftock  of  the  family  by  his  niRier  Eutharic^  ex- 
duding  at  the  fame  time  Amalric,  his  other 
grandibn  by  his  elder  daughter  and  by  Alaric 
king  of  the  Vtfigoths,  as  being  of  a  different  na- 
tion and  ftock  called  that  of  the  Baltes ;  though 
both  were  only  two  ieparated  tribes  of  one  and 
the  feifnc  Ootho-Vandalic  people  ^  the  French 
writers  feem  to  be  very  little  apprdienfivc,  that 
the  hw  of  male-fucceffion  has  been  better  ex* 
plained  in  the  ftatutes  and  maxims  of  fo  many 
different  nations,  (than  it  was  in  the  Salic  law. 

Before  I  have  done  with  Gdferic's  ^eftamientary: 
law  of  Regal  fucceflfion  lo  be  obferved  by  his 
pofterity  in  the  A&ican  monarchy  I  (hall  take 
notice  that  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  a  prince 
of  his  capacity  and  experience,  vfmM  have  under^ 
takelii  to  eftabliifa  fuch  a  law  in  his  kingdofti,  if 
be  had  not  known  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the  iipirit 
Z  and 
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tnd  mannas  of  the  Vandalic. people,  as  having 
been  of  antient  inititution  in  theiK  nation ;  though 
perhaps  either  partly  negleAed,  or^bufively  prac- 
tifed  during  the  courfe  of  thdr  adventurous  emi- 
grations out  of  the  country  of  their  oi^gin.  Gc- 
feric,  who  muft  have  had  his  turn  in  the  fove- 
reignty  either  by  virtue  of  that  law,  or  b^.ufurp- 
ing  feme  other  man's  right  derived  from  a  fUp^i- 
or  feniority,  might  in  all  likelihood  have  ma^ 
no  other  chatige  in  the  primitive  difpofition  and 
courfe  of  the  faid  law,  than  that  of  laying  alide 

for  the  future  all  his  collaterals  and  their  pofterity 
and  limiting  the  right  of  alternate  fucceflion  to 
his  own  defcendants,  according  as  their  feniority 
ibould  by  the  courfe  of  nature  refpedtively  entitle 
them  to  fucceed  to  the  crown ;  and  this  new  dif- 
pofirion  he  might  indeed  have  judged  himfelf 
juftly  qualified  to  make  in  favour  of  his  own  pof- 
tcrity,  as  he  was  the  founder  of  the  kingdom  he 
committed  to  their  care  and  government.  If  that 
monarch  had  introduced  a  new  and  unprecedented 
law  of.  regal  fucceifion  in  the  Vandalic  nation» 
accuftomed  as  thofe  people  were  to  a  great  Aareof 
liberty,  as  well  as  to  tumultuous  rifmgs  and  blood- 
Ihed,  it  could  not  be  expeftcd,  that  they  would 
have  fo  peaceably  fubnrritted  and  reconciled  ihcra* 
felves  to  it  as  they  did  for  fo  confiderable  a  time 
after  Gefcric's  death ;  and  the  refpedtful  acquief- 
cence  of  Geferic's  pofterity  to  the  difpofition  of 
that  law,  is  particularly  remarkable  in  Ildcric, 
who  notwitbftanding  bis  quality  of  being  the 
direA  heir  of  Geferic  by  his  eldeft  fon  Honoric, 
aifted  .without  complaint  or  difturbance  for  almoft 
^  .      '  forty 
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forty  years  during  the  reigns  of  his  two  coufin- 
gcrmaris,  before  his  degree  of  feniorlty  entitled 
him  to  iucceed.  I  (hall  add,  that  if  Procopius 
had  found  any  thing  of  extraordinary  Angularity 
or  novelty  in  that  law^  it  is  not  likely,  that  fo  judi- 
cious a  writer  would  have  pafled  it  as  he  did» 
without  feme  animiadvcrfions.  Nor  is  it  very 
likely,  that  Gcferic  would  have  even  imagined 
fuch  a  law,  as  eitheir  expedient  or  practicable  in 
his  days,  iJF  he  had  not  received  it  from  his  an* 
ccilors,  as  being  agreeable  to  the  primitive  maxims 
and  pradtice  of  their  nation.  Neither  would  Pro- 
copius  have  affured  us  in  the  fame  hiftory,  tha^ 
all  the  Gothic  tribes  together  with  the  Vandals 
obferved  the  fame  laws  and  cuftoms  (a)  as  well 
as  they  fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  were  all  of 
a  like  manly  ftature  and  fair  complexion,  if  he 
had  found  any  thing  fingular  in  the  Vandalic  law 
of  fucceflion,  that  may  render  it  obfervably  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  other  tribes  of  thofe  north- 
cm  people. 

Abufes  indeed  and  various  infringements  of 

the  primitive  law  of  fucceffion  arc  very  obferva- 

ble  both  amongft  theearlieft  fucceffor  of  Alaric  I. 

Vifigothic  king^  and  conqueror  of  Rome  in  the 

Z  ^  year^ 

{«)  Ptoriaiae  quidem  fuere  fuperioribus  temporibus  hodi<' 
«qne  funt  nationcs  Gothice,  fed  inter  Ulas  Oothi,  Vandali, 
^ifigothi  et  Gepides  cum  nutfierd,  turn  dignitate  preftant 

vocabulis  quidem,  ut  didum  eft*  nulla  yero  pr«* 

^erea  re  inter  fe  differunt.  Cutis  omnibus  Candida,  flava 
Ctikrics,  corpus  procemm,  facies  liberalis,  etedem  legesy 
eadem  facra,  Aiiana  fcilicet,  una  deroum  lingua  quaxnr 
9<>^icam  appellant,  ita  ut  ad  unara  univerfi  ^entem  per* 
^ciifle  quondam,  ac  fuorum  deinde  ducum  difcretos  n(y» 
°^ibas  fuifle  ejuftlmem.  Frocc^.SdL  Vand  lib.  i .  cap.  t. 
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i^t  489,  iM  imohg  thofe  of  Athalric  the  grand- 
fen  of  the  above  Thcodoric,  firft  king  of  the 
Ottrogoths  in  haty .  Vltigcs  was  tumultuoufly  fet 
up  as  i  (iKtceflcir  of  Theodat,  Amalafontha's  fc- 
ccihd  huAand,  to  whom,  it  fccms,  he  had  been 
either  miftcr  of  the  horfe,  or  captain  of  his 
guards.  Ndr  i^  it  known,  that  he  belonged  in 
any  rcfpeft  to  the  royal  fanally  of  the  Oftrogodi'sj 
the  fanie  tfilri^  in  ill  hkclihood  may  we  fay  of  his 
Iwofucteflbrs  Evdric  and  T  ptilla,  whobfeingchofcn 
W  a  like  riiarirter  by  the  bftrogoths,  during  their 
dicffperate  warsagainft  Jtiftinian*s  twoablegcneralsi 
jSclHfariui  and  Narfes,  had  in  fuch  circumftanccs 
to  need  of  dny  other  quality  or  title  to  the  fovc- 
jreign  power,  than  that  of  being  brave  wjirriors, 
and  Ikilful  commanders  of  their  national  troops. 
And  as  to  the  fucceffors  of  Alaric,  firft  king  of 
the  Vifigpths,  ^e  find  piain  marks  of  violence  and 
party-btifmefs  iii  the  courfc  of  tlieir  fuccc^ibns. 
In  Profpcr*s  chronicle  we  fee,  that  Ataulphus,the 
immediate  fucceflbr  of  Alaric,  was  murdered  it 
feareelona  by  fome  of  his  people  in  the  year  41 5  (*)» 
attd  thkt  Sigeric,  who  was  fet  on  the  throne  after 
hirti  (as  Ifidore  of  Seville  informs  us  Hift.  Goth. 
t>.  614.)  together  with  other  pretenders,  were 
liifpatched  after  the  fame  violent  manner  by 
Wallia,  who  was  fucceeded  by  TheodorlcJ. i^i 
lhfeye^r4i$;  the  manner  of  whofe  fucccflioni 
|ind  no  mention  of,  nor  by  what  right  he  became 
leverdfgn  commander  of  the  Vifigothic  nation 

after 

(ij  AtanipHtB  ai  quodam  fUomm  vnlneratos  interiit,  rej^ 
"AfMAqtie  ejtis  Walltk  piereaiptis»  qui  idem  cupere  intefiigc- 
Wx&USir  iavsSiu    F^o£p^£^fi.  ad'an;  415. 
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after  the  faid  Wallia ;  it  xn?y  not  f?em  unli^e^y, 
tl»t  during  the lunfettjed  Am  of  Xhok  ^arlxjirw 
idventurcrs  of  t^e  Gdr^anfc  ;iations,  jthey  inig^ 
have  judged  it  tnorc  expedi^t  to  ojbferve  fh^ 
dntient  ma^im  of  the  old  Germans,  D^uoes  ex 
Virtute  fumunt,  (as  •  rem^r^d  by  Tgcajbus  4f 
Morib.  Qcrm.  Nun?.  7.)  by  contenting  therof^lvs?^ 
with  being  under  the  guulance  and  copiman^ 
of  able  captains,  vpfted  with  all  n^peflary  power* 
Mrithout  minding  in  fvich  cirqumftances  th^t  otbtf 
maxim,  regcs  ex  nobilitate,  mentioned  in  thefiMoe 
place ;  and  by  which  it  appears  thi^t  tiie  Q^m^ns 
wer^  anti^tly  acc^ftom^d  and  li^t^  jp  r^fif^y^ 
their  kings  pwt  of  particular  famUi?s  ^of  ^^qble  fif 
princely  diftjndion  in  their  refpedi^ve  na^ipp^i 
while  their  gffli^eral  captain?,  or  chief  comnaafai^^rs 
wanted  np  otl>cr  iqualificatip^  or  ,title,  than  theif 
pwn  merit  and  abilities  in  military  a^airs.  Byxlvf 
Iberian  conftitution  above  explained  it  would  feem, 
that  that  anVieat  .nation,  wherein  their  '<s;hi?f  gene^ 
ralsfuecccded  as  regularly  ^s  their  i;i^^,  Ipokc^ 
upon  the  office  of  chief  cptmijiander  .of  the  ^rmy 
as  almoft  of  equal  neceffuy  with  the  fpvereig^ 
authority  of  ^heir  mon whs ;  apcojding  to  tb^ 
fame  maxim  the  Gothic  tribes  during  their  unfet- 
tlcdai>d  alarming  ftate,  might  have  judged,  thaj 
{iblecaptaios  vefted  with  fuprenguS  miUtary  power, 
were  more  (citable  to  their  circumftancp  Uiae  A9. 
roinal  King*  ^aken  out  of  one  particular  faqiiiy, 
cfpccially,  while  they  had  no  fettled  kingdoms, 
which  may  ^ive  them  a  real  title  to  the  x^zX 
dignity.  And  thofe  German  nations  were  the 
mow  free  to  chufe  this  cxpedi?ntj^  ^s  they  were 

not 
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not  limited  to  any  particular  family  for  the  choice 
of  their  chief  captains,  as  the  Iberians  were  bj 
their  national  law,  which  obliged  them  to  receive 
their  chief  commanders  out  of  the  royal  family. 

For  the  further  fatisfadlion  of  fuch  readers  of 
modem  hiflory  as  might  h^ve  received  impreilions 
of  prejudice  againft  the  kw  of  fcnior-fucccffion 
either  from  Sir  John  Davis,  or  any  other  writer  j 
before  I  come  to  the  conclufion  of  this  chapter, 
I  (hall  make  a  fliort  refearch  into  the  French  and 
Anglo-Saxon  hiftorics,  after  fome  Veftigia  of  the 
iam*  antient  law,  which  I  apprehend  may  be  very 
plainly  found  in  both  one  and  the  other  of  thofe 
two  German  nations,  as  well  as  amongft  their 
countrymen  the  Vandals.  1  fhall  begin  with  the 
Franks,  and  by  a  fhort  refearch  into  the  earlieft 
monuments  of  their  hiffbry,  (hall  fairly  examine  if 
the  right  of  fenidrity  apJDcars  to  have  been  anj^ 
way  regarded  or  obfcrved  in  the  coiirie  and  man- 
ner of  their  regal  fucccflion.  In  this  enquiry  I 
have  reafon  to  promlfe  myfelf  fome  light  frcni 
the  nature  and  motives  of  the  horrid  conduA  of 
Clovis  king  of  the  ^aliari  Franks  'towards  his 
fteareft  collateral  kiiifmen  of  the  fame  blood,  who 
were  at  the  fame  time  kings  of  different  tribes  of 
Franks  refpedlively,  all  independent  of  each  other, 
as  well  as  of  Clovis,  and  yet  were  «^t  off  by  him 
one  after  another  in  the  nvoil  nnnaturit  and  treach- 
erous manner.  I  (hall  firft  give  the  reader  a  con- 
t rafted  view  of  this  bloody  fcene,  and  then  point 
6ut  the  motives  and  views  of  its  adtbr,  as  tl}ey 
ihall  naturally  prefent  them felves  from  the  very 
fa£ts,  according  as  they  are  related  in  hiftory.  • 

Gregory 
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Gttgcty  of  Tours  informs  ua  (a)  in  a  full  and 
circumftantial  detail,  that  as  foonas  Ciovis  had 
extended  hisconquefts,  and  thereby  became  more 
powerful  than  any  of  the  other  kings  of  his  nation, 
he  beftowed  all  his  time  and  attention  upon  the 
fanguinary  ta(k  of  flaughtering  and  exterminating 
the  feveral  princes  of  his  own  blood,  and  then 
pofieffing  himfelf  of  their  refpedtive  kingdoms. 
He  began  with  Sigibert  king  of  the  Ripuarian 
Franks,  who  was  the  moft  confiderable  amongft 
them,  and  whofe  Ton  Cloderic  was  wicked  enough 
to  perpetrate  the  horrid  murder  of  his  father,  at  the 
ihameful  inftigation  of  king  Ciovis,  who  had  re* 
duced  him  with  promifes  of  concurrence  to  procure 
him  the  fuccefllon  of  the  Ripuarian  Crown  :  but 
by  a  juft  judgment  it  foon  appeared,  that  it  was 
not  for  himfelf  the  unhappy  parricide  had  vacated 
his  father's   throne.     Ciovis  being  fpeedily  in- 
formed of  Sigibert's  cataftrophe,  fent  off  two  of 
his  blood  hounds  towards  Cloderic  under  the  pre. 
tended  character  of  his  agents  or  ambaflfadors  for 
treating  with  him  concerning  their  common  inte* 
reft,  who  purfuant  to   their  inftrudtions  loft  ho 
time  in  difpatching  away  that  ill-fated  prince  after 
his  father ;  what  one  of  them  efFefted  by  dafhing 
out  his  brains  with  a  ftroke  of  a  battle-ax,  while 
he  ttooped  over  a  cheft  in  which  his  father  had 
hoarded  up  a  large  quantity  of  gold  coin.    Thofe 
two  Ripuarian  princes  being  brought  to  this  tragi- 
cal end  by  the  contrivance  of  Ciovis,  he  loft  no 
lime  in  affembling  their  fubjefts  ^  and  was  fuc- 

cefsful 

(fi)  Greg.  Turon.  lib.  a.  c.  40,  4 1»  4a. 
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Cf fafi^  enough  to  perrua4e  tbede!,  that  4ie  wM  nd 
way  ^^coeflary  to  th$it  n^urder,  aIk%Uig  among 
pther  reafoas  for  his  jiUlificjstion,  tbat  it  was  qwte 
;^aaatural  he  Should  have  been  guilty  of  (o  horrid 
;^i|n  a£t  as  that  c^  fpUimg  the  bl6od  pf  hU  oim 
Beared  kinAneo.  In  a  ivord^  the  afie«taration$  of 
^  Clovis  madefuch  an  jlni|»^on  oA  the  mmds  of 
^  Ripuartans^  t^at  they  aocepted  thje  dBSsr  (^e 
n|#de  thfem  of  bisowA  pecfon  for  their  fbyereiga ; 
aod  coniequently  prodaioittd  him  king  by  tlie 
eeresiony  of  lifting  him  np  on  the  large  buckler 
aceording  to  the  cuftom  of  their  hatian. 

Car aric  another  princk  tif  the  &me  &miLy  and 
Icing  of  a  tribe  of  FrankfiyUvhOy  according  to  the 
.  judgment  of  Ab3x>t  Onboa^  inhaibkted  the  coanitritt 
coniiprehended  between  Bdogne^  St.  Qn^er,  and 
Br^igges  with  their  environs,  was  the  next  that  fell 
viaim  to  the  ambkion  of  CJovis ;  who  firft  dc- 
ppfed,  tonfuiied,  and  obliged  hiitofelf  and  hts  fon 
to  become  ecdefia^ics,  the  former  afMriefi  and  the 
Jatter  a  deacon  ^  and  afterwards  put  tiiem  bodi 
to  death,  wi^hom  i^pediiKg  the  facnsd  oharader 
they  were  vcfted  with.  After  thia  facrilegious  exe- 
cution, the  fame  Clovis  fell  upon  Ragnacarius  king 
of  Camhray,  another  neaf  fcitifman  and  prince  of 
his  blood  ;  whofe  fubjcfts  being  bribed,  or  rather 
being  bafely  lured  by  Glovis  witfc  deceitful  pre- 
fenfti  of  brazen  braqeletB  flightly  wjafhcd  over  with 

fold,  moft  tieacheroufly  betrayed  thdr  king  an4 
is  brother  Rioarms,  and  af!f»r  having  tied  ifail 
their  hancis  behind  therr  backs!,  prefenled  them  to 
the  bloody  minded  Qlovis,  who  did  not  fcorn  to 
become  their  executioner,  difpatching  them  in  that 
'         '  ^  fame 
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iiUiy  NtpbjBt  ^un]^  4^p  imp  tMif  br^m$,   Tbofi; 

tfO}jnJ)aj({)y  pjncc^  ^4  ^  brother  p^ied  B^^egaio- 

ii^er,  who  was  king  of  another  t<ribe  ^f  Fi^^ii^ 

inbi^kiQg  the  province  pf  Maine,  aad  >irlK>m 

<;tevi$  yflrjrlpe^y  brpjiglit  to  ^  fi^ne  tr$gUu|l 

eod  ii#h  ^$  brptheirs  an4  ^n^^^ep  abovjernentooft- 

«d,  Gregory  of  Tour^  very  plainly  gives  us  to 

wderft^f  that  Qovis  ha4  wt  off  (^;  many 

o^l>iii^ce«,  ^ho  pv^ere  Hfee^jfe  af  t^  neareft 

kii^l^  gS  tHe  /Gi^ne  royal  family ;  smd  adds,  that 

after  a^g  out  Xhu  bloody  fccne,  he  aflfaaed  in 

%  fao^i^r  rpec?(pfee$  to  b^oan  hi$  own  unhappy 

ittuafioa  in  Mng  deprived  of  &  lUany  faithfiil 

focpdsaad  allies,  froin  whom,  accojrdingto  the 

te  of  bipod,  he  may  naturaily  «xpea  aflHlan^ 

againft  his  cneinies  in  time  of  need :  but  all  tW^, 

kpiksx  hiftorian,  was  but  f^ene  fi(^pn  and  deceit, 

calculated  for  decoying  into  his  murdering  gins 

i^  hopes  of  foqurity  fome  other  remains  of  his 

^bfmen,  who  till  then  had  efcaped  his  fanguinary 

purfuits.    Wc  ihaH  find  notwitbftanding,  that 

fome  pinccs  of  the  fame  blood  furvived  Clovis, 

and  fiiil  exiAed  in  the  time  of  his  imniediate  fuc- 

ceflbrs. 

(»)  Interfe^Uf|ue  muItisRegibns  et  parendbas  {iiis  pdmis 
de  quibus  Zeluxn  habebat>  ne  ei  regnum  aiiferrent,  regnum 
fnum  per  tdtas  'Gallias  dilatavit :  tamen  congregatis  fuis 
qnadun  vice  dixifie  fertur  de  Parentfbus  quos  ipfe  perdi- 
itnt :  vx  mihi  qtti  tanquam  peregrinos  inter  exteros  r&- 
manfi,  et  non  habeo  de  parentibus,  fi  mihi  venerit  aidver- 
^s,  qni  poffit  ialiquid  adjuvare.  Scd  hoc  nou  de  mortc 
iorom  condolensy  fed  ddo  dicebat.  Greg.  Tor.  hift.  lib. 
«•  cap. 
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Now  with  regard  to  the  views  of  Clovis  in  his 
horrid  and  unnatural  conduft  towards  all  his  col- 
lateral kinfmen  ^  it  is  very  evident,  that  their  im- 
mediate obje£t  was  his  own  aggrandizement  by 
the  enlargement  of  dominion  and  encreafe  of 
power :  and  this  he  plainly  compafled  by  having 
cut  off  all  the  other  reigning  princes  of  his  fanni- 
ly.  But  that  Clovis  had  other  views  regarding 
futurity  and  the  intereft  of  his  own  pofterity,  ap- 
pearsVqually  evident  from  the  above-mentioned 
chrcumftance  of  his  jealoufy  and  uneafmds  of 
mind  at  finding  that  fome  of  his  collaterals  of  the 
fame  family  had  efcaped  his  bloody  purfuits,  and 
.  ftill  furvived  the  maffacre  of  the  unhappy  hangs 
and  princes,  whofe  names  I  have  recited  as  they 
arc  recorded  by  our  author.  To  underftand  the 
nature  of  thcfe  remote  views  of  Clovis,  and  the 
caufe  of  his  jealous  apprehenfions  with  regard  to 
his  furviving  kinfmen,  wp  muft  firft  lay  down  and 
confider  fome  few  principles  and  ms^xims,  which 
were  of  conflitutipnal  force  and  national  obfcrv- 
ance,  amongft  the  Franks,  according  to  the  bcft 
accounts  we  have  of  their  anticnt  cuftoms  and 
manners,  fmce  their  firft  fcttlcment  in  Gaul. 

The  firft,  that  the  Franks  in  general,  divided 
as  they  were  into  different  tribes,  acknowledged 
but  oiie  royal  family,  out  of  which  each  tribe  of 
them  was  furniflied  with  a  king.  This  ma?im  of 
adhering  to  one  particular  royal  family  feems  to 
have  been  obfcrved  by  their  German  nations, 
yrhile  the  whole  aggregate  of  their  trib«  con- 
tinued to  form  but  one  national  body  or  confede- 
racy :  for  whenever  it  happened,  that  they  had 

cnurcly 
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entirely  feparated  fo  as  to  have  formed  themfclve? 
into  different  nations  *,  in  that  cafe^  they  alfo  had 
their  different  royal  families,  jn  which  the  regal 
fucceifion  was  perpetuated  whether  by  mere  electi- 
on or  otherwilc.  This  feems  very  apparent  from 
the  above  cited  account  of  the  difpofition  made  by 
Thcodpric,  the  fjrft  Oftrogothic  king  of  Italy 
with  regard  to  the  fucccflion  of  his  prown,  to 
which  he  preferred  his  grand  fon  Athalaric,  as  be* 
ing  the  fon  of  an  Oftrogothic  prince  by  his  fecond 
daughter,  before  Amalaric  his  other  grandfon, 
becaufe  his  father  )vas  a  Vifigoth,  tho*  his  mother 
was  his  eldeft  daughter  and  natural  heirefs;  that 
all  the  Franks,  however  feparated  into  different 
tribes,  acknowledged  but  one  royal  family  out  of 
which  they  received  their  kings,  appears  to  be  an 
undoubted  matter  of  fa£t  by  the  above  tragical 
relation  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  who  obferves  in 
ifcveral  places,  that  all  and  every  one  of  thofe 
JFrancic  kings,  who  had  been  murdered  by  Clovis, 
were  his  own  neareft  kinfmen  of  the  fame  blood  j 
what  he  himfelf  even  affcdted  to  mention  as  often 
as  the  pccafion  offered,  e(pecially  for  promoting 
his  own  encis.  In  another  paflage  of  the  fame 
author  anterior  to  his  account  of  that  bloody  fcenc 
which  wa?  adted  ^y  Cloyis,  he  exprefsly  mentions 
this  national  maxim  of  the  Franks  having  but 
one  royal  family  :  and  adds,  that  the  fame  (hould 
further  appear  in  the  fequel  by  the  hiftory  of  th? 
(aid  king's  conqucfts  (a). 

Another 

(a)  Tradunt  enlm  multi  cofdem,  Francos,  de  Pannonia 
{uitk  digrefibi.    Et  primuxh  quidem  litora  Rheni  amnis 

incoluifTe.: 
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Aao^iutr  n^xim  of  png  tfae 

pranks  was^  thftt  in  tl  and  co* 

Ionics  a  popular  eledtion  ii)  k|e|cp- 

1^9  up  tbs  regal  fucccff  Jffoncpf 

fijiprpmc.conimaod.  Iti  fT,Gurs 

plainly  cyprcffes  in  the  If,  ju?ta 

p9gos  yd  civ>tatc$  re|^ei  crmifle. 

jfVt  thofc  cledinjg  affcm!  ajr  cjioicc 

xnade  of  the  elc;£t^ed  prii  [)ol  only 

py  loud  jaccla.n:\fiiUons,  hqit  of 

bucklers  inftead  of  dru  thc«wf- 

torn  of  all  the  German^  la^g^^a■' 

jtion  w^s  per^rmed  on  the  fpot  l?y  r^ififljg  the 
cledtcd  king  upon  a  large  Ihield  in  fight  pt  the 
whole  affembly,  as  appears  by  theaboyi5,cite;d.e|c- 
ample  of  Qpyis,  y/hen  the  Ripuarian  Fwks 
chofe  him  as  their  fovc^ign  Jting,  after  Unifying 
;their  confent  and  apprqbaition  in  the  abovie-mcii- 
tioned  manner  by  jji  general  refound  hothof  ibcir 
voices  and  buokjers  C^),  Tl^is  fame  ceremony  of 
regal  inauguration  was  obferved  in  li|ce  m^pner  by 
the  Goths,  as  may  be  particularly  fcen  in  Qtf- 
Codore's  account  of  Vltigcs  fucceffor  of  Theoda^, 

the  huCband  of  the  unfortunate  A«n?^fc#^* 

A  third 

incoluiflc:  dehinc  iranfaap  Rheno,  Tongmm  tranfmeafle: 
ibique  juxta  pagos  vcl  civhates  Reges  crinitos.faper  fe  cre- 
pvifTe,  ,de. prima,  pt  ut  ita  dicam,  nobiliori  fuorumfamilia. 
Qgodpofteajprobatqmvid^oriaBGlodoy^chi  tradiderc,  idquc 
in  feqlienti  digeritnus.     Greg.  Tur.  hift.  lib.  z.  c.  9. 

(a)  Si  difplicuit  fcntentia,  ftcmitu  afpcmantur;  fin  p»- 
cuit,  fratncas  concutiunt ;  honoratifiimuai  Aflcnfus  geni^ 
.i^fl  arwis  laudare.  Tacit  de  Morib.  Germ.  cap.  ii; 

(h)  At  illi  ifta  audientes,  plaudentcs  tai»  palmis  quam 
Tocibos,  cum  clypeo  ercdlum  fuper  fc  ^egcm  .coxi|litu)^^' 
J6r6g.  Tor.  brft. Tib.  z.  cap.  40. 
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A  third  hational  miidm  of  the  Frattki  was^ 
thsit  \n  chufing  their  kings,  thdy  ftwwcd  no  parti^ 
cular  regard  to  any  right  that  may  bfc  elairii^d 
either  by  the  firft-bornof  thcfevtral  branches  of 
their  royaf  faiiiily,  or  by  th^  direfl  heir  of  tbe  laft 
rdgtiing  prince,  imlefi  he  wotc  otherwife  wdl  qua- 
lified; and  that  riiaturity  of  age  joined  with  mili- 
tiry  experience  and  perfonal  merit  in  any  prince  of 
the  regal  ftock,  i?^hatevibr  line  or  biranch  he  may 
be  of,  Wiere  the  quilificaiions  arid  conditions  that 
detei'mined  their  choic^^  as  being  pre-requifittSs  of 
indifpenfttbie  ncfceflity  in  the  pterfons  of  all  cottt- 
mandcra  of  military  ftates,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the 
Frateic  tribcS,  who  Were  generaH  jr  engaged  either 
inadefenfivc  or  ofFenfitre  war  with  their  neigh- 
bours, and  whpfe  king  feldom  difpfenfed  them* 
fclves  from  marching  agaitift  the  enemies  at  the 
bead  of  their  own  forces.    That  th6  Franks  al- 
lowed nd  particular  right  or  privilege  to  the  ifirft 
born  or  dh-ed  heir  in  the  order  of  lines  and  Wrthf, 
amongft  thd  fcVeral  princes  of  the  royal  liimily^ 
wc  (hall  find  demonftrablc  from  plain  matter  of 
ftift,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  fucccffioh  df 
(he  fohs  of  Clovis,  and  their  defcendanta.    N^y, 
from  fevcral  tiiftorical  fafts,  I  think  we  may  find 
room  to  doulM,  whether  it  was  the  general  fenle  df 
the  Fraidts  after  the  time  of  Glovis',  and  during 
the  firft  and  fecond  race  of  their  kings,  that  the 
reputed  heirs  of  the  crown  (hould  be  irilowed  anjf 
rigbi  either  of  power  or  prop^ty,  beyond  what 
may  jbe  ealkd  merely  prefumptivte  or  escpcdtativfc, 
before  they  came  to  fu<^  njaturity  of  age  as  tnay 
naturally  qualify  them  for  exercifing  the  fundtions 

af 
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of  the  regal  dignity.  Of  this  national  maxim  of 
the  Franks,  we  (hall  find  very  plain  veftiges  in 
their  hiftory,  traced  down  even  as  late  as  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fifteenth  century. 

As  to  the  maxim  of  allowing  no  particular 
right  to  the  fon  or  natural  heir  of  the  laft  reigning 
king,  the  real  obfervance  of  it  amongft  the  pri- 
mitive Franks  may,  I  think,  be  inferred  with  a 
good  (hare  of  evidence  from  the  mannner  in  which 
we  find  the  regal  fucceffion  carried  on  fromClodion 
the  firft  king  of  that  nation,  who  made  a  perma- 
nent fettlement  in  Gaul  down  to  Clodowic  or 
-  Clovis  who  was  his  third  fucceflTor,  and  the  firll 
founder  of  the  French  monarchy.  Clodion  after 
his  firft  fettlement  at  Difpargum  (a  caftle  near 
Tongcren,  or  Aduatuca  Tongrorum,  as  is  fup- 
pofed)  furprifed  and  po/TefTed  himfelf  of  Tournay 
and  Cambray  (d)  towards  the  year  445,  according 
to  the  computation  of  Sirmondus  and  Petavius. 
(r)  Meroveus  fuccceded  Clodion  towards  ihc 
year  448,  according  to  Profper's  Chronicle  :  and 
as  to  this  fuccefTor's  lineal  defcent,  fo  far  are  we 
from  being  grounded  to  think  him  iflTued  from 
Clodion,  that  by  the  cxpreflion  of  Gregory  of 
Tours,  we  arc  left  in  a  doubt,  whether  he  was  even 
of  the  fame  particular  line  or  branch  of  the  royal 
family  (/).   Mczaray  is  of  opinion,  tbatMerovcus 

was 

(^  Greg.  Tor.  hht  Jib.  2.  cap,  9.    Gdl.  Fraat.  cap.  J. 
Duchefiie,  torn.  i.  p.  699.    Vit.  Rem.  Duch.  P0.1.  p. 5^4. 
{f)  oirmondus  m  notis  ad  Sidoxuuca. 
l7)  Pctavius  Rat  temp.  lib.  6. 
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vfas  the  guardian  of  Clodion's  two  Tons,  whofe 
names  he  fuppofes  to  be  Oodobaud  and  Clodomir. 
As.  to  the  opinion  of  fome  writers^  that  Meroveus 
was  that  young  prince,  fon  of  a  king  of  the 
Franks,  whom  Prifcus  Rhetor  (g)  mentions  to 
have  feen  at  Rome  towards  the  year  450,  from 
whence  they  conclude,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  king 
Clodion,  the  inconfiftcncy  of  it  is  plainly  de- 
monftrated  by  Abbot  Dubos,  vol.  ii.  p.  86. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  fecond  fucceflbr  of 
Clodion,  who  was  Childcric  the  fon  of  Meroveus, 
the  firft  account  we  have  of  his  life  is,  that  the 
Franks,  who  were  his  father's  fubjedlsi  banilhed 
him  out  of  their  territories  for  the  excefs  of  his 
debaucheries :  and  that  far  from  allowing  him  any 
inherent  right  of  fucccffion,  as  being  the  fon  of 
their  laft  king,  they  elected  Egidius  the  Roman 
military  commander  of  Gaul  (i)  as  their  fole  king 
and  fovereign ;  who  continued  to  reign  over  them, 
even  after  Childeric  was  recalled,  and  reigned  al* 
ways  in  good  underftanding  with  him  according  to 
the  fame  hiftorian,  who  plainly  gives  us  to  under- 
ftand,  that  they  fought  in  concert  with  each  other 
againft  the  Vifigoths  and  the  Saxons,  the  latter 
being  commanded  by  their  Adoagrius,  near  Or- 
leans in  the  year  464  (/*)•    And  for  further  evi- 
dence that  the  Franks,  who  were  fubjcdts  of  Clo- 
dion and  Meroveus,  chofe  their  kings  without  any 

regard 

(g)  Prifcus  in  Bxcerd.  legai.  p.  36. 

(^)  Denique  Franci  hoc  ejedo»  E^ldium  ilium  qucm  fupe  ^ 
riui  Magiftrum  militum  a  Kepublica  miiTum  diximus,  iibi 
unanimiter  in  Regem  adfctfcant.  Creg.Tur.  hid  lib.  1.  c.  1 1 . 

(1)  Greg.  Tur.  hift.  Ub.  z.  cap.  it.  fid.  Abbot  Subo^ 
vol.  a.  p.  3>^* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


352  t)lS»fekTAtldNS   6W  TttE 

regard  to  the  particular  heirs  6r  iffue  6(  thcit  taft 
reigning  kings,  weliave  fcen  in  the  above  hiftory 
of  Clodowic'fi  murdering  ejctirpation  o^  all  his 
nearell  coufms,  that  in  hid  time,  Ragnaearius^one 
6f  thofe  unfortunate  princes,  was  king  of  Cam- 
bray,  a  part  of  Clodion's  conq\aefts,  asCararic  m 
of  another  part;  neither  of  the  tWo  being  the  ^ 
fon^  either  Clodion  or  MerbveuS;  while  Chil- 
deric  the  fon  of  the  latter  was  only  king  of  Tour- 
nay,  a  fmall  ftiare  of  the  faid  conquefts  of  Clodion, 
and  which  was  likewife  the  only  inheritance,  or 
rather  the  military  benefice  of  Ciovis  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign,  as  (hall  hereafter  be  more 
particularly  cbfervcd. 

Through  the  clear  medium  of  the  preceding 
natibnal  maxims  of  the  Franks,  we  may  plainly 
difcerii  all  thofe  views  and  motives  of  Ciovis, 
tvhich  regarded  futurity  in  his  horrid  and  unna^ 
tural  plan  of  cutting  off  all  his  collateral  kinfmen 
of  the  royal  family.  That  ambitious  king  wanted 
to  enfure  ttie  fucccffion  of  his  crown  and  dominions 
to  his  ON^  n  fons  and  their  defccildants.  From  his 
knowledge  of  the  general  maxims  and  laws  of  the 
i«'ranks,  aS  above  explained,  he  was  well  con- 
vinced that  every  prince  of  the  fame  blood,  what- 
ever line  or  branch  he  may  be  of,  had  as  good  a 
chance  and  cxpedative  right  to  the  faid  fucccffion^ 
its  his  own  fofts  or  their  offspring.  He  forefaw 
that  in  the  fame  mariner,  and  by  the  fame  law 
that  the  conquefts  or  acquifition  of  Clodion  and 
Mcroveus  were  divided  between  fcveral  collaferal 
*kinftttfen  6f  thiS  fame  family  whhortit  allowing  art/ 
jwJifiuktor  eKclmfivc  right  to  tlie  fons  or  natural 
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heirs  of  thofe  two  l^ngs ;  (o  may  his  new  acqui* 
fitions  be  difpofed  of  after  his  deaths  in  favour  of 
fuch  princes  as  the  feVeral  tribes  of  Franks  whom 
he  had  brought  under  his  fubjoflion,  mi^ht  judge 
moft  deferving  of  their  refpeftive  crowns  and  go« 
vernments,  without  allowing  of  any  prior  right 
that  his  fons  nwy  claim  from  the  merit  of  their 
fathcr^s  conqucfts.  Clovis  was  likewife  fenfible^ 
that  if  he  (hould  happen  to  die  before  all  his  fons 
had  arrived  at*  the  maturity  of  age  that  was  re* 
quired  in  fovereign  commanders  according  to  the 
national  law  of  the  Pranks ;  any  of  them  that 
were  found  deficient  in  that  refpedt  could  not  have 
the  leaft  chance  to  fuccced  him  in  any  (hare  of  his 
conquefts  in  quality  of  a  king,  while  there  re* 
mained  any  other  prince  of  the  royal  family,  who 
by  his  age  and  military  experience  had  been  qua- 
lified to  exercife  the  fundtions  of  the  fupreme 
command. 

It  was  to  remove  thofe  feveral  caufes  of  danger 
and  uncertainty  with  regard  to  the  future  ftate  of 
his  fons,  that  Clovis  conceived,  and  almoft  com« 
pleatly  e^cuted  the  horrid  defign  of  cutting  off 
all  thofe  of  his  kinfmen,  from  whom  and  their 
offspring  he  had  room  to  apprehend.an  oppofitlon 
not  only  to  his  own  aggrandizement,  but  alfo  to 
the  future  efiablilhment  and  regal  fucceifion  of  his 
fons  and  pofterity.  Clovis  however  had  not  long 
enjoyed  the  dominions  and  treafures  of  his  muf* 
dered  kinfmen,  when  he  was  called  to  an  account 
before  the  great  Judge  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age, 
juft  after  he  had  finiChed  that  bloody  work,4is  ap- 
pears by  the  plain  words  of  Gregory  of  "Tours, 
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Mt  the  clofe  of  his  hiftorical  recital  of  that  trage- 
dy (a) ;  but  as  to  what  that  ambitious  king  had 
promifed  himfelf  from  that  violent  expedient  in 
favour  of  his  fons  5  it  had  indeed  fo  far  its  dcfired 
cfFea  with  regard  to  them,  that  they  were  thereby 
left  at  full  liberty  to  poflcfs  themfelves  of  all  their 
father's  dominions,  which  they  divided  between 
them  with  common  confent  and  without  controul, 
nt  lead  without  any  efledhial  oppofition  at  that 
time  from  thofe  weak  remains  of  the  royal  family, 
who  had  efcaped  the  general  maflfacre. 

Another  circumllance  was  indeed  very  particu- 
larly conducive  to  the  peaceable  fettlement  of  the 
fons  of  Clovis,  as  it  had  been  likewife  moft  effec- 
tually favourable  to  himfelf  in  all  his  undertakings 
for  the  enlargement  of  his  dominions.  The 
drcumftance  I  point  at,  was  the  intereft,  which 
the  bifliops,  and  all  the  orthodox  Chriftians  of 
Caul  had  in  oppofing  fome  powerful  barrier  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  arms  ai^d  oppreflions  both  of  the 
Burgundiansand  the  Vifigoths,  whofe  kings  were 
not  only  zealous  votaries  and  defenders  of  the 
Arian  hercfy,  but  alfo  profefied  and  violent  ene- 
mies of  all  the  true  believers  of  the  divinity  of 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  Evarix  or  Euric  the 
Vifigothic  monarch,  murderer  of  his  own  brother 
and  predeceflbr  Theoderic  the  Second,  and  for 
fome  time  a  cotemporary  of  Clovis  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  (hewed  himfelf  the  moft  fanguine 

of 

(a)  Hif  tranfaais;  apud  Parifios  oWit . . .  migravit  autcm 
poft  Vogladenfe  bellum  anno  quinto :  fiicruntque  omncs 
dies  rcgnt  ejus  triginta  anni ;  stas  tou  quadragiata  quiB- 
que  anni*    Greg.  Tur.  lib.  a.  cap.  43. 
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of  all  others  in  carrying  on  the  antichriftian  work 
oif  cruelly  perfecuting  the  Catholics  in  general. 
"  The  inferior  clergy  he  committed  to  clofe  con- 
"  fincment ;  of  the  bifhops  he  exiled  many,  and 
**  put  others  to  death  5  thofe  of  the  laity  who 
"  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  oppofing  the  pro- 
"grcfs  of  his  herefy,  he  ordered  to  be  be- 
"headed;  and  for  fupprefling  all  Catholic 
**  communion  of  public  prayers,  he  nailed 
*'up  the  churches  aqd  all  places  of  divine 
"worlhip  (b).''  I  only  tranflatc  the  words  of 
Gregory  of  Tours:  An  earlier  writer  than  Gre- 
gory, I  mean  the  celebrated  Sidonius  Apollinaris 
bilhop  of  Claifmont  in  Auvergne,  one  of  our 
moft  noted  Chriftian  poets,  in  a  letter  he  writes 
about  the  year  475,  to  Bafilius  fuppofed  to  be  the 
bHhq)  of  Aix,  concerning  thofe  perfecutions  of 
Evarix,  efjpecially  againft  the  Catholic  Uftiops, 
after  obferving  to  his  friends  that  that  king  (hewed 
himfelf  not  more  intent  upon  enlarging  his  domi- 
nions^  than  propagating  his  herefy  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  Catholic  religion  in  thofe  countries,  wherein 
he  had  eftablilhcd  his  military  command,  con- 
cludes with  this  remark,  that  upon  the  whole  of 
his  conduft  it  would  feem  doubtful,  whether  he 
^ould  rather  be  confidered  as  the  king  of  his 
nation,  than  as  the  chief  of  his  feft.  A  Iharp 
but  juft  reflcdlion  worthy  of  the  great  Apollinaris^ 
A  a  2  and 

(b)  Hujus  tempore  Evarix  Rex  Gothorum  excedcns . . . 
tnincabat  pailim  perverfitati  fuse  non  conientiences.  Cleri- 
cos  carceribus  fubigcbat.  Sac^dotcs  vero^  (Epifcopou  fc.) 
^os  dabat  exilio,  alios  gladio  trucidabac :  Nam  et  ipfos 
jjcrorum  templorum  aditus  fpinis  juffcrat  oKfrari.  Grtg. 
Tur.  hift.  Kb.  a.  c.  aj J  ^ 
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and  riot  lefs  becoming  his  Chriftilan  2eal  as  ft 
.  biftiop,  th^n  his  judgment  and  experience  as  a 
ft^tdfman  *.  Happy  for  both  the  temporal  and 
fpiritual  peace  of  mankind  in  our  days,  that  the 
kings  of  the  prcfent  age  are  fo  well  advifcd  and 
inftruded  by  the  hiftofy  of  paft  tiines,  as  to  (hew 
thcmfelves  much  more  ambitious  of  the  charafter 
cff  juft  and  wife  rulers,  than  that  of  either  pro- 
pagatiftg  their  own  reKgion,  or  perfcciltlng  the 
fdllowers  of  any  other,  were  it  even  of  riic  lateft 


growth. '* 

But  to  return  to  Clovis  and  the  views  of  the 
orthodox  Chriftians  of  Gaul  with  regard  to  hira» 
that  prince,  who  fucceeded  his  father  at  the  time 
diofe  Vifigothic  and  Burgundian  kings  were  thus 
carrying  on  their  perfecutions  a^inft  the  catholics, 
was  but  a  mere  Pagan  in  point  of  religion,  free  in 
the  mean  time  from  iA\  difpofitions  of  quarrtlfing 
with  the  Chriftians  on  the  fcore  of  their  religion, 
while  his  heathenifli  priefts  were  equdly  remote 
from  formmg  any  claim  or  pretenfions  to  poffcfs 
thcmfelves  of  the  Catholic  churches  or  their 
revenues ;  wWch  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  of 
flie  Arian  dergy.  Thofe  were  ftrong  motives  for 
the  orthodox  Chriftians  of  Gaul  to  favour  the 
prbgrefs  of  Clodowic's  arms,  and  to  facilitate  in 
,  ailrefpefts  the  cncr^afe  of  his  power,  whereby  he 
may  be  able  to  balance,  if  not  check  that  of  the 

perfecuting 

•  ^donms  was  the  fon  of  a  Praetorian  PrefcA  of  Gaoli 
ttndcr  tte  emperor  Honorius ;  he  was  made  Prefc6lor  go- 
vernor of  Rome  by  the  emperor  Athemiuf»  who  after- 
wards created, htm  a  Patrician,  sUid  was  fubfequently  eiD- 
pTojed  upon  diitfcrent  eik^baSies  of  great  importance^ 
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pcrfecuting  kings  abovementioned.  5ut  befide  this 
motive,  the  Catholic  clergy  muft  like  wife  have 
corifidered  and  forcfeeii,  that  Clovis  bein^  but  a 
fimple  and  unprejudiced  Heathen,  may  be  more 
cafily  conve^rted  to  the  orthodox  faith  of  Chrift, 
than  thofe  Arian  kings  hardened  and  obftiriate  as 
they  wjsrfe  in  their  herefy,  and  violently  prejudiced 
at  the  fame  time  againft  the  Catholics.  '  Subic- 
4uent  events  proved  the  wifdom  and  (bund judg- 
ment of  the  Catholic  clergy  on  this  occalion. 
Clovis  became  a  convert  to  the  orthodox  faitli ; 
and  Gundeband  the  Burgundian  king,  notwit|i* 
Handing  the  confufion  he  had  received  at  feeing 
feme  of  hisableft  divines  convinced  and  converted 
by  the  conference  of  bifliops,  M^hich  he  agreed  to 
be  held  at  Lyons  in  his  prefence,  {a)  remained 
obdurate  to  the  end  of  his  life :  though  being  at 
laft  convinced  of  the  errors  of  Arianifm,  he  offer* 
ed  to  abjure  it  in  a  private  manner ;  but  a  public 
abjuration  being  infilled  on  by  Avitus  the  bilhop 
of  Vienne  on  the  Rhone,  that  unhappy  king  died 
in  his  herefy  and  fins,  Antioqhus-like,  againft  tihe 
light  of  truth,  the  inward  conviftipn  of  His  iniod* 
and  the  preffing  dictates  of  his  confcience  (^),  / 

Abbot  Dubos,  after  explaining  and  fetting  for^h 
in  a  very  advantageous  light  thofe  views  and  e^- 
peftations  of  the  Catholics  of  Gaul  with  regard 
to  Clovis,  confidently  infers  from  the  tenor  of  a 
letter,  which  Remigius  bifliop  of  Rheims  wrote  to 
that  prince  foon  after  his  acceffion  (as  that  author 

thinks) 

{a)  Collatio  Epifcojp.  coram  Rege  Gundebasdo  in  op^. 
Grcg.Tur.  p.  1322. 
(*J  Greg.  Tur.  Hift.  \ibiz. 
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thinks)  to  the  throne  of  the  Salian  Franks  efta- 
bliftied  at  Tournay,  that  the  bKhpp^  and  chief 
citizens  of  thofc  provinces  of  Gaul  which  were 
ftill  faithfully  obedient  to  the  Romaic  empire,  took 
upon  them  to  inveft  Cloyi?  with  the  digpi^  of 
Magifter  Milituoi,  or  chief  commander  of  the 
Roman  army  in  the  faid  provinces:  a^pring  thenn- 
felves,  as  it  ipay  be  fuppofed,  that  the  oriental 
emperor  ^non,  when  ii^ormed  of  the  pre0iqg 
exigencies  of  their  a^airs^  would  approve  and 
ratify  that  mcafure,  as  th^y  h^d  judged  it  of  ex* 
treme  neoeffity  both  for  their  own  fiUety  and  the 
intereft  of  the  Catholic  relig^oq.  But  how  (hall 
we  reconcile  this  inference  in  all  its  circumftances 
with  the  plain  context  of  that  letter,  ^d  efpecially 
with  its  preamble,  wherein  the  writer  grounds  his 
congratulatory  compliment  to  Clovis  upon  a  bare 
report  ?  Remigius,  who  for  the  fandtity  of  his  life 
as  well  as  the  luflre  and  antiquity  of  his  fee,  w^s 
univerfally  refpedted  in  his  time^  as  if  he  had  been 
properly  the  diief  or  primate  of  all  the  hifliops 
of  Gault  could  not  but  ^ave  had  f\irer  infqrmation 
than  that  of  mere  rumour  or  hearfay  of  what 
jnay  regard  the  military  dignity  Clovis  i;  fuppofed 
to  have  been  invcfted  with,  if  it  really  had  bc^n 
conferred  on  hiqfi  either  by  the  bi(hop§  and  pWcf 
citizens  of  thofc  obeying  provinces  of  paul  for 
the  intereft  of  their  religion,  or  by  the  emperor 
Zenon  at  their  reqommeiidation  and  requeft ;  the 
biftiop  of  Rheim?  being  the  moft  eminent  of  all 
thofe  prelates,  arid  not  Icfs  intercfted  in  that  or 
any  other  meafure  of  common  concern^  n(iuft 
doubtlef?  have  been  confulted  by  them  upon  fuch 
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an  occafion :  at  leaft,  neither  their  own  refolution 
in  favour  of  Clovis^  nor  their  negociation  with  the  ' 
emperor  to  the  fame  end,  could  have  efcaped  the 
knowledge  of  Remigius,  whofe  penetration  and 
judgment  was  equal  to  his  zeal  for  the  Catholic 
caufe,  and  confequently  for  promoting  every  mea*  r 
fure  that  may  tend  to  its  profperity. 

The  obvious  and  natural  fenfe  of  that  letter 
imports  indeed,  that  Remigius  makes  his  compli* 
ments  to  Clovis  upon  the  common  report  of  his 
having  taken  in  bind  the  adminiftration  of  the 
nMlitary  charge,  which  was  attached  to  his  benefice 
confiftingof  the  city  of  Tournay  and  its  annexed 
territories ;  and  gives  him  at  the  fame  time  very 
falutary  advices  for  his  juft  and  fuccefsful  condu^ 
in  that  adminiftration ;  fuch  as  in  the  firft  place  to 
take  care,  that  his  faid  military  benefice  (hould  not 
be  defiled  with  exactions ;  and  in  the  ^xt,  to 
honour  and  refpedt  the  bifhops  of  his  diftrifts, 
affuring  him,  that  while  he  kept  in  good  under* 
Handing  and  harmony  with  the  Catholic  prelates, 
be  may  promife  himfclf  all  forts  of  facilities  and 
foccefs  in  the  execution  of  bis  office.  The  reader 
is  to  take  notice,  that  thofe  military  benefices,  as 
it  hath  been  obfcrved  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
were  granted  by  the  Roman  emperors  as  the  di* 
pend  or  pay  of  the  foldiery,  and  their  com* 
manders ;  and  the  feveral  nations  and  tribes  of 
barbarians,  who  in  the  declining  ftate  of  the  em» 
pire  were  employed  as  auxiliary  troops  during  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  had  certain  territories 
aiBgned  to  them  as  their  military  benefices,  wherein 
though  at  firft  they  had  only  the  right  of  receiving 
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w  purt  6f  the  ftatb-reVenues,  aik)  the  firuite  of 
fome  lands  m  the  hire  of  their  ferVioe^  without 
the  leaft  power  or  part  in  the  civil  adminifiFatiofl^ 
they  ufurped  by  degrees  both  the  civil  and  the 
military  power^  atid  thus  affumifig  at  laft  all  the 
rights  of  fovereignty,  eredtd  themfelves  assh- 
folute  and  independent  kings :  what  foon  oco^ 
fmned  the  utter  fubveriton  of  the  occidental  tm^ 
pire. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  gradual  Qfurpationa 
upon  the  rights  of  that  dedining  date  ^  when  an; 
tribe  of  thofe  barbarians  infatiably  defirous  aa 
they  were  of  enlacing  their  quarters,  furprifed 
and  poffcffed  ^hemfelves  of  fome  neighbouring 
pc^s  or  cities  occupied  by  B^oman  troops,  the 
weak  and  embarrafled  emperors  generally  kmi 
tBemfelves  under  the  neceffity  pf  patiently  bcarii^ 
with  thtffe  infuUs  and  fufiering  fuch  ufurped  poA 
feffions  to  pafs  under  the  name  of  military  bene? 
fices,  afligned  to  thofe  rapacious  mercenaries:  thus 
f:ontenting  theitofelves  with  Ac  bare  form  of  favr 
ing  appearances.    It  was  doubtlefs  in  tbisfenfe, 
and  agreeably  to  this  fotxn^  that  Rcm^gius  in  his 
letter  to  Clovis,  calls  his  fcttlenicnts  m  and  about 
the  city  of  Tovirnay  by  the  n^^me  of  his  military 
benefice  under  the  Roman  emperor  y  tbo'  he  well 
kn^w  at  tHe  fame  time,  that  they  had  been  illegsUy 
acquire^  by  Clodipn,  who  had  forcibly  poflfeflM 
hittofeff  of  that  city  and  its  territories^  even  in  an 
open  hoftile  mangier. 

the  chiefs  of  thofe  barbarian  ifrtbcs  h^^'^S 
thus  ufurped  all  fupreme  power  over  the  RonW 
citizens  of  the  diftrift$or  provinces^  whidi  p*^ 
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Tinder  the  ntme  of  their  military  benefice^  whil« 
tb^.  alfo  aflumed  the  right  of  commanding  fuch 
of  the  Roman  foldiery  as  happened  to  have  bee^ 
pofted  within  their  adjacent  quarterst  made  it 
their  particular  bufmefi  at  the  iame:  time  to  rQ- 
ccmcile  the  commandera  of  thofe  fame  Romao 
eitiatena  and  foldiers  to  their  refpefltlve^  perlbna 
and  government ;  jud^ng  fuch  a  conduft  tovardi 
them  to  be  highly  expedient  for  their  own  perfenal 
intcrcft^  as  itenfured  them  their  favour  and  cone 
currence  in  time  of  need  toward  maintaining  tbemr 
feWesin  the  fupreme  command  of  their  refpefUve 
tribes ;  the  candidates  or  preCumplive  fueoeObra 
obferved  m  like  manner  an  obliging  behaviour 
towards  the  Roman  citizens  and  foldiery  for  their 
own  future  intereft ;  and  thofe  intereftM  viewa 
of  tfacBarbarian  chiefs  ferved  to  alleviate inibnae 
meafure  the  weight  and  barbarity  of  their  yoke. 
All  the  judicious  readers  of  the  hiftories  of  thofc 
barbarian  wars  and  ufurpations  on  the  RjCMnao 
empire,  will  find  the  preceding  remarks  plainly 
grounded  upon  hiftorical  fa£ks. 

But  to  return  to  the  congratulating  letter  of 
Remigius  to  Clovis  or  Clodouric.  I  think  it  per*» 
tinent  to  the  fubje£t  in  hand  to  obferve^  that  as 
the  faid  l^ter  preTcrves  no  date,  fo  I  find  nothing 
^n  the  obfervations  made  thereupon  by  Abbot 
pubos,  from  which  I  may  well  afiure  myfelf  of 
its  having  been  writtei^to  that  prince  fo  foon  after 
hisfather*s  death,  or  while  he  was  of  fo  mature 
an  age  as  is  fuppofed  by  that  teamed  writer }  if  po 
numerical  error  has  crept  into  that^pailkge  of 
Gregory  of  Tours  hiflory,  wherein  he  iets  down 
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the  yetrs  of  Qodowic's  ragn^  and  hU  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  aifigning  diirty  ta  the  foma^ 
and  forty-five  to  the  latter;  it  fojlows  indeed, 
that  he  had  begun  to  reign  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
This  if  we  fuppofeaa  a  matter  of  fad,  and  grant 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  adminillration  attributed 
to  Clovia  in  Eemi^us'a  letter,  waa  really  exercifed 
by  Hy  pfo  very  foon  after  his  father's  death,  u  it 
is  pretended  by  the  above  named  writer ;  it 
would  plainly  follow/  that  the  national  ma»m  of 
the  Franks,  requiring  maturity  of  age  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  regal  power  or  foverdgn  military 
command,  was  eimer  difpenfed  with,  or  violated  in 
favour  of  Clovis,  or  cMe,  that  the  reality  of  fuch  a 
maxim  has  been  fuppofed  without  fufficientfoun- 
dadbn.  As  to  the  real  obfervance  of  fuch  a 
national  maxfan  amongft  the  Franks,  it  is  what 
I  hope  I  (hall  produ<;e  fuch  further  proofs  of  in 
the  fequel,  as  may  give  full  fatisfa£tion  to  theim^ 
partial  reader  i  nor  is  there  any  fort  of  neceflity 
to  admit  of  the  fuppofition  founded  upon  the 
letter  of  Remigius»  inafmuch  as  it  bears  no  date, 
as  I  have  already  obferved.  In  a  word,  if  the 
military  adminiftration  attributed  tp  Clovis  by  the 
venerable  bifliop  of  Rheims  was  of  a  regal  or 
fovereign  nature  in  any  fenfe  or  refpedt,  as  it  really 
mud  have  been  with  regard  to  the  Franks  of  his 
own  tribe  and  military  benefice ;  far  firom  having 
any  grounds  to  fuppofe,  that  that  prince  was  in- 
vefied  with  it,  at  lead  with  the  approbation  of  his 
own  national  fubje£ts,  before  he  came  to  a  fluent 
maturity,  we  have  rather  the  moft  cogent  reafons 
to  fuppofe  the  contrary. 
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As  to  Ae  munber  of  yf  ■!  i  ilJgp'H  hf  Gregory 
of  Tours  to  the  reign  of  Clovis  at  the  time  o( 
bisdeadi,  which  beins  deducted  out  of  his  whok 
age,  would  have  fixed  its  bqpnniflg  immediately 
aJFter  his  fifteenth  year ;  that  hiftcmany  If  the  com* 
putation  attributed  to  him  be  free  from  error, 
mud  buve  fuppofed^  according  to  the  common 
notion,  that  Clovis  began  to  reign  as  foon  as  his 
father  had  refigned  his  laft  breath :  in  the  fame 
manner  that  the  rdgns  of  the  fubfequent  kings  of 
France  were  computed  from  the  deceafe  of  their 
immediate  predeceifors :  though  it  is  very  certain,^ 
that  until  the  time  of  Charles  the  fifth,  or  rather 
that  of  his  fon  Charles  the  fixth  in  the  year  1405, 
none  of  them  can  be  faid  to  have  reigned  efiedu- 
ally,  ut)til  they  hadattained  thet  wenty-fecond  year 
of  their  age*  ds  (hall  hereafter  be  explained  and 
proved.  At  the  fame  time4  cifnnot  but  conceive 
a  ftrong  fufpicion  of  fome  error  having  crept  into 
Grcgory^js  fuppofed  account  of  the  years  of  Clo- 
dowic's  reign,  and  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ; 
bccaufe  I  cannot  fee,  how  it  may  be  reafonably 
reconciled  with  an  undoubted  hiftorical  fadk, 
which  is  related  by  the  fame  author  in  that  very 
part  of  his  hiftory .  After  mentioning  the  death 
of  Clodowic,  and  the  partition  Which  his  four  fons 
made  between  them  of  all  bis  dominions^  he  in- 
forms us^  that  Thiery  pthcrwife  Thepdoric,  had 
then  a  fon  called  Theodebert,  who  was  already  of 
fuch  a  maturity  of  age^  as  rendered  him  capable 
of  fervingthe  ft^te  {a).  And  what  confirms  this 
charadtcr  of  that  young  prince,  our  faid  hiftorian 
relating  the  immediate  confequences  of  Clodowic  s 

death 
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Digitized 


by  Google 


(^ 


|<4  ^;JS:S;EI^TATION$  ON  T|IE. 

death  (ah  ereiit,  which  muft  naturally  have  en. 
CQuraged  th^  neighbouring  powers  to  invade  the 
Eranco-Qallic  dominions)  feu  forth,  that  Cocbi- 
VifiioH^  I&ing  of  the  Danes,  bayipg  0)^4^  ^  ^efce^t 
on  the  coafts  of  Theodoric's'^ingdom  at  the 
head  <^  all  his  forces,  tranfported  from  Denmark 
i^  a  very  numerous  fleet,  the  latter  loft  no  time  in 
^sarching  away  a  powerful  ai^d  Ayeji  provided  body 
of  land-forces  under  the  command  of  hjs  fon 
Thepdebert,  ordering  at  the  fame  time  his  fleet  to 
i(leer  towards  the  invaded  coaft,  to  be  cocpmanded 
\(y  the  faye  prince  at  the  plaqe  of  action.  Thco- 
debertuf  proved  himfclf  worthy  of  fo  important 
a  command,  ^e  not  pnly  defeated,  but  kiUed  the 
Panifli  king  at  the  head  of  hys  land-fcMroes  ^  be 
then  embarked,  engaged,  beat,  and  difperfed  the 
panilh  fleet,  brought  back,  and  reftored  to  the 
owners  all  the  fpoils  which  had  been  carriec^  off  by 
thofe  piratical  invaders,  and  returned  compicatly 
vi£korious  both  by  fea  and  land. 

Now  as  to  the  age  of  Thepdebertus  at  the 
tinie  he  atchieved  this  glorious  exploit,  which  Ab- 
bot Dubos  refers  to  the  yejar  512,  if  Clovis  was 
but  forty-five  years  old,  when  he  died  a  few 
months  before  in  the  year  51 1,  we  muft  necefla- 
rily  fuppofe,  that  his  grandibn  Theodebertuscould 
not  then  have  furpaffed  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth 
year  of  his  age-,  and  by  allowing  that  prince  even 
this  fmall  number  of  years,  when  he  gave  thofe 
fignal  proofs  of  his  military  capacity,  Theodoric 
cannot  be  allowed  more  than  fifteen  years  when  he 
begat  Theodebert,  nor  confequently  could  Clovis 
be  of  a  more  mature  age,  when  he  had  Theodoric 
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Now  that  Theodoric  would  have  committed  an 
expedition  of  fo  much  \tn  portance  as  the  repelling  ' 

a  formidable  ihvafion  to  the  condudt  of  a  youth 
of  only  fourteea  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  feems  to 
me  a  fuppofition  that  cannot  be  reconcUec|  wjth 
the  maxims  of  common  prudence,  much  lefs  with 
thofe  of  (late-government,  even  had  that  young 
commander  been  affifled  by  experienced  officers* 
Being  veftcd  with  the  fupreme  command  over 
thofe  officers,  the  flights  of  youth  might  have  led 
him  to  dired  their  operations  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
might  be  attended  with  woeful  confequcnces.  1 
muft  therefore  conclude,  that  Theodebertus  was 
of  a  more  mature  age,  when  he  was  entrufted 
with  that  important  connnand,  and  confequently^ 
that  his  grandfather  Clodowic  muft  have  been  of 
a  more  advanced  age,  than  that  of  forty-five  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  but  a  few 
months  before  this  exploit  of  Theodebertus.  As 
to  the  reft,  the  latjer  fuppofition,  which  is  a  neccf- 
lary  confequence  of  the  former,  I  mean  that  of 
Clovis  and  Theodoric  becoming  fathers  each  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  at  moft,  is  remarkably  repug- 
nant to  the  national  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the 
Germans ;  whofe  long  continence  is  fo  particularly 
taken  notice  of  by  Caefar  and  Tacitus,  that  amoi^ 
the  young  folks  of  that  nation,  the  former  ob- 
ferves,  it  was  looked  upon  as  the  greateft  fcandal 
and  diflipnour  to  any  man  to  know  womankind 
before  the  age  of  twenty.  And  the  latter  jre- 
marks  in  general  of  the  whole  nation,  that  both 
thdr  men  and  women  obferved  ftrid  continenos 
to  a  very  mature  age.    Of  the  advantages  of 
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trUch  maxim  thofe  writers  have  ^vcn  us  i 
moft  natural  and  beautiful  explication.  For 
the  feveral  reafons  now  alledged,  I  canndt  bnt 
fuTpe^  an  error  in  the  computation  of  the  age 
affigned  to  Clovis  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
confequently  of  that  which  he  is  dinted  to  at  his 
acceifion  to  the  fovereign  command^  fuppofingbis 
rdgn  to  be  of  thirty  years. 

But  however  Ihort  or  long  Qodowic's  reign  and 
age  may  have  been  at  the  time  of  his  death; 
cestcus  it  is,  that  his  four  fbns,  unrivaled  as  they 
were  left  through  their  father's  general  maflaae 
of  all  his  collateral  kinfinen  of  any  note  or  power^ 
divided  his  dominions  between  them,  without 
controul  or  oppofition,  according  to  the  exprefs 
accounts  of  Gregory  of  Tours  and  Agathias. 
And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  we  find  one 
material  part  of  the  old  conftitution  both  of  the 
Franks  and  other  Germanic  nations  very  plainly 
and  remarkably  preferved  by  the  fons  of  Clovis 
in  the  partition  they  made  of  their  father's  domi- 
nions :  I  mean  the  law  of  Mak-Gavd  by  the 
rule  of  exa£t  equality  of  (hares,  as  amongft  the 
oldirilb.  Both  Gregory  of  Tours  and  Agathias 
are  v<ry  exprefs  as  to  this  rule  of  equality  in  the 
partition  made  by  the  fons  of  Clovis.  And  we 
find  in  Gregory's  account  of  the  Burgundian 
princes,  that  the  four  (bns  of  Gunderic,  viz.  Gun- 
debandus,  GodegifiUus,  Gundemarus,  and  Chil- 
pericus  divided  their  father's  dominions  and  riches 
between  them  according  to  the  fame  rule  of  equ«* 
lity.  In  like  manner  was  the  kingdom  of  Theo- 
baldus  grandfon  of  Theodoric  fon  of  Clovis 
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divided  between  his  twogrand-unclea,  Gildebertui 
and  Clothariusy  in  the  year  ssS'  And  To  was  that 
of  Caribertus,  eldeft  Ton  of  the  faid  Clothariua^ 
ihared  equally  between  his  three  brothers  in  $66. 
Thus  aire  had  Thcodcbertus  the  fon  of  Theo* 
doric^.  and  his  two  uncles  Childebertus  and  Clo« 
tharius  divided  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy  after 
the  defeat  and  death  of  its  king  Gundemar  in  the 
year  534.  From  all  which  inftances  we  may  con- 
clude, that  this  law  of  tgual  Gavel  was  a  confti- 
tutional  maxim  common  to  all  the  tribes  of  thofe 
Gernuinic  nations. 

This  national  ufage  of  gaveling  the  domi- 
nions of  the  French  crown  between  the  fons  w 
co-heirs  of  the  laft  poffeflbr,  has  been  conftantly 
obferved  during  the  firft  and  fecond  race  of  their 
kings,  and  that  without  any  particular  regard 
to  the  firft  born  or  direct  heir  beyond  the 
reft  of  the  brothers  or  co-partners.  Hence 
it  is,  that  the  learned  and  judicious  author  of  the 
late  chronological  abridgment  of  the  French 
hiftory  obferves  (a)^  that  during  the  courfe  of 
thofe  races  of  the  French  kings,  the  crown  was 
enjoyed  by  the  defcendantsofClovis  and  Pepin  in 
their  refpkttve  times,  according  to  the  law  of 
equal  partition,  and  without  allowing  any  particu* 
lar  right  or  preference  to  the  firft  born  or  dire£k 
heir.    In  the  partition  or  gavel  made  between  th^ 

fons 

(a)  Ptndaat  touts  la  premiere  rsce.  Is  Couronse  fut  por* 
tU  par  lei  Defceadani  de  C1oyIi»  a  la  verity  (ani  drolc  d* 
aineiTe  et  avec  partage :  elle  fut  poflede^  de  mSine  foui  la 
dettxieiae  race  par  lei  Bofaiu  de  Pfpia»  Af*  Abreg * 
Cbroa*P-4i*  Edit  4. 
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ions  of  Clovis,  I  find  another  remarkable  ckcuni^ 
ilanee,  in  which  it  ^sta^ly  agrees  with  the  antim 
BrificviAom  of  Gavel-kind ;  wWch  is,  that  Tbco- 
dotk^  who,  according  to  all  the  French  hiftorians, 
A\idigier  alone  excepted,  was  but  a  natural  fonof 
thcfaid  Clovis  by  a  concubine,  had  notwithftand- 
ing  an  equal  ihare  of  his  father's  inheritance 
with  his  brothers  the  lawful  Tons  of  that  king  by 
hfs  virtuous  wife  Clotilda. 

From  this  agreement  and  uniformity  between 
tfae  antient  Franks  and  the  old  Irtfti  in  that  one 
point  of  the  law  of  regal  fuccefllon,  which  con- 
fifiedin  the  male  gavel  or  partition  by  an  equality 
of  (hares,  I  think  it  may  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
that  the  i^imitive  <:onftitution  of  the  FrofAs  was 
not  cflcntially  different  from  that  of  Ae  Iri/b  In 
|}ie  other  principal  part  of  the  faid  law,  according 
to  whidi,  maturity  of  age  was  indifjpenfably  r^ 
quired  for  fucceeding  to  the  regal  power  and  dig- 
nity :  confcquent  to  which  maxim  the  dired  de- 
scendants and  heirs  of  royal  fanulies  in  Irelaod 
were  firequently  excluded  from  the  regal  fucceffion 
for  the  want  of  fdfficient  age,  while  their  undcs 
or  other  collateral  kinfmen,  being  feniors,  filled  the 
throve,  and  fwayed  the  fceptre  during  life,  le- 
fcrving  to  fuch  direft  dcfcendants  only  the  baw 
chance  of  fucceeding  afterwards  by  virtue  of  their 
fcniority .  Now  if  we  can  produce  inftances  wcB 
warranted  in  hiftory  of  fome  diredt  heirs  of  the 
crown  of  France,  during  the  firft  and  fecond  race 
of  their  kings,  being  either  excluded  from  the 
fu(;:ceflion,  orpoftponed  to  their  collateral  kinfmen 
for  want  of  fufiicicnt  maturity  of  a^  j  and  can 
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Ihew  that  even  during  the  third  raee^  when  the 
direct  hereditary  fucceffion  became  more  firmty 
eftablKhed,  certain  plain  marks  and  veftiges,  Ml 
remaining  in  the  French  confiitption  of  the  fame 
ancient  maxim^  whereby  maturity  of  age  was 
eileemed  an  eflential  qualification,  and  made  a 
condition  abfolutely  required  for  the  exercifc  of 
regal  power;  it  is  to  be-hoped^  the  reader  will 
not  think  us  quite  unfuccefsful  in  this  particular 
enquiry  into  French  antiquiticis. 

The  firft  plain  inftance  I  meet  with  in  hiftofy 
of  a  diredt  heir  of  the' French  crown  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  fucceffion  on  account  of  imrtiaiu- 
riiy  of  age  happened  in  the  year  6)3,  when  D6- 
nald  or  Daniel  the  only  fon  and  heir  of  Chil- 
dcricll.  was  laid  afide,  while  Thieric  III.  his  un- 
cle by  the  father,  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  and 
reigned  during  life  as  fole  king  of  all  the  French 
dominions.  This  example  is  exactly  parallel  to 
the  Tanijiic  manner  of  regal  fucceffion  in  Ireland^ 
where  one  brother  was  frequently  fucceeded  by 
another,  while  the  fon  and  heir  of  the  elder  bro- 
ther and  predcccfTor  in  the  throne  was  quite  e3t- 
cludcd,  or  at  leaft  poflponed  to  his  uncle  who 
reigned  as  abfolute  king,  in  right  of  his  feniority. 

The  fecond  inftance  of  fuch  an  exclufion  I  find 
in  the  perfon  of  Thlery  of  Chelles,  only  fon  and 
heir  of  Dag6fciert  IH.  who  died  about  the  yei^ 
718,  when  that  young  prince  Was  laid  afide  for 
want  of  fufficientage,  and  the  above  Daniel  came 
in  for  his  tufn  in  the  regal  fucceffion,  which  he 
enjoyed  during  life  under  the  tiame  of  Childertc  II. 
6  b  and 
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aind  was   fucdeeited  by  the  above  Thieric  of 
Chcllcjr, 

In  the  yjeir  884^  among  the  kings  dE  the  fe- 
a^nd  race,  a  third  plain  example  of  fuch  an  ex- 
dttfion  from  the  throne  for  want  of  age,  is  rc- 
nwkably  obfervable  in  the  perfon  of  Charles  lU. 
ibn  and  only  rentaining  heir  of  king  Louis  le 
Bcgue,  i^ter  the  death  of  his  two  brothers 
Iu>uifi  m.  andCarbman,  when  the  fatd  Charies 
was  excluded  the  throne  of  France  by  bis  kini^ 
man  Charles  leGrosy  emperor  of  Germany,  under 
the  fole  pretext  of  his  want  of  fuffident  age. 
The  fame  pretext  was  Hill  ailedg^  againft  that 
unhappy  prince  after  the  death  of  Charles  le  Gros, 
whom  his  nephew  Arnoldus,  a  baftard  fon  of  his 
brother  the  emperor  Carloman,  fucceeded  in  the 
Imperial  throne,,  while  the  French  crown  was 
ufurped  by  Eudes,  fon  of  Robert  le  Fort,  the 
ftock  of  all  the  kings  of  the  third  race. 

Now  as  to  this  laft  race  of  the  kings  of  France, 
though  we  find  tfae.hereditary  fucceflfon  regularly 
carried  on  from  Hugjh  Capet,  down  to  our  own 
d^ys,  and  no  inftance  of  utter  exchiikm  given  to 
the  direft  heirs  of  the  crown,  by  appointing  any 
other  p-iqce  to  reign  as  king,  in  cafe  of  immatu- 
rity of  years  in  the  rightful  heir  %  yet  we  can 
difcover  plain  veftiges  of  the  okJ  maxim  of  re- 
quiring  fufEcient  age  as  an  eflential  condition  for 
■j^e  cxcrcife  of  regal  power  ftill  very  difcemably' 
to  be  traced  in  the  French  conftitution  as  far 
dK)wn  as  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
To  fet  thofc  veftigja  in  their  due  light,  we  have 
only  to  lay  down  the  following  propofitions  im- 
porting 
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porting  certain  hiftorical  fa£ts  of  unconteftable 
truth  and  authority.  The  fir  ft,  that  maturity  of 
age  was  always  looked  upon  by  the  French  na- 
tion as  a  condition  fo  cflentially  neceffary  for  ex- 
crcifing  the.  regal  power  and  functions,  that  be- 
fore the  above  epoch,  the  heirs  of  the  crowa 
were  never .  inaugurated,  proclaimed,  ftiled,  or 
reputed  kings,  nor  entrufted  with  the  aftual  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  kingdom,  uritil  they  entered, 
the  twenty-fecond  year  of  their  age,  which  was 
the  term  of  their  minority.  The  fecond,  that  . 
during  this  long  minority  of  the  heir  of  the 
crpwn,  one  of  his  neareft  relations  of  the  fame 
Wood  being  of  a  mature  age,  and  preferably, 
whoever  was  the  next  in  fucceffion,  always  claimr 
ed  the  right  pf  being  regent  and  adminiftraior 
of  the  kingdom  with  regal  authority ;  and  ac^ 
cordingiy,  adminiftred  and  gpverned  atfolutely 
in  his  own  iiame,  and  not  in  the  name  of  the 
minor,  fealing  all  ads  with  his  own  feal  of  arms^ 
rfter  the  rnanner  of  all  fovereign  princes,  and 
difpoling  of  all  the  royal  revenues  or  converting^ 
them  to  his  own  ufc  according  to  his  will  and. 
pleafurc.  Of  the  truth  .  and '  reahty  of  thcfe 
maxims  and  ufages  of  ttie  t'rench  nation,  the 
reader  may  fully  fatisfy  himfelf  by  confulting  the 
above  cited  chronological  abi'idgerneht  in  the 
reigns  of  Charles  the  fifth,  and  Charles  the  fixth, 
and  under  the  years  1374  and.  1403:  Jfe  alfo. 
Abbot  Dubos,  vol.  iv.  p.  80,  81,  82.  ;     ; 

1  refer  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader^  if  thefe 
very  maxims  alone,  were  there  no  other' concur- 
ring inftances  to  be  found  in  the  French  antiqui- 
ties, may  not  juftly  be  regarded  as  fo  many  plain 
B  b  a  and 
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and  cxpreflivc  vcftiges  of  the  old  conftitution  of 
Senior- Succeffion.  By  the  fir  ft  of  thefc  national 
maxims  we  fee,  that  maturity  of  age  was  abfo- 
lutely  required  for  the  exercife  of  regal  power 
and  authority  in  the  French  nation,  and  Abbot 
Dubos  obfenres,  vol.  iii.  p.  4x7,  that  this  parti- 
cular ufage  of  the  Franks  was  as  ancient  as  the 
monarchy.  It  appears  by  the  fecond  maxina,  that 
it  was  bythe  right  of  feniority  and  proximity  of 
blood  that  the  regent  or  actual  fovereign  governor 
of  the  kingdom  exercifed  all  regal  power  and 
fundlions  in  his  own  name,  and  to  his  own  bene- 
fit :  fo  that  both  the  fovereignty  and  the  kingdom 
may  be  looked  upon  as  his  fole  property  during 
the  non-age  of  the  diredk  heir  and  fucceffor. 
Whence  it  is  very  manifeft,  that  between  the 
French  regents  who,  in  effeft  and  reality,'  were 
abfolute  kings  during  their  incumbency,  and  thoic 
Irifli,  Vandalic,  and  Iberian  kings,  who  fuccecd- 
cd  by  right  of  feniority,  there  was  no  other  el- 
fcntial  difference,  than  that  the  latter  were  abfo- 
Ititely  independent  fovereigns  during  life,  and  not 
rcmoveableat  any  time  by  their  prcfumptive  fuc- 
ceflor ;  whereas  the  regal  power  of  the  former 
was  to  expire,  as  foon  as  the  direck  heir  bad  at- 
fained  to  the  twfenty -fecond  year  of  his  age. 

"  Thefe  were  the  maxims  of  public  right  with  re- 
gard to  the  regal  fucceffion  in  the  French  mo- 
riarchy;  until  the  time  of  Charles  the  fifth,  by 
whofe^edia  of  the  year"i374»  ^hc  minontyot 
the  fucceffors  and' heirs  6f  the  crown,  was  to  toj- 
rninate  at  the  fourteenth  year  of  their  age,  wbidi 
in^iecd  had  been  attempted  by  Philip  Ic  Hardi, 

■'*-•'-'         '•  •    ~  but 
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but  Without  any  efFcft  ;  nor  did  Charles  the  fifth's 
ordonnance  meet  with  much  better  fuccefs  in  fa- 
vour of  his  fon,  but  the  latter,  who  was  the  un- 
happy Charles  the  fixth,  not  only  confirmed  his 
father's  edift  regarding  the  minority,  but  alfo 
ordained,  that  *  at  whatever  nonage  the  heir  of 

*  the  crown  ftiould  happen  to  be,  at  the  time  ot 

*  his  predeceffor's  demife,  he  (hould  be  immedi- 
•ately  crowned,  proclaimed,  ftikd  and  reputed 

*  king  of  France,  and  that  ihe  kingdom  (hould 

*  be  governed  by  him  and  in  his  name  by  his 

*  neareft  kinfmen  of  the  royal  blood  during  his 

*  minority.*  By  the  verbal  difpofition  of  this  law 
it  plainly  appears,  that  the  heirs  of  the  crown  of 
France  were  not  ftiled  nor  reputed  kings  even  af- 
ter the  demife  of  their  predeceffors,  before  they 
came  to  a  due  maturity  of  age,  until  this  edift 
took  place,  whereby  the  lad  venerable  remains  of 
the  old  conftitution  of  fenior  fucceffion  were  en- 
tirely annihilated  in  France  foon  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fifteenth  century. 

The  author  of  the  Chronological  Abridgment^ 
ammadverting  upon  the  ufage,  according  to  which 
the  French  regents  governed  in  their  own  name, 
and  fealed  all  the  adts  with  their  proper  feaU 
thinks  it  was  founded  upon  a  notion,  that  the  king 
was  not  really  king,  until  he  had  been  folemnly 
crowned,  which  ceremony  was  never  performed^      , 
until  he  became  of  J^e.     This  author  miftook 
the  real  and  original  caufc  and  foundation  of  the 
faid  ufage,  for  the  merely  apparent  and  vulgarly 
fuppofcd.    The  national  maxim  of  the  Franks, 
which  required,  that  their  princes  (hould  have 
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attained  to  full  maturity  of  age,  before  they  were 
tefted  with  th^  regal  jibwer  and  dignity,  was 
much  oif  ^  more  ancient  d^te  tfian  the  ceremony 
of  crowning  them  at  theif  inauguration.  In  the 
above  account  of  their  national  cuftomsan4  pub- 
lic ufagcs  we  have  obferved,  that  the  inauguration 
of  their  kings  was  performed  j^y  the  ifole  ceremony 
<5f  raifmg  up  the  rbyal  candidate  upon  a  large 
(hield  or  buckler,  an^  proclaiming  him  king  or 
{bvcreign  commander,  with  the  general  acclanna- 
tiop  or  the  army  and  multitude,  as  above  ex- 
plained. The  Gothic  natioijk  ufed  no  other  cere- 
mony at  inaugurating  their  ^lf:ings,  as  we  have 
always  obferved.  Leovigildus,  who  was  the 
Seventeenth  of  the  Vifigothic  kings  of  Spain,  is 
faid  to  be  the  firft,  that  added  the  regal  grown  tQ 
the  reft  of  his  regalia  towards  the  end  of  the 
fixth  century.  But  that  he  required  the  ceremony 
of  coronation  at  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  is  the 
niorc  to  be  doubted,  as  it  is  npt  obferved  even 
in  our  own  days  by  the  kii^gs  pf  that  monarchy* 
Nor  does  it  appear  from  any  folid  proofs,  that  any 
'  of  the  Merovingian  kings  of  trance  were  either 
anointed  or  crowned  at  their  inaugiiration,  not- 
Vithftanding  the  ftory  of  the  holy  oy|-cruit  of 
St  Remigius,  which  is  abundantly  refuted  by 
many  writers,  and  even  denied  by  Roderic 
.O'Flaherty  (a):  who  has  likewife  obferved  and 
proved  from  good  authorities,  that  Pepin  was  the 
firft  king  of  France,,  who  ufed  the  ceremony  of 
regal  unftion  and  coronation,  which  he  received 
at  the  hands  of  St.  Winifred,  otherwi  fe  Bonifacius, 
arch-V^0?9P  of  Mentz,  in  the  year  75^.    The 

•    '     fame 
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ftfne  king  Pq[»n»  tnd  his  tw<i  fons^  Gharlcfi  (aff 
terwards  called  Charlemagne)  and  Carloman^ 
were  aaoioted  and  crowned  kings  of  the  Franks, 
by  Pope  Stephen  HI.  as  appears  by  his  own 
letter  to  Regino,  which  is  recited  hy  Baroniui, 
and  referred  to  the  year  754.  And  when  the  fatd 
Charles  became,  emperor^  he  was  adeemed  an4 
crowned  a  fecond  time  by  Pope  Leo  III,  as  hath 
been  recorded  by  fever^l  authors  ;  in  (hort,  thofe 
Carlovin^an  princes  were  the  firft  of  all  the  kings 
of  France,  that  ufed  the  ceremony  of  regal  uncr 
tion  and  coronatk)n« 

h  being  therefore  an  undeniable  h^y  that  tbb 
kings  of  the  Erlt  race  never  ufed  the  ceremony 
of  regal  forofiation  and  unijtion,  artd  yet  were 
notthelefs  refpe£tedand  acknowledge  as  real 
and  lawful  kings,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  at  fuch 
amaturity  of  ag)c  as  qualified  them  to  be  inaugiJh 
rated  in  the  old  ufual  manner, .  and  entrufted 
with  the  fovereign  power  and  admiraftration  df 
the  kingdom,  it  follows  by  a  plain  and  Aece&ry 
confequence  that  the  right  enjoyed  by  the  regents, 
was  neither  founded  upon,  nor  derived  from  any 
fuch  origin  as  the  fuppofed  notipn,  that  the  hdii:s 
of  the  crown  (liouki  not  be  held  as  real  kings, 
until  they  had  been  Colemnly  anointed  and  crownr 
cd.  In  a  word,  during  the  firft  race  xrfthe  kings 
of  France,  whenever  the  prefumptive  fuceeflcx' 
and  heir  of  the  crown  happened  tp  be  under  age, 
at  the  time  of  the  demife  of  his  predeceflbr,  the 
adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  was  committed  to 
a  regent,  who  governed  fovercignly  and  abfo- 
lutely  in  his  own  n^me,  during  the  minority,  and 
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his  right  was  foiidty  grounded,  as  it  naturally  ret 
iulted  from  the  old  national  maxim  of  the  Frank&i 
^whereby  maturity  of  age  was  made  a  previous 
condition  and  qualification  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
being  either  vefted  with  the  right  or  entruftc4 
with  the  excrcife  of  regal  power.    Hence  it  is, 
that  in  primitive  times,  the  heirs  6f  the  crown  of 
France,  while  minors,  being  under  a  temporary 
difqualification  to  be  cither  invcfted  with  the  regal 
dignity,  or  entrufted  with  the  excrcife  of  fovc- 
rcign  power,  it  became  neceflary,  that  this  pow- 
er, together  with  the  whole  admtniftration  of  the 
kingdom,  (hould  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  ca- 
llable pcrfon,  who  governed  abfolutely  and  fovc- 
reignly  in  his  own  name,  until '  the  direft  heir 
fliould  have  attained  to  the  due  maturity  of  age. 
The  hereditary  prince  having  attained  this  ne- 
fceffary  term  of  years,  he  was  inaugurated'  and 
enthroned,  as  being  then  eftecmed  capable  ofex- 
ercifmg  thefunftionsof  the  regal  dignity.    The 
-  #ntient  Franks  judged  it  inconfiltent  not  only  with 
their  national  maxims,  but  alfo  with  the  reafon  of 
things,  to  inaugurate  and  proclaim  king  a  perfon^ 
who  through  the  immaturity  of  his  years  and  fenfe 
4nuft  naturally  be  incapable  of  governing  the  ftate 
«nd  commanding  its  forces  :  of  difcharging  in  ^ 
word  fuch  duties  and  fundions,  as  in  tHofc  days 
were  neccflarily  annexed  to  the  regal  office,  and 
jndifpcnfably  to  be  performed  by  the  king  in  his; 
proper  perfon.     And  as  the  capacity  of  executing 
Ihofe  regal  funAions  was  the  natural,  produdof 
years  and  maturity  of  age  ;  fo  the  general  opini- 
on mentioned  by  the  author  of  ;he  abridgment, 
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that  the  king  was  not  re^^Jly  king,  until  he  had 
been  inaugurated  in  the  due  time  and  manner^ 
did  not  flow  from  a  mer^  groundlefs  notion,  as 
hefeems  to  think,  but  rather  from  a  folid  prind- 
plc  grounded  in  the  law  of  nature  and  reafon  of 
things.  That  author  muft  therefore  have  coni^ 
jnitted  another  miftake,  in  imputing  to  this  de* 
figncd  contrivance  of  the  regents,  thsit  the  coro- 
nation of  the  heirs  of  the  crown  was  deferred  for 
folonga  time  as  the  twcnty-fecond  year  of  their 
age,  or  ^  late  as  they  otherwife  could  ;  thus 
turning  to  their  own  advantage,  as  he  plainly 
thinks,  the  above  mentioned  notion,  that  thofe 
princes  were  not  really  kings,  until  they  had  re 
Hvcd  folcmn  coronation  in  the  ufyal  manner. 
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CHAP.    II. 


€f  $bi  Sta$erhms  of  Jkbfidiis^  tributes i  anififcal 
rigtis  MtiflUfy  okfifvedkf  the  Irifb  kh^s,  gnd  Mr 
/^Sn$ii  princes^  and)atei  re/pi Bli^ieiy. 

X  HESE  law5  of  fubfidle^,  tributes  and  regal 
rights,  arc  fct  forth  in  an  anticnt  book  called 
LeMar  na  Gceart^  or  the  book  of  rights  formerly 
infertcd  in  the  old  records  called  Leabbar  Gh  ia 
h>gb^  and  attributed  lo  Benan,  Benin  or  Benig- 
nus,  who  was  difciple  and  fucceflbr  of  St.  Pa* 
trick. 

All  readers  of  anticnt  hiftory  will  readily  agree, 
that  the  primitive  cuftoms  of  nations,  regarding 
fuch  flate-rights  as  are  here  undcrftood,  may  be 
juftly  efteemed  ia  good  foundation  for  forming  a 
rational  judgment  concerning  their  rcfpedtive  ori- 
gin and  antiquity.  In  weighing  this  matter,  not 
only  the  conftitutional  mode  of  eftablilhing  and 
cxafting  thofe  public  rights,  that  regard  fubfidies, 
tributes  and  ftate  revenues  ;  but  alfo  the  very 
nature  or  quality  of  the  goods  or  effefts,  in  which 
they  were  acquitted  and  complied  with,  is  duly, 
to  be  confidered.  The  Roman  manner  of  impo- 
fing  and  exacting  tributes  and  other  public  reve^ 
nues,  was  not  very  different  from  that,  which  the 
fovereign  powers  of  Europe  o]bferve  in  our  own 
days,  even  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  fpc- 
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cies  in  which  they  were  paid  j  which  was  moftly 
ihofc  metals,  that  \mt  Wen  uniyerfally  received 
as  the  common  ftandard  and  iQeafure  of  all  othqr 
worldly  gopds :  and  this  circun^ftance  very  evi- 
dently pointed  put  the  modern  prigin  of  th^tpeo* 
pie  in  quality  of  a  cpmmon  wealth,  when  compared 
with  the  Scbytbians^  tlie  Celts^  and  the  other  na- 
tions that  retained  the  primitive  cultoms^  whicli 
regarded  thofe  public  rights,  that  were  at  all  timeg 
fieceflgry  fpr  anfwerin^  the  exigepcies  of  a  ftate, 
and  fupporting  the  ^js^^^y  of  ^he  fovereigp.    But 
the  different  manner  and  fenfe,  in  which  thpfc 
fifcal  and  ftate-rights  have  been  eftablilhed  an4 
enforced  in  diflferent  nations,  is  what  I  efteem  the 
chief  point  to  be  confidered  for  .making  a  proper 
difcernmcnt,  as  well  concerning  their  refpediive 
antiquity,  as  their  natural  liberties,  and  political 
freedom.     In  modern  nations  and  Hates,  found- 
ed in  con  fequence  of  conqueft,  whether  lawful  Oi; 
unjuft ;  thofe  regal  or  public  rights  that  afie£^ 
lande4  properties,  were  underilood  and  infifted 
on  as  the  very  condition  of  the  proprietor's  tenure 
af)d  title  in  thofe  lands  or  eftates.    Thus  afte^r  th^ 
Norman  conqueft,  all  the  lands  of  England  were 
confidered  as  abfolutely  veiled  in  the  king,  and 
the  fecondary  propHetor's  title  or  right  was  mere- 
ly derived  from  the  fovereign,  and  was  fubje£ted 
to  an  ^bfolute  condition  of  paying  him  certain 
fights  or  tributes,  whether  confiiling  in  military 
fcrvice,  or  pecuniary  rents,  or  in  both.    But  in 
^U  antient  nations,  the  poflefTor's  r^ght  and  title 
to  his  landed  property,  as  well  as  any  pther  be- 
longing to  him,  was  quite  independent  of  the  fo- 
vereign, 
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vcrcign,  and  founded  only  on  the  primitive  law  of 
-itatureand  nations ;  and  what  he  fupplied  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  ftate  and  public  power,  though 
it  may  be  properly  deemed  a  right  and  infiftcdon 
as  fuch  5  yet  was  both  demanded  and  given,  ra- 
ther as  a  free  contribution,  merely  in  view  of  the 
common  intereft,  and  the  general  exigency  of  the 
Hate,  than  any  fervile  or  compulfory  iropoft.  No 
nation  on  earth  ever  produced  a  more  perfcft 
.  image  of  fuch  a  primitive  ftate-conftitution,  as  I 
have  juft  now  defcribed,  than  that  which  is  exhi- 
bited in  the  following  national  fyftcm  of  the  an- 
tient  Irifli,  concerning  the  public  rights  and  flat^ 
revenues  eftablilhed  in  their  government. 

To  introduce  the  reader  into  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  true  fpirit  and  meaning  of  this  part  of  the 
Irifli  conftitution,  he  muft  be  informed  in  the  firft 
place,  that  amongft  the  different  princes  and 
ftatesof  this  nation,  the  chief,  and,  I  may  fay,  the 
only  proper  mark  of  fubjedtion  and  fubordination, 
was  the  receiving  a  certain  fubfidy  called  fuarqfM^ 
which  literally  implies  hire  or  w(^es  in  the  Eng- 
lifti  tongue,  and  which  in  cfFcdt  was  only  a  prince- 
ly prefent,  and  token  of  gencrofity  and  magnifi- 
cence in  the  giver.  But  the  prince  or  ftate,  that 
received  it  firft,  was  deemed  inferior  and  tributa- 
ry to  the  prince,  by  whom  it  was  given.  This 
maxim,  which  vifibly  lays  the  foundation  of  the 
freeft  and  moft  fociable  form  of  government  with 
regard  to  liberty  and  property,  that  can  poflibly 
be  reconciled  with  any  fort  of  political  order  and 
fubordination,  not  only  is  expreffed  as  a  funda- 
mental axiom  in  Ltabbar  na  Gceart^  or  the  book  of 
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public  rights ;  but  is  likewife  proved  from  feveral 
paflages  pf  antient  hiftories,  to  have  been  con- 
ftantly  obrcrved  amongft  the  princes  and  ftates  of 
thclrifli  nation.  A  very  remarkable  inftance  of 
it  is  fet  forth  and  explained  in  that  hiftory  of  the 
0*Briens  of  Thomond,  which  is  entitled  Caitbreim 
ThHrdhealbbaicii  viz.  that  about  the  middle  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  when  a  general  convention  of 
the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  Irifh  nation,  was  ap- 
pointed at  a  place  called  Caoluifge^  in  order  to  de« 
liberate  upon  the  choice  of  a  monarch,  under 
whofe  banners  they  were  to  fight  againft  the 
Englilh,  Teige  0*Brien  of  Thomond,  contend- 
ing with  0*Ncil  of  Ulfter  for  the  fupreme  power 
aod  fovereignty,  had  prepared  a  hundred  horfes 
in  rich  furniture  as  a  fubfidy  or  wages  for  O'Neil, 
and  accordingly,  fent  them  to  that  prince  in  this 
fliape,  and  in  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  above 
explained  ma^dm.  0*Ncil,  highly  ftomached 
at  tfiat  mark  of  pretended  fuperiority  from 
0*Bricn,  not  only  rejedted  his  hundred  horfes,  but 
retorted  back  upon  him  double  the  number, 
equally  well  accoutred  and  furniflhed*  This  punc- 
trfio  of  honour  between  the  two  princes,  was  the 
innmediate  caufe  of  the  diflblution  of  that  general 
alTembly ,  without  its  coming  to  any  refolution,  and 
Teige  O'Brien  reaped  no  other  benefit  from  his 
conduft,  than  the  diftinftion  of  the  furname 
Caoluifge^  derived  from  the  place  of  that  tranfac* 
tion,  which  however  was  intended  as  a  high  com- 
iJiment  to  him  from  bis  fubjefts  and  fycophants. 
This  ftate-maxim,  regarding  the  political  right 
both  of  the  independent  fovereign  and  the  fubor- 
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diriate  princes,  is  ckprefled  in  the  following  trilh 
rhyme  in  the  above  irieiitiohed  Leabhar  ila  Gceart, 
in  that'  part  of  the  feid  book,  where  the  rhyme, 
cxprcffing  that  general  niaxim,  is  applied  to  the 
king  of  N^unfter  or  Caftiel ;  it  runs  thus  in  the  old 
Irilk  language, 

Atdfau  SeancBas  fu(ure  freatb  : 
Ni  bnmbbjbicfs  dagacb  Eolachy 
i'uarafdal  High  Caijil  coir  : 
Da  Riogaibb  camba  an  cbeadoir. 

This  rhyme  exprefles  in  the*  plaincft  and  mcrft 
cnergic  manner,  riot  (b  principally  the  right  or 
the  fovereign,  as  thit  of  thofe fubprdinatc princes: 
ahd  accordingty,  the  following  (ketch  of  this  na* 
tionalfyftem  of  political  oeconomy,  moft  evi- 
dently demonftiratesilep  by  ftep,  that  die  tributes 
or  ftrppKcs  of  the  fubbrdinate  princes  and  nobles, 
were  given  and  received  under  the  form  of  an 
eqtJivalcnt  or  retard  for  \ht  fubfidy  or  wages  firft 
paid  by  the  fapremc  fovereign  ;  as  wellasforthc 
ncce^ry  fupport  of  the  ftatc  and  regal  dignity* 
In  thrs  general  fyftemof  the  Irifti  govctnmcnt, 
we  fecnothing  cffentially  different  from  what  bas 
been  and  is  ftill  praftifed  in  the  unfverfal  fyftcm 
of  the  Eurbpean  republic,  where  ievcrat  fove- 
reigns,  otherwifc  independent,  receive  fubfidics 
or  wages,  arid  return  by  way  of  equivalent  a  cer- 
tain fupply  either  of  military  forces,  or  forric  other 
ftate  contributions  tending  to  the  common  ifltc- 
rteft,  and  principally  to  mairrtain  the  bailee  of 

power,  fi^rieceffary  forthc  prefctvatbb^^ 
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geAeral  fliatci,  which  is  compofed  of  t!ie  different 
fovcreignties  of  all  Europe. 

In  the  next  place  the  reader  is  to  be  informed^ 
that  with  regard  to  the  general  and  eoriftitutioiial 
occonomy  of  the  Irilh  niation  and  its  government^ 
the  provincial  (overeigns  obferved  atid  enforced 
two  forts  of  public  rights.      The  one  regarded 
their  own  refpedive  fovereigntics,  or  fubordinatc 
ftatca  and  princes,  the  other  was  chiefly  relative 
totheuniverfal  harmony  and  mutual  dependence, 
that  was  to  be  kept  up  between  the  principal 
members  of  the  national  republic.    I  (hall  begin 
with  the  more  immediate  concern  of  the  provin- 
cial fovcreign,  1  rhean  that  which  regards  his  own 
Subordinate  princes  and  dates ;  and  as  I  find  the 
public  rights  of  the  king  of  Munfter,  both  with 
regard  to  his  own  province,  and  the  other  provin- 
cial fovcrcigns  more  extenfively  explained,  than 
tbofe  of  any  other  Irifh  prince  (though  all  were 
carried  on  upon  the  fame  plan)  I  (hall  therefore 
treat  of  him  and  his  rights  alone,  as  it  will  ferve 
«  a  portrait  of  all  the  reft.    My  author  fets  down 
the  Momonian  or  Munfter    fovereign's  rights, 
whether  adtive  or    jpa(rive,  I  mean,  regarding 
both  himfelf  and  hi^  fubordinates  in  the  rtianner 
and  method  following ;  where  it  appears,  that  he 
began  always  with  his  fubfidiary  payments  to  the 
different  princes  or  ftates  of  his  ptovince,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  ftate-maxim.    But  that  the 
reader,  unacquainted  with  Iri(h  hiftory,  may  not 
be  ftartled  at  fuch  a  multitude  of  Vings  appearing 
in  one  province,  he  is  to  know, -that  every  fubor- 
dinate  prince  or  head  of  a  large  tribe  and  tradt  of 

country 


Digitized 


by  Google 


3t4  DISSERTATIONS  ON   Tli£ 

country  amongft  the  Irifb,  carried  the  title  of 
king,  and  did  efFedually  exercife  all  forts  of  fove* 
feign  power  in  his  own  territories,  and  even  that 
of  making  war  and  peace,  not  only  with  his  c6- 
cquals,  but  alfo  with  the  chief  king  of  the  whok 
province,  whenever  he  found  himfelf  able  to  form 
a  fufficient  party  againft  him.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner, the  great  Fiefecs  of  France  in  the  feodal 
times  of  that  monarchy,  fuch  as  the  Dukes  ci 
Normandy,  Britanny,  and  Guienne,  and  the 
Counts  of  Tholofe,  Flanders,  and  Champagne, 
&c.  made  war  againft  the  king  of  France  5  foe 
which  they  had  not  as  good  a  right  as  the  Iriih 
fubordinate  princes,  with  regard  to  their  own 
king  ;  their  lands  and  tenures  being  quite  inde* 
pendent  of  him,  and  fubjed  to  no  fort  of  rig^t  or 
iervile  condition  ;  whereas  thofe  of  France  held 
theirs  as  Fiefs,  deriving  under  the  crown,  and 
were  fubjcdled  to  military  fervice  and  to  hmp, 
which  properly  and  originally  meant  not  only  fub- 
jcdtion,  but  fervility.  As  to  the  reft,  the  multi- 
plicity of  kings  in  one  and  the  fame  province  has 
been  juftified  jn  the  preceding  chapter,  by  the 
example  of  the  moftantient  nations,  according  to 
facred  and  prophane  hiftory.  I  proceed  therefore 
to  the  detail  of  the  public  rights,  regarding  both 
the  king  of  Munfter,  and  the  fubordirmte  princes 
and  flat es  of  the  fame  province. 

I.  The  king  of  Munfter,  (who  was  alfo  called 
the  king  of  Caihel  from  his  rcfidingat  that  place) 
prefented  by  way  of  fubfidy  every  year  (^),  ten 

(a)  As  this  fubfidy  was  paid  tvtrj  year  to  the  Dafcai- 
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golden  cups,  30  golden  hiked  fwords,  and  30 
horfes  in  rich  furniture  to  the  DalCqffian  king, 
whenever  he  was  not  the  fovereign  of  all  Muniter, 
to  which  he  had  an  alternate  right  by  the  will 
of  OUiololim.  In  fome  copies  of  the  book  of 
rights,  I  find  added  to  the  above  presents,  teri 
coats  of  mail,  two  cloaks  richly  adorned,  and 
two  pair  of  chefs  boards  of  curious  workman(hip. 

11.  To  the  king  of  Eogdnaet  Caiftl^  whem  the 
Dal-Caffian  chief  became  king  of  Mnnfter,  ac- 
cording to  his  alternative,  {b)  ten  men  flaves,  ten 
wometi  flaves,  ten  golden*  cups,  and  ten  horftis  in 
full  furniture.  .   '     '    ' 

HI.  To  the  king  of  OJfer%  otlierwife  called  the 
king  of  Gabbran^  {c)  ten  (hields,  ten  fWords;  and 
two  cloaks  with  gold  clafps  and  rich  embroidery. 
The  profe  mentions,  ten  horfes,  ten  ftiields,  ten 
fwords,  .two  cloaks,  and  two  futls  of  military 
array.  -         - 

IV.  To  the  king  of  Ara,  {d)  Cilc  fwoitli,  fix 

Ihields  of  curious  workmanftiip,  and  fix  fcarlet 

C  c  cloaks. 

prmcc  orkiAgof  North-Miliifter>  andtliat  precifely  on  the 
firft  of  November,  according  ta  thofe  words  o£  Btmgnm's 
poeio,  Deic^L  ccorn  go  nor  gach  Samhna ;  fo  it  is  to  be 
iinderftood,  that  the  fubfidies  6f  all  other  princes  ^nd 
fates  were  likewife  paid  annually  about  the  fame  time. 

(b)  Eoganaa  Caifil,  otherwife  called  Magh  Feimen  or 
Machaire  Cafil,  compi'ehended  the  country  from  Cafhel  to 
Clonmel,  &c.  Its  particular  chief  was  the  ftock  of  the  Mac 
Carthies,  but  more  anftently,  the  anceftors  of  a  tribe  of  the 
0  Donoghues,  defcended  fromNadfi*aoich  king  of  Munfter, 
and  confequently  diflferent  from  thc'O  Donoghues  of  Loch 
Lcin. 

(c)  The  king  of  OfTcry  was  Mac  Giolla  Padraig,  or  Fitz- 
Patrick  of  the  Herimonian  race. 

(d)  The  king  of  Ara  in  the  north  weft  part  of  the  county 
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cloaks.  The  pofe  adds,  fcven  (hields/ fevcn 
fwords,  and  feven  horf*es. 
.  V.  To  ihc  king  of  Eite  {e)  fix  men  fl^ves  and 
fix  women  (laves,  fix  ftiieWs,  and  fix  fwords :  ac- 
cording to  the  profe,  eight  coats  of  mail,  eight 
fliields,  eight  fwords,  eight  horfes,  and  eight  cups. 

VI.  To  the  king  of  Uaitbney  (/)  fix  ffiields, 
fix  fwords  richly  mounted,  and  fix  horfes  magni- 
fiiQently .  accoutred,  and  particularly  with  goWen 
pitied  bridles;  ^according  to  the  profe,  fcvcn 
horfes,  eight  fwords  and  eight  cups,  together  with 
particular  marks  of  honour  and  difiindtion  (hewn 
him  at  the  court  of  Ca(hel 

yil.  To  the  king  of  Deifies y  {g)  a  (hip  well 
rigged,  a  gold  hilted  fword^  and  a  horfc  in  rich 
furniture;  by  4he  profe,  eight  (hips,  eight  men 
flaveSf  «ight  women  (laves,  eight  coats  of  maily 
eight  fhields,  eight  fwords  and  eight  horfes. 
;  VIIL  To  the  king  of  Cairirt  A^dbbba^  whofe 

principal 

of  Tippcrary,  (i.  e.  Tubbcr  Arat)  was  O  Donoegan  of  the 
JEamiaa  race  §  but  mxht  yftar  131B,  it  came  to  the  poffef- 
4ion  of  the  ddcendants  of  Brien  Rua,  king  of  Tbomond, 
called  the  O  Brien»  of  Ara. 

(#)  £ik  was  tbe  countr^r  northwards  of  Ca(hel  in  the 
coonty  of  Ttpperary,  its  \mg  was  O  Fogurtr  of  Eugenlan 
defecnt,  -and  from  him  waS'  called  Eile  oi  Jrbogurta:  but 
Eile  ui  Chearbhtlil,  fituate  4fi  the  king's,  county^  belonged 
to  a  tribe  of  the  O  Carrols^  defcended  from  Teige  fon  of 
Ctant  ibn  of  OiiioloKm. 

(  /  )  The  king  of  Uakhbe  or  Qwnv,  dtuate  between  the 
counties  of  Tipperary  and  Limerick  was  9  ^y^  ^  ^ 
Lagenian  race.  ■ 

Q)  The  kings  of  Defies,  tpvUch  comprebo^ed  4be  entire 
county  of  Waterford,  wereO  Felan  and  O  Bric»  boUi  ik- 
fcenijted  from  the  Herimonian  ftocfc. 
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principal  feat  was  Brughrigh,  (A)  ten  flaves  made 
captives  in  a  foreign  country,  as  appears  from  the 
,plain  text  of  the  verfe,  viz.  Dehb  Gaill  gan 
GaeSilga-^  theprofehas  feven  bond-flaves,  fevcn 
free  fervants,  feven  fwords,  and  feven  cups. 

IX.  To  the  king  of  Conal  Gabbra,  (i)  the 
following  privileges  and  prcfents,  \\z.  while  the 
king  of  Conal  Gabhra  remained  at  the  court  of 
Caflicl,  he  had  the  honour  to  fit  near  the  king  at 
table,  and  at  his  departure  from  court,  was  pre- 
fcnted  with  a  horfe  in  rich  furniture,  and  a  military 
fuit  of  array,  and  all  his  attendants  received  the 
like  prefents  proportioned  to  their  refpedive 
^anks;  according  to  the  profe,  the  whole  was 
only  teu'  (hields,  ten  fwords,  ten  horfes  and  ten 
cups. 

X.  To  the  king  o^  Ainc  CUacb^  {k)  a  fword  and 
fcield  of  the  king's  own  wearing,  an4  thirty  cloaks, 
which  were  given  him  in  the  month  of  May,  pre- 
cifely  according  to  the  verfc.  Is  triocad  brat  gacb 
Biilt'me ;  the  profe  has  eight  fwords,  eight  horfes, 
^ght  cups,  two  coats,  of  mail,  and  two  cloaks. 

Ccz  XI.  To 

/^)  The  king  of  Cairbre  Aobhdha,  now  called  Kenry  in 
thecounty  of  Limerick,  was  O  Donovan,  before  the  tranf- 
planution  of  the  family  to  Carbury  in  the  county  of  Corkc  ; 
llic  chief  dynafts  were  O  Clcircine  and  O  Flannabhra,  all 
of  Eucenian  defcent. 

(/)  Ua  Cconnuill  Gabhra,  the  kings  of  Upper  Connello 
in  the  county  of  Limerick  were  Mac  Ennery  and  O  Shee- 
han,  defcendcd  from  Mahon  an  elder  brother  of  Brien 
Borove,  and  king  of  Munfter :  O  Collins  and  O  Kinealy 
of  the  Eugenian  race  were  the  kings  of  the  lower  barony 
of  ConneUo,  but  they  were  all  difmherited  by  the  Fitz- 
Geralds,  upon  their  irft  conquefts  in  Munfter. 

(k)  The  king  of  Eoganacht  Aine  Cliach,  which  was  the 
county  of  Limerick,  was  O  Kiarwick  defcended  from 
Fcidhlina  fon  of  Nadfry  king  of  Munfter. 
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XL  To  the  king  of  Fearmuigbe  or  Ghfh 
ambain^'  (J)  one  horfe  richly  accoutred,  one  fliield 
curioufly  wrought,  and  one  fword :  by  the  profe, 
feven  horfes,  feveti  (hields^  and  feven  cups, 

XII.  To  the  king  of  Aoibb  Liatbain,  (m)  a 
fword  and  fllicld  of  the  king's  own  wearing,  one 
horfe  richly-  accoutred,  and  one  embroidered 
cloak ;  according  to  the  profe,  five  horfes,  five 
fword  s,  five  cloaks,  and  five  cups. 

XUI.  To  the  king  of  Mufgruidbe^  (n)  one  of 
the  king's  own  fwords,  one  of  his  horfes,  and  one 
of  his  hounds  :  the  profe  allows  feven  hprfes, 
feven  coats  of  mail,  and  feven  fuits  of  compleat 
armour. 

XIV.  To  the  king  of  Raitbkam,  {o)  ten 
fwords,  ten  fcarlet  and  ten  blue  clpaks,  and  ten 

,  cups ;   according  to  the  profe,  ten  horfes,  ten 
^    coats  of  mail,  and  ten  (hields. 

XV.  To  the  king  of  Dairinnc^  {p)  feven  (hips, 

feven 


(/)The  king  of  Eoagnactt  Gleatinamham  t^Wch  codI- 
prehended  that  part  of  the  county  of  Corkc,  now  called 
Clan  -  Gibbons,  Condons  and  Roche*s  country,  ^ 
O'Keeffe ;  but  that  part  properly  called  Fearmuigbe  be- 
longed to  O  Dugain,  who  Was  defcended  from  Ir  f^n  ^ 
Mileadh. 

im)  The  king  of  Aoibh  Liathfiin,  now  called  Barrymor« 
and  Cinealtalmhuiu  were  O  Lehane  and  O  Anamcha^*^ 
of  Eugenian  defcent.  ..  • 

(«)  Mufgry  in  the  county  of  Corke,  fon»et'°^^i  f -l^ 
Mufgruidhe  MiotaJne  and  fomctimcs  Mufgrudhui  rWoinD. 
its  chief  king  was  O  Flinn  of  the  Earnian  race,  unui 
Dermod  Mor  Mac  Carthy'difpoffefred  him.  -.  ^ 

(pj  Raithlean,  was  the  principal  feat  of  O  ^^^^V  :^l 
who  was  chief  kingr  of  the  baronies  of  Cineal  A^d^*.* 
Cineal  Mbeice  in  the  county  of  Corke,  and  defcended  trou» 
Cas  fon  of  Core  fon  of  Luig  king  of  Munfter.  . .    . 

Cf)  The  king  of  Corcaluighe,  otherwife  called  DainJ^ 
in  Carbury  in  the  county  of  Corke  was  O  Drifcol,  ^^^^^^^ 
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feven  coats  of  mail,  and  fevcn  fwords  ;  by  the 
profe,  fcvcn  (hips,  feven  coats  of  mail,  fevcn 
brfcs,  fevcn  fwords,  and  fevcn  cups. 

XVI.  To  the  king  of  Leim-con,  (q)  a  ftiip  in 
full  rigging,  one  horfc  in  rich  furniture,  one  cup 
curioufly  wrought,  and  one  fword  :  in  the  profe, 
feven  (hips,  feven  horfes,  fevcn  coats  of  mail, 
feven  (hields,  and  fevcn  fwords. 

XVII.  Tolhe  king  of  Locb-Lein  (r)  ten  (hips, 
ten  dun  horfes,  and  ten  coats  of  mail :  by  the 
profe,  feven  (hips,  fevcn  horfe$,  feven  coats  of 
mail,  feven  (hields,  and  feven  fwords. 

XVIII.  To  the  king  of  Cidruidbe,  (/)  ten 
horfes  well  accoutred,  and  a  filk  cloak :  according 
to  the  profe,  feven  cloaks  with  gold  clafps,  feven 
horfes,  and  fevenrCups, 

XIX.  To 

frpm  Luig  fon  of  Ithe ;  the  other  principal  dynafts  of  the 
Ithian  race,  were  OLeary,0  Cobhthach,  O  Baire,  O  Flinn, 
and  feveral  others. 

(0  The  king  of  Lcim  Con,  in  the  weft  of  Carbury  was 
0  Drifcol-rog. 

N.  B.  There  were  three  O  Drifcols,  viz.  O  Drifcol  More, 
whofc  eftate  or  lordfhip  extended  from  Glendore  harbour 
to  Dromelegue  northward,  and  to  both  fides  of  the  river 
Eylan,  and  tp  Cape  Clear  weftward.  O  Drifcol-oge,  who 
refided  at  Leamcon,  and  poffefTedall  that  tra^  of  fand, 
which  now  confifts  of  theparifhes  of  Scul  and  Caharagh  ; 
and  0  Drifcol  of  Seara  or  Bearhaven,  whofe  lordihip  ex- 
tended from  the  bay  of  Bantry  to  the  river  of  Kinmare. 

(r)  The  king  of  Eoganacht  Locha  Lein  in  the  county  of 
Scrry,  was  Q  Uonoghue  defcended  from  Cas  fon  of  Core 
fon  of  Luig  king  of  Munfter :  but  before  him  the  chief  kings 
we^e  O  Muirearty  and  O  Carrol  defcended  from  Cairbre 
Luachra  fon  of  th«  faid  Core  fon  of  Luig. 

it)  The  king  of  Ciaruidhe  Luachra,  otherwife  called 
Fcoma  Floinp,  was  O  Connor  Kerry  who  teas  of  the  Ru- 
dcrician  race,  and  defcended  from  Ciar  fon  ^f  Feargus,    . 
fonofRoih, 
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XIX.  To  the  king  of  Dairbre^  (/)  three  (hips 
well  rigged,  and  three  fwords :  lUxording  to  the 
profe,  feven  horfes,  feven  hounds  and  feren  ctips ; 
and  fo  on  to  other  petty  kings  and  dates,  too  tedi- 
ous to  be  mentioned ;  every  one  of  which  be 
complimented  with  a  proportionable  prefent  by 
way  of  an  annual  fubfidy. 

The  reader  is  to  judge,  if  fuch  yearly  muni- 
ficence could  be  extended  tofo  many  princes  and 
Hates,  without  a  certain  degree  (^  royal  magnifi- 
cence and  fplendour,  fupported  by  power  and 
opulence ;  and  from  this  circumftance,  as  well  as 
from  the  quality  of  fome  of  the  fubfidiary  pre- 
fents  now  dcfcribed,  it  may  be  concluded,  not  only 
that  a  foreign  trade  and  commerce  was  carried  on 
in  Ireland  in  thofe  days  (of  whidi,  befide  the  au- 
thority olllrifli  hiftory,  we  have  further  proof  in 
the  teftimony  of  Tacitus  in  Vit.  Agricol.)  but 
alfo,  that  arts  and  handicrafts  of  this  kind  had 
been  brought  to  great  perfedlion  in  this  kingdom. 
It  further  appears  from  the  quality  of  fome  of 
thofe  prefent s,  that  the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver  was 
then  of  an  antient  ftanding  amongft  the  old  Irilh. 
though  they  chbfe  rather  to  adhere  to  the  primi- 
tive cuftoms  of  complimenting  each  other  with 
furniture  and  provifions,  than  with  coined  pieces 
of  thofe  metals,  which  could  not  immediately 
ferve  them  inftead  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.   The 

fumptuary 

(/)The  Wng  of  Dairbre,  now  called  Iveragh  in  the 
cQunlty  of  Kerry,  was  O  Shea  of  Earnian  defccnt : — - 
O  Failbhe  and  O  Connel  were  fettled  near  hiai  ih  the  ba- 
rony of  Corcaduibhne ,  who  were  of  the  fame  Earnian 
ftock,  being  all  defcended  from  Core  fon  of  Cairbre  Mnfg, 
fon  of  Connairc  fon  of  Moghlaimhc  king  of  Lcath  Cuinn. 
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fumptuary  laws  which  I  (hall  exhibit  in  the  courfe 
of  this  work,  do  alfo  affix  the  value  in  catile,  of 
ci?ibroicicfy  jn  gold,  filver,,  and  (ilk. 

llhall  now  proceed  to  (hew"  ana  explain  to  the 
reader  the  different  forts  of  retributions  or  tri- 
butes, thofe  fubprdinate  princes  and  ftates  paicj 
their  chief  provincial  favereign  iu  return  of  hi$ 
fubi64ies,  both  for  the  neceflfary  fupport  of  hk 
dignity,  and  for  anfwering  the  exigencies  of  the 
%te.  Thefe  two  diflfcrent  objects  required^  that 
the  tributes  (hould  likewife  be  of  two  di^erent 
natures,  the  one  fort  was  merely  fifcal,  and  regard- 
ed only  the  fupport  of  the  king's  hou(hQld,  qx 
that  of  his  particular  ftate  and  dignity.  The 
other  kind  of  tribute  confifted  iq  what  wa&necef- 
fary  for  fupporting  the  public  ftate,  and  defending 
the  kingdom  upon  all  occafions  and  exigencies, 
whether  ordinary  or  cafual.  From  the  payment 
of  this  latter  kind  of  tribute,  no  fuhordinate 
prince  or  ftate  was,  or  could  be  exempted.  Fo^ 
the  cafual  exigencies  of  defending  the  ftgte  in 
time  of  war,  or  exterbr  infults,  they  fuppKed 
their  refpe<aive  contingents  of  fighting  men : 
and  for  the  ordinary  exigencies  regarding  the  in- 
ward  qeconomy  and  police,  they  furnilhed  either 
men  or  efteds^  according  to  the  nature  of. the 
call,  and  as  thofe  objeds  of  cafual  and  ordinary 
ftate-exigencies  v^ere^not  of  a  fixed  and  inyarrable 
nature,  the  refpedtive  proportioniB  oif  the  tributary 
princes  and  ftates  are  not,  and  could  not  be  fpeci-r 
fied  in  the  book  of  rights.  But  thp  other  fort  of 
tribute,  regarding  the  fupport  of  the  kind's  hoqf- 
hold  and  dignity  is  minutely  taxed  and  entered  in 

that 
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that  bcx)k,  rcfpeftively  and  propbrtionably  to 
every  petty  ftatc  or  tribe  of  people/ that  was  to 
furnifh  it.  And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  king 
is  fubjedled  to  it,  though  the  people  of  their  coun- 
try are ;  and  that  not  only  for  the  confideration 
due  to  the  regal  dignity,- but  alfo,  becaufe  the  other 
kind  of  tribute  regarding  the  public  intereft  and 
ftatc  is  all  referved  for,  and  levied  on  thofe  fub- 
ordinate  kings.  For  what  regards  the  fifcal  tri- 
butes, the  manner  of  paying  them,  agreeably  to 
the  primitive  times,  will  be  fufficienlly  exemplified 
by  the  following  entries,  faithfully  tranflated  word 
for  word,  out  of  the  anlient  record,  called  Leab- ' 
harnsi  Gcearty  or  the  book  of  Irilh  Rights. 

I.  The  king  of  Caftiel  or  Munftcr,  received  a 
yearly  tribute  of  one  thoufand  bullocks,  one 
ihoufand  cows,  one  thoufand  weathers,  and  one 
thoufand  cloaks  from  the  inhabitants  of  Burren. 

II.  From  the  inhabitants  of  Corcamruadb^  one 
thoufand  bullocks,  one  thoufand  cows,  one  thou^ 
fand  (heep,  and  one  thouiand  cloaks. 

III..  From   the   people   of  Corcabbaifcin^   one 
.  thoufand  bullocks,   one  thoufand  weathers,  one 
thoufand  hogs,  and  one  thoufand  cloaks. 

IV.  From  the  inhabitants  of  Corcaduibbne,  one 
thoufand  bullocks,  and  one  thoufand  cows :  but 
according  to  the  poem  beginning  with  the  words, 
'  Cios  CaiJU  Accuahbbair,^  It  is  added,  thirty 
fcarlet  cloaks,  thirty  bullocks,  and  thirty  milch 

cows. 

V.  From  tliofe  of  Ciaruidbe^  ont  thoufand 
bullocks,  one  thoufand  cows,  and  one  thoufand 
hogs.  - 

VI.  From 
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VI.  From  the  people  of  Seallmadb^  (u)  one 
hundred  bullocks,  one  hundred  cows,  and  one 
hundred  hogs :  according  to  the  poem,  they  were 
to  pay  only  fixty  bullocks,  fixty  cows,  and  fixty 
black  weathers, 

VII.  From  the  inhabitants  of  Corcaluigbe^  one 
hundred  bullocks,  one  hundred  cows,  and  one 
hundred  hogs. 

VIII.  From  the  people  of  Miifgruidbe,  one 
thoufand  cows,  and  one  thoufand  hogs :  though 
other  accounts  add  three  hundred  beeves,  three 
hundred  hogs,  one  hundred  milch  cows,  and  one 
hundred  cloaks. 

IX.  From  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
Fcarmuigbe^  which  belonged  to  ODugain  of  the 
race  of  Ir  Ion  of  Mileadh,  forty  bullocks,  forty 
beeves,  and  forty  milch  cows. 

X.  From  the  people  of  the  Defies^  one  thou- 
fand bullocks,  one  thoufand  milch  cows,  two  thou- 
fand hogs,  one  thoufand  ftieep,  and  one  thoufand 
cloaks. 

XI.  From  thofe  of  Uaitbne^  three  hundred 
ffiilchcows,  three  hundred  hogs,  one  hundred 
bullocks,  and  three  hundred  cloaks. 

XII.  From  the  inhabitants  of  Ara^  one  hundred 

cows. 


(«)  Seactmadh  is  an  ancient  name  of  fome.  country  in 
tHe  weft  of  the  counties  of  Corke  and  Kerry,  which  I  do 
pot  find  in  any  other  oW  writing,  except  this  poem.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  was  Iveragh  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
which  as  it  chiefly  belonged  to  the  O  Sheas  and  others  of 
the  Earnian  race,  was  confequentiy  liable  to  pay  tribute  ; 
and  this  feems  the  more  probable,  as  that  country  alone  is 
not  reckoned  amongft  the  other  tributary  ftates  by  any 
other  appellative. 
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cow$,  one  hundred  h(^,  two  hundred  weatl^rs, 
and  one  hundred  green  cloaks« 

XIII.  From  the  people  of  Q^rjf,  feven  hun- 
dred cows,  and  feven  hundred  cloaks ;  befide  the 
obligation  incumbent  on  the  king  of  Ofiery  of 
fupplying  the  kihg  of  Munfter  wjth  his  ccm- 
tingent  of  armed  men,  when  demanded  upon  an; 
neceflary  occafion.  And  fo  on  from  different 
other  countries  and  petty  ftates :  all  which  fupp|ies 
were  to  be  paid  in  by  thofe  di^erent  people,  at 
Aated  times  and  certain  feafons  bf  the  year. 

N.  JB^  The  Dalgais  and  the  following  tribes 
and  principalities  were  exempted  from  paying 
this  kind  of  fifcal  tribute  to  the  king  of  Nfunftpr, 
zs  is  fct  forth  in  the  book  of  rights,,  but  more; 
at  large  in  the  Irjth  poem  beginning  with  the 
words,  4  Eolcba  Mumban  A&ire^  viz. 

I.  EcganaSJ  Of/bel^  %.  EogdtuUl  Aine ;  3.  Eogam^ 
GkannambaiH;    4,  Eoganad  Rairbkan'^   5.  Eog^r 
fiaH  Locha  Leitt ;  6.  Eogana£i  Graffm  {x) ;  7.  Aoibb. 
Liatbaip  -^  %.Ua  Ccomill  Gabbra ;  9.  jfoibb  Cairkrc 
4odbbba\  10.  Aoibb  Cormaici  11.  Eik  y  Fhom- 
tba.    In  a  word,  all  the  tribes  defcended  from 
Olliololum  by  his  three  fons,  Ecgan  More^  Conm 
Ca/Sy  and  Oan^  were  confidered  as  free  ftates  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  this  fort  of  annual 
tribute  for  the  fupport  of  the   king^  houfliold. 
From  this  and  the  preceding  notes  it  appears,  that 
none  but  fuch  as  may  be  confidered  as  mere  fub- 
jcds  and  foreigners,  no  wa}'  belongingtotbc  royal 

family 

{x)  The  king  of  Eoganacbt  Gra^an  was  O  Sulivan. 
wbofe  Jinceftors  held  their  chief  regal  feat  at  Knock  Graf- 
fan  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Share  in  the  county  of  Tip* 
perary. 
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family  of  Munfter,  were  fubjedted  to  the  jp^ym^  • 

of  this  kind  of  tribute. 

Bcfide  the  above  triblimry  fepplies,  the  king 

bad  fa^  royid  g»inaries  furniihed  by  thofe  of  hi3 

own  immedtate  domain  :  and  Ms  wine  cellars  were 

fupplicd  by  the  means  of  foreign  cocomercet 

while  his  home-liquors  were  provided  by  the  (lew- 

ards  of  his  palace  and  kitchens.     Such  was  the 

manner  of  hc»i(hold'occonomy,  and  fuch  were  the 

chief  finances  oi  the  greateft  princes  in  primitive 

times.     Tlwir  exchequer  arid  fifcal    revenues 

principally  confiiled  in  cattle,  corn,  and  other  nc- 

ceJarics  of  life,   which,  as  they  were  the  molt 

ufeful  wealth  and  treafury,  fothey  were  the  moft 

natural  and  folid  riches,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 

leaft  fubjed  to  luxurious  abofcs.      The  Latin 

word  pecmium  and  pecunia^  now  ufcd  to  fignify  i 

money  or  riches,  were  originally  applied  by.  the  ^ 

Latins  or  Romans  to  that  fort  of  wealth,  which 

confifled  in  cattle^   and  were  derived  from  the 

word  Pecusy  pecudis  :  and  by  the  bye,  I  am  apt  to 

think  the  words  were  primiuvely  pecudium  and 

^rttrfif,  in   the    fame   manner   that  Pecudiarius^ 

fignifies  a  Herd/man :  there  being  many  examples 

of  fuch  changes  of  one  letter  for  another  in  all 

languages.     Not  only  the  antient  Latins  regarded 

cattle  and  corn  as  their  principal  riches,  as  did 

all  the  firft  patriarchs  or  heads  of  tribes^  but 

the  greateft  kings  we  rea^  of,  either  in  facred  or 

profane  hiftory,  depended  upon   them  as  their 

principal  finances  for  the  fupport  of  their  dig- 

nity  and  houlhold.     The  magnificent  Solomon's 

revenues,  colledted  by  his  twelve  intendants  of 

provinces, 
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provinces,  were  nothing  clfe,  than  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifiohs  for  the  king's  court  and  ftablcs,  i  Kings, 
ch.  iv.  V.  7, 27, 28.  And  that  they  confiftcd  only 
in  beeves^  cows^Jbeep^  and  other  cattle^  &c.  as  well 
as  in  atrn^  or  grain  of  different  kinds,  appears  ex* 
prefsly  in  the  fame  chapter,  v.  22,  23.  When  the 
fame  king  applied  to  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  for 
fupplying  him  with  timber  for  building  the  tem- 
ple; we  find  that  all  the  payment  ftipulatedby 
the  latter,  confifted  barely  in  provifions  to  be  fo{h 
plied  for  fupport  of  his  houfhold.  Praebebifque  ne- 
ceflaria  mibi,  ut  detur  cibus  domui  mes,  i  Kings, 
5.  Thus  were  all  kings  and  their  houfhold  fi^port- 
ed  amongft  the  old  Germans,  by  fupplies  of  cattle 
and  corn  freely  and  abundantly  furnilhed  by  their 
people,    as  Tacitus  informs  us  in  thefe  words, 

*  Mos  efl  civitatibus  ultro  ct  viritim  conferrcPrin- 
<  iipibus  armentorum  vel  frugum  aliquid ;  quod 

*  prohonorc  acceptum  etiam  neceflitatibus  fubvc- 

*  nit.'  Tac.  de  M.  G.  c.  15.  Nor  can  this  manner 
of  paying  regal  rents  and  revenues  in  cattle,  corn, 
&c.  be  efteemed  either  barharoijs  or  impolilhed; 
fince  it  is  well  known,  that  the  kings  of  England, 
even  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  century,  were  often 
paid  in  the  like  old  coin  of  beevesy  which  were 
thence  called  rent-beeves.  Vid.  Sir  John  Davis's 
hiftorical  relation,  p.  6. 

We  fhall  now  enter  on  the  detail  of  other  fwb- 
fidiary  prefents  made  by  the  king  of  Munfter  to 
the  different  pentarchs  or  provincial  kings,  and 
other  princes  of  Ireland  in  his  royal  tour  to  tliofe 
princes,  as  the  fame  is  defcribed  in  the  bock  of 
rights  :  which  fubfidies  however,  I  do  not  fuppoft 

to 
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to  have  been  given  or  received  ^b  a  mark  of  fu- 
periority  in  the  king  of  Munfter  over  the  other 
pcntarchs,  (unlefs  it  ftiould  have  happened,  that 
be  was  alfo  monarch  of  Ireland  at  the  fame  time) 
excepting  only  the  king  of  Leinfter,  over  whom 
the  former,  in  his  quality  of  king  of  all  Leath^ 
mogha,  affumed  a  tributary  right.  I  therefore 
confider  this  kind  of  fubfidies,  as  well  as  the  re- 
tributions fupplied  by  thofe  that  received  them, 
as  a  conftitutional  cement  of  mutual  friendHiip 
and  harmony  between  the-  princely  chiefs  of  the 
lri(h  republic,  and  as  a  mark  of  their  political 
dcpendancc  on  each  other  for  the  common  intercft 
and  welfare.  The  order  of  the  king  of  Munf- 
tcr's  progrcfs  in  his  royal  vifits,  according  to  the 
book  of  rights,  was  as  followelh. 

I.  The  king  of  Munfter,  attended  by  the  chief 
princes  of  his  kingdom,  began  his  vifits  with  the 
king  of  Connaught,  and  prefented  to  him  100 
ftccds,  100  fuits  of  military  array,  100  fwords, 
and  100  cups,  in  return  for  which,  the  faid  king 
was  to  entertain  him  for  two  months  at  his  palace  of 
Cruacbatty  and  then  to  efcort  him  to  the  territories 
of  Tyrconnell. 

II  He  prefented  to  the  king  of  Tyrconncii^ 
20  ftccds,  20  compleat  armours,  and  20  cloaks, 
for  which  the  faid  king  fupported  him  and  the 
nobility  of  Munfter  for  one  month  at  his  palace 
of  Roifruadh^  and  afterwards  efcoried  him  to  the 
principality  of  Tyrone. 

III.  He  prefented  to  the  king  of  Tyrone,  50 
ftccds,  50  fwords,  and  50  cups ;  for  which  this 
king  entertained  him  and  his  court  for  a  month  at 

his 
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his  palace  of  OiXgb^  and  then  conveyed  him  to 
Tulach-6g. 

IV.  He  gave  the  king  of  Tulacb-og  30  forrcl 
Seeds,  30  fiords,  and  30  cups ;  in  return  of 
which  this  Dynaft  treated  him  and  his  fuite  for 
twelve  days  at  Drumchla,  and  thence  efcorted 
him  to  the  principality  of  Orgialla. 

V.  He  prefented  the  king  of  Orgialla  with  70 
fieeds,  70  fuits  of  military  apparel,  and  8  corflets, 
in  gratitude  of  which  the  faiid  jirince  was  to  en- 
tertain him  and  his  nobility  for  one  month  at 
his  palace  of  Eambainj  and  afterwards  to  elcort 
him  to  the  kingdom  of  Ulftcr. 

VI.  To  the  king  of  Ulfier  be  prfefcnted  100 
fteeds,  loofwords,  100  cloaks,  100  cups,  and 
1 00  bed-covers  or  counterpoints  curioufly  wrought, 
in  confid^ration  of  which  royal  prefent,  this  king 
regaled  him  and  his  retinue  for  two  months  at  bis 
palace  of  Boirce^  and  then  waited  upon  him  with 
the  princes  and  nobles  of  his  court  to  the  king- 
dom of  Meatb. 

VII.  He  ptefented  to  the  king  of  Math  100 
ftecds,  30  complcat  armours,  30  corff^ts,  and  30 
cloaks,  for  which  the  faid  king  treated  hira  and 
his  court  for  one  month  in  his  palace  ofTeambair 
or  Taraj  and  afterwards  efcorted  him  with  100  of 
his  own  chiefs  to  the  kingdom  of  Ldnfter. 

VIII.  He  prefented  the  king  of  Lernfier  with 
30  bond-women,  3o-fteeds,  30  cups,  and  30  rich 
bed -covers ;  in  return  of  which  he  was  enter- 
tained for  two  months  by  the  two  kings  of  the 
north-and  foutb  parts  of  Leinfter ;  and  then  the 

faid 
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faid  kings,  together  with  their  noWcs,.  were  to 
accompany  him  to  the  |[>rincipality  of  Oflfery. 

IX.  He  prefented  the  king  of  OJfery  with  30 
horfes,  30  corflcts,  or  coats  of  mail,  and  30 
fWords ;  for  which  this  king  was  to  entertain  him 
at  his  palace  of  Gowraniot  one  month,  and  then 
to  efcort  him  to  the  territories  of  his  own  king- 
dom. 

From  the  nature  of  thofe  prefents,  and  the 
obliging  manner  of  offering  them,  as  well  as  tlie 
gratitude  of  high  compliments  with  which  they 
were  jrcknowfedged,  the  reader  may  judge  how 
clofely  the  Irifli  nation  imitated  in  this  point,  as 
in  moft  others,  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Ger- 
mans, of  whom  Tacitus  obferves,  that  they  de- 
lighted in  receiving  gifts  from  the  neighbouring 
Aat^s,  fuch  efpccially  as  were  prefented  in  a  pub- 
fic  manner :  and  thofe  prefents  confifted  of  choice 
horfes,  grand  weapons  or  arms,  horfe-furniture, 
neck-chains,  &c.  Gaudent  praecipud  finitimarum 
gentium  donis,  quae  non  modo  a  fingulis,  fed  pub- 
Kcdmittuntur.  Tacit.de  Morib;  Germ.  cap.  15, 
From  the  dcfcription  of  the  above  royal  tour,  as 
well  as  from  the  antiquity  of  the  didion  and  lan- 
guage in  which  it  is  fet  forth  both  in  profc  and 
in  verfe,  it  Teems  evident,  tliat  the  law  or  cuftom 
which  regulated  thofe  princely  vifits,  and  the 
rights  attached  to  them,  was  of  a  very  ancient 
fttoding  amongft  the  Irilh  fovereigns ;  and  par- 
ticularly it  may  feem,  that  the  tours  of  the  kings 
of  Munfter,  as  now  defcribed,  were  really  and 
cffedlually  carried  on  by  fome  of  them  before  the 
dcftru6lion  of  the  Toyal  palace  of  Eamban  or 
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Emania  in  Ulfter,  and  that  of  Cmacban  in  Con- 
naught.  Mr.  O'Flahcrty  fixes  the  epoch  of  the 
building  of  Emania  by  Kimbaithus,  about  353 
.  years  before  the  Chriftian  aera  \  and  that  of  its 
demoliftiment  in  the  reign  of  Moredachus  Tirius, 
he  refers  to  the  year  of  Chrift  332,  Some  of  the 
above  defcribed  tours  cannot  therefore  be  of  lels 
antiquity  than  this  laft  epoch.  It  may  however 
be  reafonably  fuppofed ^  that  thofe  circular  vifits 
of  the  kings  of  Munfter  could  not  have  been  per- 
formed with  the  fplcndour  and  majefty  above  de- 
fcribed, before  the  end  of  the  ad  century,  whcft 
thofe  defcendants  of  Heberfionn  recovered  their 
original  right  of  poffeffing  half  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  ;  a  right,  which  Eugenius  Magnus  called 
Mogha-Nuagad,  then  wreftcd  out  of  the  hands 
of  Conn  of  the  hundred  battles,  king  of  all  Ire- 
land, after  having  defeated  him  in  ten  fucceflive 
engagements,  or  general  adions.  Ever  fince  that 
epoch,  the  kiBgs  of  Munfler  difa vowed,  in  a  fpe- 
cial  manner,  ani^  right  .in  the  chief  kings  of  the 
northern  half  to  demand  tributes  from  them  or 
their  fubjeAs :  in  the  above  defcribed  tour  of  the 
kvng  of  Munfter,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  a 
king  of  all  Ireland,  nor  fuch  an  extraordinary 
compliment  paid  to  any  particular  king, -that 
could  denote  him  to  be  a  fuperior  fovereign.  The 
king  of  Connaught  receives  as  royal  a  prefentas 
the  king  of  Ulfter :  and  the  king  of  Meath,  or 
Teamhair,  is  not  complimented  in  as  regal  a 
manner  as  either  the  one  and  the  other.  And 
agreeably  to  the  reafon  now  alledged,  we  findi^ 
.  exprcfsiy  mentioned  in  the  book  of  rights,  by  «'^y  1 
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d^ preamble  to  the  king  of  Munftcr's  prerogatives*, 
that  be  owned  no  fupcrbr  in  tertiporalities  but^ 
God,  and  thai  he  was  independent  fovereigti  of 
the  foutb^batf  of  all  Ireland,  which  was  feparaitci 
from  the  north  by  a  right  fine  drawn  from  Dab- 
lifi  toGaLway,  and  pafling  through  the  high  Idndi' 
of  E^  Miash.  It  was  in  c6nfequence  of  this  ftate 
maxim  of  independency  in  thefcingis  of  Munfter^ 
that  Fiacha  Muilleathan  king  of  the  Momonian 
provinces  or  Leathmogha,  abfolutely  difaVowed 
all  right  of  tribute  from  his  dominions  to  the  faid 
kmg  Cormac  or  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  In  efFeck 
ihe  king  of  Munfter  obliged  th{|t  northern  pripcfe^ 
not  only  toretradt  andrdiinquifli'  fuch  a  Tain  and 
groundlefspretenfion,  but  alfo  to  make  fulfrepa- 
ration*forthe<iamageshehad  done  to  the  ptopld 
of  Mtmfter  by  the  rafh  invafioh  of  that  province  ; 
for  the  perfo^Eliance  of  alLwhich  conditions,  the 
vidtorious  FfechaMuilleathan  obliged  htm  to  fend; 
hofta^s  to  his  court  at  Rath  Naoi  ftpw  daliecl 
Knock-Raffan  near  CaJhel. 

HepeJ  cannot  but  expreft  rriy  hearty  eonfeerni 
that  the  codes  of  civil  laws  anticntly  ufed  itt  this 
kingdom^  (hould  not  haVe  been  handed  dpwn  to 
uscomf^eatv  By  the  irhperfedl  dolleftiori  of  th^ 
Brchorilaws^  preferved  in  the  late  duKe  of^Jhin- 
dois*s  library,  and  conveyed  to  rtiy  handsV  by 
the  kitid  inte^pofi tioh  of  the  earl  of  Charleiiiont 
from  Sir  John  Seabright,w4idfe  property  they 
iiow  are^  I  think,  myfclf  fufiiciently  wdl  grotinded 
to  ejtpoftulate  with  Sir  John  Davis  Upon  the  feve*  ^  ' 
tity  as  well  ais  the  injuftiee  of  his  cenfure  on  the 
antient  Iriih,  conccrnirig  their  obfervance  of  thef^ 
D  d  very 
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very  laws.  The  attorney-general  pronounces  bis 
fcvcre  fentencc  againft  thero  in  the  following 
words,  by  which  he  fecms  afFefted  to  give  us  a  (am- 
ple of  his  erudition  and  cxtenfive  knowlcdgcof  the 
civil  laws  of  diiFerent  nations.  *  Whereas  (fays 
be)  *  by  the  honourable  law  of  England,  and  by 

*  the  laws  of  all  other  well  governed  kingdonis 

*  and  commonweals,    murder,   man-flaughtcr, 

*  rape,  robbery,  and  theft,   are  puniihcd  with 

*  death  :  by  the  Irifti  cuftom  of  Brehon  law,  the 

*  higheft  of  thofe  offences  was  puniflied  only  by 

*  fine,  which  they  called  an  Eiric.^    Hift,  Difc. 

p.  ze. 

Juftice,  as  well  as  found  judgment,  and  dicin- 
tereft  of  his  own  reputation,  in  quality  of  a  writer 
and  a  jurifconfult,  (hould  have  cautioned  that 
gentleman  againft  throwing  out  an  odious  reflec- 
tion of  fuch  a  weight  upon  a  whole  nation,  widi- 
out  having  previoufly  confultcd  either  the  Irifh 
hiftories  and  records,  by  which  he  might  be  foon 
difabufcd;  or  thofe  of  other  nations,  whereby  he 
could  eafily  convince  himfclf,  that  the  veryabufcs 
of  the  Irilh  Brehon  laws  concerning  the  points  in 
.  queftipn,  never  went  further,  than  what  we  find 
cnadted  by  the  exprcfs  texts  of  the  antient  laws  of 
fever^l  other  nations. 

Without  infifting  upon  the  truth  of  what  hiftori- 
ans  relate  of  fome  of  thelrifh  kings  who  lived  before 
the  light  of  the  gofpcl  appeared  in  this  kingdom, 
and  are  faid  to  have  enadted  capital  punitocnt 
againft  murderers  and  wilful  homicide,  I  ftall 
pt:ove  from  undoubted  authority,  which  however 
modern,  if  compared   with  thofe  which  were 
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made  in  the  times  of  the  Pagan  Irifh,  is  of  fuffici- 
ent  antiquity  to  convince  the  reader  of  the  injuf* 
ticeof  Sir  John  Davis's  cenfure  above  explained. 
The  ftatute  I  point  at  is  to  be  found  in  the  afts  of 
the  general  convocation  of  the  fiates  of  Ireland* 
afembled  by  Murtogh  More  0*Brien,  king  of 
Irdand,  an.  m.c.xi.  of  which  I  have  ancxtrattln 
an  old  Irirti  manufcript,  and  by  whofe  fixth  arti- 
cle, parricide  and  murder,  as  alfo  robbery  and  , 
theft  of  great  damage,  were  to  be  puniftied  with 
death  without  expeAation  of  reprieve,  or  mercy 
of  any  kind.  And  thus  much  is  neceflary  to 
difculpate  the  antient  Cbrifiian  Irijb  from  the  in- 
jullicc  of  Sir  John's  cenfure,  fince  he  makes  no 
diftinftion  between  the  Irifli  Chriftian  kings  atid 
their  Pagan  anceftors,  and  every  reader  of  Sir 
John's  works  muft  fuppofe  he  traits  of  the  age 
in  which  he  lived. 

That  the  antient  Pagan  Irifli  puniftied  murder 
and  theft  by  fine  alone,  is  certain  \  as  will  appear 
from  the  fragments  in  my  hands  ;  but  from  this 
lawyer's  cenfure  on  the  Irifli  by  fine  alone,  we 
may  reafonably  infer,  that  he  overlooked,  or  ra- 
ther had  not  read  all  the  old  laws  of  his  own 
country.  By  the  flighted  perufal  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  laws,  he  would  have  found,  that  his  cen* 
fure  lay  as  heavy  on  his  own  countrymen  and  their 
laws  in  former  times,  as  it  did  upon  the  old  Irifli. 
It  appears  quite  evident  from  the  very  text  of 
king  Athelftan's  laws,  that  all  forts  of  homicide, 
and  even  parricide,  were  then  punifliedJn  Eng- 
land only  by  a  pecuniary  fine  or  muldt.  *  Who- 
*  ever  killed  an  arch-bifliop  (wbi^h  could  not  be 
D  d  2  *  knowiftgly 
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•  knowingly  dpnc  wUhppt  panrickk;)  or  a  duke, 

•  Mras  fined  with  no  more  thaa  fifteen  thoufand 

•  thrymp(efi,  or  groats^  which  made  agol.  fttrl. 

•  The  parricide  of  a  bifliop^  and  the  kiUing  of 

•  an  carl,    was  taxed  only  at  8000  groats,  or 

•  about  142I.  fieri.     A  vifcount's  life  was  com- 

•  pen  fated  by  half  this  laft  fum /.  and  the  noble 

•  blood  of  a  lord  baron  was  eftecmed  to  be  worth 
^  no  more  than  2000  groats,  or  25I.  los.  which 

•  was  likewife  the  fine,  and  fole  temporal  puni|h- 

•  meht  for  murthcring  a  fimp^  prieft.   Whoever 

•  Killed  any  other  plain  man  within  the  twelve 

•  days  .oPChriftmas,  on  the  Sundays  of  Eafter 

•  and  Pentecoft,  on  Afcenfion  Thurfday,  or  in 

•  »the  feftivals   of  the  Purification,   Affumption 

•  and  Nativity  of  the  blcffed  Virgin  Mary,  or  in 

•  the  day  of  all  Saints,  was  punUhed  with  the 
^             *  fine  of  40s.    Rape,   robbery,  and  thcfti  were 

•  likewifc  puniflied  with  40s.  fine.'  See  Leg. 
Athelft.  Reg.  cap.  de  diverfis  occiforum  farfgum 
fmiis.  See  alfo  Hywell's  Dda's  Uge$  fFdica, 
pr  1^2;  Homer  alfo,  in  his  defcription  of  the 
fliield  of  Achilles,  reprefents  two  citizens  plead- 

Jnjg  coricerning  an  JS/r/V,  or  muift,  due  foraho- 
micid^e.  He  who  had  flain  the  maq  maintains 
that  he  had  paid  the  muld.  The  relation  of  the 
dead  declared  that  he  had  not  received  it,  and 
both  of  them,  fays  the  poet,  appealed  to  the  de- 
pofitipn  of  witnefles  for  determining  their  difpute. 
II  Ji  iS.  V.  499.  &c. 

.  A  good  lawyer,  and  an  impartial  judge  would 
have  alfo.  infpefted  into  the  oH  laws  and  cuftoms 
of , different  foreign  nations,  before  he  had  laid  fo 

V     V         .  •  grievous 
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grievous  a  char^  in  a  fingukr'manher  tiponflfe 
antient  If^  and  their  laws  concerhirig  the  puntlh- 
ment  of  capital  crimes.  Befides  reviewing  ttie 
Ai^lo-Sa3ton  ftatutes,  fee  wouRTIiave  alfo  con- 
ftdtcd  thofeof  dttier  nations  of  a  tike  genius  and 
rjMrit,  as  well  as  of  tin  eqtial  aittiiquity.  By  tfie 
nioftcurfory  caft  of  an  eye  on  the  Salic  law,  lie 
could  therein  teive  found  it  cxprefly  enaded^ 
'  That  any  freeiborn  man  who  had  killed  a  FranK, 

*  or  a  Barbarian,  or  any  other  peifon,  wbolivcSi 

*  according  to  the  Salic  law,  was  to  pay  aob  gotd 

*  folsbr  pence,  by  way  of  a  fine.    That  gdo 

*  gold  peruie  was  to  be  thefinfc  for  kilBhg  a  Ro- 
^  man,  who  may  be  qualified  to£t  at  the  kirijg^s 

*  tahk.     Whoever  Ihall  be  convifted  for  the 

*  murder  of  a  Roman,  wljo  is  a  man  of  jin  inde- 

*  pendent  property,  (hall  be  bljligcd  to  pay  a  fine 

*  of  loo  gold  pence.    Whoever  has  killed  a  tri- 

*  butary  fubj^,  who   was  a  Roman,  (hall  be 

*  HaWeto  the  fene  of  45  gold  pence  {a}.\  And 
afterwards,  the  fame  law  adds,  /  Whoever  has 
^  killed  a  chief  {>aron,  or  an  ^arl  or  graff,  who 
'  had  been  one  of  the  king^s  hou(hbld,  (hall  be 

*  condesnned  to  pay  a  fine  of  300  gold  pence  {by 

In 

(«)  Si  quis  ingenuus  Frsincum  aut  Barbarum  aut  homi- 
nem  qui  Salici  lege  vivity  Occident,  folidis  ducentis  cul- 
pabOis  jadicetun  Si  Romantis  homo  coniriva  regis  pcci- 
iiu  ftterky  f<^idis-creceiutis  compenatur.  Si  quis  Roi^a- 
nns  homo  poffeilary  id  eft,  qui  res  in  pago  ubi  remanet, 
proprias  poilidet,  occifus  fucrit ;  is  qui  eum  occidi^e  con- 
yincitur,  folidis  centum  culpabilis  judicetur.  X^eg.  Sal. 
Tit.'  44.  Si  quis  Romanum  tributarium  occiderit,  folidis 
^uadraginta  quinque  culpabilis  judicctur.   Ibid.  Tit.  44. 

(^)  SiquisSagibaronem  auc  GravioBjem»  qui  puer  ^e- 
pos  fueraty  occ^ric,  folidis  ter  centum  culpabilis  judice* 
tUTt    Lc3t  SaL  T\i.  5  7.  part,  fccunda. 
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.In  like  manner,  the  law  of  the  Ripuaiians,  aQa* 

4hcr  wibcof  the  Frfinks,  deddes,  *  thatifafrce- 

',  born  man  has  killed  a  Ripuarian  citizen,  he  is 

.    to  be  condemned  to  the  payment  of  aoo  gold 

;*  fols  or  pence  (jc).    That  if  a  RipwriankillsaSa- 

,^  lianFrank,  be  likewife  pays  200  gold  pence. 

,  *  That  the  fum  of  i6q  gcJd  pence  nwjft  be  paid 

^  fpr  killing  an  Alleman  or  Geraian,  a  Frifion,  a 

Jl  54yarian,  a  Saxon,  &c.    If  he  has  killed  a 

/  Burgundian,  he  (hall  be  likewife  fined  in  160 

'  *.  fuch  pence.    If  he  has  killed  a  Roman,  who  is 

r^  not  a  fubje£t  of  the  Ripuarian  king,  he  (hall 

*  pay  a  fine  of  100  gold  pence  (^Z)/  The  law 
of  the  Frifiones  in  the  compilation  of  Lindem- 
brug,  determines,    ^    that  if  a  nobleman  hath 

*  killed  another  noble,  he  (hall  pay  80  gold  fols 
"*or  pence  :  but  if  he  hath  killed  a  (implc  citizen, 

*  he  muft  pay  only  54  gold  fols  and  one  denier. 

*  The  noble  that  kills  a  franked  fervant,  (hall 
pay  27  gold  pence  wanting  one  denier  to  his 
niaflcr,  and  nine  fuch  pence  to  his  nearcft  rela- 
tions. A  citizen  who  had  killed  a  nobleman, 
was  to  be  fined  80  gold  fols,  and  only  53  and 
one  denier,  if  he  kiUs  another  ci^tzen  erf  the  fame 
rank  with  himfclf.  If  a  freed  fervant  has  kill- 
ed 


(c)  Si  quis  ingenous  ingenuum  Ripuariuin  interfeceriri 
ducentis  foUdis  cuipabilis  judicetur.  Lex  Ripuar.  Tit  7. 
(J)  Si  quis  Ripuarius  advenam  Frtncom  interfecerit, 
ducentis  folidis  cuipabilis  judicetur.  Si  quis  Ripnarius 
advenam  Alamaimuiny  feu  Frenonem,  vel  Bajavariam 
aut  Saxoaem  interfecerity  centum  fezaginta  folidis  coipa- 
biiis  judicetur.  Si  quis  Ripuarius  advenam  Burgundio- 
-  nem  mterfecerit,  centum  fezaginta  folidis  cuipabilis  judi- 
cetur. Si  quis  Ripnarius  advenam  Romanum  intc^cc^ 
Tit,  centum  folidis  mul^atur.    Lex  Rcpuar.  Tit  36. 
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^  ed  a  nobleman,  he  (hall  pay  ^o  gold  fols  ;  and 
*  only  53  land  one  denier  for  killing  a  (imple  citl- 

I  have  already  bbferved,  that  the  laws  atkl  fta- 
tutes  of  thd  Itifh  kings  before  the  coming  of  the 
Englilh,  ordained  the  pain  of  death  againfl  wilful 
murder,  rape,  robbery,  &c.  By  forae  of  the 
Brebon  or  civil  laws  the  fame  crimes  were  alfo  pu- 
uilhcd  by  mulds  or  fines,  \?hethdr  of  money,  cat- 
tle, or  land- property,  according  to  the  condition 
of  the  crimiiljftj,  who  befide  was  to  fuller  deaths 
imkfs  he  had  made  his  efcape.  Thofe  fines  were 
employed  to  make  reparation,  partly  to  the  fami- 
ly of  the  perfon  (hat  was  killed,  or  to  thofe  that 
had  foffered  irt  their  property  or  honour,  and 
partly  to  the  public.  In  the  fame  manneif,  w:e 
find  it  exprefly  fenported  by  the  liawsof  the  Ripu- 
arian  Franks,  tituld  79,  and  by  thofe  of  th*  Bur- 
gundians,  tit;  2.  deHomicid.  that  befides  the  pe- 
cuniary  mulcts  above  dcfcribed,  as  ordereid  by 
the  civil  law  in  reparation  of  damages,  the  crimi- 
nal was  aftetfwards  to  fuffer  death  by  the  law  of 
the  prince,  or  by  his  particular  fentence  :  unlefs 
fomc  favourable  clrcumftanceshiU  moved  hini to 
grant  his  royal  pardon  or  reprieve.  The  fame 
ntoim  we  find  obfeirved  and  enforced  by  the  par- 
ticular ordinances  of  the  French  kings  ChilcJibett 
the  fecond,  and  .Charlemagne,  V\d.  Capiml. 
Bahiz.  torn;  i.  p.  ip.^and  p.  197.  By  the  difpo- 
fition  of  thofe  ftatutes,  the  civir laws  and  judges 
were  firft  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
guilt  and  fentence  of  the  pecuniary  fine,  but  were 
not  to  meddle  with  the  fanguinary  fentence  or  ex-^ 
ecution,  in  regard  to  any  free-born  fubjeft,  which 

part 
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I  pMEMTt.  wi9^  r^Fvc^  to  ;tt<9^*  fovtre^ii  *t  »^d  of  tUs 
Jgli^pftxiin  w€,:ftifl/ Wvcry  pla'm  Iqotftcps  in 
England,  where  the  king's  death-warrant  is  pre- 
.vjDpfly  rcquirfit}  fgff 1 1\^  «irt€ftitip&  :<>f ^)€rfboi  of 
-ocr|i^in  ranks,  ot  copditbps,  ttrer,  ffw?e  thecfta- 
I  blifhnient  of  thpH^ornWQ  Uwb  m,^h«^ingdora. 
. .  f ;  From  what  i  hay«  f?id  df  ^f  A^glo-SaKfli 
-};!^w;5,  I  dp  not,  m9^  ^  ^tlirow  atiy .  oeofurc  ^pon 
Jhcm  for  not  ^punifliing  Apfc  ^iQWHid  crimes 
^therwife  than  by -pecuniary  mukf^;:  for  if  they 
/  ^j^K  ncTcrpHnilhcd  with  death  the  horrid  crime 

lafwpxd^T^  (wjiichj&a  point  I  do  w>t  taHc  tipon 
jpe  to  jelermine)  in  that  laajicirp,  ^hejr  only  iHM- 
jated  or  ratheiy  prejfi^ved  thctantient  vinannerdf 
^tbcir.pcrnfian,  ancefto^^  of  j^hfim  Tacitus  ob- 
^/qrves^  *,  that  Uky  ti^toncd  ft^^  by  the 

*  ijirfeitureof  a  c<??taHi  numbfir  xrf  cattle ;  airf 
,V.^ait  th?.wbpi«  fefnily  of ;tbfc;jperfon  whotas 
^*  ^i^d^pcivfdanid;  was  oof^eoj  with  this  kind 
.  *  ^rfetisfai^ipnM  ji  yj5ry  falttttty  mAotn  for  the 
^  fjublic  good^  r^m^ks  ouraulbory  ttlhis  criW- 

*  tainiqg  of  fpight4nd  enoiityib^  bcibf  darigc- 
X.  roi^s  .confe^vienqe  i^mongita  ipeople  of  nnbound- 
^*  pd  liberty.*  J^l  the  <}erauni^  nations  atovt 
cite^  fof  the  obf^qrvja^ce  of  tbfeifuftpm  of  pwft* 

j^.  honiicWe  %,|\ep)^niaty  ix>.0l4s,  had  the  feac 
^pSllical  reaiji?ni  fifx^.^wlhering  fo  it  aft^  the  nwfi- 
pqr  of  thcirijeniQtp  anceftor^  *nd  fo,  fbad  the^ 
'jient  Iripi*  » the  fiijbje<a6  of  tihfit  nation  eryoy^  » 
jTiivih  libcrtY^  yfi\i\  rcfgard  to  their  ^6tions,  as  tbofc 
pfaiiyothfx* 

.  If  Sir  Jjohn  Davis  was  not  really  ihforrtied, 
that  the  lawSf  ofpunilhing  homitide^  &c.  by  fi"^ 
alone,  were  forrheiiy/obfery^d  i»  fo  npiany  other 

nations, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


LAWS  OF  THIS  AlTTIBNTcmHSH.  ^jf^ 

nations,  and  even  in  his  own  country,  much  more 
currently  than  in  Ireland  ;  all  I  6in  fay  ia  favour 
of  his  knowledge  as  a  jurifconfult,  is,  that  his  eru- 
dition extended  only  tJo  the  Jaws  <if  Ift  own  times. 
But  if  he  was  confcioiis  of  the  exfftence  of  fuch 
laws,  in  various  other  civilized  nations  in  former 
times,  fuch  efpelciaJly  as  the  Anglo-jSaxpns  akd 
Franks,  I  don't  fee  how  he  can  c(cape  the  cenfure 
of  prejudice  and  partiality,  in  laying  the  whole 
burden  of  his  odious  charge  of  barbarity  and  ii- 
juftice  upon  the  Iri(h  alone,  and  their  Brehon 
laws.  If  we  are  to  cenfure  the  Irifli  antient  cuf- 
toin,  by  wliich  mere  and  unpremeditated  homj^ 
dde  waspunilhed  by  a  heavy  fine,  even  that  of 
the  forfeiture  of  property  to  the  profit  of  the  (\SXr 
viving  fufferers,  1  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  bring  ott 
uncehfured  the  prefent  pradlicc .  of  our  Englifli 
laws,  by  which  mere  homicide  or  mart(laugh^4r 
(into  which  murder  is  often  conftrued  by  favoiir^- 
ble  juries)  is  often  acquitted  of  all  fctfts  of  puftith- 
nients,  either  fanguinary  or  pecuniary.  ^j 

IlhaU  fini(h  this  part  of  my.  eflay  witl^^  a  pre^- 
oiis  rnorfel  of  antiquity,  being  the  cikof  SetUcr 
%Q^»,  ftated  according  to,  the  Irifh  law.  It 
was  written  by  fonie  Jirehon,  whofc  p^me  or  d^ 
donot  appear  :  by  the  compofitioasKidjanguisige, 
it  fcerils  to  have  been  the  work  of  .th9,6th  or  7th 
century.  The  original  is  in  the  poflefl5|on  Qf 
Charles  b*Connor,  Efq.  The  m^rn  IrilHntan 
will  acknowledge  that  he  underftandfe  )little  of 'tt :; 
and  I  muft  affure  my  readers,  that  -my  jrinflaticHi 
has  loft  much  of  the  beauty  and  neryouis  egcpref- 
fionof  the  original ;  but  it  is  a  literal  one. 

^  Aighneas 
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Aigbnets  do  tbabbtirt  Tigheamuis  do  rtir  in 
Fhenetceis  do  Sbinfior. 

jfVo  fonahadhbhair  far  c6ra  do  A  tighcamus 
do  ghabhaH,  ina  do  B.  Ar  an  adhbhar  gurobc 
Aasfine,  agus  as  (earr  do  reir  dhlighidb.  Mar 
«  dcr  dlighcadh  StPjfior  la  Fine^  &c.  i.  c.  an  U  as 
fme  ar  an  fine  do  dhul  ifin  Fhlaithcamhnas^  agus 
mar  a  dcr  dligheadh,  Ara  cbae  ofar  Jinfior^  &c. 
i.  e.  cetmigbneadh  an  ti  as  aige  riaCan  ti  as  fine  as 
an  Flaitheamhnas.  Mar  ader,  Fo  creanar  aois  la 
fine  acbt  m  ba  aois  diograidb^  i.  e.  as  fcarr  as  inchcan- 
paightbc  an  tc  as  fine  do  rer  an  fhencachais,  acht 
munab  aois  do  cbuaidh  o  chongnamh  i,  ionus  nach 
iontughtha  gradha  no  ceim  flaithis  di  ar  arfaidett. 
Mur  a  der,  An  ti  besjineafe  dofet^  i.  c.  afe  ah  te 
as  fine  as  remhteachtaige,  i.  e.  as  toifionaighe  learn 
do  dhul  ifin  righe  no  ifin  flaitheamhnas.  Ag^s 
mur  a  der,  dhghiS  cean  fogbaine^  dligbidb  jtnjjor 
Jaor  togba^  do  fit  aoi  aoffaibb^  i.  e.  as  rcmhteacl>- 
taighe,  i.  e.  *  as  toifionaighe  lem  do  reir  cuifi 
dlighidh,  an  te  as  fine  do  dhul  ifin  flaitheam- 
hnas, oir  dlighidh  an  finfior  athogha  go  (aor, 
dlighidh  ah  ti  as  fine  afritheoladh  go  maith  da 
chur  ifflaitheas.  Agus  mur  a  der,  as  redh  gach 
r6dh,  i.  e.  amhuil  as  redh  imtheacht  ar  an  fligh- 
idh  moir  redh,  as  amhluidh  as  r^dh  an  t^  as  fine 
do  dhul  ifin  bhflaitheas.  Agus  tpur  a  der,  foim* 
rim  gach  aonach  ceangair  gach  conair.  Righin 
gach  roilbhe,  dall  gach  dubhadhaigh,  1.  c.  torca 
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Pleadings  in  favour  of  Senior-fuccclfion  to  the 
Sovereignty^  according  to  Law. 

jThESE  are  the  reafons  that  A.  (hould  in 
jullice  be  nominated  to  the  fovereignty,  rather 
than  B.    Becaufe  A.  la  the  fenior,  and  mod  ca- 
pable according  to  the  law.    Thus  fayeth  the  law, 

•  the  eldeft  of  the  tribp,  &c.'  that  is,  the  fenior 
fucceeds  to  the  fovereignty,   and  fays  the  lawi 

•  the  eldeft  is  the  protedtor  of  the  youngeft,*  how 
then  can  he  protect  him  unlefshe  fucceeds  to  the 
fovereignty  ?  Again,  thus  fayeth  the  law,  *  fe- 
^  niority  qualifies  a  man  to  be  chief^  unlefs  fo  old 
^  as  to  be  degraded  ;*  that  is,  the  fenior  is  mod 
capable  of  ruling,  unlefs  fo  old  as  to  be  unable  to 
fupport  his  government,  fo  that  the  rank  of  fo- 
vereignty is  not  to  be  diverted  but  ia  the  inftance 
now  mentioned.  For  fayeth  the  law,  *  The  fe- 
^  nioif  ip  the  chief  finew  of  the  ftate,  he  is  the 

•  forerunner,*  that  is,  chief  of  the  fovereignty. 
And  fayeth  the  law,  *  the  fenior  is  the  proper 
^  chief,  age  gives  him  pre-eminence,  and  the 

•  law  nominates  him  /  Therefore,  I  plead,  that 
the  eldeft  be  nominated  to  fuccccd  to  the  fove- 
reignty, for  he  is  the  moft  prbper  perfon  to  ad- 
mlnifter  juftice  to  the  people.  And  it  is  faid, 
there  is  one  diredt  road  to  all  things,  every  beaten 
road  is  e^fy  to  the  traveller :  thus  is  the  road  to 
the  fovereignty  free  and  open  to  the  eldeft  or 
fenior.    Again,  it  is  faid,  fafe  and  eafy  to, the 
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imtheacht  na  hoidhche.  Righin  imtheacht  an 
tflebhe,  urufa  ceimniughadh  na  fligheadh  ni6ire& 
fbmbarcaideacht  gach  aonach  no  gach  fearann 
xMh;  famhtiii  fin  re  dlighetdh  tutfi,  i/e.rdfih 
dligheadh  chuireas  finfior  ittaoifetheacht  righe  na 
tuaithe  no  ifm  flaitheas  gelfine,  ara  foidhentaiin 
do  reir  dligbeadh  tar  dbocra  an  tfofar  do  cburjaf- 
flaitheas  ar  a  bheluibh.  Agus  mur  a  der,  a  mo- 
ruin  ambaoinigh  ambo£ta  in  muirtbi  mainmun 
moltar  gacb  fineachair,  i.  e.  afe  ni  do  meafadhdo 
rdr  an  feneacbais,  an  te  as  fine  do  dhui  i&ifhkn- 
tbeas.  Ro  feas  as  nafdaightbe  gach  oeadh  fri 
headfay  gacb  ollamh  fri  fine,  gach  fine  firi  fenea- 
chas,  gacb  feneachas  fri  fior,  gach  fior  fri  fafacb, 
gacb  fafacb  fria  dicheadal.  A^us  niur  a  dej;,  dala 
fileadh  riar  ireambadb,  gach  duine  dligheach  to- 
garar  uile  iftaiitheamhuin  fior.  Fo  bitb  as  ne 
c^re,  conbearbba  gadi  nuile  nomb.  Airlitbear 
dire  dligheach  gacb  ndireach,  i.  e.  as  do  as  dlig- 
heach ItSLtn  tighearnas  do  tabhairt  don  ti  as  fine, 
tk  direach  gach  ndileas,  i.  e.^asanasdireac^leam 
an  fiaitheas  do  tabhart,  i.  e.  don  ti  dar  dilcas  c, 
].  e.  don  ti  as  fine.     Agus  mur  a  der  a  Seanchus, 

*  Cifler  toirgfiona  gach  fiiie  an  tan  as  marbh  Ki 
^  na  tuaithe?  as  eadh  dieather  do  gach  gradhifin 

*  tuaith  teacht  cano  lindaimh  go  teach  an  Briiig- 

*  hadh,  &c  ambetb  rd  re  tri  noidbche  an  aga  coro- 

*  bairle  cia  do  gebhaidh  ifin  bhiBaitheam^iias,  & 

*  gurob  e  gabhaidh  ann  an  te  dan  duthaidhS,  H 

*  gurob  flaith  a  athair  no  a  lean  athair  &  go  rath 

*  liaid  tri  conmairifmc  aige,  i.  e.  bailte  puirt,  & 

*  gurob  iconraic  d  gan  guin  gan  gold.' 

Adhbharele  fan  cora,  A  do  chur  affiaitheas  iqa 
fe^  dp  beth  in  urihitafacht   nia  ttoifieacbta  r6  r^ 
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traveller  is  t^e  beaten  roac^^  hut  tcdipus  and  irki* 
fome  is  the  tracklef^  mountain,  a^d  micertaja  ia  . 
the  way  on  the  deep,  fea§;  thys  .is  the  beaten  road 
open  to  th«  (enior  to  advance  to  the  fovereignty  or 
flaitblhip  of  a  gel*  tine ;  it  ia  th^irefpre  meet  and 
proper,  it  is  agreeable  to  the  law  to  eie^  tb^. 
fenior  and  to  rej^d  the  junior.    Mpreoyci*  it  is 
faid,  the  mpft  noble  in  bloody  the  mpft  wealthy  in 
fubftimce^  is  always  the  moft  renowjied  in  every 
tribe,  that  v&^  if  we  judge  of  thefe  thii^saqoHdr 
ingto  the  cxprefs  words  of  the;  )aw,.the  feniprmuft 
fuccced  to  the  fovefpignty .    It  is  a  known  maxim, 
that  all  protedion  and  /Upport  prpceeds  frpm  the  ' 
law,  that  the  mott  learned  men  proceed  from  the. 
tribes,  and  that  eycry  tribe  is  fupported  by  th^ 
fcanacas  or  laws;  tl^t  every  law  is  founded  ia, 
reafon,  and  that  reafon  proceeds  from  refleftion. 
AQd  co^mmunicatipn  of  ideas  eaph  to. the  other., 
It  is  known  and  allowed  that  the  aflenibiies.pf 
philofopbers  in  all  ages,  have  always  had.recourfe 
to  the  Uw  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  that  their; 
voice  nominated  the  prince;  therefore  when  the 
Wisjuft,  let  every  man  fubjed  himfelf  lo  itj 
^w  the  law  of  nonuoating  the  ienior  is  founded 
injuftice,  let  him  therefore  be  proclaimed  fover 
^€ign.    But  what  fays  the  Seancas,  (or  our  moft' 
ancient  Code)  '  How  is  a  tribe  to  condud  tbem* 

*  felveson  the  death  of  a  fovercign  ?-*every  noble 
'  in  the  diftrich  fliall  of  his  free  will,  with  full 

*  retinue,  afiemble  forthwith  at  the  houfe  of  a 

*  Bruigh,  and  (hall  there  remain  in  covincil  during 

*  threce  nights,  confidering  to  whom  of  r%ht  the 

*  fovereignty  belongs,  and  they  ftiaU  name  him, 
*whofe  right  and  property.it  is  tofuccecd,  him 
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rudharta,  gan  fuaidredh  gan  mhillfin  a  dhligh^ 
eadh  uime,  afe  fin  a  cheart  do  legean  tairis  da  tt 
re  prioinhfcript  Mar  a  der  dligheadh,  *  legadh 
^  crece  gan  eargaire/  i.  e.  madh  do  reachadh  fi6oid 
.  ah  codhnaigh  ina  fiadnuifi,  8r  gan  a  crofadh  dho^ 
do  fgurfiad  Ics  amhuil  fgo  madh  h  fSn  do  rcach- 
fadb  iad.  Gir  a  der  dligheadh  gurob  ar  cedhis 
hadhbharibh  tug  dia  uriabhra  da  dtm^,  i.  e.  do 
thairmcafg  uHc,  do  f  h<M?iiteatnh  maith'is,  do  mhu- 
nadh  eoluia  fir  do  iarraidh  eoluis.  Agus  a  der 
dliglbcadb,  ^  gibe  duine  celKdhe  ara  ndentur  fo- 
^  char  no  dochar  do  lathair  f6n,  &  go  fTeadfad 
^  athairmeafg  go  leanann  air  muna  ccrofann6/ 
Agus  ader  dligheadh,  *  bi  gach  connradh  amhuil 

•  do  r6nadh,  &  ni  dligh  connradh  cumfgugadh/ 
Nt  dhligh  coibhce  cofgradh,  ni  dligh  iodhnocal 
alhcuingidh,  as  gach  naidhm  amhuU  fo  naifgear. 
As  gach  cor  amuil  do  ronadh.  Ar  ni  fuaidrithear 
cuir  iar  na  ndluthadh,  a  meas^  a  ttomhus,  an 
imchif],  an  iomradh  ria  na  ndeanamh,  ar  narab 
taithmheac  iar  naidhm,  ar  na  rob  ghaois  iar 
mbaois,  biothratha,  bithdilfi,  amhuil  fo-naifcc; 
agus  ader,  Ruidhleas  gach  leughadh,  laindileas 
g^ch^dilfiughadh  :  Tuidhmide  gac  cor,  doniodh- 
naidh  I&mh  &c  buel  &  teanga.     Ader  f6s,  as  bear! 

•  Conall  Comhramhach,  gidh  feancha  go  rooir- 
eolus,  ni  taithmith  annfin.  Socorach  gach  faor, 
faor  gach  faoithir  ara  bfiannathar  gaoith,  i.  e.  as 
(lain  leam  a  afdadh  an  ni  ro  feadadar  na  gaoithdo 
breth  uatha  an  duibhart  fcafa.  Agus  amhuil  as 
heart,  afdadh  caich  iccoruibh  bcul  ar  baoi  an  bioth 
imboile,  muna  afdadaois  cuir  beul :  afeadh  ciall  na 
riaglach  dlighidhfm  anuas  uile  (gidh  ecfambuit 
afuidhiu^hadh  &  finughdair)  gach.dlightheach  an 
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^  vrhofe  father  or  grandfather  was  a  Flaith,  who 

*  had  three  royal  palaces^  and  who  had  conduced 
Vhimfelf  in  his  fovereignty  without  plundering^ 

*  or  maiming  his  fubjefts. 

Another  reafon  why  A.  (hould  be  nominated 
rather  than  B.  is,  that  A.  has  been  many  years 
reputed  and  efteemed  as  heir  to  the  fovereignty : 
the  law  has  neither  expelled  him,  or  been  turned 
againft  him  in  any  inftance.  A.  therefore  pleads 
his  right ;  for  thus  fayeth  the  law,  *  the  man  who 

*  (lands  tacitly  by,  and  fees  his  property  fold  to  an* 
other,  that  man  (hall  lofe  his  property  as  if  he 

*  himfelf  had  fold  it/  Again,  fayeth  the  lawy 
^  God  gave  to  man  the  ufe  of  fpeech,  for  thefe 
*four  reafons,  to  forewarn  evil,  to  point  out 
^goodnefs,  to  feek  knowledge,  and  to  com- 
^municate  it/  And  moreover  fayeth  theMw^ 
^  that  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  fuflfers  evil  to  be 
^  done  in  his  prefence,  without  endeavouring  to 
^  preventi  t,  let  that  man  abide  the  confequences/ 
And  again«  *  let  every  covenant  be  fulfilled ;  it 
*'  is  againft  the  law  to  evade  a  covenant/  It  is 
not  lawful  therefore  to  fet  afide  a  juft  inheritance 
without  caufe,  or  is  it  lawful  for  the  other  party^ 
in  this  cafe,  to  petition  a  gift :  let  every  covenant 
be  according  to  its  terms,  every  furety  according 
to  its  bonds.  When  once  a  furety  is  given,  or  a 
covenant  made,  no  law  can  di(rolve  the  ternis^ 
cither  in  meafure,  in  weight,  in  tributes  or  pro- 
mifes :  no  art,  no  felfwill  can  afterwards  controul 
it,  but  the  letter  of  the  covenant  muft  be  ftridtly 
adhered  to.  Again  it  is  faid,  faithful  and  not  to 
be  contradicted  is  the  written  law,  and  binding 
is  every  furety  whether  by  hand  or  tongue.    And 
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conr«dh  4o  bheth  do  r6r  myr  <k>  nhhear  e  iiBadli- 
njoifi  daiCHc^  ceUidhe  go  fiios  doibh  ffo  gan  thai^ 
mcafg. 

Cuis  de  chuireas  6,  o  d^igbearnus^  i.  c.  B.  do 
bhcth  fionghalacb,  i.  c.  f  boil  a  f  hlncfeo  do4pr- 
tadb  do.  Mai:  ader,  dcrgf  hjnc,  I  e.  an  fine  fipn- 
^I^b.  Aa  fiopghaUcb  ms^uro' bb^rid  fine  adh- 
iobbadbiidbc  &c  ni  bherida,  cbioa  &.ni  bhcreao- 
nfomb  diobbadb  na  fioe  &  bendh  a  don*  As 
e^b  a  cbiaUfin,  i.  e.  gi  be  neach  dbetfgi^sta  lamb 
ar  a  f  bine  f6n  ag  dortadb  a  fola.gt}robfear  fiongh- 
aile  murfin  e,  St  nach  coir  a  cor  j  ttighcaraus. 
Agu^6s  ata  do  reir  dMighidh  nacb  ttod  a  cbion 
ara  fbine  (mur  adertbacion  cocnJioguifi)  (rgo 
tted  a  edbf eacht  jalainr.b  afine  ara  fl^on  &n,  Gidh 
eadhado  gbci^na  an  fiongbalach  peann^it  do  dhia 
&  eric  do  jdhuifiue  ar  Ton  a  (nbifi^niomha  dpgebli 
achiH^  roona  do  cdhreacbt  a  athar  &  a  feantibar 
f^  8c  ni  f  bagl^im  cuid  doq  f  bearaqn  edhre^bta 
coitchinne  bbios  ag  an  f bine  uile.  Agus  ader 
dlightadh,  ^  gurataigbeas  Sc^iitedirea;  &  gutua- 
rufd^l  &  goid  8c  ethcacb^  feall&:  fiw^al&du- 
ii^etaidhci  go  tteafdann  a  la'mcanachlann  o  dbuine 
faga<4[i  tnni  diobbfm^  8^  f^cbtar  ^mataid  fin»  no 
eancbor  diobb  ar^  B>  go  tteafda  a  ;laineanacfalann 
uadba  8t  ar  na  badbbbaf aibh  reamraite  uile,  gur 
eagur  6aitbf  as  ris  £c  gurob  do  A.  dleagar  a  tba- 
bhairt- 


knb   OP    THE    FIRST    PARt, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


LAWS  OF  THE  ANTlENT  IRISH.  4*7 

fays,  '  Conall  Comhramhach,*  there  is  no  break- 
ing the  Hne  of  genealogy  ;  fafe  is  every  free  man^ 
and  free  is  every  nobleman.  And  it  is  faid,  flop 
that  people  whercfoever  fituated,  who  would  tref* 
ipafs  with  their  tongues,  the  fenfe  of  which  is  this, 
that  a  covenant  made  in  the  prefence  of  men, 
not  being  idiots,  (hall  be  binding  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

Another  rcafon  why  B.  is  difqualified  for  the 
fovercignty  is,  that  B.  is  a  murderer :  he  hath 
fpilt  the  blood  of  his  own  tribe  ;  he  is  a  dearg- 
fine\  confequently  as  a  murderer,  the  tribe  take 
his  inheritance,  yet  take  not  on  them  his  guilt* 
Whoever  ftains  his  hand  in  the  blood  of   his 
own  tribe,  is  a  murderer,  and  cannot  be  eledled 
to  the  fovereignty,  yet,  according  to  law,  his  kinf- 
men  aretiot  difqualified,  although  his  inheritance 
defcends  to  his  tribe ;  for,  though  a  murderer  does 
pennance  to  God,  and  gives  Eric  to  man,  he  gets 
his  portion  of  paternal  inheritance,  but  none  of 
the  land  he  inherited  in  common  with  the  tribe. 
And  laftly  fayeth  the  law,  perjurers,  falfe  witnefles, 
falfe-furelics,  thieves,  traytors,  murderers,  men- 
ftealers,  (hall  forfeit  a  full  Eric  for  every  fuch 
aime  :  Lo !  then  if  any  one  of  thefe  crimes  can 
be  proved  on  B,  he  muft  pay  the  full  Eric  — - 
for  all. thefe  reafons  aforefaid  B.  cannot  be  nomi- 
nated, and  A.  in  due  courfe  of  law  is  the  proper 
fovereign. 
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CoUe^anea  de  Rebus  Hibernicts, 


N  It  M  B  E  R     IV. 

A 

CRITICO- HISTORICAL 

DISSERTATION, 

concerKikg  the 
LAWS   OP    THE   ANTIENT    IRISH. 
PART  11. 

CONTAINING 

The  Tanistic  Law  of  SENiOR-Succfi^sioK,  illuf- 
trated  in  an  Hiftorical  and  Genealogical  Account 
of  the  Kings  of  Munster. 

BEING 

Aa  Essay  on  the  General  History  of  Munstir,' 
from  the  Beginning  of  the  third  Century,  to  the  Year 
1541  ;  when  Morrogh  O  Bribn  furrendcred  his  Title 
of  Kino  of  Munster  to  HenrV  VIII.  and  was  cfeatcd 
£arz«  of  Thomond  and  Baron  of  Inchi^^^in. 

Compiled  chiefly  from  the  Codex  MomonienCis  or  Book  of 
Munfter,  the  Annals  of  Innisfailen,  Tighernach,  Ma- 
gradan  and  the  Chronicon  Scotorum  of  ClOnmacnois. 

Interfpcrfed  with  Observations  on  the  various  Tribes  of 
Belgians,  Livonians,  Pruflians*  Pomeranians,  Danes» 
and  r>^orwegians,  who  invaded  this  Country,  at  dif* 
ferent  Periods,  to  the  end  of  the  ninth  Century. 

TO       WHICH      II      ADDIO, 

Part   of  the  antient  Brehon  Laws  of  Ireland. 


The  whole  intended  as  an  Essay  towards  furnifhing  fome 
Light  for  future  Enquiries  into  the  Origin  of  the 
antient  Irish  Nation. 
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TO 
THE    RIGHT   HONOURABLE 
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EARL  AND  BARON  of  INCHIQyiN, 
AND  BARON  OF  BURREN, 

THIS   FOURTH  NUMBER 

OF    THE 

C    OLLECTANEA, 

CONTAINING    THE 
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HISTORY    OF   HIS    ANCESTORS, 
KINGS    OF    MUNSTER, 
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HIS    LORDSHIP'S 

MOST     OBBOIBMT, 

MOST   HUMBLB    SERVANT, 

CHARLES  VALLANCE 
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ON   THE 

NATIONAL      CUSTOM$, 
AND   STATE-Lfl^WSl 

or     T  H  B 

A    N   T   I   B   N   T     I   |L   I   S  H, 

?        A       R       T  IL 

C    H    A    P.       I 

fhs  ^amftk  Law  ^  Seqjpr  Supqeiljlon  ill^ftrafe^ 
if^  an  biftorical  and  gemaJogical  accotfnt  of  th 
Km^s  of  Mnnfter  of  the  DahCqffia^n  race^ 
conwSlcd '  with  the  bifiory  cf  th,  Eugfnja^ 
Kings  of  Cajhelj  an4  tbofc  cf  the  other  ftp^jnces 
of  Inland. 

x5Y  way  of  introdu6kion  to  the  following 
hiftory  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  inform  thit 
reader  that  my  whole  account  of  the  lives  and 
reigns  of  the  Dal-Caffian  Kings  of  Munller^from 
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Eogan  More  fumamed  Mogh  Nuagad,  the  ftock 
of  that  race,  down  to  Kennedy  the  Father  of  Brlen 
Borove  king  of  all  Ireland,  hath  been  extrafted  out 
of  that  old  monument  of  Irifti  antiquities  the 
Codex  Momonienfis  or  Munllcr  book,  whereof  I 
have  an  authentic  copy  ;  and  as  no  regular  chro* 
nology  hath  been  obferved  by  the  authors  of 
that  ancient  work,  the  reader,  I  hope,  will  there- 
fore cxcufe  the  like  defedt  in  that  part  of  my 
hiftory  -,  and  the  more,  as  none  of  thofe  few  of 
the  general  annals  of  Ireland  which  ftill  fublift, 
hath  furniftied  us  with  a  complete  and  exadt  ac- 
count of  the  fucceflion  of  the  Kings  of  Munfter 
of  either  the  Dal  CalTian  or  Eugenian  race,  until 
about  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century ;  from 
which  epoch  the  reader  may  expeft  a  regular  and 
true  chronology  down  to  the  end  of  this  effay. 
In  the  mean  time  I  judge  it  neceifary  to  prepare 
the  learned  reader  for  the  firft  part  of  this 
hiftory,  by  apologizing  for^  its  dryncfs  and  want 
of  interefting  tranfadtions  or  important  events; 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  expected  until  tbe 
arrival  of  the  northern  invaders  towards  the  end 
of  the  Vilhh  ceAtury  ;  after  which  time  the  reigns 
of  Kennedy  (on  of  Lorcan,  and  thofe  of  his  fons 
Mahon  and  Brien  Borove  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
will  open  quite  different  fcenes  of  adtion  and 
bravery  in  repelling  foreign  force  and  maintaining 
regalindependency.  In  the  reign  of  Mahon  fon 
of  Kennedy,  the  reader  will  find  a  critical  differ- 
t^tion  concerning  the  faid  northern  invaders, 
whpm  our  writers  called  Lochlannaice,  the  cdun- 
tfies  fcp.m  when<?e  they  ^ame,  and  the  caufes  of 
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their  emigrations  and  foreign  expeditions,  in  the 
Vlllth  and  IXth  centuries. 

Such  readers  as  may  be  neither  curious  norin- 
terefted  in  mere  Irifti   affairs  unconnedted  with 
foreign  hiftory,  are  at  full  liberty  to  pafs  over  the 
firft  part  of  the  following  effay  as  (lightly  and  as 
rapidly  as  they   pleafe  ;  but  as  to  thofe  who  by 
nature  are  inclined  to,  and  intereft  themfclves  in 
\*hatever  may   regard   Irilh  antiquities,  and  the 
prefervalion  of  thofe  venerable  remains  of  the 
old  monuments  in  which  they   were  recorded  ; 
1  hope  I  need  not  make  them  any  apology   for 
delivering  into  their  hands  in  its  original  fimplici- 
ty  what  I  have  found  in  the  Codex  Momonienfis 
concerning  the  kjngs    of  the  Dal-Caffian  race, 
from  the  lid   century  to  the  beginning  of  the 
IXth :  after  which  I  (hall  purfue  their  hiftory  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  Eugenian   princes,  and 
other  kings  of  the  different  provinces  of  Ireland, 
according  to  the  authority  of  the  beft  annalst 
particularly  thofe  of  Innisfallen,   Tighernach  and 
his  continuator,    with   thofe   of  Magradan,  the' 
Chronicon  Scotorum  and  of  Clonmacnoifs,  of  all 
which  I  have  old  and  well  authenticated  copies. 
1  have  chofen  the  fucceffion  of  the  Dal-Caffian 
princes,  preferably  to  that  of  the  Eugenians  for 
carrying  on  this  hiftory,  becaufe  the  Munfter 
book  does  not  furnifti  any  regular  account  of  the 
princes  of  the  latter  family  ;  it  were  to  be  wiftied 
for  the  advantage  of  antient  hiftory,  that  other 
writers  well  verfcd  in  Irifli  antiquities  would  col- 
left  all  the  accounts  they  could  find  of  their  refpec- 
livc  provincial  kings,  beginning  at  the  Hid  cen- 
tury ; 
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twjy  ;  for  I  muft  own  Ihayc  but  very  little  fidth 
in  many  things  that  are  delivered  ia  thehiftcmes 
of  times  preceding  thi;s  eppcb^  Such  ^  under- 
taking may  facilitate  the  qoippiliQg  o^  a  gpod  ge- 
neral hiftory  of  old  Ire^anc). 

EOGAN:    MORE. 

Eogan  More,  furnamed  Mo^h  Nuagad^  king 
of  Munfter  towards  the  end  of  the  lid  century, 
wijs  the  fon  of  Mogh  Neid  king  of  the  fame  pro? 
vinicc,  defcended  from  the  royal  lipe  of  Hebcr 
Fionn;  hi^  njotjicr  wi^s  S^da  d,aug^ter  of  Flann, 
foq  of  Fi^.chra  of  the  Earn^ianj  of  ^unfter  ;  he 
niarried  BeaTja  d^ghter  ofEibhirfon  pfMidhm 
a  King  or  prince  in  Spain,  and  had  by  her  twa 
ibjCiSy  viz.  OUIqI  O^m,  and  Luig  Lega,  and  two 
daughters,  whofe  napies,  we^e  C^pincilwiall  and 
Sgoithniaijnh ;  this  inter-marriage  between  Eogan 
More  ^nd  the  daughter  of  th^  above  Spanifli 
prince,^  hap^r^ed  while  Conn  fum^med  Ccad- 
chfl^thach  was  king  qf  Tara,  and  ftiled  himfelf 
king  of  Ireland  ;  oijr  brave  Mpmopian  king  af- 
fifted  by  Kuagad  Dearg,  fon  of  Pairinne,  fon  of 
l^re,  a  prince  of  ^he  Ithian  rac?,  with  whom  he 
had  been  educated^  made  wa^  upon  Luig  Allab- 
ba^hfonofCairbreCromchin,  fon  of  Daire  Do- 
t^more,  and  Aongus  (both  Eajrnaian  princes  and 
vf  the  pofterity  of  Connaire  More)  for  their  ufur- 
p^itipns  in  th^  province  of  Munfter  ;  he  gave  them 
three  battles,  one  of  which  h9ppciied  at  Sanah- 
doire,  where  ^.uig  Allath^  w^s  Oain ;  hereupon 
APAgus,  being  deppved  erf  Jw^  powerful  aflbciatc 
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bufurp^tipD^  and  ddjpairmg;  q£  being,  ablft  tor 
mabcheadagiunft  Eog?ui,  whofeppwer/a^d.  mir 
litwy  gloi:yf  was  d*ily  encccaffngi.  rqjairs  to  Cpqa 
tbaking.of  Xara^  apdirepi^fctUfiitQ  him  .the  fetal 
cpnfcqwences  of  Mpgli»  Nuag^d'a  vjc^ojiqs^  TWa 
king  moyedratthe.  complaint  of  hi?  fupplianti, 
and  jealous  of  the  growing,  power,  and,  reputation 
of  the  Heberian  prince,  fiipplied.  Aongus.  wiri> 
areinforcemtnt  of  five  thoufand  njcn.  Apngw 
in  order,  to  vindicate  hishufurped.  rigj[rt,  by  fnrr 
prizing  his  adveriary^  mar^ches- with  ajl  poflible 
fpeedat  the  hcadlof  bis  auxiliary  trj0op$,  joined 
to  thercmains  of  his  own  fcattcred  army,  tp  tbo 
territory  of  Ivc-Uatbain  in  tbecoiunty  of  Corker 
where  Eogan  well  prepared  to  receive  hin>,  obr 
tained  a  ^gnal  vi(3:ory->  and  had  the  glory  wd 
ialiflfaaion  of  killing  die  ufujrper  of  hi^father'^ 
cmwn  and  kingdom  with  his  own  hand. 

This  oircuraftance  brought  on  a  tediQu^  and 
bloody  war  between  our  Momoniau  herp  and 
Conn  Ccadchathach^  in?  the  p;;ogrefi5  of  wiiicb  the 
former  proved  vidorious  in  ten  fucceflive  pitqhed 
battles,  viz.  the  battle  of  Brofne,  the  battle  of 
Greine,  the  battle  of  Gabhran,  the  battle  of  Sam- 
paite,  the  battle  of  Athlone,  the  battle  of  Ath- 
aiail^  the  battle  of  Sliabb-mo&igh,  the^  battlfi  of 
Moigh-criochy  the  battle  of  Suama,  aiKl  thebaic 
tltofVifneach;  tbefevii^iQrie^fofi^humblqdand 
Induced  the  power  of  Conn,  that  he  was  glad  tQ 
come  to  an  equal  dlvifion  of  Irelaad,^  het.weenr  him 
and  his  refolute  enemy,  and  to  coE^eat  hinrfelf 
^ith  the  chief  regal  jurifdi£lion  of  the  northern 
half,  called  from  him  Leath-Cnimi,  ok  Conn'^ 
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half  i  the  fouthcrn  half,  which  was  the  hereditary 
right  of  Mogh  Nuagad  and  his  anceftors  derived 
to  them  from  Heber  Fionn,  was  called  Lcath- 
mogh,  or  Mogh*s  half.  The  bounds  fixed  be- 
tween them  were  from  Athcliath  na  Mearuidhc, 
now  called  Clarin's  bridge,  near  Galway,  to  the 
ridge  of  mountains  called  Eifgir-Riada,  on  which 
Cluainmacnoifs  and  Guainirard  are  fituated,  and 
fo  on  to  Dublin.  By  this  means  thefc  two  deter- 
mined enemies  came  at  laft  to  a  reconciliation, 
and  remained  each  in  peaceable  poffeflion  of  his 
refpedlive  part,  without  infringing  on  the  terri- 
tories of  the  other,  or  committing  any  hoftilities 
for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years  :  at  which  term  of 
time  certain  difputcs  relative  to  the  duties  of  the 
port  of  Dublin  happening  between  them,  they 
affembled  their  forces  at  Magh-Lcana,  where 
Eogan  being  furprifed  in  his  bed,  was  barbaroufly 
murdered  by  Conn  in  perfon,  the  night  before 
the  day  on  which  the  battle  was  to  be  fought, 
Thus  far  our  Irifli  original  of  this  tranflated  t%r 
tradt. 

REMARKS. 

Keating's  account  of  the  origin,  progrcfs  and 
circumftances  of  the  above  defcribed  war,  by 
which  Eogan  More  recovered  the  hereditary  right 
of  his  anceflors,  differs  in  fome  material  rcfpefts 
from  the  above  narrative.  He  fets  forth  that  the 
Earnaidhs,  who  derived  their  origin  from  Heri- 
mon,  and  confequently  of  the  fame  ftock  with 
king  Conn,  had  fo  fiar  overpoweied  the  defccnd- 
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ants  of  Hcber  Fionn,  that  three  chiefs  of  thofe 
ftrangers  ufurped  at  the  farpe  time  all  regal  fway 
in  Munfter,  viz.  Luig  Allathach,  Daire  Doran- 
more,  and  Aongus.  That  Eogan  More  in  this 
fituation  of  his  affairs  found  himfelf  under  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  craving  the  affiftance  of  Daire  Barrach, 
fon  of  Cathoir  More,  king  of  Leinfter,  of  the 
Heremonian  race,  with  whom  Keating  fays  that 
Eogan  More  had  been  educated,  inftead  of  attri- 
buting his  education  to  Nuagad  Dearg,  fon  of 
Dairinne,  fon  of  Baire  of  the  Ithian  race,  for 
whom  Keating  muft  have  miftook  Daire  Barrach, 
on  account  of  the  refemblance  between  his  name 
and  that  of  Dairinne  Mac  Baire.  Keating  adds, 
that  this  king  of  Leinfter,  ferffible  of  the  wrong 
and  ufurpation  carried  on  by  the  Earnaidhs  againft: 
Mogh  Nuagad,  fupplied  him  with  fufl&cient  forces 
to  recover  the  crown  of  Munfter.  Eogan  at  the 
head  of  thefe  auxiliaries  marched  into  the  pro- 
vince of  his  anceftors,  and  halted  in  Ive-Liathain, 
now  called  Barrymore,  in  the  county  of  Corke  ; 
here  Aongus  made  head  againft  him  with  a  nu- 
merous army,  and  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  in 
which  Eogan  More  being  viftorious  routed  the 
enemy  and  purfued  them  fo  clofe,  that  he  drove 
them  entirely  out  of  the  province.  He  afterwards 
mentions  Aongus's  flight  and  application  to  Conn 
Ceadchathach,  and  his  return  at  the  head  of  fif- 
teen Ihoufand  auxiliaries,  and  that  having  en- 
gaged Mogh  Nuagad  in  the  abovementioned 
country  of  Ive-Liathain,  he  was  totally  defeated 
a  fecond  time,  and  the  remains  of  his  army  all 
routed  without  any  further  poffibility  of  returning 
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to  the  charge.    The  reader  will  obferve  the  dif- 

^fef tfnce  between  the  two  accounts,  not  only  with 

Jregard  to  the  prince,  whais  mentioned  as  the  real 

affiftant  of  tcgan^ore,  but  alfo  as  to  the  dr- 

ciimftance  of  Keating's  making  Daire  Doran- 

'  imbre,  one  of  the  thtee  lifurpers  at  the  fame  time 

tdgethfcr  with'Luig  Allathach  and  Aongus;  whcnc- 

as  our  matiufcript  mentions  but  the  two  latter. 

"Atld  Kearing's. account  in  mentioning  Daire  Do- 

faiitnore-as  i5ne  of  the  ufufpers,  feems  to  be  the 

ftloreinccfnfifttot,  as  thefaidlDairc  was  the  grand- 

'father  6fLutg  Allathach  by  his  fon  Calbre  Crom- 

chion,  accordingt(5  his  own  genealogy  of  Conairc 

'the  fecond   monarch  of  Ireland,  befides the  un- 

^  natural  order  of  placing  Luig  Alhithach  in  the 

^firfttank  of  the  ufurpers  before  his  faid^andfii- 

^ther. 

'0'*FlkhefrtyVa:ccoutTt  tf  the  drcumftiaiices  of 
Ihis  war,  'Ogyg.  p.  SXS—tS.  is^ remarkably  '# 
'fef^tfr*om  both  Keating  and  our  original  ;^with- 
^otititltrclducing  any  previous  motiveof  that  quar- 
^fcl  Betw^^en  Conn  md  Mti^b^Nnagad,  he  begins 
^with  infbrimng  us,  that  kfter  'ftrenuous  efforts 
-atld  ieirigagctnfents  'between  thofe  two  princes, 
'Mogh  'tsltmgad  was  6bl?ged  to  tranfport  Wrtfdf 
^  to  Spain,  where -after  trine  years  ^exile,  he  entered 
into^  ^n  ^atUtance  with  Fraoch,  fon  bf'Hcber aiid 
^gmrtdfon  df-Midna,  a  Spamfh  prince,  with^^boft 
"flfter-Beara  he  contra6bed  marriage.  That  tWs 
*Spani(h  prince  Fraoch, ' coming  to  Ireland  >»Tth  Ws 
^faidfiftcrand  brbther  in  law^atthe  head  of  apo^^' 
'eiful  afmy  of  his  own  fubjefts,'not  only  re=e!ft«' 
bltjhed  ^  Mbgh  ^Nuagad  irt  the '  throne  of  Muiift^> 
^ter  defeating  Conn  in  ten  fucceiSve  battles,  but 
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^of<»eBd  Whi  tocCftie  to  ^n  eqtral  divtfiah  6f 
the  whole  ifland  Wilhhiis  ViiSloriotis  ^antagonift, 
HfrliapdffcBfeaWmrelf  bffhe'foiith  half  acconiing 
tothe  aBove^Knbed  Kiiiib.  This  hJltorianfiit^ . 
ther'aatfs,  thkt  the  Md  divlfitin  fiibflftfed  Wot 
Idtiger  than  orie  year,  contrary  to  ^thre  above  ic- 
cotiht  6f  fiftfefcn  years,  arid  tohclades  with  tellirig 
ns,  that  Mb^h  Nuagad  havihg  d^irti^ii  the  fo- 
Tertijgnty  arid  coriimercial  duties  of  the  north Ticie 
of  tfe  harb6iir  of  Dublin,  king  Coiin  met  liiiii 
ildi'dll  hrs  forces  on  the  plain  of  iMagh-Leana, 
t^fefe'hkvi'rtgj  fbUtid  Mbgh  Niiagad^of  fiiperidr 
W,  Tie  (llrpriied  arid  killed  him  inliis  bed  the 
nightWore'the  iritended  day  of  battle;  but  pre- 
Mfeiit'ihe'f^rtietiriie,  that  Gbll,  fdn  of  Morna,, 
^is  t!ie'  iittririifedidte  perpetrator  of  Biis  murder  •: 
and  this  ChHftidh  hiftorian  thinks  projJer  to  jufti- 
fyitby  the  Heatheriifti  poet's  text,  iiolus  an  virtus 
pismlhpye^'uir'af?  Thus  far  O^FIaherty. 

AiiotHer  accdurit  of  the  battle  of  Magh-Leana 
imports,  %at  eHfly  in  the  morning  before  day- 
%lit,  C6hri  having fiirprifed  Eogstn  More  inliis 
fcht,'vihfeife'he  gave  him  a  mortal  wound  while 
dead  a^feep  Vn  his  hed,  the  guards  and  army  of 
the  wounded  king  foon  took  the  alarm,  and  put 
thefrifelvfcs  in  order  of  battle  at  the  firft  dawn  of 
day ;  that  EogariMore,  notwhhftanding  his  mor- 
tarwourid,  fought  for  fome  hours  at  the  head  of 
Wsarmy,  until  fuchtime  as  he  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  taking  revenge  for  his  life  by  a  great 
laughter  of  his  enemies  :  and  after  that  expiring 
^ntbe  field,  his  army  ftill  continued  to  difpute  the 
viftdry '  With  fuch  refolution  iand  conftancy  as 
fcf t  Khe  enemies  no  room  to  boaft  of  the  advan- 
tage 
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tage  they  had  derived  from  their  inglorious  ftra- 
tagem  of  a  nofturnal  furprizc. 

But  to  return  to  our  original  \  it  concludes  the 
hiftory  of  this  valiant  prince  Mogh  Nuagad  with 
obferving,  that  his  death  was  univerfally  lamented 
by  all  his  fubjefts :  becaufe  he  was  juftly  eftcemcd 
to  have  been  one  of  thofe  kings  who  beft  deferved 
of  the  Irifti  nation  by  having  fignally  relieved  it 
in  a  time  of  great  fcardty  and  famine.  His  eldeft 
Ton,  Oliiol  Olim^  having  not  attained  the  required 
maturity  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death, 
Macniad,  an  Ithian  prince,  whofe  family  was  al- 
lied to  that  of  Eogan  More,  was  therefore  ac- 
knowledged 9s  fovereign  commander  of  Lcath* 
Mogh  by  all  the  princes  and  ftates  of  that  king- 
dom.    This  prince  thus  veiled   with  the  chief 
command,  was  urged  by  the  princes  and  people 
of  Leath-Mogh  to  march  diredtly  at  their  head 
againft   the  treacherous  enemy,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  their  Jate  king.      Conn  and  his  forces 
being  informed  of  this  refolution,  and  apprehend- 
ing the  confequences  of  a  war,  which  (hould  na- 
turally be  animated  by  thejuft  refentmentof  the 
Memonians,    declined  appearing  in   the  field; 
judging  it  much  more  fafc  and  prudent  for  him 
and  his  people  to  agree  to  any  terms,  than  ha- 
zard their  lives  with  a  defperate  and  forniidable 
enemy,    furioufly   bent   upon  revenge.    Confe- 
quent  to  this  determination,  and  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  ceffation  of  arms.  Conn  propofed  the  fol- 
lowing conditions,  which  were  accepted  of  by  the 
Memonians,  viz.  That  he  ftiould  deliver  into  their 
hands  ^oo  flaves,  200  chariots,  200  fteeds,  200 
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batgfes,  200  javelins,  200  fwords,  and  ibo 
hounds  ;bcfides  his  own^ield  and  fword.  That 
vfeierable  monument,  the  Codex  Momonienfis, 
gbeis.on  with  informing  us,  that  the  ambafladors 
fenl  by  Con  on  this  occafioh  were  Ciodhruadh, 
ion  of  Fircaojgat,  and  Croitin,  both  the  moft 
diftinguilhed  poets  of  Leath-Cuinii  in  their  own 
days.  The  former's  poem,  explaining  the  cir- 
cunirtances  and  progrefs  of  this  whole  affair,  is  in- 
ferred in  our  original.  Thus  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  the  Momonian  troops  were  prevented  from 
revenging  by  the  fpilling  of  blood,  the  death  of 
Iheir  fovereign.  Conti  nevertlieleft  did  not  long 
efcape  the  divine  vengeance,  for  within  the 
fpace  of  two  years  he  was  killed  by  Tiobraid- 
tireiach,  fon  of  Mai,  fon  of  Rochry,  of  the  royal 
line  of  Ire. 

OLLIOLOLIM. 

Eogan  Mbre,  or  Mogh  Nuagad,  Ifeft  two  fdhs 
by  his  wife  Beata,  viz.  Olliol  Olim  and  Luig 
Laga,  as  above  explained.  Th6  latter  wa^  re- 
markable for  his  extraordinary  Itrength  and  agi- 
lity of  body^  as  well  as  for  his  dexterity  in  hand- 
ling all  military  weapons,  fo  that  he  is  generally 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  moft  fanious  heroes 
in  Irifli  ftory.  He  flew  Art,  fon  of  Conn  Cead- 
chathach,  then  king  of  Tara,  at  the  battle  0^ 
Magh-Mocbruime,  near  Galway,  where  he  af- 
fifted  Mac  Conn,  fon  of  the  above  Maicrtiad, 
againft  this  faki  Art,  without  regard  to  hi^  own 
ndphews,  the  ronsof  Olliol  Olim,  who  were  fight- 
ing for  him  at  the  faid  battle,  where  feven  of 
F'  f  them 
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them  were  flain  by  Mac  Conn  and  his  party.  Bitt 
no  confideration  could  prjevail  with  Luig  Laga  to 
flip  that  opportunity  of  revenging  not  only  his 
father's  death  on  the  fon  of  his  murderer,  but  alfo 
a  perfonal  injury,  which  he  himfelf  had  received 
from  the  faid  king  Art,  the  fon  of  Conn.  He  in 
like  manner  flew  Feargus  Dubh-deadach  king  of 
Tara,  as  well  as  his  twa  brothers  Feargus  Folt- 
leabhar^  and  Feargus  Cas-fiaclach,  two  Ultonian 
princes,  at  ihe  battle  of  Criona,  wHere  he  affifted 
Cormac,  fon  of  the  often-mentioned  Art.  By 
this  particular  aftion,  feconded  by  the  viftorious 
arms  of  Tiege,  fon  of  Cian,  fon  of  Olliol  Olim, 
he  reftored  Cormac  to  the  throne  of  Tara,  from 
which  he  had  been  expelled  by  Feargus :  and  thus 
made  reparation  in  the  injury  he  had  done  him  by 
killing  his  father  at  the  battle  of  Magh-Moch- 
ruime.  He  atchieved  many  other  great  and  me- 
morable exploits. 

pUiol  Glhn,  the  elder  brother  of  Luig  Laga 
fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  Leath-Mogh;  he 
was  a  courageous  and  warlike  prince,  and  the 
firft  king  of  Leath-Mogh  that  obliged  the 
princes  and  ftates  of  Leinfter  to  pay  the 
tribute  of  Eidirfgeolj  commonly  called  the  fon 
of  Uair,  who  was  rather  Eidirfgeora  great 
grandfather.  This  fine  or  muldt  was  firft  im- 
pofed  on  the  Lagenians  by  Conaire  More,  the  fon 
of  the  above  Eidirfgeol,  in  punifliment  for  his 
'  •  father's  death,  who  was  murdered  by  Nuadh 
Neacht,  king  of  Leinfter.  Conaire,  after  mount- 
ing the  throne,  attacked  the  forces  of  Leinfter  at 
the  battle  of  Cliach,  where  he  fo  far  revenged  the 
murder  of  his  father,  that  the  Lagenians,  for  a 
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ircparation  of  their  crime,  fubmittcd  and  ^eed 
to  pay  to  the  king  of  Munftcr  a  yearly  muldl  or 
fine,  viz.  300  gold-hilted  fwords,  300  pufplc 
cloaks,  300  deeds,  and  300  cows.  Nor  did  he 
think  this  a  fufficient  fatisfadtion,  but  further 
obliged  them  to  confent  that  the  country  of  OC- 
fory^  from  Gowran  to  Grein-Airbfin,  (hould  be 
taken  from  Leinfter,  and  ever  after  annexed  to 
Munftcr,  as  the  lawful  eftate  and  inheritance  of  the 
icings  of  that  province.  This  tribute  was  continued 
to  be  paid  in  a  regular  manner  by  the  inhabitants 
(if  Leinfter,  during  the  reigns  of  feven  kings,  who 
were  defcendants  of  Eogan  More,  viz.  his 
fon  OUiol  Olim  the  prefent  king,  his  (on 
Cormac  Cas,  Moghchorb,  Fearchorb,  OUiol 
Flann-beag,  his  fon  Luig,  and  the  faid  Luig's 
fon  Cormac.  OUiol  Olim  married  Sadhbh,  the 
daughter  of  Conn  Ceadchathach,  and  relidt  of 
Macniad,  by  whom  he  had  feven  fons  hereafter 
to  be  named.  This  unnatural  aUiance  is  what 
provoked  OUiol  Olim's  brother,  Luig  Laga,  to 
fight  againft  his  fons,  as  well  as  againft  Art,  the 
fon  of  Conn  Ceadchathach,  in  favour  of  Mac  Con 
fon  of  Mac  Niad,  at  the  battle  of  Magh-Moch- 
ruime. 

OUiol  01im*s  feven  fons  by  his  faid  wife  Sadhbh, 
or  Sabia,  were  i.  Eogancaemh,  2.  Cormac  Cas, 
5.  Cian,  4.  Dichorb,  5.  Dubhmearchon,  6.  Mogh- 
chorb, 7.  Tcige.  And  by  other  women  who 
were  his  concubines,  he  had  twelve  fons,  whofe 
names  were  as  foUoweth  :  i  Corba,  2.  Mailleoin, 
3.Maccoll,4.  Mathrach,  5.  Tighernach,  6  Uillen, 
V.Conal  Croicne,  8.  Tidil,  or  Toitil,  9.  Eocha 
Taebhfada,  10.  Eocha- frcich-firind,  11.  Eocha 
F  f  a  Oirige, 
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Oirige,  12.  Eccha  Dirtiona.  The  above  fcvcn 
fdris  of  Olliol  dim  by  Saidhbh  fought  for  their 
uncle  Art  ttie  fon  of  Conn  at  the  battle  of  'Magh- 
NloeTTruime,  out  of  which  no  more  than  two 
efcapeid,  viz.  Corm^c  Cas  and  Cianj  the  above 
Eogan  Caemh  was  elder  brother  of  Cormac 
Cas,  and  left  a  Ton  called  Fiachra  Muilleathan. 
Plih(^rty,  Ogyg.  p.  331,  mentions  the  above 
feocha  Ta&bh-fada  or  Eochains,  a  httgo  latere^  as 
he  jtiftly  Interprets  his  name,  as  having  been  killed 
together  With  his  brother  Cian  by  Feargus  Dub- 
cl'^adach  the  fucceffor  of  Mac  Con,  in  a  battle 
^vhich  they  fought  for  Cormac  the  fon  of  Art,fon 
bf ' C6rtn  Ceadchathach. 

O/lioI  Olim  by  his  laft  will  4nd  teSament 
(after  a  peaceable  re?gn  of  23  *yeaYs>  demiled 
and  fettled  flie  perpetual  enjoyment  of  the  crown 
of  Leath-mqgh  upon  the  male  iffue  and  pofterity 
of  his  two  cldeft  fons  Eogan  and  Cormac  Cas, 
by  a  fodceffion  which  fliould  be  exaaiy  and  unin- 
terfuptedly  alternate  between  both  branches: 
With  this  particular  condition  and  l^w,  that  the 
cldeft  pririce,  if  capable  of  governing,  (houl(i 
always  fijcceed  out  of  either  branch.  See 
Flaherty  Ogyg.  p,  326,  compared  with  p.  57. 
1.  28,  i9;  this  law  of  fucceffion  was  obfcrvcd 
tegtilarly  enough  between  the  two  branches  for 
fever al  gfeiiefations  (as  Keattfng  and  Flaherty  have 

alfo 

^rTIf^  y  years  are  to  be  computed  frbm  the  tftncic 
exiled  Mac  Con,  fon  of  Mac  Niad,  who  had  raifed  diftw- 
Ranees  inhi»B  kingdom,  for  in*  foine  of  the  lifts  of  vcg^ 
fUoeeffion  fe  is  aitowed  fifty  years  reign. 
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alfovobferved)  after  which  fome  abufts  and  viola- 
tions have  frequently  happeried,  as  it  was  natural; 
to  expeftf  We  (hall  however  f^^  thrpugh  thp 
couirfc  of  the  following  extra<Ek,  tjiat  this  law  of 
alternate  fuqceflion  carried  on  aipcordin^  tp  the 
right  of  feniority,  has  been  always  infifted  upon 
wheniever  any  infjringm^nts  or^  ufurpation3,  vycrc^ 
attempted  by  high-band. 

CORM  AC    C  AS. 

CormacCas  fon  of  Olliol  Olim  was  the  fucceed^- 
ing  king ;   this  prince  was  remarkable  for  his 
ftrength  of  body,  and  was  equally  dext^roijs  an^ 
refolute.    It  is  recorded  of  Wm  that  be  was  onq 
of  the  moft  diftinguilhed  Irifli  cbarapions  of  thc^ 
age  he  lived  in ;  he  eftablilhed  a  certain  chief- 
rent  to  be  regularly  and  proportion^bly  p^id  hv 
the  different  ftates  of  Leath-mogh  to  th^  king 
thereof  for  the  fupport  of  his  perfon  apd  dignity . 
by  his  fucccfsf  in  all  military  operations,  his  riam? 
became  a  terror  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  but  alfo  to  foreigners ;  he  defeated  and 
brought  a>yay  fpoils  of  great  value  at  thirty  dif- 
ferent times  from  the  Welfli,  who  came  over  t<? 
the  affiftancc  of  the  Lagenians  againft  him,  whic^ 
made  the  latter  return  to  their  obedience^  fubmif 
themfelves  peaceably  to  his  governrn^riit,  and  p^y 
bim  the  above  tribute  of  Eidirfgeoih^  he  fuppprted 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  t,he  crown  of  Lej^tbr 
mogh  in  eight  battles  againft  the  other  provinces, 
viz.  the  battle  of  lorras,  the  battle  of  Damhfa, 
the  battle  of  Carman,   the  battle  of  Liamhna 
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againft  the  Lagenians  who  had  revolted  from 
their  obedience,  the  battle  of  Cruachan  againft 
the  people  of  Connaught,  the  battle  of  Teamhair 
or  Tara  againft  Fioncha,  the  battle  of  Ta.iltion, 
and  the  battle  of  Samhna,  in  which  laft  engage- 
ment  he  flew  an   Ultonian   prince,    apd  was 
himfelf  grievoufly  wounded.     He  married  Sam- 
hair  the  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Fionn  Mac 
Cuil,    hereditary  chief  general  of  the  famous 
military  corps  called  Clanna  Buoifcoine ;  and  had 
by  her  three  children   whofe  names  are  Mogh- 
chorb,  Aifc  and  Eadaoin.     After  the  death  of 
Cormac  Cac,  his  nephew  Fiacha  Muilleathan,  by 
his  elder  brother  Eogan  Caemh,  fucceeded  to  the 
■•      throne  of  Lcath-mogh  ;  this  prince  diftinguifliecl 
his  martial  fpirit  by    a  timely  exertion  of  his 
power  againft  Cormac,  fon  of  Art,  fon  of  Conn 
Ceadchathach,  who  had  made  a  fudden  irruption 
Into  Munfter  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces,  with  a 
view  to  make  that  province  tributary  to  his  crown. 
Fiacha  Muilleathan  gave  him  battle  at  a  place 
called  Drom-dabhairc,   now  JCnocklong,  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  ;   where  he  defeated  and 
routed  his  army,  the  remains  of  which  he  pur- 
fued  all  the  way  to  Qflbry,  where  he  pvertoook 
Cormac  and  made  him  prjfoqer  of  war,  who  wa« 
glad  to  redeem  himfelf  by  a  folemn  engagement, 
confirmed  by  the  delivery  of  hoflages,  not  only 
of  repairing  all  the  damages  caufed  by  his  unjuft 
invafion,  butalfo  of  never  moleftir^g  the  king  of 
Munfter  for  the  future,  or  fetting  up  any  preten- 
fion  of  fupremacy  or  right  of  tribute  from  bis 
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kingdom,  which  never  owed  any  to  the  kings  of 
Tara  or  to  any  other  but  its  own. 

MOGHCHORB. 

Moghchorb  fon  of  Cormac  Cas  fuccccde^  in 
the  fovercignty  of  Leath-mogh  immcdiatejy  after 
his  coufin-german  the  above  Fiachra  Muilleithan ; 
he  was  a  very  powerful  and  brave  prince,  arid  well 
experienced  in  military  operations  and  difcujline  j 
he  obliged  the  dates  and  princes  of  Leinfter  to 
pay  him  the  tribute  of  Eidirfgeoil^  he  w^  as 
formidable  to  foreigners  as  his  father  had  been ; 
it  was  in  his  reign,  that  the  moft  bloody  and 
memorable  battle  of  Gabhra  was  fought,  A.  D. 
1^6^  between  him  and  Cairbre  LifFeachair,  fon  of 
the  above  Cormac,  king  of  Tara,  wherein  moft 
of  the  (landing  army  that  had  been  lately  com- 
manded by  Fionn  Mac  Cuil  and  its  renowned 
heroes  called  Fiana  Eiriom^  or  Phenians,  who 
were  of  Moghchorb's  party,  had  been  flain,  after 
having  made  an  equal  carnage  of  their  rivals  the 
Clanna-Moirne,  who  fought  for  Cairbre  LifFe- 
achair, Moghchorb  reigned  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty  years  according  to  the  Reimrtogra^  or 
Regal  Kalendar. 

FEARCHORB. 

Fearchorb  fon  of  Moghchorb,  was  proclaimed 
king   of    Leath-mogh    immediately    after    his 
father's  death,  and  reigned  |  fevcn  years  accord- 
ing 

X  la  fome  of  th^  lifts  he  is  allowed  twenty  years  reign. 
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ing  to  the  Rfmw^j  ox  Jilc^gil  J5;^dv. 
He  was  a  warlike  and  enterprifing  prince  •,  he 
engaged  in  the  pitched  battles  of  Ilachta  anct 
Tailtion  with  ^e,  princes  and  l^tes  of  Tara,  in 
the  latter  of  which  the  fanjouscharppion  Tine,  fon 
of  Triun,  fell  by  bis  fword ;  lie  fought  fcveral 
^ttles  againil  the  differepi  province  and  p^ind- 
Polities  of  Ireland  l^oth  f^paratcly  and  conjusG. 
tjve^y,  excepting  the  province  pf  L.einfter,  which 
always  fubmit  ted  to  pay  hi  no  the  tribute  of  Eidiff- 
geofi  It  is  .acknowledged  by  aU  Iri(h  antiquaries, 
th^t  for  his  liberality  and  geaexous  fpirit,  he  was 
IV>t  inferior  to^any  prince  rf  the  Irilh  nation,  and 
they  further  add,  that  it  was  a  coofiant  maxim 
with  him  never  to  fit  to  an  entertainment  without 
the  focial  atteAdapce  of  a  hundred  of  his  nobks 
at  leJ^ft.  This  prince  defeated  tlie  conabined  forces 
of  the  princes  of  Connaugbt  and  their  alKes  at  the 
battles  of  Ceara^  of  Gruachan  and  of  Coruinn, 
in  vindication  of  his  right  to  the  imnaediate 
fovereignty  of  th,e  coimtry  now  called  Thomond^ 
which  originally  belonged  to  his  anccftors. 

AONGUS    TIRACH. 

AongusTirach,  the  fon  of  Fearchorb,  fuccced^d 
to  the  fovereignty  immediately  after  OJIil  Flann 
Beag,  the  fon  of  fi^chra  Muilleaihan  •  he  was  ^ 
i!out  and  courageous  priqce ;  he  flew  With  his  own 
hand  Fiacha  Figinte,  fon  of  Daire  G^arb,  in  the 
famous  battle  of  Cliona  ;  he  was  remarkabje  for 
the  ftriiftncfs  of  his  laws,  as  well  as  for  bis  candid 
^i|^  unbiaffed  judgments  ;  and  agreeably  to  that 
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priocipk,  he  never  vpuld  favour  his  no^reft  qr 
(kareft  friend  againft  his  mpft  Mrarfantcd  enemy 
in  prejudice  of  the  truth ;  he  ufed  all  poffibl^ 
mqns  to  recrncile  people  at  variaijgs,  and  pro- 
raotc  trye  concprd  and  harmpny  arpong  his  fubr 
jefts,  and  was  generally  chofcn  by  the  contending 
prince$  of  the  whole  nation  to  be  umpire  and 
Jirbitr^torpf  their  difputes,  and  they  always  agreed 
to  his  determinatipn. 

LUIG    MEANN. 

Lui^  Meann  otherwife  Li;ig  Lamh-dearg,  thp 
fonof  Aongus  Tirach,  filled  the  throne  of  Leath* 
mpgh.  He  was  a  pripce  of  uncommon  ftrength  and 
aflivity  of  body,  and  was  diftinguiihed  for  his 
judgment  and  (kill  in  conducing  military  operar 
tions;  he  fought  feven  bloody  battles  \yith  the 
ConaliJins,  in  all  which  he  had  the  advantage,  and 
Wiled  feven  of  their  chief  princes ;  he  (b  harrafled 
them  by  frequent  attacks,  and  laying  wafte  theii: 
territories  with  fire  and  fword,  ftill  purfuing  the 
advantages  he  was  ufed  to  gain,  that  they  were 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  (ubmitting  to  his  own 
terms;  but  this  prinqe  too  generous  to  avail 
himfelf  of  all  the  advantages  the  laws  of  arms 
haij  then  entitled  him  to,  deprived  them  only  of 
the  country  now  called  Thomond,  extending  from 
the  bay  of  Killcolgan  near  Gal  way  to  Limerick ; 
and  from  Lough-dearg  to  Leim-Cuchullan,  now 
called  Loop-head,  otherwife  Cape  Leane  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon  ^  to  tTiis  tradk  of  ground 
he  had  a  juft  and  antient  claim,  inafmuch  as  it  was 
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within  the  limits  of  Leath-mogh  traced  out  from 
Galway  to  Dublin ;  thus  the  vidtorious  Lmg 
Meaon  contented  himfelf  with  the  glory  of  r^ 
covering  the  right  of  his  anceftors,  and  acqiuriog 
for  his  pofterity  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  lands  a$ 
a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  valour. 

The  Pfaltar  of  Cafhel,  here  cited  by  the  original, 
and  other  antient  records,  defcribe  the  entire  pa- 
trimonial eftate  and  dominion  of  Luig  Meann 
and  his  pofterity,  according  to  the  following  d^ 
lineation  and  limits^  viz.  from  Leim-Cuchullan, 
or  Leim-na-Con,  in  the  weft  of  Thomond,  to 
Sliabh-Bladhma  or  Bloomy  mountain  in  Oflbry, 
now  between  the  King  and  Queen's  counties ;  and 
from  Carran-Fearaidh  or  Knock-/Une  in  the 
county  of  Limerick,  to  Ath-Lucad  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  county  of  Galway.  Others  have 
traced  them  from  the  Ifles  of  Aran,  to  Sliabh- 
Eibhline  near  Ca(hel,  as  well  as  to  Knock-Aine, 
and  from  the  faid  Leim-na-Con  to  Siighe^Dala  in 
Oflbry  ;  which  is  a  more  exadt  delineation  of  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Dal-CafTian  eftate,  th^ 
that  of  O  Flaherty,  who  gives  them  no  other 
breadth  than  from  Sliabh-Eachty  on  the  north  fide 
of  Lough-Dearg,  to  Sliabh-Eibhline  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary. 

Luig  Meann  was  equally  fuccefsful  in  his  en- 
gagements with  foreigners,  for  he  routed  the 
Wel(h  invaders  in  many  defperate'  coiiflids  at 
various  times,  and  expelling  them  quite  out  of 
his  dominions  of  Leath-mogh,  he  followed  them 
with  a  powerful  fleet  to  Wales ;  which  when  they 
had  been  apprized  of,  they  prevailed  with  the 
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neighbouring  ftates  to  fend  them  fuccours  agamfl: 
the  foreign  and  common  enemy.  But  the  brave 
LuigMeann,  undaunted  at  their  vaft  preparations, 
marches  through  the  country  in  a  hoftile  manner^ 
and  being  oppofed  by  theencmieb,  he  overthrew 
them  at  the  cxpence  of  much  blood  with  all  their 
auxiliary  forces,  and  receiving  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  their  princes  and  chieftains,  in  quality 
of  hoftages  for  their  future  obedience  and  the 
Paying  him  homage  and  tribute  as  to  their  lawful 
king  and  fovereign,  he  returned  home  to  his  own 
kingdom,  and  regularly  received  their  annual  / 
tributes.  In  lil^e  manner  it  is  added,  that  he  went 
upon  hoftile  expeditions  into  Scotland,  from 
whence  he  returned  equally  victorious  and  fuc- 
ccfsful.  This  fame  Luig  Meann  is  here  reprc- 
fented  not  only  as  king  of  Leath-mogh,  but  is 
alfo  confidered  equal  to  the  monarch  of  Ireland, 
in  power  and  influence  over  the  natives,  which 
authority  he  had  cained  by  his  own  fuperiour 
valour  and  extraordinary  abilities  of  mind. 

CONALL    EACHLUATH. 

After  the  death  of  Luig  Meann,  Criomhthan 
More,  fon  of  Fioga,  of  the  pofterity  of  Eogan  fon 
of  OUioipiuim,  being  king  of  Ireland,  ceded  the 
kingdom  of  Munfter  to  Conall  Eachluath  fon 
of  the  faid  Luig  Meann,  for  whom  this  monarch 
^i  a  perfonal  afFedtion  from  his  having  been 
educated  at  his  own  court  from  his  youth.  This 
circumftance  highly  difpleafed  the  dcfcendants  of 
Fiachra  Muilleathan,  who  reprefented  to  Conall 
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iJMt  he  ought  as  Wicll,  in  regard  to  his  ownbonour, 
as  to  the  juftice  which  was  due  to  his  kinfm^n  iq 
bloody  by  no  means  to  accept  the  donation^  o(  tbf 
generous  n)onarch^  and  the  qnoce  fo^  as  be  wa$  well 
convinced  that  Core  foa  of  I^uig.  of  the  lineal 
defccnt  of  faid  Fiachra  MpiUcatfian^  bad  both 
1^  apd  experience  enough  to  take  into  bis  hands 
the  reins  of  government.  This  remonftranoe  had 
fach  efFe<^  oa  the  generous  mind  of  Conall 
Eachluath,  that  by  a  very  rare  exa^mple  he  con- 
iented  to  comprotoiie  bis.  right  to  the  cravm  k 
was  poffefled  of ,  and  refer  the,  w  hole  matter  to  th^ 
folemn  judgment  of  an  affemWy  of  tbe  princes 
and  ftates  of  Munfter  y  thofe  princes  being  af- 
fembled  on  this^important  occafion  deci4ed,  that 
Core  foa  of  Luig,  in  virtue  of  his  rigbt  of  Scni- 
prity,  {Oir  fa  bt  bndk  Sinne^  axe^  the  very  woids 
of  this  hidorian)  (hould  be  firft  entitle  tp  th^ 
i!ule  of  the  kingdom ;  and.  as  a  further  motive  of 
this  decifion^  they  alledg^d,  th^t  a  defcendant  of 
Cormac  C«s  had  been  laft  in  poffefiioa  of  die 
crown  of  Leath-mogh,  and  therefore,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  laft  vrifl  of  OiUol  Oluim,  their 
common  parent,  (which  was  held  inviolable  con- 
cerning a  regular  alternate  fucccffion  to  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Lealb-moghin  the  pofterity  of  Fiadira 
Muilleathan,  and  the  royal  line  of  Cormac  Cas) 
the  defiacndant  of  the  former  had  now  the  bcfl 
right  to  the  fuccelSon ;   and  on  the  other  band, 
Core  fon  of  Luig,   and  the  other  princes  of 
^  Leath-roc^h  were  obliged  by  the  fame  fentccce 
to  defiver  up  their  ions  to  Conall  Eacbluath 
m   quality    of    hoftages  to  infure  him  of  ^ 
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fucceffioii  immediately  after  Core  fon  of  Liiig, 
and  to  make' the  fante  ^ood  to  hfis  fori  in  cafe  the 
faid  Core  fliould  out-live  himfelf.  Upon  this 
occafion  th^  princes  of  Munfter  by  their  folemn 
fenrence  confirmed  amd  tatified  the  Will  of 
OllioIOluifti,  concerning  the  State-law  of  alternate 
fucceffion  between  the  defcendants  of  his  two 
fons  £ogan  More  and  Coritiac  Cas.  Thus  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  Conall  Eachluath  fon  of  the 
brave  Luig  Meann,  was  content  to  cede  the  reins 
of  government,  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
by  the  monarch  Criomhthan,  to  Core  fon  of  Luig 
ot  the  pofterity  of  faid  Eogan  More. 

The  faid  Conall  Eachluaih,  after  the  deceafe 

of  Core  his  competitor,  refumed  the  government 

of  the  kingdom  of  CaKhel,  and  Criomhthan  his 

former  friend  ftii  king  of  Leath-coin,  being  em- 

pl(^ed  in  carrying  on  wars  in  foreign  countries, 

cftabliftied  him  during  his  abfenec  in  the  fupremc 

command  and  adminiftration  of  his  (hare  of  the 

iiland.    'Conall  was  itot  inactive  in  this  commif- 

fio/i,  for*  he  exercifed  Criomhthan's  power,  with 

which' he  had  been  vefted,  not  only  titularly  but 

efcftually,    and   accordingly   difpofed  of  pofts 

both  civil  and  military  throughout  the  kingdoni, 

and  received  hoiftages  and  the  payment  of  tributes 

from  all  the  northern  provinces  and  ftates.     This 

whdle  tranfadion  is  defcribed  at  large  in  Cormac 

Mac  Cuillionane's  tfaltar  of  Cafliel,  in  a  poem 

beginning    with    the   words,    "   Cain    ro   gabb 

'' ComU  Eachlucubr 
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EANNA    ARIGTHACH. 

Eanna  Arigthach  the  fon  of  Conall  Eachluatb 
fucceeded  to  the  regal  throne  of  Ca(hel :  it  was  in 
the  reign  of  this  prince,  that  the  people  of 
Connaught  made  very  ftrenuous  efforts  and  in- 
vafions,  in  order  to  recover  if  poffibic  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  North-Munfter,  which  the  brave 
LuigrMeann  had  vidlorioufly  wrefted  out  of  their 
hands  and  fettled  upon  his  own  pofterity.  This 
prince  intending  to  put  a  flop  to  the  future  in- 
croachments  of  the  people  of  Connaught,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  prevent  all  further  difputcs  with 
his  kinfmen  the  Eugenians,  confulted  with  his  own 
tribe  of  Dailgafs  concerning  the  proper  means  of 
attaining  thofe  ends ;  the  refult  of  their  delibera- 
tion was,  that  they  Ihould  give  up  to  the  Euge- 
nians,  the  pern>aiieat  and  hereditary  pofleflionof 
the  kingdom  of  SouthrMunfter,  and  content 
theinfelvcs  and  their  pofterity  with  the  patrimonial 
inheritance  of  that  of  North-Miiafter,  always 
referving  the  regal  feat  of  Calhel  tog^er  with 
its  particular  Hate  and  royalties  in  comntioQ  to 
both  families,  according  to  their  refpeftive  ahci* 
natives,  as  kings  of  all  Munfter.  Thefe  conditions 
were  judged  reafonablc  enough  to  be  accepted  of 
and  confirmed  by  the  Eugenians,  but  did  very  par- 
ticular honour  to  the  tribe  of  Dailgafs,  inafmuch 
as  they  efteemed  it  to  be  far  more  prudent,  as  well 
as  honourable,  to  enjoy  and  defend  their  own 
patrimonial  (hare,  efpecially  the  Conatian  frontiers 
beyond  the  river  Shannon,  againft  a  conftantand 
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declared  enemy,  than  be  perpetually  engaged  in 
domeftic  difputea  with  their  friends  and  kinfmen. 
It  18  recorded,  that  Eanna  Arigthach  was  the 
laft  prince  of  Dailgafs,  that  had  been  king  of 
Cafhel  before  the  firft  eftablirtiment  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  in  Ireland ;  and  the  Pfaltar  of 
Ca(hel  makes  exprefs  mention  of  feven  princes 
of  that  tribe  to  have  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  Cafhel, 
before  the  faid  Epoch.  Their  names  are  Cormac 
Cas,  Moghchorb,  Fearchorb,  Aongiis  Tirach. 
Luig  Meann,  Conall  Eachluath,  and  Eanna 
Arigthach,  of  whofe  biftories  we  have  now  givea 
an  extraftj  but  the  pofterity  of  this  prince 
having  been  either  extinft,  or  dwindled  into  ob- 
fcurity,  the  regal  fucccflion  of  the  defcendants  of 
Cormac  Cag,  was  continued  in  the  line  of  Cas  the 
younger  brother  of  the  fame  Eanna  Arigthach. 
down  to  Brien  Boromh  and  Kis  defcendants. 

CAS. 

Cas,  the  fon  of  Conall  Eachluath  and  brother 
of  Eanna  Arigthach,  contented  himfelf  with 
the  kingdom  of  North-Munfter,  according  to  his 
alternative  t  he  had  twelve  fons,  whofe  names 
were,  i.  Blod,  a.  Caifin,  3.  Luig  Dealbhaodb, 
4-  Seadhna,  5.  Aongus  Ceannathrach,  6.  Cormac, 
who  had  no  iflue,  %  Carthan,  8.  Caineach,  9. 
Aongus  Ceanaitin,  10.  Aodh,  11.  Loifgean, 
I  a.  Nk,  (a  quo  Beg  mac  De  the  Prophet.)  Our 
original  informs  us,  that  Cas  made  an  equal 
divlfion  of  the  lands  of  his  faid  kingdom,  between 
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his  twelve  fons,  f eferving  only  to  the  eldeft,  in 
cafe  of  his  furviving  himfelf,  the  fupreme  power 
and  authority,  with  ill  the  rights  thereunto  belong- 
ing.   It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  the  offspring 
of  Luig  Dealbhaodh,  who  from  their  father's  fir- 
name  were  called  Dealbhnaidhs,  made  other  great 
fettlemciits  for  themfelves  in  Meath,  Offory,  and 
Connaught ;  all  which  different  poffeffions  were 
called  Dealbhnas  or  Ddvins,   but  diftinguifhcd 
by  various  firtiames.    The  country  called  Dekin- 
Morc  was  in  Meath,  whofe  former  Lord  wai 
O  Fmnallain,  a  Dal-Caffian,  which  title  is  now  in 
the  Nugent  family,  barons  of  Delvhi,  and  earls  of 
Wcft-Meath.    In  the  fame  province  was  likcwife 
Delvin  of  Teanmoy.    Delvin-Eathra,  now  of  the 
Ktng*s  County^  was  the  lordlhip  of  Mac  Coghlan  j 
Delvin-Nuagat,  now  a  part  of  the  county  ofRof- 
common   in  Connaught;  Dtlvin-Culfabhar  and 
Delvin-Feadha,  were  likewife  in  Connaught,  the 
latter  in  Tirdaloch  to  the  weft  of  Gal  way ;  it  was 
divided  into  two  diftriAs  called  Gno-moreand 
Gno-beag,  of  which  now  confifts  the  whole  ha-  j 
rony  of  Moy-Cuilfin.     The  O  Conrys  wcrcan- 
^      tiently  the  chiefs  of  Gno-beag,  until  they  wer4 
partly  difpoffefled,  and  partly  made  tributaries  by 
the  O  Flaherty's. 

B    L    O    D. 

•  6lod,  fon  of  Cas,  fucceeded  his  father  in  ^ 
priricipality  of  north  Munfter.     This  prince  had  I 

four  fons,  vizi  Carthan  Fionn,  Carthan  ^^^^ 
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£ocba,  and  Breanan  B&n :  this  hiitorian  is  alto^ 
gether  iilent  of  his  adtions. 

CARTHANFIONN. 

Carthan  Fionn,  otherwife  called  CarthanM6re, 
immediately  fucceeded  him.  This  prince  lived  . 
when  St.  Patrick  was  pfeaching  the  gofpel  in  Ire- 
land, and  was  baptized  by  him  at  Sanigean,  or 
Sainaing6al,  hear  Limerick.  He  had  three  fons, 
whofe  names  Wefe  Eocha  Baildearg,  Aongus 
Tuillidh,  and  Cormac  Coichin. 

EOACHA   BAILLDEARG. 

Eocha  Bailldearg,  the  fon  of  Carthan  Fionn, 
ruled  next  after  him.  This  prince  left  tWo  fons, 
viz.  Conall,  who  did  not  reign^  and  Breacan 
Aran.  The  former  dying  before  his  father  Iglo- 
cha  Bailldearg,  had  two  fonsj  viz.  i.  Aodh 
Gaomh,  who  became  king  of  Cafliel,  z.  the  faint 
Molualobhar,  who  was  the  firft  founder  of  the 
church  of  Killaloe. 

CORMAC    COIGHIR 

Cormac  Coichin,  the  (on  of  Carthan  Fionn, 
fucceeded  his  brother  in  the  fbvercignty  of  North- 
Munfter. 

AODH    CAOMH. 

Aodh  Caomh,  the  fon  of  Conall,  fon  of  Eo- 
cha Bailldearg,  fucceeded  his  grand  uncle  Cor- 
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mac  Cokhm.  He  ^vas  the  firft  Chriftian  prince 
of  his  family  that  became  king  of  all  MiBiftcr. 
His  invcftiture,  with  the  authority  and  title  of 
king  of  that  j^'o^infce,  was^  performed  -  at  his  own 
court  in  the  prefence  of  St.  Breanan  of  Clonfcrt, 
jand  of  his  dpmeftic  poet  Mac  Lcinein,  afterwards 
•  'firft  biftiop  of  Cloy  ne,  and  by  the  concurrence  of 
"Abdh  Diibh,  the  father  of  Fignin  and  Failbhe 
iFlann,  and  Ton  oiCriomh than,  then  chief  reprc- 
fehiative  of  the  Eiigeriian  race,  'thefc  two  princes, 
attended  by  the  nobles  of  their  refpeftive  tribes, 
met  on  the  plain  of  Magh-Feimin,  between 
Cafliel  and  Clonmel,  with  a  view  to  confult  about 
matters  ot  public  and  common  concern,  and  af- 
terwards repaired  to  the  court  of  Addh  Caomb, 
where  the  Eugenian  princes  wiere  {^cndidly  fen- 
tertaincd.  Herp  it  was,  that  this  0al-ckffiari  prince 
leprcfchtisd  to  Aodh  Dubh  his  own  ri^ht  to  fill 
the  throne  of  Cafhel ;  but  ^he  Eugenian  prince 
cduld  by  no  meahibe  prevailed  upon  to  atknow- 
kdge  him  fovcrctgn  of  that  kingdotn,  until  fuch 
time  as  he  was  enfured  of  his  own  br  his  Ton's 
fucceffion  immediately  after  him.  Of  whidi  he 
was  fatisfied'by  having  had  the  holy Breanin  and 
Mac  Leinein  given  him  as  fureties  fortheper- 
Ibrmance  of  this  t^iiblic  contradt.  The  truth  of 
•thefc  partictlars  is  dbnfirmed  by  the  teftrmony  of 
(hat  faint,  in  a  poem  attributed  to  him,  which 
begins  with  the  following  words :  Ju  di  ^lodk 
mo  dba  cbdrmdfoun  a  ram. 

FORRANAN. 
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F  O  R  R  A  N  A  M. 

Forranaq,  fon  of  Fionan,  fon  of  Breanan,  fon 
of  Eocha,  fon  of  iCaifin,  fpn  of  Oa,  fttcc«d«d 
Aodh  Caomh  in  the  throne  of  North  Muafter. 

D    I    O    M    A. 

Dioma,  the  fon  of  Ronane,  fon  of  Aongvm, 
fon  of  Carrhan  Fionn,  collateral  kinfman  in  the 
fourth  degree  of  the  above- m^entipned  Aodh 
Caomh^  was'^he  next  Dal-caffian  pripce,  who  laid 
claim  to  ihe  crown  of  paftiel  after  the  death  gf 
Finine,  eldeft  fon  of  Aodh  jDubh,  4jnd  ^aceilpr 
of  the  Q'SulUvans^  who,  pprfijant  to  the  aUoYp 
agreement  njade  between, liis  father  and  thejta}4 
Aodh  Caomh,  fucceeded  the  latter  in  the  fpyerr 
cignty  ofCafliel.  TWs  Dal-.caffian  princp,  pio- 
ma,  Cupporjted  his  right  tp  the  crown  of  Calhfl 
againft  Kailbhe  Flanh,  younger  brother  pf*  Jbc 
above  Finine.  Thefe  dilputejs  very  proj^ably 
mufthaye  been  attended" with  great  ^fifion  of 
blood  on  both  fifies,  b^  nottheickrgy  pf  Mup* 
fter  jointly ,  offered  iheir  me^aopn,  which  ws^s 
accepted  of  by  the  two  contending  princes.  ThAt 
venerable  body  being  ACreflihlcd.on  ^his  pccalioR, 
and  judging  that  the  ftate  law  of  rejjal  Xucceflip^ 
ftiould  be  inviolably  grounded  ap,9p  |)>e  right  pf 
feniority, .  concluded  that  the  alterflative,  c;laiff^e([i 
byDioipa,  (hpuld  not  then  take  pj^ce  in  pfg^ 
dice  of  Failbhe  Flarni,  inafmfiph  ^s  the  latl^riWa^ 
of  a  maturer  age.  ,But  with  tl?is.  referve  a^^l 
claufe  in  favour  of  the  faid  Dipa;»,  jj?at  he  w 
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hisdired  hcirlhould  reign  immediately  after  faid 
Failbhe.  Aod  this  condition  and  claufe^  as  alfo 
the  following  articles  were  enfured  to  him  by  the 
ftridteft  obligations  and  the  delivery  of  hoftagcs. 
.The  further  articles  ftipulated  by  Dioraa  on  this 
occafion,  were, 

I.  That  in  confideration  of  his  giving  up  the 
kingdom  of  Calhel  into  the  hands  of  Failbhe 
Flann  for  that  turn,  neither  he  the  faid  Failbhe 
Flann,  nor  any  of  his  tribes  or  fucceffors  in  the 
ikme  throne,  (hould  evet  claim  any  fovcreign 
power  or  right  of  tribute  over  the  kingdom  of 
North-Munfter,  according  to  its  known  limits 
and  boundaries,  from  Slighe-Dala  in  Oflbry,  to 
the  weft  of  Ireland,  on  both  fides  of  the  Shan- 
non, and  from  Sliabh-Eibhline,  Calhel,  Knock- 
Aine,  and  the  river  Feil,  its  fouthern  limits  to 
Gal  way,  and  theifles  gf  Arran  towards  the  north. 

a.  It  was  ftipulated  by  Dioma,  that  the  king  of 
North-Munfter  ftiould  ever  after  be  lawfully  and 
liVowedly  entitled  to  a  fovereign  jurifdiftion  over 
the  countries^   which  the  anceftors  of  tbeDal- 
caflian  princes  had  beftowed  on  different  familica 
in  South-Munfter,  viz.  That  of  the  country  in- 
-habitcd  by  the  pofterity  of  Mac  Conn,  fon  of 
-Maicniad,  of  the  tribe  of  Dairinne  and  Ithlan 
race  ;    inafmuch  as  it  was  Cormac  Cas,  fon  of 
Olliol  Olim,  *  beftowed   them    on   his   mother 
Sadhbh's  grandfon,  called  Maicnaid,  the  fon  of 
Mac  Conn,  (for  Sadh^)h,  daughter  of  Conn  of 
the  one  hundred  battle,  viras  firft  married  to  Mac 
Conn'is  father.)    Thefe  lands  wiere  of  the  royal 
cftate  and  patrimony  of  Cprmac  Cas,  becaufc 
PlHoKMim  had  made  an  equal  divifibn  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Munft^r  betvjreen  him  and  his  brother 
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Eogan  More's  fon  Ficha  Muilleathan,  deducing 
only  thofe  terntories  which  he  appointed  as  the* 
patrimony  of  his  third  fon,  Cian,  in  thenorth-eaft 
part  of  the  faid  province,  which  were  added  to  the 
other  pofleflions  of  his  in  that  of  Leinfter.    Fiacha 
Muilleathan  Ihared  no  part  of  his  own  divifion 
with  the  fons  of  Mac  Conn,  though  his  coufm- 
^ermans  ;  he  and  they  being  all  grand-fons  of  the 
above  Saibh,    But  Cormac  Cas,  from  his  natural 
tenderncfs  for  Macniad,  who  was  his  nephew  by 
the  half  blood,  bcftowed  upon  him  a  vaft  tradlof 
ground,  which  comprehended  all  the  weft  part  of 
that  country  we  now  call  the  county  of  Corke, 
and  was   from  the   time  of  that  donation  diftin- 
guilhcd    by  the  name  of  Corcalaidhe,  as  being 
then  poflcffcd  by  jhe  pofterity  of  Luig  Ladh,  <vho 
was  the  grand-father  of  Mac  Conn.     The  Dal- 
caffian  tribe  did  therefore  efteem  themfelves  en- 
titled to  claim  the  fovcreignty  of  a  country  which 
had  been  the  free-gift  of  their  aqceftor.    It  was 
further  covenanted  between  Dioma  and  the  Euge- 
nians,    that  the  Dal-caflfians  (hould  have  a  like 
fovereign  jurifdidlion  over  the  one-half  of  the 
country  called  Ibh-Eochach,  now  corruptly  Ibh- 
Echach,  in  the  weft  of  the  county  of  Corke  ;  in-' 
afmuch    as  it  was  the  free  donation  of  Conal 
Eachluath  to  Eocha,  fon  of  Cas,  fon  of  Core  of 
the  Eugenian  line,  whom  the  former  had  bred  in 
his  court;   and  when  his  uncles    and    brothers 
would  not  allow  him  any  ftiare  amongft  thcra^ 
the  generous  Conal  fettled  him  in  the  above-men- 
tioned country.     In  the  laft  place,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  Dal-caffian  princes  Ihould  recover 
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4)€'  foverdgnty  of  che  coutitry  then  cdltd  Ibb 
Torna-Eigeas,  and  no^  Clan-Mofria^  ki  the 
4Dunty  of  Kerry,  becaufe  it  wad  ConaL  Eacbluatb 
thiftthad  given  all  that  territory  as  a  dowry  to  his 
d4\iighter  Ciromhfioan,  who  was  marmd  to  Tor<r 
na  jligeasv 

Dio^la^0  pacific  difpofition^-^o  which,  accord* 
tog  to  this  author^  be  la^rifioxi  his  indilputahlc 
tight  of  alternate  fuccei&on;  was  however  re-' 
warded  by  providence  i  inafmucb  asrit  is  certain, 
^t  he  lived  to  wear  the  crown  of  all  Munfter, 
and  was  brave  and  fuccefsful  enough  tjo  have  re^ 
pulfed  the  invaiion  of  all  the  Conatian  forces,  un* 
der  the  command  of  Guaire  l^ingof  that  province. 
Our  author  informs  us,  that  in  Dioma's  reign,  all 
the  princes  and  dates  of  Connaught  having  joined 
their  forces  with  a  view  to  recover  the  country 
now  called  Thomond,  of  which  they  had  been 
difpoffefled  by  the  brave  Luig  Meann,  made  a 
fuaden  irruption  into  the  province  of  Munfter, 
where  Dioma  Toon  met  and  engaged  them  in  a 
bloody  battle  at  Carran-fearaidhe,  now  called 
Knock- Aijiie,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  where 
he  gained  a  complete  viAory^  and  killed  five  of 
the  Conatian  princes,  whofe  names  were  Maol- 
dune,  Maolgaillid,  DonalF,  MaoMubh,  and 
Maolbreafal,  together  with  fourthoufand  of  their 
inferior  oflicers  and  Ibldiers  j  and  many  others 
were  made  prifoners. 

ISiote  ;  that  the  abovenientioned  mediators  in 
their  fentence  concerning  the  rcfpedlive  prctenfi- 
ohsof  Faflbhe  Fknn  and  Dioma,  have  notftewn 
a  jurt  regard  to  xht  ftate  law  of  fucccffion  made 
by  Onioforirp,  by  which  an  exaft  alternative  of 
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tween  the  p^jn^es  of  both  trib^s.^  T^X^  ^f!^^^^ 
grounded  their  fcntencie  fpl?ly  and  entirely/uppn 
the  right  of  femqrity  in  FailW^,  F1^9^»  ^^^!^9i^i 
confideringf^  that.hia  eider  brother  Einine  was  tf^q 
imoiedia^e  predeceffor  in  t^e  thrqneof  Calh^ 
and  wnfequently  that  the  iiext  alternative  be,r 
longed  of  all  right  to  a  prjncc.  qf  the  Dal-fiaiUaii 
trjbe,  Th^  thaniftic  law  of  fucceffipit,  cbieflyi 
if  not  folely  grounded  upon  the  jight  of  feniority, 
was  to  b^.  obferved  amongft  tftc  princes  pfon^ 
and  the  fame  tribe,  in  refpedt  to  each  other  ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  princes  of  the  two  different 
tribes  of  Eugenians  and-Caffians,  and  their  mutual 
rights  refpe(5lively  to  each  other,  the  chief  and 
fundamental  point  of  the  "ftate  Uw  of  fucceffion 
enatted  between  them  by  the  will  of  Olliol  Ofim^ 
was  the  alternate  enjoyment  of  fupreme  power 
and  government  in  the  thrbne  of  Leath-nwgh. 
This  point  we  (hall  hereafter  j5nd  to  have  been 
infifted  upon  from  time  to  time,  even  by  the  Eu- 
genians, whenever  they  found  it  ncceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  it. 

Our  original  fets  forth  in  this  place,  that  from 
the  firft  eftabliftiment  of  the  Chriflian  religion  in 
IfeVd,  to  the  time  of  Lorcan,  the  grandfather 
ofBrien  Boromh,  feven  princes  of  the  Dal-caflian 
race  had  enjoyed  the  crown  of  Calhel  and  all 
Munfter.  Their  names  and  feries  of  regal  fuc- 
ceffion, together  with  other  princes  who  were 
only  kings  of  North- Munfter,  to  the  tim^  of 
Lorcan,  are  as  followeth  :  i.  The  above  Dionnia, 
^«  Feardomnach,  fon  of  Dioma,  kin^  of  Cartiel, 
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&c.  3.  Ainlcadha,  fon  of  Dioma,  king  ofCafticl, 
&c.  4,  Dubhdin,  fon  of  Dioma^  king  of  Calhel, 
&c.  5.  Ccarnach,  fon  of  Ainlcadha,  king  of 
Caflicl,  &c;  Torpa,  fon  of  Ccarnach,  king  of 
Nprth-Munftcr  5  Donal,  fon  of  Eichiaran,  (ott 
ofOUiola,  fonof  the  above  Fcardomniiph,  king 
of  North- Munfter  ,  Finachta,  fon  of  Echiaran, 
king  of  North-Munftcir  ;  Cormac,  fon  of  Donal, 
fon  of  Eichiaran,  king  of  NorthrMunfter.  6. 
Rebccan,  fon  of  Mothla,  fon  of  Maeltuille,  of  the 
fame  flock  with  Dioma,  king  of  Cafticl. 

L  A  C  H  T  N  A. 

Immediately  after  the  alternatives  of  the  above* 
mentioned  Caffian  princes  in  the  throne  of  Calhel, 
Feidhlim,  fon  of  Criomhthan,  of  the  Eugenian 
tribes,  fucceeded  to  that  crown.     This  king  foon 
after  his  inauguration  demanded  the  ufual  tributes 
and  hoftages,  with  all  other  marks  of  fubmiflion 
from  the  different  princes  and  ftates  of  Soutlr 
Munfter ;  not  exempting  the  Eoganachts,   and 
other    free    ftates    belonging    to    the    principal 
branches  of  the  Eugenian   family.     The  princes 
of  thofe  free  ftates  very  ftifly  re&jfed  to  comply 
with    their   king*s    demand  ;    and  alledgcd,  as 
chi^f  rcaffon  of  their  rcfufal,  that  as  thpfe  of  the 
Cailian  race  had  as  good  a  right  as  the  Eugenians 
to  an  alternate  fucccffion  to  the  throne  of  Cafliel, 
fo  they  (hould  be  equally  burthened  with  all  fuch 
tributes  and  taxes  as  may   be  neceffary  for  fup- 
porting  the  dignity  of  that  crown.     The  king  of 
Caftiel  very  rcafonably  replied  to  thofe  remon- 
ftranccs  of  the  Eugenians,  by  defiring  they  may 

confider, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


I  L  LU  S  T  R  A  TED.  457 

confidcr,  that  as  the  major  part  of  the  lands  and 
ftatcs  belonging  to  the  Dal-caffian  tribes,  was 
merely  and  properly  their  ov^n  acquifition,  as 
well  as  a  glorious  monument  of  the  valour  of  their 
anceftors,  fo  it  confequently  owed  no  fubjedtion 
or  tribute  to  the  crown  of  Cafliel,  to  whofe  domi* 
nions  that  acquifition  was  never  annexed  :  befide, 
that  thafe  Dal-caffian  ftates  were  frequently  ex- ' 
pofed  to  the  attacks  and  hoftilities  of  the  Conati- 
ans,  againft  whom  they  were  obliged  to  ferve  as 
a  barrier,  which  was  equally,  though  not  fo  im- 
mediately ufeful  and  neceffary  for  the  defence  of 
theEugenian  ftates.  But  thofe  reafons,  however 
juft  and  folid  in  themfelves,  were  not  prevalent 
enough  to  remove  the  jealoufies  of  the  Eugenians 
againft  the  Dal-caffians  j  on  the  contrary,  they 
atlaft  prevailed  with  king  Feidhlim  to  march  at 
their  head  with  all  the  forces  of  South-Munfter  into 
the  heart  of  North-Munfter,  refolved  to  reduce 
the  Dal-caffian  ftates  to  the  fame  fubjedion  with 
themfelves,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  But  king 
Feidhlim  forefeeing  at  the  fame  time  the  difficul- 
ties,  which  that  enterprize  ftiould  meet  with  from 
the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Dal-caffian  tribe,  and  de- 
firous  of  preventing  the  efFufion  of  human  blood, 
thought  proper  to  proceed  with  caution  andpru- 
dencc  upon  this  perilous  expedition.  He  there- 
fore halted  at  a  place  called  Lig-na-Nachtran  in 
the  country  ofThomond,  and  from  thence  dif- 
Patched  ambaffadors  to  the  princes  of  the  Caffian 
race,  with  full  power  to  fignify  unto  them  the 
firm  refolution  of  the  Eugenian  ftates,  and  that 
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mithinglers  than  their  fubje&ion;  to  the  crown  o( 
Calhely  by  the  payment  of  tributes  apd  taxes, 
with  the  d^vcry  of  hoftages^  coyld  prevent  a 
bloody  war,  between  the  two  tribes,  which  ipay 
be  attended  with  moil  difn^al  confequencos.  The 
Dal-caflian  princfss  having  heafd  out  tfaoCcMnbaf 
fadors  concerning  thefe  new  preteniions  of  the 
*Eugenians,  difmiiled  them  with  fcorn  and  indig- 
nation, charging  them  at  the  fame  time  to  aiire 
^ir  king  that  he  (hould  f|nd;  them  wdl  prepared 
to  give  him  a  warm  reception,  and  difpute  tit^t 
matter  with  him  and  hi&  forces,  at  the  point  of 
the  fwx>rd^  But  the  clergy  of  the  country  purfu- 
ing  wifer  counfels,  entreated  tl?ofe  ambaJTadors 
to  reprefent  to.  king  Feidhlin^,^  that  nonq  of  bis 
predecefibrs.ever:  pretended  to  a  right  of  fubjec- 
tbn,  or  tribute,  from  the  DaJrcalJian  princes,  and 
that  their  kingdomof  North- Munfter  wa?  always 
acknowledged:  as  an  independent  ftate,  cfpecially 
that  part  of  it  which  was  the  cpnqueft  of  Luig 
Meann,  and  may  bejuftly  etteemed  the  price  of 
Dal-caflian  blood,  ^i  th^  fiime  tiin?  Lachtna, 
fon.ofAnluan,  who  then  was  the  fovcreign  ruler 
of  North-^Munfter,  and  a  pririce  of  great  pru- 
dence as  well  a$  valpur)  took  an  opportunity  of 
riding  away  incognito  with  on^  fipgle  attendant, 
to  pay  a  private  and  friendly  vifit  to  king  Feidh- 
Km  at  his  camp,  whp  received  him  with  ^^ 
gpeateft  denoonftratiQn  of  i4ti;;f£^ion  9n4  civility* 
which  ended  in  a  tjiorough  regoncili^tjpn  ^^ 
change  of  purpofes  between  t;bcm  ^nd  their  re- 
^eflive  tribes.    In  a  wgrd,  Feidhlim  was  fuUy 

fatisfied  with  a  polite  declaration,  which  was  made 

to 
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to  him'  by  LachtiM»  invporting,  tbal:f^r  his  pito- 

ticular  part,  h&  waa  willing  to  aicHnowlcdge  hiim 

Ai  king  of  Caflielaiiid  South-MunAer  ^  but  withi* 

out  pfcjudicc  qo  the  iodepemlency  and  righU'Of 

the  king  and  ftatea  of  North^Munfter.    Feidhlini 

and  his  princes  were  doubtlefa  the  better  dirpore4 

to  be  kiiuhed   with  thia  poliite  declaration  of 

Lacbtna,  aa  the  Dal-Cafllan  foccca  were  marching 

fronvall  quartera  to  meet  thofeof  Feidhlim,  wh0 

were  already  vci»y  apprehenfwe  of  being  furround- 

ed  and  attacked  on  all  fidea,  wlthouteven  the  pofr 

i^ilicy  of  a  retreat.    But  when  the  Dal-Caflian 

cbiefa  had  notice  of  the  reconciliation,  they  all 

alT^mbled  abouc  their  fovereign,  and  paid  their 

compliments  to  the  king  of  Calhfll,  who  received 

thena  in  the  moft  gmcious  and  friendly  manneri 

and  Lachtna  infilled  that  as  he  was  To  (p lendidly 

entertained  by  king  Feidblim  that  day  in  histent^ 

he  expeifked  his  viftt^  and  an  acceptance  of  the 

lilw  politencft  from  him  at  his  court,  where  be 

prevailed  tvrth  Feidhlim  and  his.  princes  to  fpend 

fomc  weeka,  during  which  time  they  were  regaled 

in  the  moft  magnificent  manner.    At  Feidhlira's 

departure,  he  folemnly  promifed  he  never  would 

pretend  to  the  right  of  either  tribute  or  hoftages 

from  the   martial  and  royal  tribe  of   Dalcaist 

whom  he  acknowledged  to  have  been  always  free 

and  independent. 

L    O    R    C    A    N. 

Lorcan,  the  fon  of  Lachtna,  fon  of  Core,  fon 
of  Anluan,  fon  of  Mahon,  fon  of  Torclach,  fon  of 

Caithily 
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Caithil,  fon  of  the  above  Aodh  Caomh,  fon 
Conall,  fon  of  Eocha  Bealldearg,  of  the  dtrcft 
line  of  Cormac  Cas,  fuccceded  his  father  in  the 
fovercignty  of  North- Munfter:  he  was  a  powe^ 
ful  and  rcfolutc  prince,  and  was  diftinguiflied  for 
his  generofity,  pmdcnce  and  piety.  Ourhiftorian 
relates  a  remarkable  affair  that  happened  between 
this  prince  and  Flann  Siona  king  of  Leath-Cuinn; 
this  king  inftcad  of  employing  his  forces  in 
giving  proper  check  to  the  Daniifa  invaders,  who 
in  his  time  were  committing  the  moft  barbarous 
devaftations,  cruehics  and  facrilegcs,  efpecially 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  even  in  Mcathand 
Kildaie  under  his  own  eyes,  thought  proper  to 
make  a  fuddep  irruption  into  the  province  of 
Munfter,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  where  he 
plundered  and  laid  wafte  a  great  part  of /the 
country.  At  his  return  home  loaded  withb(i)ty, 
he  boafted  to  his  officers,  that  there  was  no  prince 
or  date  in  all  Ireland,  that  would  dare  to  mdcft 
or  obftruft  his  march,  and  that  he  ftiouidhold 
himfelf  as  fafe  and  free  in  his  paffage,  as  if  be 
had  been  upon  a  tour  of  pleafure  and  fporting  in 
the  heart  of  his  own  patrimonial  eftates :  wher^ 
fore  he  declared  that  he  intended  to  divert  and 
amufe  himfelf  at  his  chefs-board,  wherever  be 
thought  proper  in  his  way  homeward,  without  the 
leaft  compliment  to  any  prince  or  ftate  wbatfoever 
[This  practice  andcondu<ft,  it  feems,  was  held  as 
a  mark  of  contempt  in  thofe  days,  towards  the 
prince  and  people,  in  whofe  ftate  fuch  fporting 
liberties  had  been  taken  by  another,  without  their 
confcnt.]     A  domeftic  poet,  called  Flann  Mac 

Lonnanc, 
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Lonnane,  wba  wasof  this  king's  retinue,  having 
heard  out  this  piece  of  rodomontado,  could  not 
refrain  from  telling  bismafter,  that  he  was  appre* 
henfiv€  if  he  ^  had  gone  upoh  fucK  a  fporting 
fcheme  into  the  country  of  the  Dal-Caffian  tribe, 
attended  as  he  was  by  all  his  forces,  he  fliould 
foon  have  a  moi^e  fer ious  and  yet  a  brifkcr  gaine 
to  play,  than  that  of  either  chefs  or  hazard  :  here- 
upon this  kiiig,  after  cafting  a  fcornfullook  at 
his  poet,  -iftftantly  orders  his  troops  to  march  * 
towards  Thomond.     In  the  mean  time,  the  poet 
Mac  Lonnaiie;  who  would  not  gladly  be  found  a 
falfe  prophet,  tdok  an  opportunity  to  give  timely 
notice  of  his  toafter's  dcfign  to  Lorcan,  King  of 
Norfh-Munflcr,  who  having  loft  no  time  in  giving 
the  alarm  t6  thci  chiefs' of   his 'tribe  and  their 
forces,  they  foon  wci-ein  rcadinefs  to  give  a  warm 
reception  to   king  Flarni ;    this   prince  having 
marcJhed  into   the  country   of   Aobh-Caifin  in 
Thomond,    halted  on   the  plaiA  cafled  Magh- 
Adhaitj  at  the  very  fpot  on  which  the  kings  of 
North-Munfter  were   ufually  inaugurated;  and 
"Sffj  after  a    ftiort  tefrelhmen^,  he  ordered  d 
"gnal  to  be  made  to  his  courtiers  and  officers,  to 
fallto their  amufcment^  without  care  or  apprehen- 
sion J  and  for  bis  part ^  he  challenged  a  companion 
^0  a  game  of  chefs.     But  the  Dal-Caffians,  who 
•lad  diligently  watched  his  march  arid  motions. 
Were  by  this  lifnc  aflembled  in  fight  of  his  damp, 
3^  in  a  fufficient  number  to  difturb  his  attention 
^^  that  fort  of  game.     In  a  word,  they  poured 
down  upon  him,  before  he  had  finiftied  his  party 
*^  chefs,  and  foori  overturned  his  gaming  tables^ 
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lifter  forcing  their  way  fword  in  hand,  tothcvcry 
fpot  on  whicfc  they  flood  :  the  fport  did  not  cad 
with  this  briflc  fcuffic ;  for  our  hiftorian  iirforms 
m^  that  the  affair  came  to  a  geoeial  andmoft 
bloody  <jnga®wnent  between  both  annics,  which 
contipucd  for  three  days  facceflSycly,  and  ctwlcd 
with  a  total  defeat  and  dreadful  caro^e  oi  kiog 
Flann's  i?>en,  who  at  iaft  was  ji^pye  to  the  ex- 
tremity and  copfvjfion  of  empIoynigtJic  intoccf- 
fion  of  his  poet,  to  obtain  quarters  for  bis  own 
perfon. 

Note ;  This  piece  of  raiUtafj  conduft,  hqwcycr 
odd  it  may  appear  inour  dj^ys,  I  judged  not  ilto- 
gethcr  improper  to  be  relat^  ui  this  cxtr^; 
inafmuchas  it  may  ferve  as  a  fample  pf  theioaa- 
ners  and  cuftoms  obferv^ed  by  ^  warriors  <f 
thofe  times.  It  is  jufi  to  i?em^k  at  the  fftme 
time,  that  no  part  of  the  ridk^I^  of  thjis  tranf- 
a^ipn  falls  upjMi  Korean  or  his  tribe,  who,  bri^ 
attacked  in  a  contemptuous  .as  well  as  \^^^^ 
manner,  wereoUiged  not  only  to  vindicate  their 
own  honjour  and  rights,  but  aUbto  repd  the  in- 
vader of  .their  country,  to  whom,  they  owed  no 
fubmiifion. 

Cormac  Mac  CuilUnan,  kii^  and  bi(hc^  ^f 
Ca(hel,  paidavifitto  this  Dal-Caflian  prince  at 
his  court  of  Thomond,  where  he  was  honourably 
received  for  nine  fucceflive  day^,  to  the  great  6' 
tisfaaion.of  the  wnerable  gueft,  aiid  that  of  hi* 
numerous:  fuite.  This  king  at  his  departure,  re* 
pr^fented  to  Loccanand  the  other  princes  of  lus 
Cept,  that  he  hqped  the  principal  heads^^  ^ 
prefentatives  of  the  twelve  branches,  into  wki* 
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ibctribe  of  Dal-Cais  was  divided,  (hould  deliver 
into  iib  Care  arid  tuirion  one  of  their  fcveral  fons, 
fo  be  edufaatcd  m  the  nattare  of  ^cclcfiaftics.  ,  To 
this  plcnas  propofifcl  of  the  kmg  of  Cafliel  ttxy 
all  ircadily  confcnted,  LbrcATi  Wmftlf  being  their 
l)iteectent  in  giving  up  hisyoxjflgeft  (on  Gofgarach, 
wcfepi  Conla  fon  of  Eicmachta,  who  wotild  not  de^ 
liver  his  own  fon,  upon  a  forririfc,  iwrhich  he  did  not 
t»ticcal,  that  this  had  been  a  fpedous  pretext  in 
Cotmac  to  caityaway  the  young  printees,  and 
^fierwarcis  detain  ihera  at  Caftiel,  in  the  ftate  and 
qnality  of  boftages.  The  veneriWc  Gornaac 
folemfliy:prol[efted,  that  the  charges '<)f  Gonla 
were  both  injufious  and  groundlefs,  and  in  the 
prcfence  of  the  afiembly,  gave  him  his  inaledic- 
tion,  bf  ^WhidhConia  and  his  poftferity  (fay  the 
records)  feh  the  temporal  ciffefts,  being  foon  after 
itduced  to  a  poffeflion  of  lands,  confined  within 
the  fcanty  limfits  of  the  •  diftridl  of  Sgeth- 
Neachtan. 

Lcircan,  in  fortie  time  after.  Wen!  torettrrn  the 
vifit  of  king  Cormac,  but  before!  he  ipproached 
the  court,  thought  proper  to  halt  at  a  place  called 
Raib-na-Nurlan,  on  the  plains  of  Cafliel.  This 
kii^  being  informed  of  Lorcan's  vifit,  fends  him 
an  invitation  without  any  further  ^eremOny  or 
cbmpfiment  by  one  of  his  houihold,  vrho  as  foon 
^  tic  dehvered  bis  crmnd,  wascAliged  to  return 
with  a  plain  deftial.  The  meffenger  immediately, 
informs  his  royal  tnafter,  that  the  king  of  North- 
Miinfter  feehied  to  be  rather  affi^onted  than 
pleafcd  with  the  invitation.  Cormac  having 
feiteiifly  ffeflefted  upon  this  cirCttmfl:ance,.and  the 
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catife  of  that  refufal,  made  the  following  declanp 
tion  in  the  hearing  of  all  his  courtiers;  I  certainly 
know^  fays  he,  the  reafon  of  the  worthy  prinoe's 
non-compliance,  he  requires  the  benefit  of  that 
right,  which  the  Dal- Caffian  kings,  whenever  they 
do  not  fill  the  throne  of  all  Munfter,  are  indif- 
putably  entitled  to  inherit  in  the  regal  houfc  of 
Calhel ;  for  the  faid  princes  in  fuch  conjundurcs 
have  an  unqueftionable  right  to  poffefs  the  entire 
northern  half  of  that  palace,  for  this  reafon,  that 
their  anceftors  and  themfelves  have  always  de- 
fended the  king  and  crown  of  Caihel  againfttbe 
attacks  and  invafions  of  the  provincial  troops  of 
Leinfter,  and  the  forces  of  Leath-Cuinn.    Her^ 
.upon,  Corniiac  difpatches  one  of  the  princes  of 
his  tribe  to  make  an  apology  to  the  Dal-Cal&n 
king  for  the  incivilities  (hewn  him,  and  rcqueft 
he  would  now  come  on,  and  enjoy  his  privileges 
.in  the  rpyal  feat  of  Cafh^l.    Lorcan  made  i5o 
difficulty  to  comply  with  this  offer,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  9P?o  ^rmsby  kingCormac,  wbo,  as 
foon  as  the  DaUCaffian  prince  entered,  gave 
him  poflefTton  of  the  north-half  of  the  entire 
palace,   and  feared  him  and  the  princes  ofW^ 
blood  at  his  right  hand ;  an  honour  which  they 
were  entitled  to  enjoy,  not  only  becaufc  theDal- 
Caflian  forces  always  formed  the  foremoft  ranks 
,in  ail  oflfenfive  and  defenfive  engagements  with 
the  common  enemy  ^  but  alfo  covered  the  rear  of 
the  Momonian  armies  in  all  their  nceeflary  rt- 
treats,  being  at  all  times  the  laft  that  quitted  the 
field  of  battle.     In  return  to  this  complit^' 
^  due  to  his  rank,  Lorcan  gave  the  king  of  Caili«' 
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liis  moft  hearty  thanks,  and  frankly  declared*  if 
be  had  not  (hewn  hinv  the  honours  and  privi- 
leges, to  which  he  had  an  hereditary  right,  that, 
far  from  paying  him  a  vifit,  he  and  the  other 
(mnces  of  his  tribe,  (hould  never  hold  the  leaft 
correfpondencc  with  the /king  of  Calhel,  or  hU 
Eugenians,  nor  ever  after  affift  them  in  their 
grtateft  diiftreflies.  The  venerable  Cormac  hkn- 
fetf,  having  an  extraordinary  talent  for  poetry, 
expreflcs  the  privileges  of  the  Dal-Cais  in  the 
ttgal  houfe  of  Cafticl  in  a  poem  of  his  Pfaltar 
which  begins  thus  :  *'  RuidUcas  DalCais  Cea- 
''  datbh  Jrmacbr 

In  this  prince's  reign  as  king  of  North-Munfter, 
Teige  Mac  Cathil  the  king  of  Connaught,  made 
a  fudden  invafion  \yitb  all  the  forces  ^  fa^  pro** 
vincc  into  the  country  of  Thomond,  of  which 
ibe  Dal-  Caflians  being  fpeedily  alarmed,  by  an  ex- 
pedient generally  pradtifed  on  the  l?ke  occafions, 
affembled  their  forces  in  a  fufficient  number,  and 
repelled  the  invaders,  after  a  general  deroute  and 
feughtcr  of  their  men.  The  military  expedient 
above-mentioned,  and  which  the  Dal-Caffians 
ordered  to  be  bbferved  upon  the  firft  notice,  or 
apprehenfion  of  an  invafion  by  the  Conatians, 
confifled  in  lighting  a  large  alarming  fire  on  fhe 
fommit  of 'the  hill  called  Rinarda,  which  may 
^pprifethe  watch-guard  of  the  height  calledSliabh- 
Muiceann  to  do  the  fame,  who  were  to  be  imitated 
l>y  thofe  of  Kiiock-an-Phriachan,  which  laft  fire 
advertifed  the  watch  of  Knack-an-Dubhan,  fo  that 
by  this  means  every  man  who  faw  the.fire,  that  was 
able  to  bear  arms  throughout  the  whole  kingdom 
H  h  of 
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of  North-Munflcr,  inftantly  repaired  to  Ccann- 
Corann,  prepared  to  repel  the  invaders. 

The  fMous  Cormac  Mac  CuilHnan,  bifhop  anrf 
king  of  Cafbel,  not  only  had  a  perfonal  afFedtion 
for  Lorcan,  but  was  fenfiWc  of  his  right  to 
fuccccd  hrmfclf  in  the  throne  of  Calhcl.  This 
king  being  importuned  by  Flahartach  abbot  of 
Inis-Catha,  and  other  princes  of  his  tribe,  toga 
upon  an  expedition  into  Leinfter,  in  order  to  en- 
force his  right  of  tribute  from  that  province,  as 
part  of  Leath  mogh  v  and  having  a  fore- fight  of 
bis  death  before  his  return  from  that  enterprife, 
fent  a  friendly  invitation  to  Lorcan,  at  wbofe 
arrival  he  declared  to  all  his  court  and  kinfmen, 
that  this  prince  had  a  juil  and  natural  right  to 
fucceed  himfelf  in  the  throne  of  Caflicl,  purfuant 
to  the  will  of  Ollil  Olim,  their  common  anceftor : 
and  therefore  did  from  that  moment,  dcmife  his 
crown  to  Lorcan,  in  cafe  be  flxould  not  furvive 
the  expeditidn  he  then  was  going  upon.  Ac- 
cordingly, this  enterprifc  having  been  fatal  to  the 
life  of  Cormac,  agreeably  to  his  own  pre-fentiment 
of  death,  this  Dal-Caffian  prince  fucceedcxi  him, 
and  reigned  as  king  of  all  Munfter  fot  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  which,  I  (ball  here  obferve, 
that,  according  to  O  Dubhagane,  quoted  by 
Keating,  was  only  a  year  and  a  half;  but  it  ap- 
pears from  Chronicon  Scotorum,  that  he  reigned 
for  fix  years,  /.  e.  from  the  death  of  Cormac  in  the 
year  908,  to  the  commencement  of  Flaithbhertach 
Mac  lonmhuinen's  reign,  in  the  year  914. 

KINNEDY. 
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ICinncdy  fon  of  Lorcanjfucceededhis  father,  at 
Icaft  in  the  kingdom  of  North-Munfter ;  and  we 
(hall  by  and  by  find  fufficient  rcafon  to  think^  that 
he  may  very  juftly  be  allowed  a  place  in  the 
catalogue   of   the  kings  of  all  Munfter.    This 
^prince  was  attacked  all  of  a  (udden  and  at  once 
by  a  confederacy  of  the  following  princes  and 
ftatesi  viz.  Meath,  Dealbhna,  Corcamrua,  Eile, 
Mufcrytire,  Tiege  Mac  Cahil  king  of  Conhaught 
with  all  his  forces,  the  Eoganacht  of  Calhel,  and 
their  king   Callaghan,    who  doubtlefs  was  the 
author  and   fomenter  of    all  this  confederacy. 
But  the  brave  Kinnedy,  with  his  invincible  Dal- 
Cailians,  intrepidly  and  confiantly  facing  about  to 
oppofe  the  different  attacks  of  their  invaders,  not 
only  maintained  his  ground  againft  them  all  in 
the  moft  gallant  manner,  but  alfo  gained  feveral 
vidlories  in  the  profecution  of  this  defcnfive  war : 
and  particularly  a  very  fignal  one  againfl  Cal- 
laghan  of  Cafhel,  of  whom  he  won  the  battle  of 
Saighleann,  where  3cx>  of  Callaghan*s  tribe  befide 
numbers  of  his  troops  were  left  dead  on  the  field 
of  battle.     This  was  not  the  only  battle  Kinnedy 
fought  againft  Callaghan,  as  fhall  juft  hereafter 
appear  from  the  Chronicon  Scotorum.  This  gallant 
prince  met  the  confederate  army  of  all  Lcath- 
Cuinn,  at  Athlone  in  Connaught,  and  there  fought 
and  forced  them  to  retire  with  confiderable  lofs. 
He  alfo   had  twenty-four  bloody  engagements 
with  the  Danes,  whom  at  long  run  he  entirely 
H  h  2  routed 
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routed  out  of  his  kingdom  of  North-Munftcr. 
Thus  far  the  Munfter  book  concerning  the  gallant 
aftions  of  this  great  prince. 

Keating,  agreeably  to  his  ufual  fondnefs  of  en- 
tettaining  his  rieaders  with  ftories  of  an  extraor"! 
dinary  nature,  tektcs  two  very  fingiriar  events 
concerning  Kinhedy  and  Callaghan,  fon  of  Bu- 
adhcan,  a  prince  of  the  Eugenian  flock,  his  cotem- 
porary  tind  rival  for  the  throne  of  Caftifcl ;  in  the 
firft  place  he  telk  us,  tha(t  Kinnedy,  after  the 
death  of  his  fether  Lorcan,  bad  convened  the 
princes  and  dates  of  the  whole  province,  at  a 
place  called  Gleannamhuin,  now  Glah worth,  in 
the  county  of  Corke,  to  ,whom  he  fignified  and  af- 
ferted  his  right  of  fUcceeding  to  the  throne  of  all 
Munffter ;  but  adds,  that  the  mother  of  Gatlhtghan 
appearing  at  the  fame  time  in  the  midft  of  tKs 
awful  aflcmbfy,  pathetically  remonftrated  to  Kin- 
nedy, that  according  to  the  law  of  alternate  fuc- 
ceffion  anticntly  cftabliftied  by  the  laft  Will  of 
.Glliol  OKm  between  the  Eugeniairs  and  Dal* 
Caffians,  her  own  fon  had  then  the  right  of  fuc- 
ce^ding  in  his  turn  to  the  throne  of  Ciafhel^  pre- 
ferably to  Kinnedy.  This  argument,  by  the 
bye,  would  imply  a  plain  acknowledgment  from 
the  inventor  of  the  ftory  (who  doubtlefs  was  one 
of  the  feanachies  belonging  to  the  Engenian 
princes)  that  Lorcan,  the  father  of  Kinnedy,  had 
been  the  immediate  predeceffor  of  Callaghan  in 
the  throne  of  Cafliel,  though  the  writers  of  the 
Engenian  party  have  expupged  him  out  of  their 
lifts  of  the  kings  of  Munfler.  Our  hiflorian,  pur- 
fuing  the  ftory,  aflures  us  however,  that  Kinnedy, 
nbtwithltanding  his  great  power  and  influence, 
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wat  gdod  eoQugh  to  acqiqefee  lo  ihofe  reafons 
ttid  relinqutlh  bis  pretenfions  in  conif)ki(atTce  to 
this  old  lady. 

Keatiilg*s  other  ftory  xdmvt  to  thefe  two 
princes,  l^^t  vi^bich  legards  Callaghan  in  a  more 
particubr  maicui^r,  )s,  that  this  pirkl^e  beiiig 
trcacheroufly  invited  to  Dublin  by  Sitrick,  the  fwi 
of  TorgefiustheDanifh  tyrant,  under  the  fanfti- 
OQ  of  a  pronoife  the  faid  Sitrick  had  niade  him  of 
a  inarriage  alliance  wHh  his  lifter  Bevioiin,  daugh- 
ter of  the  faid  Turgefius,  was  perfidioufly  feized 
at  his  an^ival,  together  with  hts  companion  Don- 
chuan  the  fon  of  Kinnedy,  and  both  font  off  tied 
neck  and  heels  to  Ajrdmagh,  there  to  be  difpofed  of 
according  to  the  fanguinary  views  of  that  ufurper : 
but  that  Kinnedy,  to  whom  Callaghan  had  cn- 
trufted  the  government  of  the  whole  kingdom 
during  his  afbfence,  biing  informed  of  Callaghan's 
captivity,  raifed  all  the  forces  of  Munfter,  both 
byfaa  and  land,  and  difpatched  them  away  under 
the  command  of  an  able  general  called  Donogh 
O'Keeffe,  and  an  experienced  admiral,  by  name 
Failbhe  Fionn ;  and  that,  by  the  extraordinary 
valour  of  thefe  commanders  and  their  refpedtive 
forces,  Callaghan  and  Donchuan  were  refcued 
from  on  board  the  Danilh  fleet  off  Dundalk,  and 
brought  away  triumphantly,  after  killing  Sitrick 
and  his  two  brothers,  whom  our  hiftorian,  faith- 
fully copying  his  learned  authors,  calls  by  the 
names  of  Tor  and  Magnus. 

But  with  regard  to  thefe  two  ftories,  the  latter 
of  which  is  wonderfully  enlarged  upon,  and  em- 
bcUilhed  with  all  the  flowers  of  romantic  elo- 
quence, 
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quence^  belides  the  profound  filence  of  all  Irifh 
annals,  which  of  itfelf  alone,  may  found  a  firong 
fufpicion  and  prejudice  againft  the  reality  of  their 
refpeftivc  fubjedks  -,  I  (hall  obfervc  in  the  firft  place 
with  regard  to  the  former  of  the  two,  importing 
the  pacific  acquieicence  of  Kinnedy  to  Callaghan's 
pretenfions,  the  annals  reprefent  him  of  a  quite 
contrary  difpofuion  and  condufl,  inafmudias  we 
find  it  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  ChroniconSco- 
torum,  at  the  year  944,  to  which  is  therein  ^^ 
ferred  the  death  of  Flaithbhertach,  the  fon  of 
lonmhuincin,  Callaghan*s  predeceflor  in  the  fo- 
vcreignty  of  South- Munfter,  that  a  very  bloody 
battle  was  then  fought  between  Kinnedy  and  Cal- 
laghan,  both  vifibly  contending  for  the  throne  of 
0(hel,  as  foon  as  it  was  vacated  by  the  death  of 
thefaidF14ithbhertach;  in  which  battle,  fought  at 
a  place  called  Magh-Duine,  many  lives  were  loft 
on  both  fides,  as  the  author  of  the  Chronicon  ob- 
ferves,  by  adding  to  his  Irifli  account  t^c  Latin 
words,  ubimuUt  ccciderunt.  And,  to  remark  it  by 
^Jie  bye,  this  fanguinary  contention  and  rivalftip 
between  thcfe  two  princes,  difcredits  in  great  mca- 
furc  that  zealouis  part  which  Kinnedy  and  his  fon 
Donchuan  arc  faid  to  have  taken  in  what  regarded  , 
Callaghan's  intercft  during  his  captivity.  But  at 
the  fame  time  it  is  obfcrvable,  that  the  power  and 
(bvcreign  command  attributed  to  Kinnedy  by  the 
authors  of  Callagban's  ftory,  implies  a  fair  con- 
ceffion  from  them  of  the  fovereignty  of  Munfter, 
being  at  leaft  as  extenfivejy  (hared  by  the  Rrmer 
as  it  was  by  the  l&ttcr. 
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Now  as  to  CaUaghan'fi  captivity  under  Sitrick, 
the  ioD  of  Turgeiius,  and  his  heroic  deliverance 
by  the  f#rces  of  Munfter,  I  cannot  but  obfervCy 
that  the  whole  (lory  is  inflexibly  irreconcileable  with 
the  moft  authentic  accounts  and  hiftorical  faftsex* 
pre(sly  recorded  in  the  Irilh  annals.  Turgefius,  the 
fuppofed  father  of  Callaghan's  perfidious  enemy 
Sitrick^  finifhed  his  execrable  life,  according  to 
theChronicoo  Scotorum,  the  annals  of  Innisfallen 
andthofcof  Ulfter^  in  the  waters  of  Lough-Nair, 
whercinto  they  teU  us  he  was  plunged  and  drowned 
anno  845,  by  Maolfeachluin  king  of  Meath,  who 
had  feizcd  the  body  of  that  tyrant,  whether  bf 
open  feats  of  war,  or  by  fuch  a  ilratagem  as  that 
which  has  been  firft  related  by  Giraldus  Cambren^ 
fis,  Top(^.  Hib.  Did.  3.  c.  4.  who  (according 
to  his  well  known  talent  of  inventing  wonderful 
ftories  concerning  Irilh  aftjatii-s)  will  have  us  believe 
what  the  annals  above  cited  are  all  quite  filent 
upon,  that  Maolfeachluinn  contrived  the  capture 
of  that  Dani(h  king,  by  pomplimenting  him  with 
the  difpofal  of  hii^fair  daughter,  accompanied  by 
fifteen  young  bravos  difguiled  in  woman's  drcfs, 
under  which  they  concealed  well  prepared  weapons 
for  the  execution  of  that  defign.    But  however 
this  event  was  brought  about,  it  is  agreed  upon 
by  all  authentic  accounts  and  the  beft  authors,   ^ 
that  Turgefius  died  in  the  year  845.     But  the 
cailieft  rpent^op  I  find  of  Callaghan  in  the  faid 
annals,  particularly  in  Chronicon  Scotorum,  is  in 
the  year  936,  that  is  to  fay,  eight  years  before  he 
contended  with  Kinnedy  for  the  fucceffion  at  the 
death  of  Flaithbhertach  in  944;  at  which  firft 
mcRtioned  year  of  936,  he  is  faid  to  have  plun- 
dered, 
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dered  Clonmacnoifa  in  Meatb^  at  the  bead  df  a 
panty  of  Munfter  rmn  :  and  in  the  year  959  be 
is  mentioned  as  n»bking  another  expedition  of  a 
like  nature^  aififted  by  a  party  of  Dahed,  into  the 
fame  province,  wherein  he  phoKlered  Cluainniraird^ 
Cluainatneach,  and  Cili-^aice.   Now  from  the  titne 
of  Turgefiu&^s  death  in  845^  to  the  vdry  firft  of 
tbofe  epochs  of  Caliaghan's  firft  appearance  in  the 
w<:>rld  in  quality  of  an  adventuring  paTtr&n,  tbere 
are  jufi  91  years,  and  to  that  of  bis  affuming  the 
title  of  king  of  South-Munfter,  as  fucceflbr  of 
Flattblldiert^ch  m  the  year  944,  there  are  at  leaft 
^  years,  and  poflibly  within  a  few  mofitfa^  of  a 
whole  century.     And  what  allows  us  full  liberty 
to  extend  this  good  round  number  of  years  to 
near  half  a  fdore  beyond  the  whole  oentqry,  the 
writers  of  Callaghan's  flory  all  agree  in  telling  u&, 
that  he  finifhed  his  fife  as  well  as  bis  reign  of  tea 
pt  twelve  yeirs  (for  they  differ  as  to  its  duration) 
foon  after  his  return  from  his  captivity,  in  which 
they  give  us  to  undcrftand,  that  he  had  remained 
but  a  few  montte.     Bevionn,  the  daughter  of 
Turgefius,  mufl  therefore  by  a  ncce&ry  confe- 
quence  be  a  pretty  grave  and  experienced  matron^ 
of  more  than  an  hundred  years  of  age,  when  her 
brother  Sitrick,  who  could  not  be  much  younger, 
but  may  by  many  years  be  older,  was  arch  enough 
to  fet  her  up  for  the  objedt  of  Callaghan's  ambit 
tfon  and  courting  expedition  to  Dublin.     But  a 
further  mifchief  and  crofs  purpofe  againft  this 
much  famed  ftory  is,  that  the  annals  make  no  fort 
of  mention  of  this  Sitrick,  fon  of  Turgefius^  with 
regardJio  whofe  iffoe,  either  mak  or  female,  they 
keep  a  profound  filence. 
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The  Bcxl  Btccatam  thtj  gwc  os  of  «ny  princr* 
pal  cWrfs  of  tte  Din^s  or  Ntxrwegrafe^  is  ih  thfc 
year  ^55,  when  AfnWarbh,,or  Amlavius  (to  whom 
Giraldos  Cambrenfis,  Topogr.  Bib.  1.  3.  c.  4j. 
afociafes  his  two  brothers  Sy tarachus  and  Ivaros) 
arrived  in  Dubfin  from  Norway,  and  fubj^<Sied  tAl 
the  Datics  and  Norwegians  of  Ireland  tb  bis  <fo- 
minion.  Bat  as  this  event  was  91  years  antece- 
dent to  Callaghan'rf  aflaming  the  title  of  king  6f 
Caflicl  in  944,  this  Sitricus,  the  brother  of  Am- 
lavius,  befides  his  hating  never  been  mentioned 
askingofthe  Danes  of  Dublin,  but  only  gover- 
nor or  commander  of  thofe  of  Waterford,  could 
not  be  the  perfon  whofe  fifter  might  have  ten^ted 
the  ambition  of  our  Momonian  prince.  To  this 
wemayidd,  that  the  authors  of  this  ftory,  far 
from  mentioning  Amlavtus  and  Ivaros  as  the 
brothers  of  their  Sitricus,  have  taken  care  to  ^f- 
fign  him  two  of  quite  different  names,  iTor  and 
Magnus,  whom  they  reckon  among  the  flain  in 
the  wonderful  battle  by  which  Callaghan  was  re- 
fcucd.  We  find  indeecf  another  Sitrick  menti- 
oned in  the  atmals  at  the^year'919,  as  an  affoci^ 
ate  with  one  I  varus  at  that  ploody  battle  n^ar  Dub- 
lin, in  which  Nial  Glundijff  and  many  bther  Iii(h 
prirtccs  were  Hain,  wtth>%reat  numbers  of  their 
men  and  officers.  The  Chronicon  Scotorum  calb 
Ais  Sitrick  by  the  diftinftive  name  of  Sitrick 
Gaile,  and  the  Innisfallenfes  call  him  Sitric,  the 
fonof  Amhlaibh,  or  Amlavius-  Sir  James  Ware 
tnentions  him  at  the  year  916,  Antiq.  Hlb,  p.  109. 
The  epoch  of  this  battle  is  juft  25  years  before 
that  of  the  death  of  Flaiihbhertach,  the  prede- 
ceffor  of  Callaghan  in  the  throne  of  Cafhel ;  and 
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yet  this  Sitric  difappears  immediately  after  that 
battle^  biid  muftbe  fuppofed  to  have  loft  his  life 
either  in  that  adtion,  or  before  the  end  of  the 
fame  year,  inafmuch  as  there  is  no  mention  of  him 
in  another  mod  flaughtering  battle  and  vidory, 
which  Donogh  Mac  Floinn^  the  fucceflbr  of  Niall 
GlundufT^  gained  the  year  following  over  the  Da- 
ni(h  and  Norwegian  forces,  wherein  theChronicon 
Scotorum  obferves,  tharthefe  foreigners  fufbred 
much  greater  carnage  and  lofs  of  men,  than  thelrilh 
had  fufiained  from  them  in  the  preceding  battle. 
Another  proof  of  the  above  Si  trick's  having  finiftcd 
his  days  before  921,  is,  that  Godfra  or  Godfri- 
dus,  grandfon  of  Ivar,  is  mentioned  at  this  year 
as  king  of  the  foreigners  of  Dublin.     The  death 
of  this  fame  Godfridus  is  mentioned  at  the  year 
934*    ^hc^  hi^  ^^^  Amlavius,  or  Aulafius  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  and  died  in  941,  and  Avas  fucceeded 
by  his  Ton  Blacarus  until  948,  when  he  iofl  bis 
life  with  1600  of  his  people  in  a  battle,  where- 
in   Congalach,   the    fucceiTor  of   Donogh  Mac 
Floinn,    gained  the  vidtory,    Blacarus  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Godfridus,    Ton  of  Sitrick,    whom 
we  find  mentioned  as  dill  reigning  in  the  year 
951 ,  after  which  he  foon  loft  his  life,  as  mentioned 
by  theChronicon  Scotorum  by  a  vifible  judgment 
from  God,  for  having  deftroyed  and  plundered  va- 
rious churches  named  in  that  chronicle ;  and  was 
fucceede^  by  another  Godfridus,  fon  of  ^ulafius, 
vrho  died  in  962,    fix  years  after  the  death  of 
Callaghan  Cafhel,  during  whofe  reign,  from  5144 
to  954,,  no  Sitrick  appears  at  the  head  of  Danes 
or  Norwegians,  as  is  plain  from  the  preceding 

fucccffion  of  their  kings. 
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Another  plain  mark  of  invention  in  this  dory 
of  Callaghan's  captivity  under  Sitrick,  the  foqof 
Turgefius,  is  fumi(hcd  by  the  part,  which  Don- 
chuan  the  fon  of  Kinncdy  is  faid  to  have  a^ed 
in  this  romantic  adventure,  which  the  authors  of 
it  reprefent  as  having  happened  not  long  before  the 
death  of  that  Momonian  prince.     The  Chronicon 
Scotorum  fcts  down  at  the  year  958,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  fifth  year  after  that  in  which  Callaghan  began 
bis  reign,  the  death  of  Donchuan  and  his  brother 
Achiaran,  as  having  been  killed  by    Congalach 
the  fucccffor  of  Donogh  Mac  Floinn  in  the  throne 
of  Tara,  in  a  plundering  expedition  which  he 
then  made  into  the  province  of  Munfter.    The 
fame  fadt  I  find  mentioned  in  another  old  manu- 
fcript  I  have  in  my  poffeffion,  without  either  title 
or  author's  name.    Callaghan  lived  for  five  years 
after  this  event,  a  circumftance,  which  befides 
the  little  appearance  there  is  of  any  good  under- 
ftanding  having  fubfifted  between  him  and  Kinne- 
dy  or  his  fons  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned, 
founcjs  a  very  material  prejudice  againft  the  truth 
of  this  faniou^  ^P^y-     The  laft  fymptom  of  deli- 
rious imaginatioii,  I  fhall  take  notice  of  in  the 
inventers  of  this  romance,  is  the  mention   they 
make  of  Morrogh  Mac  Floinn  king  of  Leinfter, 
as  having  oppofed  the  paffage  of  Callaghan's 
army  through  his  country,  at  their  return  to 
Munfter.     To  corivince  us  of  the  inconfiflency 
of  this  epifode,  we  have  only  to  obferve,  that 
the  Chronicon  Scotoruni  at  the  year  944,  when 
Callaghan  began  hisreign,  mentions  one  Bran  Mac 
Maol-m6rdha,  as  being  then  the  rpigning  king  of 
Wnfter,  and  affifting  Congalach,  afterwards  king 
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of  Tara,  in  ranfecking  Dub)ki,  where  ^y  killed 
400  Danes.    This  Brian  king  of  Leiniler^   was 
killed  by  the  king  of  Offory,  tmno^  947,  aocording 
to  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  that  is  to  fay,  fix  or 
feven  years  before  Calkighan*s  death.    Now  ac- 
cording to  the  lift  or  cataloguii  we  h*ve  from  the 
Xieinfter  records  of  the  kings  of  that  province, 
and  their    fucceffion    with  the   dates  of  th^ 
enthronement  and.  death,   I  find  that  Monrogh 
Mac  Flin  or  Mac  Fm,  as  he  is  calted  in  fome 
copies,  began  his  reign  juft  21  years  after  the 
death  of  Bran,  /.  f.  14  or  15  years  after  that  oC 
Callaghan.    I  fh  aH  concinde  this  tedious  crfticifin, 
by  alluring  my  reader,  that  aeal  for  the  honour 
attd  credit   of  the  true  antiquities  of  the  Irifh 
ration,  and  far  from  a  natural  inclination  of  ex- 
pofing  the  weaknefs  of  any  of  the  Iriih  writers, 
is  what  induced  me  to  make  thefc  animadNcerfions 
upon  this  famous  ftory   of  Callaghan  Cafhel; 
and  upon  this  occafion,  I  am  forry  to  have  too 
much  reafon  to  lament  the  difcrcdit,  and  even  the 
dilhonour,    which    the   Englifh    tranflation    of 
-      Keating*s    hiftorical    colledtions  muft  naturally 
have  refleiftcd  upon  the  authentic  and  genuine 
antiquities  of  this  nation,  of  which  fome  precious 
monuments  are  ftill  remaining,  as  I  (hall  foon 
have  occafion  to  mention  more  particularly  •   a 
tranflation,  which  befides  being  miferably  incorreft 
and  abfurd  as  to  the  literal  fenfc  in  many  places, 
for  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Irifh 
language  in  the  chief  tranflator,  vifibly  alters  or 
gives  a  defigned  turn  to  rhe  true  meaning  and 
fcope  of  the  original.    Nor  could  the  author, 
whofc  zeal  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  Irifli  lan- 
guage 
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gU^g^  engaged  him  to  undertake  the  compUing 
of  thatMToric,  have  ever  intended  tt  for  a  genuine 
ai)d  weU  grounded  hiftory  <^  Imtand,  much  lefs 
have  had  any  defign  to  Ittve  it  pubiiUhed  in  any 
other  language  than  the  native  tongue,  for  wbofe 
improvement  it  was  primcipally  calculated.    THia 
prefunaption  of  his  laudable  views  and  inftention 
with  regard  to  that  work,  muft  appear  very  natu- 
ral and  well  founded  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  mho  will 
but  imparDialiy  coafiMler,  that  a  perfon  of  Kear- 
ting's  chara&er  and  profeifion,  could  not  foe  M^ 
pedfaed  I0  have  had  any  other  view  or  meaning  ia 
interiarding  his   hiftory  with  fo  many  fabulous 
occurrencea  of  Pagan  fuperfiition  and  DruidiAi 
predtdtions,  as  well  as   with  various  romantic 
fiorits,  whtch  are  as  pkinly  inconfiftent  in  them* 
felves^  as  they  are  irfcconcileable  with  tihe  annals 
of  this  country,  but  to  areuTe  the  common  fort  of 
Iriib  reiaders,  and  give  them  at  the  fame  time  a 
taile  jand  emulation  for  the  improvement  of  their 
native  langu^. 

Before  I  have  done  with  the  ftory  of  Caltaghan 
of  Cafliel,  I  (hall  confefs,  I  am  ftrongly  of  opinion, 
that  his  romantic  ftory  has  been  raifed  upon  no 
other  foundation,  than  that  of  the  capture  which 
the  annals  both  of  Innisfallen  and  the  Chronicon 
Scolorum  mention  to  have  been  made  of  the  body 
cfGallaghan,  by  Mortogh  the  fonof  NialGItinduff^ 
in  thcyear  941,  when  this  prince  is  mentioned  to 
have  made  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  country  of 
Cafhel,  where  he  furprifcd  and  feizcd  Callaghan, 
whom  he  led  away  captive  and  delivered  up  into 
the  hands  of  Donogh  Mac  Flin  the  king  of 
Tara,  who,  as  the  Innisfallenfes  obferve,   foon 
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afterwards  gave  him  his  liberty  upon  (bme  con** 
ditions  which  are  not  explained  in  either  of  thofe 
.  annals.  Some  Momonian  Bard  or  Seancfay  at- 
tached to  Callaghan's  family,  having  bad  a  tradi- 
tionary knowledge  of  this  difgrace  of  that  king^ 
might  have  bethought  himfelf  of  giving  it  fndtt 
a  different  turn  and  kind  of  new  creation,  as  may 
nther  reflet  honour  upon  the  memory  of  an 
Eugenian  prince,  who  otherwife  had  given  proofs 
of  bis  military  courage,  though,  fometimes  upon 
unbecoming  expeditions,  of  which  we  have  oc- 
^fionally  cited  fome  examples  from  our  authentic 
annals.  To  finiih  this  abridged  extraA  of  Kin- 
nedy^s  hiflory,  we  have  only  to  obferve  that  ac- 
cording to  the  genealogical  records  of  the  Mac 
BrociUns,  hereditary  antiquaries  of  the  Dal-Caflian 
princes,  this  Kinnedy  had  ten  fons,  viz.  Lachtna^ 
Mahon,  Brien  fumamed  Borumha,  Eachiarnr 
Donchuan,  Anluan,  Marcan,  JEdh,  Cleircin,  and 
Domhnal;  of  thefe  fons  five  only  left  iflue^ 
which  were,  Mahon,  Brien,  Eichiarn,  Doncbuan^ 
and  Anluan ;  Kinnedy's  death  is  menticmed  by 
the  Chronicon  Scotorum  at  the  year  95 1 , 

L  A  C  H  T  N  A. 

Kinnedy  was  fucceeded  in  the  kingdon^  <A 
North-Munftcr,  by  his  fon  Lachtna,  and  reigned 
for  three  years,  according  to  the  Brodins,  both  in 
their  genealogical  records,  and  their  Reim- 
Riogra  or  Regal  Succeflion  of  the  Dal-Caffian 
princes ;  in  the  faid  records  it  is  mentioned  of  this 
\  Lachtna,  that  he  fought  a  battle  at  Magh-Duine 

againft  O  Floinn,  O  Kearny  Fionn,  and  O  Kearny 
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DuflF,  whom  he  left  dead  all  three  togcthdif  an  the 
field  of  battle.  And  the  fame  authors  remark, 
that  the  place  called  Grianan-Lachtna,  or  the 
palace  of  Lachtna's  in  Craigliath,  a  diftridt  of 
Thomond,  was  called  from  this  prince,  who  built 
the  faid  palace  towards  the  year  gg^.  The  cir- 
cumftance  of  Lachtna*s  immediate  fucceffion  after 
his  father,  fccms  to  prove  him  the  eldeft  of  Kin- 
nedy's  ten  fons. 

Before  I  begin  the  reign  of  Mahon  fon  of 
Kinnedy,  I  (hall  make  a  few  remarks  concerning 
the  exorbitant  number  of  king's  of  Munfter  of 
the  Eugenian  race,  which  the  antiquaries  of  that 
princely  family  have  fet  down  in  their  royal 
catabgue,  or  feriesof  regal  fucceffion  in  the  houfe 
of  Fiachra  Muilleathan,  from  his  time  to  that  of 
Fcargradh  the  fon  of  Ailgeanan,  who  has  been  the 
laftking  of  Munfter  of  that  family,  and  was  the 
immediate  predeceflbr  of  Mahon,  fon  of  Kinnedy, 
of  the  Dal-Caffian  race.  To  (hew  how  ill 
grounded  and  inconfiftent  thofe  antiquaries  have 
been  infwelling  their  regal  catalogue,  with  fo 
great  a  number  of  Eugenian  kings  of  Munfter 
reigning  fucceffively  or  at  different  times,  I  have 
only  to  remark, 

I.  That,  in  the  annals  of  Tighernach  and  the 
Chronicon  Scotorum  Cluanenfe,  of  both  which 
chronicles  I  have  old  and  authentic  copies, 
Gabhran  and  Amhalga  fons  of  Eanna  are  fet  down 
askings  of  Munfter  in  the  year  598,  and  confe- 
qucntly  coregnaiits,  or  reigning  at  the  fame  time 
in  different  parts  of  that  province ;  and  yet  the 
Eugenian  antiquaries  give  them  feparate  places 
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in  di^  \xBl  of  the  kings  of  Mualler,  as  if  they 
had  rc'^ned  feparately  and  at  difietent  limes. 
The  latter  of  thefe  two  princes  dying  in  the  year 
604,  left  the  kingdom  to  Fingbin,  fon  of  Asdh 
Duflf^  >8^ho  was  accordingly  pn^Jabnod  king  in  the 
fame  year ;  fo  that  there  are  no  niore  tteia  fix 
years  &om  the  tb^innmg  of  the  coinciding  reig^ 
of  the  above  brothers,  to  Finghin's  inauguration 
in  the  throne  of  Munften  But  the  Eogenian 
antiquaries  allow  (even  years  to  Amhalga,  and 
eleven  to  Gabhran  feparately  frotn  each  other, 
after  which  they  tnfert  ^no  lefs  than  five  Eugenian 
kings  in  their  catalogueis,  diftribudng  6?  years 
between  them,  from  the  reign  of  the  M 
Gabhran  fon  of  Eanna,  to  that  of  Finghin  fon  of 
Aodh  Duff  above  mentioned. 

n.  Accoiding  to  ihe  faid  chronicles,  this  fa^ 
Finghin,  fon  of  AocHi  DufF,  died  in  Ihe  year  619, 
and  they  alfo  mention  Aodh  Beannan  as  king  of 
Mnnfter  at  the  fame  time,  both  chronicles  agreeing 
that  he  died  in  the  fame  year  619.  And  yet  the 
Eugenian  antiquaries  give  them  feparate  reignsi 
and  place  C^hal  fon  of  Addh  Flannchathracb's 
reign  of  ten  years,  according  to  fome,  and  twenty, 
if  we  believe  others,  between  them  both,  and 
pre^fix  the  reign  of  the  faid  Aodh  Beannaa  to 
tfeat  of  Finghm  fon  of  Aodh  DufF. 

HI.  According  to  the  faid  annals  of  Tigher- 
nach,  and  the  Cbronicon  Scotorum  Cludncnfc, 
Fir^hin  fon  of  Cu-gan-Mathair,  became  king  of 
Munfter  in  the  year  678,  and  died  in  the  year 
696 ;  and  Congal  fon  of  Maoldun  is  exprefsly 
ftUcd  king  of  Munfter  in  the  fame  annals,  wbofe 

death 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ILLUSTRATED.  ^*i^ 

death  they  bbth  meritiori  at  the  year  690,  which 
is  fix  years  before  that  of  Fidngainc  or  Fingin, 
who  reigned  from  the  year  678.  This  is  a  plain 
demonftrdtibn^  that  thefe  two  princes  were  only 
(ibrcgnahts  and  kings  iii  j^art,  like  thofe  above 
mentioned;  and  notwithftanding  the  Eugenian 
Antiquaries  fet  them  down  in  their  lifts  as  kings 
of  all  Munfter,  reigning  fucceffively  one  after  the 
other. 

IV.  According  to  the  (kme  chronicles,  Cormac, 
fon  of  Dllil,  became  king  of  Munfter,  immedi- 
ately after  his  father,  in  the  year  700,  and  had  an 
tintiniely  end  in  quality  of  king  of  that  province, 
in  the  year  ^la.  The  faid  chronicles  alfo  men- 
tion Cormac  fon  of  Maonach,  as  king  of  Munfter 
at  the  fame  time,  and  refer  his  death  to  the. year 
if  1 1,  by  which  it  appears  he  was  coregnant  with 
fcormac  fon  of  Ollil,  reigning  for  fome  time 
in  a  feparate  part  of  that  province,  and  yet  both 
thcfc  princes  are  fet  down  as  kings  of  Munfter, 
!n  the  Eugcnian  lift  of  kings,  as  if  reigning  over 
the  whole  pfbvince  at  different  times. 

V.  According  to  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  from 
the  death  of  Cormac  Ton  of  Cuillinan,  at  the 
bloody  battle  of  Bealach-M^ghna  fought  in  the 
year  908,  to  the  death  of  CaHaghan  Gaftiel,  king 
of  Munfter  in  the  year  954,  it  is  plain  there  arc 
only  forty  fix  years,  whicb  were  filled  up  by 
Cormac*s  immediate  fucceffor  Lorcan^  the  father 
of  Kinnedy,  a  Dal-Caffian  prinye  who  died  in  the 
year  9 1 4,  and  was  fuccecded  by- Flaithbeaftach, 
the  fon  of  lonmhuinein  abbot  of  Innif-catha,  an 
Eugenian,  who  died  in  the  year  944 :  and  thirdly, 
by  CaHaghan  Caflicl,  who  fucceeded  faid  Flaith- 
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bhertach,  and  died  in  the  year  954.  Notwith* 
Handing  this  glaring  evidence  and  matter  of  fact, 
the  Eugenian  antiquaries  in  all  their  lifts  of  kings 
that  I  have  fcen,  do  infert  the  reigns  of  no  lefs 
than  thirteen  princes  of  the  Eugenian  line,  from 
the  death  of  Cormac  to  that  of  Callaghan  Cafbel, 
and  diftribute  amongft  them  a  fqries  of  165 
years. 

VI.  If  we  may  depend  upon  Keating's  account 
of  the  general  aiTembly  of  Dromceat,  in  the  time 
of  Aodh  Mac  Ainmireach,  king  of  Tara,  after 
the  middle  of  the  fixth  century,  and  I  am  the 
better  inclined  to  think  we  may,  as  I  find  thefaid 
aflcmbly  mentioned  in  my  copy  of  the  annals  of 
Innisfallen,  during  the  reign  of  the  faid  kingj 
it  affords  us  a  clear  notion  of  one  method  which 
has  been  obferved  by  the  Eugenian  antiquaries^ 
to  iTjcreafc  their  lift  of  the  kin^s  of  Munfter,  in 
the  line  of  Fiachra  Muilleathan.  Aniong  the 
kings  whom  Keating  mentions  as  members  rf 
that  affembly,  he  names  Maoldun  fon  of  Aodh 
Beannan,  as  king  of  Weft-Munfter ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  fets  down  Finghin  fon  of  Aodh  Duff, 
fon  of  Criomhthan,  as  king  of  all  Munfter  and 
^another  member  of  the  faid  aflcmbly.  Now  our 
good  antiquaries  of  the  Eugenian  party,  reckon 
both  the  one  and  the  other  of  thefe  two  princes 
as  kings  of  all  Munfter,  reigning  feparately  and 
jLt  diftant  times,  placing  two  kings  between  them 
both.  And  thus  without  doubt  they  have  done 
with  regard  to  many  others  of  that  family,  who 
were  only  petty  fovereigns  in  their  rcfpe^ive  parts 
of  the  province  of  Munfter. 
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I  (hall  finifh  thefe  remarks  with  obferving,  that, 
according  to  the  preceding  account  of  the  regal 
fuccelTion  of  the  Dal-Caflian  princes,  taken  from 
the  Munller  bock,  no  more  than  feventeen  of  tbat 
family  have  been  kings  of  Caihel  and  all  Munfter, 
from  Ollil  Olim's  time,  to  that  of  Brian  Boromb, 
beginning  with  Cormac  Cas,  tbe  (lock  of  this 
line,  and  ending  with  Mahon  the  elder  brother 
and  predecefibr  of  the  faid  Brian  i  yet  we  find, 
that  during  this  interval  of  time,  the  alternative 
of  fucceflion  between  the  pofterity  of  the  faid 
Cormac,  and  thofe  of  his  nephew  Fiachra  Muil* 
leathan  was  always  infifted  upon,  as  may  be  feeri 
not  only  in  the  Munfter  book,  but  alfo  in  Keating, 
efpecially  at  the  times  of  Criomhthan  Mac  Fioga 
and  Connal  Eachluath,  of  Cormac  M^c  Cuillinan 
and  Lorcan  Mac  Lachtna,   and  of   Callaghan 
CaQiel,  and  Kinnedy  the  fon  of  the  faid  Lorcan, 
And  what  is  particularly  remarkable  upon  thefc 
different  occafions,  we  find  it  was  the  Eugeniaa 
family  that  infifted  on  this  alternate  right  in  th^r 
own  favour.    Hence  I  think  it  might  very  ratio* 
nally  be  concluded,  that  there  were  as  many  kings. 
of  all  Munfler  of  the  Dal-Caffian  race  as  of  the 
Eugenian,  or  at  leaft  that  the  dtfparity  was  not 
very  great  ^  though  the  Munfter  book  reckons 
but  feventeen  during  the  above  interval:   but 
good  Dr.  Keating  in  his  account  of  the  reign  of 
Cormac  Mac  Cuillinan,  tells  us  very  cqnfidently 
that  no  lefs  than  forty-four  kings  of  this  laft  men- 
tioned family  reigned  in  Munfter,  from  the  time 
of  Aongus  fon  of  Nadfry  (he  (hould  have  faid 
from  Fiachra  MuiUeathan,  tojjgree  wi^h  the  lifts 
I  i  a  of 
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of  the  Eugenian  antiquaries)  to  the' time  of  Ma- 
hon,  fon  of  Kinnedy;  and  that  during  this  tinnc 
the  princes  of  the  Dal-Caffian  race  poffeffed  no 
more  lands  than  the  principality  of  Thomond,  or 
North- Munfter.  And  this  he  afTures  us  of,  after 
having  occafionally  informed  us  from  time  to 
time  in  the  preceding  part  of  his  hiftory,  that  fe- 
veral  princes  of  that  family  have  been  kings  of  all 
MuBfter  after  Cormac  Cas,  particularly  Connal 
Eachluatb,  Dioma  the  fon  of  Ronane,  and 
-  Lorcan  the  fon  of  Lachtna,  befides  Moghchorb, 
Fearchorb,  and  others. 

But  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  prefume  it  might 
juftly  be  concluded  from  the  preceding  remarks, 
that  the  lift  of  Eugenian  kings  may  very  reafon- 
ably  be  (hortened  at  leaft  by  near  a  third  part,  fo 
as  to  reduce  their  number  to  thirty  or  thirty-two 
real  kings  of  all  Munfter.    And  as  we  may  as 
reafonably  prefume  to  raife  the  number  of  Dal- 
Calfian  kings  of  that  whole  province  during  the 
faid  interval,  from  that  of  feventeen,  as  it  is  in 
the  Munfter  book,  to  at  leaft  twenty ;  fo  we  may 
conclude  upon  very  rational  grounds,  that  the 
wiiole  number  of  kings  of  all  Munfter  furniflied 
by^  both  families  conjundtivcly,  did  not  exceed  52 
dttring  the  faid  interval  of  time,  which  was  of 
about  700  years.   In  fuch  a  government  as  that  of 
the  old  Irifh,  wherein  maturity  of  age,  or  rather  fc- 
nlority,  was-  conflitutionally  required,  no  lefs  than 
feVen  kings  fhould  reafonably  he  allowed  for  every 
century  :  and  if  we  confider  that  thofe  kings  fre- 
quently came  to  an  untimely,  end  through  the 
machinations  of  thofe  who  afpirfed  to  become  their 
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fucceflbrs,  we  may  upon  a  coafiderablc  interval  of 
time  as  often  allow  eight  kings  to  one  century  as 
fcven  kings,  fp  as  to  compute  their  reigns,  one 
with  the  other,  to  be  of  between  12  and  15  years. 
And  as  this  computation  cannot  reafonably  be  ex- 
ceeded, fo  I  think  the  above  number  of  5a  kings 
furniflied  from  the  two  families,  is  the  higheft  ^hat 
can  be  allowed  to  fiU  the  fpace  of  700  years. 

As  the  Eugenian  tribes  were  always  more  nu* 
merous  in  Munfter  than  the  Dal-Caffians,  feveral 
of  whofe  branches  had  tranfplanted  thcmfclves  to 
,Lcinftcr,   as  above  explained,  fo  it  may  very 
naturally     have     happened,     that    they     were 
wronged  of  their  alternative  of  fucceffion  in  the 
throne  of  all  Munfter,  as  often  as  the  Eugenians 
found  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  them.     And  this  muft  have  happened 
the  more  frequently,  as  the  Dal-Caffians  were  al- 
nioft  perpetually    engaged   in  a  ^defenfive  war 
againft  the  Conalians,  ever  fince  their  renowned 
anccfior  Luig  Meann  had  conquered  that  peo- 
ple, and  annexed   to  his  kingdom  of   North- 
Munfter  all  that  country  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
Shannon,  which  was  afterwards  called  Thomund 
and  now  the  county  of  Clare ;  but  whatever  ir>- 
juftice  the  Dal-Caffians  may  have  futFered  with 
regard  to  their  right  of  alternate  fucceffion Mn 
^he  throne  of  all  Munfter,  during  the  interval 
above  mentioned,  it  will  appear  in  the  following 
part  of  this  hiftory,  that  they  afterwards  very 
glorioufly   repaired  their  loffes  by  ,  maintaining 
themfelves  in  conftaqt  poQeffion  of  the  fupremc 
power,  either  as  kings  of  all  Ireland,  or  of  Leath- 
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tnbgh,  confifting  of  Mutiftcr  and  licmfter,  or  of 
ioth  the  Momonian  provinces,  from  the  time  of 
the  above  Feargradh,  Who  died  in  the  year  966, 
to  the  Englifli  itivafion  in  the  ytkt  ii*j2.  Now 
we  are  to  refume  our  hiftbry,  tind  proceed  to  tfac 
wign  of  Mahon  the  fdn  of  Kinhedyi 

M  A  H  O  N. 

Mahon  fucceeded  his  brother  Lachtna,  in  the 
Jcii^om  of  North-Muhfter,  in  the  year  954 ;  and 
fucceeded  alfo  to  the  throne  of  South-Munftei 
after  the  death  of  Feargradh  fon  of  Ailgeanan, 
the  laft  king  of  Ca(hel  of  the  Eugenian  race, 
ii^ho  was  treacheroirfly  killed  by  Maolmuadh  Mac 
Broin,  chief  of  the  O'Mahonics  and  his  clan, 
mato  960,  as  iis  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  feries 
of  the  kings  of  Cifhcl  infcrted  in  the  Munfter 
book.    By  this  revolution  Mahon  became  folc 
king  of  the  two  provinces  of  Munfter,  and  fu- 
prqne  fovercign  of  all  Leathmodha  or  the  foulh- 
half  of  Ireland,  at  the  above  epoch  of  gSo^ 
And  as  his  death  is  referred  by  our  annals,  par- 
ticularly the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  and  the  annals 
of  Innrsfallcn,  to  the  year  976,   when  he  was 
murdered  iri  cold  blood  by  the  fame  Maolmuadh 
Mac  Broin  and  hiss  two  brothers,  to  whom  be  had 
been  treacherouifly  betrayed  by  Donovan  fon  of 
Cahti,  as  (hall  hereafter  be  fully  explained  j  it 
fieteffarily  follows,   that  Mahon's  whole  reign  as 
king  of  all  Munftcir  was  of  fixtcen  years ;  though 
Keating  and  the  Eugenian  antiquaries  allow  hirti 
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Mahon,   inheriting   the   martial  fpirit  of  his 
anceftor^  was  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  01 
his  reign  conftantly  waging  war  with  the  common 
enemy  the  Danes ;  againft  whom  he  fought  fevcn 
pitched  battles,    befides   numberiefs    &irmi(hes 
and  cafual  adions,  in  all  which  he  was  fignally 
vidorious,  according  to  the  Munfier  book.    But 
*  as  my  copy  of  that  valuable  monument  of  our 
antiquities  very  unhappily  finiflies  at  the  reign 
of  this  king,  with  regard  to  whofe  hiftory  it  plain* 
ly  appears  defedive,  and  quite  Ihort  of  the  primi- 
tive original,  no  particular  account  of  any  more 
than  two  of  the  (even  battles  previoufly  menti- 
oned in  general,  being  found  therein;   I   muft 
therefore  have  recourfe  to  otller  authorities,  for 
carrying  on  to  the  utmoft  of  my  informations  the 
ftory  of  this  great  prince,  whofe  end  was  as  unde- 
fervedly  ill-fated  and  tragical,  as  his  life  had  been 
fortunate  and  glorious.    The  particulars  I  find 
remaining  in  my  copy  of  the  Munfter  book,  ihbrt 
As  it  may  be  of  its  original  account  of  Mahon*t 
full  hiftory,  are  however  very  deferving  of  being 
recited  in  the  firft  place ;  and  the  more,  as  through 
the  lameiitable  lofs  of  the  monuments  of  Irifh  an- 
tiquity, nothing  fo  curious  and  farisfaftory  is  to  be 
found  elfewhere,   relative  to  the  anions  of  this 
[Magnanimous  king.     I  fhall  begin  with  my  expir* 
ing  author ^s  account  of  a  bloody  battle  that  was 
fought  and  gloripufly  won  by  Mahon,  againft  the 
'^'^g  of  Connaught,  for  which  he  found  himfelf 
uncter  the  neceffity  of  interrupting  his  engage- 
ments againft  the  common  enemy.    Our  Momo- 
^^n  hero^  having  received  fdrioe  provocations 

from 


Digitized 


by  Google 


488  THE  LAW  OF  TANISTJIT 

from  the  people  of  Connaiight  and  their  king 
Feargal  O  Ruark,  marched  at  the  head  of  his 
troops  into  the  heart  of  their  country,  refolved  to 
be  revenged  on  them  for  cruelly  taking  advantage 
of  his  hard  circumftances.  Feargal  and  his  peo- 
ple determined  to  oppofe  his  paffagc  over  the 
Targlin,  met  him  on  the  banks  of  that  river, 
where  after  a  very  brifl^  and  bloody  engagement, 
the  unfortunate  Connatian  king,  and  the  ren^ains 
of  his  officers  and  men,  were  drove  to  the  neccf- 
fity  of  throwing  themfelves  into  the  river  to  fwim 
over  for  faving  their  lives,  in  which  defperate 
attempt  many  of  them  met  in  the  waters  the  fate 
they  apprehended  from  the  vidtors  fword.  But 
Feargal,  though  he  favcd  his  life,  did  not  efcape 
without  the  additional  difgrace  of  having  left  his 
(hicjd  behind  him  in  the  poffeflion  of  Mahon,  who 
had  fairly  llripped  him  thereof  in  a  perfonal  ren- 
contre, during  the  heat  of  the  adtion.  This 
battle  was  fought  in  the  year  ^65, 

Thus  the  Munfter  book  5  wherein  it  is  added, 
that  Mahon  had  this  trophy  laid  up  in  his  palace 
as  a  monument  of  his  valour  and  vidtory ;  and 
that  one  or  other  of  his.  general  officers  during  his 
time,  and  afterwards  the  princes  of  his  family, 
glways  wore  Feargal's  (hield  on  days  of  battle, 
efpccially  whenever  they  fought  againft  the  peo- 
ple of  Connaught,  thereby  to  damp  their  fpirits 
with  fbame  and  confufion,  on  account  of  that  dif- 
grace. In  this  point  of  condud,  as  in  other 
various  maxims  of  the  antient  Irifh,  a  per- 
fedt  uniformity  of  manners  and  cuftoms  is  ob- 
fervable  between  them  and  the  old  Qermans,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  as  thofe  of  the  latter  are  defcribed  by  T^ 
citus,  who  (\n  his  treatife  de  Morib.  Qemanorum) 
takes  notice,  that  nothing  was  more  ignominious 
in  the  eyes  of  this  warlike  people,  than  a  com- 
batants having  left  his  (hield  behind  him  on  a 
day  of  battle  in  poffeffion  of  the  enemy.  But,  to 
return  to  this  glorious  vidtory  of  Mahon ;  wi  are 
to  obferve,  that  according  to  an  Irilh  poem  be- 
ginning with  the  words,  "  Caogad  Ardri^b  air 
**  dith  Ceadaibb,''  which  is  recorded  in  the  Mun- 
ftcr  book,  as  having  been  compofed  to  perpetu- 
ate the  memory  of  Mahon's  condudl  and  fuccefs 
on  that  occafion,  not  lefs  than  fifty  princes  or 
chiefs  of  clans  were  killed  in  this  battle. 

Now  as  to  Mahon's  wars  with  the  Danes,  the 
fame  Chronicle  informs  us  in  general,  that  he 
fought  fevcn  pitched  battles  againft  thefe  invaders, 
in  all  which  he  was  glorioufly  vidlorious ;   but  it 
defcends  to  no  particulars,  nor  names,  cither  of 
places  or  perfons,  but  with  regard  to  two  of  them  ; 
the  one  is  that  of  Sulchoid,  which  is  alfo  men- 
tioned in  fcveral  other  records  and  hiftorical  ac- 
counts of  Mahon's  life,  and  fought  in  the  year  968, 
according  to  the  Chronicon  Scotorum ;  concerning 
which,  my  copy  of  the  faid  book  of  Munfter  fets 
forth,  that  this  king  fought  it  againft  the  Danes 
of  Limerick,  under  the  command  of  Maoghnas 
or  Magnus,   their  chief  governor  or  king,  and 
thofe  of  Leinfter,  conduced  by  Carran,   who 
came  ^  auxiliaries  to  their  countrymen  of  Lime- 
rick/ and  that  thefe  two  chiefs,  with  many  of 
tfieir  fubaltern  officers,  and  three  thoufand  of 
their  men,  were  all  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Keating 
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Itiatmg  mentions  this,  or  perhiips  aiiothdr  diffi^- 
hnt  battle,  that  Was  fouj^t  and  won  by  Mahon 
at  the  fame  place  of  Sulchoidagainft  theDanesof 
Limerick^  commanded  by  Muitis,  or  MauricCi 
their  gbveirnor,  tod  afiitled  by  Totil  dnd  Ronanc, 
the  former  of  whom  is  flilcd  governor  of  Water- 
ford  by  the  EngKrti  tranllator  of  Iteating,  and  the 
latter  governor  of  Limerick  -,  which  titles  however 
t  do  not  6nd  attributAl  to  them  in  any  of  the 
Irifh  manufcripts  of  that  hiftory.  In  this  battle 
Iteating  informs  us,  that  thefe  three  commanders, 
with  two  others,  called  Bernard  and  Toroll,  loft 
their  lives  with  two  thoufand  of  their  countrymen, 
who  were  left  dead  on  the  fpot  (in  one  of  Keat- 
ing*s  manufcript  copies  I  find  the  number  of  the 
flain  amounting  to  feven  thoufand;)  land  that 
Mahoh,  and  his  brother  Brien,  with  their  vidlo- 
riousarmy,  purfued  the  reft  of  the  Danes  to  the 
city  of  Limerick,  wh^re  they  Haughtered  them 
both  in  the  flrcets  and  in  their  houfes  j  after  which 
they  plundered  and  burnt  the  town,  fet  fire  to 
the  gates,  demolifhed  the  walls,  and  entirely  dif- 
ihantledthatfortrefs.  The  number  of  the  flain 
might  therefore  very  poffibly  have  amounted  to 
leven  thoufand  both  at  Sulchoid  and  Limerick. 

My  old  anonymous  manufcript,  above-men- 
tioned, relates  all  thefe  circumftances  of  this  battle 
ot  Sulchoid,  regarding  Mahoii's  purfuit  of  the 
Danes  after  their  defeat  at  that  place  into  the 
jlreetis  of  Limerick,  the  flaughter  that  was  made 
ot  them  therein,  and  thp  plundering,  burning, 
and  difthantling  the  tpwn ;  but  it  premifes  one 
curious  circumftaiice  to  his  relation  of  that  battle 
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aiid  its  conrequences ;  wWch  re,  thkt  the  a&oh 
tegian  at  a  pbice  called  Cnamiichoill,  itoVi^  pW- 
nounced  KdawhtH,  between  Cafliel  and  Sulchoid, 
where  he  fays  that  the  day  before  the  deciiivfe 
battle  at  this  place,  IVorus,  a  Ddnifh  commander, 
appeared  with  a  ftrong  body  of  cavalry  to  recon- 
noitre Mahon*s  army,  and  that  he'^was  fuddenljr 
attacked  at  that  place  by  Brien,  furnamed  J8o- 
romh,  at  the  head  of  forne  fquadrbns  of  light- 
liorfe;  who,  after  a  brifk  engagement,  whereid 
motethJan  half  the  riuniber  of  the  Danilh  party 
was  left  dead  on  the  fpot,  routed  and  purfued  the 
reft  to  the  main  body  of  their  army,  then  en- 
camped at  Sulchoid  j  and  that  Mahon  fpeedily 
followed  at  the  head  of  all  his  Forces  to  the  laft 
mentioned  place,  where  the  decifive  adion  wa^ 
gloribufly  atchieved  by  him  and  his  faid  brother 
Brien,  as  above  detailed.  The  difference  of  cir- 
cumttances  between  this  battle  of  Sulchoid,  and 
that  which  is  accounted  for  in  the  Munfter  book^ 
makes  me  think  they  were  two  different  anions, 
though  happening  at  the  fame  place ;  and  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  be  of  this  opinion,  as  I  find  that 
Sulchoid  is  frequently  mentioned  in  fubfequent 
ages  and  wars,  even  as  far  down  as  the  laft  cam- 
paigns and  revolutions  that  happened  in  this  king- 
dom, as  a  noted  poft  for  the  encampment  of  ar- 
mies, being  fituated  in  a  plain,  which  is  guarded 
by  heights  on  both  fides,  within  om  day's 
march  of  Limerick,  and  in  the  diredt  road  from 
Dublin  to  that.town  by  the  way  of  Calhel.  With 
regard  to  the  other  battle,  which  the  Munfter 
book  particularizes,  as  having  been  fought  and 
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won  by  Mahon  asainft  the  Danes,  it  defcends  to 
no  other  detail  otits  circumftances,  than  ihat  the 
Danifli  forces  were  commanded  by  Ivar,  chief  of 
fuch  of  thofe  foreigners  as  were  ftill  in  and  about 
Limerick ;  which  plainly  (hews  that  this  a£lion 
was  another  quite  different  from  thar  which  is  de- 
fcribed  by  Keating. 

Of  the  other  battle  of  Mahon  againft  thefe  com- 
mon enemies,  as  particularized  in  the  Munftcr 
book,  there  is  no  further  explication  or  detail, 
than  that  he  fought  h  vidtorioufly  in  the  year  970 
againft  Ivar  commander  of  the  Danes  of  Lime- 
rick, aflifted  by  two  auxiliary  bodies  of  people, 
who  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  national  names  of 
Mairtinigh  and  Leathmannigh,  words  which  are 
pronounced  Martini  and  Leimanni.  Who  thefe 
two  different  people  were,  and  of  what  origin  is 
a  queftion  I  (hall  endeavour  to  clear  up  in  a  fhort 
diflcrtation  at  the  end  of  this  reign,  as  I  think  the 
Iri(h  hiftorical  antiquities  interefted  in  its  eclair- 
ciffement. 

Now  we  are  to  purfue  and  finilh  Mahon*s  hi- 
ftory  according  to  other  authorities.  In  my  copy 
of  the  annals  of  Innisfallen,  I  (ind  mention  made 
of  a  very  bloody  battle  that  was  fought  in  the 
year  972,  between  Mahon  and  Maolmuadh  Mac 
Brain  chief  of  the  O  Mahon*s,  aflifted  by  the 
Danes  of  Munfter.  In  the  year  975,  he  gained 
a  very  fignal  victory  over  the  Danes  of  Corke, 
Waterford,  Limerick,  and  all  Munfter,  accord- 
ing to  the  Chronicon  Scotorum.  The  above- 
named  Maolmuadh  Mac  Brain,  ance(lor  of  the 
OMahonys,  who  at  that  time  was  the  moft  pow- 
erful. 
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erful,  as  well  as  the  mod  refllefs  and  ambitious 
of  all  the  Eugenian  chiefs,  envious  of  Mahon*s 
glorious  actions  and  fucceffes  againft  the  common  ^ 
enemy,  fet  all  his  engines  to  work  in  order  to  take ' 
away  his  life,  and  thereby  force  his  way  to  the, 
throne  of  all  Munfter.    For  this  end  he  fent  pri- 
vate  meflages  to  allthe  principal  Danilh  com- 
manders of  the  province,  and   particularly  to 
Aralt,  fon  of  Ivarus,  whom  Mahon  had  flain  at 
the  battle  of  Sulchoid,  earneftJy  foliciting  them  to 
make  all  preparations  in  the  moft  private  and  ex- 
peditious manner^  and  join  himfelf  and  his  forces 
to  take  their  fulj  revenge  of  their  declared  and 
conftant  enemy  the  king  of  Munfter.    This  en- 
couragement was  fo  very  agreeable  to  the  Danes, 
that  they  loft  no  time  in  muttering  all  their  forces, 
and  joining  Maolmuadh,  whom  they  found  well 
prepared  at  the  head  of  a  flrong  body  of  Euge- 
nians  at  the  place  and  time  appointed  for  the  ge- 
neral rendezvous.     The  Chronicon  Scotorum  re- 
fers this  event  to  the  year  976.    Maolmuadh, . 
with  all  his  auxiliary  Danes,  marched  direftly 
and  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  to  furprize  the  king  of 
Munfter,  who  had  but  juft  time  enough  to  affem- 
ble  his  forces,  and  range  them  in  order  of  battle 
before  the  near  approach  of  the  enemies.     Both 
parties  were  juft  preparing  to  enter  upon  adlion, 
when  Columb  Ion  of  Ciaragain  the  biftiop  of 
Corke,  attended  by  fome  of  his  clergy,   unex- 
pectedly appeared  in  the  field  between  both  ar- 
mies, and  by  his  pious  interceifion  and  fupplica- 
tions  prevailed  with  the  king  of  Munfter  and  his 
enemies  to  fufpend  the  battle,  and  thereby  pre- 
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vent  the  efl&ifipn.  of  Chrifti$n  blood,  Throu^ 
the  mediation  of  this  venerable  preUte,  MahoQ 
and  Maolmuadh  agreed  to  difmife  their  refpec- 
five  forices,  aqd  nieet  in  a  private  and  amicable 
manner,  in  order  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  fricnd- 
Ibip  and  alliance,  on  a  day  appointed  at  theboufe 
of  Donovan  Mac  Cahil  (from  whqm  the  0  Dpdq- 
vans)  then  dynaft  of  Carbry- ApbWha,  now  qijlcd 
KJenry,  in  the  county  of  Limerick.  In  the  mean 
tone  the  ambitious  at^d  envious  Maolinuadh  ftill 
refblyed  to  execute  his  treacherous  and  bloody 
defign  againftM^hon,  engaged  Donovan  to  feizc 
the  perfon  of  this  prince,  foon  ^s  he  ftouW  ar- 
rrve  at  his  houfe,  a.njd  fend  him  away  updcr  a 
ftrong  guard  to  a  certain  place,  where  he  thcfaid 
Maoltn.uadb,  with  a  party  of  his  friends,  were 
to  wait  for  the  royal  captive  well  prepared  to  take 
away  his  life.  Relying  on  public  faith,  and  tic 
guarantee  of  fafety  given  by  the  bifhop  of  Cor^c^ 
Mahon,  efcprted  by  pply  twelve  of  his  uq\A^ 
rode  away  on  the  day  agreed  upon  towards,  Dp- 
novan*s  refidence,  where  he  no  fooncr  arrived, 
than  his  perfon  was.  cruelly  infultcd  and  fcjzcd  by 
that  bafe  traitor  hts  o^yn  fubjedt,  who  in  cpn- 
cert  with  Maolmuadh  had  prepared  a  ftrpng 
patty  of  rijffians  for  the  executipn  of  thi^  plot. 
The  bafe  Donovan  having  thus  fccured  hisking*s 
body,  loft  no  time  in  fending  him  away  well 
guarded  to  the  place  appointed  by  Maolmuadh^ 
vrhere.he  and  his  two  brdtbcrs,  Brian  and  TcigCf 
were  not  afhamed  to  adt  the  bloody  fcepie  of  put- 
ting theirdnnoGff9t  fbvcreign  to  deatb^  defcnccleft 
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|iav€  found  him. 

AU  Irifli  chronicles  CQention  the  bafe  treachery 
of  Donovan,  and  the  horrid  murder  committed  by 
Maolmuadh  \  the  former  (q  (hamefully  repugnant 
to  the  lawi  of  hofpitality,  facrcd  amongft  the  very 
favages  of  America  ^  and  the  latter  fo  very  (hoc)c* 
ing  to  nature  and  all  humane  fentiments.    They 
alfo  mention  that  Col.umb  Mac.  Ciaragain,  bifhop 
of  Corke,  had  guarantied  the  fafety  of  Mahon*a 
perfon,  and  that  he  pronounced  a  folemn  male- 
diction againft  Maolmuadh  and  his  brothers  for 
the  murder  of  Mahon.    But  the  other  circuqi- 
(lancea  regarding  the  cefTation  of  arms,  and  the 
friendly  n^eeting  appointed  at  Donovan's  houfe^ 
between  Mahon  and  Maolmuadh,  thro*  the  m.e« 
diation  and  under  the  guarantee  of  thefaid  bifhop^ 
I  have  found  very  rationally  laid  down  in  my  old 
anonymous  manufcript  a.boyc  cited,  from  which 
I  have  extracted  them.     As  to  the  place  where 
this  horrid  murder  was  committed,  I  find  the  de- 
fisnation  of  it  differently  fet  down  in  the  writings 
of  antiquaries.    In  my  copy  of  the  Innisfallenfes^ 
Btarna-Dearg^  now  RedCbair^  on  the  mountain^ 
which  was  then  called  Sliabh-Caoin,  but  now 
Stidbb'Riacb^  between  the  barony  of  Fermoy  gnd 
the  county  of  Limerick,  is  faid  to  be  the  pafs  on 
which  Maolmuadhand  his  brothers  waited  for  the 
royal  captive,  and  put  him  to  death.    But  as  this 
place  was  much  out  of  their  dire£t  road  from 
Donovan's  houfe  to  their  own  home  near  Bandon, 
I  rather  give  credit  to  another  defisnatipn,  which 
I  find  in  an  old  roUpr  ferie.sof  the  IcingaQf  Man- 
lier, 
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ftcr,  with  anaccount  of  the  years  of  their  reigns,  and 
manner  of  their  death ;  wherein  it  is  nnentioned  that 
Mahon  w^s  murdered  on  the  mountain  of  Muf- 
firy  ntHi  Macrooraip,  at  ^  place  called  Leadt- 
Mbagbtbambndy  of  the  grave  of  Mahon,  from 
his  name.  Thli  mountain  lies  in  the  direct  line 
between  the  places  whefe  Maolmuadh  ind  Dono- 
van had  their  refideilces. 

Keating  confidently  tells  us,  that  Eichiaruin, 
fon  of  Kinnedy,  was  king  of  Thomond,  when 
his  brother  Mahon  was  king  of  all  Munfier.  But 
it  is  irecorded  in  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  an 
authority  which  we  may  depend  upon,  that 
Eichiaruin  and  his  brother  Donnchuan  were  both 
killed  by  Congalach,  king  of  Tara,  in  Thomond, 
in  the  year  550,  juft  ten  years  before  the  be- 
ginning of  Mahon's  reign.  It  feems,  however, 
that  Eichiaruin  and  Donnchuan  were  elder  bro- 
thers of  Mahon,  and  it  is  poflible  the  former 
niight  have  been  king  of  Thomond  after  Lachtna. 
Whence  it  muft  follow,  that  Brien  Boromh,  whofc 
nativity  is  marked  do>yn  in  the  Chronicon  Scoto- 
rum at  the  end  of  the  year  924,  juft  25  years 
before  the  deatli  of  Eichiaruin,  and  Donnchuan, 
was  but  the  fifth  fon  of  Kinnedy,  fon  of  Lorcan. 
Mahon  left  iffue,  of  whofe  pofterity  the  moft 
fiourilhing  were  the  Mac  Eneirys,  who  enjoyed 
the  large  eftate  of  Caftle  Mac  Eneiry,  till  the 
time  of  Cromwell's  ufurpation  ;  and  whofe  chief 
^  was  in  former  times  the  principal  lord  of  thecoun- 
try  now  called  the  barony  of  Upper  ConnaHa,  in 
the  county  of  Limerick ^  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Englifti  planters,  when  the  earls  of  Defmond  had 
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poffeffion  of  moft  parts  of  that  county.  Before 
that  time  Mac  Enciry*s  principality  extended  froni 
ihc  river  Maig  to  Abbey-Fcil  on  the  bounds  ot 
Kerry.  The  O  Shyhans,  who  were  likcwifc  of 
Mahon's  pofterity,  enjoyed  very  confiderablc  pro- 
perties in  lower  Connall,  until  they  were  difpoffeff- 
ed  by  the  faid  Earls.  As  to  the  Mac  Eneiry'is 
1  find  in  Tighcrnach's  annals,  Kineth  Mac 
Eneiry  mentioned  as  king  of  Conallo,  at  the 
year  1029,  on  occafion  of  a  battle  fought  between 
him  ind  Doncha  O  Donegan  king  of  Orrery, 
wherein  both  were  killed  5  which  ftiews  the  early 
fcttlement  of  the  Mac  Enciry*s  in  that  country 
after  Mahon's  death. 

Having  thus  finifhed  my  account  of » the  life 
and  reign  of  Mahon,  I  am  now  to  make  good  my 
promifc  of  giving  fome  account  in  this  place,  of 
the  above  mentioned  Martini  and    Latbmami^ 
by  laying  down  my  opinion  tonceirning  what  kind 
of  people  they  were,  and  of  what  original.     As 
to  the  LJethmami^    the    inveftigation  of   then: 
origin  mull  be  the  more  difficult  talk,  as  I  find 
no  mentioti  of  them  in  any  other  monument  df 
Irifti  antiquities;    whercfcfre,  I  muft  neceffarily 
trace  them  out  by  the  fole  light  of  foreign  autho- 
rities.    But  with  regard  to  the  Martini  or  JWS»*- 
tinei^  I  am  fufficiently  warranted  by  hiftorical  letc- 
counts,  to  think  and  fay  without  hefitation,  that  ' 
they  were  a  tribe  of  the  ancient  Irifti  Belgium,  or 
Clanna-bolgj  (for  fo  Iri(h  antiquaries  have  always 
called  the  people  of  the  Belgian  colony)  as  may' 
be  feen  explained  at  large  in  Fl^herty*s  Ogygia, 
P»  175.    Where  the  Martineiy  the  Erm^  and  the 
-  K  k  ^  Mornei 
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Mornei  or  Morint^  &?r.  are  fct  down  as  different 
clans  of  that  ancient  people,  fome  belonging  to 
the  Damnonian  Belgians,  and  others  to  theGalle- 
nian  Belgians  of  Leinftcr. 

And  inafmuch  as  all  Iri(h  antiquaries  allow, 
that  thofe  Belgians  were  inhabitants  and  rulers 
of  Ireland,  not  only  long  before  thofe  they  caB 
the  Milefian  colony,  (whom  they  preceded  by 
Z1 8  years,  according  to  O'Flaherty 's  computation) 
but  alfo,  before  the  Tuatha  de  Danan,  whom  the 
faid  antiquaries  mention  as  the  immediate  poflef- 
fors  of  this  Ifland,  before  the  Scots  otherwife 
called  Milefians  j  it  follows  that  thofe  Marlim^ 
as  well  as  the  Ernei^  and  the  other  tribes  of  thofe 
Belgians  mentioned  in  Irifli  hiftory,  had  a  very 
good  right  to  maintain  their  ancient  poffeiEons, 
even  by  confederating  with  any  people  that  would 
help  to  protcft  them  againft  their  former  inva- 
ders of  the  Scottifli  colony.  All  hiftorians  agree  in 
afluring  us  that  thofe  Belgian  tribes  retained  the 
property  and  fovcreign  power  of  all  Connaught, 
and  uninterruptedly  furnifhcd  kings  to  that  pro- 
vince, till  the  time  of  Cairbre  Liflfeachair  fonof 
Cormac  Mac  Airt,  when  Aidius  the  fon  of  Gara- 
dius  was  king  of  Connaught,  and  the  laft  of  the 
Belgian  race,  towards  the  end  of  the  third 
century.  There  ftill  fubfift  in  the  city  of  Lime- 
tick  and  in  that  of  Galway,  fome  refpedtable  re- 
mains of  thofe  Belgian  Afor/w/,  I  mean  the  fami- 
ly, Who  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  Martin. 

With  regard  to  the  Lcath  mannicc  or  Leutnatir 
nif  I  have  no  other  conjedturc  or  opinion  to  offer 
the  reader  concerning  their  origin,  but  that  they 
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Were  in  all  appearance  the  people  of  that  central 
province  of  Livonia,  whofe  capital  is  Riga,  ftiled 
by  Cluvcrius    Urbs    totius    Livonia    notiliffimai 
and  which  province  by  the  inhabitants  is  called 
Letten,  and  Letta  by  the  Latin  Geographers,  vid. 
Cluver.  Introd.  Geogr.  1.  4.  c.  26.    The  author 
of  the  Munfter  book  calls  thofe  people  by   the 
name  of  Leath-mannicc,  with  the  fame  propriety 
of  fpeech  as  the  Irifh  writers  always  called  the 
Germans  Gear-mannicc,  and  the  Flemifti,  Flea- 
mannicc  or  Plejf-mannicc,   (^c.      The  learned 
Uflier,  (Sylog.  Epift.  Hib.  p.  121 .)  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  Oft-manni,  who  came  to  Ireland  under 
the  cundudk  of  three  brothers  called  Abhlavius, 
Sitricus,  and  Ibharus,  (A.  D.  853,  according  to 
our  annals,  followed  by  Waraeus  Antiq.  Hib. 
p.  106.)  were  all  Livonian ;  and  plainly  feema 
to  think  they  were  called  Oft-manni  as  being  the 
defcendants  of    the    OJliai  or  Oftioves  of   the 
Greeks,  who  were  the  Oftiioi  Tacitus  a^d  Pliny. 
In  this  opinion  I  fliould  not  however  be  ealily 
induced  to  join  that  great  antiquary. 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis  (Topogr.  Hib.  1.  3.  c.  43.) 
tells  us,  that  thofe  foreigaers  who  came  with  the 
threecommanders  above  named,  called  themfelvcs 
Oft-manni,  as  being  Eaftcrlings  or  people  come 
from  the  Eafti  They  might  indeed  have  been 
properly  fo  called  by  the  Irifh,  or  by  themfelves 
with  regard  to  Ireland,  in  reference  to  which 
Uvonia  is  fituate  to  the  Eaft,  or  rather  to  the 
North-Eaft.  But  if  that  people  call  them- 
felves Oft- mans  at  home  in  Livonia,  as  well  as  in 
Ireland  j  they  certainly  were  no  other  than  the 
K  k  2  inhabitants 
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hihiibitknts  of  the  province  of  Eften  6r  Aftontt, 
who  (b  diftnigaifhcd  thcmfelvcs  frohi  the  reft  of 
iYii  LTvohiaftib  by  the  name  of  that  particuliw 
country,  and  not  from  its  natural  fituation,  which 
Vhfey  cbtiid  not  have  cftcemcd  abfoiutely  or  pecu- 
liarly caflcrly,  as  they  could  not  be  ignorant,  that 
ther6  Were  other  natidns  of  mankind,  frtuale  be- 
tv/6tn  thcmftlves  and  the  rifihg  of  the  fun. 

That  thb  Oft-manni  or  rather  Eaft-manni,  who 
tfanfe  l!6  Ireland  lindcfr  the  cothmand  df  the  three 
officers  above  nanfcd,  were  really  Livohians,  as 
Ufller  has  judged,  is  an  opinion  which  I  think 
recieives  firong  confirmation  from  this  mention 
th^t  is  made  of  Latlh-mannicc,  a^  of  foreign 
j^ple  afibciated  with  the  reft  of  thoie  ftrangers 
"^ho  infefted  and  fettled  in  this  country  from  Afe 
litter  end  of  the  efghth  khd  during  the  ninth 
bentury ;  for  as  thofe  Lct-mami  plainly  fccm  to 
^  iht  ptople  bf  that  pahicular  province  of  U- 
^pnia,  which  is  caUed  Letten  and  Letta,  fo  the 
0ft-Tnanni  dr  Eift-manrti  appear  as  plainly  to  tic 
the  inhabitants  of  that  other  province  of  tbefeifte 
cbtinl!ry,  which  is  called  Eften  and  Eflia ;  and 
^di^hich,  it  is  naturd  to  think,  had  retained  the  g^ 
licrical  and  national  na:me  of  the  ancient  Ejluj 
defcribed  by  the  Rotnan  writers ;  in  a  Word,  thefe 
t<vo  opinions,  Ufher's  of  the  origin  of  the  Gft- 
tnanni  from  the  province  of  Eftonia,  and  mint 
bf  that  of  the  Ut-nuhm^  mentioned  in  the 
Munfter  book,  from  the  province  of  Lettcii, 
muttially  fupport  and  confirm  each  other,  ft  as 
t'b  tnake  it  the  moi'e  apparent,  that  both  people 
wefc  Livonians,  of  thefe  two  different  provinces 
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refpedliYcly .  And  if  ^e  ^dd  to  all  this,  thj^t  thpfc 
for^ign^r^  ynko  came  to  Ireland,  vvith  th^  th^^ 
brothers  and  cpmniander^  no^  ^tei^  i^entipn<p(|» 
and  were  fettled  by  them  in  the  cities  of  Dublip^ 
Waterfprd,  and  Limerick,  have  been  frequently 
called  by  the  name  of  Qaill,  by  Irifh  writers,  ev^r 
fince  t^eir  f^rft  landing  in  this  country  ;  thi$  d^* 
curol^ance,  joined  with  that  pf  the  ^  mamif 
being  found  mentioned  in  Iri(h  antiquities,  Q(:}t 
iQog  after  the  arrival  of  thofe  fame  foreigners, 
will  render  it  more  than  probable,  th^t  all  and 
every  one  of  the  different  provinoe^  of  Liyoi^ 
have  furnifticd  adventurers  to  the  qcpedition^for 
invading  Ireland,  in  the  ninth  century. 

For  as  the  Lct-manni,  and  Eft-manni,were  wry 
apparently  the  people  of  the  provinces  of  Lctta 
and  Eftia  refpe^ively :  fo  I  think  it  equally  ap- 
parent, that  thofe  whom  Irifh  writers  qtU  Gaill, 
were  the  people  of  Semigallia,  which  is  ^  thir^ 
province  of  Livonia,  bordering  on  Letta  toward^ 
the  South,  and  fuuate  juft  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Sinus  Livonicus.  And  here  it  is  particularly 
to  be  remarked,  that  before  the  arrival  of  thofe 
fame  foreigners,  writer^  have  never  diftinguith;;^ 
any  people  or  nation  by  the  name  of  Gaill;  for 
as  to  the  Gauls,  in  the  moft  ancient  writings,  the 
words  C^ilt  or  Geilt,  and  Ccilteach,  fignify  a 
Gaul  and  Ceilltiic  in  the  plural :  and  writer^  of  the 
middle  ages  have  ufjed  the  vvord  Galtach  to  fignify 
a  Gaul,  and  plurally  Galticc  the  people  of  Gaul ; 
but  the  wprds  Gall  in  the  fingular,  and  Gaill  in 
the  plural,  firll  ufed  to  fignify  fome  of  the  in- 
yad$r$  of  |bjs  niQth  century,  who  probably  were 
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the  people  of  Semigallia,  have  afterwards  been 
employed  by  ^Miters,  to  mean  all  forts  of 
foreign  invaders  promifcuoufly  and  in  general, 
whatever  nation  they  may  be  of.  So  that  the 
Anglo-'Saxons,  who  invaded  Ireland  after  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  Danifh  power,  have  always  been 
called  Gain  as  well  as  Safonicc,  by  Irifh  writers ; 
and  are  called  Clanna  Gall  by  the  common  people 
to  this  day. 

Befides  thefe  general  appellatives  of  Gaill  and 
Let'tnamicCj  the  Irifti  writers  made  ufe  of  the  word 
Damr^  which  in  right  orthography  is  rather  Dath 
fbit^  literally  meaning  viri  Dani^  to  fignify 
the  people  of  Denmark  in  particular.  And  this 
word  I  find  to  have  becrkof  later  ufe  than  any  of 
the  preceding ;  from  which  circumftance  it  may 
be  inferred  with  fome  appearance  of  truth,  that 
the  Danes  were  not  as  early  in  their  invafive  ex- 
peditions to  Ireland,  as  the  Livonians  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  right  hand  coafts  of  the  Baltic- 
fea :  for  which  I  (hall  by  and  bye  aflign  a  reafon, 
whereof  the  reader  is  to  judge  as  he  may  think 
proper ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  with  regard  to  the  northern  invaders 
of  the  ninth  century,  writers  moft  generally  and 
■commonly  call  them  all  promifcuoufly  and  Indif- 
ferently by  the  national  name  of  Locb-hnnacb  in 
the  lingular,  and  Loclhhmicc  in  the  plural; 
whether  they  were  Livonians,  Pruffians,  Pome- 
ranians, Saxons,  Frifians,  Danes,  Norwegians, 
Swedes,  or  any  other  people  of  lower  or  northern 
Germany  inhabiting  the  coaft  of  either  the  Baltic 
or  the  Gerinanic  fqa.    To  the  people  of  thofe 
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regions  alone  the  name  of  Locb-lanmcc  was  always 
afFcfted  by  Irifli  writers,  while  they  extended  that 
of  Gaill  to  all  forts  of  foreign  invaders,  whatever 
part  of  the  globe  they  came  from.  From  hence 
itfeems  evident,  that  this  word  Locb-Iannacb  ot 
Locb-lamiccj  has  been  originally  formed  upon  the 
name  they  firft  had  given,  or  traditionally  heard 
to  have  been  given  either  to  all  thofe  maritime 
coafts  of  the  Bahic  and  Germanic  feas  in  general, 
or  to  fomc  particular  country  adjacent  to  one  or 
other  of  the  faid  feas,  from  which  that  name  may 
have  been  extended  to  fignify  all  the  other  coun* 
tries  of  thofe  regions. 

As  to  Keating*s  and  Flaherty's  etymological, 
explication  of  the  word  Locb-hnnacb^  by  which, 
they  would  mean  powerful  atfea^  the  Irifti  of  the 
ninth  century  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  other 
nations  had  as  good  a  right  to  that  character  as 
any  of  the  Germanic  people  we  are  fpeaking  of, 
whom  they  confequently  would  not  have  diftin* 
guilhed  by  that  name.  The  whole  maritime 
force  of  the  feveral  Germanic  and  Schy  tho-Ger- 
manic  people  of  thofe  days  all  combined  together 
could  not  match  even  the  third  part  of  the  naval 
power  of  Charlemagne ;  of  whom  we  read,  that 
his  armaments  formed  one  continued  cordon  of 
Ihips  of  force,  ftationed  at  convenient  diftances, 
all  the  way  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber  to  the 
coafts  of  Denmark.  Mr.  Edward  Lhuyd,  in  his 
comparative  etymology,  (Archasol.  Brit.  p.  19. 
<?.  2.)  fets  down  Lycblynfiydb^  as  fignifying  a  Nor- 
wegian in  the  old  Britifti  or  Wel(h  language ; 
and  cpnfcquently  we  naay  prefume  that  they  gave 
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the  name  of  Lychlymi  to  the  country  of  Nor- 
way.    The  v/oT^I^clf'Iannacbj^  fomelimjei|^  indeed 
meant  a  Norwegian  with  the  old  Irifh,  hut  it  aUb 
fignified  a  Dane,  Swede,  Livoniap,  Pru0ian,&c. 
with  ail  th^  Irifli  writers,  as  well  as  a  Norwajmait 
"Vi/Tiatever.  original  rignifica,tion  the  pld  Welfli 
might  have  given  their  v^ordLychfyn^dhy  for  my 
part,  I  am  ftrongly  inclinedi  to  think,  thatLoch- 
lann  or  rather  Loch-land,  (for  the  Irifh  always 
ufed  nn  and  nd  indifFereotly  for  each  other,  eljpe- 
ciaily  at  the  latter-ei>d  of  >yords,  ^s  may  be  fccn 
in  old  parchments,  and  I  find  the  words  Loch- 
Jand  and  Loch-lainde  fet  down  in  my  old  copy  of 
the  Chronicon  Scotorum  as  frequently  as  Loch- 
lann)  that  Loch-land,  I  fay,  a  Celtic  word  which 
litterally  fignifies  a  land  of  lakes  or  a  watry  re- 
gion, was  a  name  which  our   remote  anceftors 
gave  cither  to  fome  particular  country  fituatcd  on 
the  Baltic,  from  which  it  might  have  extended 
itfelf  to  fignify  ajl  the  other  countries  pf  thofc 
|)arts ;  or  elfe,  that  they  originally  comprehended 
tinder  the  fame  name  all  the  country  furrounding 
that  fea,  as  well  as  thofe  of  lower  Germany  firu- 
ated  on  the  Germanic  fea.     And  this  would  feem 
the.  more  natural,  as  it  is  well   known,  that  all 
tjhofe  regions  are  more  abundantly  watered  with 
lakes  and  rivers,  than  apy   other  large  traft  of 
Ei^rope.    If  any  particular  country  00  thofc  that 
arc  fituated  on  the  Baltic  or  the  Germanic  fea, 
was  peculiarly,  called  Loch-land  by  the  anlient 
Iriffi^  it  may  very  probably  be  that  region  on  both 
fides  of  the  lower  Viftula,  wbjch  comprehends  the 
provinces  now   called   Pomerani^    and  Pruffia, 
\  which 
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which  ^cr^  t^  ijntient  fe^t^i  of  ^he  Gotjhs,  ii^d 
that  part  of  the  mUi^  which  by  thg  antie^ts  wwc 
diilinguifhed  by  th^  na^me  ^tri^  Helmpdjo^  a 
German  hiilorian  an4  geographer  of  the  twelfth 
century  tells  us,  that  thofe  countries,  and  more 
erpecially  Pruilia,  are  ^moll  inacceflOible  through 
the  grou  number  of  their  lakes  or  loughs,  and 
f'^'^ny  grounds ;  imccfijtpaludiitis^  nullum  inter  fe 
dminutn^i  volunt^  are  the  words  of  this  author, 
relative  to  the  Pruffians.  Cluverius^  a  native  of 
Dantzick,  gives  Ub  the  Came  notion  of  thofe  coun- 
tries, by  defcribing  them  in  thefe  words,  *  urr§  . 
'  pludibus  lacufntfque  creherritnis  pr^tpeMtd  atqui 
*  ifww,*  (Germ.  Antiq.  1.  3.  c.  48-)  words  whofe 
whole  meaning  ia  comprehended  in  one  Iberno* 
Celtic  yirord  Loch-lann,  or  Loch-land. 

But  what  I  think  very  much  to  our  purpofe  foy 
grounding  not  only  the  reality,  but  alfo  the  anti- 
quity of  this  name  I^och-land,  being  given  to 
thofe  right  coafts  of  the  Baltic,  which  comprc^ 
bended  Pomerania,  Pruilia  and  Livonia,  is  fur- 
ni(hed  by  Jornandes  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Goths^ 
writteti  about  the  middle  of  the  fixth  century  ; 
wherein,  according  to  Cluverius*s  explication,  that 
author*s  following  words,  pirvefiit  ad  terras  qua 
linguA  eorum  (Gothorum)  Ovin  vocabatttur^  muft 
be  underttood  of  the  countries  of  the  EM  of  Ta-^ 
citus  beyond  the  Viftula,  which  in  the  Gothic 
language,  were  called  by  the  names  of  Ouen  or 
Ouen-land,  as  Jornandes  tells  us  in  the  abovQ 
words  terra  oven.  Now  it  is  plain  to  every: 
Iriihman,  who  underftands  the  Ibcrno-Celtic  lan- 
guage^ that  Ouen-land  and  Loch-land,  fignify  the 
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very  fame  thing,  Abhuin  or  Obhuin,  which  is 
pronounced  as  Ouin,  fignifics  in  Iri(h  a  river: 
and  though  the  Irifli  word  Loch  or  Lach  in  its 
primitive  and  radical  meaning,  properly  fignifics 
a  lake  and  is  the  radix  of  the  Latin  lacus,  yet  wc 
find  it  very  frequently  ufed  by  Irilh  writers, 
to  fignify  a  river,  even  fo  as  to  make  it  fynony- 
mous  to  the  word  Obhuin  or  Ouin.  Cluverius 
obfervcs,  in  the  place  above  cited,  where  he  ex- 
plains the  words  of  Jornandes,  that  even  in  his 
time,  the  Saxons  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Ouven-land,  all  fuch  lands  as  abounded  with 
lakes  and  rivers. 

Whether  the  name  of  Loch-land  may  have 
been  peculiarly  given  in  primitive  times  lo  thofe 
countries,  which  are  fituated  on  the  right  or  fouth 
fide  of  the  Bahic,  for  the  reafons  now  explained ; 
or  whether  the  anticnt  Irilh  might  have  given  that 
name  in  general  to  all  the  countries  lying  round 
about  the  borders  of  that  fea,  which  may  pro- 
perly be  called  a  lake  or  lough,    being  almoft 
quite  (hut  up  within  land,  and  confcquently  may 
have  given  the  name  of  Loch- land    to  all  the 
countries  by  which  it  is  furrounded  ;  certain  how- 
ever it  is,  that  Irifli  writers  extended  that  name 
to  all  and  every  one  of  thofe  faid  countries,  whofe 
inhabitants  they  promifcuoufly  called  Loch-lanice, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  and  I  am  quite  of 
opinion,  that  this  name  was  known  in  Ireland 
before  the  arrival  of  the  invaders  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  centuries  ;  for  I  think  it  very  apparent,  and 
I  am  confident  I  may  upon  another  occafion  make 
it  appear  from   fuch  plain  reafon$,  as  may  in  a 
proper  fenfe  be  called  living  arguments,  that  fome 
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colonies  of  different  Germanic  people  have  been 
fettled  in  this  ifland,  before  itsconverfion  to 
Chriftianity,  whomuft  have  derived  their  rcfpec- 
tive  origins  from  thofe  different  nations  of  Ger- 
mans, whom  Tacitus,  Pliny,  and  others,  mention 
as  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which 
are  fituated  on  the  right  hand  coafts  of  the  Baltic, 
and  whoconfequently  could  not  have  been  ftran- 
gersto,th4  old  name  of  any  particular  country 
of  the  lame  fide  of  that  fea,  from  which  they  ori- 
ginally proceeded,  or  that  of  any  other  of  thofe. 
northern  coafts.  ^ 

Now  it  remains  to  be  obfcrved,  tl^at  thelnlh 
writers  divided  their  Locb-lannicc  of  the  ninth  cen- 
tury into  two  forts,  viz.  the  Fmn-hcb-lamicct  or 
white  Loch-landers,  and  the  Du-locb-lamkc,  or 
black  Loch-landeis,  whom  they  alfo  diftinguiftied 
by  the  name  of  Fionn-geinte,  or  white  Gentils, 
miDu-geinie,  black  Gentils  or  Pagans.    This 
dittinftion  of  our  Loch-landers  and  that  of  the 
Albanian  Pidts,  who  were  divided  by  the  Roman 
writers  into  Veauriones,  and  Ducaledones,  was 
cxaaiy  of  a  parallel  nature  and   fjgnification. 
Ducaledones  fignified  the  black  Caledonian  Pifts, 
and  Veauriones,  a  corruption  of  the  word  Vit-. 
guriones,  meant  the  white  Pifts  or  white  men  of 
the  fame  people  called  Pifts,  for  Vit  in  the  Gcr- 
mano-CeUic  fignifies  white,  and  Our,  from  which 
Guriones  <iras  formed  in  the  plural  by  the  Romans, 

is  the  Britilh  word  for  man.  Vid.  Archsol.  Brit. 
iavoceVir,  p.  iH-  The  Fionn-loch-landers 
were  alfocalled  Fmn-gaiil  by  Itito  writers  5  whence 
the  name  of  the  country  about  Dublin  which  is 
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ctUod  Fingall.  Here  the  reader  is  to  be  informed 
that  in  the  meaning  of  the  Irifli  language,  the 
ward  Fio9Ui  or  white  when  applied  to  man  or  w(h 
man,  has  reference  chiefly  to  the  h^  of  one's 
head  ;  fo  that  Fmnhafhl^mcc  fignifi^  the  Loch* 
Hndcd  people  with  the  fair  or  ilax-cok>ured  liair ; 
fuch  as  the  Rom^  writers  called  ft^^va  cafafia^ 
9nd  its  oppoiite  and  correlative  Du-lock-l^f 
fifpfied  theL40ch-landers  with  the  bUcK  or  daik 
coloured  hair.  Hence  I  fee  no  reafon,  that  nuty 
incline  me  to  the  opinion  of  modcxn  Iri(h  writers, 
who  think,  that  in  the  fcnfe  of  the  old  |ri(b,  the 
black  Loch-)anders  were  the  Danes,  and  the  white 
Juoch-lapders  the  Norwegians.  For  if  we  maj 
judge  of  the  fcati^rei?  and  hair  of  the  Dapes  of 
thofe  days  according  to  what  we  knpw  of  th^  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  Jplenmark,  who  in  general  tic 
lither  of  a  fair  than  ^.  bl^^  Pf  dark  conipiexipD) 
we  can  have  no  rcafpn  tp  jydge,  that  thofe  who 
inhabited  that  country  ia  the  ninth  f:?ntury>  could 
with  any  foundation  or  propriety  of  fpcedi  be 
diftinguiftied  frop)  their  neighbours  by  thengme 
of  Loch-landlers.  And  fis  to  the  Norwegians,  I 
fee  as  little  reafpn  to  think  they  could  have  a  bet- 
ter right  to  the  name  of  white  Loch-landcrs,  than 
their  neighbours  of  the  fame  climate,  particularly 
thcSuiones,  the  Gptae,  the  Hilluviones,  tbcScan- 
dii,  &c.  of  which  the  pcoplp  of  Swedeland  were 
then  cpmppfed.  Roderic  0*Flaherty,  Ogyg  P* 
303,  thinks  the  Finlandcrs  were  the  Fiopnrloch- 
landers  of  the  Jrilh  writers  j  and  derives  the  name 
pf  Finland  from  the  beauty  arid  fertility  of  its  foil, 
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inrapnmg  that  the  Word  Fm,  whieh  enters  fate 
therGFmjpofitioil  of  that  name^  is  the  fame  asxns 
Angb-Saxxsn  ^^prdjtne^  or  beautiful.  He  did 
not^  it  feemfe,  TcflcCt  that  Finland  is  fo  called 
from  its  anticnt  inhabitants  the  Femit\  whofe  de- 
fcription  by  TicitiUs  docs  not  give  us  the  leaft 
robm  to  think  they  had  any  particular  right  to  Be 
diftinguifhed  firota  then*  neighbours,  either  by 
the  whitdnefs  ck  beafuty  of  their  complexion^  or 
the  pleafantnefs  of  iheir  country. 

We  cannot  in  my  opinion  be  qualified  to  dfFer 
^en  fo  much  as  a  conjedture,  much  lefs  to  fpeak 
ddcifively  on  this  fubjedt,  with  any  (hewof  rea- 
foti  or  foundatiotiv   before  we  have  obferved  in 
thcfirft  ptece,  that  accordir^  to  the  !ri(h  ahnals, 
jarticd!la(rly  thofe  of  Innisfalien,  and  the  Qironi- 
con  Scotorum  of  Gluainmac-Noifs,  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  black  Loch-ianders  in  this  king- 
dom, was  in  the  year  851,  when  tlwy  arrival 
with  confidcraWe  forces  at  Dublin,  where  they  at- 
tadted  the  white  Loch-landers,  and  difpoflefied 
them  of  that  townand  its  neighbouring  territorite. 
And  though  the  whites  having  received  reinforce- 
raefttsfrom  their  own  country,  fought  the  bbcks 
next  yeiir  during  three  days  and  three  nights,  as 
the  Irifh  chronicles  inform  us,  yet  the  latter  were 
ftill  vtdors  and  kept  their  poffeffions,  contrary  to 
Sir  James  Ware*s  account  of  this  battle,  whomif- 
takingthe  fenfe'of  the  Irifti  language,  interprets 
the  words  that  defcribe  thatadion,  as  if  the  black 
Loch-landers  had  loft  the  viftory,  and  ^ere  ex- 
pcHed  in  their  turn.    But  in  two  years  after  this 
revolution  in  favour  of  thefe  new  invaders,  call- 
ed 
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cd  black  Loch*landers,  the  three  brothers  above^ 
mentioned,  ^ho  conduced  the  Q^^wtf^m/,  whom 
the  learned  Ulher  derives  from  Livonia,  anivcd 
in  Dublin,  difpoflefled  the  Uack  Loch-landers, 
and  fettled  themfelves  and  their  people  not  only 
in  that  city,  but  alfo  in  thofe  of  Waterford  and 
Limerick.  And  in  the  mean  time  Abhlavins, 
who  fettled  in  Dublin,  was  acknowledged  chief 
commander  or  king,  by  all  the  Loch-landers  of 
Ireland,  both  white  and  black.  . 

Now  that  thofe  new  invaders  and  conquerors  of 
the  black  Loch-landers,  were  of  the  people  call- 
ed white  Loch-landers,  as  well  as  thofe  that  had 
been  difpoflcfled  by  the  blacks  in  851,  appears,! 
think,  evident  enough  from  this  one  circumftance, 
that  the  name  of  Fingall  could  not  have  been  gi- 
ven to  the  country  about  Dublin,  which  ftill  r^ 
tains  that  name,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Abhlavius 
and  his  people,  and  while  it  was  pofleflfed  by  them 
and  their  pofterity,  who  continued  to  be  its  fov^ 
reign  pofleffors  till  Brien  Boromh*s  time.  For  as 
the  names  of  white  Loch-landers  and  black  Loch- 
landers  are  but  mere  comparatives  or  correlatives 
tp  each  other,  in  fuch  fort  that  ndther  of  ihcm 
could  have  exifted  without  the  co-exiftencc  of  the 
other  :  fo  neither  the  people  whom  writers  call 
white  Loch-landers  or  white  Gallions^  could  have 
been  fo  called  by  them  before  they  had  fecn  the 
oth^r  later  Loch-landers,  who  were  of  a  darker 
complexion,  nor  confequently  could  the  country 
which  had  been  pofreffed  by  the  firft  Locb-land- 
ers,  have  received  the  name  of  Fingall,  derived 
from  that  of  its  poffeflbrs  the  Fingaills,  or  white 
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Gallions,  before  it  came  into  the  hands  of  thd 
above  Abhlavius  and  his  people,  who  had  con- 
quered it  from  the  black  Loch- landers.  And  ve- 
ry .agreeably  to  this  argument,  I  find  after  a  drift 
and  minute  fearch  into  the  Irilh  annals,  that  from 
the  firft  appearance  of  thefe  northern  invaders  on 
thccoafts  in  the  year  795,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
black  Loch-landers  in  851,  writers  never  called 
any  of  thofe  foreigners  by  the  name  of  either  white 
Loch-landers  or  black  Loch-landers,  but  always 
by  either  of  thefe  three  names  fimply  and  with- 
out diftinftion,  viz.  Locb-lannigy  Gaill^  Gcinie  • 
names  which  they  ufed  promifcuoufly  for  each 
other. 

The  next  ftep  that  (hould,  I  think,  be  taken 
for  deriving  fome  light  upon  this  fubjed,  is  to 
look  into  foreign  hiftory,  and  after  taking  a  view 
of  the  date  of  affairs  in  Germany  about  the  time 
thofe  northern  pirates  began  to  infeft  the  coafts  of 
Ireland,  to  confider  which  of  the  different  people 
^ho  inhabited  the  northern  and  lower  parts  of  the 
German  continent,  and  the  countries  bordering 
on  the  Baltic  fea,  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed 
to  have  been  earlieft  in  feeling  the  neceffity  of 
quitting  their  native  feats  at  that  time,  and  feek- 
ipgrfeweftablifhments  intheBritifh  ifles  orelfe- 
^here.  In  this  review  of  theAate  of  Germany  in 
the  eighth  century,  the  mod  remarkable  objedt 
that  prefents  itfelf  is,  that  long  and  bloody  war 
which  was  carried  on  by  Charlemagne  againd  the 
Saxons  and  their  allies  for  the  fpace  of  30  years, 
from  the  year  77 1  to  80a,  when  this  conqueror 
entirely  finifhed  the  redudlion  and  difperfion  of 
that  warlike  nation.'     This  war  mud  naturally 
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hate  produced  arn6ng  the  Saxens  ^nd  their  alfiei 
and  netghboursi  changes  of  feats,  ethigratiom 
and  expeditions  into  diftant  countries,  fuch  cr- 
awly as  thofe  which  antient  biftory  fuffidchtly 
gives  ns  to  underftand  were  produced  by  the  wars 
ofDrufusand  Germanicus  on  the  bahksoftk 
Elbe,  and  in  thofe  ve^y  quarters  of  Germany 
which  made  the  theatre  of  Charlemagne's  wars 
with  the  Saxons. 

For  in  the  fame  manner  tbai  the  arms  o^  theft 
Roman  generals  caufed  fuch  preffures  and  com- 
motions of  the  northiern  Gerii^hs  of  thdfedaysa^ 
extended  all  the  way  to  the  Viftula  atid  the  coun- 
tries beyond  it,  fo  as  to  have  obliged  the  moil 
part  of  the  Vandalic  tribes,  particularly  the  Goths, 
fk&  to  pafs  that  river,  and  afterwards  quit  the 
country  they  call  O^en-landy,  how  PruffiSj  from 
whence  after  roving  through  Sami^tia,  and  the 
borders  of  the  Maeotic  lake,  they  paifed  into  Da- 
cia,  where  in  procefs  of  time  they  fettled  attdcr 
Marcus  Anrelius  about  the  year  161  ;  fo  infik* 
manner  the  expulfion  and  difperfion  of  the  Saxow 
and  their  auxiliaries  muft  have  caufed  facb  a 
preffure  and  exuberancy  of  inhabitants  in  t6ofe 
.  part^  to  which  they  had  the  eafieil  accefs,  asttiadi 
itabfolutely  rieccffary  for  fuch  hard  prcffedifid 
crowded  countries  to  difcharge  themfelvcs  upon 
their  next  neighbours  on  the  fame  continent,  or 
fend  off  their  redundant  numbers  by  feaintofoiti^ 
diftant  parts  of  the  world.  The  countries  i^ 
twcen  the  Elbe  and  the  Viftula,  and  thofe  b^ 
yond  this  latter  river,  afforded  a  larger  and  more 
inviting  fcope  of  ground  to  the  Saxons  and  their 
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neighbouring  auxiliaries  to  refuge  ihemfelves  in, 
than  the  narrow  peainfula  of  the  Cherfonefus 
Cimbricus,  or  Denmark  and  Jutland;  which 
other  wife  was  of  the  more  difficult  accefs  to  thpfe 
diftrcffed  firgitives,  as  it  was  governed  at  all  times 
by  powerful  kings,  and  thickly  inhabited  by  the 
braveft  of  all  the  Germanic  nations  the  Teutona 
and  the  Cimbrians.  Nor  was  it  either  prudent 
or  political  for  the  expelled  Saxons  to  attempt 
forcing  their  way  into  that  narrow  neck  of  land, 
out  of  which  they  might  naturally  forefee,  that 
they  (hould  be  obliged  fooner  or  later  to  pafs 
over  the  ftreights  of  Sunda,  and  fight  for  more 
difagreeable  habitations  amongft  the  Norwegiana 
and  Swedes,  people  of  as  ttubborn  and  as  brave 
a  fpirit  as  the  Cimbrians. 

From  thefe  confiderations  I  infer,  that  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  preflTurc  caufcd  by  the  wars 
of  Drufus  and  Germanicus  on  the  banks  of  the 
Elbe,  have  been  fooner  propagated,  and  more 
fcnfibly  felt  on  thofe  of  the  Viftula  and  beyond 
it,  than  in  the  Cherfonefus  Cimbricus,  as  appears 
from  ancient  hiljory,  particularly  that  of  thcdif- 
pcrfion  of  the  Vandalic  tribes  ^  fo  the  preflure;^ 
ariCmg  from  the  expulfiori  of  the  Germans  by' 
Charlemagne,  muft  for  the  fame  naturd  reafons^ 
have  fooner  dilated  and  propagated  themfelves. 
towards  the  fame  river  and  the  countries  to  thi 
Call  of  it,  ihan  to  any  other  part  of  the  Gcrmanit 
continent.  From  this  argument  I  conclude,  thaj'^ 
the  necellity  of  difcharging  th?  redundancy  caufed^ 
by  the  difperfion  of  the  Saxons,  may  reafonably ' 
be  fuppofcd  to  have  been  begun  in  the  countries 
L  1  no^^ 
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now  called  Pomerania  and  Pruflia,  the  latter  of 
whjch,  as  I  have  already  repeated,  was  called 
Oven-land^  the  farpe  as  Loch-land  in  the  time  of 
Jprn^ndes,  and  his  Goths,  accordii^  to  Chiverius^ 
tpd  that  thp  naval  expeditions  which  were  pre- 
pared for  that  difcharge  might  have  fee  out  from 
the  fear  ports  of  thefe  countries,  fuchas  Dantzidc, 
Colberg,  Koninglberg,  &c. 

And  that  the  people  who  were  font  off  on  fudi 
of  thofe  expeditions  as  have  been  made  to  Irc- 
tend.y  were  compofed  of  Saxons,  as  well  as  of  the 
natives  of  the  countries  from  whichthey  fctout, 
appears,  I  think,  from  this  circumftance,  that  in 
the  year  837,  when  thofe  foreigners  made  thefirft 
fettlemcnt  in  this  iflaiKl,  (for  before  that  epoch 
they  were  only  infcftingand  plundering  our  coafo 
froqfi  their,  firft  appearance  in  795)  by  taking  and 
poffeflir^thcmfclvesof  Dublin,  the  annals  of  In- 
nisfallen  and  thofe  of  Clonmacnoifs  called  Chro- 
nicon  Scotorum,  mention  one  Saxolb  comroander 
cf  thofe  fame  foreigners,  who  then  took  this  city, 
as  having  loft  bis  |ife  at  that  enterprise.  Thefe 
firft  adventurefs  continued  in  pofleffion  of  Dublin 
arid  its  environ  fron  the  above  y^ear  857  to  851, 
when  they  were  cjifpoflefled  by  thofe  whom  our 
ajip^ftprs  ca]led  black  Loch-landers  or  black 
dentils,.  Comparatively  with  the  former  Loch- 
l4pclcrs,  who  in  all  appearance  from  the  rcafons 
at^Qve^m^tioned^,  weret.  moftly  compofed  of  tte 

S:oj)ie.of   Pomcra^i,!  .W  Prqflia,  of  whom 
^cJl^o|4us  Wu'ujs^.ihat  they  were  of  a  faif 
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The  Dtotskters,  Pomeranktis  and  MtcKira^  * 
burghefs  of  the  eighth  century,  (for  I  would  libt 
exclude  the  latter  from  havii^  taken  part  in  the 
above  expeditions,  as  they  could  not  have  bftn: 
lefs  urged  by  the  fdme  neceffities',  and  the  poirt^ 
of  Lubeck,  Wifmar  and  Roftodc,  vt^  cottve- 
nicnt  to  theto)  for  the  gfeatcr  parts  wefc  the 
ckfcetidant^of  the  Vandaiic  tribes;  whofe  feats  iif 
the  time  of  Tadtus,  who  lived  under  VtCi^fkit^ 
extended  froto  the  confines  of  Holftein  to  the 
Viftula.    Procopius  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Vahda-^ 
lie  war,  (Lib.  i.  cap.  i.)  defcribiilg  the diflferanF 
tribei  of   the  Vandali  with  whom  hd  wa^  afc-^' 
quaiDted,  remarks  that  they  were  all  wMteflcmricd^ 
with  fair  of  flax  colburcd  hair,  cutis  omniBUs  can^ 
Sda,  fldm  cajdrm^  &c.     And  dife  i^'  thi  ^^^f 
comjdcj^ion  wWch  the  IriUi  have  al^^ay^  dilfeni' 
gtiiftied  by   the  ^6x^  Fmn\    The  (jottdik^  of* 
Gothi  w^e  only  one  parrtoular  tribe  of  the  Van-' 
Ailii,  and  their  babitaticjiflsirtthetiittd  of  TacituiJ' 
>vere  on  thte  banks  of  the  lov^er  Viflula  in  the' 
country  where  Dantzick  is  iio^  fituated.     Now  it 
is  remarkable,  that  in  fevejral  piacfes  6f  TJghSiv'-- 
ftach  and  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  I  find  thcf* 
Gottaicc  (Mr  Goths  mentioned  jfmcJtig'  our  northern 
invaders:  aod  it  feertis  they  were  of  highd^ffinOir 
tion  amongft  tbofc  foreigners,  inafitiuch  as  theii:' 
names  were  tacked  as  a  (urnartie  to  that  of  fevefal  * 
^f  our  Irifti  princes  in  ttiofe  days.    Maslruan* 
Got  0  Maelfeacblin  was  .the  name  of  the  prr-* 
fumptive  fucceffor  to  the  throne  of  Tara  in  thd' 
year  977,  vid.  Tighernach  and  Ghronkon  S00-, 
^orum,  Maelfeacblin  Got  feng  6f  JMeath  iis  men-- 
L  1  2  '  tioned 
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ticmed  in  both  the  faid  annals  at  the  year  10^5. 
Giolla  Got  O  Ciarda  king  of  Carbury  in  Ulfter, 
19  fo  ntnaed  in  Tighernach's  continitttor,  4xm 
1155.  ^^  Donal  Got  Mac  Carthy  was  prince 
of  Carbury  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  fo  named 
in  the  annuls  of  Innisfallen  at  the  year  1252. 

From  all  this  I  conclude,  that  the  firft  northern 
ir^vaders  of  Ireland,  who  were  called  Fionn-loch- 
lanning,  and  had  fettled  at  and  about  Dublin 
before  the  arrival  of  the  black  Loch- landers,  were 
either  Pomeranians,  Mecklinburghers  or  Pruffians, 
^  or  perhaps  an  aflfociated  body  of  thofe  different 
people  collected  and  probably  commanded  by 
fome  Saxon  fugitives  after  their  difpcrfion  by 
Charlemagne.  And  as  to  the  fecond  colony  of 
white  Loch*landers,  who  under  the  conduft  of 
Abhlavius,  Sitiicus  and  Ibharus,  drfpoffcffed  the 
black  Loch-landers,  I  would  be  inclined  to  think 
them  only  a  fecond  expedition  and  difcharge  of 
inhabitants  from  the  faid  countries,  but  that  I 
find  in  the  Munfler  book  the  name  of  Letmmcc, 
given  to  thofe  foreigners,  who  were  fetded  in 
limerick  by  Ibharus,  one  of  the  three  above- 
named  commanders  of  the  fecoiKl  expedition  of 
vvhite  Loch-landers :  and  this  is  what  chiefly  bends 
roe  to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Uflicr,  who 
thinks  that  thofe  who  were  conduced  by  the 
ftid.  three  commatKlers  came  from  Livonia,  and 
were  therefore  called  OJi-manni  or Eajl-mtmh) 
the  Saxon  writers.  For  as  to  the  Irifh  it  appears, 
that  they  never  gave  that  name  ta  any  of  thofe 
foreigners,  as  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Irifh 
chronicles.  The  I  e^manni  and  other  Livonians 
'.     .  may 
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may  be  properly  called  Fioftn-loch-Unnig  or 
while  Loch-landers,  as  their  complexion  could 
not  be  fenfibly  different  from  that  of  the  Pruf- 
fians,  who  were  of  the  fame  Eftian  nation,  with  a 
ftrong  mixture  of  the  Goths  remaining  amongft 
them  firice  they  paffed  the  Viftula  in  iSonfequencc 
of  the  wars  of  Drufus  and  GermanicusJ  And 
it  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  expedition  conducted 
by  the  three  often  named  brothers,  might  have 
been  compofed  of  Pruffians  and  fugitive  Saxona 
as  well  as  of  Lct-manni  or  Letiahs ;  inafmuch  as 
the  preffure  and  redundancy  of  inhabitants  prb- 
pagated  to  Pruffia  by  the  difperfion  of  the  Saxon 
nation  and  their  auxiliaries,  might  very  naturally 
have  obliged  the  people  of  thait  country  to  dif- 
charge  themfelves  towards  Livonia,  were  it  for 
no  other  reafon  or  view,  than  to  find  fo  conve- 
nient a  port  as  Riga  for  their  intended  expedi- 
tion. ^ 

This  is  all  I  have  to  foy  of  the  white  Loch- 
landers.  And  now  the  queftion  is,  who  the 
black  Gentils  were?  What  part  of  lower  or 
northern  Germany  they  were  from  ?  And  what 
neceffity  urged  them  at  that  time  to  quit  their 
native  country  ?  This,  I  muft  acknowledge  is 
^queftion,  wjbich  I  fee  little  or  no  light  to  folve, 
or  even  to  fpcak  to  in  any  fatisfaitory  manner; 
my  only  conjefturc  about  them  is  that  they  may 
be  a  body  of  Frifians  with  a  mixture  of  the  dif- 
perfcd  Saxons.  We  read  in^^Charlemagne^s 
hiftory  that  in  the  year  795,  he  tra^pfplanted  great 
numbers  of  the  Saxons  ihto  dYffekrtt  parts  of  hi^ 
dominions,  fuch  as  Frifcfend,  l^'landers,  Smtzlr- 

land. 
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the  Fa^^qp-wieng  J*pfc  forVigOfifis  whp  inyaied 

.Extend  «p4  tpok  XprJ^(, /WPS67,    .ThcFrifi«is 

SUhpfe  (^tP  iB:GtarJwi?gn.^'s|iroj8  wfJ(P  near  the 

tivf^  ^WJ  gfid  thgi  '^gjdf r-^,  iri  ihf  country 

.  rtf  y  iWWr^ly  *9re  /rf  a  ^rfe  cQpipteidon  or  not, 

ilWghf  haye  rpc^v^.^  drong  .i»«wrt5  of  Gaulilh 

j.^  Ef|9??ch  blood ,  ^nd  f<paturw,  fiw^  their  firft 

:^:f(!;Ule|iient  in  tbe  ndgtt^prhoQd  of  G^ul;  ^ 

^ibr  t^t  rsafon  might  prpperly  ©npugh  be  *ftifl- 

-»¥Cb?d  in  Irftl^d  by. the  fi4mc  of  blidcLocb- 

r^ip^s  pr  J)}ftqJ^  g;?mikfi,  fropsi.tb*  vrbite^m- 

pjcxioncd  peoj^c  ^bo.y^  defcribrd, :  and  that  moft 

.pf  tl^ciji  ^^r*  :rffftlly  Gpntil^s  pr.  PiS^gtiQS  in  the 

-jripje  gf  Cha£}fijp?gp%L tp  the  ipiddk.pf  the  niath 

.Cfptyry,  r^^  ^jtipftably  bie  cprM:lvd^  frpm  their 

►  l*^?g  Wfflf'^fWl  ^t..  goRifftfliu^  fifft  ^rdiWbop 

of  Mcntz,  and  afterwards  biftiop  of  Utrecht, 

fiftfjc  the  rpid^  pf  thp  eighth  ,«9tury.  By  what 

.  I  b^yc  now  l^id  ^owp  ifi  this  difcv<(SjQfO  concerning 

i^e  wlyitc  I^o^h-landeff -and  hbjck  Lach^laute 

.fifnong  eith«-  of   wjiofn  I  b^Vie  npl  mentipncd 

or.  CQcnprebended  tji?  ^a^e$  pr  Norwegians, ' 

would  not  be  up^etftpqd  t(s  if  i  meant  that  none 

of  tjicfe  people  c^f  tp  Irelf  ijd  during  (be  ninth 

?nd  tenth  j^nt,uries;  J  a^  Hither  pf  ppieioo, 

tb^t  focpc  Dapes  ^nd  ^Ip^v^regklnscafiaeJlnd  ftttW 

fyiTc^  efpecmlly  towards  tb?  efl4  of  the  tenth 

century,  about  the  fiipg^  that  Swcin  king  of  Pen- 

rn^rk,    and    OJavc   king   of  Norway  m^^ 

England.    W?  find  }p  tbe  ¥^unt  of  the  battle 

pfClootarf,  ifV-P.   1^914,  thifPlwir  Pf  Df»nes 

mentioned 
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quaere,  Whether  t 

mentioned  by  2o2 

inhaibitants  of  Gai 

the  empire  in  tlic  i 

not  be  origin^ljy 

nia.     Zoijiniuj^  fpi 

cms    who  ufurped 

that  he  was  by  or 

bred  among  the  1 

originem  gemris  ab 

h(etos  ^ii^  CaUica 

.Now,  thattboic  ] 

were  indifferently 

not  originally  Gau 

Scytho- Germanic 

a  paflage  of  ^orng 

fercnt  barbarian  auxiliaries  .of  the  Germanic  and 

Scythian  nations,  who  aflifted  Aetiusat  the  tpattje 

he  fought  againft  A   " 

mentions  the  Laetiani 

in  the  following  wgrds 

•  res  Franci,  Sarmats 

/  Saxones,  Riparioli,  { 

'  *  manic^  n^tjojies..* 

.  menius  in  his  p.anegyi 

fecmsjapparcnt^  that  t 

.  the  fcrvic^  of  the  emp 

before  the  time  of 

who  begaf}  tp  n ign  i 
the  foUqwkjgj  .)vorda 
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►•*  ;  .    .  ■  ^t    . 

Lseti^ns  had  been  expelled  the  empire  before 
WTaximian's  time, ,  and  that  this  emperor  recalled 
arid  employed  them  and  the  Franks,  ip  cultivating 
_the  wafte  lands  of  the  Nervii  and  Treveri  in 
"Graul:  *  fie  ut  poftea  tuoki  Maximiane  Augufte, 
~*  hutu  Nervorum  *et  Treverorum  arva  Jacentia 
.*  Laetus  poftlirninro  rertitiitus,  etf  rancus  in  leges 
*  receptus,  excqluit  &c.'    It  alfo  feems  to  appear 
from  the  Notitia  Imperii,  which  was  drawn  up  in 
the  reign  of  Horiorius,  that  thefe  Laetlans  were 
the  firft  barbariaii  mercenaries  that  had  been  em- 
pJoyed  in  the  Trnperjal  fervice.     For  in  the  fame 
'  maimer  as  thenartid  of  the  particuliar  people  and 
^  trbbjis  called  Hiiffars,  is  given  in  otir  days  to  all 
fuch  military'  corps  of  the  different  nations  of 
feiji-opc,  as  are  armqd  Jind  mouiited  in  the  fame 
manner"  and  deftrneii  for  the  fame  kit^d  of  fervicc 
^as  ihc  firft  Huffars  thiat  appeared  in  the  armies  of 
^Eiiroffi} ;  fo  we  find  in  the  Nbtitia  Iroperii  the 
^iiijme  of  the  I/^// tacked  a$  a  nfjilitary  furname 
^to  the  barbarian  niercenaries  of  different  nations. 
'Thus  we  read  iri  that  valuable  monument  of  Ro- 
man antiquity,  publifhed  by  Sirmondus,  *  Prse- 
■  ■  ff^us    Laet prarii    Teutopicorum,  —  Prafeflus 
''^  tsetorum   Battavorum,  • —  Prasfe^Jlus  l^setorum 
**  Gentilium    iSuevoium,  —  Praefeftus    Lsetorura 
'*  Francorurp/ fee.      ' 
*   /This  Icipd  of  military  langiiage  of  the  Roman 
arnii^s  paffed  into  ufe  even  with  regard  to  the 
military  benefices  that  were  alTigned  to  thofe  dif- 
ferent barbanar^  mercenaries  •  for  we  find  in  ^^ 
edift  of  the  Emperor  Honorius,  that  thofe  bcn^ 
fices,  whatever  tiation  their  poffeffors  may  be  of, 
'  were  all  called'  Ter'ne  Lfliae,     This  appears  from 
the  p^reamblct  of  ^hat^tdiift,    which  runs  thus, 
■  quia 
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<  qui^  ex  midtis  gcntibus  fequcntcs  foelicitatcm 

*  Romani  Imperii,  fe  ad  imperium  noftrum  con- 
'  tuJeriipt,  quibus  tcrrseJLaeticfie  adminiftrandae 

•  funf,  &c/    Codex  Theod.  lib.  13.  tit.  4.  leg. 
9.    A  modern  French  critic  has  criticized  awsfy 
from  all  cxiftence  iff  quality  of  a  pieopleor  nation, 
thofeLseti  or  Lsetiani  of  the  Roman  Writers,  and 
thinks  thefe  words  to  be  only  attributives  or  ad- 
jeAives  to  fignify  the  beneficed  conditions  of  the 
barbarian  mercenaries :  without  regardir^  the  au- 
thority of  Zozimus,  who  calls  the' £^// a  real  na- 
tion Kving  among  the  Gauls,  nor  that  of  Joman- 
dcs,  who  mentions  them  amongft  the  different 
Germanic  people  who  were  auxiliaries  to  Aetius 
againft  Attila  5  thia  he  alledges  as  his  chief  reafon, 
that  no  author  mentions  either  the  country  of  their 
origin,  before  they  came  to  Gaul,  or  that  where- 
in they  were  fettled  in  this  part  of  the  empire  af- 
ter engaging  in  the   Imperial  fervice.    It  feems  . 
this  writer  forgot,  that  there  is'  fuch  a  country  as 
Lena  or  Letia  in  Livonia,  which  was  pofleffed  by 
the  M^\\  of  Tacitus,  and  whereof  he  might' have 
read  in  Cluverius  as  well  as  in  the  learned  Ufher  . 
and  if  he  had  known  any  thing  of  Irifli  antiqui- 
ties, he  would  have  found  that  the  ahtiept  nanie 
of  Low-Brittany  before  the  Brittons  fettled  in  it, 
was  Letba  or  Armoric-Letba^  vid.  Cojgan.   Trias 
Thaumat.  p.  4.  col.  z.  p^rag.  2,  ^ndp.  $.  col,  2. 
P^fag-  3-     "^  the  hfe  of  Gildas  Badonlcus,  the 
fame  country  is  called  Lethanjaj   and  in  fome 
manufcript  copies  Lethcmia.      In  the  life  of  St. 
Mac  Ciovius  the  patron  of  St.  Malo,  which  de- 
rives its  new  name  from  that  faint,  ,we  find  that 
the  old  name  of  that  town  was  A-lethfa^  which  in 

the^ 
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the  Celto-Ibernian  language  Signifies  vadum^kvL 
partus  Jjitborum.  Vid.  War.  dc  Scrip.  Hib.  part 
2.  c.  i.n.  8.  The  Welch  glw^ys  called  Low- 
Brittany  by  the  name  oihfd^pt^  ox  Lidan^  as  they 
ftill  dp,  deriving  it  from  Z^tba^  or  l^tbavfa 
Thus  it  is,  that  the  antierit  names  of  countries 
drc  often  better  prefervc^  by  foreigners  than  by 
their  own  inhabitants. 

BR  I  EN    B  O  R  O  M  H. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  reign  of  this  gr^t  and 
viftorious  prihce  according  as  Ms -anions  iirc  jt- 
corded  in  ihe  Irilh  annals,  I  fball  relaliiWvlmee- 
dote  of  his  life  before  he  canae  td  the  iKr6fte  of 
Munfter,  fuch  as  I  find  it  explained  in  my  old 
anonimous  manufcript  with  regard  tohnnandhis 
brother  Mahon.  It  imports  that  Brien,  when  a 
young  man  at  his  faid  brother's  court,  impatient 
ofinadtion  while  he  few  all  parts  of  the  country 
over-run  and  fpoiled  by  the  Danes,  conceived  the 
defign  of  carrying  on  a  kind  of  a  parttfan  war 
againft  thefe  foreigners.  For  this  end  he  formed 
a  fmail  corps  of  only  one  hundred  brave  young  no- 
blemen, attended  by  therr'  domcllicks,  at  the 
head  of  which  he  always  ported  himfelf  at  pro- 
per paiTes  and  defiles  to  furprife  and  take  ^11  ad- 
vantages of  thofe  cruel  enemies,  both  at  their 
plundering  cxcurfions,  and  in  their  marches  and 
counter-matches  from  one  port  to  another.  Dur- 
ing thi§  little  mountain  war,  BrJen  in  one  of  his 
expeditions  attacked  a  t>an\fh  officer  caHcd  ffiri- 
nus^  who  commanded  a  party  of  loo  men, 
whom  he  killed  with  ^o  of  his  number,  at  a  'place 
c^led  Craig-Jiath,  near  the  town  and  regal  fta^ 

of 
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ofjBaromh^  from  which  by  the  bye,  this  prince, 
who  aftcrwaixl?  'enlarged  that  town,  ^and  built 
thereat  the  famous  palace  of  Ceianncora,  had  the 
furname  of  Bon^mh.  ^  At  another  rencounter  iQ  a 
part  of  Thomond  trailed  Bceantit,  he  kiUed  ano- 
ther Daniih  officer  named  Oweh,^  and  cut  off  to  a 
man  bis  whole  pJftFty  which  cdnfifted  ^of  60  m^en. 
At  a  third,  he  furjHifed  and  killed  one  Eloys  with 
50  Danes,  near  the  riyer  Forgu6  ^  and  in  a  fourth 
expedition,  one  Melgy  with  109  Danes  at  a  place 
caUed  Dear^et.  Thus  he  continued  his  little 
cflaying  war  againft  the  I>ane$,  until  his  fm^ll 
party  was  reduced  to  fifteen  :  with  thefe  he  re- 
turned to  his  brothier  Mahon,  ivhorri  be  then  earii- 
cftly  folicited  to  redouble  his  efforts  againft  the 
invaders  of  his  kingdom  ;  in  which  undertaking 
Brien  with  the  greateft  ardour  always  vidlorioufly 
feconded  his  faid  royal  brother  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  But  the  glorious  work  of  the  entire  re- 
duflion  and  ^xtirjpation  of  the  invaders  was  re- 
fefved  to  himfelf  in  a  ktter  feafon . 

I  (hall  now  purlue  and 
tions  of  this  heroe^slife, 
'  doivti  in  the  annals\)f  T 
nisfaHen,  and^the  'Cliroi 
depending  on,  or  borro 
ftanice  from  any  other  ai 
^ell  known  and  authent 
depended  on  with  regale 
kings  ^  and  this  fame  ru 
gard  to  all  the  fubfequen 
annals  will  lead  me.  Bi 
part  of  this  hiftory,  wHi< 
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end  of  every  reig^,  the  reader^  I  humbly  pre- 
fume,  will  find  it  fupported  by.  the  bcftautho- 
^itm  (whether  annals  or  oth»  records  of  a  gene- 
alogical nature)  that  can  be  produced  in  the  pr^ 
fcnt  age,  and  perhaps  the  lift  that  have  cxiftcd 
for  feveral  ages  backward.  But  the  well  inform- 
ed reader  is  to  be  judge  in  this  cafe,  and  will  be 
the  better  able  to  pafs  a  right  judgment,  if  he 
compares  the  following  genealogical  accounts  of 
the  0*Bricn  race  with  thofe  that  have  been  pub- 
lifted  in  the  Irift  peerages  of  two  different  authors 
in  their  genealogies  of  the  Earls  of  Thomond  and 
Inchiquin. 

To  begin  and  purfue  this  prince's  hiftory  from 
the  time  of  his  brother  Mahon's  urmaturaldcatb; 
I  am  to  obfcrve  to  the  reader  in  the  firft  place,  that 
Brien  being  informed  of  Donovan's  horrid  trea- 
chery, loft  no  time  in  preparing  to  be  fully  re- 
venged both  of  that  traitor  and  the  bafe  murder, 
ers  of  his  royal  brother.  For  this  end,  bemarcli- 
ed  in  the  firft  place  againft  Donovan,  whom  be 
purfued  into  the  heart  of  his  country,  where  hav- 
ing engaged  him  and  hisDanilh  auxiliaries  com- 
manded by  Aulaibh  or  Aulavius  king  of  the 
JDanes  of  Munfter,  he  not  only  cut  offandleft 
dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  both  that  Irift  prince 
and  this  Danifh  king,  but  alfo  made  a  general  car* 
;  nage  of  all  their  forces,  whereof  fcarce  a  manef- 
capcd  the  vidtor's  fword,  as  is  particularly  re- 
marked in  the  annals  of  Innisfallen.  Bricn's  ne|t 
care  was  to  take  the  like  revenge  of  Maolmuadli 
Mac  Brain  and  his  brothers,  the  immediate  pcf' 
petrators  of  Mahon's  murder.  He  therefore 
rftarchcdfoon  afterwards  in  queft  of 
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who  being  affiftcd  by  1500  Danes,  was  met  by 
Brien  and  his  forces  at  a  place  called  Bealach^ 
Lcachta.  Here  prince  Morrogh,  Bricn's  cldeft 
fon,  making  the  firft  eflay  of  his  military  genius, 
and  giving  the  firft  proof  of  that  martial  fpirit, 
which  fo  fignally  charafterizcd  the  reft  of  his  life, 
having  with  his  father's  confent  encountered 
Maolmuadh  hand  to  hand  in  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
tion, facrificed  him  to  the  injured  manes  of  his 
uncle  Mahon  ;  which  gallant  adion  was  followed 
by  a  general  flaughter  and  rout  of  the  enemies 
both  Irilh  and  Danes,  of  whom  the  far  greater 
part  were  either  killed  on  the  fpot,  or  made  pri- 
fonersof  war.  Thefe  two  adions  with  which 
Brien  began  his  reign  as  king  of  Munfter,  arc 
refened  to  the  years  977  and  978,  by  the  annals 
oflnnisfallcn,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  Tighernach 
andtheChronicon  Scotorum.  In  the  former  of 
thefe  two  years,  he  gave  battle  to  the  Danes  of 
Limerick  in  an  ifland  of  the  river  Shannon,  called 
Innif-catha,  where  he  flew  800  Danes  together 
with  their  commander  the  fon  of  Harold  and  his 
two  fons.  He  afterwards  vifited  all  the  other 
iilands  on  that  river,  which  were  pofleffed  by  thofe 
foreigners,  and  killed  or  made  prifoners  fuch  of 
ftem  as  had  been  obftinate  enough  to  oppofe  his 
viftorious  arms,  after  wliich  he  returned  home  to 
his  palace  of  Ceanncpra  confiderably  enriched 
with  their  fpoils. 

In  the  year  979,  Daniel  6  Felan  king  of  the 
Defies,  encouraged  and  affifted  by  the  Danes  of 
Waterford,  rebelled  againft  Brien,  and  was  rafli 
^ough  to  risque  a  battle  againft  him  near  the 

town 


Digitized 


by  Google 


5z6  THE   LAW   OF   TA^NIS^TRt 

town  of  Watcrford^  wfecrc  Daaiei  loft  his  life, 
arid  his  troops  5vere  cut  down  together  withtlw 
flower  of  the  Daniih  army  4  thofc  who  furvivcd 
the  battle  fled  tothetownforftidier,  whither  they 
v^cre  puFfiied  by  the  vidkor,  and  put  to  the  fword. 
After  this  adlion,  he  received  homage  and  hofta- 
gjBs  from  all  the  petty  princes  of  Munfter,  both 
Irifli  and  Danes.  In  9^1,  he  invaded  the  Idng- 
dom  of  Leinfter  with  a  powerful  army  by  land, 
and  fent  thither  at  the  fame  time  a  confidcrablc 
bipdy  of  troops  by  fea  from  the  ports  of  Ive-Each- 
ach,  Corcalnighe  and  Waterford,  by  whididi- 
verfion  he  obliged  the  princes  and  ftates  of  Lein- 
fter to  pay  a  yedrly  tribute  and  deliver  him  hofta- 
ges  :  and  the  two  principal  kings  of  the  province 
came  to  his  camp,  and  paid  him  homage. 

In  982,  Malachy  king  of  Teamhair  or  Tara 
invaded  1*Kpmond,  and  by  way  of  bravado  and 
indignity  cut  down  the  famous  tree  of  Magb-Ad- 
hair,  under  whofe  boughs  the  kings  of  North- 
Munfler  were  inaugurated.  A.  D.  985,  thcfaid 
Malachy  aflifted  by  the.  Danes  of  Dublin,  under 
the  command  of  their  king.Gluniaran  who  was  his 
half  brother,  invaded  the  province  of  Munfter, 
and  committed  gkeat  flaughter  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Defies  near  Waterford.  They  af- 
terwards fpoiled  all  Leinfter,  and  defeated  Donal 
-  Claon  king  of  that  province  with  great  lofsof  his 
rheri.  In  the  fame  year,  Brien  to  take  revenge 
of  thofe  repeated  infults,  marched  without  delay 
^gainft  Malachy  and  his  Danifli  auxiliaries,  whom 
he' metal:  a  place  called  Port-da-Chaomhog, 
^h^ic  the 'king. of  Tara,  not-  cbufing  to  rifquca 
'    '"    ^      '    *'  tettle, 
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battle,  delivered  up  to  Brien  all  thehoftages  he 
had  taken  in  Leath-Mogh,  and  folemnly  bound 
himfelf  in  a  formal  treaty,  never  to  moleft  him 
for  the  future  in  the  pofleflion  and  fovcreignty 
of  that  kingdom,  *  which  confiftedof.  both  the 
provinces  of  Munftcr  aiidLeinfter,  together  with 
the  city  of  Dublin  and  the  Danifh,  territories  in 
its  environs.  * 

InpSS,  the  people  of  Connaught,  aflifted  by . 
thoCeofMeath  in  open  violation  of  their  king's 
treaty  with  Brien,  invaded  the  weft  of  Murtfter, 
and  killed  Dunloing  fon  of  Dubdabhoirean  an 
Eugenian  prince  ia  a  pitched  battle^  wherein  the 
Copatians  had  likcwife  fufFered  a  confiderable 
lofs  efpecially  by  t*he,  death  of  Muirgios  fon  of 
Conor,  who  v/2L^  Righdamhna  or  heir  apparent 
to  the  throne  of  Connatight.  Brien,  to  revenge 
ibisinfult,  marched  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  ar- 
ray, and  failed  up  the  Shannon  and  to  Lough- 
Riach  and  then  divided  his  forces  into  two  corps ; 
the  one  he  detached  to  the  wefterri  pirts  of  Conn 
naught  which  thfey  fpoikd  and  laid  waftfe,  and 
flew  Muireadhach  fon  of  -Connor  the  principal 
l^ing^ofthe  province,  with  other  princes  of  diliinc- 
tion, '  The  fecond  corps  was  commanded  by 
Brien  in  perfon,  who  fpoiled  the  weftem  parts  of 
Mcath,  Uifneach,  Breifhe,  and  on  both  fides  of 
the  Shannon,  and  then^  returned  home  with  the 

fpoife;  ,  ^  ^ 

Iii  590,  Malaehy  ittvaded  Mufgrytffe  in  Nfun- 
ftcr,  where  he  committed  great  ravages,  and 
killed  Donal  fon  of  i.orcan  petty  krng  of  that 
country,  at  a  place  called  Fordroma.  In  991^ 
Briea  to  take  *full  'levenge  of  hhn,-  fpoifed   his* 
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country  as  far  as  the  lake  Naindiu»  and  brought 
home  great  fpoils  and  many  prifoncrs.  A.  D. 
^94)  Malachy  invaded  Munfter,  and  burned  the 
place  called  Aonach-Teide,  and  carried  away 
confiderablc  fpoils.  In  gijs^  Brien  in  return  in- 
vaded Meath  and  burned  the  famous  Regal  houfc 
CdXXtA  Teach' Naoi'Droma-Raitbe^  after  having  gi- 
ven Malachy  a  fignal  overthrow  in  a  pitched  bat- 
tle. After  this  a  peace  was  concluded  between 
/  them,  according  to  the  tenour  of  which,  both 

princes  were  tied  down  in  the  moft  folcmn  man- 
ner to  commit  no  more  ads  of  hoftilitics  on  each 
others  territories  for  the  future  :  but  on  the  con- 
trary, Malachy  promifed  to  aflift  Bricn  with  bis 
troops  in  fupprefling  the  rebels  of  Leath-mogh, 
and  Brien  offered  the  like  good  offices  to  Malachy 
in  reducing  the  malecon tents  of  his  kingdom. 

A.  D.  998,  Malachy  and  Brien  marched  with 
united  forces  againft  the  Danes  of  Dublin,  whom 
they  obliged  to  pay  tribute  and  deliver  hoftagcs 
to  Brien.  Soon  after  this  event,  they  marched 
againft  the  people  of  Connaught,  and  obliged  the 
princes  and  ftatesof  that  province  to  pay  tribute 
and  deliver  hoftages  to  Malachy;  in  the  fame 
year,  the  Danes  of  Dublin  rebelled  againft  Brien, 
upon  which  he  and  Malachy  marched  againft 
them,  and  gave  them  a  total  defeat  in  the  valley 
called  Gleann-Mama,  where  Hartalachiis  fon  of 
Sitricus,  Harold  fon  of  Auiavius  and  Cuileous 
fon  of  Edligen,  with  feverai  other  Danes  of  dif* 
tinfition  were  flain,  vid.  Tighernacb's  annals. 
A.  D.  ^§^.  Sitricus  fon  of  Aulaviiis  with  the 
iDanesof  Dublia  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Lei<^' 
'  ^  tcf, 
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ter,  particularly  Kildatc^  and  carried  away  priftner 
Dc«ogh  fon  of  Donald  Claon^  king  of  Lcinftcr  to 
the  city  of  Dublin.  As  foon  as  Bricn  beard  of 
thcfe  hoftilitics,  he  marched  with  a  felcdt  body  of 
his  troops  to  Dublin^  delivered  his  liege-man  the 
king  of  Leinfter  from  his  confinement^  baniflicd 
the  Danilh  king  Sitricus  beyond  feas,  burned  a 
great  part  of  the  town,  and  brought  away  a  con- 
fiderablc  quantity  of  gold  and  filver,  and  a  great 
deal  of  manufaftures  and  other  valuable  effefts, 
vid.  faid  annals. 

N.  S.  The  author  olF  Gaitabrenfls  cverfus,  at- 
tributes the  whole  honour  of  this  aftion  to  Ma- 
lachy,  with  an  utter  cxclufion  of  Brien,  although 
the  annals  of  Tighernach  exprefsly  mention  Brien 
asfolely  engaged  in  thfe  affair,  without  attributing 
any  (hare  of  it  to  Malachy.  What  makes  that 
author  the  more  inexcufable  in  this  piece  of  impofi- 
tion  is>  that  he  quotes  the  annals  of  TigbcrriacVs 
contihuator  for  the  now-menti<Hied  fadl^  who  to 
obfer vc  it  by  the  bye, did  not  begin  his  continuation 
of  the  (aid  annals  until  the  year  io8S,  wh« 
Tighernach  ended  hiis  annals  and  died*  The 
Chronicon  Scotorum  indeed  makes  this  fadk  im** 
tncdiately  fubfequent  to  the  defeat  of  the  Daneg 
at  Glean-  Mama,  which  that  chronicle  makes  to 
happen  in  ggg^  and  (hares  the  glory  of  it^ually 
between  Malachy  and  Brien;  though  Tighernach 
makes  them  two  different  afltions,  referred  to  two 
different  years,  and  affips  no  part  of  the  ktte^ 
tivent  to  Malachy  J  notwithftanding  the  great 
compliment  he  always  pays  him  without  miffing 
the  leaft  occafion^  1  have  furihet  icafons  tathinkiV 
Mm  that 
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Ibat  Bricn  alone  was  the  author  of  this  piece  of 
lervice  to  his  country,  becaufe  the  annals  of  Innif- 
fallen  at  the  fame  year  999,  make  exprcfe  men- 
tion of  Malachy's  committing  vaft  depredations 
in  the  province  of  Leinfter,  and  killing  many  of 
the  inhabitants.  By  this  means  Malachy.  broke 
through  the  articles  of  peace  concluded  between 
him  and  Brien,  and  confequently  could  not  be 
rationally  fuppofed  to  have  interefted  himfelf  any 
longer  in  his  favour  in  ^ the  fuppreffing  of  the 
Danifli  rebels  of  Dublin.  The  faid  annals  of 
Innisfallen  mention,  that  Brien  went  a  fecond  time 
to  that  city,  and  received  homage  and  hoftagcs 
from  the  Eafterlings  there  in  the  fame  year. 

In  the  year  1000,  Brien  was  earneftly  folicitcd 
by  the  princes  and  ftates  of  Connaught  to  dethrone 
Malachy  for  his  violation  of  the  folemn  treaty 
in  invading  Leinfter  without  a  juft  caufe,  as  well 
as  for  other  particular  and  national  grievances, 
for  which  purpofe  they  offered  him  their  own 
concurrence  and  the  fovereignty  of  their  whole 
province.  In  the  fame  year  Brien  at  the  head  of 
a  confiderable  army  compofed  of  Momonians, 
Conatians,  Lagenians,  the  people  of  Offory  and 
Ac  Danes  of  Dublin,  marched  to  Tara  the  regal 
(nanfibn-houre  of  Malachy,  in  order  to  demand 
(atisfadlion  for  the  late  depredations  of  that 
king  upon  Brien's  kingdom  of  Leinfter;  but 
bearing  he  retired  with  his  troops  to  the  place 
called  Magh-Breagh,  Brien  detached  a  fquadron 
pf  his  Danifli  cavalry  to  that  place,  where  they 
were  attacked  and  defeated  by  Malachy  at  the 
cxpencc  of  much  bk>6d ;  Brien  had  no  fooner 
•     -  come 
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tome  up  to  the  pkcc  of  adtion,  than  Malachy  laid 
down  his  arms,  and  made  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
mifes  of  paying  him  tribute  and  homage  as 
monarch  of  Ireland,  in  cafe  he  fliould  not  at  a 
certain  time  be  able  to  try  titles  with  him  at  the 
point  of  the  fword.  And  for  this  end  an  entire 
year  was  generoufly  granted  him  by  Brien  to  colled 
his  auxiliaries,  and  maintain  himfelf  if  he  could 
in  the  independent  fovereignty  of  Tara.  ^ 

In  looi,  Brien  at  the  head  of  the  forces  of 
Munfter^  Connaught,  Leinfter^  and  the  Danes  of 
Dublin,  marched  to  Tara,  where  Malachy  paid 
him  homage,  delivered  him  hoftages  and  acknow- 
ledged him  the  fovereign  king  of  all  Ireland ;  fo 
that  Brien  in  this  year  commenced  his  reign  as 
monarch  of  Ireland.  A.  D.  1002,  he  marched 
intaConnaught,  and  received  hoftages  from  the 
fcveral  princes  and  dynalls  of  that  province. 
After  which  he  marched  into  Meath,  and  received 
frclh  hoftages  and  tribute  from  Malachy,  as  well 
as  from  all  the  petty  princes  of  Meath.  Then 
uniting  the  forces  of  Meath  undcfr  the  command 
of  Malachy  to  the  main  body  of  his  army,  he 
paffed  the  Eafruadh,  and  brought  away  hoftages 
from  the  princes  and  dynafts  of  Tirconnel,  and 
Tirone,  and  from  thofe  of  Ulidia.  And  Aidus 
fon  of  Donal  O  Ncill  king  of  Aighle,  and  Eocha 
fon  of  Artgal  king  of  Ulidia  came  to  his  camp^ 
and  paid  him  homage. 

In  1004,  he  marched  into  Meath,  and  received 
homage  from  all  the  petty  princes  of  that  king- 
dom, thence  he  went  to  Ardmagh,^  where  he  re- 
mained an  entire  week  performing  adts  of  devo- 
M  m  2  tion. 
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^ojfi,  and  offered  a  gold  collar  of  twemy  ouncei 
weight  by  way  of  alms  oi;  pious  offering  on  the 
great  altar  of  Arda>agh.  After  this  he  no^rched 
to  tho  regal  houfc  of  the  kings  of  Dalnaruidhe, 
now  the  county  of  Anjtrim,  which  was  diflinguifli- 
cd  by  the  name  of  Safb  -  Mar -Muigbe- Line, 
where  the  king  of  Dajjnaruidhe  paid  him  homage. 
A.  D.  ipog,  he  fofc\bly  brought  away  hoftagcs 
and  tribute  from  Fls^thbhiortach  O  Neill.  Aft^ 
thefe  t^onsi,  Brie^jand  his  entire  monarchy  of 
^eland,  enjoyicd  th^  blcffing  of  profound  peace 
fpr  fbmc  ycs^rs,  which  time  he  employed  in  en- 
acting wholefome  l^ws^  and  eftabl^lhing  a  proper 
police  throu^outthe  whole  kingjiom. 

In  loio,  he  fent  his  eldeft  fpn  Morrogh  with  a 
fek^  body  of  troops  iqto  Uifter j  to  pm  a  ftop  to 
the  rebellion  of  Flaithblnortach  O  Neill,  whom 
Morrogh  foon  reduced,  and  brought  awiay  prifoner' 
to  the  palace  of  Ceanncora.  A,  D.  ion,  he 
ipaiched  into  Tirconnel  to  the  plain  called  M^b? 
adbair-an-cbormm^  where  he  made  Maolru»ia 
0  Maoldora  king^  of  that  principality  a  prifoner  of 
war,  and  brought  him  away  to  Ceanpcora,  SooU: 
after,  he  marched  to  the  plain  called  M^b-M^tr 
tifeimbncy  nov/  in  the  county  of  Down,  and  there' 
received  hoftages  from  the  feveral  kings  aD4 
dynafts  of  Oirgialla,  Ulfter,  and  Ulidia.  And; 
in  the  fame  year,  made  feveral  piou3  foundations 
for  churches  throughout  all  Ireland,  and  annexed 
competent  portions  of  lands  for  the  fubfiftcnce 
of  the  refpedlive  clergy,  who  were  to  occupy  tb^m. 
And  in  the  end  of  faid  year,  dethroned  and  exiled 
two  of  the  rebellious  kings  of  Ulfter,  and  efta- 
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place. 

In  imSi  Maolnwrdha  king  bf  L^sinftet  at  thfe 
head  of  *fe  troops  of  his  province,  and  Sitricus 
Jdag  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin,  made  terrible  in- 
roads  intb  Meath,   plundered  and   burned  thfe 
country  all  befoi^  them,  and  pehetrated  as  far  4s 
Tarmon-feithinandMagh-Brea^h,    Mdachytb 
revenge  this  dffront  plundered  and  burned  the 
iroicipamy  of  l?ingal  as  far  as  Bineadair  or  the 
Kllof  Hoath,  whferehe  was  met  by  Sitricus  kin^ 
of  the  Danes,  and  Niaolmdrdha  king  of  Leinfter, 
who  gave  him  battle,  and  defeated  his  army  with  the 
lofs  of  two  hundred  of  his  beft  troops ;  his  ddeA 
fen  Flann  and  his  general  Lorcan,  fon  of  Eichiarah 
king  of  Cmfeal-rtieachair  and  many  others  of  thfe 
nobility  of  Meath  were  found  among  the  (lain  Ih 
this  aaion.    The  king  of  Tara  hard  prefled  by 
thefe  confidereble  lofles,  and  fearing  that  iiiuch 
greater  ones  would  probably  follow,   repaired 
without  delay  to  Brien's  court  at  Ceanncora,  and 
complainfcd  to  him  in  the  moft  pathetic  manner  oJF 
Ae  unjuft  depredations  committed  by  the  Danes 
and  Lagenians  in  Meath  without  the  leaft  provo- 
cation from  him,  requefting  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  would  be  generous  enough  to  chaftife  them  for 
their  infolence  in  firft  fpoiling  his  territories,  and 
difturbing  the  public  tranquillity  of  the  nation, 

Brien  was  prevailed  on  by  thefe  reafons  to  fly  to 
his  afliftance ;  in  his  march  he  fpoiled  the  entire 
country  of  Oflbry  ;  he  then  fent  his  fon  Morrogh 
with  a  feleft  corps  into  the  heart  of  Leinfter, 
which  he  laid  wafte  by  fire  and  fword  as  far  as 
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Glendahugb^  and  Tarmon-Qnmin  in  the  northern 
parts  of  that  province,  and  brought  away  a  |^ 
prey  to  Kilmainbam^  where  his  father  had  ordered 
hefliould  meet  him.  At  this  place  Bricn  pitched 
his  camp,  and  continued  in  the  pUun  of  DuUin 
from  the  rnonth  of  Augufi  irntil  Cbriftmas, 
making  conftant  excurfions  in  the  mean  time  upon 
the  Danes  and  Lagenians,  and  reducing  them  to 
the  lowed  extremities.  While  Brien  was  thus 
employed  in  chaftif^ng  the  infolent  Danes  and 
Lagenians  for  their  violent  adts,  of  hoftilitics 
•againft  hi§  liege-man  the  king  of  Tara,  thefc 
took  the  opportunity  to  fend  a  numerpps  and  well- 
inanned  i\avy  to  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  wl^re  they 
did  great  damages,  and  pluQ4ered  and  burned  tiK 
city  of  Corke ;  but  before  they  ^ould  re-embark, 
Cathal  fon  of  Donal  fon  of  Dvibhdahhoircan  killed 
Aulavius  fon  of  the  Da^ifli  king  of  Dublin,  and 
Maghnus  fon  of  Dubhgall  fon  of  Aulayiuj  *a 
officer  of  diftin€lioii  with  fevcral  oth?rs^ 

Soon  after  Brien  came  back  to  his  palace  of 
Ccanncora,  enriched  with  tl^e  fpoii^  of  the  Danes 
and  the  people  of  Leinftcr  •  during  the  time  of 
the  above  blockade  of  Dublin  by  Bricn,  and  after 
his  departure,  the  Danes  of  that  city  s^nd  tbf 
Eafterlings  difperfed  throughout  all  U?lftn?ii  loll 
no  time  to  fend  for  auxiliaries  to  Denmark,  Nor- 
way, and  to  all  the  wefttrn  iflan^s  of  Scotland,, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world  where  th?t  piratic 
people  had  obtained  the  lead  cftablifhment,  m 
order  to  be  fully  revenged  of  their  formiJablc 
enemy,  and  by  that  means  to  ufurp  the  fovereignty 

of  the  whole  nation,      The  king  of  Lein'^^ 
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was  as  a£Uve  on  his  part  to  unite  the  forces  of 
the  different  princes  and  ftates  of  that  province, 
and  even  ufed  all  the  artifice  in  his  power  to  feduce 
other  neighbouring  princes  into  the  fame  rebel- 
lion. 

In  1014,  Brien  hearing  of  the  immenfeprepara* 
tions  of  the  Danes  and  Lagenians,  and  of  the 
landing  of  very  conliderable  Danifti  auxiliaries 
from  I>enmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  the  Orkney 
iflands,  the  iflands  of  Shetland,  the  Hebrides,  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  the  ifland  of  Lewis,  the   ifle    of 
Sky,  Cantire  and  Cathnefs,  both  at  and  near  the 
city  of  Dublin ;  marched  at  the  head  of  his  Momo- 
nian  forces,  joined  by  the  troops  of  Meath  and 
Connaught  under  the  command  of  their  refpcdtive 
kings,  Malachy  and  Teige  fon  of  Cathal,  fon  of 
Connor,  and  encamped,  as  he  had  done  the  year 
before,  at  Kilmainham  within  full  view  of  his 
enemies.    Sooij   after   the  encampment  of  his 
army,  he  detached  into  Leinfier  a  feleft  body  of 
troops  confifttng  of  the  flower  of  his  Dal-Caflians 
and  the  third  part  of  the  Eugenians  under  the 
command  of  his  fon  Donogh  unperceived  by  the 
enemies,  charging  them  to  return  in  two  days 
time,  after  they  had  annoyed  the  Lagenians,  and 
deftroyod  iheir  country.    This  expedition,  which 
was  defigned  for  caufing  a  divcrfion,   had  been 
approved  of  by  Malachy  and  all  the  other  princes 
of  Brien's  council;  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
treacherous  and  ungrateful  king  of  Tara  loft  no 
tinae  to  fend  a  trufty  emiffary  to  the  Danifh  camp 
to  inform  thofe  foreigners  .of  what  had  happened, 
entreating  them  in  the  moft  prefling  manner  to 
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attack  Brien  tiw  following  day,  an4  as  at»  additi^ 
onai  coi?ouragciijent  to  tl»ni,  he  proinii«d to  4c- 
iert  fi^om  <h«  moa vch  in  the  b^ginniag  of  th» 
adyon. 

Thefc  advantageous  offers  of  the  king  of  Taw 
were  foon  accepted  of  by  the  Panes  mi  Lageni- 
fos,  ipfon>u?h  that  they  fpcnt  the  night  in  pre- 

Sring  for  a  general  action,  and  piefented  thcm^ 
vcf  «t  the  firil  appearance  of  day-Jigbt  before 
Bricn's  army  on  the  piaia  of  Qloniarf,  with  co- 
lours difjOayed  nn^  ferined  into  three  fcparatc 
corps  qr  divifiojis,    The  firft  was  oompofcd  of 
the  Pa*iea  of  PubJin,  -nhder  the  coihmaBd  of 
^heir  kin||f  §itr}cus»  af^fted  by  the  auxiliaries  fent 
from  Sweden,  Norway,  «jd  Denmark,  who  were 
commanded  by  their  generals  Carrol  and  Annid, 
Ujetwo  fonsof  Euricuskingof  Norway,  Dolatos 
and  Conmaolus,  two  famous  ofiicers,  add  Brodar 
general  of  the  troops  qf  Denmark,  and  what  m 
lemarkableinthofedays,  one  thoufand  of  thefe 
aaxiharies  bad  their  bodies  coveted  with  entire 
coats  of  brafs.    Th^fecOnd  divifion  conftftcd  of 
5^  '°*^'  ^^^  auxiliaries  under  the  command 
of  Sitricus  fon  of  Lodar  earl  of  the  Orkney 
iHands,  who  was  an  ofllcerof  diftinguifted  cxm- 
jence  and  merit ;  and  the  kft  confifted  of  the 
for<^  of  LeiBftcr  under  the  command  of  Maol- 
mordha  Mac  Murcbada,  principal  king  of  that 
provinge,  Baodan  foaof  Duluing  petty  king  of 
T  *!?'!"  P^«^  of  Leinftcr,  Mac  TuatWl  king 
of  Liffc»  Mac  Brogarvan  king  of  Ive-Failge,  and 
a  thoufand  Daniflj  troops  to  fupport  them  in  the 
P°g3g«tt»ent     ^  ^^ 
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Brien  had  no  fooncr  rcconnoitercd  the  order 
of  his  cnemy^  battles,  than  he  divided  his  own 
troops  into  three  fcparate  columns.  Th^  firft  was 
compofed  of  the  tribe  of  t)al-Cas,  under  the 
particular  command  of  Brien  in  perfon,  and  of 
his  fon  Morrogh.  His  four  other  fons,  by  name 
Connor,  Fiann,  Teige,  and  Donnal,  had  alfo  a 
prindpal  (hare  in  the  command  of  this  corps. 
The  other  officers  of  diftinflion  were  Conning  fon 
ofDonnchuannfon  of  Kinnedy;  as  alfo  Lonar- 
gan,  Cciliochar,  Fingalach,  and  Jonnrachtach, 
Befide  the  I?al-Ca0\ans,  Ma|a(hy  king  of  Tara 
with  the  forces  of  Meath,  formed  a  part  of  this 
divifion,  and  was  to  fupply  inftead  of  Donogh 
0  Brien  and  his  party ;  and  the  whole  corps  was 
to  attack  the  firft  divifion  of  the  enemies^ 

The  fecond  divifioii  of  Brien*s  forces  confifted 
of  the  Conatians  under  the  command  of  Teige. 
fon  of  Cathal,  fon  of  Connor,  principal  king  of 
Conn^ught,  Maolruana  fon  of  Heidhne  king  of 
Fiachrach-Aidhne,  Kelly  king  of  Ive-Maine, 
Flaherty  king  of  the  weft  of  Connaught,  and 
Connor  fon  of  Maolruana  king  of  Magh-Luirg. 
And  thcfe  troops  were  fupported  by  a  ftronjg 
body  of  Munftcr-men  under  the  command  of 
Mortagh  fon  of  Core  king  of  Mufgry-Cuire, 
Aodh  fon  of  Lochlin  king  of  Conuagh,  Donc^ 
fon  of  Cathal  king  of  Mufgry-Aodha,  Dona!  fon 
of  Dermpdkingof  Corcabhaifgin,  andEichiaran 
fon  of  Donagan  king  of  Ara.  This  whole  corps 
was  to  engage  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  enemies^ 
^nfifting  of  the  infular  Dani(h  auxiliaries. 
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The  lafi  divifion  of  the  king  of  Ireland's  army 
was  compofed  of  the  Eugenians  and  Defians  under 
the  command  of  Cian  Ton  of  Maolmuadh  Mac 
Brain,  and  Donal  fon  of  Dubhjdabhoirean  the 
two  chief  kings  of  Ive-Eacbach ;  the  other  officers 
of  note  who  fought  under  them  were  Mothla  fon 
of  Felan  king  of  the  Defies,  Mortc^h  fon  of 
Anamchadha  kingof  Ive-Liathain,  Scanlan  fon  of 
Cathal  king  of  i.och-Leane,  Loingfioch  Ion  of 
Duloing  king  of  Connalgabhra,  Cathal  fon  of  Do- 
novan king  of  Carbre-Aodhbha,  Mac  Beathach 
king  of  Kerry-Luachra,  Geibbionach  fon  of  Dubb- 
in king  of  Fermoy,  Carrol  kingof  Eile,  withforae 
others.  This  eritire  corps  was  fupported  by  aconfi- 
derable  reinforcement  of  Ultonian  troops  under 
the  command  of  Carrol,  principal  king  of  Oirgi- 
all,  and  Mac  Guibhir  king  of  fi'earmanach,  who 
were  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  abfent  Eugenians ; 
and  they  were  jointly  to  attack  the  third  divifion 
of  the  enemies  army  confifting  of  the  forpes.of 
Lcififter. 

While  Brien  was  employed  in  rarigin^  hi?  army 
in  order  of  battle,  he  reprefented  to  his  troops 
the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  diftinguifliing  them- 
felves  in  that  action  againll  a  foreign  enemy  who 
had  been  for  forpe  ^ges  pad  the  perpetual  opr 
preffors  and  murderers  of  their  kings,  dynafc 
and  clergy,  without  (hewing  the  leaft  mercy  to 
fex,  charadler,  or  age,  had  fo  often  fpoilcd^nd 
burned  or  pillaged  their  churches,  and  trampW 
under  foot  the  moft  facred  reliques  of  their  faints. 
And,  "  I  am  convinced/'  fays  he,  "  that  your 
*•  valour  and  condudt  will  this  day  put  ati  end  to 
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♦*  all  the  fufTerings  of  your  dear  country,  by  a 
^^  total  defeat  of  thofe  facrilegious  and  mercilefs 
^'  tyrants.  And  what  proves  providential  in  our 
*'  favour  is,  that  wc  (hall  take  full  revenge  of 
^^  them  for  their  conftant  a£ts  of  treachery,  and 
"  for  the  prophanation  of  fo  many  churches  this 
"  Friday  in  Holy  week,  on  which  Jesus  Christ 
- '  had  fuffered  an  ignominious  death  for  our  re- 
•*  demption,  who  will  undoubtedly  be  prefent 
•'  with  us  as  a  juft  avenger  of  his  holy  religion 
**  and  laws/'  Saying  thefe  laft  words,  he  (hewed 
them  the  crucifix,  which  he  held  in  his  left  hand» 
and  his  fword  in  his  right,  intimating  thereby  that 
he  was  willing  to  facrifice  his  own  life  in  the 
atfertion  of  fo  juft,  fo  honourable  a  caufe. 

After  thefe  words,  he  ordered  the  different 
corps  of  his  army  to  fall  upon  the  enemies  with 
fword  in  hand,  when  to  his  great  furprife,  Ma- 
Why  and  the  forces  of  Meath,  defertcd  their  poft 
and  retired  with  precipitation  from  the  field  of 
battle.  This  aft  of  treachery  and  ingratitude  in 
fo  confidcrable  an  ^Uy  as  Malachy  at  the  firft  fet- 
ting  out  of  the  adtion,  animatj6d  the  Danes  ^  of 
the  firft  divifion  to  fubha  degf^ee,  that  the  firft 
attacks  of  their  cuiralliers  were  almoft  infupport- 
aUe .  yet  Brien  and  his  corps,  far  from  being 
daunted,  maintained  their  ground  with  great 
firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  redoubling  their  cou- 
rage upon  feeing  their  tribe  of  Dal-Cas  all  alone, 
and  without  the  mixture  of  any  other  troops  ta 
fhare  in  the  glory  of  their  exploits :  now  it  was, 
that  a  general  and  obftinate  fight  began  between 
(he  different  corps  of  b^th  armies,  which  lafted 
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from  foon  after  At  rifing  of  die  fate  till  ktis  m 
tike  evemikgy  tt  the  expeace  of  much  blood  oh 
boch  fides.  The  Daaes  and  La^eHlans,  after  tk 
Io{s  of  moft  of  tlwir  comcdanders  atid  troops^  gave 
ground  and  fled  for  Ihelttr  to  DubKn  and  to  their 
fliipsy  but  wefefodofely  porfued  by  the  viiftbrs, 
Aat  very  few  of  tbtm  arrived  at  their  ]^lwefe  6f 
refuge.  The  Iri(h  in  this  deroute  of  the  X)mi 
bad  the  vroefui  misfbrtune  to  bfe  their  famous 
monarch  Brien,  who^  after  having  ibewn  prodigies 
«f  valour  as  wdl  as  of  ndHtary  Ikill  in  the  ge* 
oferal  command  of  his  army  daring  the  wtole 
tAion^  purfued  the  enemies  at  the  head  of  bis 
eorpsy  where  he  wals  flain  by  Brodar,  general  of 
the  auxiliaries  from  Denmarlc,  by  a  ilrokeof  a 
battle-ax  ^  but  Brien  at  the  f^me  time  gave  hitn  a 
thruft  of  his  fwOrd,  of  which  that  Dane  immedi- 
ately expired. 

Brien*s  feldeft  /on  Morrogh^  at  the  age  of  65 
years,  did  wonder's  in  this  adtion^  and  flew  fa^ 
ral  Danifli  ofHcto.  of  diftindion^  among  whom 
were  Carrol  and  Anrml^  the  two  fonsof  the  king 
of  Norway*  as  ^IfoConmaol  another  faraoiB  com- 
mander. He  in  like  manner  flew  Sitricus  fon  of 
Lodar  or  Lotharius  earl  of  the  Orkney  iflands, 
and  chief  commander  of  the  infular  Danes,  t^ 
dividing  hhn  mto  two  equial  parts  throQgh  his 
coat  of  brafs  from  his  head  to  his  rump  with  a 
fingle  blow  of  his  military  ax.  For  when  his  fe- 
thcr  had  obferved  that  DanUh  commander  make 
a  great  carnage  of  the  Eugenians  ih  the  heat  of 
the  battle,  he  commanded  his  fon  Morrogh  to 
hi^en  and  go  to  meet  bin^  duir|;inghini  to  cbedc 
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his  proceedings  if  po(fiblc.  Morrogh  foon  dbey^ 
this  order,  and  difpatched  the  Dane  in  the  nov 
ddbribed  manner  %  and  then  returned  without 
delay  to  his  father's  corps,  at  the  head  of  which 
be  performed  great  exploits,  and  continued  ta 
prefe  the  enemies:  with  fMch  inefiftibfe  fury  and 
firength,  that  his  right  hand  was  entirely  mang« 
led  from  the  repetition  of  his  blows.  After  this 
difability  of  his  hand,  the  Norwegian  prince  An- 
nul abovementioned,  made  towards  him  with 
fword  in  hand  ;  Mur rogh  endeavoured  to  parry 
bis  pafles,  and  then  taking  faft  hold  of  him  with 
his  left  hand,  he  lifted  him  above  ground,  and 
ftiook  him  quite  out  of  his  coat  of  brafs ;  then 
proftrating  him  he  leaned  upoa  his  fword  witii 
bis  bread  and  pierced  it  through  Anrud's  body. 
The  Norwegian  in  the  mean  time,  drew  Mor- 
rogh's  knife  or  icimetar  from  his  belt,  and  gave 
him  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  foon  expired, 
after  having  made  his  confelfion  and  received  the 
holy  communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift.  Such 
was  the  point  of  honour  and  way  of  fighting  be- 
tween the  princes  and  chief  commanders  of  all 
engaged  armies  in  thofe  days,  as  well  as  in  the 
heroic  ages  of  the  Romans  and  Greeks,  witnefs 
the  perfonal  engagement  of  Mnczs  and  Turnus ; 

thejr 

*  Una  tantum  manu  &  non  ambabus  fecuri  percutiunt 
piaUtce  dtfuper  manobrium  in  longum  extenfb  tdumqae  re* 
geote,  a  quo  nee  gaka  caput  in  conum  eroOk,  nee  relt* 
quum  corpus  ferrea  loricx  tricatura  tuietur.  Unde  et  in 
noftris  contigit  ttmporibus,  totam  militis  coxam  ferro  ut- 
cunque  fideliter  vefUcaxn*  una  fecuris  i^u  prsciiam  Aiiffi^ 
ex  vaxi  equi  parte  coxa  c^m  tibia,  ex  alterk  vero,  corpore 
cadente  moribundo.  Sic  Giraldus  Cambrenfis^  Topo- 
graph. Hibemix,  diilind.  3.  cap.  10. 
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diey  generally  encountered  each  other  of^botU 
fides  hand  to  hand  during  the  heat  of  the  action. 
An  ill  judged  praftice,  unlefs  it  was  their  efta* 
blilhed  difcipline  and  maxim  at  the  fame  titne 
to  have  appointed  lieutenants,  who  (hould  fnppfy 
their  place  in  the  general  command  and  dire^ion 
of  the  a<5lion  during  thofe  perfonal  engagemeoti 
with  each  other. 

Beiides  the  DaniHi  commanders  flaia  by  Mor' 
rogh,  there  alfo  fell  in  the  firft  divifion  of  the 
enemies^  Dolatus  an  ofBcer  of  note,  Dubhgali  fon 
of  Aulavius,  and  Giolla  Curain  fon  of  Gluniaran, 
two  of  the  principal  Danes  of  Dublin,  together 
with  the  greateft  part  of  their  troops.  The  Eu- 
genians  made  a  great  carnage  upon  the  auxiliaries 
of  the  idands,  and  flew  almoft  all  their  officers  and 
men.  Maolmurdha  principal  king  of  Leinfier, 
Mac  Tuathal  fon  of  Gaire,  a  Lagenian  prince  of 
great  valour,  Mac  Brogarbhan  king  of  Ivc- 
Failge,  and  moll  of  the  nobility  of  Lcinftcr  lay 
ftretched  x>n  the  plain.  And  the  attention  to 
flaughter  alone  was  fo  great,  that  the  viftors, 
purfuant  to  the  orders  of  Brien,  did  not  lofc  time 
iu  making  prifoners  of  war,  but  put  all  enemies 
to  the  fword  without  diftinaion.  This  account 
of  the  battle  of  Clontarf,  which  is  inferted  in  my 
copy  of  the  annals  of  Innisfallen,  makes  the  num- 
ber of  theflain  on  the  part  of  the  Danes  and  La- 
genians  to  amount  to  13,800  men,  that  is  tofty 
4000  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin  and  Ireland,  6^(X> 
of  the  auxiliary  Danes,  and  3100  of  the  forces 
of  Leinfter.  The  Chronicon  Scotoruir,  which 
gives  but  a  very  fliort  iketch  of  this  battle,  ftill 
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gives  us  a  very  good  idea  of  the  obftinacy  with 
which  it  v^ras  fought,  by  faying,  *•  that  the  like 
"  battle,  or  any  equal  to  it,  had  not  been  fought 
"  in  Ireknd  for  many  ages."  But  the  account 
that  chronicle  gives  of  the  number  of  Danes  flain 
in  this  battle,  falls  (hort  of  the  above  computation, 
as  it  pofitively  mentions^  "  that  there  were  in  all 
**  but  400a  Danes  killed,  amongwhom  were  1000 
*'  Iwrafs- coated  combatants,  and  is  quite  filent 
*'  concerning  the  lofs  of  the  Lagenians."/  Ac- 
cording to'  the.  account  inferted  m  the  Innis- 
fallcn  annals  there  were  4000  of  Brien's  forces 
killed  during  the  engagement,  and  many  wound- 
ed ;  but  the  Chronicon  Scotorum  gives  no  further 
account  of  it  than  that  the  lofs  of  Brien  w*  very 
confiderable. 

Beiides  our  renowned  monarch  Brien  Boromh, 
and  his  illuftrious  fon  Morrogh,  with  his  fon 
Turlogh  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  there  were  fe- 
veral  other  Irifh  commanders  of  diftindion  killed 
by  the  enemies,  of  whom  the  moll  remarkable 
were  Conuing  fon  of  Donnchuan,  Brien*s  bro- 
ther's fon,  Mothla  fon  of  Donal,  fon  of  Felan 
king  of  Defies,  Eocha  fon  of  Dunuidhe,  Nial 
fon  of  Cuinn,  and  Cudula  fon  of  Cinidhe,  who 
were  all  three  Brien's  moll  intimate  favourites 
and  his  aidsde  camp  in  the  battle,  Teige  fon  of 
Kdly  king  of  Ivc-Maine,  Maolruana  fon  of 
Hcidhin  king  of  Aidhne,  Geibhionach  fon  of 
Dubhgan  king  of  Farmoy-Feine,  Mac  Beothach 
fon  of  Muircadhach  Claon  king  of  Kerry-Lua- 
chra,  Donal  fori  of  Dcrmod  king  of  Corcabhaf- 
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gio^  Scanlan  Con  of  Cathal  king  of  Lo\^h-Leaiie$ 
Donal  foii  of  £imbin^  fon  of  Caine^  with  many 
other  princes  and  heads  of  tribes^  who  are  too 
tedious  to  be  enunrerated. 

After  the  victory  had  been  thus  glorioufly  ob- 
tained by  the  Momonian  and  Conatian  forces, 
Teige  Ton  c^  Brien  and  Gan  fon  of  Maolmuadb 
conveyed  fuch  of  the  wounded  as  were  iiot  judged 
incurable  to  the  camp  at  Kilmainham^  and  ap- 
plied medicaoients  and  remedies  to  their  wounds. 
As  foon  as  the  monks  of  Sord  ha4  heard  of 
tkien^s  death,  they  came  diredly  to  the  camp, 
and  took  the  bodies  of  Brien  and  his  fon  to  Sord, 
and  afterwards  bore  them  to  the  religious  boufe 
of  St.  Kiaran  at  Duleek^  and  thofe  conveyed 
them  to  Louth^  to  which  place  Maolmuire,  or 
jMarianua  fon  of  Eochadh,  archbilhop  of  Armagh 
accompanied  by  his  clergy,  catne  for  the  bodies, 
and  conveyed  them  in  great  folcmnity  to  the 
cathedral  church,  where  they  offered  mafles  for 
the  rcpofe  of  their  fouls^  and  continued  their  fa- 
crifioes,  prayers^  and  watchings  over  the  boctes 
for  twelve  days  and  nights  without  intcnnilTwn. 
After  which  the  body  of  Brien  was  folctnnly  in- 
terred in  a  nionuraeot  of  hewn  marble  at  the 
north  fide  of  the  cathedral  church,  and  the  bodies 
of  Morrogh  and  his  fon  Turlogh,  and  of  Conu- 
ing  fon  of  Donnchuan,  were  interred  in  anod»er 
tomb  at  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fame  church. 

Brien  Borumh,  vfhok  hiftory  I  have  briefly 
related  out  of  the  annals  of  Tigliernach,  thofc  of 
Innisfallcn,  and  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  had 
three  wives  according  to  the  Lcabhar  Irfe  of  the 
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M-ulcoijnerys.  The  names  of  thefc  three  wives 
were,  i.  Mor,  the  daughter  of  Heidhin  fon  of 
Cleireach,  fon  of  Eadalach,  fon  of  Cumufgach 
king  of  Ive-fiachrach-aidhnc  in  Connaught,  and 
anceftor  of  the  O'Heynes,  by  whom  he  had  three 
fons,  viz.  Morrogh  who  had  a  fon  called  Turiogh, 
killed  along  with  his  father  at  the  battle  of  Clon- 
ttrf  ;  2.  Connor  ;  3.  Flann,  who  were  alfo  flain 
in  the  fame  battle.  Thefe  three  fons  according 
to  all  our  hiftorical  and  genealogical  accounts  left 
no  pofterity. 

Bricn's  fecond  wife  according  to  the  Muicon- 
nerys,   was  Eachraid  the  daughter  of  Carolus  fon 
of  Oillit  Fionn,   king  of  Ive-Naedha-Odhbha  a 
principality  in  Mealh,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons, 
viz.   I .  Tcige,  who  was  coregnant  with Jiis  bro- 
ther Donogli  in  the  throne  of  Leath-mogh  from  the 
death  of  their  father  to  the  year  1023,  when  he 
was  murdered  by  the  people  of  Eile  at  the  infti- 
gationofhis  faid  brother;   2.  Donal,  a   prince 
much  celebrated  for  his  valour,  who  diftinguifh- 
cd  himfelf  in  the    battle   of  Clontarf,  and  had 
broughtawayhoftagesfrom  MacMaoil  Na  Mbo 
king  of  Lcinfter,  and  from  the  Danes  of  Dublin, 
A.  D.   1048;  he  was  flain  in  Thomond  by  the 
king  of  Connaught,   whom  he  had  greatly  dif* 
trcffed,  in   1051,  when  his  eldeft  fon  Dermod 
was  bafely  murdered  by  his  own  coufin  german 
Morrogh  furnamed  of  the  Short  Buckler,  fon  of 
Donogh,  according  to  the  annals  of  Tighcrnach 
at  that  year.     Antiquaries  arc  quite  filent  con- 
cerning the  lands  or  eftates  which  the  pofterity  of 
this  branch  poflefled  in  Ireland,  nor  do  I  find  any 
further  mention  of  them  after  the  above  Dermod. 
N  n  The 
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The  third  wife  of  Brica  according  to  the  faid 
records,  was  Gormlaith  the  daughter  of  Morrogb 
Mac  Finn  king  of  Leinfter,  by  whom  he  had  an 
only  fon  called  Ponogh,  who  wa$  coregnantas  { 
have  faid  with  his  brother  Teige  from  the  death  of 
his  father  to  the  year  ipas,  in  whiph  he  contrived 
his  death,  as  abovementioned,  and  by  that  means 
became  foje  independant  fovereign  of  Leath-mogh 
and  foon  after  principal  king  of  all  Ireland  \  but 
he  was  after  great  loifesand  humiliations  dethron- 
ed by  his  nephew  Turlogh  fon  of  Teige  in  io$4, 
according  to  the  annals.  The  above  Gormlaith 
was  alfo  mother  of  Sitricus  fon  of  Aplavius  king 
of  the  Panes  ofpublin,  according  to  the  apnalj 
of  Tighernach'and  died  A.  D.  ipjo?  There- 
cords  of  theMulconnery's  add  that  (he  was  the 
mother *of  Connor  fon  of  Malachy  king  of  Tara. 
The  books  of  the  herald's  office,  aiid  the  Earl  of 
Inchiquin's  pedigree  publifhed  by  the  tranflatorof 
Keating's  hiftory  affign  no  other  wife  to  Briea 
Borumh  but  this  Gormlaith  and  make  her  to  be 
the  mother  of  Teige,  which  is  quite  falfe,  accord- 
ing to  the  above  cited  authorities,  which  arc  the 
beft  we  have  on  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  being  more 
antient  than  cither  the  office  of  our  heralds  or  their 
books. 

The  Chronicon  Scotorum  at  the  year  lOQJ, 
makes  mention  of  Dubhchabla  daughter  of  Ca- 
thai  fon  of  Connor  king  of  Connaught,  as  being 
wife  to  Brien  Borumh  and  dying  that  year,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  had  four  wives. 
The  annals  of  Innisfallen  mention  that  he  had  a 
daughter  by  name  Sadhbh  or  Sabia,  who  was 
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married  A.  D.  979,  to  Cian  Ton  of  Maolmnadh 
Mac  Brian  king  of  Ivc-Eachdch,  by  whom  he 
had  a  fon  ca  lied  Mahon,  from  whom  defcended 
^hc  0*Mahonys  of  Ive-Eachach.  An  old  anony- 
mous manufcript  which  I  have  lately  feen,  men- 
tions that  a  daughter  of  Brien  Bo]:umh  monarch 
of  Ireland  was  married  to  Malcolm  the  fecond, 
fon  of  Kinneth  king  of  Scotland. 

TEIGE   AND   DONOGH. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Clontarf,  Donogh  fon  of  Brien  returned  to  the 
camp  of  ICillmainham  with  a  great  booty  and 
fpoils  brought  from  the  enemies  country  ;  he  fent 
fevcral  rich  offerings  to  the  archbiftiop  of  Ard- 
magh  and  to  his  clergy  fc«r  the  .repofe  of  his  fa* 
ther*s  and  brother's  fouls.    The  Eugenian  troops 
employed  in  hib  late  expedition  joined  their  re- 
fpeftive  kinfmen  under  the  command  of  Cian  fon 
of  Maolmuadh,  and  of  Donal  fon  of  Dubhda-* 
bhoirean,  by  which  reinforcement  they  became 
much  more  numerous  than  the  tribe  of  Dal-Cafs. 
Cian  fon  of  Maolmua  intending  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  fuperiority  of  his  numbers  over  the  two  fons 
of  Brien,  was  upon  the  point  of  having  himfelf 
proclaimed  king  of  Munfter,   by  virtue  of  his 
right  of  feniority  in  prejudice  of  Brian's  faidfons> 
until  Donal  fon  of  Dubhdabhoireann  (anceflor 
of  the  0*Donoghues)  a  very  powerful  Eugenian 
prince  oppofed  his  ambitious  views,  and  with- 
drew the  troops  under  his  command  from  fup- 
porting  Cian  in  .his  pretenfions.    After  which 
N  n  a  Donogh 
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Donogh  marched  home  through  Offory,  where 
he  met  with  fome  oppofition  from  the  petty  king 
pf  that  country ;  which  i3  particularly  remarked 
by  our  hiftorians,  with  circurnftanqes  which  refleft 
•  finguiar  honour  on  the  martial  tribe  of  Dal-Cafs. 
Cian  fon  of  Mao|mu?idh  had  no  fponer  arrived 
apd  rcfrefhpd  his  troops  in  Ive-Eachach,  than  he 
fent  a  challenge  to  Donal  fon  of  Dubhdabhoire- 
ann,  defiring  he  would  meet  him  on  the  plaia 
called  M^gh'guile  and  give  him  fatisfadion  for 
having  oppofed  his  intereft  near  Dublin.  Donal 
met  him  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  and  gave 
him  battle,  in  which  he  flew  Cian  and  hiis  two 
brothers  Catbal  and  Raghalach,  with  the  moft 
part  of  his  adherents.  Mahon  the  fon  of  Cian 
by  Sadhb  the  daughter  of  Brien,  would  have 
fliared  in  the  fate  of  his  father,  had  not  his  un- 
cles Teige  and  Donogh  O^Brien  fpeedily  come  to 
his  affiftance ;  Donal  however  rifqued  a  battle 
againft  them,  in  which  he  was  totally  defeated, 
his  eldeH  fon  Cathal  flam,  and  was  himfclf  oblig: 
cd  to  deliver  holUges  for  his  future  obedience. 

In  the  fame  year  1014,  Teige  and  Donogh 
O'Brien  broke  out  into  open  a6ts  of  hoftilitics 
againfl:  each  other  and  fought  a  defperate  battle, 
in  which  the  viftory  favoured  Teige's  party,  and 
Roderic  0*Donagan  prince  of  Ara  with  feveral 
ptber  princes  of  dittindtion  loft  their  lives ;  yet 
they  were  foon  after  reconciled  through  the  me- 
diation of  the  clergy  of  Munlter.  While  thefc 
two  brothers,  the  natural  protedors  of  their  ne- 
phew Mahon  fon  of  Cian,  v^ere  thus  fighting 
againft  each  other,  Donal  fon  of  Dubhdabhoirean 
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fcizcd  that  favourable  opportunity  to  attack  tlie 
faid  Mahon,  whom  he  killed  in  a  pitched  battle. 
Not  fatislied  with  that  fuccefis,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1015,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
Eugenians  to  Limeriekj  where  his  troops  were 
routed  and  cut  in  pieces  by  Teige  and  Donogh 
0*Brien,  and  the  unfortunate  Donal  himfelf  was 
left  among  the  fiain. 

From  this  time  forward  thefe  two  brothers  lived 
in  perfeft  harmony  as  coregnants  in  the  throne  of 
Leath-mogh  until  the  year  10^3,  when  Donogh 
was  treacncrous  and  inhuman  enough  to  order 
violetit  hands  to  be  laid  on  his  brother  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Eilc :  of  the  circuihilances  of  this 
black  and  horrid  ad  we  have  no  further  explica- 
tion or  account. 

Teige  fourth  fon  ofBrien  iBorumh  according 
totheLeabhar  Irfc  of  the  Mulconnerys,  married 
Mor  the  daughter  of  Giolla  Brighide  6*MaoI- 
rauadh,  or  0*Molloy  king  of  Fearceal  and  Ci- 
neal-Fiachrac  in  Leinfter^  iiow  comprehending 
the  greateft  part  of  the  King*s  county,  by  whom 
he  had  an  only  fbn,  by  name  Turlogh.  The 
books  of  the  herald^s  ofiice  at  Dublin,  call  Teige^s 
wife  the  daughter  of  Maolmuadha  king  of  Leinf- 
tcr  :  and  Keating*s  unlkilful  tranflator  calls  her 
the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Leinftcr  in  his  pedi- 
gree of  the  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  when  he  ought  to 
have  called  her  the  daughter  of  a  king  in  Leinf- 
tcr  or  a  Lageniati  king,  as  he  knew  not  how  to 
defcribe  her  in  particular.  The  above  Turlogh 
fon  of  Teige,  was  exiled  by  Donogh  after  the 
murder  of  his  father  into  th«  provinces  of  Con- 
naught 
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naught  and  Leinfter.  Turlogh  was  not  only  fd- 
vouraWy  received  by  the  kings  of  boththefc  pro- 
vinces,  butalfo  fo  powerfully  aiTifted  with  troops, 
that  he  obliged  Donogh  to  abdicate  the  crowo) 
A.  D.  1064,  and  content  himfclf  with  a  private 
life. 

DONOGH    O^BRIEN. 

Donogh  by  the  death  of  his  brother  Tcigc  be- 
came fole  king  of  Munftcr,  A.  D.  1023,  and 
exiled  his  nephew  Turlogh  into  Connaughtin  the 
faidyear.  In  1026,  he  obliged  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  that  province  together  withthoferf 
Leinfter,  Oflbry,  and  the  Danes  of  Dublin,  to 
pay  him  homage  and  deliver  hoftages,  by  which 
fubmillion  of  thefe  different  powers,  he  became 
fupreme  king  of  almoft  all  Ireland  ;  he  preferved 
his  fovereignty  overLeath-mogh  and  the  province 
of  Connaught  in  an  abfolutc  manner,  until  the 
years  1053  ^^^  1054,  when  the  Conatiansand 
Lagenians  unanimoufly  rebelled  againfthim,  and 
fent  powerful  bodies  of  troops  under  the  command 
of  his  nephew  Turlogh  to  invade  his  territories 
of  Munfter,  by  which  means  his  power  was 
greatly  reduced.  A.  D.  1058,  he  was  totally  de- 
feated in  a  pitched  battle  that  was  fought  againU 
him  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  called  Sliabh-Grot 
by  the  united  forces  of  Connaught  and  Leinftef 
under  the  command  of  Turlogh  0*Bricn.  In 
1059,  he  was  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  making 
fubmiflions  to,  and  difclaiming  the  homage  of  his 
former  vaffal  the  king  of  Connaught ;  and  A.  D* 
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to6o,  the  king  of  Leinfter  forced  him  to  the 
like  terms.  A.  D.  1063,  he  received  a  total 
overthrow  at  the  foot  of  Ardagh  mountain  in 
Eoganacht-Cafhel  from  his  nephew  Turlogh,  who 
commanded  the  united  troops  of  Connaught  and 
Leinfter.  The  confequence  of  this  fatal  defeat 
was  that  in  1064,  Donogh  was  forced  to  deliver 
up  the  crown  of  Munfter  into  the  hands  of  his  ne- 
phew Turlogh  O'Brien.  After  this  abdication 
of  the  crown,  he  went  to  Rome  to  do  penance 
for  the  murder  of  his  brother  Teige,  and  took 
ilpon  him  a  religious  habit  in  the  monaftery  of  St- 
Stephen,  where  he  died  a  penitential  death. 

Donogh  the  6th  fon  of  Brien  Borumh,  of  whofe 
hiftory  and  reign  I  have  given  a  fuccin£t  and 
abridged  account  from  the  authority  of  the  an- 
nals of  Tighernach,  thofe  of  Innisfallen  and  the 
Chronicon  Scotorum,  had  twelve  fons  according 
to  the  Mulconnerys  and  the  Mac  Brodins,  nine 
of  whom  died  without  iffue.  The  three  who  left 
pofterity  were  i .  Lorcan,  who  had  two  fons,  by 
name  Connor  and  Kinnedy ;  Connor  became  king 
of  Tyrone,  and  was  killed  in  a  rebellbn  of  his 
own  fubjcds,  A.  D.  1078,  according  to  the  an- 
nals of  Innisfallen.  Kinnedy  his  brother  fucceed- 
ed  him  in  the  fame  year  in  that  kingdom  accord- 
ing to  the  faid  annals,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Tigher- 
nach and  the  Chronicon  Scotorum,  and  was  flain 
in  the  memorable  battle  of  Moincruin-ne-oige  in 
1084. 

2.  Morrogh  furnamed  of  the  Short  Buckler, 
king  of  Thomond,  who,  A.  D.  1065,  being  ex- 
afperated  at  the  dethronement  of  his  father,  forced 
his  way  at  the  head  of  a  feledt  party  into  the  pa- 
lace 
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Itoe  of  Ccanncora,  where  he  committed  a  great 
flaughtcr  upon  the  houfhold  of  Turlogh  O'Brien. 
He  was  killed  by  the  men  of  Teabhtha  or  Weft- 
Meath,  who  had  attacked  and  forcibly  entered 
hip  camp,  A.  D.  1068.  He  was  anccftor  of  ihc 
noble  families  of  Cuonagh  and  Aharla. 

3.  Donal  Bann,  who  was  a  famous  warrior,  and 
of  whofe  pofterity  we  have  no  particular  infor- 
mation from  our  annals  or  other  records. 

Donogh  had  alfo  a  daughter  by  name  Dearbh- 
orgal,  married  to  Donogh  furnamed  Maolnambo, 
king  of  Leinfter,  by  whom  (he  had  Dermod, 
otherwife  called  Mac  Maolnambo,  king  of  Lcinf- 
ter;  who  was  one  ofthemoft  powerful  princes  of 
Ireland  in  his  time,  and  (liied  king  of  Ireland  by 
Sir  James  Ware.  This  Dermod  had  educated 
Turlogh  O'Brien  at  his  own  court,  and  affifted 
him  with  his  forces,  as  I  have  already  (hewn,  to 
gain  the  fovereignty  of  Munfter  by  dethroning 
his  uncle,  though  he  was  the  faid  Dcrmod's grand- 
father. A  remarkable  example  indeed  of  that 
extraordinary  afFedion  and  attachment,  which 
proceeded  from  the  foftering  or  education  of  young 
princes  among  the  Iri(h  ;  an  office  which  by  the 
bye,  was  not  at  all  difhonourable  in  thofe  days, 
and  did  not  denote  dependancy  or  vaflalage  in 
thofe  pcrfons  who  received  fuch  young  princes 
under  their  particular  care  or  tuition. 

Morrogh  furnamed  of  the  Short  Buckler,  fc- 
cond  fon  of  Donogh  according  to  the  Leabhar 
Irfe  of  the  Mulconncrys,  married  Edina  daughter 
ofO'Hara  king  of  Luighne  in  Connaught,  by 
whom  he  had  a  fon  and  a  daughter.    The  fon 
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was  Brien  of  Gleann-Tvlire,    who  wais  king  of 
Thomond  and  flain  in  a  battle  which  he  fought  at 
Gleann-Mire     near     Corke,     againft    Dermod 
0*Brien  kingof  Munfier  in  1 118/ as  it  appears 
from  the  annals  of  Innisfallen.     The  daughter's 
name  was  Mor,  who  was  married  to  the  celebrated 
warrior  Morrogh  0*Maolfeachlin  king  of  Meath, 
by  whom  (he  hald,  befides  male  iffue,  the  famous 
Dcarbhorgall  wife  of  Tiernan   0*Ruark.    The 
above  Brien  of  Gleann-Mire  according  tothefaid 
records,  had  four   fons,  viz.     i.    Connor,  from 
whom  were  defcended  the  0*Briens  known  by  the 
name  of  Clann  Bhriain  Duinn  Mic  Conchubhair, 
as  alfo  the  0*Briens  called  Sliocht  Teige  Corrfiac- 
luig.     2.  Donal  Ramhair  or  Grofs^  from  whom 
,  the  0*Briens  called  Clann  Donail  Ramhair.     3. 
Kinnedy,  who  died  according  to  our  annals,  A. 
D.  1159,  and  was  anceftor  of  the  0*Briens  of 
Dromy  Chrionain  near    Drom-Nalga  in   Cuo- 
nagh.    4.   Donogh,  who  according  to  Tigher- 
nach's  continuator,  was  flain   together  with  his 
eldeft  fon  Dermod  by  the  forces  of  Defmond  un- 
der the  command  of  their  prince  Cormac  Mac 
Carthy,  whofurprifed  them  in  the  camp  of  Con- 
nor 0*Brien  na  Catharach  king  of  Munfter,  A. 
D.  1134. 

The  above  Dermod  fon  of  Donogh  had  three 
fons,  viz.  I.  Mahon,  2.  Mortogh,  who  left  a' 
numerous  pofterity,  3.  Brien  Dall.  This  Brien 
Dall  had  two  fons,  viz.  r.  Kinnedy,  who  was 
anceftor  of  the  O'Briens  of  Aharla,  2.  Morrogh 
furnamed  of  the  Steeds,  anceftor  of  the  Mac  y 
Briens  of  Cuonagh.  Morrogh  of  the  Steeds, 
bad  five  fons,  viz.  i.  Thomas,   2.  DonalCar- 
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nchj  who  left  a  numerous  poftcrity,  3.  Bricn, 
^ho  was  anceftor  of  the  moft  remarkable  brandi 
of  the  0*Briens  defcendcd  from  Donogh  fonof 
Brien  Borumh,  who  diftingui(hed  themfeWes  un- 
der the  fpecific  title  of  Mac  y  Brien  0*Cuanach, 
fo  called  from  this  Brien  O'Brien,  the  grandfon 
of  Brien  Dall  0*Brien.  In  the  fame  manner,  to 
obferve  it  by  the  bye,  the  0*Briens  of  Ara  were 
called  Mac  y  Brien  Ara  from  Brien  O'Brien  the 
grandfon  of  Brien  Ruadh  O'Brien,  who  wasking 
of  Thomond,  and  being  expelled  out  of  that 
principality  fettled  in  Ara,  A.  D.  13 19.  4.Dcr- 
rood.  5.  Kinnedy,  who  had  alfo  a  fon  called 
Knnedy  O'Brien  whofe  daughter  Fionnduala,  or 
fairhaired,  was  married  to  Teige  Caoluifgc 
O'Brien  fon  of  Connor  na  Siudaine  king  of  Tho- 
mond. My  often  mentioned  copy  of  the  Leabhar 
Irfe  or  genealogical  records  of  the  Mulconnerj's, 
contains  very  aniple  accounts  of  the  lineal 
defcents  of  the  different  branches  of  the  Cuonagh 
family ;  for  whofe  honour  and  fatisfadtion  I  ihould 
be  very  glad  they  were  publiflied  to  prevent  any 
accident  that  may  happen  the  faid  copy,  which 
begins  already  to  fufFer  by  its  antiquity. 

TURLOGH   O'BRIEN. 

Turlogh  fon  of  Teige,  fon  of  Brien  Borumh, 
was  proclaimed  kingof  Munfter,  A.  D.  1064,  in 
which  year  his  \incle  Donogh  had  been  dethroned. 
In  1072,  he  marched  into  the  province  of  Lrinf- 
ter  immediately  after  the  death  of  Dcrmod  Mac 
Maolnambo,    and  received   hoftages  from  the 
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kings  of  dflbry  and  Ivc-Qnfiolach ;  he  then 
raarchcd  to  Dublin,  where  he  was  magnificently 
entertained,  and  the  Danes  of  that  city  gave  him 
hoftages  and  the  fovereignty  of  their  ftate.  A.D. 
1073,  Connor  O'Maolfeachlin  Ifiing  of  Tara,  as 
well  as  Godfridus  king  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin^ 
and  Dona!  Fitz- Patrick  king  of  Oflbry  paid  him 
homage,  put  their  hands  between  his  hands,  pro- 
mifing  obedience)!^  and  delivering  him  hoflages  and 
the  fupreme  fovereignty  of  their  refpedtive  king- 
doms and  ftates.  In  1075,  he  alfo  received 
hoftages  from  Roderic  O'Connor  king  of  Con- 
naught  and  from  O'Ruark  king  of  Breifne,  but  he 
was  unfuccefsful  in  his  expedition  againft  the  Ulto- 
nians  in  the  fame  year;  however  upon  his  return 
from  Ulfter  with  fome  lofs,  he  was  powerful 
enough  to  hanifti  Godfridus  king  of  the  Danes  of 
Dublin  beyond  feas,  and  make  his  own  fon  Mor- 
togh  king  of  that  people  in  his  ftead.  A.  D.  1076, 
he  made  Roderic  O^Connor,  who  was  revolting 
from  his  jurifdidtion,  a  prifoner  of  war,  butfoon 
after  granted  him  his  liberty  upon  folemn  pro- 
niifcs  of  future  obedience. 

In  1079,  he  reinftated  Donnfleibhe  O'Heocha- 
dha  king  of  Uladh  or  Ulidia  in  the  throne  of 
that  kingdom,  and  defeated  the  malecontents  who 
had  dethroned  him  in  a  pitched  battle ;  in  the 
fame  year  he  fent  a  powerful  navy  into  Wales 
under  the  command  of  his  fon  Dermod  O'Brien, 
who  fpoiled  that  country  and  brought  away  a  con- 
fidcrable  booty.  About  the  fame  time  Malachy 
O'Maolfeachlin  king  of  Tara  came  to  his  palace. 
at  Umerick,  and  obtained  his  pardon  and  protec- 
tion 
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tion   through  the  mediation  of  the  archbifhop  of 

Ardmagh,  who  .came  along  with  him,  prcfenting 

him  toTurlogh.     A.D.  1682/  Donnflcibheking 

of  Ulidia  attended  by  the  nobles  of  hiskingdori) 

came  to  his  court  at  Limerick  paid  him  hotiiage, 

and  received  frotn  Turlogh  iOoo  cows,  40  ounces 

of  gold,  120  coloured  cloaks,    and  other  royal 

prefents  to  denote  his  vaflalagc  and  dependency. 

A.  D.  1084,  being  on  a  regal  tour  in  Leath-Cuinn, 

he  fent  his  two  fons  Teige  and  Mortogh  0*Brien 

to  check  the  rebellion  of  O'Ruark,  which  they 

foon  efFeded  by  routing  his  forces  and  burning 

his  country.  O'Ruark  by  way  of  reprifal  invaded 

and  fpotled  North-Munfter  by  fire  and  fword, 

burned  Killaloe,  Tuaim-Greine  and  Magh-Neoj 

after  this  reinforcing  his  troops,  he  burned  and 

ravaged  a  great  part  of  Fingal,  and  fought  the 

bloody  battle  of  Moincruinneoige  againft  Mortogh 

O'Brien,  in  which  O'Ruark  together  with  the 

moft  of  his  forces  were  flain.     In  1086,  Turlogh 

O'Brien  died  at  his  palace  of  Ceanncora,  being 

at  the  fame  time  indifputable  king  of  Lcatb-mogb 

and  principal  king  of  all  Ireland  ;  his  corpfc  was 

interred  with  great  folemnity  in  the  church  of 

Killaloe. 

TurJogh  O'Brien,  according  to  the  Leabbar 
Irfe  of  the  Mulconnerys,  married  Sadhbh  or 
Sabia  the  daughter  of  Teige  eldeft  fon  of  Carr- 
thach,  (from  whom  the  name  Mac  Carthy)  king 
of  Defmond,  and  anceftor  of  the  Mac  Auliffs,  by 
whom  he  had  four  fons,  viz.  i .  Teige  who  was 
king  of  Thomond  and  died  at  Ceanncora  foon 
after  his  father,  A.  D.   1086.    This  Teige  had 
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Iwo  fons,  viz,  Mortogh  of  whom  or  his  pofterity 
we  havjB  no  further  mention^  and  Donal  who^ 
according  to  the  annals  of  Innisfallen,  was  mad6 
)cing  of  Man  and  the  Hebrides,  A.  D.  1 105,  but 
was  dethroned  and  expelled  for  his  male-admi- 
niftraltion,  A.  D.  1 1 08 .  By  the  power  of  Turlogh 
O'Connor  king  of  Connaught,  A.  D.  1115,  he 
wa^  ftt  up  in  the  throne  of  Thomond,  but  in  the 
end  of  the  fame  year  he  was  put  to  death  by  the 
faid  king.  z.  Mortogh  Mor,  of  whofe  reign 
and  family  I  (hall  fpeak  hereafter.  3.  Dermod, 
who  was  king  of  Munfter,  and  (hall  be  alfo  fpoken 
of  in  the  due  place.  4  Donogh  who  was  killed 
in  a  (kirmi(h  of  a  detached  party  from  the  camp 
of  Magh-Coba  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  A.  D. 
1103,  according  to  the  annals  of  Tighemach's 
continuator,  but  our  Leabhar  Irfe  calls  him 
Donal. 

Turlogh  had  a  daughter  by  name  M6r,  who 
was  wife  of  Roderic  O'Connor  and  mother  of 
TurloghO'Gonnorkingsof  Connaught,  (he  died 
A.  D.  1088.  The  books  of  the  herald's  office 
affign  two  wives  to  Turlogh  O'Brien  both  different 
from  the  abovementioned  wife  given  him  by  the 
Brodines  and  Mulconnerys ;  the  firft,  they 
fay,  was  daughter  to  O'Heyne  -,  the  fecond  by 
name  Dufraulia  was  daughter  to  Teige  Fitz- 
Patrick,  a  prince  of  Ive-Cinfiolach  in  Lein-  .  ^ 
iter.  Keating  makes  M6r,  the  daughter  of 
O'Heyne  his  only  wife  and  mother  of  Dermod. 
The  annals  of  Tighernach  mention  the  death  of 
the  daughter  of  O'Fogarty  king  of  Eile,  and 
wife  of  Turlogh  O'Brien,  A.  D.  1077-,  and  the 
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annals  of  Tighernach'scontinuator^  a$  wcHasthc 
Chronicon  Scotorum  make  mention  concerning 
the  death  of  Dearborgall  (who  doubtlefs  is  the 
Dufraulia  of  the  herald's  books)  danghtcr  to 
Teige  Mac  Giolla  Patrick  king  of  Oflory,  and 
mother  of  McMlogh  M6r  O'Brien,  and  confe- 
quently  wife  to  his  father  Turlogh  O'Brien;  fo 
that  according  to  our  diflferent  accounts  he  rmift 
have  had  four  wives. 

MORTOGH   MOR    G'BRIER 

Mortogh  M6r  O'Brien,  foon  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  immediately  after  that  of  hiscldcr 
brother  Teige,  A.  D.  io86t  was  proclaimed  king 
of  Munfter ;  his  firft  care  was  to  have  exiled  bis 
brother  Dermod  intoConnaught ;  in  1087,  hcdc- 
feated  the  forces  of  Lcinfter ;  A.  D.  1088,  he 
was  put  tb  flight  in  a  battle  fought  at  Inis- 
Ardacha  againft  his  brother  Dermod  and  Roderic 
O'Connor.  In  the  end  of  the  fame  year,  faW 
Dermod  prevailc  d  with  Donal  Mac  Lochlin  0 
Neill  king  of  Ulfter,  to  whom  Roderic  O'Connor 
had  paid  homage,  to  join  his  troops  to  thofcof 
Connaught  and  invade  Munfter.  Donal  at  laft 
confented  and  committed  great  hoftilities  in  that 
province,  burned  the  country  all  before  him,  al- 
moft  demolilhed  Limerick  and  Ceanncora,  and 
made  1 20  of  Mortogh's  houftiold  prifoners  of 
war  ;  among  ihefe  was  the  fon  of  MahonO'Kin- 
nedy,  Congalach  O'Hogan,  and  the  fon  of  Eocha 
O'Lynch,  who  were  ^U  ranfomed  by  Mortogh  at 
the  expence  of  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
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filrer  and  otbcr  vaUaable  efFcAs.  An.  1 089,  Der- 
fnod  0*]^ten  failed  with  a  Conatian  fleet  to  th^ 
fouth  of  M  under,  plundered  the  town  of  Cloync 
and  took  away  the  reliques  of  St.  Fionn-bar  out 
of  the  church  of  Cill-na-Gleireach  near  Corke, 
but  before  he  could  re*embark  300  of  his  party 
were  killed  by  the  0*Mahonys.  M  ortogh  at  tte 
fame  time  made  Eanna  king  of  Leinlier  a  prifoner 
of  war,  and  was  afterwards  eledted  to  the  fovc- 
reignty  of  Leinfter  and  Dublin  by  their  refpettivc 
ftates.  After  which  he  failed  with  a  numerous 
fleet  up  the  Shannon,  where  his  boats  were  all 
furrounded  and  taken  by  0*G>nnor  and  O  Maol* 
feachlin ;  the  troops  of  Connaught  and  Meath 
immediately  embarked  on  board  this  fleet,  and  one 
fquadron  of  them  under  the  command  of  O 
Connor  and  Dermod  0*Brien  failed  towards 
Thomond  and  burned  Killaloe  and  the  dates  of 
Dal-Cafs  j  the  fecond  fquadron  commanded  by 
O'Maolfeachlin  fpoiled  Owny  and  Ormond,  and 
all  the  forces  returned  on  board  the  fame  fleet 
kden  with  fpoils  to  their  feveral  countries. 

In  1090,  Mortpgh  marched  into  Meath,  laid 
wade  the  country  by  fire  and  fword,  defeated 
O'Maolfeachlin  in  a  pitched  battle,  in  which  he 
flew  many  of  his  nobility  and  brought  away  an 
immenfe  booty.  After  this  glorious  expedition 
he  reduced  the  malecontents  of  Leinfter.  A.  D. 
IQ91,  he  fpoiled  the  weftern  parts  of  Meath, 
then  invading  Connaught,  he  fpoiled  Nuadhbhea- 
thach  upon  the  Shannon,  and  encamped  at  Lou^- 
Cime.  A.  D.  1092,  he  marched  to  Tara,  where 
P^Maolfeachlin  paid  him  homage  and  delivered 
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hoftages.  Roderic  O'Connor  king  of  Connaught 
dying  the  fame  year,  Mortogh  was  proclaimed 
king  of  Connaught  and  Dcrmod  0*Bricn  was 
exiled  into  Ulfter.  After  this,  he  raadc  Aodh 
fon  of  Cathal  0*Connor  a  prifoner  of  war,  and 
beftowed  the  fovcreignty  of  Siol-Muiridh,  which 
was  O'Connor's  country,  upon  Giolla  naNaomh 
O'Heync.  A.  D.  1093,  Dcrmod  O  Bricnobtained 
pardon  for  all  his  paft  offences  from  his  brother 
Mortogh,  through  the  mediation  of  the  archbi- 
(hop  of  Ardmaghand  feveral  others  of  the  clergy 
and  nobility  of  Ireland,  and  folemnly  fwore  by 
all  the  holy  reliquesof  Ireland,  and  by  ihecrofier 
of  St.  Patrick,  commonly  called  the  ftafF  of 
Jefus,  to  (hew  him  all  future  obedience.  Mortogh 
obliged  himfelf  by  a  like  voluntary  oath,  never  to 
take  revenge  of  his  brother  for  his  paft  oflfences 
cither  public  or  particular-  A.  D.  1 094,  M  ortogh 
flew  Donal  O'Maolfeachlin  king  of  Tara,  baniftied 
Godfridus  king  of  the  Danes  from  Dublin,  made 
O'Connor  Failge  prifoner,  and  beftowed  the 
fovereignty  of  Meath  upon  Donogh  0*Maol- 
feachlin.  After  this  he  divided  that  province 
into  two  equal  parts,  one  moiety  of  which  he 
gave  Connor  O'Maolfeachlin  and  the  other  to 
Donogh  O'Maolfeachlin  whofe  conduct  he  began 
to  diflike,  and  then  received  hoftages  from  them 
both. 

In  1095  lie  encamped  in  the  centre  of  Con- 
naught from  the  12th  of  January  to  the  latter  end 
of  March,  and  had  a  powerful  fleet  of  boats  at 
the  fame  time  cruifing  on  Lough-Ree.  By  this 
rpeans  he  fubjeftcd  to  his  jurifdidtion  the  coun- 
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tries  of  Conmaicne  dnd  all  the  tribes  called  1^1- 
Muiridh.     After  which  Donogh  O  Maolfeachlin 
came  to  his    palace    of   Limerick,    paid    him 
homage,  and  received  twenty  ounces  of  gold  as 
a  Tuarafdal  or  wages  to  Cgnify  his  dependancy 
and  vaffaiage.    Soon  after  he  flew  Cathal  O  Coh- 
lior  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  Connaught,  and 
fcveral  other  Conatian  nobles  of  the  firft  rank,  in 
a  pitched  battle,  and  then  marched  againft  Q  Fla- 
herty, whom  he  foon  reduced,  fpoiled  his  coun- 
try, as  well  as  that  of  O  Hara  called  Luighne,, 
and  retUrned  with  the  fpdils  into  Munffier.    Not 
long  after  that  expedition  he  remained  encamped 
on  the  plain  of  Ive-Fiachraich  from  the  middle  of 
the  month  of  June  to  the  end  of  September, 
during  which  time  he  entirely  reduced  Coiunaicnc 
and  Siol  Muhridh  and  routed  alt  the  malecontents 
into  the  plains  called  Magh-Hy  and  Magh-Luirg^, 
He  then  (irofled  the  Shannon  and  encamped  in 
the  territories  of  Brcifne,  where  O  Ruark  paid 
him  hotMgt  and  deKvered  hoftages^     In  conli- 
deration  of  this  fubmiflion^  Mortogh  gave  him 
the  feodal  fovereignty  of  all  the  dates  of  Con- 
naught,  excluding  at  the  fame  time  from  his  ju- 
rifdidtion  the  territories  of  O  Hey ne  and  O  Kelly,, 
known  by  the  diftinftive  names  of  Ive-Fiachrach-* 
Aidhne  and  Maine.    At  the  end  of  the  fanie' 
year,  O  Ruark  "came  to  his  palace  at  Limerick, 
and  deKvered  up  to  him  the  homages  of  the  no- 
bility of  CoAmaicne  and  Srol-Muirid^ 

In  1099.  he  marched  to  the  plain  called  Magh^ 

Muirtheimhne,*now  in  the  county  of  Ddwn,  whercf 

he  was  met  with  by  Donal  Mac  Loghliri  O  Neill, 
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king  of  Ulftcr,  at  the  head  of  his  Ultonians, 
but  they  were  hindered  from  coming  to  an  en- 

Sagement  by  the  feafonable  interpofition  and  me- 
iation  of  the  arcbbilhop  of  Ardmagh,  and  Mor- 
togh  returned  to  his  own  country.  A.  D.  iioi, 
he  made  a  pious  and  folemn  grant  and  dedication 
of  the  town  of  Caftiel  to  God  and  to  St.  Patrick, 
to  be  poflfefTed  for  ever  in  virtue  of  his  right  by 
the  archbiftiops  of  that  fee.  This  aft  was  per- 
fe£ted  in  prefence  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  of  al- 
mod  all  Ireland,  whom  he  had  convened  thither 
for  that  purpofe.  Not  long  after  this  dedication 
of  the  town  of  Calhel  and  its  environs,  he  in- 
vaded the  province  of  Ulfter,  and  fpoiled  Tyrone 
and  Tyrconnel,  and  demoliflied  the  royal  palace 
of  Aighle,  by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  demolifh- 
ment  of  the  palace  at  Ceanncora  and  Culrathan, 
by  O  Neill  and  his  Ultonians.  In  1103,  he 
marched  his  forces  into  the  province  of  Ulfter  as 
far  as  Magh-Choba,  where  prefuming  too  much 
on  his  ftrength  and  courage,  he  divided  and 
weakened  his  army,  not  only  by  detaching  two 
diflferent  parties  to  fpoil  and  reduce  the  coun- 
try of  Dalnaruidhe,  now  the  county  of  Antrim, 
but  alfo  by  licenfing  the  Eugenians  to  return 
home  to  Munfter,  according  to  the  Innisfallenfo. 
In  the  abfence  of  his  detachments,  and  while  one 
of  them  was  very  roughly  handled  by  the  Dalna- 
radians  in  a  brilk  attack,  wherein  Donal  0  Brien 
Mortogh*s  youngeft  brother  loft  his  life,  the 
king  of  Ulfter  feized  that  favourable  opportunity 
to  attack  with  all  his  forces  the  main  body  of 
the  Momonian  army,  which  he  prefled  fo  hard 
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as  to  oblige  Mortogh  to  make  an  honourable 
retreat,  and  betake  himfclf  to  a  more  advan- 
tageous poll  where  he  might  wait  the  jun£tion  of 
his  detached  parties.  A.  D.  i  io6,  Mortogh  flew 
Donogh  O  Maolfeachlin  king  of  Meath  who 
was  forming  parties  againft  him^  and  broi^ht 
away  hoftages  from  O  Ruark. 

In  nil,  he  convened  almoft  all  the  clergy 
and  nobility  of  Ireland,  at  a  place  called  Fiodh* 
Aongufa,  or  the  Grove  of  Aongius,  fituate  in  the 
plain  called  Magh-BreaiTail  according  to  the  annals 
of  Inni^fallen^  where  a  council  was  held  under 
the  dircftion  of  the  pope*s  legate  Maolmuire,  or 
Marian  us  ODunain,  archbifliop  of  Cafliel,  and 
bf  Ceallach  or  Celfus,  fon  of  Aodh  fon  of  Maol- 
iofa,  archbilhop  of  Ardmagh.    The  number  of 
clergy  in  this  celebrated  council,  according  to  the 
Chronicon  Scotorum,    was  fifty  eight  bifliops, 
three  hundred  and  feventecn  priefts,  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  deacons,  and  a  vail  number  of 
the  inferior  clergy.    In  the  fame  year^  a  par- 
ticular council  was  held  by  the  clergy  and  nobility 
of  Meath,  at  a  place  called  Uifneach,  at  which 
prelided  GioUa  Criofd,  or  Chriflianus  O  Maoil- 
lean,  abbot  of  Clonmacnoifs.    In  thic  council  all 
the  petty  diocefes  of  that  province  were  reduced 
to  two^  Clonmacnoifs  and  Clonirard,  and  their 
boundaries  cut  out,  fo  that  the  diocefe  of  Clon- 
macnoifs confifted  of  that  part  of  Meath  which 
was  weftward  of   the  place  called  Clochan  an 
Ditnrin,  and  that  of  Clonirard  of  all  the  reft  of 
the  province  eaft  ward  of  the  fame  place. 

Keating  could   have   had   no  other  founda- 
tion than  this  particular  tranfa£tion  of  the  clergy 
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and  liobility  of  Mcath,  for  his  long  and  incon- 
fiftent  ftory  of  the  boundaries  of  the  fcvcral 
diocefes  of  Ireland,  which  he  fays  were  all  fixed 
and  determined  by  a  national  council  in  thttyear. 
When  a  Ghriftian  country  hath  been  once  en- 
tirely divided  into  diocefes,  as  Ireland  had  been 
for  many  centuries  before  this  year,  their  limits 
coeval  with  their  firit  formation,  are  afterwards 
legaHy  unalterable,  as  they  are  not  fubjeft  to  pro- 
fcription  by  any  length  of  time.  They  arc  even 
natiiraHy  unalterable,  if  we  fuppofe  an  uninter- 
rupted fucceflion  of  bifhops  and  paftors  in  each 
dtocefe  ^  becaufe  the  knowledge  of  them  being 
always  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, every  fucceeding  bifhop  and  his  paftors 
muft  therefore  be  well  inftru(5ked  of  the  utmoft 
extent  of  their  jurifdiftion,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the 
primitive  limits  of  their  diocefe.  And  hence  no 
new  modeling  or  altering  the  limits  of  diocefes 
could  have  happened,  but  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  that 
above  defcribed,  when  feveral  fingle  diocefes  arc 
reduced  to  a  leller  number  by  the  authority  of  a 
pope  or  council,  or  a  part  of  too  large  a  diocefe 
added  to  a  fmall  one  by  a  like  authority.  But 
the  abfurdity  of  Keating's  ftory  is  othcrwife 
very  pilpable  by  the  erroneous  account  he 
gives^df  thefe  pretended  new  limits  of  diocefes 
fixed  at  the  above  council.  Thofe  he  affignsto 
the  diocefe  of  Emly  may  alone  fuffice  to  con- 
vince every  reader  that  has  the  leaft  knowledge  of 
its  fituat^on,  of  the  innumerable  grofs  errors  thir 
writer  muft  have  committed  with  regard  to  the 
limits  of  all  the  reft  of   the  diocefes  of  the 
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kingdom,  fince  lic'fo  widdy  erred  from  the  tmth 
concerning  thofe  of  Emly,  a  dtocefe  wliidb  ix>und^ 
ed  09  tiiat  which  he  Hved  in.  He  ms^es  it  ^c^ 
tend  to  the  Black  Water  and  to  Avan-Ma;  tfa« 
latter  df  which  rivers  is  at  leaft  twenty  milea 
diftant  from  its  real  limits^  and  the  former  not  leDl 
than  ten.  The  limits  he  cuts  out  for  the  dio^eft 
of  Cork«^  limerick,  and  Kerry,  are  lifcewifo 
grofsly  erroneous  and  ill  fixed. 

In  1 1 14,  Mortogh  was  attacked  with  «  videat 
indifpofition  of  heakh,  whereupon  the  ftates  of 
Connaught,  Leinfter,  and  Meath  renounced  their 
obedience  to  him,  and  under  the  command  of 
Donal  Mac  Loghlin  O  Neill,  foiled  a  great  part 
of  Thomond.  After  which,  Dermod  O  Briea 
had  himfelf  proclaimed  king  of  Munfter.  A  D. 
II 15,  Defmod  was  taken  by  ilratagem  and  deli* 
vercd  up  to  his  brother  Mortogh  by  the  Danes 
of  Limerick.  But  Mortogh  foon  after  granted 
him  his  pardon  and  liberty,  and  received  hin;^ 
into  his  former  favour  and  rank.  A.  D.  iii6» 
his  indifpofition  fiill  continuing,  and  being  re«^ 
lolved  to  lead  a  devout  and  private  life  for  the 
reft  of  his  days,  he  refigned  the  government  into 
the  hands  of  his  brother  Dermod  O  Brien.  A.  D^ 
1 1  xp,  he  died  a  penitential  death  at  Lifmore,  and 
was  folemnly  interred  in  the  church  of  KaUaloe^ 
He  was  a  prince  of  great  valour  and  wife  conduct, 
and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  moft  pious  and 
clement  of  all  the  kings  of  the  O  Brien  race. 

Mortogh  O  Brien,  furnamed  the  gxeat,  fecond 
fon  of  Turlogh  O  Brien,  whofe  reign  I  have 
now  brie%  rekjted  out  of  different  annals,  had 
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three  fons  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe,  ^yiz. 
I.  Donal  Gearrlamhacb^  or  (hprt-handed,  who 
was  king  of  the  Danes  of  Dublin,  and  a  very 
great  warrior.  A.  D.  1 1 15,  he  gave  battle  to  the 
united  troops  of  all  Leinfter,  in  which  he  flew 
Donogh  Mac  Murchft,  king  of  that  province, 
O  Connor  king  of  Ivc-Failge,  and  feveral  other 
Lagenian  nobks  of  diftindtion.  In  i  n'*  he  re- 
figned  the  foverei^nty  of  Dublin  ;  after  which  he 
retired  to  lead  a  devout  and  private  life^  and  died 
in  an  ecclefiaftical  ilate^  A.  D.  1135,  according 
to  the  Chronicon  Scotorum.  2.  Mahon,  who 
was  anceftor  of  the  Mac  Mahons  of  Corcabhafgin 
in  Thomond.  3.  Kennedy  Oghar,  of  whom  n 
have  no  further  mention. 

The  above  Donal  Gcarrlamhach  bad  two  fons, 
viz.  I.  Connor,  who  was  a  prince  of  great 
power,  and  is  infertcd  in  the  Reim  Riogra  of  the 
Dal-Caflian  princes  as  king  of  Thomond.  He 
was  made  prifoner  by  Turlogh  O  Bricn,  but  he 
recovered  his  liberty  by  the  concurring  power  of 
Turlc^h  O  Connor,  king  of  Connaught,  and  of 
^rmod  Mac  Murcha,  king  of  Leinfter,  A.  D- 
1155.  Neverthelefs,  he  had  his  eyes  put  out  by 
•  faid  Turlogh  O  Brien,  A.  D.  1158.  2.  Luidbig 
p  Brien,  who  was  killed  at  the  meiporable  battle 
dr  Moin-Mor,  fought  A.  D.  1151. 

pER^lpD    O   BRIE^^. 

Dfrmod  O  Brien,  the  third  fon  of  T^xH^f 
i(nmediate]y  after  the  refignation  of  hi^  brother 
Mortogb,  was  proclaimed  king  of  all  Munfier, 
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A.  D.  1 1 1 6.  I  need  not  relate  the  hiftory  of  his  life 
before  this  epochs  as  it  has  been  already  fufficiently 
fct  forth,  and  conneded  with  the  life  and  reign 
of  his  brother  Mortogh.  A.  D.  1 1 17,  he  march- 
ed intoConnaught  at  the  head  of  the  Momonian 
troops,  fpoiled  and  burned  the  country  of  Ivc- 
Fiachrach,  and  laid  wafte  the  territory  of  Ive- 
Briuin.  A.  D.  11 20,  he  finilhed  his  life  after  a 
reign  of  only  four  years  duration,  during  which 
we  have  no  further  account  of  his  particular  ac* 
tions. 

He  married  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe  of 
the  Mulconnerys,  Mor  the  daughter  of  Roderic 
0  Connor,  king  of  Connaught,  by  whom  he  had 
fix  Tons.  The  books  of  the  herald*s  office  at 
Dublin,  and  the  earl  of  Inchiquin's  pedigree 
publi(hed  by  Keating's  tranflator,  aflign  him  as 
wife  Sadhbh,  or  Sabia,  daughter  of  Teige  Mac 
Carthy,  and  make  her  the  mother  of  his  foa 
Turlogh  O  Bricn.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
it  is  natural  to  think  the  authors  of  the  Leabhar 
Irfe  were  not  mittaken  in  giving  him  as  wife  the 
daughter  of  Roderic  O  Connor,  as  he  was  hi^ 
bed  friend  upon  all  occafions,  according  to  our 
different  annals  above  cited.  He  had  fix  fons  as 
abovementioned,  according  to  the  faid  authors, 
viz,  I ,  Connor  na  Catharach,  furnamed  Slaparfa- 
lach  or  Spattered  Robe,  king  of  Thomond,  who 
fucceeded  his  father  in  the  throne  of  Munfler, 
A.  D.  1 1 20,  and  whofe  reign  and  family  ar^ 
treated  of  in  the  next  title,  z.  Turlogh,  who 
was  king  of  Munfler  after  the  death  of  his  bro* 
therConoor,  A.  D.  1142,  and  from  whom  are 
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Mqwdcd  the  O.  Brujxui  of  Thomo^icl,  3,  Teigs 
Glc,  wfeo  iy  the  iqtcreft  of  Q  Gonnor  of  Con- 
^IK^ht,  bcpame  king  of  Thoraond  in  pi^aiice 
pf  his  dfjef  bipthcr  Turlogb,  A.  D.  114*.  i^ 
Jhc  militfiry  and  ftat^  tr^Miffaion*  of  this  prince 
^rp  feveraHy  jpoiniicd  put  in  tfejew^nsof  Wsbrp- 
ihars  Connor  na  Catharafh  and  Turiojgh, !«% 
|hp  reader  to  tjie  hi%>ri«  of  .%fe  prinoes. 

ill  thp^pan  tinie  as  to  \rh^  regards  this  Teij? 
mthcgenealo^pal  way,  I  fljall  obferve  that  he  is 
the  anceftor  of  a  noble  family  of  the  0  Briens, 
who  were  the  anticjjt  poffefpjrs  of  the  ifles  of 
Atran  ne^f  palway,  and  of  Tromraith  with  fe- 
cial other  landed  properties  in  the  counQjof 
Clf  re.     And  we  find  in  John  Magrath's  Irifli 
;piftory  of  the  RevplotioBs  of  Thomond,  ailed 
Caitbreim  Tjioirdhcalhhaig,  written  by  tbeatrtbor, 
A*p«  ^09*  ^h^t  Ponal  fon  of  Teigc,  furaained 
■JlMuVn,  or  Comely,  otherwife  called  Sean  Teige, 
was  in  adtuglpofleflion  of  the  eftateof  Tromraith 
jjnd  bdd  his  rcfidei^cc  at  that  piace  in  the  yetf 
.J*75-     The  fame  hiilory  mentions,  that  faid 
ttonal  O  Brien  fent  his  two  fon?^  by  naipe  Mi- 
lion  and  t)onal  Qgc  Q  Brien,  to  alTift  Turlogb 
P  Brien  (on  ot  Teige  Dalouifge  agdnft  the  earl 
Thoma^  de  Clar^,  who  came  that  year  to  the 
aDTiftance  of  prien  Ruadh,  faid  Turlogh's  unde. 
*!rhe  above  Teige  Aluin  O  Brien  was  the  toh 
dircdt  defcendant  from  this  Teige  Gie,  or  Neat, 
Recording  tp  all  the  genealogies  that  I  have  feen 
t)f  this  fam%.      The   chief  and  dfatCt  repre- 
fcntative  of  ihis  "noble  branch  of  the  0  Briens 
dcfccnded  F|:omTeigeGle,  w^  JahndBricn,  lately 
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{iviD^  ^t  his  fxwa  «ftgte  of  Moyraimae  and  Cluf 
•nties  ^a  the  x:9iiaty  ef  Limerick  ^    who  bad  % 
(bnxalkd  Thady  Q  Brien,  an  qflftccrpf  known  va* 
lour  in  the  qpccnof  Hungary  •«  fervicc,    I  have 
in  my  pofiei^o^  an  fi^thcntic  copy  of  a  public  kh- 
^mem  figned  by  the  mayor  and  baaiflfs  of  the 
citypf  Galway  Ae  30th  of  March  1588,  (John 
Plakc  being  thpn  mayor  and  Walter  Martki  and 
Anthony  Kirrivan  baili^^s)  and  couQtefrfigned  by 
Aicxander  Dermot  notary  public ;  whereby  they 
Uftify  to  queen  Elizabeth  in  &vour  of  Morrqgh 
Mac  Turlogh  O  Brien  then  living,  Jf  That  the 
*'  Mac  Teigea  of  Arran,  his  anceftors^  were  im- 
"  derher  majefty  and  her  predeceflbrs,  the  temr 
^'  poral  captains  or  lords  of  the  illandfi  of  Axxslti 
"  find  their  territories  and  hereditaments  elfe? 
•"  where,  under  the  names  of  Pylac  T^ige  Q  Briei> 
f'  of  Arran,  time  out  of  nwitfs  memory ;  and  that 
**  they  had  feen  the  ftid  Morrogh  Mac  Turlogh 
**  O  Srien  authorifed  by  al)  his  fept,  as  chief  oF 
*'  that  name  and  in  poffeflion  of  the  prcmiffes 
**  as  his  own  lawful  inheritance,  as  more  at  large, 
"  fay  theyt  dpth  appear  *m  our  books  of  records, 
'*  wherein  he  continued  until  of  late  he  was  by 
*'  the  ufurpjng  power  of  the  0  Flaherty's  expul-f 
"  fed,  from  whom  it  is  taken  by  ibme  inqueft 
"  found  in  her  majefty*s  favour.     We  fay,  more* 
"  over,  add  they,  that  the  fept  of  Mac  Teige 
**  0  Brien  of  Arran,  fince  the  foundation  of  this 
"  city  and  town,  were  aiding  and  affifting  toour- 
••  felvesand  our  predcceffors  againft  her  majefty's 
"  and  her  predeceffors  enemiea  in  all  times  and 
?*  places,  whereunto  they  were  called  as  true, 
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^^  faithful,  and  liege  people  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
^^  land,  to  maintain,  fuccour,  and  affift  this  town." 
Thus  that  public  inftrument.  The  above  John  0 
Brien  is  the  fixth  dire£t  defcendant  from  the  faid 
Monrogh  fon  of  Turlogh  O  Brien,  mentioned  m 
the  preceding  abftra£t,  as  appears  by  his  genealo- 
gy, wherein  I  find  it  mentioned  by  way  of  a  mar- 
ginal note,  that  Dermod  Mor  O  Brien,  grandfon 
of  the  above  Sean  Teige  or  Teige- Aluinn,  receiv- 
ed twelve  tuns  of  wine  as  a  yearly  tribute  from 
the  town  of  Gal  way,  in  confideration  of  protec- 
ting the  harbour  and  trade  of  that  city,  from  all 
inrates  and  privateers,  by  entertaining  a  fuitable 
maritime  force  for  that  purpofe. 

N.  B.  A  modern  compiler  of  the  genealogies 
of  the  peers  of  Ireland  calls  Teige  Gle  by  the 
name  of  Teige-a-line  (aiming  doubtlefs  at  his 
fixth  defcendant  Teige  Aluinn)  and  makes  him 
the  fecond  fon  of  Dermod  O  Brien,  and  only  bro- 
ther of  Turlogh  the  anccftor  of  the  Thomond 
branch,  whom  he  ftiles  the  heir  of  his  faid  father 
Permod,  and  refcrves  Connor  na  Catharach,  who 
was  his  true  heir  and  eldeft  fon,  to  make  a  kind 
of  Pythagorean  appearance  in  the  world  as  fecond 
brother  of  Donal  Mor,  and  third  fon  of  his  own 
younger  brother  the  faid  Twr'^gh.  But  a  fo- 
reigner and  perfect  ftranger  to  Irifh  annals  mud  be 
cxcufed  in  thefe  blunders,  grofs  and  inexcufableas 
they  otherwife  (hould  be  deemed. 

4.  Dermod  Fionn,  who  was  a  prince  of  a  vio- 
lent and  fanguinary  difpofition;  for,  A.  D.  1154, 
he  put  out  the  eyes  of  his  own  elder  brother 
Teige  Gle;  and  in  1168,   by  the  ailiftance  of 
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IMaladiy  O  Felan  king  of  the  PeHes,  aged  as  he 
was,  he  murdered  j)ie  grandfon  of  his  cldcft  bro- 
ther Connor  na  Cfi(jharach  by  name  Connor  0 
jBrien,  and  foon  after  difpoffelfed  faid  Connor'^ 
family  of  their  principality  in  Ive-Bloid  which 
comprehended  Ar^  and  lo>yer  Qrmond,  being 
powerfully  fupported  for  that  end  by  his  nephew 
Donal  M6r  OBricn.  His  fpimily  from  that  time 
were  chief  princes  of  Ive-Bloid  till  the  fctilcment 
of  the  children  of  Donal  M6rOBrien  in  that 
country^  neverthelefs  they  remained  in  great 
fplenfior  and  held  the  fecond  rank  there,  until 
they  were  entirely  dlfpoffcffed  by  the  family  called 
Mac  y  ^rien  Ara,  and  the  defcendants  of  Donal 
Connachtach  O  Brlen ;  which  (hall  be  particularly 
related  in  its  due  place.  5.  Dermod  Donn,  of 
whofe  family  we  have  no  account. 

6.  Donogh,  >\ho  was  a  virtuous  prince  and  left 
jlTue.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  became  an 
ccclcfiaftic,  was  elefted  to  the  vacant  fee  of  Kil- 
laloe,  confecrated  bilhop  of  that  dioccfe,  A.  P. 
1161  ;  according  to  the  annals  of  Tighernach's 
continuator,  and  died  in  four  years  after  that 
epoch  according  to  the  faid  annals.  His  de- 
scendants and  family,  highly  valuing  themfclves 
upon  this  circumftance,  and  defirous  to  prefervc 
the  memory  of  fo  virtuous,  fo  honourable  an 
anceftor,  always  diftinguiflied  themfclves  by  the 
particular  title  of  Clann  mic  an  Eafbuig.  This 
family  was  very  powerful,  and  enjoyed  large 
tftates  even  folate  as  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
The  prcfent  direA  reprefentative  of  that  branch 
of  the   O  Briens,   is    faid  to   te  Francis  O 
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Brien  fan  of  WilKEtnO  Bricn^  whoUtdy  onjojd 
a  fmail  part  of  the  lar^e  poQei&ons  of  h\%  mcd- 
torsy  upon  which  he  rcfided  at  a  place  called 
Caftlc  Biien^  otherwifc  called  Caiilean-fidl  m 
Fkbbearnatn  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

CONNOR  NA  CATHARACH  0  BRDEN. 

Connor  na  Catharadi  king  of  Thoniond  called 
Slaparfalach  or  Spattcred-robc,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
permod  O  Brien,  was  proclaimed  king  of  Munftcr 
immediately  after  tlie  death  of  his  father,  A.  D. 
f  lao;  upon  which  his  brother  Turlogh  being 
the  focond  fon  fucccodcd  him  iti  the  fovercigntf 
of  Thomond.  A.  D.  1 1 2 1 ,  Connor  O  Brien  flew 
Hugh  O  Heyne  king  of  Ive-Fiachrach-Aidne, 
d  Flaherty  king  of  the  weft  of  Connaught,  0 
Lorcan  a  prince  of  great  valour,  with  many 
others  of  the  Conatian  nobility,  in  a  battle  near 
Ardfinan;  by  which  means  he  took  revenge  of 
the  Conatian  army  for  having  burned  Cafliel> 
Lifmore,  and  other  places  in  Munfter  that  year 
under  the  command  of  Turlogh  O  Connor.  Tk 
king  of  Connaught  returned  the  fame  year  into 
Munfter  with  all  the  forces  of  Leath-cuinn,  and 
remained  encamped  at  Birr  in  Ormond  froratlie 
firft  of  November  to  the  end  of  January  without 
committing  much  hcAilities.  In  the  mean  time 
he  fet  all  his  political  engines  to  work  for  vitb- 
drawing  the  Eugenian  princes  from  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  king  of  Munftcr  ;  in  ibis  projeflhe 
(ucceeded  fo  well,  that  Donogh  Mac  Carthy  id 
pthey  ^ugcnian  princes  caroe  to  hie  camp,  and 
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)aid  him  homage }  hts  next  fcheme  for  reducing 
Connor  OBrien's  power  vraa  to  (bw  the  feeds  of 
lifcofdamongft  the  OBrien  princes,  which  he  foon 
fFcdtcd,  by  fewing  up  Tcige  Gle  O  Brien  in  oppo- 
ition  to  his  brother  Turlogh,  whom  he  by  that 
neans  eafily  dethroned  from  the  fovereignty  of 
rhomond  and  made  him  a  prlfoner  of  war ;  then 
)rocldimitig  Teige  Gle  king  of  Thomond  in  hia 
>lace,  he  decamped  with  his  troops  for  Connaught 
nd  Ulfter  in  the  month  of  February  of  the  year 
112a,  according  to  the  annals  of  Innisfaliisn  and 
righernach's  continuator  ^  according  to  the  latter 
)fthefe  annals,  Teige  fon  of  Cairihach  king  of 
[)ermond,  died  at  Calhei,  A.  D«  1123 ;  and  his 
lephew  Cormaa  fon  of  Muireadhach,  Ton  of 
llairthach,  fucceeded  him  in.  that  principality* 
^.B.  The  author  of  CambrenfisEverfus  isguil- 
y  of  a  great  error  and  anachronifm  of  no  lefs  than 
[9  years,  cbncerniag  this  Teige  Mac  Carthy^ 
vhom  he  fuppofes  to  begin  his  reign  as  king  of 
[)cfmond,  after  the  death  of  Connor  naCatharagh 
0  Brien,  who  died,  A.  D.  1 1429  according  to  the 
:oncurring  teftimonies  of  all  diffi!rent  annals. 

In  1 1 27,  Turlogh  O  Connor  at  the  head  of  the 
forces  of  Leath-cuinn,  marched  into  Munfter, 
and  halted  at  Corke,  w|lere  Donogh  Mac  Darthy 
and  a  sreat  body  of  the  Eugenians  joined  him  | 
after  which  he  dethroned  Cormac  Mac  Carthy, 
elder  brother  of  the  faid  Donogh  and  king  of 
Defmond,  who  thereupon  turned  to  lead  a  devout 
life  at  Lifmore,  and  had  Donogh  Mac  Carthy 
inaugurated  and  proclaimed  king  of  Defmond  in 
l^s  place ;  he  then  undertook  to  make  an  equal 
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divifion  of  all  MunAer  between  him  and  Connor 
O  Brien^  the  reigning  king  of  that  entire  pro- 
vincei  In  the  fame  year  Connor  0  Brien^  to 
defeat  the  projects  of  O  Connor,  tending  to 
create  a  divifion  among  the  princes  of  his  family, 
effedled  a  perfect  reconciliation  between  his  two 
brothers  Turloghand  Teige  Gle,  by  rcftoringthc 
former  to  the  feodal  fovereignty  of  Thomond, 
and  the  latter  to  that  of  Ormond.  Then  bidding 
defiance  to  the  ufurped  authority  of  Turlogh 
O  Connor  in  his  province,  and  condemning  the 
unnatural  ufurpation  of  Donogh  Mac  dartby  in 
Defmond,  he  repaired  to  Lifmore,  where  having 
found  Cormac  Mac  Carthy  in  a  cell,  he  took  him 
by  the  hand,  brought  him  back  into  the  world 
again,  and  acknowledged  him  the  only  king  of 
Defmond :  confequent  to  which  he  dethroned 
Donogh  Mac  Carthy  and  exiled  him  into  Con- 
naught.  In  this  adt  of  public  juftice,  he  had  the 
concurrence  of  O  Sulivan,  O  Donoghuc,  0 
Mahony,  O  KeefFe,  O  Moriarty,  O  Felan,  and 
almoft  all  the  Eugenian  nobility.  This  faft  « 
recorded  not  only  in  the  annals  of  Innisfallen,but 
is  alfo  mentioned  by  St.  Bernard,  in  bis  life  of 
Malachy,  archbifl^o^  of  Ardmagh,  cad.  3.inthcfe 
Words  J  '*  ConchobharusOBrien  \\dmq\isth&^ 
••  funt^  rcpletus  eft  zelo,  et  hinc  quidcmindignans 
**  pradonum  libertati  et  infolentiae  fuperbomro, 
**  indc  mifcratus  regni  defolationcnJ  ct  r^sdc- 
**  jedlionem  defcendit  ad  cellulam  pauperis}  cui 
**  Cormacus^  accedente  mandato  epifcopi  ^^ 
•*  Malachifle  confilio,  vix  tandem  aquic^^*» 
•*  pulfis  praedonibu^  redudlitur  in  fua  cum  cxul- 
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**  tatlone  fuorum^  regnoque  reftitultur  fao.'*  la 
the  end  of  the  fame  year,  1 1 27,  Tvirlogh  O  Con- 
nor refolving  to  take  full  revenge  of  the  king  of 
Munftcr  for  thefe  proceedings,  invaded  his  pro- 
vince with  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  fail^ 
according  to  the  annals  of  Tighernach'scontinua- 
tor,  fpoiled  and  burned  the  country  as  far  as  the 
mountain  called  Sliabh-Caoin,  Ardpadrig^  and 
Connallo  in  the  county  of  Limerick ;  but  being 
aflured  that  Connor  O  Brien  was  marching  at  the 
head  of  the  Momonlan  forces  to  give  him  battle, 
he  made  a  precipitate  retreat  and  arrived  in 
Connaught  without  fuffering  much  lofs. 

A.  D.  1130,  Connor  O  Brien,  apprehended 
GioUa  Caomhdhain  for  dealing  feveral  valuable 
efFeds  out  of  the  church  of  Clonmacnoifs  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  Danes  of  Limerick  j  after  which 
he  fent  tlie  facred  pledges  and  the  chief  under  a 
ftrong  guard  to  that  place,  where  he  was  public- 
ly executed.  A.  D.  1 1 32,  he  invaded  Connaught, 
fpoiled  Maonmhuighe  near  Thomond,  burned 
Cillmian  and  brought  away  a  confiderable  booty  ^ 
foon  after,  being  alfifted  by  the  troops  of  Con- 
mhaicne  and  Meath,  he  made  a  fecond  defcent 
upon  that  province,  and  fought  a  battle  againft 
the  king  of  Connaught  at  Athlone,  where  he  gained 
a  fignal  viftory,  flew  Connor  O  Flaherty  with  two 
of  the  family  of  Mugron,  and  burned  that  town. 
He  then  deftroyed  the  iflands  of  Buinne  and 
Beithe  upon  the  Shannon  with  fire  and  fword* 
Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  he  fent  a  (tout  body 
of  troops,  chiefly  Eugenians,  tender  the  command 
of  Cormac  Mac  Cartby,  by  fea  to  that  province  ^ 
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in  which  expedition  they  battered  and  brok^down 
the  caftfe  of  Bunfa-GaiHkitfie,    put  the  garrifon  W 
the  fword,  and  made  the  like  hoftiler  defcentsin 
feverafpartfrof  the  weft  of  ConnaiTght.    A.  D. 
"33,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  the  forces  6f 
Munfter  and  Meathinto  GonMught,  laid  waftette 
[daces  called  Ruadhbheitheach  and  Beaktha,  aiid 
flew  Cathald  Q  Cortitor  Rioghdamhna  or  heir  ap^ 
parent  to  the  throne  of  Connaught,  and  Gioilana 
Naomh  O  Floinn  a  ehieftain  of  grcatnote.  After 
which  he  burned  the  fertrefles  catted  Don-Mogh* 
^ttiairnc,  Dun-Mor  and  other  p4ace$  of  llrcngth ; 
he  then  defeated  the  tribe  called  Siol  Muiridlrig  in 
a  pitched  battle,  flew  AuRfF  O  Radain  chief  of 
tfie  fept  catted  Qann  Tunrtultaig,  with  fcveral 
others  of  the  Conatian  nobility,  and  nnftidethc  fon 
of  Ineifdir  O  Handly  prifoner  of  war. 

In  1 1 34  J  he  marched  againft  Mac  Murcha  king 
of  Lcinfter  and  the  Danes  of  Dubliti,  ^o  bad 
revolted  againft  him,  and  (tew  Marianiis  fon  rf 
AUgort  a  DanHb  commander  of  great  reputation, 
and  Aulavius  another  Danifti  officer  $  after  ii*lclr, 
he  routed  and  defwted  Mae  Murcha  in.  a  pkcAed 
bflUle,  where  the  beft  part  of  xht  Lagenian  tfoops 
and  thofe  of  Ive*Cinfiolach  were  left  dead  on  tte 
pbm ;  foon  after,  he  nsarched  at  the  head  cf  ^ 
united  forces  of  Mimfter,  Leinfter,  the  Daneecff 
Dublin,  Wexf^d,  Waterford  and  Corfce,  into  the 
province  of  Connaught,  with  a  full  refolirtiofrto 
reduce  that  entire  kingdom,  and  receive  hoftages 
from  the  principal  iiQbiHty.  Turlogfr  O  Connor 
fo  this  great  emergency  of  bfe  affitirs,  convinced 
a*bewaaof  hisown  iocapacHy  ta  rifque  a  battle 
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with  O^Brien,  and  well  knowing  that  prince's 
piety  and  obedience  to  ihe  church  of  God»  feat 
Muireadhach  O^Dubhthaig  archbiihop  of  Tuam^ 
whom  Tighernach'scontinuator  fiiles  the  pope's 
legate  in  Ireland^  attended  by  Hugh  O^Hoifin^ 
who  afterwards  became  Muireadhach's  fucceflbr 
in  that  See,  with  full  powers  from  him  to  offer 
the  invader  any  conditions  that  might  fecure  his 
perfon  and  j^ates  from  the  danger  and  defolation 
which  fo  nearly  threatened  both  the  one  and  the 
other  ;  the  commilTion  however  was  fo  well  dif- 
charged  by  the  archbilhopof  Tuam,  that  he  per- 
fuaded  the  Momonian  king  to  grant  O^Connor 
reafonabie  terms  of  peace  ;  thus  far  the  annals 
of  Innisfallen  ;  but  thofe  of  Tighernach's  conti- 
nuator  at  the  fame  year  mention^  that  they  return- 
ed without  obtaining  fuch  conditions  as  they  ex- 
pc6ked  from  O'Brien ;  from  this  circumftan9e 
wc  may  rcafonably  infer,  that  O'Connor  was ' 
then  obliged  to  promife  obedience  and  deliver  hof- 
tages  as  pledges  of  his  fidelity ;  which  was  always 
pradtifed  by  the  princes  of  Ireland,  upon  the  like 
advantages.  This  circumftance  of  Turlogh 
More's  reduftionand  humiliation  by  the  power  of 
Connor  O'Brien,  has  not  been  expofcd  to  light 
by  any  of  the  late  writers,  notwithftanding  it's 
being  fo  well  grounded  on  Iri(h  annals. 

In  the  fame  year  1 134,  he  marched  at  the  head 
of  the  united  forces  of  the  provinces  of  Munfter, 
Leinfter  and  the  Danes  of  Dublin  into  the  province- 
of  Ulfter,  where  he  dpftroyed  the  country  with 
fire  and  fword,  and  brought  away  with  him  the 
treafures  of  Tyrone,  outofth?  cathedral  chiwrch 
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of  Dcrty,  dnd  three  dther  chtircbes  of  tha(t  prin- 
dpiafity,  in  which  tTicy  had  beeh  dcpofitcdfor 
thfe^gtcatcr  fefety.  He  then  fpoiled  Tirconnel 
ztiA  foiind  \tnix\ttifk  wealth  (hclicred  in  the 
cHiirchesofRiaphdfe  and  Ralhluirgj  after  which 
We  matched  through  ^hfe  heart  of  the  province 
into  Meiaih,  fpoiled  thai  entire  principality  and 
brought  away  the  riches  of  the  province  oiitof 
*he  cathedral  of  Clonirard  -,  then  crofTing  the 
Shannon,  he  began  -the  like  hdftifities  inCon- 
Tiau^t,  land  brought  a  Way  the  vafl  treafures  of 
"the  jirovince,  which  he  found  depofited  in  the 
churches  of  Conga,  Eithne,  Rofcommon,  Rof- 
trior,  and  feveral  other  churches  of  note;  after 
this  laft  expedition  he  rettirnfed  ttiumphant  into 
Ills  own  province,  enriched  with  tmmenfe  treafures 
bf  gold,  fihrer,  ^hd  other  valuable  eflfels  of  all 
the  diffei'ent  prcivihces  of  Ireland. 
lAimediatdy  after  this  grand  expisdition  Cor- 

"  hiac  Mac  Gahhy  king  of  Defhiond,  and  the  En- 
^enian  nobiKty  revolted  and  proceeded  to  open 
latSts  of  hoftility  againft  Connor  O^Brien,  h  as  to 

;  feneti-ate  itAto  his  c^feip  in  the  night  tittle  with 
fword  in  harid,  where  they  committed  a  great 
flaiighter,  in  which  DonoghO*firien  fonofBrien 
O'Brien  of  blanmire,  and  his  eldeft  fonDermod 

,  were   flain,    before  the  king's  forces  could  get 

•  AemfelVes  inreadinefs  to  dppofe  and  repuifcthc 
tebelUbus  party.     All  annalifts  Who  mention  this 

-ftjtdden  mif-uhderflahdmg  between  Cormac  Mac 

•  CArthy'ahd  the  king  of  Munfter,  to  whofefricnd- 
-  fh^  foid  Cortttac^  owfed  his  rank  ^as  king  of  Dcf- 

xttond,  by-havmg  dethroned  the  ufutpcr  Donogh 
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MacGarthy,  keep  a  profound  filence  concerning 
its  caufe  ;  but  as  the  annals  of  Innisfallen  mention, 
that  Cormac  Mac  Carthy  forcibly  took  away 
fronl  the  king's  camp  at  this  time  a  part  of  tlvs 
fpc«Is  brought  home  from  Ulfter,  &c.  it  may  rca- 
fonably  be  inferred  from  this  fad,  that  the  rup- 
ture tookitsrife-froma  jealoufy  of  the  Eugcnians 
concerning  the  diftrtbution  of  thofe  fpoils. 

In  1 1 35»  Cormac  Mac  Carthy  at  the  head  of  the 
Eugenian  tribe  marched  into  Thomond,  where 
he  did  great  damages,  and  killed  Ctfmtheadh  Mor, 
the  kmg  of  Ive-Caifin.  Connor  0*Brien  fudden- 
ly  purlued  l^'un  and  gave  his  forces  a  total  over- 
throw, in  whicE  Cian  O'Mahony  king  of  Raith* 
lean  or  caft  Ive-Eachach,  Mahbn  O'Donog- 
hueandRoderjcO*Dpnoghue  kings  of  Ive^Each* 
ach  weS»  Fiongajn  0*Keefe  king  of  Gleannam- 
hain^  O^'I^elaa  king  of  the  Defies,  rO*Connor  kii^ 
df  Corcomruadh,  O'Loghlin  king  of  Burren, 
(which  two  laft  mentioned  princes  favoured  tlie 
Eugenian  intereft)  and  many  other  princes  of 
diftindion  weifeiallput  to  the  fword* 

At.  D.  1137,  Turlogh  0*Brien  was  made  a  pri* 
foner  by  his  brother  j  here  the  annaiifts  are  quite 
filent  about  this  brother's  name;  yet  we  may 
confidently  advance,  that  Teigc  Gle  was  the  bro- 
ther here  pointed  at  for  that  fad,  as  he  had  teen 
the  author  of  his  imprifonment,  A.  D.  i  iaz,  ,?s 
hath  been  explained  at  that  year.  The  Eugenian 
princes  in  their  prefent  rupture  and  rjebdlion 
aga'mft  the  king  of  Munfter,  muft  in  all  appear- 
a^nce  have  followed  the  exampte  of  Turlogh 
0*Conn.^r  in  availing  themfelvcsi  as  he  did,  of 
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the  ambitious  difpofilion  of  Tcige  Gle,  andh'fl 
particular  pique  againft  his  brother  Turlogh,  to 
difturb  the  union  and  good  underftanding  that 
fubfiftcd  at  that  time  between  the  princes  of  the 
Dal-caffian  race.  This  conjefture  fecms  to  be 
the  better  grounded,  as  we  tinderftand  from  the 
concurring  teftimonies  of  the  annals  of  Tigher- 
nach's  continuator,  thofe  of  Innisfallen,  and  the 
Chronicon  Scotorum  at  the  year  following,  that 
Cormac  Mac  Carthy  was  murdered  by  Dermod 
O'Connor  king  of  Kerry-Luachra  at  the  inftancc 
of  Turlogh  O'Brien,  whom  Tighernach's  con- 
tinuator ftiles  the  fon-in-iaw,  goffip,  and  fofter- 
child  of  faid  Cormac  Mac  Carthy  ;  befides  the 
probability  which  arifes  from  this  laft  circuroftance 
to  confirm  the  prefent  conjedture,  the  faid  annals 
furnilh  us  with  other  ftrong  proofs  as  (hall  here- 
after appear  in  its  own  place,  where  the  like  re- 
prifals  are  made  upon  Teige  Gle.  by  his  brother 
Turlogh,  when  he  obtained  the  afcendant  in 
Munfterupon  the  death  of  his  brother  Connor 
O'Brien.  Nor  can  we  at  all  fuppofejthc  brother 
who  I  mentioned  to  be  Connor  O'Brien,  with 
whom  Turlogh  never  had  the  lead  difputcor 
tnif-underftanding  before  or  after  this  time,  that 
I  can  learn  from  any  of  the  annals. 

In  1139,  Connor  O'Brien,  at  the  head  of  the 
iinited  forces  of  the  fouth  half  of  Ireland,  march- 
ed into  the  territories  of  Oirgial  in  Ulftcr,  where 
Donogh  fon  of  Cucartiel  O'CarroI  chief  king  0] 
-  that  extenfive  principality  came  to  his  camp 
him  homage  and  delivered  him  two 

After  which  he  reduced  Conmaicne  and 
.  away 
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away  their  hoftages.  A.  D.  1 142,  Connor  O^Brien, 
fupren^c  king  of  all  Leath-mogha  without  con- 
tradidion,  and  the  moft  powerful  prince  of  the 
whole  Irifh  nation  very  pipufly  and  penitentially 
finiftied  his  days  at  Killaloe;  His  corpfe  was 
folemnly  interred  in  the  cathedral  church  in  the 
grand  vault  of  the  O'Brien  kings. 

The  continuator  of  Tighernach^s  annals,  after 
ftiling  Connor  avowed  king  of  Leath-mogha, 
that  is  to  fay,  both  the  provinces  of  Munfter  and 
that  of  Leinfter,  with  the  capital  city  of  Dublin, 
Adds  thefe  words,  Jonn/aigbtbeacb  Eirionn  uile^ 
which  literally  import,  that  he  had  invaded,  re- 
duced, and  required  obedience  and  hoftages  fronj 
all  the  other  provinces  of  Ireland,  which  indeed 
very  fufiiciently  appears  from  the  preceding  ex- 
traft  of  the  annals  concerning  his  reign  \  it  is  very 
evident  to  all  thofe  who  read  the  Irilh  annals, 
,that  with  the  princes  of  Meath  of  the  Niellian  race, 
who  ambitioned  to  be  ftiled  kings  of  Ireland,  it 
was  a  ftanding  maxim,  as  foon  as  they  could  have 
bullied  or  reduced  to  fome  fubmiflion,  were  it 
.  even  but  temporary  and  of  the  Ihorteft  duration, 
any  two  of  their  neighbouring  provinces  together 
with  that  of  Meath,  they  thought  it  quite  fuffici- 
ent  for  them  to  affume  the  title  of  monarchs  of 
all  Ireland  \  and  the  fame  maxim  was  conftantly 
obferved  by  thofe  of  the  fame  Niellian  r^ce  in 
Ulfter,  who  never  failed  to  arrogate  to  thcmfclves 
the  fame  title  and  dignity  of  monarch,  as  foon 
as  they  had  found  means  to  force  fome  fubmiflion 
from  the  princes  of  Connaught  and  thofe  of 
Meath  jointly  with  their  own  Ultonian  tribes. 
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In  the  mean  tirhe  fidflfirfg  a^e^rs  •pfeitter  6t  ttim 
abundantly  prdved  'through  the  l/yh0le  cjoixtkd 
ill  tfee  Irifli  annals,  than  that  thofe  ^rovmcc« 
frdm  whom  the  nominsil  or  pretendc?d'  rtioflarclii 
liad,  by  ftarts  of  foi^  atid  high  han4,  tuxottt^ 
{omt  fort  oiF  exterior  fubrnifflon,  always  {(SM 
upon  the  firft  opportunity  {lOt  ohly  t6  ^cnounrt 
fuch  a  fubmiffiqn,  but  HKp  to  bid  open  defiance  ta 
rfibfe  high  monarchs  who  had  ftarted  ov!er  them 
hj^  the  chances  of  "^it.  So  that,  notwithfiand- 
ing  the  offence  it  gives .  Roderic  0*Flahcrty, 
ttiit  thofe  kmgs  of  the  Saxon  HeJ)tarchy,  who 
ftoni  time  to  timef  were  diftinguifticd  by  the  title 

^  of  monarchs^  ftorild  have  been  compared  or  put 
tipon  a  par  with  Irifh  mdnarchs,  it  muti  be  fairly 
Confeffed  by  all  liHprejudiced  perfons  #ho  have 
read  the  arinals  and  hiftorie$  of  both  nations,  that 
that  high  title  has  beeh  bJFten  affnnied  fii  Ireland, 
iipon  weaker  grounds  thari  it  was  generally  attri- 
buted to  the  moft  powerful  king^  of  the  heptar- 
chy ;  where  it  was  both  natural  and  nAefljary, 
thkt  one  or  othei:  of  the  Ifeven  ktrtgg  of  thatnaticm 
Ihoiild  be  yeftcd  with  a  general  commanding 
power,  as  ofteri  ias-a  war  with  the  old  Britons  or 
Albanian  Scots  became  unavoidablfe.  But  on  the 
ivhole  matter  it  is  a  real  fad,  that  the  general  fyT- 
tem  of  government  among  the   Irifti  kings  and 

-  Jprinces  of  the  Scotib  nation,  was  very  nearly  if 
not  exadlly  of  the  fame  natut-e  wkh  that  of  the 
Saxon  heptarchy.  Thofe  who  Would  forrin  their 
jtKJgmeiit  rather  upon  real  hiftdrical  fiadls,  gfar- 
ingly  appearing  throughout  ajfl  the  annals^  of  this 
c6uhtry,  than  u^pon  fnch  an  tJto^ian  iTyflcm  'of 
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JUhed  fome  ye^rs  fingje,  woul(  fay:, '  ipiake 

no  difficulty,  aftqr  the  firft  res  the  annals, 

to  acknowledge  tl^e  reality  ^  i  of  \yhafj 

have  here  rcprj^fentcd  concern!  manmef  of 

government  ^d  exertion  qfr  ver  amone; 

the  princes  of  the  Scoto-Iberqi^n  raqe. 

I  fhall  therefore  conclude  without  , 

tbat  according  to  the  fipn^U,  Connoi 
rach  0*Brien  h^d  fts  good  a  right  to  be  ; 

or  mrpnarch  of  Ireland,  ^s  any  other  t 

had  affuiped  that  title,  his  great  ^n<  l 

Borurpb  alope  excepted  ^  wbq  ejthe  5 

free  will  of  the  people  or  by   fyper  ^ 

maintained  himfelfinfull  pofTeffionof  : 

fubqiiflion  and  obedience  qf  all  the.  princes  ^iid 
ftates  of  the  whole  kingdpm.  And  that  foreign 
writers  r^ggr^ed  and  Itiled  faid  Connor  king  of  ^11 
Ireland,  the  reacjier  will  find  attefted  in  th^  fol- 
lowiag  exua<^.s  pijt  of  the  antient  records  of  the 
abbey  ofRatift>on,asthey  wpre  co/nmunicated  (o 
the  author  of  Cambrenfis  Ev^fi^s,  by  Stephanijs 
Vitus,  of  whom  the  great  Uftier  majccs  honour?i- 
ble  mention  in  his  Britifli  and  Irifli  antiquities. 
From  thefe  concurring  teftimonies  of  domeftic  and 
foreign  writers  it  evidently  appears,  that  I  have 
'  not  exceeded  the  real  truth  iii  what  I  hav$  )Eid- 
vanced  concerning  the  fupremacy  of  Connor 
0*Brien  overall  the  other  kings  pf  Ireland,  dur- 
ing a  confiderable  part  pf  his  reign,  a  fupremacy 
which  was  rather  .cncreafing  than  declining  to- 
wards the  end  of  his  life  :  what  was  not  comraon 
to  all  his  pr^dcceffors  of  tl^  feme  rfice  ;  and  jhat 
•" "    ■  >e 
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herUrpaffedall  the  dcfcendants  of  the  great  rao- 
narch  Bricn  Borumh,  in  piety  and  zeal  for  the 

£'  ublic  good  of  the  church  and  iiate,  tnay  clearly 
e  inferred  both  from  the  faic^  extrafts  of  records, 
and  from  the  very  literal  meaning  of  hisfumamcs. 
He  was  called  Connor  na  Catharacb  or  rather  na 
Gcathrach,'  from  his  having  biiilt  ifeveral  ciliefr, 
taftlesand  royal. feats,  of  which  Cahlr-Dun-lafc, 
the  prefent  feat  of  LordCahir  in  the  county  of 
'Tipperary  was  one,  andCahir-Gonchubhair  in  an 
ifland  of  the  Shannon  in  Lower-Ormond,  fo  called 
from  his  Chriitian   name,  was  another ;  he  was 
likewife  nicknamed    Slaparfalach  or  Spattered- 
:  Robe,  from  his  piety  and  zeal  in  building  churches 
'and  monafteries,  to  which  work  he  was  fo  attcn- 
'tive,  that  he  often  mounted  the  fcaflfolds  toin- 
^ed\  the  maronry,  on  which  occafiori  his  robes 

*  \Vere  unavoidably  befpattered  with  the  mortar. 

His  piety  and  munrficence  in  founding  and  re- 
pairing the  Irift  abbey  of  iSt.  Peter  at  Rati|bon  in 
^particular,  are^confpicuous  tin   the  apnexcd  re- 

*  cords,  as  quoted  in  thjg  miargin.  '  They  irpport  in 
thefirft  place  (^)  «  thatlfaacus  and  GcrValius, 

'         '    '       '  '       '  f  who 

(a)  Ifaacus  et  Gervtfios  qui  nati  erant  in  Hibernia  ex  (llrft 

-  nobiliorcatquecgregiea  pietate,littcris,  eloquentiainftruc- 

^  ti,  quibus  conjundii  funt  alii  duo  Scotigcnac  Hibcrni,Con- 

radus  Carpentaiius  tt  Guilielmus,  ad  Hiberniam  perve- 

■  ncrunt,  et  faJutato  Hibcrni*  ^.egt  Coachur  O'Brien  cog- 

^  nomento  Slaparfalacl^,  caufam  ci  adventus  fui  expofuc- 

runt  i  qui  ecs  humaniter  excepit ;  atqii^  poft  aliquot  <Hcs 

in   Germaniam  hontorificc  Tcoiifit  onuftos  ingenti  vi  aori, 

;  afgentit  «  pretioforumaliorum  donorum.     Alii  Principcs 

HibemiSB  ampliffima  in  Germahiam  revcrtcntibtos  munera 

varii  generis  contulerunt.    Ifaacus  autem,  Gcrvafiosmiffi 

erant 
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f  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  of  noble  ex- 

*  traftion,  as  well  as  of  fmgular  piety,  learning^ 
^  and  eloquence,  to  whom  werejoined  Conradui 
^  Carpentarius  and  Guilielmus  both  of  Scotic  ori* 

*  gin  and  natives  of  Ireland,  after  having  paid 
^  their  refpedts  to  Connor  0*Brien  furnamed 
^  Slaparfalach  king  of  Ireland,  explained  to  him 

*  the  nature  and  caufe  of  their  expedition  into 
^  his  kingdom  ;  upon  which  he  received  them 
^  moft  gracioufly;  and  within  a  few  days  fent 

*  them  back  to  Germany,  laden   with    an  im- 

*  menfe  treafureof  gold,  filver,  and  othervaluablfe 
■  prefents.     Some  other  Irilh  princes  made  therti 

*  at  their  departure  very  confiderable  donations 
^  of  various  kinds  ;  they  had  been  fent  to  Ireland, 
^  (continue  the  records)  as  legates  from  Diony- 
^  fius  the  abbot  of  St.  Peter's  abbey  at  Ratilbon, 
^  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  to  beg  for  fup- 
^  plies  and  alms  from  the  princes  of  his  country: 

*  by  the  lielp  of  thefe  pecuniary  fupplies  fent  him 

*  from  Ireland,  the  abbot  purchafeda  jpicct  of 

*  ground  in  the  city  of  Rati(bon,  fufficient  for 
'  building  a  new  abbey  at  the   eaft  fide  of  the 

*  town.*  And  that  this  abbey  was  an  excellent 
and  fini(hed  ftrufture,  may  be  very  fufficiently 
inferred  from  the  following  words  of  the  extract, 
which  import,  that  *  the  eredting  fo  fpacious  a 
cloyftcr  of  fuch  famous  workmanfliip,  abound- 
ing 

€rant  in  Hibemiam  tanquam  Legati  a  Dionyfio  Scoto  con- 
fccrati' Petri  Ratilbonsc  abbate,  petituri  fubfidium  et  eleemo- 
fynam  a  Regibus  et  Principibus  fui  foli  natalis  :  his  pecu- 
niis  ex  Hibernta  fubmiifis  emit  abbas  aream  novo  monaf- 
terio  eztruendo  commodam  ad  occidentalem  partem  Ra- 
ti&ona^ 
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<  ing  with  ftatdy  tufrclA^.  m^1s»  piUar&ftiKl  vailtt^ 

*  with  fwch  wondmful  expocljtioii,  mull  be  wh^l- 

*  ly  attributed  to  the  immcarc  iuiQS  of  niKHiey 

*  and  riches  furniftjod  for  that  p\p\^  end  by  the 
^  king  of  Ireland,  and  by  other  pr^Q^^  of  that 
?  nzi\<m(bX 

And  that  Connor  Q*Bricn  wj^  tfee  very  feupd- 
cr  of  this  abbey  is  exprefely  a^teftcd  in  the  foibw^ 
ing  paflage  of  its  records  which  imports,  *  that 

*  Chriftianus^  abbot  ofthe.Iri(h  abbeyof  St.J^fpes 

*  at  Ratilbon,  who  \ya3  a  inan  of  noble  ej^twfti- 

*  on,  being  defcended  from  the  ill|jftnoij?fi|fnily  of 
^  the  Mac  Carihyi,  after  the  trcafures  which  bad 

*  been  fent  by  the  king  of  Ireland  to  Ratifeon 

*  were  exhaufted,  and  that  his  religious  faoiily 

*  were  in  extreme  want  of  fubfifterKe,  at  tbf  fo- 

*  licitations  and  requeft  of  his  neceflirous  brc- 
^  thren,  he  came  to  his  native  country  of  beWj 

*  to  beg  for  feme  eleemofynary  iuppKcs  for  hs 
^  poor    family,  from    the   moft    Chriftian  and 

*  devout  Irilh  king  DonaJ,  and  from  the  ether 

*  princes  of  that  nation,  iince  the  above  men- 

*  tioned  king  of  Ireland,  Connor  O'Brien,  who 

*  was  the  founder  of  the  faid  abbey  of  St. 
«  Peter  and  St.  James  ^  Ratifbon,  had  been 
5  doad  for  feme  fpape  of  time  bjefore  (c).*  The 

magnificence 

(h)  Sciendum  eft  quod  nee  ante  nee  poft  tam  magnoffl 
clauftrum  tam  nobili  ftruaura  in  turribus,  parictibusi  co* 
luriMiis,  teftudimbus  tam  dto  ercaum^  paratum  ad  F" 
jjum  ficut  iUud  clauftrum,  quia  ahi^ndantia  divitiaiiwn  et 
pecuniie  Regis  Hiberniae  et  aliorum  priiicipuno  crat  m^ 

jBcnfura.  o   i     k*  Ra 

ic}  Cbriftianus  abbas  manafterii  Scotorum  S.  j*"^'^l^^?J 
•    tifbonae,  vir  nobilis,  ex  ftirpe  primaria  familiac  M^J?f™ . 
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^Hipificeiice  dnd  opaiebce  4)f  kin^  Goiiiibr,  $0 
1^  fft  his  c^nrei^dtifce  0i»i:albmce\^lcbtb^ 
fortigh  pow^rsi  of  his  tiimiy  app^c  with  ccpial 
6viddKc6  frdm  linger  |)tti&g^  of  thofe  ireoor4i 
ef  RatKbon,  v^^here  ft  is  nienuoned,.(kO  *That 
^%  a  number  of  Godiifts  and  Kni^ts  of  ^at 

*  boWtt  aind  nobifity,  aind  all  wearing  the  hdy 
'  badges  of  thecrofs^  whom  hedffpatched  awa^ 
^  to  fight  agairtil  the  infidels  in  the  Holy-land, 
^  he  feftt  an  immenfe  €|uanthy  of  ridi  pteficnis  to 

*  Ldtharius  the  Hoitiah  Ettipercor/ 

MORTOGH  O^BRIEN,  fan  of  Gonnor 
iia  Catbarach. 

Connor  na  Catharach  O'Brich,  married  Sadhb 
or  Sabla  the  dadghter  of  Connor  O'Mulfcachlin 
king  of  Meath,  by  whom  he  had  Mortogh  O 
Bricfl  the  only  fon  of  whom  we  findiany  mention 
iii  the  annals.  This  prince  upon  the^  promotion 
of  bis  uncle  Turiogh  king  of  ThOTwmd  to  the 
throne  of  all  Munfter  by  the  death  of  faid 
Mortogh'i  father  Coainor  na.  Catharach,  A.  D. 
1142^  fucceededhis  faid  qnde  in  the  ibvereignty 

of 

Hiberxna«  jam  ethaullis  thefknris  olim  Kacifbona  fubmiOis 
a  Rege  Hibemiae^  videns  fuos  tnopia  laborare  fid>{idii  hu- 
mani  rogatu  fratrum  fuorum  ut  novum  repetcrct  levamen 
acgeftatts  conceflit  in  patriam  fuam  Htbemjamy  ut  a  Rese 
Chriftianiffimo  ac  devoto  Donato  O'Brien  dido  (jam  enim 
viea  fundhis  fundator  confecrati  Petri  ct  mon^erii  S.  Jacobi 
Scotorura  Rex  Conchur  O'Brien)  ab  aliis  Hibernifls  mag- 
natibus  impctraret  eleemofynas. 

(d)  Per  magnx  nobilitatis  ac  potentise  Comites  cruce  fig« 
natos,  et  HierofolymaiB  petituro8»  ad  Lotharium  Regem 
Komanorum  ingentia  munera  mifit. 
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.  of  Thomond.  He  alvray  entertained  g^ 
friendfliip  and  birmony  with  the  faid  Turlogh, 
and  ftrongly  fupported  hi$  intereft  to  thjc  day  of 
Us  death,  not  only  againft  tus  uncle.  Teige  Gk 
king  of  Ormond,  who  waa  generally  at  variance 
with  his  brpihcr  Turlogh,  but  ajfo  ag^inft  the 
united  powers  of  Turlogh  O'Connor  and  his 
Conatianis  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  Pcrmod  Mac 
Carthy ,  and  the  Eugenians  on  the  other, 
.  The  fqllowing  Iketch  of  Mortogh'a  mOitary 
Ml  and  martial  exploits,  taken  from  the  coQciir- 
ring  teftimonies  of  the  Chronicon  Scotonim, 
Tighernlach*5  continuator  and  the  annals  of  In- 
nisfallenof  the  fingle  year  1150,  willfcrvctothe 
reader  as  a  fpecinien  of  the  reft  of  his  anions  •, 
for  in  that  year  he  reduced  the  king  of  Offory, 
and  obliged  him  to  deliver  boftages;  he  then 
laid  Waftc  the  country  of  Meath  with  fire  and 
fword,  and  brought  home  very  confiderablefpoils; 
after  which  he  invaded  Connaught,  and  broi^h^ 

:  from  thence  a  great  prey  and  many  prifoncrsof 
war.  Not  long  aft;er  that  expedition  he  marched 
into  thp  province'  of  Leinfter,  which  fuffercdthc 
like  hoftile  rigour  from  his  victorious  arms ;  it  is 
to  be  obferved  that  all  thefe  princes  ^nd  ftatcs 
were  his  and  his  uncle  Turlogh's  declared  enemies. 
Turlogh  O'Connor  and  Tiarnaq  0*Ruark  at  *c 

-  head  of  their  rcfpedtivc  forces  invaded  Munfte^'j 

;  being  fully  determined  to  take  ample  revenge  pf 
the  king  of  Thomond,  for  having  fpoiled  their 
country ;  in  this  expedition  they  were  fortunately 
joiped  by  the  Eugenians  under  the  command  pf 

^  Dermod  fon  of  Cormac  Mac  Car  thy,  at  the  foot 

of 
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of  the  mountain  called  Sliabh-Mis,  where  Turlogh 
and  Mortogh  O'Brien  gave  them  battle ;  in  which 
the  Conatians,  after. a  great  carnage  of  their  beft 
troops,  gave  ground  and  retreated  precipitately 
into  their  own  country.  Dermod  Mac  Carthy  after 
receiving  ftrong  reinforcements  from  his  tribe» 
rifqued  a  fecond  battle  with  thefe  two  O'Brien 
princes  in  the  territory  of  Ive-Connal-gabhra, 
where  the  Eugenians  received  a  fignal  overthrow, 
and  were  obliged  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  faftneflcs 
of  Ive-Eachach.  The  Dal-Caflian  princes  mak- 
ing good  ufe  of  thefe  favourable  circumftancfes, 
fpoiled  and  laid  wafte  the  entire  principality  of 
Defmond,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  Black-water  to 
Corke,  and  from  the  town  of  Lifmore  to  Brandon- 
hill  in  the  weft  of  Ireland.  Mortogh  D'Brien  in 
the  mean  time  clofely  purfued  Dermod  Mac 
Carthy  through  the  defiles  of  Mufgry,  and  thence 
to  Cinneich  near  Bandon,  which  place  he  alfo 
fpoiled  and  committed  to  the  flames. 

The  king  of  Defmond  and  the?  other  princes 
of  his  tribe  being  driven  to  thefe  great  extremi- 
ties, fent  repeated  embaflies  into  Connaught  to  beg 
Turlogh  O'Connor's  afliftance  once  more  againft 
their  and  his  enemies ;  upon  which  he  fent  his 
fon  Roderic  O'Connor  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1151,  with  a  ftout  body  of  troops  into 
Thomond,  where  they  did  great  damages,  and 
butrned  down  the  famous  palace  of  Ceanncora, 
which  the  continuator  of  Tighernach's  annals 
ftiles  the  beft  and  the  moft  celebrated  regal  feat 
of  aU  Ireland.  Soon  after  the  return  of  thefe 
Conatian  troops,  Turlogh  O'Connor  at  the  head 
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of  all  the  forces  of  his  province,  Dermod  Mac 
Murcba  with  his  Lagenjans,  Malacby  O'Maol- 
feachlin  with  the  troops  of  Meath,  and  Tiaman 
/0*Ruark  with  thofc  of  Conmbwcne  and  Teabb* 
4ha,  marched  in  one  body  io  the  afliftance  of 
Dermod  Mac  Cartby,  and  the  £ugeniaii$  into 
MunAer,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Biack-water. 
The  O'Brien  princes  after  having  greatly  haraffed 
.and  reduced  the  Eugenian  families,  took  their 
repofe  that  fame  night  at  Corke  ;  and  early  next 
morning  marched  through  Moin^Mor  northwards, 
unapprehenfive  of  the  leaft  danger,  when  they 
were  fuddenly  met  with  and  and  attacked  by  the 
united  armies  of   almoft  ail  Ireland,  and  there 
fought  the  bloody  battle  of  Moin-^Mor,  in  which 
the  celebrated  Mortogh  O'Brien  king  of  Tho- 
mond,  together  with  the  flower  of  tlic  Ihl- 
Caflian  ncJbiKty,  wcre'flain,  very  few  of  that  entire 
fcpt  either  crying  for  quarter,  or  forfakingthe 
field  of  battle;  a circumftance,  however  honour- 
able, that  did  wonderfully  weaken  their  power  in 
Munfler  for  fome  years  after  this  bloody  event. 
This  Mortogh    O'Brien  fon  of  Connor  na 
Catharach  and  king  of  Thomond,  left  two  fons, 
viz.  I.  Connor  O'Brien,  who  after  the  death  of 
his  farther,  A.  D.  1151,  asnowjrclatcd,  didno^ 
fucceed  him  in  the  principality,  as'TdgcGlcW 
of  Ormond,  by  his  right  of  fcniority  fuccccdd 
Mortogh  in  that  fovereignty,  and  left  the  princi- 
pality ciF  Orniond  to  feid  Connor  O'Brien.   Th'^ 
fmall  kingdom  he  peaceably  e4>joyed,  holding"^ 
chief  refidence  at  his    grandfather's  palace  of 

Cahir-Conchubhair,  from  the. above  yearof  n»« 
'  fathers 
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|aiber*s  death,  tb  the  year  1168,  when  immedi- 
ately after  the  death  of  Turlogh  O'Brien,  be 
claimed  his  title  to  the  fovcrcignty  of  all  Mun- 
fler  as  heir  of  Connor  na  Catharach,  and  dirc6l 
chief  of  all  the  O'Brien  race.  This  right  he 
juftly  contended  for  againft  faid  Turlogh's  eldefl: 
pn  Mortogh  O'Brien,  whom  Connor  flew  with 
his  own  hand  ;  but  he  was  foon  after  treacheroufly 
murdered  by  his  own  grand  uncle  Dermod  Fiona 
O'Brien,  fourth  fon  of  Dermod  O'Brien  and  brother 
of  Connor  na  Catharach,  as  above  remarked  aflift- 
cd  by  Malachy  0*Felan  king  of  the  Defies. 
Through  this  unhappy  cataftrophe,  this  prince  was 
the  laft  of  the  defcendants  of  Connor  na  Catha- 
rach, who  enjoyed  either  the  fovereignty  of  Tho- 
mond,  or  that  of  Ormond.  Such  of  his  family 
as  yet  remained  chief  rulers  in  the  territory  called 
Ibb'Bhid^  which  comprehended  Ara  and  Lower- 
Ormond,  being  foon  difpoffefled  by  the  children 
of  the  above  Dermod  Fionn  O'Brien,  who  were 
powerfully  and  efFedlually  affifted  by  Donal  Mor 
O'Brien  to  extirpate  that  principal  branch.  This 
Connor  O'Brien  left  a  (on  by  name  Mortogh 
O'Brien,  who  was  unhappily  ftifled  in  a  heap  of 
fnow,  A.  D.  1 181.  a.  Turlogh  O^rien,  who 
had  a  fon  called  Mahon  O'Brien,  a  young  prince 
of  great  hopes ;  his  eyes  were  inhumanly  put 
out  by  Donal  Mor  O'Brien  (the  conftant  and 
declared  enemy  of  this  family)  at  his  own  houfe 
of  Caftle-conuing,  A.  D.  1175,  as  were  alfo  the 
eyes  of  Dermod  O'Brien  fon  of  Teige  Gle,  at  the 
fame  tune.  This  faft  is  particularly  recorded 
both  in  the  annals  of  Innisfallen,  and  by  Tigher- 

nach's 
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nach*s  continuator  at  that  year.  This  Mahoir 
alfo  left  male  ifTue  of  which  I  fliall  likewife  give 
fome  general  accounts. 

TURLOGH    O^BRIER 

Turlogh  O'Brien  the  fecond  fon  of  Dcrraod 
became  king  of  Munfter,  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Connor  na  Catharach  his  eldcft  brother, 
A.  D.  1 142  ;  in  the  year  following,  he  demoliftied 
the  fortrefs  called  Ruadhbhcathach  in  Connaught, 
where  he  flew  a  great  many  Conatians,  together 
with  their  general  GioUa  Breanain  O'Murcha, 
whom  Tighernach's  continuator  ftiles  the  govern- 
or and  fuperintendant  of  Turlogh  O'Connor's 
houlhold,  and  the  moft  famous  champion  of  the 
province  of  Connaught.  In  1144,  Donogh  Mac 
Carthy  marched  with  hoftile  arms  to  Droithid- 
i-Brien  upon  the  Shannon,  where  he  flew  Donogh 
the  fon  of  Kinnedy  O'Brien;  after  which  he 
marched  into  the  Defies,  when  he  was  betrayed 
by  O'Flanagan,  and  given  up  into  the  hands  of 
Turlogh  O'Brien,  who  fent  him  loaded  with  chains 
to  Lough-Goir,  at  which  place  he  foon  after  ex- 
pired. A.  D.  1145,  ^^^  Momonian  forces  under 
Turlogh  O'Brien  made  great  depredations  in 
Connaught,  flew  Roderic  O'Flaherty,  and  made 
Teige  O'Kelly  prifoner  of  war.  Soon  after 
Morrogh  O'Maolfeachlin  and  the  people  of 
Meath,  Teabhtha  and  Conmaicnerenounccdand 
withdrew  their  obedience  from  Turlogh  Ovor 
nor,  and  proclaimed  Turlogh  O'Brien  fupr«^ 
king  of  Iheir  ftates,  according  to  the  Chronic^ 
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Scotoi-tirii.  In  the  end  of  thi9  year^  Teige  Gfe  * 
O  Brlen  was  put  irito  dole  ci()nfirtemedt  by  his 
brother  Turlogh,  liotwlthftflnding  the  mediation 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Ardrnagh,  and  the  greateft 
part  pf  the  prelates  of  Ireland  \  however  he  was 
fet  at  liberty,  and  reftored  to  the  kingdohi  of 
Ormond,  A.  D.  1146;  after  a  folemn  oath  of  his 
future  obedience,  and  the  engagiements  of  the 
clergy  in  hi% favour; 

A.  D.  il£o,  Turlogh  0  Brieft,  affifted  by 
Mortogh  O  Brien  fon  of  Connor  na  Catharach, 
totally  defeated  and  reduced  the  Eugenians,  as 
hath  been  already  mentioned  in  treating  of  the 
defcendants  of   Connor  na  Catharach.    A.  D. 

1151,  he  efcaped  by  flight  out  of  the  bloody 
battle  of  Moin  Mor  as  above  dfefcribed,  in  which 
Mortogh  O  Brien  fon  of  Connor  na  Catharach 
king  of  Thomand,  whom  the  continuator  of 
Tighernach's  annals  (tiles  the  fecOnd  in  worth 
and  dignity  of  the  Dal-Caflian  princes,  together 
with  the  principal  chieftains  of  that  martial  tribe, 
was  flain.  After  the  battle  he  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  town  of  Limerick,  whither  he  wis  clofely 
purfued  by  the  vi£tors  and  obliged  to  tanfom 
himfclf  by  paying  dbwn  two  hundred  ounces  of 
gold,  and  fixty  valuable  prefents,  and  then  deli- 
vered hoftagcs  to  Ttrlogh  O  Corinor.     A.  D. 

1 152,  Teige  Gle  O  Brien  in  opeti  contempt  Of 
his  folemn  oath,  and  of  the  facred  engagetnentg 
of  ihe  clergy^  broke  gut  iiito  public  hoflilitics 
againft  his  brother  Turlqgh,  whom  he  dethroned 
ahdbaniflicdinto  Tirone,  being  fupportcdby  the 
united  powerd  of  Turlogh  O,  Connor  king  of 
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Coomug^t,  Dermod  Mac  Muccbadha  kiag  of 
Leinfttr,  and  Dermod  Mor  Mac  Carihy  king  of 
Defmond ;  by  thefe  princes  he  was  inaugurated 
and  proclaimed  king  in  the  room  of  Turlogh 
O  Brien,  and  the  fovereignty  of  Munfter  equally 
divided  between  Teige  Gle  O  Brien  and  Dermod 
Mac  ^Cartby ;  in  the  mean  time,  Turlogh  0 
Brien  was  received  with  great  refpeft  by  Mortogh 
O  Neil  the  king  of  Tirone  and  principal  king  of 
all  Ulfter,  who  promifed  to  affift  him  with  his 
Ultonians  in  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom ;  here 
the  political  and  ambitious  king  of  Connaught 
having  now  no  longer  a  Connor  na  Catharach  to 
deal  with,  refunds  the  practice  of  his  old  maxim 
ilivide  et  impera^  in  which  he  effedlually  finds  his 
accpunt ;  and  the  O  Briens  at  the  fame  time  are 
made  woefully  fenfible,  that  the  glory,  the  dignity 
of  their  name  has  expired  with  that  great  prince, 
who  was  as  fuccefsful  in  baffling  his  adverfary  in 
the  cabinet,  as  in  beating  him  in  the  field. 

In  1 152,  Mortogh  Q  Neil,  Dqnogh  O  Carrol, 
and  Turlogh  O  Brien  at  the  head  of  all  the  forces 
of  Tirconnel,  Tirone,  Oirgial,  and  Ive-Briuin- 
Rj^eifne  matched  into  the  weft  of  Meath  to  a  place 
called  Ath-Maighnc^  where  being  met  by  Tur- 
logh O  Connor,  and  Teige  O  Brien^  a  bloody 
battle  was  fought  between  them,  in  which  the 
forces  of  Connaught  received  a  total  overthrow, 
and  nine  princes  of  that  kingdom  were.flain,  toge^ 
ther  with  nine  hundred  of  their  beft  troops;  after 
^  which  Turlogh  O  Brien  was  reinftated  in  his  king- 
dom with  full  authority,  and  Teige  Gle  had  his 
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mod  Fionn  O  Brien,  as  above  hinted.  A%  D»  ^ 
1 1 54,  Teige  Gle  pioufly  finiflied  his  life  at  Lif- 
raore.  In  ii  56,  Turiogh  0  Brien  delivered  hof- 
tages  to  Turiogh  O  Connor  king  of  Connaught, 
as  fureties  of  his  obedience.  A.  D.  I157,  ^^c 
Danes  of  Limerick  renounced  the  fovereignty  of. 
Turiogh  O  Krien,  and  acknowledged  Mortogh 
O  Neil  the  king  of  Tirone,  who  was  then  en- 
camped at  Limerick,  as  their  fupreme  king. 

In  1 165,  Tujflogh  O  Brien  retired  to  Killabe 
to  lead  a  private  and  devout  life,  and  refigned  the 
reins  of  government  into  the  hands  of  his  eldeft 
fon  Mortogh  6  Brien.  This  prince  during  his 
regency  fl^w  AulifF-mor  O  Donpghuc,  furnamed 
na  Duimfinighej  at  Brughrigh  in  the  county  of 
Limerick.  A.  D.  1166,  Turiogh  returned 
from  his  pilgrimage  and  refumed  his  authority. 
A.  D.  1 167,  Turiogh  O  Brien  king  of  all  Mun- 
fter  until  the  fatal  event  of  Moin-Mor,  but  af- 
terwards reduced  to  the  fovereignty  of  North* 
Munfter,  departed  thi$  life  in  a  penitential  and 
exemplary  manner. 

Turiogh  O  Brien,  according  to  the  Leabhar 
Irfe  of  the  Mulconncrys^  married  Raghn^iit,  the 
daughter  of  O  Fogurty,  by  whom  he  had  five 
fons,  viz.  I  Murtogh,  furnamed  na  Dun  na 
Sgiath,  who .  was  a  prince  of  great  valour,  and 
died  without  iffue.  He  was  king  of  Thomonci 
A.  D.  1165,  during  the  pilgrimage  of  his  father,' 
as  above  explained.  He  had  himfelf  proclaimed 
king  of  North- Munfter  immediately  after  his  fa-^ 
therms  death,  in  which  he  was  oppofed  and  killed 
by  Connor  O  Brien,  the  grandfon  of  Connor  na 
Oil  Z  Catharach 


Digitized 


by  Google 


59^  THE  LAW  OF  TANISTRT 

Catharach  and  king  of  Ormond,  A.  D.  1 168.  TUs 
Connor  was  killed  foon  after  by  Dermod  Fionn 
O  Brien,  his  own  grand  uncle,  affifted  by  0  Fc- 
kn^  as  above  related,  z.  Donal  Mor,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  his  brother  Mortogh  in  the  fovercignty  of 
Thomond,  A.  D.  u68;  in  which  year  he  put 
out  the  eyes  of  his  younger  brother  Tcigc^  fur- 
named  of  the  Mountain,  who  was  king  of  Or- 
mond  upon  the  death  of  the  above  Connor  0  Bri- 
en ;  and  by  that  means  became  abfolute  king  of 
North-Munfter.  He  foon  after  beqime  the  molt 
powerful  king  of  all  Munfier  ;  he  is  the  anceftor 
of  the  Thomond  branch.  3.  Brien  an  Sleibh,  or 
of  the  Mountain,  who  became  king  of  Ormond 
by  the  dcat  h  of  Connor  O  Brien  grandfon  of  Con- 
nor na  Catharach,  but  was  unhappily  difqualiiied 
from  governing  by  having  had  his  eyes  pat  out 
by  his  elder  brother  Donal  Mor  in  the  fame  year 
1 168.  4*  Derrtiod,  of  whom  we  have  no  further 
mention.  5.  Confadin,  who  was  anceftor  of  the 
family  called  Clann  Conftantine,  now  Confadins: 
after  the  death  of  his  wife^  he  became  bilhopof 
Killaloe,  and  was  prefent  at  the  council  of  Utc- 
ran  held  A.  I>.  1 1 79.  The  books  of  the  herald's 
office  and  Keating  agree  with  the  above  ac- 
count of  the  Mulconnerys  and  Mac  Bfodins,  con- 
cerning the  wife  of  Turlogh  O  Brien  ?  but  Tigh- 
ernach's  continuator  gives  us  to  uuderftand  that 
he  alfo  married  the  daughter  of  Cormac  Mac 
Carthy  king  of  Defrnond,  by  ftiling  the  faid  Cor- 
mac father-in-law  to  Turlogh  O  Brien,  A.  D. 
1138. 
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In  1 1 68,  Donal  Mor  O  Brien,  the  fecond  fon 
of  Turlogh,  was  proclaimed  king  of  Thomond 
immediately  after  the  death  of  his  eider  brother 
Mortogh  dun  na  Sgiath,  and  his  brother  Brien 
an  Sleibhe  at  the  fame  time  king  of  Ormond,  but 
Donal  foon  dethroned  him,  by  which  means  he 
became  fole  fovereign  of  Thomond  and  Ormond 
both  together,  that  is  to  fay,  of  all  North-Mun- 
fter,  as  above  explained.  A.  D.  1170,  he  had 
feveral  engagements  withRoderic  O  Connor  at  the 
expence  of  much  blood  on  both  fides,  in  all  which 
he  was  affifted  by  a  ftrong  party  of  the  Englifh 
adventurers  under  the  command  of  Robert  Fitz- 
Stephens,  who  were  fent  him  by  his  father-in- 
law  Dermod  Mac  Murcha  the  king  of  Leinfter. 
By  this  expedition  the  Englith  gained  their  firft 
footing  in  Munfter.  A.  D.  1 171,  he  paid  homage 
and  delivered  hoftages  of  obedience  to  Roderic 
O  Connor,  notwithftanding  his  alliance  with  the 
Englifli,  and  their  bafe  encourager  the  king  of 
Leinfter ;  and  in  the  fame  year  he  fwore  homage 
and  allegiance  to  Henry  the  fecond,  king  of 
England  foon  after  his  landing  at  Waterford. 

A.  D.  1 173,  Donal  O  Brien  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  of  North-  Munfter,  retracing  it  fcems 
his  homage  to  king  Henry,  broke  down  the  caftle 
of  Kilkenny,  and  deftroyed  all  the  Englifli  fettle- 
mcnts  in  that  part  of  the  country.  A.  D.  1 174, 
he  committed  great  depredations  upon  the  people 
of  the  country  called  Eoganacht-Lough-Leane, 
and  greatly  f polled  the  entire  country^  of  Kerry. 
A,D.^i75  ,DonalCavanaghfonof  Dermod  Mac 
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Murcha  the  king  of  Leinfter,  aflifted  by  a  body 
of  the.Englifli  under  the  command  of  Redmond 
IcGrofs,  and  by  Fitz- Patrick  of  Qffory,  took  the 
town  of  Limerick  by  ftorm  and  plundered  it. 
Soon  after  they  returned  a  fecond  time,  Kut  the 
Dal  Caflians  fet  the  town  on  fire  and  tlien  gave 
them  battle,  in  which  the  L.ageqians  and  Englifli 
gained  the  victory.  ,  In  the  mean  time  the  Cona- 
tians  fpoiled  and  burned  a  great  part  of  Thomond. 
After  this  Donal  O  Brien  put  out  the  eyes  of 
Mahon  foadf  Turlogh,  fon  of  Mortogh,  fonof 
Connor  na  Catharach  O  Brien,  and  of  Derrnod 
fon  of  Teige  Qle  O  Brien  at  Caftle-Conuing,  as 
above  related.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year, 
Donal  was  dethroned  from  the  fovereignty  of 
Thomond  by  Roderic  O  Connor^  who  banilhed 
himintoOrmond,  and  fet  up  in  his  place  the  fon 
of  Morrogh  O  Brien  who  was  half  brother  to 
hinafelf  the  faid  Roderic.  What  likelihood  or 
poffibility,  that  a  nation  of  fuch  a  condudt  thus 
divided  in  itfelf  could  long  fubfift  ?  As  Dr.  Le' 
LAND  juftly  obfcrves,  ■*  In  the  midft  of  intcftinc 
**  contefts  and  commotions,  Ireland  feemed  ready 
**  fo  be  fubdued  by  the  firft  foreign  invader  who 
^}  fhould  attempt  the  conqueft  of  an  inviting 
*<  country." 

A,  D.  1176,  he  made  peace  with  Rpderic  0 
Connor^  after  having  paid  him  homage  and  deli- 
vered hoftages  of  obedience.  A.  D.  1177,  Mor- 
tpgh  O  Brien,  Donal's  eldeft  fon,  made  an  alliance 
with  Miles  Cogan  and  feyeral  other  knights  who 
joinied  him  with  their  troops ;  after  which  they 
m  arched  to  Corke,  and  plundered  the  town.  Sooti 
after,  Donal  O  Brien,  with  Miles  Cqgan,  Philip 
/  Braog 
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Braos  and  other  Englifti  knights,  committed  feve- 
ral  adts  of  hoftilkies  againft  the  Etigenian  families 
and  burned  rtizny  churches  in  Defftiond.  A.  D. 
1 1 78,  Donal  O  Brien  at  the  head  of  the  entire 
Dal-Caffian  tribe,  greatly  diftrefied  and  reduced 
all  the  Eugenians,  laid  wafle  their  country  with 
fire  and  fword,and  obliged  the difperfed  Eugenians 
to  feek  for  (helter  in  the  woods  and  falbieffes 
of  Ive-Eachach  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lee, 
In  this  expedition  they  routed  the  O  Donovans 
of  Ive-Figinte  or  Cairbre  Aodhbha  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  and  the  O  Collins  of  Ive-GorinaiU- 
Gabhra  or  Lowcr-Connallo  in  the  faid  county, 
beyond  the  mountain  of  Mangartan  to  the 
weftern  parts  of  the  county  of  Corkc ;  here  thefe 
two  exiled  Eugenian  families  being  powerfully 
affifted  by  the  O  Mahonys,  made  new  fettlcments 
for  themfelves  m  the  antient  properties  of  the 
O  Donpghues,  O  Learies,  and  O  Drifcols,  to 
which  three  families  the  O  Mahonys  were  always 
declared  enemies ;  after  which  the  O  Donoghues 
tranfplanted  themfelves  to  the  borders  of  Lough- 
leane,  where  AulifF  Mor  O  Donoghue  furnamed 
Cuimfmach  had  made  fome  fettlcments  before 
this  epoch. 

In  1 184,  a  battle  was  fought  between  Donal 
Mor  and  Dermod  Mor  Mac  Carthy  king  of 
Defmond,  wherein  a  great  number  of  Momonians 
were  killed  on  both  fides ;  ^er  which  a  peace 
was  concluded  between  thein  and  their  refped^ive 
tribes.  A.  D-  1185,  he  marched  into  Connaught 
to  affift  Roderic  O  Connor  in  recovering  his 
kingdom  from  die  unnatural  ufurpation  of  his 
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own  fon* Connor  jN^onmirighc  O  Connor,  whom 
they  foon  reduced.  Rodcric  was  by  this  means 
rc-eftabli(hcd  in  his  kingdom,  and  his  fon  par- 
doned and  received  into  faVpur  once  more.  A.  D. 
1 1 88,  Don^l  M  or  and  the  faid  Connor  Maon- 
muighe  O  Connor  gained^irfignal  victory  over 
the  Englilh  under  the  command,  of  John  dc 
Courcy.  A.  D.  iipo,  a  pe^ce  was  concluded 
between  him  and  the  Eugeniafa  nobility.  A.  D. 
1192,  he  gave  the  Englifli  a  total  overthrow  at 
Thurlcs  in  O  Fogurty's  country,  and  flew  many 
knights.  A.  D.  1194,  Donai  Mor  0  Brian 
kin^  of  North-Munfter  and  principal  king  of 
the  whole  province  departed  this  life,  and  was 
folemnly  interred  iri  the  church  of  Killaloc. 

Donal  Nlor  O  Brien,  according  "to  the  Leabbar 
It{e,  (or  book  of  genealogy)  of  the  Mulconnerys, 
with  whom  the  books  of  the  berald-s  office  and 
the  Earl  of  Inchiquin*s  pedigree,  agref  \r\  this 
point,  married  Urlacam,  gr  Curled  Hair,  the 
daughter  of  Dermod  Mac  Murcha  king  of 
Lcinfter,  by  whom  he  had  nine  fons,  viz.  i. 
Mortogh  Dall,  who  was  his  father's  chief  general 
in  all  his  wars;  he  was  the  firft  that  introduced 
the  Engiifti  into  Munfter ,  A.  D.  1 1 7  7 ,  to  aft  with 
hoftile  arms  againft  the  Eugenian^ ;  notwjthftiind' 
ing  which,  the  annals  fay,  he  was  made  prifpnerby 
the  Engiifti  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  A.  D.  1 1941  ^^ 
had  his  eyes  put  out  by  them ;  he  was  ancdlorof 
a  family  of  the  O  Briens,  diftipguidied  by  the 
name  of  Clann  Mortogh  Dall,  his  chiWren  weic 
obliged  to  leave  the  principality  of  Thomond, 
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during  the  wars  of  their  uncles  for  the  fupreme 
command,  and  fettled  in  the  county  of  Iver 
Bloid. 

2.  Connor  Ruadh,  who  claimed  his  title  to 
thefovereignty  of  Thomond  and  Ormond,  imme- 
diately after  the  captivity  and  misfortune  of  his 
rider  brother  Mortogh  Dall,  and  had  himfelf  pro- 
claimed king  of  North-Munfter :  in  this  he  was 
oppofcd  by  his  younger  brother  Donogh  Cair- 
breach,  whofe  faftions  were  more  powerful  and 
numerous ;  though  we  find  in  our  annals  that  he 
made  faid  Donogh  a  prifoner,  A.  D.  1196,  and 
granted  him  his  liberty  foon  after  in  the  fame 
year ;  after  which  being  overpowered,  he  applied 
to  the  Englifh  for  their  affiftance,  who  came  along 
with  him  to  Thomond,  where  they  did  great 
damages  and  flew  many  Dal-Caifian  nobles  of 
diftinftion,  A.  D.  1197;  by  the  help  of  thefe 
fuccours  he  recovered  the  fovcreignty  of  Tho- 
mond, but  was  dethroned,  A.  D.  1 198,  by  his 
younger  brother  Mortogh  Fionn.  In  1 200,  he 
was  perfectly  reconciled  with  his  brothers,  and 
A.  D.  1 201,  he  was  killed  by  his  nephew  Mortogh 
0  Brien  fon  of  Mortogh  Dall,  who  was  alfo  af- 
piring  to  the  throne.  We  have  no  further  ac- 
count of  him  or  of  his  poftertty. 

3.  Donogh  Gairbreach,  who  contended  for  the 
fovcreignty  with  his  brother  Connor  Ruadh,  as 
abov4S  explained,  from  the  time  of  his  father's 
deatl>  till  the  year  1 198,  at  which  time  they  were 
both  obliged  to  lay  aiide  their  pretenfions,  and 
fubmit  themfelves  to  their  younger  brother 
Mortogh  Fionn.    But  Donogh  getting  into  favour 
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with  the  Englifli^  and  paying  homage  to  king 
John  of  England  at  his  firft  landing  in  Water-: 
ford,  A.  D.  1 21 1,  purchafcd  from  the  faid  king 
the  lands  of  Carrigogioniol,  together   with  its 
lordftiipv  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  lixty  marks ;  he  had  alfo  the  king- 
dom of  Thomond  granted  him  at  the  fame  tinae, 
and  all  bis  other  btothers  who  claimed  any  title  to 
it,  were  declared  ufurpers  and  enemies  to  the  faid 
king  as  fapreme  lord  of  Ireland.    By  this  poli- 
tical ftep,  Donogh  Cairbreach  foon  reduced  te 
brother  Mortogh  Fionn,  who  was  always  the  de- 
clared enemy  of  the  Englifti,  and  made  him  a 
prifoner;  but   after  folemn   promifes  of  future 
obedience  he  granted  him  his  liberty  in  the  fame 
year.    For  the  truth  of  all  thefe  fads,   fee  the 
annals  of  Innisfallen  at  the  year  121  u    In  12 14, 
be  united  his  troops  of  North-Munfter  with  the 
combined   Englifh   forces  of  the  provinces  of 
Munfter  and  Leinfter,  to  fpoil  and  lay  wafte  the 
territories  of  Defmond,  and  reduce  the  Eugenian 
families  under  the  Englilh  yoke ;  in  this  projed 
he  did  not  fucceed   to  his  fatisfadion,  for  the 
Eugenians  under  the  command  of  their  principal 
king  Dermod    Mac    Carthy    furnamed  Duna- 
droighnin,  fupported  the  war  againft  tTicm  with 
great  refolution  and  firmncfs.     But  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  by  the  inteftine 
quarrels  of  the  faid  Dermod  Mac  Carthy,  and  his 
younger  brother  Cormac  Fiona,  contending  with 
each  other  for  the  fovereignty  of  Defmond,  the 
£ngli(h,  under  pretence  of  aflifting  either  the  one 
or  the  other,  but  determitted  to  ruin  both,  flocked 
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fnto  Deftnond,  and  pUmed  thcnrfelvcsin  the  weft 
of  the  county  of  Corke,  byTxicldingja'Wfrniim-^ 
ber  of  caftles  in  different  parts  of  ibe  country  t 
the  nanocs  of  thefe  caftles  as  well  as  of  the  &tj- 
glilh  who  built  them,  are  td  be  ieen  ^  large  in  the 
annals  of  Innififallcn  at  the  yeat  1214^  1215,  &c. 
It  appears  there  was  feme  mifundcrftanding'  be^- 
tween  £aid  Donogh  Cairbreadi  and  the  Englifli 
in  fome  lime  after ;  for,   A-  D.  1^36,  Mauriec 
Fit2-Gerald,  lord  jiiftice  of  Ireland,   and   Fite* 
William  committed  great  hoftilities  in  Thonrond. 
A.  D.    1242,  Donogh  Cairbreach  O  Brien  died, 
and  was  folcmnly*  interred  in  the  church  of  KiK 
laloe.     This   third  fon   of  Donai  Mor  O  Brien 
is  the  anccftorof  the  Thomond  branch.    It  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  this  Donogh's  alliaiKe  with  the 
Englifh,  which  he  firft  entered  into  for  the  better 
fupporting  his  quarrels  againft  his  br6thers,  be-* 
came  very  fatal  to  himfelf  and  his  family.    It 
gave  the  Englifh  an  opportunity  of  difpofleft 
Cog  him  of  the  town  of  Linlerick  and  its  terri- 
tories,  by  which  rcvcrfe  of  his  fortune,  he  was 
obliged  to  fix  his  refidence  at  Cluainramhad  near 
Ennis  .in  the  country  of  Thomond  j  the  fuccef. 
fidn  in  the  fovcreignty  or  chief  command  of  that 
country  continued  however  for  fome  generations 
in  his  direct  defcendants  to  the  prejudice  of  Mor- 
togh  Dairs  pofterity ;  in  the  fame  manner,  that 
it  began  with  his  anceftor  Turlogh  fon  of  Der- 
mod,  and  continued  in  his  family  to  the  prejudice 
of  thofe  of  Connor  na  Catharacli* 
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4.  Mortogh  Eionn,  who  was  a  warlike  prince 
and  always  a  profefled  tnttny  to  the  Engtiih 
adventurers.  We  do  not  find  in  our  annals  what 
party  he  joined  during  the  dvil  wars  of  his  cider 
brothers  Connor  Ruadh,  and  Donogh  Gairbrcach; 
but  A.  D.  1 198,  he  dethroned  his  brother 
Connor  Ruadh,  who  then  had  the  afcendant,  and 
had  himfelf  proclaimed  king  of  North-Munftcr. 
He  obliged  all  his  brothers  to  give  their  aflcnt 
to  that  proclamation  and  acknowledge  him  their 
fovereign.  A.  D.  laoo,  he  marched  at  the  head 
of  the  Dal-CafEans,  his  brothers  Connor  Ruadh 
and  Donogh  Cair breach  ferving  as  officers  under 
him,  againft  the  Eugenians,  whom  he  greatly 
harralTcd,  and  flew  AulifFO  Donovan  chief  of  that 
family  wjjdi  many  others  of  the  Eugenian  nobility, 
After  w^iich  a  peace  was  concluded  between  him 
and  Donal  Mor  MacCarthy,  furnamed  naCuradh, 
king  of  Defmond,  by  the  mediation  of  Mahon 
O  H^ney  archbifhop  of  Cafhcl,  who  was  the 
pope's  legate  in  Ireland  at  that  time.  In  121 1, 
he  was  dethroned  and  made  prifoner  by  his  brother 
Donogh  Cairbreach,  alTifted  by  king  John's  forces, 
as  above  explained,  and  foon  after  fet  at  liberty 
upon  conditions  of  being  obedient  to  the  W 
Donogh.  Not  long  after,  he  became  very 
powerful  and  commenced  hoflilities  upon  the 
Englifti,  fpoiled  their  fettlements  and  flew  many 
knights;  infomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to 
apply  to  Connor  O  Hcney  biftiop  of  KiUaloc, 
to  make  peace  with  him  :  by  the  intercft  and 
rnediation  of  this  prelate,  they  even  obtained 
liberty  to  build  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Rofcrca  to 
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fcrve  as  a  barrier  againft  him  AD.  1213^  In 
the  year  following  he  was  again  obliged  to  humble 
himfelf  to  his  brother  Donogh  Cairbreach,  who 
was  powerfully  affifted  by  the  Englilh  againft  his 
intereft.  We  have  no  information  from  the 
annals  concerning  the  reft  of  his  life ;  whether  he 
made  any  efforts  for  refuming  the  fovereignty,  or 
rather  contented  himfelf  with  a  private  rank; 
but  certain  it  is  according  to  the  faid.  annals 
that  he  died,  A.  D  1239.  This  fourth  fon  of 
Donal  Mor  O  Brien  is  the  anceftor  of  a  family 
of  the  O  Briens  known  under  the  name  of  Clana 
Mortogh  Fionn  ;  they  made  fcttlements  for  them- 
felves  in  Ive-B!oid,  as  did  the  children  of  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Donal  Mor,  as  alfo  thofe  of  his 
fifth  fon  of  whom  I  (hall  now  begin  to  give  fome 
bifiorical  account. 

^.  Turlogh  Fionn,  of  whom  the  annals  give 
no  hiftory ;  but  he  left  pofterity  who  were  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  name  of  Clann  Turlogh  Fionn, 
othcrwife  called  Fionn  Bloidig.  They  had  their 
fcttlements  in  conjundion  with  the  children  of 
their  above  mentioned  brothers  Mortogh  Dal  and 
Mortogh  Fionn,  as  alfo  with  thofe  of  Dermod 
Fionn  fon  of  Dermod  king  of  Munfter  of  whom 
before,  to  the  eaft  of  the  river  Shannon  in  the 
country  thencalled  Ive-Bloid,  now  comprehending 
Ara  and  Lower-Ormond.  Of  this  entire  country 
the  defcendants  of  Turlogh  Fionn  were  the  prin- 
cipal lords  and  proprietors,  thofe  of  Dermod 
Fionn  being  the  next  to  them  in  power  of  all  thofe 
0  Brien  families  now  mentioned.  They  were 
the  chief  fupporters  next  to  the  Earl  Thomas  de 
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Clare  and  his  ion  Sir  Robert,  of  the  children  of 
Brien  Ruadh,  in  their  tcdioua  and  blood v  mt 
againft  the  children  of  Teige  Caoluifge  tor  the 
fovcrcignty  of  Thomond ;  but  when  the  viftory 
favoured  the  latter,  A.  D.  13 18,  by  the  untimely 
end  of  Sir  Robert  de  Clare  and  his  fon,  they  were 
unnaturally  and  moil  ungratefully  ufurped  upon 
and  turned  out  of  their  fettlcmentd  in  Ive-Bloid, 
both  by  Brien  fon  of  Donal,  fon  of  Brien  Ruadb, 
and  by  Mahon  fon  of  Brien,  fon  of  Donal  Can- 
nacbtach's  children,  who  jointly  made  a  conqucft 
of  the  mod  of  that  country  for  their  ownpoftcri* 
ty.  This  hiftprical  iketch  will,  I  hope,  very 
abundantly  account  to  the  reader  for  the  vaft 
number  of  O  Briens  now  Jiving  in  different  pans 
of  Ireland^  who  think  therafel  ves  derived  ham  the 
branch  of  the  above  Brien  O  Brien,  called  Mac 
i  Brien  Ara  :  not  knowing  in  the  mean  time,  that 
this  country  was  the  common  receptacle  and  place 
of  refuge  for  all  thofe  families  of  the  0  Brien 
name,  that  had  been  out  of  favour  with  the  reign- 
ing princes  or  had  any  juft  title  to  difturb  their 
own  often  ufurped  reigns^  or  to  difpute  the  fo- 
vqreignty  with  their  children ;  which  had  been 
often  the  qafe.  Nor  (hould  thofe  difperfcdO 
Brien  families  value  them fel ves  the^  lefs  for  not 
having  deduced  their  origin  from  the  above 
Erien  O  Brien,  fince  they  had  been  more  anticnt 
'  poffeflbrsof  the  country  of  Ara,   than  the  faid 

Biien,  and  confequently  entitled  in  alljufticetoa 
rank  fuperior  to  thofe  latter  pofleffors  of  Ara. 
But  we  (bould  be  the  lefs  furprifed  at  this  revolu- 
tiai;i  in  prejudice  of  the  united  defcendants  of 

Derraod 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ILLUSTRATED.  6ol 

DermodFionn  OBrien,  and  the  now  mentioned 
fons  of  Donal  Mor  O  Brien,  as  the  children  of 
faid  Dermod  Fionn  were  guilty  of  a  like  ufurpa- 
tion  upon  the  defccndants  of  Connor  na  Catha- 
rach,  as  hath  been  explained  in  its  proper  place. 
All  thefe  different  revolutions  are  very  plainly  to 
be  underftood  from  the  often  cited  annals  of 
Tighernach's  continuator,  thofe  of  Innisfallen, 
the  records  of  the  Mulconnerys,  and  John 
Magrath'shiftory  called  Cailhreim  Thoirdhelbhaig 
or  the  exploits  of  Turlogh  O  Brien  and  his 
children^  written,  A.  D.  1^9,  concerning  the 
wars  of  Thomond,  from  the  year  1267  ^^  13^8. 
We  find  in  the  faid  hiftory  of  Magrath,  that  the 
O  Donnegans,  who,  according  to  antiquaries, 
were  of  what  they  called  Earnian  defcent  and  the 
anticnt  kings  of  Ara,  were  deeply  engaged  in 
thefe  wars  of  Thomond  in  favour  of  Brien 
Ruadh's  family  ;  at  which  time  they  flill  retained 
fome  confiderable  landed  properties  and  were  held 
in  the  rank  of  dynafts  or  lords  in  Ive-Bloid ;  yet 
we  hear  no  more  of  them  or  their  poffeffions  in 
Ara,  after  the  time  thofe  they  were  fighting  for 
had  fettled  themfelves  in  that  country. 

6.  Donal  Conachtach,  fo  called  from  his  having 
been  nurfed  and  educated  in  Con  naught ;  he  left 
a  numerous  pofterity  known  by  the  name  of  Clann 
Donail  Chonnachtaig ;  their  firft  poffeffions  were 
in  the  north-weft  parts  of  the  county  of  Clare, 
of  which  Brien  the  fon  of  Donal  Conachtach 
was  poflefled,  A.  D.  1267,  when  he  and  his  bro- 
thers affitted  O  Lochlin  againft  Connor  OBriea 
furnamed  na  Siudaine,  king  of  Thomond,  of  which 
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hereafter.  At  the  firft  arrival  of  Earl  Thomas 
de  Clare  in  Thomond,  to  affift  Brien  Ruadhin 
the  year  1277,  Mahon  O  Bricn  fon  of  faid  Bricn 
andgrandfon  of  Donal  Conachtach,  joined  that 
Earl*fi  party  in  the  vara,  and  thought  proper  to 
pafs  patents  from  his  fon  Sir  Robert  de  Clare  of 
the  eilate  of  Inchiquin  with  its  appurtenances^ 
holding  his  piindpal  manfion-houfe  at  thefame 
time  in  that  ifland.  He  poflefled  a  large  traft  of 
land  in  quality  of  faid  Clare's  fiefee^  which  ex- 
tended from  the  place  called  LeimConcuUin  in 
the  weft  of  the  countj^of  Clare  all  the  way  toCill- 
Mac-Duagh.  This  Mahon  had  a  fon  called 
Donal  O  Brien,  furnamed  An  Bbcarla  from 
his  fpeaking  the  Englift  language.  But  after  the 
imtimely  end  of  his  benefadtor  Sir  Robert  dc 
Glare  and  his  fon,  as  alfo  of  faid  Mahon's  two 
fonsatthc  battle  of  Difirt-O-Dea,  A.  D.  1318, 
he  and  the  reft  of  his  family  tranfplantcd  them- 
felves  into  Ara,  as  hath  been  explained  in  the 
preceding  paragraph.  In  a  genealogical  Infh 
manufcript  copied  in  the, year  17 14,  I  find  that 
John  O  Brien  was  then  the  direft  rcprcfentative 
of  this  branch,  and  ftill  enjoyed  a  part  of  tljc 
family  eftate  which  is  called  Cluain-i-Brienin 
Ara,  where  he  refided.  And  I  am  informed,  to 
one  Kendal  O  Bricn  now  living  is  the  grandfoa 
and  heir  of  the  faid  John  O  Brien  ;  his  dcfccnt 
from  Donal  Conachtach  is  fet  down  in  the  fame 
manufcript  according  to  the  following  feriesj 
John  fon  of  Teige,  fon  of  Morrogh,  fon  of 
Mahon,  fon  of  Teige,  fon  of  Donogh,  (on  of 
Donal  Di^ff,  fon  of  Donogh  an  Ghlcanna,  fon  of 
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Mdrrbgh  Riabhach,  fon  of  Donal  GlaSj  foa  of 
Turloghi  fon  of  Brien,  fon  of  Mi^hon,  fon  of 
Brien^  fon  of  Donal  Conachtath. 

7.  Brien  furnanaed  Boirneach^  frorli  hU  having 
been  educated  at  Barren  ;  from  whom  defcended 
the  family  called  Clann  Brien  Boirnig.  8.  Con- 
nor Guafariach,  from  whom  the  Q*Briens  called 
Glann  Gonchiibhaif  Guafanaig.  $.  Dermod  Fiod- 
hnuighci  anceftor  of  the  0*Bricn  fatnily  diflin. 
guifhed  by  the  nanie  of  Glann  Dermod  Fiodh- 
nuigh.  The  annalis  of  Innisfallen  inform  us^  that 
Donal  Mor  O'Brien  had  a  daughter  by  name  Mor^ 
who  was  married  to  Gathal  Croibhdearg  king  of 
Con  naughty  (he  died  according  to  the  faid  annals, 
A.  D.  i2i7i 

DONOGH  GAIRBREACH  O^BRlEN. 

toohogh  the  third  fon  of  l)onal  Mor  O^Brien 
had  the  furname  Cairbreach,  from  his  having  been 
educated  in  the  diftridt  of  dairbire- Aodhbha  noW 
ICenry  in  the  county  of*  Limerick*  According  to 
the  Leabhar  Irfe  of  the  Mulconnerys,  with  which 
the  books  of  the  herald's*  office^  and  lord  Inchi- 
quin's  pedigree  agree  in.  this  poiiit,  he  matried 
Sadhbh  or  Sabia  daughter  to  JDonogh  0*liinnedy 
of  Ormond,  furnamed  na  f^ithchilie  from  his  Ikill 
in  playing  at  chefs.  By  her, he  had  five  fons,  viz. 
i.  Connor  na  Siudaine^  who  corhm^nced  his 
leign  immediately  after  the  death  of  his  father 
Pohogh  Gairbreacb,  A.  D.  1242.  The  annals 
do  not  furnifh  us  with  any  material  events  tranf- 
a6\ed  by  him  during  his  reign,  except  that  of  ob- 
liging the  ftates  of  Ive-filoid  and  Ormond  to  pay 
R  i  him 
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hf  m  hoitiagr  and  deliver  hoftagcft  for  thdr  ktm 
obodicncc,  A.  D.  iz66.  In  the  year  following 
he  marched  into  Barren  at  the  head  of  the  tribe 
called  Cineal  Fearmaic,  whofe  chjefs  were  the 
0*peasandthcO*Haichirs,  to  check  the  difobc- 
dknceef  the  people  of  Burren,  who  hearing  of 
-the  finall  body  of  troops  he  commanded  in  order 
to  reduce  them,  joined  themfeives  to  the  Ghildren 
of  Donal  Conacbtach  under  the  command  of 
Connor  Carrach  0*Loghlm  king  ofBurren,  and 
gave  him  battle  at  a'place  called  Siudain,  where 
he  was  killed,  A.  D.  1267;  from  which  place 
of  his  death  pofterity  gave  him  the  furname  ofna 
Siudaine ;  his  body  was  fdesnniy  interred  in  the 
abbey  of  Corcam-Ruadh,  wherein  a  grand  monu- 
ment was  raifcd  to  his  honour,  the  remains  of 
which  arc  to  be  fcen  to  this  day.  2.  Turlogb, 
who  died  without  iflue,  A.  D.  1242.  3.  Mortogh, 
4,  Dermod,  5.  Teige  Dall ;  of  all  whofe  pofte- 
rity we  find  no  mention. 

The  annals  of  Innisfallen  give  us  to  underftand, 
that  Donogh  Cairbreach  had  a  daughter  called 
Sadhbh  or  Sabia  married  to  JefFery  0*Donoghue 
prince  of  Lough-Lei  n  :  aind  that  they  were  both 
ijurned  together  with  fome  of  their  children  and 
friends  by  Fighnin  Mac  Carthy  furnamed  Ranna 
Rioii,  fon  of  Donal  Got  Mac  Carthy,  prince  of 
Carbury,  who  fet  the  houfe  on  fire  about  them, 
A.  b.  1 253.  See  the  annals  of  Innisfallen  at  that 
year.  This  laft  mentioned  Eugenian  prince,  to 
remark  it  by  the  bye,  was  the  moft  formidable 
enemy  the  EngHfli  ever  met  with  in  Munfler; 
for  befides  defeating  and  killing  great  numbers 
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oifthem  in  dBfiferent  renccnintefs,  he  demoliflied 
all  the  cJaftks  they  had  built  in  the  fouth  M^eff  part 
ofMunfter  firtcc  thieir  fitft  eftablilhment  inthofe 
parts  to  his  time. 

CC«<NOR  NA  SIUDAINE  O^BRIER 

Connor  na  Siudainfe  the  cldeft  Ton  of  Donogb 
Cairbrcach  0*iBrien^  according^  to  the  concurring 
teftimonies  o?  all  our  oiftcn  cited  genealogical  re* 
cords^  married  Mor  the.  daughter  of  Mac  Cot^, 
prince  of  Ive^caifinin  Thomond  and  anceftor  of 
the  Mac  Namara ;  by  her,  according  to  the  Mul- 
connerys,  behadthi-ee  fms^  viz.  i.  Teigp  Gao^ 
luifge,  who  wias  an  adive  and  warlikie  Jjrince  5 
be  iignalized  his  courage  in  a  pitched  battle  fought 
iagainft  the  Englilh  at  Limerick,  A.  D.  125^ ;  i« 
\vhichhegaincda  con>pleat  victory  and  (lew  mar 
ny  knightis ;  after  he  was  called  Caoluifge  frona 
bis  rcjeding  the  wages  or  fubfidy  offered  him  by 
0*Ncil  as  an  earneft  of  the  fubordination  and  obe- 
dience which  that  prince  pretended  a  right  to 
from  this  Tcige  and  other  Irifli  nobles,  convoked 
by  way  of  a  national  affembly  to  appoint  a  chief 
king  agatnft  the  Edglifh^  at  a  place  called  CaoU 
uifge  in  Ulfter;    He  died  before  his  father^  A. 

a.  Brien  Ruadh^  who  wjw  folemnly  inaugu-^ 
rated  and  proclaimed  king  of  Thomond  immedvr 
ately  after  the  death  of  his  father^  A*  D.  126^^ 
which  he  enjoyed  without  the  leaft  controul,  or  dif- 
tontentonthe  part  of  his  fubjedts  until  the  year 
iz^1S  'f.  at  which  time  he  was  dethroned  by  his  ne- 
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phew  Turlogh  fon  of  Tcigc  Gaoluifge  affiftcdby 
the  two  powerful  fadtions  of  Clann  Cuitean  whofc 
chiefs  were  the  Mac  Namaras,    and  of  Cincal 
Fcarmaic  whofc  chiefs  were  the  0*Deas.    After 
his  dethronement  he  fled  to  Corke,  and  there  be- 
llowed upon  the  Earl  Thomas  dc  Clare,  com- 
mander of  the  Englifli  forces  in  Munfter,  and 
upon  his  heirs  by  a  folemn  aft,  all  that  part  of 
Thomond  which  extends  from  Limerick  to  the 
place  called   Alh-^Solais,  in   confideration  of  bis 
coming  at  the  head  of  his  Englifli  troops  to  rein- 
ftate  him  in  his  kingdom.     A.  D.  1 277,  Thomas 
dc  Clare  marched  to  his  aflrftance,  and  having 
rc-cftabliflicd  Bricn  in  his  kingdom  of  Thomond, 
he   built  a  ftrong  caftlc  at  Bunratty,  and  then 
fpoiled  the  country.     Turlogh  O'Brien  aflifted 
by  his  own  friends  in  Thomond  and  by  the  Burks, 
the  0*Kellys,  and  the  0*Madagans  from  Con- 
naught,  gave  them  both  battle  on  the  plain  called 
Magh-Grefain,    where  Clare  and  Brien  Ruadh 
were  defeated  after  a  great  flaughter  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  among  whom  Clare's  own  brother-in-law, 
the  fon  cf  Fitz-Maurice  of  Kerry,  loft  bis  lif«. 
The  Earl's  wife  and  father-in-law  provoked  at 
this  lofs,  obliged  Clare  to  put  Brien  Ruadh  to 
death  for  his  having  been  the  occafion  of  the  bat- 
tle.   This  treacherous  and  ungrateful  aft  was  in- 
ftantly  perpetrated  by  the  Earl,  at  his  own  caftlc 
of  Bunratty,  A.  D.  1277.     3.  Mortogh  of  whofe 
pbfterity  we  have  no  account. 
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Brten  Ruadh  the  fecond  Ton  of  Connor  na  Sia-^ 
daine^  according  to  the  Mulconnerys,  bad  five 
fons,  viz.  I.  Donogh  who  difputed  the  fover* 
eignty  of  Thoniond  after  the  murder  of  his  father, 
A.  D.  1277,  agatnft  Turlogh  O^Brien;  but  h« 
was  toon  after  driven  to  the  ncccffity  of  applying 
to  Donal  Mor  Mac  Carthy  king  of  Defmcmd  to 
become  mediator  in  his  favour.  Donal  complied 
with  his  requeft,  came  with  h'un  in  perfon  to 
Thomondy  and  obtained  for  him  the  weft  half  of 
that  whole  country,  while  his  colleague  Turlogh 
chofethe  eaft  moiety,  A.  D.  1280.  He  wjps  not-- 
withftanding  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Connaught^ 
A.  D.  1282 ;  but  returning  the  fame  year,  he 
furprized  Turlogh*s  forces  in  their  camp  at  Sliabh^ 
Eibhle,  where  he  Hew  many  of  his  nobles  and 
men,  by  which  aftion  he  recovered  his  divifion 
of  the  country  of  Thomond^  as  before.  A.  D. 
1283,  ^^  ^^^  furprized  in  his  turn  by  "turlc^ 
and  his  party,  and  while  he  was  bravely  fighting 
againft  numbers,  his  horfe  being  killed  under  him 
on  the  banks  of  the  Forgus,  by  this  fatal  accident 
he  was  plunged  into  that  river  and  drowned,  a. 
Mortogh.  3.  Donal,  who  was  anceftor  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Mac  i  Brien  Ara.  4.  Teige  Ruadh.  g^ 
Turlogh  who  was  baniftied  from  Ennis  by  the 
fons  of  Teige  Caoluifge,  A.  D.  1 284,  and  died 
in  1305.  Magrath*s  hiftory  mentions,  that  Brien 
Ruadh  had  another  fon  called  Brian,  who  greatly 
htrraffed  the   adverfe  party,   A.   D.  131 1,  and 
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brought  away  confiderabk  fpojls  from  TearmQa 
Cronain eaftward  of JifchJQuin  mrthefeiiie  year. 

The  above  Ponogh  cldeft  fo|i  of  Brien  Ruadh 
had  feoriboB,  vicL  :i.  Deraiod  who  ^ai  krpg  of 
3}&bition49  A.D.  13^11 ;  in  the  j%or  hirfpceitfait 
qsodt  bring  aififted  by  Sir  Robert  de  Oare,  Ik 
Jiad  i^educed  the.Q^Dras  and  tbe  rO^Oradyi,  mid 
«A)li{ged  jtfaem  4iqd  their  refptfdllve  fi9t^'  to  affift 
iMmiajgaiiift  his  amagonift  DmogheSdeft  fcnof 
Tuilogh  O^BricQ  tbe^  t^gni^  king  <rf  Tbo- 
tncmd.  >In  igiiiy  he  iand  Sir  Robert  deCtart 
li^i^ht  a  iAoaiy  battle  agaioft  faid  Doiiogh 
O^Brien  and  Richard  de  ^urk  of  Conna^i^,  near 
i<he  aiftlc  of  Bunratty^  where  faid  Ridwrddc 
9vi»k  ^6  niade  a  prifoneraQd  a  oomfdete  ridorj 
^ined  over  his  fxtn^.  After  ibis,  Dermod 
turned  the  rcftdenee  of  Donogh  0*Crien  «t 
•Chwwamhad,  and  aft^  the  twurder  of  feid  Do- 
tiogh  in  that  year,  he  was  inaugiirattd  and  fro- 
i<Mmed  king  of  Thomond.  He  then  baniibed 
Mortogh  O^Brien  faid  Donogh'a  brother  ift  Con- 
. naughty  who  rmide  fevei^l  bold  eA^mpt$  to  f^ 
trievghis  affairs  in  Tho(wond,  but  was  always 
repiilfcd  with  great  lofs  by  this  prince.  Dcrmod 
.O'Brien  died  in  the  year  45 12,  beii)g  Acufote 
king  of  all  Thomond ;  ^.  Mahcm  Dpfin?  ?• 
-^cige ;  theife  two  princes  w«rc  niade  prifoncrs  of 
War  by  Mac  Con  Mam,  and  confined  in  one  of 
Richard  de  Burk-$  caflles  in  Connawght,  A.D. 
151 1  ;  4.  Connor  an  Fbafaig,  Who  wa«treachc- 

'iDufly  kilted  by  the  Englffli,  A.   t).  r^og^  (• 
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Mortogh  Oatbh,  virbo  vrzs  ilain  together  wU^4l|s 
brother  die  above  Tcige  at  the  t)attle  of  tfafe  ab- 
bey ofCorcamnwdh,  A.  D.  1317. 

Donal  the   third.   Ton  of  Brien  Ruadh,  had  . 
dxreefons,  aco(»rdingto  the  Mac  Brodins  aiKi  the 
Mulconnerys ;    viz.  i.    Donogh,   a  brave  aitd 
warlike  prince,  who  immediately  after  the  deaih 
of  his  coi^n  gei;man,  the  above  Derrnod  king  of 
Tbomond,  fought  the  battle  of  Tulagh-O-Dea, 
A.  D.   1 3 13,    ag^inft  l!he   forces   of  Mortogh 
CyBrien,   affifted  by  the  Burks,  the  CKelly^, 
and   the   O^Madagans   of  Comiaught,  together 
with  the  Butlers  and  Cummins  of  the  province  of 
Munfter.     Bot  being  unprovided  againft  that 
battle,  hewasfoon  routed,  together  with  his  bro- 
ther   Brien,  to   Bunratty.    Not    long    after  he 
gained  the  afcendant  in  ThonK>nd,  and  bani(hed 
Morto^  O'Brien  and  his  brother   and   al4  their 
party  a  fecond    time  into    Connaught.     After 
which  he  was  folemnly  inaugurated  king  of  Tho- 
mond  on  the  plain  calted  Ms^h-Adhair,  A.  B. 
1313-    It^  the  year  following,  by  the  poweifial 
mediation  of  the  Burks  and  Burial,  as  well  as  the 
O'Kellys  and  other  Irilh  Conatian  princes,  h^  di- 
vided the  kingdom  of  Thomond  into  two  equal 
parts,  whereof  he  ceded  the  eaft  divifion  to  Mor^ 
togh  O'Brien.     In  the  end  of  the  year  13 15,  af- 
fifted by  Sir  Robert  de  Clare,  he  banilhed  Mor- 
togh a   third  time  into  Connaught,  fo  that  Do- 
npgh  becanK  again  fole  and  fupreme  king  of 
Thomond.    But  being  forfaken  foon  after  by  Sir 
Robert  and  fome  of  his  bed  In(h  friends,  he  was 
in  his  turn*  banifhed  out  of  Thomond.     Ih  this 
4iitref|of  his  aflairs  towards  the  end  of  the  fame 
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ye^r,  he  went  into  the  province  of  UCftcr  to  dc^ 
iire  the  afiiftance  of  Edward  Bruce,  brother  to 
the  king  of  Scotland,  ^ho  was  then  comnHtting 
violent  adts  of  hostilities  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 
.  rous  army  in  UUlcr.     That  Scotch  invader  did 
.  not  think  proper  to  come  with  Donogh  this  year, 
but  upon  hisfecond  dcfcent,  A.  D.  1316,  the  fold 
Donogh  conduced  him  to  Caihel,  and  thence  to 
Aonach,  and  after  that  to  Callle-Conuing.  Near 
this  place  the  troops  of  Mortogh  0*Brien,  aflifted 
by  the  Englifli,  hindered   their  paffege  over  the 
Shannon.     Tl^is  check  joined  with  otljer  circum- 
flances  determined  Edward  Bruce  to  return  to 
Ulfter,  leaving  Donogh  O'Brien  and  his  friend^ 
tolbift  for  tbcmfelves.     A.  D.  131 6,  Donogh 
^  Vras  taken  intp  favour  again  by  Sir  Robert  de 
Clare  for  political  reafons,  and  by  that  means  re- 
ftored  to  his  weftcrn  moiety  of  the  fovereigntyof 
Thomond.     He  was  flain  at  the  bloody  battle  of 
the  abbey  of  Coi  camxuadh,   fought  againft  him 
by  Psrmod  O'Brien,  the  brother  of  Mortogh,  to: 
gether  with  his  (on  Brien  Bearra^  and  almoftali 
thedefcendants  ofBrienRuadh^  A.  D.  1317-  It 
}$  particularly  remarked   in   Magrath's  hiflory, 
out  of  which  I  have  taken  all  the  above  accounts 
pf  Brien  Ruadh  and  his  family,  that  this  prince 
fell  by  the  hands  pf  Feidhlim  an  Oinig  O'Connor 
prince  of  Corcamjruadh,  who  joined  the  party  of 
Mortogh  0*Brienandhis  brother  Dermod  againft 
him,  notwithflanding  his  quality  of  fubjeft  ortri- 
butary  dynaft  to  faid  Donogh  O'Brien,  as  his 
country  was  comprehended  in  the  weft  dirifionof 
TJioiiioncJ. 
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gt.  BrienkingofThomond,  who  wascolleague 
and  CO- partner  with  his  broths  in  all  the  ditTerent 
revolutions  and  changes  of  his  fortune,  as  hath 
been  now  explained.  But  he  very  happily  fur- 
vivcd  the  batde  of  the  abbey,  wherein  he  perforni- 
ed  great  ^exploits.  In  131 8,  being,  ailifted  by 
0*Carrol  king  of  Eile,  he  gave  battle  to  the  unit- 
ed forces  of  Moi^ogh  O-Brien,  Sir  William  Burke 
of  Connaught  and  the  Butlers  ofOrmond,  whom 
he  put  to  flight,  and  gained  a  complete  victory. 
After  this  battle  he  gained  ground  in  Thomond, 
and  commanded  the  Irifti  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Difirt-O-Dea,  in  which  Sir  Robert  de  Clare  was 
killed  by  the  hands  of  Connor  0*Dea  prince  of 
that  country,  and'  faid  Sir  Robert's  (on  by  the 
above  Feidhlim  an  Oinig  O^Connor,  and  the  vic- 
tory favoured  Mortogh  0*Brien  and  his  party. 
In  the  fame  year  this  Brien  0*Brien  and  Mahoh 
the  grandfon  of  Donal  Ponnaftath  O'Brien  made 
aponqueft  and  fettlement  for  themfclvesand  their 
children  in  the  country  of  Ara,  and  expelled  the 
O'Briens  called  Fionh  Bloidig,  who  had  been 
their  conftant  friends  and  fupporters  during  thefe 
tedious  wars,  as  above  explained.  In  which  un- 
dertaking they  were  favoured  and  affifled  by 
Mortogh  O'Brien,  with  a  view  to  remove  his  moft 
formidable  enemies  to  that  diflance  from  his 
own  quarters.  The  chiefs  of  the  family  of  this 
Brien,  fecond  fon  of  Conal  third  Ton  of  Brien 
Ruadh,  have  ever  fince  been  ftiled  Mac  i  Brien 
Ara,  from  the  name  of  that  prince. 

The  Mulconnerys  give  us  the  following  genea-^^ 
logical  account  of  this  Brien  anil  his  chief  defcen- 
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ikiits  and  ^eir  wivios,  riz.  Margartet  <tbe  daogh- 
ter  of  Turlo^  Dt^Mftc  Mahon  ^u  ^  wife 
ofPonal  O^Brien  and  mother  oftbenow  jQe&- 
"lioncd   Brien   O'Brien.    Brien^s    wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Hcairy  Burk,  by  whom  be  htd  Mor- 
/Tbgh  Na  Rekhinidh^.    Morro^  mimed  Mor 
the  daughter  ©f  0*Kmhedy^  k^  whom  he  had 
Turk)^    Turtogh  married  Onora  the  daughter 
.0f  Barry  Oge^  by  whom  he  bad  T^ge.   Tdgc's 
wife  is  not  nraiitioiied »  his  fon's  name  was  DoiuJ 
Mor^  whofc  fon  by  name  Mortogh  Caocb  bad  a 
ifon  called  Turbgh,  wlf^  wasdifiinguUhedbythe 
title  of  Mac  i  Brien  Ara,  avid  chirf(^  that  branch. 
iHe  married  Mor  an  Uabhair  O^Carrol  daughter 
cf  Donoghibnof  John  0*Csrrol  of  Muiriartagb, 
by  whom  he  had  five  fons^    anioi^  whom  he 
ma<k  the  following  gavd  of  his  lands  of  Ara  ac* 
cording  to  the  Muioonnerya,    viz.  i.  Dotw^ 
who  died  before  his  father  jM'left  no  makiffuc 
having  but  one  daughter,  had  noftisre  in  the  ga- 
vel. 

».  Mortogh,  who  was  ftilcd  Mac  i  Brien  Ara 
.^nd  chief  of  that  branch-  He  poffeffed  fevcral 
caflles,  among  which  was  that  of  Capetown 
whereat  the  chiefs  of  the  family  always  refided,as 
^^ifo  the  caftleofCahir-Conchdbhair^  formerly  one 
of  the  Regal  (tus  of  Connor  Na  Catharacb  as 
?bpve  mentioned,  and  the  cafthrof  Moinraadbani 
thccaftleof  jp^lacc,  together  with  all  their  lands 
and,appurtenanees.  The  Mulconnerys  ftilc  this 
Mortogh  bifliop  of  Killaloe ;  and  in  cfFca  we  find 
that  his  temporal  power  and  influence  engaged 
i^nttn  llizabcth  to  attach  him  to  her  own  int^ 
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mh(^ei  revenues  he  ^to^ed  accordiogio  &r  James 
Wwe  fam  the  year  15^0  to  161 3.  Mr.  Lodge 
jgives  the  following 'further  accoviat' of  Jibis  firi): 
proteftant  bilhopof  KiUaloe  and  his  defcendants ; 
viz.  That  lie  married  Slaine  daughter  to  Lord 
|nchiquin  and  left  Sir  Twlogh  his  heir,  John  who 
<fcd  cbildicft,  and  thr«e  daughters.  SirTurlogh 
^ac  i  Brien  Ara  was  advanced  to  the  dignity 
ttf  a  baronet  by  patent  from  king  James  Afe  firft^ 
i&ttli  February,  16^5,  and  died  without  tffue  in 
ifSstS.  His  wife  was  filler  to  Danid  O^Brien  of 
Annagh.  He  left  three  fifters  hts  coheirs,  viz. 
Oi^rz  married  to  Lewis  Walfli,  Eftj;  Margaret 
to  Thomas  Tyi^ell,  CJent.  ^nd  Mor  Ny  Brien  to  v 
— — ^-^ —  Butler,  to  all  ^om  a  fpecial  Hvcry  was 
gratYted  of  their  inheritance  2 2d  May,  1629. 
iidr.  Lodge  ^ves  no  account  of  this  bifliop's  an- 
ceftors,  m>r  of  the  fucceeding  chiefs  of  the  family 
pf  Ara  to  the  prefent  time. 

3.  Turlogh  Carrach,  who  poffcflcd  the  caftle 
of  Bealanatha  andthatof  Cnocan-an-Einfinn  to- 
gether with  th^r  appurtenances.  4.  Teige  Na 
BuJle  whopoffeffed  the  cattle  of  Cill-Colmain  and 
h*s  ^urtenances.  5.  Morrogh  an  Tuagh,  who 
poffeifed  the  caftle  of  Tuath-Eafagreine  and  it*s 
appurtenances.  Thefe  three  laft  mentioned  bro- 
thers were  bound  to  pay  all  kind  of  homage  and 
•obedience  to  Mortogh  their  elder  brother,  and 
depend  on  him^for  protection  of  their  rights 
againft  then*  enemies.  The  fame  records  of  the 
Mulconnerys  take  notice,  that  this  was  the  third  , 
gavel  or  divifion  that  had  been  made  of  the  pri  nci- 
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ptlity  of  Ara  from  the  firfl  conqucft^of  tbat  cow* 
try  by  the  above  firien  CBmn,  grandfon  of  firb 
Ruadh  to  the  time  of  this  TmrloghO^Briea  and 
Ms  children  now  mentioned. 

TURLCX5H  O'BRIEN. 

The  father  of  this  prince,  who  was  Teigc 
Gioluifge  the  eldeft  fon  of  Connor  Na  Siudaine, 
according  to  the  Mulconnerys,  married  FionQ- 
duala,  or  Fairhaired,  daughter  to  Kinnedy  O'Brien 
fourth  fon  of  Kinnedy,  who  was  the  fifth  (on  of 
Morroghfurnamedof  theSteed$,of  whom  above 
in  the  reign  of  Donogh  O'Brien.  The  carl  of 
Inchiquin's  pedigree  makes  her  FionDuala  dx 
daughter  of  Kinnedy,  without  mentioning  his 
furname,  which  would  lead  one  into  the  error  of 
thinking  him  an  O'Kinnedy.  The  books  of  the 
Herald's  office  juftly  call  her  Fionnwola  dau^ter 
to  Kinnedy  fon  of  Kinnedy  fon  of  Morrogh  an 
lona  (rather  Na  Neach)  O'Brien. 

This  Fionnduala  O'Brien,  according  to  our 
Leabhar  Irfe  of  the  Mulconnerys,  bore  twofons 
for  Tcige  qaoluifge  O'Brien,  viz.  i.  Turlogh 
from  whom  the  hiftory  of  John  Magrath,  enlittai 
Caithrcim  Thoirdbealbhaig,  pr  the  exploits  of 
Turlogh,  takes  it's  name,  as  already  fignified. 
A.  p.  1276,  being  encouraged  and  afliftcdby 
his  friends  and  foftcrers,  he  dethroned  his  own 
uncle  Brien  Ruadh  king  of  Thomond,  which 
prcumftance  gave  the  firft  footing  to  the  Engli'^ 
in  that  pringpality,  as  appears  from  the  prcced" 
jng  account.    After  the  unhappy  death  of  his 

campctitof 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


I  L  L  II  S  T  R  A  T  £  D.  6511 

competitor  Donogh  fon  of  Brien  Ruadh,  A.  D. 
1283,  he  became  folc  prince  and  fovercign  of 
Thomond  j  banilhed  faid  Donogh's  brother  Tur- 
logh  Oge  out  of  his  feat  at  Innis-An-Laoi,  and 
built  a  caftle  in  the  fame  place,  A.  D.   1284, 
In  the  year  following  he  fpoiled  and  laid  wafte 
the  entire  diftridt  of  Tradaruighe  with  fire  and 
fword  from  the  river  Shannon  to  the  fea  Ihorc 
and   from   Tiobraid-Na-Huinfion    to  the  very 
walls  of  Bunratty ;  that  is  to  fay,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  poffeflions  of  the  Englifti  in 
Thomond  in  thofe  days.     A.  D.   1287,  he  gave 
battle  to  the  earl  Thomas  de  Clare  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  EngliQi  of  the  province  of  Mun- 
fter,  whom  he  flew  together  with  Gerald  Fitz- 
Maurice,  Sir  Richard  TaafFe,  Sir  Richard  Dc- 
ceiter.  Sir  Nicholas  Feling,  after  a  general  flaugh- 
ter  and  dcroute  of  the  Englifti  fubaltern  officers 
and  common  foldiers.     A.  D.  1 304,  he  received 
hofiages^  from  the  different  Irifli  princes  of  all 
North- Munfter,    and   broke  down  the  Ehglifti 
caftles  of  Cathair-Cinnlis,    Inis-Aulitie,   Fiodh- 
Mogam,   Magh-Nailbh,  Bealach-Eachaille,   and 
Galbally,  and  put  the  different  garrifons  to  the 
fword.     A.  D,  1305^  he  laid  a  clofe  blockade  to 
Bunratty,  drew  lines  of  circumvallation  round  the 
caftle,  and  erc^Sled  a  bridge  of  timber,  which  ex- 
tended over  a  neck  of  the  fea  for  the  commodious 
battering  of  the  faid  caftle,  and  would  have  foon 
obliged  Sir  Robert  de  Clare  faid  earl's  fon  to  fur- 
render,  had  he  not  offered  htm  his  own  condi- 
tions of  peace.    A.  D.  1306,  he  died  it  his  caf- 
tle of  Innis-An-Laoi  and  was  folemnly  interred  in 
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the  abbey  of  that  place,  whicb  be  bad  Mkmi 
long  before. 

2.  Donald  who  wai  d  princ^i  of  great  ifialouf 
and  well  ikilled  (n  the  art  of  war.  A.  D.  1)76. 
be  fought  the  battle  cif  the  Abbey  of  Clare  againfi 
Mahon  O^Brieh  the  grand  fon  of  Donal  Coti- 
iiachtach  and/ the  tribe  called  Cineal-Dongaikf 
wbofe  chief  was  O'Gtrady,  and  defeated  tteni 
very  fignally.  In  the  year  following  he  furpriod 
and  defeated  the  Englifh  auxiliaries  who  were 
conning  to  the  aid  of  the  Earl  Thomas  deCIart 
for  whom  he  waited  a  confiderable  time  at  tte 
entrance  of  a  wood  called  Goitt-Drurn^^  by 
which  oieana  he  baffled  the  fchemes  of  thst  Etrt^ 
and  obliged  him  for  his  own  fecurity  to  rbnounc^ 
the  intereft  of  hisfavoiNriteDonogby  ftmof  Do^ 
third  fon  of  Brim  Ruadh^  and  even  to  banifli 
that  prince  into  Defmood.  He  was  vMlanou^ 
flabbed  with  a  poignard  in  time  of  peace  by  an 
English  foidier  bebnging  to  the  ganrifon  dl  the 
caftte  of  Quinhie,  A.  D.  laSo.  Thehiftoiyo^ 
Magrath  mentions  that  be  had  a  fon  who  dtflin^ 
guifhcd  himfdf  in  thefc  wars.  We  have  nei 
&nrther  accounts  concerning  him  or  his  poikHy* 

DONOGH  O'BRIEN,  MORTOGH  O^BRIEK, 
afid  DERMOD  O'BRIEN,  king$  of  Thomooi 

The  above  Turlogh  0*Brien  the  ddeft  fonof 
Teige  Caoluifgc  and  father  of  tbcfe  princes,  marrn 
ed  Sadhbh  or  Sabia  the  daughter  of  Philip  fon  of 
Giolla  Caoimhgin  O'Kinnedy^  according  to  the 
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Letbhar  kfe  of  the  Mulconnerys.  The  books 
of  the  herald's  office  call  her  Sadhbh  or  Sabina 
daughter  of  GioUa  Caoimngin,  fon  of  Kinnedy 
O'Brien.  The  Earl  of  Inchiquin's  pedigree 
makes  Orlaith  daijighter  of  Donal  Mor  Mae 
Carthy  his  wife,  and  the  mother  of  the  above 
Mortogh  L  and  I  have  feen  another  pedigree  writ- 
ten in  Irilh,  which  affigns  him  as  wife  and  mother 
of  the  faid  Mortogh,  the  daughter  of  Cumheadha 
Mor  Mac  Namara.  The  Mulconnerys  mention^ 
that  Tiirlog^  O'Brien  had  five  fons  by  the  above 
named  daughter  of  O'Kinnedy,  viz.  t.  Donogh 
who  was  inaugurated  king  of  Thomond,  at  Magh- 
Adhatr  foon  after  the  death  of  his  father,  A.  D« 
1306.  In  1309,  he  defeated  the  forces  of  Der* 
mod  fon  of  Donogh,  fon  of  Brien  Ruadh  and 
thofc  of  the  O'Briens  of  Ive-Blo'id,or  Ara,  and 
flew  Donal  O'Grady  chief  of  the  tribe  called 
Cineal-Dong^ile,  with  fome  other  nobles  of  dit 
tindWon ;  after  which  he  marched  to  the  affiftance . 
of  Sir  Richard  de  Burk  in  Connaught,  and  render- 
ed him  great  fcrvices  in  reducing  the  Clann*Muir- 
chertaigs  and  Fianachtys,  and  fpoiling  their 
country.  In  131 1,  after  his  defeat  near  the  caftle 
of  Bunratty,  and  the  taking  of  his  good  ally 
Richard  de  Burk  prifoner  at  the  fame  battle,  her 
foon  after  rallied  his  troops,  and  marching  to  take 
revenge  of  his  enemy  the  above  Dermod  for  this 
defeat  and  burning  his  palace  of  Clotiramhad,  he 
was  inhumanly  murdered  at  a  place  called  Glcann- 
Caoin  by  Morrogh  O'Brien  furnamed  Mainchin 
fon  of  Mahon,  fon  of  Brien,  fon  of  Donal 
Conachtach  who  was  one  of  his  own  generals,  and 
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td  whofc  fidelity  he  moftly  confided.  Xhe 
Leabhar  Irfe  informs  us^  that  he  had  beftowed  the 
revenues  of  his  principality  for  ond  year  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  poor  friars  of  the  abbey  of 
Ennis  ^nd  for  enlarging  and  adorning  the  faid 
abbey. 

This  Donogh  0*Brlcn  the  eldcft  fon  of  Tor- 
logb,  had  a  fon  called  Brien  O'Brien,  who  was 
not  powerful  enough  to  vindicate  his  right  to 
the  (bvereignty  of  Thomond,  either  fbr  himfelf 
or  his  children,  after  the  long  reigns  of  his  two 
oindcs.Mortogh  and  Derrtiod  O'Brien,  hereafter 
to  be  accounted  for.  He  was  anceftor  of  the 
O'Brien  families,  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of 
Siol  Briain  na  Gceall,  and  Glean  na  Caoin ;  thefe 
two  branches  of  Donogh's  pofterity  I  find  are  (till 
fubfifting,  ^ough  in  an  obfcure  and  indigent 
roanner,  having  long  fince  been  deprived  of  their 
-eftates  by  the  general  misfortune  of  the  times. 
As  tljefe  O'Briens  conftitute  the  direct  line  of  the 
Thomond  branch  defcending  from  Teige  Cao- 
Juifge,  I  therefore  have  cau(ed  particular  enquiries 
to  be  made  in  the  county  of  Clare  concerning  the 
O'Briens  of  this  line,  and  whetlrcr  any  reputed 
reprefentative  or  chief  of  the  whole  family  may 
•ilill  exift.  After  the  flrifleft  refcarches,  I  hate 
lately  recieived  the  folJowing  information  from  a 
perfon  of  undoubted  veracity  and  credit^  ^s  well 
as  knowledge  in  genealogical  affairs^  viz.  that 
Mortogh  O'Brien  whom  my  informant  perfdnally 
knew,  and  had  lately  fpoken  to  at  Gkann-Caoin 
}n  the  county  of  Clare,  is  the  undoubted  and  true 
.reprefentative  of  the  O'Briens  of  Gieann- Caoin ; 
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ftttd  that  be  has  a  Ton  by  name  Donogh  O  Briei), 
who  now  oir  lately  Uved  in  Dublin,  in  rather  a 
low  than'^n  opulent  condition;  that  the  faid 
Mortogh*s  father  was  Connor  O  Brien  the  fon  of 
Donogh,  whofe  father  Was  Brien  fon  of  Connor 
O  Brien,  who  waS  the  laft  poffeffor  of  the  family 
eflate  of  Gleaiin-Caoin,  and  whofe  genealogy  is 
recorded  in  ^veral  old  mantifcripts  now  in  my 
pofleffion  ^  wherefore  the  whole  pedigree  tsf  the 
above  Mortogh  and  his  fon  Donogh  ttaced  up  to 
Tcige  Caoluifge  proceeds  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing feries  ;  Donogh  O  Brien  fon  of  Mortogh 
(both  now  living)  fon  of  Conrlor,  fon  of  Donogh, 
fon  of  Brien,  fon  of  Connor^  fon  of  Brien,  fon  or 
Connor^  fon  of  Brien ^  fon  of  Mortogh^  fon  of 
Turloghj  fon  of  Brien,  fon  of  Donogh  king  of 
Thomond^  ekieft  fon  of  Turlogh  fon  of  Teige  Ca-^ 
oluifge.  1  am  aifo  well  informed,  that  feverul 
particular  pcrfons  of  th^t  (^thtx  branch  of  Donogh*s 
pofterity  which  were  called  thcOBriensof  Dteall^ 
do  ftill  exill  in  the  faid  county  of  Clare. 

a.  The  above  Mortogh,  anceftor  of  the  laft 
Princes  and  Earls  of  Thomond,  who  after  the 
unhappy  death  of  ,his  elder  brother  Donogh 
O  Brien^  was  fupported  by  Fit2- William  de  Burk 
in  the  fucceffion  to  that  principality,  and  inaugu- 
rated at  Magh-Adhaii,  A.  D.  1311,  but  not  being 
able  to  withftand  the  power  of  Dermod,  grandfon 
of  Brien  Ruadh,  he  j|pd  for  refuge  into  Burkes 
country,  as  has  becri^  before  explained.  A.  D. 
131a,  he  obtained  -an  equal  divifion  of  the 
country  of  Thomond  from  faid  Dermod  by  the 
ii^erell  of  his  faid  allies,  and  after  the  deniife  of 
S  f  hia 
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his  colleague  in  the  fame  year,  he  became  very 
powerful.  A.  D.  1 3 1 3,  he  defeated  the  forces  of 
Donogh  and  Brien  O  Brien  the  grandfons  of 
Brien  Ruadh  at  Tulach-O-Dea,  where  Morrogh 
Maincin  O  Brien  the  affaffln  of  his  brother 
Donogh  was  (lain  by  the  O  Kellys  of  Connaught 
his  auxiliaries.  Notwithftanding  this  vidtorybc 
was  foon  after  forced  to  quit  Thomond.  In 
1 3 14,  he  was  greatly  harraffed  in  feveral  (kirmilhcs 
by  the  Englilh  of  Ormond ;  after  which  he  was 
gcneroiffly  entertained  by  the  Burks  and  the 
O  Keirys  of  Connaught,  arid  returning,  A.  D, 
J  3 14,  he  burned  the  Englilh  town  of  Bunrattyto 
the  ground  except  the  caftle ;  but  by  the  defertion 
of  O  Shannaghan  and  his  tribe  called  Cincal- 
Rongaile,  he  was  obliged  to  refuge  bimfeif  in 
Connaught  as  before.  A.  D.  13 15,  he  made 
peace  with  Sir  Robert  de  Clare,  by  which  means 
he  foon  routed  Donogh  O  Brien  his  chief  advcr- 
fary  into  Connaught  and  obliged  Brien  0  Brien 
his  brother  to  take  refuge  in  the  ifland  of  Innis- 
Cealtragh  upon  the  Shannon. 

In  13 16,  he  was  chofen  by  all  the  Englilh  of 
Munfter  convened  at  Linierick  to  command  the 
Engliih  and  Irilh  troops  which  were  dcfigncd  to 
attack  Edward  Bruce  and  his  Albanian  Scots. 
In  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  being  en- 
couraged and  accompanied  by  the  chief  Butler  of 
Ireland,  he  went  to  the  parliament  of  Dublin  to 
complain  of  Sir  Robert  de  Clare  for  always  affifting 
Donogh  O  Brien  the  grandfon  of  Brien  Ruadh, 
who  had  been  the  guide  and  condudtor  of  Edward 
"Bruce   into    Munfter,     and    who    confcqucntly 
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ought  not  to  be  affiftcd  by  any  of  the  king  df 
England's  forces  againft  his  own  intereft,  who  at 
the  head  of  the  forces  of  Tbomond  had  oppofcd 
the  paflage  of  that  invader  over  the  ShannoiTj 
and  had  afterwards  joined  his  fubjefts  to  the 
Englirti  of  Munfteri  aflemblcd  with  a  view  'of 
giving  battle  to  the  faid  Edward  Bruce.  He 
returned  from  the  parliament  in  company  with 
the  fame  lord  Batler^  A.  D.  13 17,  during  which 
year  he  enjoyed  great  tranquillity  in  confequencc 
of  a  glorious  vidory  gained  by  his  brother 
Dermod  in  his  abfence  over  the  defcendanrs  of . 
Brien  Ruadh  at  the  abbey  of  Corcamruadhi 
A.  D.  J  318,  he  narrowly  efcapcd  being  made  a 
prifoner  of  war  by  Brien  O  Brien  afSfted  by 
0  Carrol  prince  of  Eilc*  He  foon  after  difppf- 
fefled  Mahon  O  Brien  grandfon  of  Donal  Co- 
nachtach  of  his  principal  rcfidence  in  the  iflanci 
of  Inchiquio,  and  (poiled  hib  entire  country  which 
extended  from  Leim-Conchulan  to  Kill-Mac- 
Duach.  in  the  fame  year  he  was  prefcnt  at  the 
battle  of  Difirt-O-Dea,  where  Sir  Robert  de 
Clare  was  flain  by  Connor  O  Dea  the  warlikp 
prince  of  Cine;al-FcarmaiCj  and  faid  Clare's  fpa 
Feidhlim  O  Connor  prince  of  ^orcamruadh, 
furnamed  An  Oinig  or.  the.  Bofpitablc,  beforfe 
Mortogh  had  time  to  join  th^m;  after  whi^ti  he 
entirely  defeated  all  thofe  thsit  remained  of  Sir 
Robertas  party  ;  ioon  after  the  battle  ht  pofleffed 
Ihe  caftle  of  Bunratty  and  expelled  Brien  6  £trie{| 
the  grandfon  of  Brien  Ru^dh,  and  the  iibove 
Mahon  grandfon  .of  Donal  Conachtachj  together 
with  their. children  and  frieixds  to  Ara  beyond 
,       Sfz  ihn 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^al  THE   LAW    OF   TAKiaiRY 

Aa  Shannon  aa  above  related  v  be  afterward! 
enjoyed  the  fovercigftiy  of  Thomoi^d  m  great 
tranquillity,  and  died  A.  D.  1333,  according  to 
Jbhn  Magrath*iB  hiftory . 

3.  Dermod,  who  was  a  brave  and  military 
Fkirtce.  The  firft  mention  made  of  his  military 
exploits  in  Caithreim  Thoirdhealbhaig  is  at  the 
battle  of  Tulach-ODea,  A.  D.  1313,  where  he 
wounded  Mahon  O  Brien  above-mentioned  in  a 
petfonal  engagement :  upon  which  Mahon  and 
nis  troops  retreated  with  precipitation  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  Brren  Ruadh's  defcetidants 
following  their  example,  a  general  deroute  cn- 
fitcd.  A.  D.  1 3 14,  he  rendered  great  fen^icesto 
his  brother  Mortogh  in  Corcamruadh.  And  in 
the  year  1317,  being  appointed  regent  of  Tho- 
mond  by  his  fatd  brother  during  his  abfence  at 
the  parliament  of  Dublin,  he  commanded  the 
troops  of  his  moiety  of  Thontiond  at  the  often- 
mentioned  battle  of  the  Abbey  of  Corcamruadh, 
where  he  gained  a  compleat  vidlory  over  aB  the 
dfefcindants  of  Brien  Ruadh.  By  which  fingk 
aft  of  his  valour  a^d  military  conduft  he  fecured 
the  fovereignty  of  Thomond  in  poffeffion  of  the 
pofterity  of  Teige  Caoluifge.  He  became  king 
of  Thomotid,  A.  D,  1333,  after  the  death  of 
Ibis  brother  "Mortogh  arid  died  iii  the  year  i355» 
according  to  the  above,  chronological  hiftory  of 
•John  Magrath,  out  of  which  I  have  taken  the 
'above^  ample  -account  of  the  wars  between  the 
"two  families  of  TeigeCaoluifge  and;Brien  Ruadh, 
"\vliich/began  A.p.'.ijzye,  and  ended  in  ijiSi 
^as  afeSve  mentionedf;  "I  find  no  account  of  this 
-•  Dcrmod's 
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Dcrmod's  pofttrity.  4.  Connor.  5.  Donal  Tw^ 
named  Uaithneach,  from,  bis  having  bee&  nv^CtA 
at  Owny  in  the  county  of  Limerick.  Of  ^^R^ltoiift 
I  have  found  no  further  mention,  "  - 

MORTOGH    O  BRIEN.     -   I 

Mortogh  O  Brien  the  fccond  fon  of  Turlogbi 
married  Edaoia  daughter  of  Mac^oraian,  wbc^ 
it  is  faid,  waa  originally  of  Lagenian  defce^^tt 
The  books  of  the  Herald*s-office  agree  with  tjh^ 
Mulconnerys,  in  caUing  his  wife  Edina  daugbtor  qjF 
Mac  Gorman,  and  mother  of  Mahon  Mencyy; 
But  the  Earl  of  Inchiquin's  pedigree  give$  \im  M 
wife  Sadhbh  or  Sarah  the  daughter  of  O  Kinnedy^ 
and  makc$  her  the  mother  of  fai  J  Mahon.    Tbf 
Leabbar  Irfe  mentions,  that  b$  had  three  ions  by 
his  above-mentioned  wife  Edaoin,  viz^  i.  Mlhon 
furnamed  Maonmuighe  from   his  haVipg  bee^ 
born  and  educated  in  that  country  adjoining  Thov 
mond  in  the  province  of  Connsfught  daring  thf. 
time  of  his  father's  exile.    He  fucceeded  his  un- 
cle Dermod  O  Brien  in  the  fover^ignty  of  Thp* 
mond.  A.  D.  1355,  notwithlkndingtbefcniority  . 
and  prior  rank  of  his  coufm  german  Brien,  fan  qf 
Donogh,  anceftor  of  the  above  family  of  Qiej^ni^ 
caoin,  &c.     It  is  recorded  of  tWs  prifice,  in  tbc 
faid  Leabhar  Irfe,  that  lie  obliged  the  EngUth  1^ 
the  county  of  Limerick  to  pay  him  the  kind  of 
tribute  which  the  Irilh  called  Dubb  Oos^  or  Black: 
Rent.  He  reigned  as  king  of  Thon^ond,  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  years,  according  to  the  Mulco«r 
m^rys  and  the  chronological  poeni  of  EugMti  Mie 
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gfttb.     He  died  according  to  the  faid  records, 
A.  D.  I367>  and  U  the  anccftor  of  the  Thomond 

Z.  Turlogh  furnansid  the  Bald,  who  after  the 
death  of  his  elder  brother  Mahon  Mencvy,  A.  D, 
X367,  .was  fplcmnly  inaugurated  and  proclaimed 
king  of  Thomond,  which  he  peaceably  enjoyed 
for^hree  years  according  to  the  Mac  Brodms.  At 
the  end  of  wWch  titne  his  nephew  Brien  fon  of 
Mahon  Mcnevy  difpcffcffcd  him  of  the  fovereign- 
<y,  and  then  bamfticd  him  quite  out  of  Thomond, 
This  exiled  prince  fled  for  refuge  to  Garret  Fitz- 
Gerald  thert  earl  of  Defmond,  who  promifed  him 
both  his  protc^ion  and  afliftance  to  recover  his 
kingdom.  The  faid  earf  foon  after  maiched  at 
iJie  head  of  a  ftoul  body  of  Engli(h  forces  wiih  a 
View  of  entering  Thomond,  but  was  prevented 
by  Bricn^O  Brien  faid  Turlpgh's  nephew,  who, 
having  epgaged  the  earl  before  he  paffed  the 
Shannonjj  defeated  his  army  and  made  him  pri* 
toner  of  war,  as  (hall  be  hereafter  explained. 
Turlogh  in  confcquence  of  that  victory,  was  ob- 
liged to  lay  afide  all  further  claim  to  the  ibvc^ 
reignty  of  Thomond,  and  leave  his  nephew  in 
peaceable  poflcffion  of  that  entire  country.  Ip 
thia  diftrefs  he  and  his  children  were  honourabtj 
feceived  by  the  above-mentioned  earl,  whoaf 
^ays  accommodated  them  in  fomc  of  his  own 
caftles  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  thetr  rank.  James 
l^itz-Gerald  ea^l  of  Defmond  fon  and  fucceffor  of 
the  above  carl  Garret,  who  was  a  great  favour- 
ite with  Henry  the  Vth  and  Henry  the  Vlth  of 
£nglan4#  and  who  had  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
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former  of  the  lands  of  Cumeragh  in  the  county 
of  Waterford,  with  fcveral  other  eftates  raenti-  ^ 

oned  by  the  Mulconnerys,  gave  the  aforefaid  lands 
of  Cumeragh  as  a  feodal  eftate  and  fettiement  toi^ 
the  children  of  faid  Turlogh  O  Brien,  A.  D. 
141 3^  being  the  very  year  on  which  he  bad  ob^ 
tained  it  frcrni  the  faid  king  Henry  the  fifth,  ac« 
cording  to  the  Mulconnerys.  The  expulfion  of 
Turlogh  and  his  children  as  well  as  their  fettle* 
mcnt  in  that  part  of  the  Defies  called  Cumeragh, 
is  beautifully  expreifed  by  Eugene  Magrath  in  hts 
chronological  f>oem  of  the  kings  of  Thomond  in 
the  following  Iri(h  words,  viz. 

Do  diobradb  kis  laocbra  an  Raitb:   Toirdbealhacb 

ceap  na  Gumeracb 
Dm  taobb  Jboifk  dona  Detfihb:   clam    m  fuil  an 

faif nets  Jin. 

This  noble  branch  of  the  O  Briens  of  Cumeragh 
ftill  fubfifts  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  though 
deprived  of  their  eftates  by  the  revolutions  of  the 
laft  age. 

3.  Teige,  of  whofe  pofterity  I  have  no  ac- 
count. 

MAHON  MENEVY. 

•  Mahon  Menevy  the  eldeft  fon  of  Mortogh 
O  Brien,  married  Una  the  daughter  of  Feidhlim 
O  Connor  prince  of  Corcamruadh,  according  to 
'  the  Mulconnerys,  with  whom  the  books  of  the 
herald's  o0ice  agree  in  that  point.    But  the  Earl 
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of  Iodiiquio^»  p^i^ve  pufaltflwd  by  E:eating^s 
Iraaflator    mentions,  that    his    wife    was  th« 
^ghter  of  a  priDce  of  Leinfter  defcend^  from 
"JHitt  fiArr9ch,  ao  antieat  king  of  that  province, 
Rit  this  writer  does  not  feem  to  know  who  flie 
^ds  01  of  what  family  defceaded  frftm  the  abow 
•king.    The  perfon  pointed  at  by  iiim  without 
rioHbl  yfm  the  above  mentioned  fidina  daughter 
-©f  Mac  Gorman,  whom  that  tranflaior  fhouH 
lathei  have  ftiled  the  mother  of  Mahon  MeneTV 
thai»  bis  wife.    A  late  pngliA  M^riter  who  was  t 
perfea  ftranger  to  the  idioms  of  the  Irifli  lan- 
guage, imitates  him  in  that  affertion,  But  with  this 
great  difference  between  them  .that  our  Englift 
gcfttlemao  calls  ^dabon*5  wift  the  daughter  ef 
Daire  Barrach,  who  was  Jcing  of  ^.einftpr,  accord- 
ing to  all  our  Irifh  writers,  ai  ieail  eleven  hundred 
years  before  his  daughter  is  fiippofed  tp  marry 
Mahon  Menevy  O  Brien  ;  a  very  pleafant  piecQ 
4if  chronology  |   Tbe  Muloonnerys  afftgn  feven 
foas  to  Mahop  by  his  yife  Una  O  Cqnnor,  viz. 

I.  ^ienfuruamedCathaanAonaig,  who  im- 
mediately after  the  deth^onernent  and  expulfios 
^  bis  uncle  Turlogh  a$  abovementioned,  ^thira- 
felf  proclaimed  king  of  Thomond,  A.D  .  1570. 
In  the  fame  year  he  fought  an  obftinate  battle  at 
Aonach  a  towjiin  f-awcr-Ojmondagainft  his  faid 
uncle,  aOifted  by  the  Englifh  forces  under  the 
:eofflmaQd  of  the  Earl  of  Defmood,   whom  he 
ittitirdy  defeated  and  routed  after  a  great  flatighter 
«)f  their  oftcers  and  men,  and  made  prifoners  of 
vnr  in  the  heat  of  the  adion  Garret  or  Gerald 
Rtt-Matirice,  Fit^-Xbtanas,  i?ii?-Gerald  Earf  of 

Defropnd, 


Digitized 


byjGoogle 


I  t  L  U  S  T  R  A  T  E  IX 

Ocfroand,  and  the  Lord  John  Fit2-Richard,andth^ 
l-ord  John  Fit2- John  with  mamy  other  gaglilji  no^ 
hies  of  the  firft  rank.  From  this  viftory  at  the  bat- 
tie  of  Aonach,  the  furname  of  Catha  an  Aonaig  has 
been  given  to  the  feid  Brien.  In  the  annals  of  Aa- 
guftin  Magradoigh,  of  which  I  have  an  old  copy 
ky  ^ay  of  fupplement  toTighernach  and  his  con- 
tinuator,  I  find  it  mentioned,  that  king  Richard 
the  fecond  of  England,  being  arrived  in  Ireland 
A;  D.  15<^4,  this  Brien  Catha  an  Aonaig  then  made 
bis  addreiFes  to  that  king  in  the  town  of  Dundalk, 
where  he  paid  him  homage  for  his  principality  of 
Thomond ;  a  ftep  he  doubtlefs  judged  neceflary 
for  maintaining  himfetf  in  the  pofleffion  of  that 
ftftftte  againft  aii  future  attempts  of  the  Earl§  of 
Defmond  in  favour  of  the  above  expelled  family. 
He  wa9  prince  of  Thomond  for  thirty-fix  years, 
according  to  the  Mulconnerys  and  the  chronolo- 
gical poem  of  Etigene  Magrath.  He  died,  A.  D. 
1406,  and  is  theanceftor  of  the  Earl  of  Thomond'i 
family. 

z.  Connof,  who  immediately  after  the  death  of 
his  elder  brother  the  above  Brien,  was  folemnly 
inaugurated  and  proclaimed  king  of  Thomond 
A.D.  1406,  and  reigned  according  to  the  Mul- 
connerys for  the  fpace  of  eight  years ;  after  which, 
-  in  1 41 4,  according  to  the  faid  antiquaries,  he 
judged  proper  to  refign  his  fovereignty  of  Tho- 
mond into  the  hands  of  his  nephew  Teige  na 
Gleadh  Moire,  his  brother  Brien's  eldeft  fon.  A 
rare  example  of  a  peaceable  difpofition  and  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  a  fovereign  prince  of  thofe  dayS, 
when  the  Taniftic-Jaw  and  the  example  of  his 
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predeceflbrs  gave  him  a  full  conftitutional  right  to 
that  principality.  This  prince  is  anccftor  of  the 
O  Briens  of  Carrigoginniol  or  the  country  called 
Pobal-Bricn  in  the  county  of.  Limerick.  He 
married  Mary  O  Brien  the  daughter  of  Tcigc 
O  Brien  chief  of  the  Counagh  family,  by  whom 
according  to  the  Mulconnerys  he  had  three  foru^ 
viz.  I.  Pcrmod  who  died  without  male  iffue, 
a.  Brien  DuflF  anceftor  of  the  princes  of  Car- 
rigc^inniol,  3.  Donal,  who  was  tM(hop  of  Limerick 
according  to  the  Mylconnerys  ^  though  Sir  James 
Ware  does  not  mention  him  in  his  catalogue  of 
the  bilhops  of  that  fee ;  which  by  the  bye,  does 
not  invalidate  the teftimony  of  thofe  antiquaries; 
it  being  well  known,  that  bis  faid  catalogue  is 
defcdlive  in  fevcral  places.  In  my  copy  of  the 
Leabhar  Irie  of  the  Mulconnerys,  the  tranfplan- 
tation  of  this  family  to  Carrigoginniol  is  referred 
to  the  year  1449.  According  to  this  chronology 
it  would  fecm,  as  if  Brien  Duflf  was  the  firft 
poffeflbr  of  that  eftate,  although  the  Mulconnerys 
as  well  as  Eugene  Magrath  in  bis  chronological 
poem  give  us  to  under iiand,  that  bis  father  Connor 
retired  to  Carrigoginniol  with  his  family  in  the 
above  mentioned  year,  that  is  to  fay,  thirty-five 
years  after  his  refignation  of  the  fovereignty  of 
Thomond.  I  have  obfcrvcd  above  from  the, 
annals  of  Innisfallen  at  the  year  121 1,  that 
Donogh  Cairbrcach  O  Brien  king  of  Thomond, 
received  patents  from  king  John  of  England  for 
the  eftate  of  Carrigoginniol  and  the  country  of 
pobal-Bricn,  at  the  yearly  fee  or  rent  of  fixty 
marks.    But  I  undcrftand  by  other  records,  thit 
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ihc  Earfs  of  Dcfmond  afterwards  became  chief 
lords  of  the  faid  country  :  and  from  this  I  con- 
clude, that  they  favoured  Connor  O  Brien  and 
his  fons,  in  fettling  themfclves  at  Carrigogiriniol, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  behaved  in  favour 
of  the  O  Briens  of  Cumeragh;  for  it  was  a 
qonftaiit  maxim  with  the  Defmond  family  to  en- 
courage the  injured  branches  of  the  Thomond 
0  Briens,  in  order  to  divide  and  weaken  that 
whole  tribe  of  which  they  were  always  very 
jealous. 

The  above  Rrien  Duff  married  Mary  the 
daughter  of  Tcige  Mac  Mahon  prince  of  Cor- 
cabhaflccn  in  the  couiity  of  Clare,  by  whom  he 
bad  an  only  fon  called  Donogh  O  Brien.  •  This 
ponogh  married  Margaret  the  daughter  of 
O  Kinnedy  prince  of  Ormond,  by  whom  he  had 
eleven  fons  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe ;  be* 
twcen  thefe  fons  he  made  an  equal  gavel  of  the 
lands  of  Carrigoginiiiol,  according  to  the  faid  Mul- 
connery s,  who  cxf«refsly  mention  and  defcribe  the 
feveral  divifions  affigned  to  each  of  them.  The 
fame  antiquaries  add,  that  none  of  thefe  eleven 
fons  left  male  pofterity  of  any  duration  except 
Donogh's  fourth  fon  by  name  Mahon  O  Brien. 
This  Mahon  had  two  fons  according  to  the  Mul- 
connerys,  viz.  i.  Donogh  anceftor  of  the  diredt 
line  of  this  family,  of  whofe  prefent  chief  and 
rcprcfentative  I  Ihall  fpeak  by  and  by.  2.  Mor- 
rogh  or  Mortogh  (for  in  all  our  Iri(h  writings  in 
the  abbreviated  way,  thefe  two  names  which  equah* 
ly  fignify  bold  and  expert  at  fea,  are  written  in  the 
(ame  manner  and  with  the  fame  letters)  who  as  I 
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Ibid  in  my  Irilh  manuicripts  had  a  (oh  called 
Turlogh ;  in  that  part  of  the  Leabbar  Irfc  of  tte 
Mulconnery^,  which  treats  of  the  Eaib  of  Dcf^ 
mond  and  their  genealogy,  I' find  it  recorded,  thtt 
John  Fitz^Thomas  Earl  of  Defroond,  who  died, 
A.  D.  1536,  and  was  the  fourth  fon  of  Earl 
Thomas,  who  had  been  beheaded  atDroghedaia 
1476,  married  Mor  0>  Brien  daughter  of  the 
thief  O  Brien  of  Carrigoginniol,  whofe  name  i« 
not  othcrwife  mentioned .  By  comparir>g  the  time 
of  the  faid  Earl  John  Fitz-Thomas  with  that  in 
which  Mahon  O  Brien  muft  have  lived  according 
to  the  above  chronology,  it  is  evident  enough, 
that  the  faid  Mor  O  Brien  was  the  daugh^r  of  the 
faid  Mahon  O  Brien  of  Carrigoginniol;  and  this 
appears  the  more  evidently  weH  groumled,  as  I 
find  in  one  of  my  old  manufcripts,  that  the  above 
Morrogh  O  Brien  and  his  fon  Turlogh  0  Bncn, 
obtained  a  landed  fettlement  in  the  barony  of 
Kneatallun  and  county  of  Cork  by  way  of  a 
feodal  property  derivmg  under  the  faid  DdVnond 
family  ;  which  fettlement  it  is  natural  to  think, 
Mor  O  Brien  interefted  herfelf  in  procuring  for 
that  younger  branch  of  her  family ;  the  above 
barony  of  Kneatallun  had  been  given  as  a  marriage 
portion  by  the  Lord  Barrymore  with  his  daughter 
the  wife  of  the  Earl  Thomas,  and  mother  of  Earl 
John  the  hufband  of  Maura  O  Brien  ^  according 
to  the  Mulconnerys, 

The  prefcnt  chief  of  the  dirctX  line  of  Carri- 
goginntol  defcended  from  Donogh  the  fon  of 
Mahon  above  mentioned,  I  am  well  informed  is 
Daniel  OBnen^  a  yoitth  who  lives  at  Giin  ia  the 
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county  of  Limerick^  wbofe  father  was  Morro^ 
O  Brien  fon  of  I>aniel  O  Brien,  whofe  father  was 
alfo  Daniel  the  fon  of  Donogh,  whofe  genealogy 
we  find  in  feveral  oki  nianufcripts,  according  to 
the  following  feries  of  lineal  dcfccnt  from  Connoir 
O  Bricn  king  of  Thoraond  and  anceftor  of  the 
Carrigoginniol  fannily,  viz.  Donogh  fon  of  Brien 
Duff,  fon  of  Donogh,  fon  of  Donal,  fon  of 
Donogh,  fon  of  Mahon,  fon  of  Donogh,  fon  of 
Brien.  Duff,  fon  of  Connor  king  of  Thomond. 

3  Mahon  Menevy^s  third  fon  was  rurloght 
4.  Mortogh,  5.  Dcrmod,  6.  Teige-Bacach,  from 
whom  are  defcended  the  O  Briens  of  Bally-gcr- 
riden,  according  to  the  Mulconnerys. 

BRIEN  CATHA  AN  AONAIG. 

Brien  Catha^an  Aonaig  theeldeft  fon  of  Mahon 
Menevy  married  Slany  the  daughter  of  Lochlin 
Laidir  Mac  Namara,  prince  of  .Ibh-Caifm  m 
Thon(:ond,  according  to  the  Mulconnerys,  with 
whom  Lord  Inchiquin*i»  pectigree  agrees  in  calling  . 
her  Slany  ni  Mac  Namara ;  the  faid  Mulconnerys 
mention,  that  he  had  three  fons  by  the  faid  Slany, 
via.  I-  Teigc  na  Glaodh  Moire,  who  immediately 
after  the  refignation  of  his  uncle  Connor  O  Brien 
anceftor  of  the  Carrigoginniol  family,  was  inaugu- 
ntted  king  of  Thomond,  A.  D.  1414  ;  he  fought 
the  battle  of  Beal-atha-lighe,  againft  O  Kelly  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  body  of  Conatians,  whom 
he  fignally  defeated.  After  a  reign  of  twenty 
three  years  according,  to  the  MiLtlcoHnery's  and 
Magrath*s  poem,  he  was  difpoffeffed  and  de- 
throned 
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throned  by  his  younger  brother  Mabon  Dalf, 
A.  D.  1437.  This  prince  according  to  all  our 
accounts  died  without  iflue. 

a.  Mahon  Dall,  who  after  he  had  dethroned 
his  elder  brpther  as  now  mentioned^  was  inaugura-^ 
ted  king  of  Thomond,  A.  D.  1437.  He  reigned 
according  to  the  faid  records  for  five  years  and  fix 
months ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  was  difpoflcfied 
in  his  turn  by  the  fadions  and  clans  of  his  young- 
er brother  Turlogh  Bog.  This  prince  left  a  fon 
called  Donogh  O  Brien,  of  whom  hereafter. 

3.  Tyrlogfi  Bog,  who  after  he  had  difpoffefled 
his  elder  brother  Mahon  Dall  of  the  fovereignty^ 
got  liimfclf  folemnly  inaugurated  king  of  Tho- 
mond,  according  to  the  Mulconnerys,  A.  D.  1442* 
The  faid  antiquaries  inform  us^  that  this  prince 
gave  a  fignal  defeat  to  James  fon  of  Garret  Fitz^ 
Gerald  the  above-mentioned  earl  of  Defmond  in 
two  pitched  battles,  the  one  happening  at  Gleann- 
Fogarta  and  the  other  at  Bally-an-fdyL  He 
reigned  in  Thomond  for  the  fpace  of  eighteen 
years,  and  died  in  1460.  He  is  the  anceitor  of 
the  Earls  of  Thomond. 

The  Leabhar  Irfe  mentions,  that  Brien  Catha 
an  Aonaig  had  a  fourth  fon  called  Brien,  wh9 
was  only  half  brother  to  the  above  mentioned 
kings  of  Thomond,  his  mother  being  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  Earls  of  Defmond.  The  fame 
records  mention  that  he  was  anceftor  of  the  family 
of  Eachdroma. 

PONOGH  OBRIEN. 

Pooogh  O  Brien  the  fon  of  the  above  Mahon 
Dali  fecond  fon  of  Brien  Catha  an  Aonaig  im- 
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mediately  after  the  death  of  his  uncle  Turlogh 
Bog,  was  inaugurated  and  proclaimed  king  of 
Tliomond,  A.  D.  1459,  according  to  our  faid 
Leabhar  Irfc :  thefe  records  mention  in  like 
manner  that  he  reigned  in  Thomond  only  for  two 
years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  though  then  ('rcfpcc- 
tively  to  his  opponents)  the  only  rightful  heir 
both  by  the  natural  and  Taniftic  law,  and  a  moft 
pious  benefador  to  the  churchy  he  was  difpoflef- 
fed  and  routed  away  by  dint  of  faftion  and 
treachciry.  A  truth  which  Eugene  Magrath  ex- 
preffes  in  thefe  pathetic  terms,  *  Gur  fgrios  fala 
*  agus  feall  an  mac  :  Caradh  na  Gceall  an  Griobh 

.  *  (hlat ;'  words  which  are  as  ftrong  a  proof  of 
the  poet*s  fincerity  and  love  of  truth,  while  he  was 
writing  under  the  power  of  a  prince,  of  whom  he 
depended  for  his  bread,  and  upon  whofc  branch 
the  now  cited  verfes  threw  a  very  fliarp  and  well 
grounded  cenfure.  This  Donogh  was  the  im- 
mediate ftock  of  the  family  ftiled  Siol  Mbriaia 
Dibiortha  or  the  expelled  O  Briens,  fo  called, 
becaufe  their  father  Donogh  and  they  were  forced 
to  fly  for  refuge  and  new  fettlements  beyond  the 
river  Shannon.  This  prince  died  in  1462,  foon 
after  his  expulfion. 

Note,  that  in  the  genealogies  of  the  Earls  of 
Thomond  and  Inchiquin,  pubKlhed  by  Keating*s 
tranflator,  as  alfo  in  later  pedigrees  of  the  Tho- 
mond family,  I  find  Brien  Catha  an  Aonaig  af- 
ferted  to  be  the  ftock  of  the  O  Briens  of  Cume- 
ragh :  what  might  have  given  occafion  to  that 
miftake  in  my  opinion  is  this,  that  thofe  gene- 
.alogifts   being  traditionally  informed,  that  the 

*  O  Briens  of  Cumcragh  were  forcibly  expelled  out 
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.  of  Thomond,  and  having  othcrwifc  knbwn^  thilt 
a  family  of  the  O  Briens  defcending  from  Bri^ 
Catha  an  Aonaig  by  his  Ton  Mahonand  grandfon 
Donogh  were  expelled  their  country  after  the  faid 
Brien^s  death,  this  gave  occafion  of  their  coii* 
founding  thofe  expelled  families  one  with  another^ 
fo  as  to  millake  the  former  for  the  latter;  nor  is 
it  natural  to  think,  that  he  (hould  have  eXpeUcd 
his  own  fon  Mahon  and  grandfon  Donogb,  who 
both  enjoyed  the  ptincipality  long  after  faid  Bricn's 
death ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  that  Brien  Catha 
an  Aonaig  (hould  have  undertaken  and  efieded  the 
expulfion  of  his  uncle  Turlogh  and  his  children, 
is  very  natural  to  think,  they  having  a  Taniftic 
right  to  difpute  the  poflefllon  with  his  chiklfcn. 

TURLOGH  BOG  O  BRIEN 

Turlogh  Bog  the  third  fon  of  Brien  Catha  an 
Aonaig,  and  anceftor  of  the  Thomond  family, 
-married  Catherine  Burk  the  daughter  of  Ulick 
Fitz- Walter  of  Tuath-O"  Luigheach,  according 
to  the  Mulconncrys.  The  Earl  of  Inchiquin's 
pedigree  affigns  him  Slany  the  daughter  of  Loch- 
lin  Laidir  Mac  Namara,  who  was  his  mother  ac* 
cording  to  the  Mulconncrys  ;  what  feems  very 
remarkable  in  the  publifhcr  of /that  Earl's  pedi- 
gree, is  that  he  affigns  the  fame  woman  as  wife 
and  mother  to  this,  Turlogh  Bog,  atid  would  fein 
make  us  believe  they  were  two  different  women 
by  ftiling  his  vrife  Slany  m' Mac  Narharathe' 
daughter  of  Loehlin  Laidir,  and  calling  his 
mother  Skny  ni  Mac  Namara^  without  telling  us 
her  father^ft  liame.  ^ 
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Tiirtogh  Big.  had  by  the  atove  Ciatherine  Bur^ 
nine  f6)ns^  according  to  the  Miilconrierys,  viz. 
Teige  Jajl  Choiiihaid,  fo  called  from  his  having 
built  a  caftlie  *t  that  plice  fituated  in  BurrenV 
This  prince  afliftccl  by  his  brothers  aiid  Friend^ 
dcthrontfi  his  coufin  german  ponogh  Ton  ojf 
Mahdn  t)ajr,  and  expelled  hirii  and  his  faniibr 
beyond  this  Shannon  eaftward  as  above  hinted^ 
aftei:  Which,  according  to  the  faid  antiqufirles,  he 
ivas  itiaiigtirated  king  ot  Thomond,  A.  t>.  14^621 
his  chief  iefiderice  wis  at  Ihchiquin,  that  Bfeing 
thie  feat  of  iht  eldeft  ion ;  he  died  after  a  reign  gl 
fi±  >ears  according  to  our  accounts  in  1468  j  ha 
is  the  anceftor  of  the  Thohiona  branch.  y 

2.  Dottogh,  \vh6fe  refiden9e  was  at  Cahir-keily^ 
this  prince  was  l^ifliop  of  KUtalde. according  to  the 
Mutcbntif ry^  ;  hfe  Is  the  fame  bifhop  blF  Killafoe^ 
whom  Sir  James  Ware  iii  his.  catalogue  calls 
Terence  CyBrien  murdered,  at  InniiEcluainrayajda 
in  the  yeai*  1460,  for  whicii  tie  quotes  the  tjliteif 
annals.  ^ 

3.  Connor  Mbr  tia  Sron,  who  imrheciiately  after 
the  death  of  his  brother  ,Teige  'an  Gbomhaid 
was  inauguratec^  king  of  Thomond  according  to 
the  Mofconncryl^,  A.  D.  1468.  Ihthe  laft  year 
of  tHs  prince's  f eign^  whidi  wiis  in  1496,.  h8 
fought  an  obftinatt?  battle  againfl:  GehtldPiti^ 
Gerald  Jbari  of  «Kildai^y  >tteii  lord  lieutenant*  6f 
Ireland,  neat  the.Caftle  of  Baily-Hickyi  which 
Ahat  Earl  took  (bon  after  by  al&ult  together  v^f ith 
the  cafile  of  Fbdh-Beg:aQd  other  caflks  id 
Thonaond,  bdoi^iiag  to  Fionalie  Mac  Namata; 
See  the  annals  of  Sir  Jam^i  Ware  at  tliis  y^. 
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This  prince  died  in  tbe^(kme  year  1496,  and  left 
pofterity  who  were  called  the  O'Briens  of  Scal- 
uidhe  in  the  county ,  of  Clar^.  The  chief  rep^^ 
fentativc  of  that  faniily,  as  I  am  credibly  inform- 
ed, is  Morrogh  O'Brien  who  now  lives  near  Ennis 
in  the  faid  county. 

4.  Turlogh  Oge,  furnamed  Giolla  Duff,  who 
immediately  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Connor 
Mor  na  Sron,  was  inaugurated  king  of  Thomond^ 
A.  D.  1496}  according  to  the  Mulconnerys and 
Sir  James  Ware's  annals ;  he  reigned  for  the 
fpace  of  two  years  and  three  months,  according 
to  the  faid  antiquaries  and  Eugene  Magrath.  His 
family  had  their  ellate  at  a  place  called  Bally-mic- 
Dubbda,  according  to  the  faid  Leabhar  Irfe.  He 
died  in  the  year  1498. 

5.  Mahon,  whofe  family  refided  at  a  place, 
called  Kill-clanoy,  and  poflefled  the  lands  an- 
nexed  to  that  place.  6.  Morrogh  whofe  family 
enjoyed  the  lands  of  Bally-Grioffa.  7.  Kinncdy, 
8.  Brien  Geancach  which  two  laft  mentioned  fons 
died  without  iffue.    9.  Mortogh  Beag. 

'      TEIGE  AN  CHOMHAID  O'BRIEN. 

Tdge  an  Chomhaid  the  eldeft  fon  of  Turlogh 
Bog,  married  Anabelta  Burk  daughter  of  Ulick 
Rtz-Ufick.an  Fiona  ufually  fliled  the  Mac 
Uiiliam  of  Clanrickard,  according  to  the  Mul- 
connerys, Vrith  whom  the  Earl,  of  Inchiquin'J 
pedtgree  agrees  in  this  place.  He  had  fix  fons 
by  JWfi  fiud  wife,  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe, 
viz.  I .  Turlogh  Donn,  ^who  immediately  after  the 
d»th  .of:  his  juncle  the.  above  Turlogh  Oge,  f^'  - 
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named  Giolla  Duff,  was  inaugurated  King  of 
Xhpnobnd,  A,  D.  1498.  In  the  year  following^ 
according  to  our  faid  accounts,  and  Sir  Jamea 
Ware*s  Annals,  he  fought  a  bloody  battle  at  the 
place  called  Muighe-Ailbhe  in  Ormond,  againft 
Pierce  Butler,  Earl  of  Ormond,  whom  he  fignally 
defeated.  Sir  James  Ware  further  fays,  that  the 
magiftrate  of  Kilkenny  was  killed  therein,  and 
that  the  diflenfion  took  its  firft  rife  about  certain 
lands  and  limits  which  each  of  them  claimed  to 
himfclf.  The  fame  Leabhar  Irfe  adds,  that  he 
foon  after  defeated  the  fame  Earl  at  a  place  called 
Knock- luagh.  The  annals  of  Sir  JatDcs  Ware 
at  the  year  i5io>  exprefsly  menticm,  that  being 
affifted  by  James  eldcft  fon  of  Maurice  Earl  of 
Defmond,  and  Mac  William  Burk^  he  defeat^ 
the  Earl  of  Kildare  then  lord  lieutenant  deputy, » 
at  a  place  called  Mointrarr,  and  took  away  the 
fpoils  which  that  Earl  got  in  Defmond*  He  was 
king  of  Thomond  for  twenty  nine  years  accord- 
ing to  the  Leabhar  Irfe  and  Magrath,  with  whofc 
computation  Sir  James  Ware  perfectly  agrees  by 
afligning  faid  Turlogh*s  death  to  the  year  15^8.. 

2.  Donal,  wh9  poffeflcd  the  lands  and  eftates 
called  Tir-Mac-Brien-Ceathrumha-DuflF,  and 
Dunn-Hogan,  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe, 
thefe  lands  he  Ravelled  among  his  four  fons,  viz. 
I.  Brien,  2.  Teige,  3.  Connor,  4.  Mortogh. 

3.  Donogh  whofe  principal  refidence  was  at 
Drom-Fionoaglaife;  he  had  four  fons,  viz,  Mor* 
togh,  Teige,  Dcr mod,  and  Brien  na  Corcaidhc. 
This  Brien's  eftate  according  to  the  Mulconnerys, 
was  called  Cahir-Corcarain  and  Caftletown,  which 
he  divided  between  his  fix  fons,  viz.  Mahon, 
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k^orri^li,  Deritiod,  Coiinor,  Moftdgh,  Teige  an 
^  I^onaire. 

4.  Mortogh  GarbH.  5.  Morrogh,  both  which 
princes  died  without  iffue ;  6.  Dcrmod  Cleireach, 
who  polfefred  ihi  lands  called  Ceathrumha-na- 
Ivfadhiidhe,  according  to  the  (aid  records,  whidi 
igfiehtioh  that  he  had  fix  Tons,  viz.  Donal  na 
Gccal,  Mprrogh  ah  Tarmain,  Brieh  an  Chobhlaig, 
Mahbn,  Dohbgh,  arid  Turlogh,  of  all  whom  I 
fcayc  lib  further  mcfation. 

tURLdOH  DONN  O'BRIEN. 

'fui'lb^h  Dottn  the  eldcft  foti  of  tcigc  an 
Chomkid,  married  Raghnait  the  daughter  of 
John  fdh  of  Sioda,  fon  of  Mac  Con,  fonof  Lodi- 
'  liiiy  fon  of  Commheadha  Mac  Kamara  chief  of 
i|iat  fa;i)Uy,  according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe.  The 
l^arl  of  Inchiquin's  pedigree  aflligns  him  as  wife 
Joan  I^itz-Maurice  daughter  to  lord  Fit2-Maurice 
vulgb  fialbufe.  Lord  ^bn  of  Kerry  and  Lixnaw 
knd  inbther  of  the  f^id  EarPs  anceftor  Morrogh} 
.hcricfe  we  may  infer^  that  he  had  two  wives.  The 
Mulconnerys  mention  that  he  bad  five  fons,  viz. 
I.  Connor^  who  irhmediately  after  the  death  of 
his  father^  was  inaugurated  king  of  Thomond, 
according  to  the  faid  antiquaries,  A.  D.  152?; 
irftcr  which  he  rd^cd  for  twelve  years  and  died, 
according  to  the  Leabhar  Irfe  and  Eugene  Ma- 
grath  in  1540.  The  annals  of  Sir  James  Ware 
fix  his  death  at  the  year  1 539. 

z.  Donogh,  who  is  ftiled  Tanift  of  Thomond 
by  the  faid  Mulconnerys,  and  of  whom  4cy 
make  no  further  mention. 

3;  Morrogh, 
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MORROGH  09RIEN. 

j.  Morrogh)  tvbo  was  fdemjoly  ioftttgatatad 
aod  proclaimed  king  of  Hiomond,  A.  I^  1^40, 
foon  after  the  death  of  hia  eldeft  brother  Goonofi 
in  this  year  according  to  Sir  Japaes  Waito,  )^ 
entered  Into  a  league  with  O'Neill,  O'EtaniMl* 
and  O'Connor  to  meet  togeHiec  at  a  place  calkfi 
Foure,  and  then  to  maintain  their  li^iqi  with 
united  forces  againft  die  EngKih.    Buttkat.tlia 
lord  juftice  Brereton  attfa^  headof  aight  thou£if«i 
Englifh  forces  having  iatjeUigonce  of  it,  foon 
prevented  the  meafures  tliofc  princes  had  tataftn. 
The  florae  annals  add,  that  in  1541,  th<>  deputy 
Sir  Anthony  Saintleger  prppofed  o&rtaia  culditiflrfs 
fit  for  that  time  in  Limerick,  at  tberAgUfift flf 
Morrogh  O'Brien.    In  this  year  Heory  th*  Vai. 
was  declared  kingtof  Irdaad,  a  title  never  b^ore 
given  to  any  of  the  kings  of  England,  the]ibcing 
hitherto  filled  lords  of  IreUnd.    A.  0.  154!, 
this  Morrogh  O'Brien  following  the  fiX»fnj>t»M 
Con  O'Ncil  king  of  Tirope  who  had  (b«'year 
before  renounced  his  title  of  O'NEIL  <x  king  of 
Tirone,  and  recmed  that  of  Earl  of  TimnO  in 
its  place,  he  in  like  manner  Submitted  bimfolf  tP 
the  lord  dqputy  and  then  (ettiog  fail  for  Edglind, 
he  difclaimed  his  name  of  O'BRIEN  and  with 
it  his  title  of  king  or  prince  of  Thomond,  and 
transferred  all  he  pofleflcd  to  king  Henry  then 
refiding  at  Greenwich.*  H^e  Morrogh  was  re- 
ceived as  tenant  deriving  under  the  king  by  letters 
patent  dated   the  firft  of  July,    and  folemnly 
created  Earl  of  Thomond  duruig  his  £fe )  he 
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alfo  procured  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs  male,  the 

title  of  Baroo  of  Inchiquin.    Ulick  Burk  received 

•    letters  patent  at  the  fame  time  of  the  Earldom 

of  Clanrickard^  after  having  firft  difclaimed  his 

naim  of  Mac  UILLIAM.    And  the  king  alfo 

gave  to  Donc^  O'Brien  the  fon  oT  Connor 

(faid  Morrogh's  eldeft  brother)    by  his  wife 

Honora  daughter  of  the  above  Ulick  Burk,  the 

^tttle  of  Earl  of  Thommd  for  life,  after  hisi^de^ 

death,  tc^ther  with  the  dignity  of  IBaron  of 

*Ibraciceii  to  hunfelf  and  his  heirs  male.   The 

Mnkonnerys  and  Magrath  give  this  Morrogha 

•rdgn  of  twelve  years,  and  Sir  Janaes  Ware  places 

Ms.  death  at  the  year  1 552.   From  him  defcended 

in  a  right  line  the  prefent  Earl  of  Inchiquin  by 

iua  eldeft  fon  Demnod ;  and  from  his  fecond  fon 

Ponogh  is  defcended  Sir  Uicius  O'Brien,  Baronet, 

of  the  county  of  Clare. 

4.  Teige,  who  was  killed  by  a  (hot  at  a  place 

catted  Ath*an-Chambuis,  upon  the  river  Suire, 

by  Pierce  Butler  Earl  of  Ormond/  after  he  had 

^jpcMied  and  laid  wafle  the  country  t>f  that  Earl 

with  fire  and  fwordj  his  troops  notwithftanding 

carried  his  corps  together  with  the  fpoils,  into 

'  Thomondi  where  he  was  folemnly  interred  at  En- 

fiis  according  to  the  faid  Mulconnerys. 

'    5.  Dermod,  sfha  died  without  ifloc. 
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1  O  this  Ntmibec  we  hame  added  pact  of 
the  Laws  of  the  antient  liiih,  commcmiy 
known  at  this  day  t^  the  iiame  qf  Brei. 
thon,  or  Brchon  Laws.  The  mc^  paf  t  dF 
the  Fragments  which  have  come  to  our 
hands,  were  colle<3ed  by  the  learqed  Mr. 
likwyd  5  who,  in  ^letter  to  tiaelRoyal  So- 
ciety, publifhed  in  the  Philof.  Tiranf.  No. 
356.  Baddam's  Abr.  VoL  5.  p.  49a.  in- 
arms us,  ^  That  be  had  prqcured  ihdiveis 
^  parts  of  Ireland  about  io  of  30  MSS;  in 
^  parchment  j  and  tho'  he  coijfbked  OFIa- 
^  hgrty,  i^utborof  the  Ogygia,  one  ofthfe 
^  chief  Irifli  critics,  and  feverai  oth^r^, 
«  tH^  could  fcarce  inttrpret  one  page. 
^  What  is  xnoft  valuable  among  tiiem  (adds 
*  Mr.  Lhwyd)  is  their  oM  Lsws,  whi^ 
^  inight  give  fdme  M^ht  i^  the Vwious,v4B 
^  to  thek  national  CulkMiw/'  ^Yhefe^^^^ 
were  part  of  the  ChandoisLifertfry,  and  are 
now  the  property  of  Sir  Jolin  Seabri^l,  ¥^. 
Two  volumes  of  this  d^Hetftion*  we  have 
l!>een  fevoured  with,  whiclr  were  evidanlly 
qf  Mr.  Lhwyd*?  coUe^ing,  his  namd  being 
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written  in  the  firft  fblio  j  and  thefe  contain 
about  forty  pages  of  the  Laws.  Another 
Fragment  of  thefe  Laws,  is  ia  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  a  third  was  dif- 
coverd  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  ^  and  a  fourth 
Fragment  we  have  been  obliged  with  by  the 
&ev.  Archdeacon  Mahon,  one  of  thefe  few  of 
this  country  who  think  its  Antiquities  it- 
ferving  attention.  Of  all  thefe  we  have 
been  permitted  to  obtain  copies. . 

The  word  Breith,  the  root  of  Brcithc. 
omhan,  or  Brchon,  has^  with  many  other 
antient  Gaulic  words,  been  wonderfully 
^efervedintbelbemo-Geltic.  From  hence 
the  Romans  formed  Kergohretus\  the  name 
of  the  Brehon,  w  chief  judge  of  the  Gauls, 
which,  in  its  primitive  orthography,  was 
written  Fearg^breith.  Boohart,  contrary  to 
his  ufual  manner  of  treating  etymologies, 
exprefies  himfelf  dubioufly  of  the  word 
Vergobretus  :  vw  videtur  compofita  es^^yru 
isOTDfarga,  etc^^imDpartum,  quarumilk 
muiatimemf  hac  funmum  pntfe&um  ^tm- 
4erat$remjim4t ;  in^  GmIU  Vergobretus  w^ 
^/tf/r^5/^iS^^.-— de  Colon._PhoBn.  lib.  i. 
c.  4a.  FiOfg^  in  the  Iberno^-Ccltic,  and 
F^rgm^  in  the  Teutonic,  fignify  PraefeduSj 
and  are  certdinly^  derived  from  the  Syrian  or 
PhceniciaQ  Farga^  which  by  a  natueil 
^commutation  of  letters,  was  written  F^rgp 
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by  the  Romans  :  thus  Fearg .  Feine  in  Irifli 
fignifies  the  chief  of  the  regular  troops  5 
and  Fearg  Jlann  ruadh^  the  blood  covered 
leader  of  the  army.  Etiamnum  hodie/%r^ 
dicitur  fupremus  magiftratus  A^guftoduni 
(i.  c,  Autun  m  Burgundy)  Du  Cinge.  The 
latter  part  of  the  compound  breiusy  is  from 
the  Celtic  breithy  which  fignifies  either  the 
Judge,  or  the  Sentence.  .  ^ 

These  Laws  were  entitled  by  the. antierit 
Irifh,  Neimeady  Feanacas^  and  Seanacas  ;  and 
by  the  moderns  Breith-neimead  :  which  kit, 
O'Flaherty  and  Lynch  have  rendered  in 
Latin  by  Judtcia  Celejlia.  The  Hebrew  root 
nam  or  neuniy  and  the  Chaldaic  namos  (a) 
fignify  a  Law  or  Decree ;  which  is  written 
nimos  in  the  Arabic,  and  norms  in  the 
Greek,  (b) 

The  Grecian  name  of  Mercury  was  iVb- 
miusy  from  the  Laws  of  Eloquence  which 
he  founded.  The  Lacedemonians  named 
their  Laws  n^^^,  (nomoi)    not   bccaufe  the 

promulgation 


{a)  CDi^y  nam.  Hcb,  conftkutum.  a  nam  fit  irerapufa 
Syr.  Lex,  inde  N«|ii«^.  nimb  Irelandic^  ad  nam  pertiiiet. 
Tbomaffin.  Gloff.  Hcbr.>  ;       .  . 

(b)  N«^o«.  Lex  Arift. — nfA^q  etiam  cantilena,  ut  Latioi 
dicunt    modum,  modos,  modulos,  legefqye   znetricas. 

Plin. Nomeriay.  confuetudines  Sc  jura  ^onafterii  de 

Regula  in  Aquitania.  Labbeus,  torn.   2. Nomifmay 

Demoftheni,  coeterifque  fcriptoribus  Graecis  fumitur  pro 
confuetodine^  more  &  lege  non  fcripta.    Ou  Cange. 
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promulgation  of  them  was  by  finging,  but 
trom  the  Hebrew  root  nflm.  Thefe  Laws 
were  fui)j5  1[)y  the  Bards  and  Legiflators, 
and  probably  in  verfe ;  hence  nomoiczmtto 
fignify  a  Ppem  :  thus  neimeady  in  Irifli  (the 
Celtic  termination  ai  being  poftfixed)  is  a 
?oeni,  or  any  learned  ComppCtion.  (r)  The 
word  is  indifferently  written  in  Irilh  nam 
naidhniy  nimhy  naonui^  and  na'nte/ul. {d)hthc 
dialeds  of  tl^e  northern  natipns,  ncmi^ 
naemed^  nend^^y  nempday  n^jjidcey  figoified  (he 
tu^ge.  Jury,  or  Sentence  j  {e\  and  this  is  un- 
aoubtqdly  the  trup  meaning  of  the  Irifh 
nemefid.  f  can?icas,  or  Seankqs^s,  another 
name  of  thefc;  Laws,  liberally  fignifies,  the 
caufe,  mode;^  or  manners  of  the  Trihcs  or 
jS^ptients.  Bretth  alfb  implies  the  judge- 
ment, muld  or  fine  ;  and  Bretth-neimed) 
Utf rally  means  ^  Sentence  of  the  Law: 
^       '    '       '• it 


(iQ  ]|^ipijz>ca4*  i*  c.  gach  dan,  no  gach  ealadhan.  i.  ^ 
any  poem  or  learned  compofition.  Mc  Naughton,  MSS. 
CDy3  nonty  ad  orationis  dclicias  &  elegantium  fiepcpcr- 
^et.     Bochart.  Chan.  lib.  2.  cap.  7. 

(#)  Nembda,  miur^  SucoiiumTCtuftoJqdic^fipw- 
ftcat.  Sticrrihodk.  p.  31.  52*-* — ^Nembda,  ncmpd*  ^^ 
jnem^a,  non  judicemi  fed  coctnm  diiodecim  proboru© 
feiilegiliilmi^oniiniimfignificat,  Hiidolph.  c.  ii-   ^ee 

^Olaus  VerdiiK. IJcmda  idem  eft  duodecimjo- 

riitbrum  humcSriis  feu  jurata  apud  Anglos,  quod  nmjfc 
«ud  P^ps,  Succos  &  Norve^os^  a  qu^us  per  Nor- 
j&unibs  ih  /^n^(Iitm  ini^eftpm.    pcke's,  J^.  p'  37* 
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it  mutt  be  obferved,  thatlhe  running  Titfe 
bifthe  old  parchments,,  from  whence  tbeic 
Laws  were  copied,  was  written  fimply 
neimead.  In  the  cburfe  oi  this  work  we 
fhall  alfo  fend  naomh^  or  neimead^  fo  far  jfrom 
implying  r^/^/x,  that  it  fignifiesa  noble,  or 
one  of  dignity,  either  in  Church  or  State  i 
for  example,  hrath  naonih  edihadhoHa  cod-- 
huiJ^  the  remnant  of  iioble  Chainpions  : 
moreover,  it  is  often  annexed  to  inanimate 
things,  as  crdnh  netmeady  k  noble  Tree, 
^c.  &c. 

The  Irifh  antiquaries  have  treated  this 
fiibjed  of  their  Laws  very  JTuperfecially  : 
they  have  enumerated  feveral  codes,  enact- 
ed by  different  princes,  but  have  not 
thought  proper  to  publifh  the  Laws,  though 
many  acknowledge  they  had  feen  them. 
Thus  they  have  prefented  to  us  a  number 
of  dark  and  obfcure  ftiadows,  without 
bringing  us  to  converfe  with  real  men. 

The  Welfh  attribute  their  oldcft  Code 
of  written  Laws  to  Hoel-dha,  or  Hoel 
bonus,  who  reigned  early  in  the  loth  cen- 
tury ;  (fj  and  the  Scots  afcribe  the  Regiam 
Majefiatem^  the  oldeft  inftitute  of  their 
Laws,  to  David  IL  who  lived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  13th  century  {g).    At  what 

period 


(f)  Leges  Wallica.    Wotton,  praef^do. 

(g)  Home's  Introduftion  of  the  Feudal  Law  into 
Scotland. 
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period  our  Iri(h  Brehon  Laws  were  eoa^^ 
cd,  we  do  not  pretend  to  determine.  Some 
of  them  are  prefaced  with  a  declaration^ 
that  they  were  the  Pagan  Laws,  revifcd  and 
correded  by  Patrick  2  (bmc  arc  evidently  of 
more  modern  date  ;  and  others^  apparently 
the  moft  antient,  indid  the  fine  on  the 
Pagan  culprit,  to  be  double  that  on  the 
Chrifiian  in  fimilar  cafes  :  yet  this  does  not 
prove  they  were  older  than  the  eftablifli- 
ment  ofChriftianity  in  this  kingdom  j  for 
hiftorians  gave  the  opprobrious  name  of 
Gentile  or  Pagan  to  the  northern  invaders 
of  the  9th  an^  loth  centuries.  Satisfied 
that  they  will  be  well  received  by  the  Pub- 
lick,  without  further  hiftorical  remarks,  a 
plain  and  literal  tranflation  is  attempted. 

We  (hall  concude  this  Preface  with  an 
account  of  the  law  Books  of  the  antient 
Irifli,  which  Duald  Mc  Firbis,  an  antiquary 
of  the  laft  century,  informs  Mr.  Lynch 
were  in  his  pofleflion.  {h) 

I.  Breithe-nimhe,  compiled fi-pm  the 
antient  Fileas,  by  the  three  brothers  Fara- 
nan,  Baethgal,  and  Maeltuile,  in  the  8th 
century.  2.  Meill-breathay  a  book  written 
for  the  unlearned,  by  Modan  fon  of  Tolban, 

about 

(h)  Cambrcnfis  cvcrfus.  c.20.p.  157.  OConncr's 
jDiflert.  p.  125. 
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about  the  year  177.  3.  Fitmdjuith^  written 
by  Fiatach,  in  the  reign  of  CormacO^Cuin* 
about  the  year  260.  4.  An  Teacht-irei^h^ 
a  mifcellany  of  Law8.  5.  An  Fuighal^ 
breathy  a  fupplemcnt  to  the  I^aws  \  to  which 
18  fubjoined  a  tradt,  intituled  Fotha'^moirj 
fetting  forth  the  true  office  of  a  Judge^  and 
the  errors  which  fubje£t  him  to  a  privation 
of  his  Jurifdidiion.  6.  Foths^ag^  on  the 
Laws  of  Partition.  7.  Taid^krcMtka^  on 
Thefts.  8.  Corasfinne^  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Tanaft  Diftrichts.  9.  The 
book  of  Cain«  or  Mulds^  faid  to  be  per- 
fedled  at  Cafhel  by  prince  Feidlim,  anno 
846  :  to  this  work  is  added  Ei^headh^ 
treating  of  crimes  againft  theLaws,  written 
in  the  3d  century  by  Cormac  O^Cuin  and 
his  fon  Cairbre  LifFccair.  10.  Dula^  by 
Cairbre  LifTecair,  faid  to  be  taken  from 
Royney  Rofgadach,  who  is  fuppofed  to 
have  flourifhed  300  years  before  the  Chrif- 
tian  iEra.  11.  Gi/«  F«/Vr/M^,  ofprefcrip- 
tion  and  long  poflclfions,  written  in  the  8th 
century.  1 2.  Fonn  Seancas-mor  ;  after  the 
reception  of  Chriftianity,  St.  Patrick,  is 
faid  to  have  aflifted  in  this  great  work 
purged  from  Druidical  SuperAition  :  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  annals  of  tbefourmafterst 
fays  Mr.  0*Conncr,  and  the   lofs  of  it  is 

irreparable. 
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irreparable.  (/)  13.  €dih  DrubharidgH 
BedrrUy  treated  of  maritime  arid  commcr- 
fcial  afiairs  :  this  Code,  it  is  feid,  came 
Forth  about  the  fame  time  with  the  Seancas 
inoh  14.  Cain  Ldnamhha  mry  fliewed  the 
feveral  relations  of  Society.  ,15.  Faiclh 
Feneachasy  a  Mifcellany.  16.  Cain  Eoroch" 
idy  relalitig  to  property  in  Herbage,  Herds 
and  tTocks. 

In  this  pompous  fcatalogue,  not  a  word 
jsfaid  of  the  fumptuary  Laws,  we  now 
offer  to  the  Publick,  which  appear  to  be  as 
aiitient  as  any  of  the  above  Codes ;  and  are 
the  more  curious,  as  they  detail  the  feve- 
ral clafles  of  the  antient  Irifh  people.  The 
remainder  of  our  Fragments  arc  mifcella- 
heous,  ajnd  relate  to  every  fubje£i  mention- 
ed by  Mc.  Firbis. 

(iJThis  Cbcic  is  now  in  the  britiOxMiifeum,  No.  43a. 
Bibl.  H^.  it  begihs  thus  :  ts  n  Seancas  ffk/r  temamus  at 
nat  nithu  mdith  doulcj  aguf  Jc  tti  mahh.  i.  c.  This  is  iht 
Seuncas  moY  difiinguifhing  good  fr^m  ev'tl^  and  ivilfrom 
^i.  It  is  ^fhten  on  parchmerif,  on  ^6  pages  in  uXo^ 
imctTras.copipdibi'  the  Editor  of  this  CoUedtanea  \  but 
the  copieft  onderftanding  neither  the  Language  or  the 
Chirafter^  has  rendered  many  parts  illegible. — Sfeveral 
ot&Lt  Laiirs  eohtakied  in  dur  Fi*agnients,  are  to  be  fbund 
m  this  Code  i,  btit  as  they  are  not  {4aced  in  the  fame 
orderi  it  appears  probabki  that  they  were  enaded  at 
diffirrcrtt  times.  iOFlaherty  fays,  that  this  OAt  was 
compofiid  by  Sean^  fbii  of  Aigki,  anno  mundi  39aa« 
Ogy^^p.  zi  8.  Tantura  antiquitatis  curseque  majoribos 
pro  HiBohiica'gente  fiiit  ! 
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In  the  PodeffioA  of  Sir  John,  Sbabricht,  Bart, 
beiog  Part  of  the  Collection  made  b7  Mr.  Eow. 
Lh  w  TO  for  the  Chandois  Library. 
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Lest  A  Mugdom 
,ihgen  Mcgha  fri  cum  : 
tiuinge  no  boin  noda 
eriad  no  con  frith  ara 
fuiGctha  ainmes  tairfe 
nochiffi  cetna  cum  t  ce- 
taragaib  broin  inna  laim 
la  firu  Erenn.  Mugdorn 
ingen  Moga  ni  condi- 
chct  nieis  Moga  *^  *  * 

#♦♦«*«*•       i 

U  u 


TRANSLATION. 

iVlUgdorn  daughter 
of  Mogha  (a)  ettimated 
the  following  articles  to 
be  paid  by  the  men  of 
Ireland^  by  cumals  (by 
of  cows,  or  by  ounces 
in  lieu  of  them.  And 
what  Mugdorn  did  was 

confirmed  by  Mogha 
#*****     •^    j^gg, 
#      *      •     •      •     «     •  defaced 

2.  Teachta 


(a)  If  this  be  Mogha  nuadhad>  he  was  killed  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Maghleana,  or  Moylcan,  in  the  King's  county.  A, 
D.  192.  according  to  the  Irifti  annals.  See  Colle<5t.  p.  426. 
-vrhere  his  daughters  names  are  faid  to  be  Caoimhniall  and 
Sgoithniamh.  Mugdorn,  i.  e.  mafculine  hand,  might  alfo 
have  been  the  firname  of  one  of  thpfc  ;  but  that  we  leave 
to  be  cleared  up  by  the  Irifli  hiftorians. 

(^)  A  cumal  ts  three  cows,  or  two  cows  and  a  heiftfi  as 
explained  in  fomc  parts  of  thcfc  Laws  ;  but  here  it  fcf;i»s  to 
fignify  a  grofs  number  of  homed  cattle,  an4  vfrd  Jfi  ^ 
verb.    Sec  Law  2.    A  royal  cumal  was  $  CQjfrp. 
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2.  Teach ta  fuillime 
gcll  (ti)  aiccde  airgit, 
dir  :  comdire  fii  bes  co- 
mailtuir  aris  for  da<-tib 
ro  fuidigcd  fuill :  a  dire. 

3.  T.  f.  g.  aiccde 
airgitOc-aircch  dirteo- 
ra  dartib; 

4.  T.  f.  g.  aiccde  air- 
gft  each  Bo-airech  for 
cuic  dartib  direanar. 

5.T.  f.  g.  aiccde  air- 
git  each  Aircchota  fuide 
coruiccc  Airigh-forgill 
dii^nar  doic  dartib  la 
aithgin. 


z.  The  lawful  value 
of  a  filver  bodkin  (^is 
by  cuftom  to  be  paid  in 
cumals  of  heifers. 


3.  The  lawful  value 
of  a  filver  bodkin  to  an 
Oc-aircch  is  3  heifers. 

4.  The  lawful  value 
of  a  filver  bodkin  to  a 
Bo-airech  is  5  heifers. 

5.  The  lawful  value 
of  a  filver  bodkin  to 
every  Airech  (or  noWc) 
up  to  an  Airech-forgill 
is  10  heifers. 

6.  T.f.g. 


(g)  We  are  not  told  whether  this  be  a  bodkin  for  the 
doathing  or  for  the  hair»  for  it  appears  that  the  antienc 
Britons  wore  them  in  their  head  drefs.  See  Whitakcr'* 
Mandhefter,  Vol.  i.b.  i.  ffea.  7.  See  alfo  plate  i  of  2d 
tmmber  df  this  Colled,  which  tho'  too  largre  for  the  ^ead* 
^AS  fome  refemblance  of  thofe  on  Whitaker's  Coins. 

(d)  Aiccde,  L^dealg.  commentator. 

We  have  here  the  fcveral  Ranks  or  Degrees  of  the  anti- 
cnt  Iriih.  The  fifth  Law  includes  every  degree  of  No* 
Uesy  from  the  Bo-aii^ech  to  the  Airech-forgill.  Thefe  are 
particularised  in  a  fubfequent  Law,  relating  to  the  fees  of 
Burial  i  and  as  it  is  necei&rj  the  Reader  ihould  be  made 
acquainted  with  them,  before  we  proceed,  we  fhall  here 
infert  it,  viz.  Fees  to  be  paid  for  Hjmns  fung  at  the  buri- 
als of  the  people,  from  the  Ruftic  to  the  King,  id,  Imna 
Oc-airech  3  feoit»  adj  Iqma  Bo-airech  5  feoit.  3d,  Imna 
*  Aircch-dcfa 


Digitized 


by  Google 


O    F     I    R   E   L    A   N   D.  (S^ 

ORIGINAL.  TRANSLATION. 

6.  T.  f.  g.  aiccde  air-        6.  The  lawful  value 
git    each    Airig-forgill    of  a  filvcr  bodkin  to  an 
dofli  cuic  dairte  dec  a     Airech-forgill,    of   the 
fuillem  lainrac  naithgin.    loweft  rank,  is  15  hei- 
fers. 

7.  T.f.g. 


Airech-4efa  10  fcoit.  4th,  Imna  Airech-ard  15  feoit. 
5th,  Imna  Airech-treffiu  20  feoit.  6th,  Imna  Aircch-for- 
gill  30  feoit.  7th,  Imna  Righ,  feacht  cumula,  1.  e.  for 
Snging  Hymns  for  an  Oc-airech  3  cows  i— for  a  Bo-airecil 
5  cows  ; — for  an  Airech-defa  10  cows  ; — for  an  Aircch- 
ard  15  cows  ;-^ for  an  Airech-treffiu  20  cows; — for  an 
Airech  forgill  30  cows ; — for  a  King  7    cumals,  or   41 

cows. Here  are  7  degres,es  orclaffes  of  peopU  exclufive 

of  the  King,  -^iz.  ift.  The  Airecb-forgUl^  i.  e.  whofe  def- 
cent  and  genealogy  was  known  and  ettablifhed.  2d,  -Air- 
ech'treffiu^i.  e.  one  who  had  ennobled  himfelf  by  conqueft. 
jd,  Aincb^ard^  i.e.  a  Chief  or  Warrior.  4th,  Airech-defa^ 
1.  e.  one  poffefTed  of  landed  property.  5th,  Bo-airecb^  i.e. 
one  whofe  wealth  confifted  in  Cattle.  6th,  Qc-airecb,  u 
c.  one  who  had  obtained  rank  by  (kill  in  Poetry,  Elo- 
quence, &c.  and  7th,  the  RuftiCy  or  Peafant.  This  divi- 
iion  exactly  cor refponds  with  the  ranks  or  claffes  of  the 
people,  according  to  the  antient  »^gyptians,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  Herodotus.  Airecb  is  compounded  of  two 
Phoenician  words,  art  and  Rach^  the  firft  fignifying  a  Lion, 
and  the  latter  a  King,  from  the  Hebrew  Kacbas  or  Rucbfi, 
fignifying  the  exaltations  or  proud  liftings  up  of  the  peo- 
ple :  hence  Aryus,  Dux  Solymorum ;  &  Ari-el,  i.  e.  led 
dei  ;  virorum  fortium  cognomen  apud  Moabitas  Bochart. 
Chan.  lib.  1.  c.  i.  &  14.  From  the  Celtic  Airecb  is  deriv- 
ed the  Greek  A'g;g>i,  i.  e.  magiftratus,  principatus,  and 
A'§%^y«T«/,  reges,  apud  Spartas  ;  to  which,  prefixing  thfe 
Celtic  TTtoirty  i.  e.  magnus,  is  formed  the  Greek  compound 
fco  a^x^i  a  Monarch,  and  not  from  (mv^^  folus,  as  moft 
etymologifts  have  devifed. 

Erechy  fays  Mr.  Byrant  (in  his  Mythology  of  the  Anti>- 
ents)  was  the  moft  antient  title  of  the  fupreme,  and  hence 
Erechthotby  vel  ErecQiat?.  So  the  temple  built  at  Ar- 
golis  was  called  Aracb-naosy  in  honour  of  Aracb  Noab. 
Aire  and  Racb  are  often  ufed  in  the  Irilh  feparately,  as  in 
many  other  Languages  :  thus  Ari-mandia  is  a  noble  War* 
U  u  2  riOT 
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7.  T.  F.  g.  aiccde  air- 
gittRignoSuad(i  OH: 
file)  ro  fuidigedh  for 
tricait  dairte  adire  la  ait- 
gin  airget  mbruithe. 

8.  Ma  tcccmai  lith 
laithe  no  Dail  notho 
comracc  tuaithe  mani- 
toire  a  gell  do  nofet 
befid  fiu  dofli  Ian  log- 
aencch  do  each  fomiad 
k  eraicc  do  neoch  do 
ruirmerem  difmachtaibh 
jagus  aitbgenaib. 


7.  The  lawful  vahic 
of  a  filver  bodkin  to  a 
King,  or  Profeffor  (a 
bard,  or  Ollamh)  is  30 
heifers,  if  the  fame  be 
made  of  refined  filver. 

8.  If  any  one  impri- 
fons,  lets  or  detains  ano- 
ther for  debt  on  feftival 
days,  or  on  thofe  days 
the  dates  are  convened, 
he  fliall  make  full  fatis- 
fadion  to  the  Nobles 
and  Warriors;  which 
fine  (hall  be  equal  to 
the  Eric  of  the  affail- 
ant. 

9.  T.f.g. 


nor  in  the  Bafque  or  Bifcapo  tongue.  Ara'cbana  (Hber 
nicd  Aire  Cean}  is  a  King  in  the  Tartarian  dialed.  Arir 
rabbee  (Hibcmicd  Ari-rach  vel  righ)  is  the  title  of  King 
among  the  Otaheites.  See  Cook's  Voyages.  Hence  the 
Saxon  Art^  i.  e.  honor,  reverentia»  decus^  gloria*  refpec- 
tusy  Somner.  And  alfo  the  land-are  of  the  Saxons,  cor- 
re(ponding  to  the  Celtic  Aire-drffa.  Hence,  alfo,  the  fol- 
lowing proper  names  of  Kings  and  Princes  :  Aragifits^ 
Longobardos  Beneventi  Dux.  ab  Antiq.  Sax.  Are.  i.  e. 
Honor  &  Tent.  Geits»  aviditas,  Argohaftusj  Francus,  Co- 
mes Occidentis.  Archebe'dy  Prsenomen  Scotis  familiare. 
Ard  orient^  (aircch-ard)  Aftro  Gothorum^  Italorum  Rex. 
Anfafty  i.  c.  Ario-viftus.  Ari-amirus^  1.  e.  Ari-roaorc. 
Aripertusy  Longobardorum  Italorum  Rex.  Ari-halduu 
Longobardomm  Italorum  Rex.  Arminius^  i.  e,  Ari-mcy- 
nen.^ — Cherufcorum  Dux.  See  Skiuner^s  Etymologicon 
Onomafticon.  Airg-toga,  or  togu,  frequently  occurs  in 
•  thefe  Laws,  literally  fignifying  the  chofen  Chief  of  a  Tnbe> 
to  lead   them  forth  when   called    on    by   the  prince  : 

hence 
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9.  T.f.g.  ctaigfog- 
ntma  caich  do  melar 
each  dia  direnar  com- 
dire  do  aircchaib  fcibe 
feaeht  ndairte  ifuillem 
aidre  la  etach  befid  fiu 
inamuin  la  aitbgin. 

10.  T.  f.  g.  etach  lith 
liaithe  dir  :  comdirc  da 
airechaibh  febe  alid 
etach  inamuin  befid  Bu 
direnar  iteoraib  trefib 
otha  fuide  dia  teccmai 
dunad  no  dail  na  tho* 
chomracc  tuaithe  nos 
oUamon  nadratba  dofli 
Ian  log  for  fer  darfann- 
dithatcenn  dircn : 


9.  The  lawful  price 
of  fervants  cloatbs  is 
alike  to  all  degrees  of 
(e)  Airech  feibhcs,  and 
7  heifers  is  the  price  of 
each  fervants  cloathing. 


10.  The  lawful  price 
bfcloaths  forholydays 
is  alike  to  all  Airech 
febes,  and  they  are  to 
pay  for  the  fame  in  3 
gales  :  but  if  any  ikir* 
mifh  or  difpute  (hall 
happen  on  this  payment 
on  the  Convention  days 
of  the  States  or  holydays 
of  the  Ollamhs,  the  per- 
fon  found  guilty  of  fuch 
a  fray  (hall  forfeit  his 
Eric,  (f) 

II.  T.f.g. 

fej  Airech  fetb»  fays  the  Commentator,  includes  all  de- 

frees  of  Nobles,  from  the  Bo-aire  to  the  King  :  Na  gradh 
atha  uile  is  Aire  febe  o  Boaire  gu  Righ. 
(/y  Eric  dgntfies  the  fine^  which  by  the  Laws  is  enadl* 
ed  ihall  be  paid  for  murder.    This  wiJi  be  fullj  explained 
in  the  Sequel. 


hence  Heretoga  in  the  old  Sazon^  is  a  Conductor  of  an  ar- 
my. Hert9gb  in  the  Netherlands,  and  Hertz&g  with  the 
Gennans>  means  a  Duke,  (dux)  all  which  are  derived  from 
the  Celtic  Airc-tw,  Togu  is  not  a  corruption  of  Taoif- 
eag,  a  Chief,  or  Prince,  as  Mr.  Whitaker  has  aflerted  in 
his  Etymology  of  Tafcio  and  togu,  difcovered  on  the  coins 
of  Cvk&obuliaus ;  togadh,  in  the  Celtici  is  to  elea  or  chufe, ' 

and 
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1 1 .  T .f.  g.  ctach  fog-  I X  •  The  lawful  price 
nama  each  Rig  domelar  of  the  cloathing  of  a 
each  dia  direnar  comdi-  King'3  fervant  is  equal 
riu  fri  ctach  lithlaithe  to  that  of  the  holyday 
na  nAirech  fcibe.  cloathbg  of  aa  Airech 

febc. 


12.  T.  f.  g.  ctach 
lithlaithe  Righ  ailidfon 
m  mbaidib  dlig  ;  tre 
ehdt  ianamuin  ferthair- 
fon  iteora  dechmadaib 
iarninbaidib  dlig  :  otha 
liudiu  ma  teccmai  lith- 
laithe nothocomracc  tu- 
aithcdoQi  laplogenech 
for  fer  lafapndith  at  an 
gfslldaradithat  cenn  di- 
renar dia  dechmaidc  iar 
cyimlechtaib  fenc. 


13.  T.  f-  g.  ctach 
fognama  Ogaircch  no 
Boaircch  do  mclar  each 
dia  direnar  teora  dairtib 
hifuiliem  a  dire  la  etach 
befid  fiu  ina  muin  araile. 


iZ.  The  lawful  price 
of  a  King's  holyday 
cloathing,  out  of  grati- 
tude and  love  to  his  per- 
fon  (ball  be  valued  at 
three  common  fuits,  to 
be  paid  at  three  gales." 
If  any  perfon  (hall  re- 
quire payment  or  a 
pledge  on  this  account 
on  the  holydays  afore- 
mentioned, he  (hall  for-r 
feit  the  value  of  two 
gales. 

13.  The  lawful  price 
of  the  cloathing  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Ogaircch 
and  Boairechis  3  heifers 
eaph,  to  be  paid  out  of 
their  dock. 

14.  T.f.  g. 


and  togu  fignifies  ele6le( 
dhillnn  daoine,  eledt  or  cl 
guth,  is  a  fuffirage.  This 
Author  in  his  Eiplanation 
Bift.of  Maiichefter,  Vol.  : 
old  Saxon,  alfb  fignified  al 
ner  at  the  word  Heretog. 
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14.  T.  f.  g,  ctach 
lithlaithe  Boairech  no 
Ogairech  ailed  etach  ina 
min  befid  fiu,  otha  fiu- 
diu  .  ma  teccmai  lith- 
laithe no  thocomracc 
tuaithe  dofli  ieth  log 
doib  iar  ninbuidib  dlig, 

15.  Anfom^ifuiUemail 
gell  la  :  bai  briugad  na 
airemad  nech  acht  nech 
fo  da  rochethar  dagair 
illiud  alliud  acetoithim. 
bo  brigad  cumal  noig 
ninndib  innataiuin  noch- 
is  for  cum  :    deich  fct 
conamas  in  cum  :  re  fe- 
ancas  mor.  Leth  cum  : 
immuin  in  tanaifi  teora 
bae  imuin  na  triffi  bo. 
bo    immuin   cacha  bo 
btha  fiudiu  ciapa  lin  cia 
ba  nuaite  fertair  co  lainn 
aithgena  each   ae    dia 
trife  coboin  inna   muin 
f  erthair  ace.tdire  dia  xdc. 
ferthair  am'edoni^ch  dia 
mis.  ferthair  an  dedhi- 
nach  dia  triffi  for  mis. 


TILANSLATIQN- 

14.  The  lawful  price 
ofholyday  cloathingto 
the  Boiairec  and  Ogairec 
is  already  mentioned  5 
but  if  demanded  on  the 
aforefaid  holydays,  the 
fine  by  the  indulgence 
of  the  Law  is  but  half 

an  Eric. 

i5,TheCearethepri* 

ees  according  to  theold 
CodeofLftws:  it  \siQ 
be  obferved,    that  th^ 
cattle  havebcen  eftimatr 
ed  asifpaidondemanxJ^ 
Moreover,  if  young  catr 
tie  are  rat^d  in  cumalsi 
there  muft  be  tm  fijich 
to  make  up  a  cumaU 
and  5  to  half  a  cumal, 
to  be  paid  in  three  gales, 
be  the  value  mote  or 
lefs  ;    one   third  to  be 
given  on  the  delivia:y  of 
the  goods^  one  \hifd  «t 
the  expiration  of  l:ite  f^ 
cond  month,and  the  re- 
maining third  at  the  end 
of  the  third  month. 
Tbis^  and  the  fix  following^ 
appear  to  be  obfervati- 
ons  of  the  Commenta- 
torsy   although  written 
likethereftof  the  text. 
C.  V. 
16.  T.f.g. 
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i6.  T.  f.  g.  Caircch 
caich  ro  fuidtg  :  icom- 
dire  do  ccch  rccht  fria 
cethrai  ol^na. 


17.  Is  diccmachtaib 
gell  la  ;  muoca  ar  ni 
tuillet|ide  acht  muicc 
imuin  araile.  i.  each 
muicce  la  aitbgin  corru^ 
icce  teora  mucca  otha 
|[uidieu  isaithginnamma 
do  fliat  cia  ba  lin  ci  ba 
ixuaitc  armuincgctar 
mucca  ce  ambos  no  al- 
log  air  ni  lugudofog- 
laib  fo  fbcbat  plldas 
dithorbu  dogniat  cont 
yrlund  an  dithma. 


16.  Sheep,  according 
to  all  Laws,  are  allowed 
as  lawful  paymrat,  and 
may  be  given  in  propor- 
tion in  lieu  of  co^s, 

17.  Swine  are  forbid- 
den in  payment  by  the 
old  Law  ;  yet  one  may 
be  given  in  each  pay- 
ment with  other  catde 
in  each  gale,  provided 
that  in  the  payment  of 
the  whole,  nomorctban 
three  Twines  be  given ; 
and  this  muft  be  ob- 
ferved,  let  the  number 
of  cows  to  be  given  in 
payment  b^  mor?  or 
lefs. 


18.    An  indie    ech        iS.Horfesandmarei 


agus  fifeclabra  dia  do 
rotfat  lanechXi  tuillft 
acht  fet--fia  muin  Ik 
Hithgin. 


are  not  to  be  given  in 
payment,  but  in  pro- 
portion to  their  value  of 
cWs. 

72^  Qmmeniafar  adJSf 
tbify  mu/t  kf  iouhk  k 
mmber  to  piafte  tba 
vabif. 


15.  T.  f.  g, 
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/9-  T.  f.  g.  Capuill 
cairr  agus  here,  ro  fui-^ 
diged  icomdiriu  do  each 
rccht  ailid  tricch  ina- 
muin  la  aithgin  acoUna 
fertharcach  ac  dia  cuic- 
^hc  o  arailiu. 


20:  T.  f.  g.  echaige 
iscomdiredo  each  recht 
ni  aile  acht  hech  befid 
fiu  inamuin  mani  tecc- 
mai  aenach  lugh  naa- 
fydh^  no  la  taurchom- 
raicc  tuaithe  matecmaif- 
fon  dofli  Ian  log  enech 
manitoire  hech  bciifid 
fiu  oiges  amamu  la  dia- 
buJ  naithgena. 


19.  By  every  law,  a 
horfe  for  draft  and  a 
horfe  for  burthen,  are 
efteemed  of  equal  va- 
lue ;  from  three  to  five 
may  be  given  in  pay- 
ment fbrcloaths  or  or- 
naments of  the  body. 

20.  Young  horfes  or 
colts  have  their  value ; 
but  aged  horfes  only 
being  allowed  in  pay- 
ment, if  the  payment 
(hould  be  made  at  the 
fair  of  Lughnafad ; 
(Tailten)  or  Conventi- 
on days  of  the  State, 
and  the  perfon  (hould  be 
in  pofleifion  of  cohs 
only,  he  muft  pay  dou- 
ble in  quantity  inftead 
of  horfes. 


21.  Cid 
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ai,  Cid  forfo  ro  fui-^ 
diged  techta  fuillema 
giU  feoit  athrebe  do 
cath  fodlat  trebe  cia  da 
rotiat  dar  cenn  neicb  ni 
ailct  acht  fee  immuin 
each  ae  beiid  fiu  tairicc 
ar  trife  amal  raghab 
lann  agus  lainnene,  air- 
med  agus  ilthal,  lofat 
agus  criathar,  mias  agus 
cuad,  gaimen  agus 
chcrchuill  agus  fidlcaf- 
tra  fo  gnama  olchcna. 


21.  It  is  ordained, 
that  in  fmali  occurrtn- 
ces  between  one  private 
family  and  iftother, 
where  the  payment  does 
not  arife  to  the  value  of 
cows  or  horfes,  &c.  that 
any  houfehold  fluff 
may  be  bartered,  fudi 
as  grrdlcs  and  wafting 
boards,  tncafures  and 
drinking  bowls,  lofats 
and  fieves,  dilhes  and 
cups,  hides  and  cakes 
of  wax,  and  alf  kinds 
of  wooden  vcffcls. 


FRAGMENT    11. 
FSrom  the  Cdle^lkm  of  Str  John  SEABEiCHT^Bat^ 


aa.T.  f.  g.  dob.  ben 
each  Briugad  |a :  cipe: 
aifle  ciape  a  huaifle  ni 
aile  acht  fet  inanmiun 
befid  fiu  laithg  :  aris 
rechtaid  dilge  dd  ben 
each  Briugad. 


22.  The  lawful  price 
to  be  given,  according 
to  the  old  Law  for  the 
clothing  ofa  (g)  Bruigh*s 
wife,  be  the  Bruigh  no- 
ble or  plebeian,  is  but 
one  cow  ;  for  every  wife 
ofaBruigh,flialIbythe 
Law  be  exonerated. 

23.  Ni 


(g)  The  Bruigh  was  a  perfon  endowed  with  land  and 
ftock  by  the  Prmcc  of  each  Territory  :  he  was  obliged  to 

^  keep 
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z$.  Ni  nach  ha^  7 
nach  eich  7  nach  airged 
7  noch  dr  tug  bean  in 
Briugud  angeall  uair  da 
madh  iad  fin  rabadh  da. 
trian  irabiadh  dan  Briu- 
gaid  ina  uilliunih  da 
beitb  da  mnai,  no  gon 
abeth  andeithbh : 


24.  T.  f.  g.  dob.  ben 
Boaireigh  7  Ogairech 
la  :  ni  taibert  fide  acht 
lufaib  acctra  rofuidiged 
an  gellfide  fri  teora  dar- 
taib  corucce  dimboech- 
tafet. 


25.    Neither    qows, 
ftccdjj,  filver  or  gold^  is 
to  be  given  fgr  the  pay- 
ment of  thfc  cloathing  of 
a  Bruigh's   wife  :    two 
thirds,  or  even  half  of 
the  value,  may  be  paid 
in  provifiops  orvidtuals. 
N.  B.  This  Number  is 
the  interlineation    ef 
fame  Commentator. 

24.  By  the  old  Law^ 

the  lawful  price  pf  the 

cloathing  of  a  wife  of  a 

Boairech,  orofanOgai- 

rec,  (hall  be  repaid  by 

grazing :    their    farety 

for  the  fame  (hall  be  % 

heifers,  until  they  have 

fulfilled  the  grazing  of 

cows  agreed  on. 

N.  B.  They  hm)e  liber-^ 

ty    of  paying    fwo 

thirds  of  the  vafue  in 

caJves.   Commentator. 

25.  T.f.g. 


keep  good  beds  and  open  table  for  all  travellers.  And 
every  Flath  or  petty  Prince  was  compelled,  by  the  Laws 
of  the  land,  to  eftablilh  a  Bruigh  in  every  Diftri^  belong- 
ing to  him.  He  was  obliged  to  fupply  all  Airechs  with 
chefs-boards  and  back-gammon  tables,  and  all  mariners 
with  fait,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  the  courfe  of 
thefeUws. 
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25.  T.  f.  g.  cacha 
mna  rindas.  i .  in  bhan- 
bhard,  la  :  ma  do  roth 
IS  diles  dofui  diu  aige 
fine  caichda  randichet 
cenn  a  gell  do  rinnad. 
corofuigle  dia  incbuib 
tre  gabla  fet,  imtha  da 
techta  f.  g.  cacha  fir 
rinnas  ro  fuidiged  ic- 
comdire  otha  tigem 
bardd  coruicc  dris  cona 
is  innunn  fuillem  diana 
gellaib. 


a6.  T.f.  g.  fuad.  i. 
in  tOUomh  filedh.  no 
tanaife.  i.  in  tAnradh 
filedh.  cifpa  met  ciaba 
laiget  ro  fuidiged  for 
eiucfetaib.  i.  famhaifce 
acobiur  la  aithgin. 

27.  T.  f.  g.  fnataitc 
la :  dairt  direnar  inna 
fuillemafide  mad  brat- 
fnat  is  colbtach  inna 
fuillcmfid  nochis  com- 
dirc  di  cech  recht  achtit 
mna  ata  coriu  dia  ta- 
Imirtingell. 


TRANSLATION. 

25.  The  lawful  value 
of  cloathing  toapoctefe 
or  to  the  wife  of  a  Bard 
according  to  the  old 
Law.  If  he  be  of  long 
ftanding  in  the  Tribe  it 
is  proper  he  (hould  be 
made  free.  Three  milch 
cows  is  the  value  of  a 
free  poet'scloathing  and 
of  his  wife's  :  it  is  the 
fame  from  the  chief 
Bard  of  a  Flaith  (petty 
prince)  to  the  OUamh, 
or  PoetLaureat;  and 
the  value  of  their  wives 
cloathing  is  the  fame. 

26.  The  lawful  price 
of  the  cloathing  of  an 
Ollamh,  or  Poet  Lau- 
reat,  and  of  the  Anra, 
or  fecond  Poet,  is  five 
milch  cows. 

27.  The  value  of  nee- 
dle work,  according  to 
old  Law.  A  young  bul- 
lock or  fteer  is  the  pay- 
ment for  ^  a  mantle 
wrought  with  the  nee- 
dle, or  an  heifer  is  equal 
payment.  It  is  therefore 
cnadted,  that  every  wo- 
man (hall  pay  this  re* 
ward  for  fuch  work. 
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28.  T.  f.  g.  fnaite 
druinige  la  :  irnden* 
maib  direnar  corruicce 
log  nuingi  argit  air  is 
mo  do  dothorbu  dofli 
each  ben  bes  druinech 
oil  daite  cidrigna. 


^  29.  T.  f.  g.  iad  aige 
mna  Rig  ma  beith  cona 
thothgufaib  techtaib  ro 
fuid  :  for  fe  fetaib  ac- 
cobair  ififuillimaibadire 
nech  manibet  atothcufa 
techtai  inde  ni  aile  acht 
fet  bcfid  fiu  innaile  im- 
muincach  fct  bes  inde 
do  nech  beas  immuine. 
N.B.  Cailleeudache 
7  mion  oir  7  lann  oir  7 
rannargid,  &c. 


TRANSLATION. 

28.  The  value  of  em- 
broidery according  to 
old  Law  ;  for  work  of 
this  kind,  properly  done 
and  completely  finiflied, 
the  reward  is  an  ounce 
of  filver  :  more  is  to  be 
paid  for  extraordinary 
work  in  proportiop. 

N.  B.  Divers  colours  on 
fcarktjilk  is  to  be  paid 
for  according  toits  me- 
ris.    Commentator. 

29.  The  lawful  price 
of  a  Queen's  cloathingt 
if  flie  brought  a  legal 
dowry,  is  fix  cows  ;  but 
if  (he  brought  no  dowry 
the  payment  to  be  made 
is  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  cloathing, 

N.  B.  Tbii  chatting 
may  conjift  of  boSf 
cloatbsj  a  golden  bead 
drefs  in  form  of  a 
crown^  a  golden  veil^ 
or  a  JUver  cbain  for 
the  neck;  provided 
tie  cbain  does  not 
weigh  more  tban  3 
ounces  :  the  value  of 
the  cbain  lefs  tban  3 
ounces  is  only  3  cows. 
Commentator. 
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30.  T.  f.  g.  etaig 
xnna  caich  ciderotk  ni 
aileachtetacb  befid  fiu 
mna  muini  tnatbai  no 
eich  no  or  no  airget  no 
humha  no  iarann.  do 
rata  infm  gell  do  intai- 
tcrnichair  fin  diamceu 
athcomarcc  dia  <^iliu 
ineoch  mad  rodma  in 
celi  is  do  direnar  afuil- 
lem. 


31.  Nochoiflc  fuil- 
lemgill  trenig  la  :  da 
trian  alogc  do  bcrar  nina 
fuillem  la  aithgin  ni 
tuilli-ni  bes  mo  achtro 
ben  dorata  in  gell. 


30.  The  feiwful  price 
of  the  cloathing  of  every 
other  wortian  (orna- 
ments excepted,)  whe- 
ther to  be  paid  in  cows, 
horfes,  gold,  filver,  cop- 
per, or  iron,  whenfure- 
tieiS  are  given,  the  huf- 
band  muft  pay  the  faid 
value,  whether  the  wife 
remains  withhim  or  not 

N.  B.  Ifjbf  is  divorced 
for  adultery^  this  L(m 
ii  reverfed^  and  tbt 
woman  niUjl  pay  Uoso 
thirds  of  tie /aid  va^ 
lue.  Commentator. 

31,  I  do  not  approve 
of  tha  laft  Law,  tho*  one 
of  the  old  Laws.  Two 
thirds  of  the  Value  only, 
(hall,  in  that  cafe,  faft 
on  thehulband,  and  the 
wife  (hall  give  furety 
for  the  remaining  third. 

N.  B.  5&>  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  obferva" 
tion  of  a  Commenta- 
tor^ although  written 
in  the  great  Tepct  band 
in  the  MSS.  like  the 
reji  of  the  Laws. 

C.  V. 

32.  T.  f.  g. 
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32.  T.  f.  g.   do  bdr        32.  The  lawful  price 

ben  each  Airech   feibe  of  the  doa thing  of  every 

(i.  gradh    Fktha.)    or  Wi^maaof  the  degree  of 

fuidiged  for  trib  fetaib  an  Aircch's  wife  is  three 

accobuir  mna   fuiUem.  cows  ;  and  for  any  ex- 

neoch  ina  tii    piadach  traordinary  work,    the 

(x .  gun  a  tochos.)  conea  price  mud   be  propor- 

ecurtut  do  rata,  no   ni  tionable  :    but    if  (he 

conai  fethal  connduaia.  brought  no  dowry,  (he 

maded  on  ni  aile  acht  is  forbid  to    wear  any 

aithgin  ocus  fed  inna-  thing  exceeding  the  va- 

muin  each  ae  beifid  fiu.  iue  of  6  cows. 


By  a  Law  in  the  Corporation  Book  of  Irish  town, 
KILKENNY,  it  appears,  that  the  Irifhwomett 
wore  fome  extraordinary  Cap  or  Head  Drefsj  as  late 
as  1565. 

Corporation  of  Irishtown,  15th  December  1557. 

By  an  order  of  the  court  made  by  the  portreeve,  burgcfles, 
and  commons  of  Irilhtown,  7th  Jan.  1537,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  following  prices  fhould  be  paid  within 
the  faid  corporation  for  making  the  underneath  particu- 
lars, viz. 

A  quilted  dubblet,  with  a  new  fafhioned  Bellire  to  be 
cut,  to  be  made  for  is.  flerling. 

The  pair  of  gally-enifhes  to  be  made  for  8d. 

The  pair  of  new  faihioned  clofe  hofe  6d. 

The  woman's  Irifh  coat  double  feamed,  being  not 
wrought  with  filk,  7d. 

Every  ounce  of  filk  to  be  wrought  upon  a  woman's  coat 
for  9d. 

The  oflFender  to  forfeit  two  (hillings. 

Anno  1 564.  This  year  happened  the  great  flood,  when 
divers  men  and  women  were  drowned,  and  St.  John's 
Bridge  and  caQle  fell  down.  Aauo 
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.Anno  t?6;.  Bye-law. hi'tht corp^ig^pQ' of  I^i|ht<^wn> 
tbat  no  inhabitant  dwelling  within  the  pEiitre  land,  bein^  a 
free^san  or  womtn»  w^ar  no  apparel  bnt  after,  the  E^iih 
fafhion ;  nor  no  woman  wear  Caps  upon  pain  of  fcH-fekore  i 
and  that  eirery  borgeis  (hall  go  m  hU  doak,  stnd  fo  erery 
freeman,  upon  pain  of  ferfetto^e,  etceptisg  W«  DuHany, 
TeigLowry,  R.  Wale.  . 

The  following  Law,  extrafied  from  thq  iame  Book, 
is  inferted  for  the  curtotis,  tho'  relating  to  aiiother 
fulyc^t 

.    At  a  Doer  hundred,  held  8th  Jan.  15794 

tT  IS  enaded,  by  the  affent  of  the  portneye,  burgefles 
and  commons,  that  where  great  inconreniencies  havehap-^ 
pened,  and  wafte  and:iearcitv  of  vttt^f,  to  the  great  im* 
poverifhing  of  many  of  the  innabitants  of  this  corporation ; 
vhotho'  their  ability  could  not  afford  the  like  charge, 
yet  pride  and  compariibn,  who  (hould  n^ke  the  greateft 
cheer  at  churching  of  women  after  child-birth,  hath  been 
the  utter  undoing  of  many,  as  daily  we  fee  :  for  to  a^old 
the  like  grofs  endrmHy  and  harm,  be  it  enaded>  that  no 
man  or  woman  (ball  ccm^  hereafter  to  any  chriftening  of 
children,  or  churching  of  women  brought  to  bed,  but  the 
goQbbs  for  the  time  being,  fathers  and  mothers,  brothers 
and  Afters,  upon  pain  ^^os.  Iri(h,  to  be  levied  and  taken 
of  the  owner  of  the  houjSs  fb  making  the  ttsiti  t^tifiqu9iits^ 
to  be  divided,  the  opf  half  to  th^  portrieve  and  fpje :  and 
.thatit  (h^ll  be: lawful  ^  ^^^7  ^^^^  fpieth^flj^qh  men 
or  womea  coming  ifromth^  feaft,  to  take  away  tl^eir  Hats 
or  n>Us>  and  oiHimtles,  and.diefame  to  forfeit ;  axid  to  take 
away  the  midwife's  roll  and  mantle,  that  goeth  to'warn 
the  people.  And  the  pariih  prieftflia]!  have  none  iii^ his 
company  but  his  derke. 

Serjeants,  appointed  to  execute  this  Statute. 

Thomas  Poore. 
/    Roar.DoWLY. 


(To  be  Continuid.) 
END   OF   VO  L.   L 

OXFORD 
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